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CHAPTER II. 

TRADE. 

Section I. — Communications, 1702-1788. 

Communication between Bombay Sion and Maliim was for long 
earned on chielly by boat. The following papers relate to the dis- 
posal of the ferry contracts ; 

The passage boats lictwccn Mil him and Sion wcio rented for one jear 
at 103 Xeraphins and one laicc per month from 1st August 1702 to 
31st .Tilly 1703. 1 

The Bombay Mdliim and Sion passage boats were in l r ebinnry 
1751 put up fox a term of tlncc ycaib and lented by Bayninvji Mmu'kji 
and Dlianji Kuvarji, the Bombay boat at Its. 525 and the Malum and 
Sion boats at Its. 1971 per annum. 2 

The former term of rent having cxpiied the farm was again let out 
in 17 54-. The Bombay diary of the 12th Maxell 1751 has the follow- 
ing: This being the day appointed for' letting out to farm tbn 
Bombay Mfiliim and Sion pax-sage boats, it is ngiced to lent the 
former on the same tei ms as last ycai . Hut the method allow cd in the lat c 
conti act. in regard to the two latter, of admitting the farmer to levy a 
peiceutage on certain goods according to their value, being not only 
very iircgular, as no one should collect any duties on the island but. the 
Honourable Company, but also liable to many abuses and impositions, it 
is icsolvcd that it lie discontinued and fi eight, collected only on passen- 
gers, cattle, and the quantities of goods brought over. 1 be Board then 
adjourned to the warehouse to pul the contxacts up to farm.*, 

The Bombay passage boat was first put up for a lei in' of tlnco years 
and icnled to Bayramji Mdnckji and Hhanji Kuvaiji at Its. 390 poi 
annum. The Maliini and Sion passage boats wcic next put up on the 
tcims and conditions given below, and rr nted to Ilusnu Allaudin axul 
Mulla Baud at Its. G31 per annum/* 

-j i 

Articles of agreement made .and v into between the Honourable 

Jtichard Bourcbiex Esquire > ’msidc/ Governor of Hominy and 

Council on the part and * r / .»e United English East India 

Company of the one pait, a. ^ji llnsan Allaudin and Mulla T);lud 
of the other part, for {aiming tv j said Honourable Company's Ml'ilnin 
and Sion passage boajs for the tcim of tbice years 1o commence from 
the 11th March 1754 at the rale of Its. G31 per annum : 

> 1 . That the said Codji IIu=au Allaudin and Mulla Ddud shall pay 
and make good to tlie said President and Council oi their successors 
the said sum, of Its. G8I per annum -for the term of three years m 


i 

-i Bom Gov. Order 2,'tli July 170^ Poo. Out I, 11, 7 of 1 G‘ID - 17f2, 180, 

= Bom. Gov Dinrj 20,11, Pol,. 17r‘ .>l». Diniy 21 of 1751. 59. - 

1 l’nli. Diiuy 27 of 1751. 89 90, > - 
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monthly payments o£ IK 52-2-33, the fust o£ nliicli payments shall 
he made on the lltli day o£ Maj next 17 51, and so to be continued on ' 
the 11th day o£ ovoiy month ensuing, till the last monthly payment is 
made good, which shall be on the lltli day.o£ ,Apnl 1757, being one 
mouth a£tei the expiration o£ this contract. 

2. That the said Codji Ilnsan Allaudm and Mulla Dand shall get 
then boat in lcadiucss at all times when icepmed for cairying the 
Government's despatches or messengers, and the Ilonoiuable Company 
shall pay their faie incase no other fi eight or passcngcis offer at tliat 
tune, but the peibon who goes and comes with letters shall pay no 
fieiglifc. 

3 That the £armei shall receive neither fnore nor less than the under- 
mentioned rates for the passage of persons oi fi eight lie may biing 
or e.nry to or fiom the othei side, on penalty oE foifeiting Its 50 fm 
evoiy offence, half to the Honourable Company and half to the poison 
tiom whom he leccives it, namely : 

For oath poison that goes and 10 turns the same day ... 

Foi each man with nloarl of prowsionh oi goods, not 

mentioned m the following list .. 

Fm each cow oi ox . . ... * 

Fm each buffalo • •a Hi <■• 

Foi each ass ..< ••a a»a 

Foi each goat . a a an an 

For each horse an a •• • • a ••• ••• 

Fm a batty mill a ■ • im ■ a ••• 

Foi a man's load of coir 

For a man's lo id of cajans . . 

Fm each bund It of 40oQ I'ob.ilo Gallos or Sturgeons 
Foi each bundlr of -1000 Bombalocs (Bun. indues) . . 

Foi each corge of Pomplnets 

For each corgc of the bsli called Sccvcs (Seers) 

Foi a basket of fowls ... - ... 

For each basket of long peppei 

Foi tnnbei ... ... ... ... ... .. 

Foi a wedding that goes and come-, tlic same day ... 

For each bundle of 100 pieces of wood 

4f. For security o£ the payment of the afoiesaid sum o£ EsT 631 per 
annum for the said teim of tlnee years in manner afoic«aid, and for the 
due peifoimancc of the aboic articles, the said Codji Ilnsan Alaudin 
anil Mulla Daud do hereby jointly and separately hind tliem^ehcs 
their hens exccutois and administrator to tlie said Guvcrnoi and 
Council and their successor rathe penal sum of Es. 12,000 cuucnt 
money of Bombay. In witness whcicof they have lieieunto set their 
hands and seals in Bombay Castle this lltli day of Match 1751 and 
the countcipait hcieof to lemaiu with Codji Ilusan Allaudin and 
Mulk Daud The saidPicsidont and Council hath caused the common 
seal of the said Honourable Company to ho afKj.d the day and year 
above mentioned 1 

The tlnee yeais* term Laving expiicd tbe Bombay passage 'boat 
was again in Mai ch 1757 put up for tlnee yeais on the foi mei conditions 
to commence the 12th instant and rented- to Bayiiimii Manokji for 
Ks. o93 pei annum, or Es. 203 advance on the foimer rant 3 


Till 


r> 

8 
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1 Pub Diary 27 of 1781, Cl - 93 • 
3 Bom. Go\. Diary 4lb Mar. 1757, 


Pub. Diarj 30 of 1737, 66, 
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'• The Bombay passage boat being again- in March 1760' put up for 
tlncc years on the same conditions -as befatc to commence the 12th 
instant, "was farmed to Byrdmji M&nckji as the highest bidder for 
R&.jjOl per annum or Us. 93 less than when last lented. 1 ': 

Tlic Bombay passage boat was again in Maich 1763 put up .for 
a term .of. three years .to commence tlic ■ 12th instant on usual condi- 
■ tions and let to' the highest bidder Curwa' Bhat- (IChdiya Bliat ? ) for 
Rs. 675 pei annvun or Rs. 174 more than; what £qrmeii} r let for." ' 

The Bombay ■ passage boat was ,in May 17G8 fanned out to 
Dlianji Kavasji for thiee years at Us. ,500 per annum .or Rs. 02 less 
than the pi escut lease. 3 i • . ' ■ . 

• In May 1771 'the sitting to lease the Bombay passage boat 
having been deferred until this day (the 21st) the ‘several poisons 
attending to bid for the same are now called in and the ’lease put up to 
public outcry for threc. 3 'cais on the. usual terms and conditions aiid 
Malcan Bowaji being the highest .bidder, it is let to him at Rs. 703 
per annum, being Rs. 2 05, more than it was befoie leased foi.* 

The lease of the Bombay passage boat was in .Tune 1774 put up 
for tin ce years agreeable to the notices theft had been affixed and on 
•the customary conditions and was let to Sundarp Ttdmji for Rs. 1060 
per annum, being Rs. 355 per annum more than it last let for.. 5 . 

• On the '1th Maich 17 57 the Mdhim and Sion passage boats were 
put up on the same conditions as before for three years to commence the 
12th instant and rented to Bliiku Kamat for Rs. 1122 per annum ; 
which is Rs. 491 gained on the old contract.® 

The Mdhirn and Sion passage boats were on the 4th March 1760 
put up on the former conditions and term of tlnee years to commence 
the 12tli instant and rented to the present farmer Bhilai Kdmat for 
Rs. 1385 per annum or Rs. 263 more per annum thau lie now pays 
for them. 7 

The Mahim and Sion passage boats being on the 8th March 1763 
put up for the term of three years to commence the 12th .instant, were 
Jet out to Solaiji Ivila/ji and Ghulrim Mohiuddin for Rs. 1050 or Rs, 265 - 
more than what they let for before, 8 / -■ 

‘ On the 10th March 1766 the lease of the Mahim aud Sion passage 
boats expiring the lltli instant, they were again put up on the usual 
-conditions for a term of. three years. and let to Mdnekji Kliarsedji and 
Bayramji Mdnekji for Rs. 1605 pei annum, being Rs. 45 per annum 
less than ’last lease. 0 

• Tins morning, the 30th March 1769, the Mahim aud Sion passage 
boats were let out at public outcry to Bayrdm ji Mdnekji, the highest 
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•’ Bom. Gov Diary 4th Mar. 1760, Pub. Dinry 34 of 1760, 162. 

5 Bom Gov. Dmry 8th Mar. 1703, Pub Diary ,40 of 1763, -1G5. 
a Bom Gov. Diary 13th ‘May l7()8,_Pub. Dmiy50 of 1768, 290. 

4 Bom Go\. Diarj 21st May 1771, Pub Diary 07 of 1771, 403, 

B Bom. Gov.* Diary 3rd .Tunc 1774, Pub. Diary Co of 1771, 395. 

® Bom. Go\. Diarj 4th Mar. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 66. 

7 Bom Gov. Diarj 4th Mar. 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 102 - 163. 

8 Bom. Gov. Diary 8th Mar, 1763, Pub Diary 40 of 1703, 163. 

9 Bom; Gov, Diary 10th Mar. 1706, Pub. Diary 40 of 1766, 107 - 163. 
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ladder for Its. 1820 poi annum, or Its. 213 ]kt annum inoie than 
they Ja^t let for. The laws to conmtence from the M w April 
nest. 1 

On the Slot Maicli 1772 the Lwo or the Mrthim and Si-n pauaea 
boat*! was put to faun for tluee jtsu.s on the iimi.iI twina jitiu let 
to Olnihini Mohinddm, lie lioing the highest^ bidder, for It*-. l/o\) jier 
anmmi oj Its, 70 Ie*-s than it was last let for. 1 


ms. On the 2Sth ]\rauli 1775 the Jca«-e of the Miihim and Sion pan 

boats was put up and let for the term of tluee jean, on the in-nal 
conditions to Kamufi and Cait.in J’ranir-co Be I’onba ior ltr. ~iOU 
per annum or IN. 135U more than nh.it it was last let for. 3 

7777. .On the 3rd January 1777 the Mnhim and Sion passage We were 

put up to farm for three years and leased to Muluunniadah T.irupuri 
at Its. 2210 jier annum. Two boats hitherto hept at Muliim at the 
Compain 's apenre w ere ordered to lie discontinued. 1 

7773. The 22nd December 1779, king the day fixed for leasing out the 

Mrihim and Sion passage boats, the lloaid after doing the Public De- 
partment business roFolvod into a Bcvcniie Department and adjourned 
to Hie lower liall to lea c cout the Miihim and Sion passage lxiats. 11 hen 
the Board met for that purpose, it was suggested (o them that allowing 
the fanner a small boat in addition to the large one would on many 
accounts make the farm more beneficial to the Honourable Coin pan i. 
The 13oaid therefore agreed to it under the following restriction, which 
tlicv oidered accordingly must he inserted as an additional elause in 
the lease, namely : Ttiat tlic farmer besides the large font s-lutll l»o 
pciinitlcu to beep a small one for the comenienee of those persons 
■who may choose to make use of it in preference to the huge li":it or 
out of the usual hours for the Jaige boats passing or repas^ing ; and to 
collect from such person 1 ! the stated fee for the large boat, besides a fee 
foi the small one. But he must engage, under penalty of such fine as 
slu.ll be lnihclcd on him hv the Chief of Mdhim, that the laige boat 
shall always pass and lCjiass at the usual hours for the aeeommrd.it ion 
of passengers and height, and tliat no means skill be practised to oblige 
the people to make use i A the small boat contrary to (lieir inclination. 
Tins clause being explained to the bystanders, they were perfectly 
satisfied therewith. This additional clause in the lease kmng lwcn 
thus previously lequcstod aud agreed to, the faun was put up and leased 
out for tluee years to Muhamnuulah Tiirfpun for Its, S170 per annum, 
bciug Its. 9G0 more than the list.* 

Street Traffics The following extracts show the condition of the roid 1 Hit ween 
Sion-Paiei Road, Bombay and Sion. The Bomlxiy diary of the 9tli June 1767 lixs the 
following : Tlie Collector icports tliat the proprietors of some ground 
occupied for tho road fiom Sion to Parcl liaic not been paid for the 
same, nor had any other ground assigned them m lieu of it. It is 
tlicicCoic oidcicd tliat its value bo made good to them. 6 


’Horn Gov. Diary SOtli Mar. 17C0, l J nl) Dn^njiwn ..*• 
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The Bombay diary o£ tlic loth May 1770 has the following rccoid 
of the Boaid’s Consultation on that day regaiding tlio Bombay-Sion 
road : A direct road from Bombay to Sion Poit is much ■wanted as the 
present one is only passable in the rainy season to Vadala Tank -which 
is about one mile beyond Paid, by which means the only way of con- 
veying cannon or other stoics thither, should the same be found 
ncccssaiy, is round about by -Mriliim, and this too a very indifferent 
way. It is therefoic ordeicd that a load be immediately set about 
accordingly. And this on account of the high and waste grounds 
fiom Yadala Tank to Sion, may bo performed at an easy expense as 
the batty giounds, which will besides bo taken up for it, produce only 
a toka of 3 murid* 12 phards 10 adholis of batty for which a suitable 
allowance must be made to the farmers. 1 * 

The following lclatcs to the building of Sion causeway. On the 16th 
November 1799 the Chief Engineer Mr. Robe it Nicholson writes to 
Government: AVc have altogether received Es 8000 winch is now 
nearly expended. I am of opinion iliat if Es. 8000 moie is 
allowed for this work (Sion causeway) the whole will be completed 
in about six months. It will then be 15 feet wide at the top and 
considerably above the highest spring tides. I have the further 
satisfaction to inform you that during the late sevcie storm, in which 
it may be supposed the writer was very much agitated, not a 
single stone was displaced. The reason tliat it is impossible to fix a 
shorter date than six months for its completion, is that wc are now 
so far advanced into the river that that part of the causeway which is 
not yet -begun upon, can be worked at only for three tides in the 
month until it is considerably raised above the foundation. The above- 
mentioned sum is not wanted at once, but shall lie drawn in such sums 
as the pi ogress of the work may require. This further sum of Es. 8000 
wns sanctioned by Government on the 19th November 1799, when they 
added that the woik might be finished as substantially and speedily as 
possible. 3 

Qn the representation of the grand jury the Court of Sessions 
requested that Government be pleased to order that the public loads of 
the island in general and the streets of the town be properly repaired at 
tlie Honourable Company's expense. At their Consultation, the 26tli 
August 1769, Government observe: The public roads* are now 
rcpaiiing and the streets arc under the care of the scavenger -who 
must repair them; the charge to be defrayed by the land paymaster. 3 

The following papers contain various ordcis published in order to 
regulate traffic in the streets of Bomlxiy : Letter from Mr. Alexander 
Callander Cleik of the Peace, to the President, dated Bombay Town 
I-Iall lath January 1770. In consequence of a presentment made this 
day by the Grand Jury to His Majesty's justices in sessions assembled 
they have ordered me to communicate to your Honour their recom- 
mendation that you will please to cause the proclamation— formerly 
issued foibidding the natives to diive their hackeries in a violent manner 


1 Put. Diary 55 of 1770, ."OR > 307. .Forrest’s Home Sorics, II 161 - 1(12 

'Put. Dinij 111 of 1700, 3000 • 3001. ' 3 Pub, Diary 64 of 1769, 637 ■ 638, C47 • CIS. 
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-along the public loads to the great imnojaiicc n«'l <1. linage of the other 
pa'-'-cngeis — to he now* republished. A 4 - it ap^'iir-. the jx-ndiv at 
pie«cnt annexed to Mich tmn*-giC'-Mnn is an madoipinlc* check, they 
recommend you will nt the same tunc caure it to lw inuxu'c’d fiom 
31s 50 to 11s. 300 for the first offence. 1 

On reading the nlvne lettei from the Clerk of the'lVyje recommend- 
ing \,y order of His Majesty's justices tli.it the publication Xoi present- 
ing the owneis ofliaekei ics driving them violently along the load- in.ty 
lie renewed on p.vui of then bang fined double the Mini lief-m- ordered 
to lie levied, the Bo.ml resohed on the 26th January 1770 that the 
Sceictary is oulcied to comply with nceoidinglj. 2 

On the recommendation of the Bench of Justices the Byirtl nt thr-r 
Consultation on the 29tli March 17SJ TC-olved to make it an Act of 
Go\ eminent that no native inhabitant of tin-- island shall lie permitted 
to dine hordes or mules m a wheel carnage of any denomination finni 
and after the 1 Ith day of April l/bl on jmn of foi felting the Mini 
of Rs. 100 for eicry such nflencc. One-lialf of the «um'is to lie gi\cn 
to the mfomici and* the other half appropriated to the Mipporl of the 
Toads."* 

The same dry it was nl=o ordered that no natne inhabitant of this 
jslnnd lie permitted to ride in a chair or palampim w ithin the garri-on 
of Bombay, except rakilsfiom country goicinments and strangers of 
distinction.* 

The Board furtlici oidcrcd on the recommendation or the Bomb of 
Justices that it lie issued out in public outers and by publication that 
all calls and hackeries shall pass nml repa«s bv the Bnziir Gate only; 
and that no cairiagc drawn by oxen ‘•hall lie permitted to pass at 
either of the other gates excepting four-wheeled hackeries lieloinring to 
the Euiopcan inhabitants and the carts employed on the Comp ray's 
.woiks foi the service oE the troops at Old "Woman's Island or for clean- 
ing the town by tlie scavengers. 5 

These pinluhitory orders led to the following petition in Apnl 17S1- 
from the piincipal natuc inhabitants and moi chants to Government: 
Yom faithful and humble subjects— the merchants and ti.ulcre of 
Bombay — most respectfully represent to your Ilonom that they feel 
-themselves most senablv hurt and nggricred by an edict is<iied*tmdiu 
the 5tli of tlie present month of Apnl, foi bidding any of join faithful 
subjects afoiesaid to use coinages drawn by hoi res or mules, also 
Bengal clums, and piolnbiting them fiom culcxing the town in their 
hackeries by any way but tlie Baz.li Gate. By which Older jmir 
petifaoncis aie impressed with the greatest gnef and concern. JFoi- 
meily, Honouiablo.Sii, youi pchtionois made use of carnages drawn for 
bullocks with hells lound tlieu .necks; but tile gentlemen objecting 


'roll Diary 53 of 1770, 85. s Pal, Dmnr 55 - ,- Tn R , 

170 1 - 1 'l80 1,iari 83 ° f 17S4 ‘ 237 * 23S ' Com P o£ fctan ‘ l 'nB Out. Vol *2 of 1750 - 17SS, 

* Pul- Dinrj KS of 1781, 2.17. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol o of 1750 . 17 <?S iso - 
. jI™' D “> _ 83011781, 237 - 238. 'comp.of bLding OrdT VoV. 3 rt HOO lTSS, 
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to them as frightening the horses, the hells were abolished ; on which 
your petitioners presented a petition to Mr. Hornby who directed 
them to fiuuMi a list of such persons as were entitled to distinction, 
and he would give orders accordingly, and at the same time advised 
jour pctitioneis to use horse conveyances as more serviceable and 
better in every respect. But your petitioners, anxious to avoid gii mg 
offence, did not give in the list as .directed by ,Mr. Hornby, but 
followed bis advice relative to horses which appeared liighly eligible 
in many points, since a horse could be managed without a servant 
and cause less dust than bullocks, uhicli is known to lie very disagree- 
able to all gcntlomcu. Formally your pctitioneis possessed no pro- 
perty in gardens or plantations at a distance from Bombay so that 
they could visit them on foot without ti oublo. But when that pro- 
perty was taken from them at Mil him and when your pctitioneis also 
bought tlie Company’s plantations that wore put up to sale, it was found 
very inconvenient to visit them in person. Tins change was attended 
with so great loss that a quaitcr part was not recoverable. In like 
manner it Avas found that bullocks did not ansAver, as one trip was to 
them a heavy labour, so that of necessity rceouisc was bad to hoi sec. Nor 
avgic they adopted from motives of \-anity, or from a desire of equalling 
the European gentlemen, but from this com’cyanec great care and con- 
venience have been experienced as well as saving. For bullocks aic more 
expensive and not so duiablc. By Ibis new older yom petitioners will 
be subjected to gieat expense, and should they be indulged, Avould not 
tiansgrcss tlie bounds of lespect, fiom regard to their oavu credit. 
Great multitudes drive carriages but the petitioners presume to hope that 
they shall not suffer for the transgressions of others. It is likewise 
ordci edthat your petitioners should go and como by the BazAr Gate only, 
at wluch the press of carts and pcoplc'is already so se\'eie tlm.ii there is 
great danger of accidents and will now be still greater. Such of 
your petitioners as live in that pail or lurvo business that Avay do uoav 
go by that gate. Your petitioners aic concerned that this restric- 
tion relates solely to them, as many other carts aie suffered to pass 
and such of them as live neat the gates will experience great difficulty 
and inconvenience, not to mention the great disci edit into Avliich the 
merchants of Bombay will be throivn in all other countries aa hen the 
news is spread abroad, which null ho the cause of great grief aud shame 
to your petitioners. On Avhicli considciation they humbly and earnestly 
pray that the}' may he suffered to cujoy the ancient privilege of pass- 
ing aud repassing. Your petitioners with respect to the abolition of 
Bengal chairs and palanquins humbly beg youi Honour to cousidei 
that, as traders and merchants, they are by no means desirous of 
squandering their substance or of putting themselves to the expense of 
those conveyances from motives of ostentation ; nor are they used but 
by persons whose business being of an urgent nature, aie troubled with 
disoideis. or Aveakuess disabling tlicm from Avallciug; or in case of 
indisposition when advice is - given to take the air and any other, con- 
-vcyance would be fatiguing and prejudicial ; so that this part of the 
edict might be a cause of gieat loss and damage to the affairs of your 
‘ petitioners. Your faithful subjects and humble petitioners. Honourable 
Sir, thus presume to lay their case before you firmly persuaded of 
your indulgence from the relationship in which tlioy stand; for to 
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whom cl=e should they either represent their grievance'; or fiom 
whom expect relief ; which should your Honour piocurc them, they 
will as in duty hound e\ or pray. 1 

In the meanwhile Go\ eminent leecivcd the following presentment 
of thauks fiom the Grand Juiy to the Bench of Justices, dated Bom- 
bay Town Ilall 28tli April 1781? : We the jurors of om Soveieign 
Loid the Kmg on oui oaths do piesent that having foi a long pcnod 
of time seen with particular regiet, notwitlistanding the lepeated 
picsontments of this juiy, the great inconveniences lcsulting to society 
fiom the unlimited iifc of horse-carnages among tlie native inhabitants 
of this i«laud, and the distressing consequences to tlic community m 
general fiom the cnoimous puce of cvciy aiticlc of life, it is with 
uncommon pleasure we now observe the abuse of these two important 
points has been a principal object of loform under the present Govern- 
ment. We aic convinced nothing hut the piolnbition of the fust, and 
the gicat though piopci l eduction in the puce of tlic lattci, could have 
effected that ichef, which we aie now fully sensible lias been affoided. 
And we therefore, tlic juiois for oui Soveieign Loid the King, as in 
duty hound think it highly incumbent on ns tocxpiessoui particular 
acknowledgments to the Bench of Justices who framed the necessary 
l emulations to effect tliis vciy useful lofoim and to the Goveinmcnt 
whose sanction has so stionglj - confirmed them 2 

On leccipt of the aforesaid petition from tlic merchants and a copy of 
the presentment, on the 4th May 1784, the President laid them bc’foic 
the Bom d. The Bombay diary of that day lias the following entrv : 
The Pic-adenl lays bcfoic the Board tlic tianslate of a petition fiom the 
principal merchants of this island praying that the late lcgulations 
i expecting the natives not using palanquins or horse liackencs > may he 
countermanded, and that the restrictions of passing in hackeries hy 
anj' of the gates excepting the Bazar gate may he taken off, which is 
icau j also a Icttci fiom the Clerk of the Peace accompanying the copy 
of a minute of the Bench at the last Quaitei Sessions, with a copv of 
a presentment of Blanks from the Grand Juiy at the same Sessions, 
expressive of the Feme they entertain of the attention which has been 
paid by Government to the presentments which have at diffcient times 
particularly that with lcspeet to. the hoise hackeries. 
The Boaid having taken into consideration the above petition with the 
papem sent up by the Bench, do unanimously resolve to lcject cvciy 

Cm°!L - e T° l 0SCCpfc ^ re ^ ectin S «* g*t«, and as our granting 
mdulgencc may not bo attended with any particular incon- 

T®? ?“?» lt Is resolvC( l that m futme tlie native inliabitants he permit- 
afthe ^.them imekeries at the Church Gate as well as 

Hf I Ga } c i ^ indulgence to he continued to them only 

*^S£S ?' lW,t ’ “ i ■* -*-* '» -* -Sfci 

^ crtaHiied m 1775 

anuwrtninanam the following year. The Bombay diary of tlie 2Gth 

3 Pub dIotj fl o£ nw ®“,' p 5 . r " , ’ B!ar ) 83 of 1784, 320. 

180 ; Forrest* Home uf ^'"S Ord. Vol. 3 of 1759-1788, 
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September - 1775 lias the following entry: It being necessary that 
proper ferries should be established between tbc island (of Bomba}') 
and Salsetle for tlie aceommcdation of passengers on the public service 
and the transportation of horses and stores ; it is resolved that a small 
boat and a punt be constantly kept at jVInhim. for that purpose under 
the direction of the Custom Master with a tindal and four la«cars 
in constant pay, and that the boat he supplied ftom the marine and the 
punt contiaclcd for on the cheapest terms by the Mrilrim custom 
master. Care must, however, he taken that these boats be not employed 
in any manner that can give just cause of complaint to the farmer of 
the Miilrim and Sion passage boats. 1 

On the 23rd April 1776 the Board observe : As we are of opinion the 
establishing regular passage boats between this place and Thana will 
be convenient to both islands and be of some advantage to Die Company," 
it is agieed to establish -them accordingly and to faun them out to the 
highest bidder on tbc 301b of tins month. 2 

On the 6th May 1776 Messrs. Most} n and Garden report that they 
have leased out the Thana passage boat for three years at Its. 1 S05 
per annum. 3 

The Bombay diary of the 30tli September 1778 has the following 
notice : Iteccivcd (30th September 1778) per pafamnr a lei to i from 
the Chief and faelois at TliAna, dated the 28th instant, in which they 
advised their haring leased out the passage boats between that island 
and the continent for Its. 29 55. 1 

The 8th December 1779 being the day fixed upon for farming out" 
the ThAna passage boat, the Board adjourned to the loner hall when 
it was put up and leased out for three years to .Tevan IJebbaji and 
Iliraji Gangaji at Us. 1325 per annum. 5 The following wcic the 
terns of this contract : 

Articles of agreement entered into between tbc Honourable "William 
llornby. President and Governor, and Council of Bombay on behalf 
of the Honourable United English East India Company on the one part, 
and .Tevan Ilebbtiji and Ilirdji Gangdji inhabitants of Bombay on llic 
other part, for farming the passage boat from hence to Thrtna and back 
agaiu for the term of tlncc years at Its. 1325 per annum to commence 
from 8tli December 1779 : 

1. That the said Hirriji Gangdji and Jevan Ilebbaji shall pay or make 
good to the said President and Council or tlicii successoi s the said sum of 
Rs. 1325 per annum for tlie said term of Unco years in monthly pay- 
ments of Rs. 110-1-67, the fiist of which payments shall lie made within 
two months from the date hereof and so to be continued on the 8lli day 
or every month ensuing till the last month when tlie whole shall be 
made good which shall be on the 8tli day of January in 1783, being 
one month after tlic-expiration of tliis contract. 


• 1 Horn. Gov. Consultation 26th Sept. 1775, Tub Diary OS of 1775, CC3 - GG4 

Comp, of Standing Old. Yol 2 of 1730 - 1788, 51 . 

s Horn. Gov. Consultation 23rd April 177G, Pub. Diary GO of 1776, 20G Coinn of 
Standing Oi d. Vnl. 2 of 1750 - 178S, 53. 

* Bom Gov. Diary 0th May 1776, Pub. Diary GO of 177G, 388. 

"Pub Dituy 7*1 of 1778,6%. * 

5 Rev. Dmrj 1 of 1770, 08 and Pub. Diary 7G of 1779, 010. 
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2. That the c ai(l Jevan TJehbaji and llit.iji Gnngaji shall proude 
pi oper boats and people at tlvii own expense during the F.nd teim of 
tilled jcais, which boats shall not be navigated to any other poils tlmn 
Th.ina and back again to Boml my, and that a boat shall proceed to 
Thfina c\ery day at a ccitain horn to be appointed by the Bombay 
custom ma«toi. 


o. Tliat the c aid Jevan Ilcblriji and Iliniji Gang.tji shall morcoier 
get tlieii boats in lcndmcss at all times for carrying tin* Government 
despatches nnlitai y or manne oflieers or messengers to either of the 
afoiesaid poits with a ioa«onnblc baggage ficigbt-frcc and the jiersons 
who go or come with letters to 01 fiom any of the country poweis on 
said passage boats shall pay no fi eight. 

4 That all the Yanjrtra morcliants that come to this island shall 
pay no fieiglit foi themselves hut only for the goods they bring hither 
oi take away with them which they me not to expoil on any other 
a cssel Ilian said passage boats. 


5 That the said farmeis shall iceeive neither more or le-s tlnn the 
undei mentioned rates for the passages of poisons or the freight of 
goods they may bring oi cany to or from the nfoiesiid polls on 
penalty of foifcihng Its. 50 for e% cry offence, half to the pci son from 
whom they lecene it: 


For eictyper'On 

Ho- cow 

D» bnp-e 

Do buffalo Ml ( • , , (|| 

Do. dupper (thrtar pip) large ... 

Do do small 

Do goal oi sheep 

Foi ull goods, eiery Bombs} lhandi , „ 

The above latcs aic to be taken only fiom tlie 1st No\eml>cr to the 
31st May, and for the lomainder of the seal, namely fiom the 1st 
Juue to the 30lh Oetobci, the undei mentioned prices : 


Hi ijr n« 
0 0 fill 
2 0 
0 0 
2 o 
o r.n 
0 2 > 

0 2.3 

1 0 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I) 


I’oi oi cry person ... 


Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 


cow ... 
llOlM! ... 

buffalo 

dnppei (rft&ni pin.) laigo 
do small 
goat or Bhccp 


Il« qr 
0 0 


11 O* UA B,1UU P 

Foi all goods, every Bombay Ihanili 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


3 
2 
3 

0 ij 

0 3S 


73 

0 

0 

0 


58 

.70 


C The security foi the payment of the aforesaid sum of Its 3 3 r,! i 
5w d ue “pc rf o i man ce 1 o/ the said'artS'bv 

and administrators to the said GmS™ and pJ ^ Tir” 
spccessois m. the ne-ml cr,™ r? onV- 01 antl Council and their 
imd m witness herSh^ 5 , ' 89 J° ™" cnt money of Bombay, 

^ombiiv Castle tb,s stl, Lands and seals in 
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Honourable Company to be affixed the day and year above mentioned. 
Signed sealed and executed (where no stamped paper is pioeuiable) in 
the presence of Mr. James Ilatlcy and Sir. Samuel Martin. 1 

The following extracts lelatc to the treatment of passengers and the 
-rates of passage money by the Companies ships : On the 12tli January 
1701, the Court of Directois observe the complaints against the 
commanders of their ships for ill-usage of the Armenians and other 
merchants (passengers) by extolling large sums from them for passage 
money, and diicct that special regaid be had to piovcnt the like for 
the future ; that the Council on the place dcteimiuc all such differences, 
according to the lulcs of justice and equity, and piotest against such 
commandeis. 2 


In tlieiv letter to Bombay, the 5th April 1776, the Court write : As 
the commandeis of the ships freighted by the Company now pay to 
their owners £lb instead of the sum of £10 for each passenger as 
formerly,* and in consideration that the price of every necessary is 
greatly increased, we have pcimittcd the commanders to receive, but on 
no consideration to demand, a larger sum than as undermentioned for 
the passage and accommodation at their table of persons proceeding to 
India at tlioir own expense in the following stations, namely : 

£ 

A Geneial Officer" ... ... ... 200 

, A Mem bur of Council oi a Colonel ... ... loO 

A Lieutenant-Colonel ... ... ... 120 

f-'emoi and Junior Mei chants and Mnjois ... 100 

Factors and Captains . ... ... 80 

Writeis Lieutenants and Ensigns ... ... 70 

Married ladies at the abovementioned lates 
accoidmg to the station of their husbands, 
fcinglo ladies the same asWuteis; and a 
Cadet ... ... ... ... 00 


The like sums aie to be paid for passengcis homeward bound who arc 
under the necessity of coming to England for the recovery of their 
health, and you are to order such persons to be received on board and 
piopcrly accommodated on the abovementioned terms. 5 

In their letter to Bombay, the 20 th January 1779, the Court write: 
The commandeis of our ficiglited ships are still permitted to receive, 
but upon no consideiation to demand, a larger sum than the under- 
mentioned for the passage and accommodation at tlioir table of 
gentlemen proceeding to, and returning from, India at their own expense 
in the following stations, 1 namely : 


£ 

For a Gcnoi.il Officer ... ... ... 200 

For a Member of Council oi a Colonel ... ... 150 

For a Lieutenant-Colonel ... ... ... J20 

Fora Senior or Junior Mei chant or Major ... 100 
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' Bom Gov. Diary 14th Dec 1779, Iiov. Diary 1 of 1779, 99- 101. 

3 Court to Bombay 121U Jan. 1704 paras G and 7. C'omp of Standing Ol’d. Vol. 1 of 
1716-1721,4. 

3 Tub. Dcp Court’s L Vol. 9 of 1773-1777, 2G0-201. Comp, of Standing Oul. 
Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 52- 53. - ■ 

« Tub Dcp Coiut’s L. Vol. 10 of 177S- 17S2, 129. Comp, of Standing Old. Vol, 2 
of 1759-1788,57. 
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Bomlny DiaVv of the 20 th August 1783 refers to the Companv \ 
ordcis dated 16 (ii May 2761 , with a li«*t of the rates of passage money 
established. for theiz foi rants nicoidmg to rank.’ 

On the 4 th Januaiy 17 SG the Couil suite: "Wc confinn onr former 
oulcis fin the commandin'* oGiecr of the cruiser- on the Surat station* 
on the •subject of passage money. The tame must l>c observed by las 

bUCC0s=01&. J 


Tlie Court of Diieclois also piovided foi the linpiovcnuiit of luviga- 
lion by i-Miing tin* followin'* oulei- ; (»») for keeping olliu.il log- and 
(b) foi -turning the we-l eov-t ot India In pain 37 of their lettn 
to Bombay, the 27 th M.iy 1770 , they write: Wc further dim l that 
vou make it a condition on grantin'* passe- to vc-sels* navigated by 
Europeans Hint on the lehun or eveiy mth vc--el a Co])} of every 
pail ot the log-book oi journal of the vovage which ‘■lull contain any 
nutcml information £m the improvement of navigation ‘•lull he 
delivcicd to out Master Attendant who is to examine the Fame with 
the original and to lcpoil such lcmatks as oceui theicon for your 
information. Such paits of log-hooks and journals as shall contain 
mfoi illation w oi lliy of onr attention, together with such dial Is and 
plan® as may 1 * obtained, must be legul.irlv pent to u- bv the first 
ship Hut sails to England in a box jmcket ‘apart marked Olirrls and 
Journals," 


B ith a view to gain perfect knowledge of the foundings on the 
bank to the westwaul of Bombay the Court write to Boml«v on the 
8 th_Maidi 1 iSG As it would be evticmcly useful for om ship- hound 
to Bumliay m thick weather to liavc a pcifcct knowledge of tlie 
sounding- on the bank to the woslvvaid of Bomba v, wc direct, 
wlicnevci the -ca-pn will admit, you do employ one of mu vessels m 
executing this service We would liavc (he vc~cl pioccedalong thecoast 
from Bombay to Suiat, deta mining caicfiilly the latitudes and longi- 
tudes of the various points as well as of peaks and hills inland with 
explanatory mows of the land, taking all altitudes for detain n m* the 

Point! mi S SoasfTGujarftaud°aW 

and to cross hick from tE ^ ^re towards Yngnagai, 

the exact position of the outei exhemity of thn li Stemming 

St Johns the ve-s e ] v ill stand Iwnl- ir ' i J? e 6 l0a ^ s Biom sight of 

that mannei backvvaids and f„nn, 1- 1 s Con J lnue B ,eir tiara *>0- in 

a sags#* iSSrrV ^ *&&& 

(«• ««.™ g the , lmc rs&iSi" 


,EB W 177S 1732, I (ill. ColII1 , ofbland ^ Vol 2nf 
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taking at such times the healings and altitudes of the remarkable lands 
at sight. 

Fioni Diu Head the vessel ought to continue her tiaverscs in like 
manner to the outward edge of the bank as far southward as 17 u 
north latitude till they find no soundings in that latitude, and then 
confine her txaversps southward to the limits of the bank standing back 
to the noitliwaid whenever she loses soundings. 

Let what is done be done completely and nothing left undeter- 
mined in tliis space. If any doubt arises let them repeat their obseiva- 
tions m such part that an implicit confidence may be safely placed in 
tlicir woilc when finished. 

When this work is finished we direct that a particular exami- 
nation be made of the Laccadive islands and the various banks between 
them and the coast of Malabar, a knowledge of which would be veiy 
useful and ought to lie ascertained by close traverses from the coast to 
the islands m the same manner as before directed, taking altitudes for 
the time by chionometcr as frequently as possible. When the vessel 
cannot anchor during the night she must make short tacks to remain 
near the same place she was m at dark. In the com sc of this voyage it 
will be proper to determine the lelative position of the Laccadives 
Minieoy (called Keley by mistake in the charts) and the Head of the 
Maldives 

These services we hope may lie executed completely in the course 
of one year’s season. By the time this sendee is executed, wc suppose 
the person whom you employ for that puipose will have made himself 
completely qualified for the charge of the chronometers. And that, 
by their repeated leturns to Bombay, their 'rate will be well ascertained. 
We then direct that two or more of your small vessels be employed to 
ascertain the situation of the numerous banks and islands in the southern 
passage from the Maldives to Madagascar, as an accurate knowledge of 
those hitherto much neglected seas is essential to the security oi the 
na\ igation of the Company’s ships. In the course of this voyage great 
attention should he paid to the variation, as the longitudes of the lines 
"of equal variation will he very useful to all sliips passing those seas, 
and as this seivicc cannot he executed in one season we recommend that 
on the return to Bombay attention be had to determine the longitude of 
as many places as can be conveniently done. 

In case of any accident unfoitunately happening to the box 
chronometer, it must not be put into the hands of any artist in India 
but icturued to us. We aie informed the pocket-clironomcter can be 
repaiied at Calcutta. 1 

The following papers dcsciibe the postal arrangements between 
Bombay England and Madras towards the end of the last century. In 
1787 on the 33st July the Court wiite to Bombay : In oi-dcr to cany 
the purposes of Mr. Baldwin’s appointment into elect, we have formed 
a plan which -has been approved by His Majesty’s Post Master 


1 Com l lo Bombay Stli Mar. 1786 paras 23-20, Eub Dep. Court’s L Vol. 11 o£ 
1783 ■ 17bt», 'JIG -311) Comp, of .standing Old. Vol. 2 of 1759- 17SS, G3-G5. 
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than two days; fiom thence ■-he is to hail to Bomliay where likewise 
fIic must not remain mote than, two days ; she is then to proceed to Suez 
£tom whence Mr. Baldwin will ictum her with the Company’* 
despatches to India agiccably to such older* a*, he may iccvhc fromiiF 
Private lcttcis to and fiom India may be permitted to lie forw.mh'il 
with the Company h packets. Bui we strictly enjoin yon to make the 
piuatc letters a separate paieel fiom the Company’? packet, and not 
to include in the latter any letter* fiom individual*. Both the packets 
must come duceted to the Court of Ditcctor* and, nftei taking tho'-c 
belonging to the Company, wo shall c cnd the other to the General 
Post Office heic fiom whence they will be distributed, 

TVc diicct tliat the packet* be made up in tin taxes and the direc- 
tion to us stamped theieon, taking caic that the boxes be well Foldcied. 
We think this pieeaution may obviate the neccc-ity of the quarantine 
to winch all packets made up in cloth aic subject. ’ 

On oi liefoic the 10th of June annually we have determined to Fend 
our despatches for India fiom lienee, after which time tlicie might 
he a risk of disappointment as the cruizcrs ought to leave Suez bv the 
lOtli of August. 

Wc have leccivcd only one letter fiom Mi. Baldwin since his arrival 
m Eg\ pt which was dated the 10th Januaiy last at Alexandria. Fiom 
the then unsettled state of aitairs theie, lie lias not made any final 
settlement with the Beys and Bashaws for opening the communication 
t hiougli Suez to the English, hut appeared confident he foou should. He 
bad however appointed Ilrfji Danish, a native of Caiio, his nmml at 
Suez and James Wilfennan, a Geiman, lus agent at Alexandria^ 

The plan has liecn communicated to Ills Majestv’s Post Muster 
General who lias been pleased to pi omi=c his concuncncc foi the con- 
veyance of tlie lcttcis fiom London to Leghorn and fiom Leghorn hither. 

Having thus communicated to you all the particulars of oui plan wc 
shall trust to your cauymg it into effect as far as the same may depend 
upon you. - ■* 

. Ij ? Pi 6 **}™? paragraphs wc have given you directions for earn- 
ing into effect the arrangements we have made for securino- a reo-niir 
^ England and the Buttah po££*imif in India. 

° TO ^ (leiatl0n of the locent accounts of the present state 
° E EgJT^ wp tlunk piopci to duect you to postpone caimnc these 
directions into execution till you leccivc fuithci oidcr fiom ™ 

Lcttci fiom Mi. John Monis to Andiew ltamsay Esuuivc the 
President and Govcrnoi, dated Bombay 1st April 1758 • pS me 
to enfant your indulgence for u few minutes to inform you tlS so for 

A™ V 7 ’ tllC hte , Hon ^«>bl e Pic®, dent delued me to* take 

. go of the Madias post and to announce myse lf to the public as 

1787 C .Tm 7 W4, a> Vo1 - « ° £ 
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Post Master, for which station he was pleased to promise at a future 
period to allot a salary with the appointment in due form from the Honour- 
able Board. But as the circumstance appears to have entirely escaped 
his memory, and as my absence from the Presidency precluded me from 
renewing my application befoiehis departure, I am necessitated to apply 
to you tor lelief, which, I trust, you will giant so far as you may think 
me deserving of it. I have paid particular attention to the business 
ever since the above mentioned period and have met with, the appioba- 
tion, both of the Government of Madras (at whose request a person was 
appointed at Bombay) and the Post Master General there, which I 
understand from good authority they were pleased to express to the 
late Honourable President. "When I first undertook this office, the kasiJs 
(messengers) were by no means’ lcgular in ai riving from Madras, which 
occasioned me to cnterlaiu others hcic at Bombay, in order that the 
packets might be returned on the appointed day. To each pair so em- 
ployed I was obliged to advance Rs. 60, being the usual postage of pata- 
ma> 8 which to this period has been the means of my losing by the appoint- 
ment. As the appointments at Bengal and Madias have met with the 
'sanction and approbation of the Honourable Company, I should conceive 
they would have no objection to its being instituted here' where the 
utilitj r of it is equal! w obvious. I therefoie beg, leave to subjoin for the 
approbation of your Honourable Board the plan that has been concerted 
. between the Post Master General at Madras and myself, for the conduct- 
ing this office which was transmitted to your Government in December 
1786 by the Governor and Council of Fort St. George. Should you be 
pleased to favour this plan, I would, with submission to your Honourable 
Board, beg leave’ to propose that it be made known by your Secretary 
to the public as receiving your sanction, -when I have no doubt but 
the merchants and traders residing on the island and at subordinates 
will make it the general road of tlieir correspondence. I have forgot- 
to mention in the former part of this address that the Post Master 
General at Madras has charged me with one-lialf of the expense of the 
patamars ever since the late' Honourable President wrote to Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell that he had appointed me to take charge of the post 
office at this settlement. 1 

Mr. Moms* plan for establishing a regular post between Madras 
and Bombay, 1st April 1788: The Honourable the Governor and 
Council at Fort St. George having resolved that an attempt should be 
made to keep up a regular and coustaut communication between that 
settlement and Bombay, on the principle of its being attended with 
both a public and private benefit, the following plan was accordingly 
prcpaied and laid before them, which meeting with their approbation, 
was immediately carried into execution : 

1. That there shall be stationed at each Presidency 4 pairs of leas ids 
(messengers). 

2. That the first pair shall be despatched 'by the Government of 
Madras the fiist Wednesday in the month, and be directed to proceed 
to Bombay by Haiderabad and Poona. 
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1 Mr. John Moms to Govt. 1st Apiil 1788, Pah. Diary 92 of 1788, 274-275. - 
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3. That the second pah shall follow on the tliii d W ednesday, and 
fo to pioceed in regular loutine, despatching them cveiy other 
Wednesday till the foui pans ate in employ. 

4<. That as soon as the Ldsiils can he procnied at Bombay, they 
slull be letumed fiom thence on the second and fourth Wednesday of 
every month, by pursuing of which method, a constant aud regular 
communication will be kept on foot. 

5. That such individuals as choose to avail themselves of this mode 
of conveying letteis to aud from each Picsidcney, aie to pay when put 
into the office, for a single letter Rs. 2, for a double letter Its. 4, and 
foi a ticblc letter Rs. 6. Packets, accoiding to their weight, at llio rate 
of Rs. 4 pci ounce. 

C. Tliat the Idtida undcitakc to deliier the packets entrusted l» 
their charge for cithci Fcttlcment within 25 days, and to return within 
the same period with otlici despatches, unless detained by Government 
on account of tlicii packets not being icady. 

At a Consultation, the 3rd April 178S, Government resolved: 
Read the above letter and plan annexed fiom Mr. John Moms. As we 
aie sensible of the public utility of an established inteiccuusc between 
this Piesidency and that of Port St. George, wc aie lead)' to give 
every sujjport of Government to tlic plan conceited by tlic Post Mnstei 
General at Madras, and we appiovo of Mr. Moms officiating iu tliat 
capacity at tins Piesidency. But as we have reasm to believe that the 
leccipts on account of the postage of letteis n ill considerably exceed 
the expenses of the undertaking and leave a handsome compensation to 
the Post Master, and as it behoves us to prevent as studiously as possible 
every incieasc of expense to our Honourable Employers,' wc cannot 
acquiesce m allotting a salaiy to the Post Mastei. If it should 
appear after the experiment of n year that the advantage accruing 
fiom the concern is inadequate to his trouble, uc shall take liis icquest 
into fui fclici consideration on Ins lajing his accounts befoic uf We 
ic«olvc that the plan hcfoie ns foi establishing a logulai post between ~ 
Madias and Bombay be publicly announced at the Piesidency and 
subordinates j and m oidcr to rendei such an office of furthei utility, 
tliat all private letteis to be lcceived oi transmitted be thcie deposited, 
and that a fee of one anna postage be collected upon each. 1 


1 Fob Ihaij 02 of 178S, 271-277 
181. Forrest’s Home Scrici, II, 347. 
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Section 11. — Supplies, 1676-1803. 

The following; ext i acts relaic to the supply of piovisions, one of the 
' greatest dillicnllics which eailj* Bombay had lo deal with. 

- Regarding the Portuguese hindrance to the grain supply the Surat 
President aud Council write to Bombay on the 4th November 3076 : 
We observe what you write touching the Portuguese prohibiting all 
pi ovisions brought f 10 m Salsctte. We would not have you take it to 
heart or lie anyways discouraged at their malicious practices, but send 
what vessels you can down to Mangalor and’Ba'-salor (J3ai color) to lade 
lieethcic for the supply of the island. So you must do yeaily that 
the Portuguese may sec we have as little occasion to make use of them 
as they of us. We call naught eke to mind at picsent'but commend 
you to the Almighty's protection. 1 

Two weeks later, the 21st November 1676, Surat again writes : 
Touching the granary for corn, we hold it so liccessaiy that the island 
cannot he safe without it j wlicicforc we confirm our former direction 
therein. You need not be ovci hasty to buy the com all at once for then 
the price wilb'-rko exceedingly upon yon. You must proeui e it at 
the cheapest time in the year for then the Company will not lose 
thereby. If you could serve yourselves anywhcic else than fiom the 
Puilug.il country we should be much better pleaded, for they will 
assuredly raise the price upon you, and wre suppose you may be fur- 
nished cheaper from Bassalor (Bavcolor) by the Company's vessels than 
fiom any other place, 2 * ° 

As regards a nee supply from Ivanara the Surat Prerident and Council 
unite to -Bombay on the 4tli January 1677: In prosecution of our 
former lesolvcs for supplying the lslaud and ganisoh of Bomh.iy 
with lice that we might not.be beholden to our unkiud Portugal 
ncighbouis, we have thought good to appoint the following vessels to 
sail down to the Ivanara country where rice is cheapest to be proeui ed, 
the Jlcvengi', the Good Hope, the Phcemx if not scut to Maskat, the 
Moody's ketch, and the Iloiyh Despatch? 

Three weeks later, the 26th January 1677, Surat again unites : 
Our design of sending down a fleet of small vessels to Mangalor to 
lade rice was grounded upon your advice unto us that your ill-disposed 
ncighbouis the Portuguese had issued foi 111 proclamations to prohibit all 
provisions to be trauspoitcd from SAlscltc and their other terutoiics. 
Now r upon lcccipt of this your opportune advice that you shall be 
able to furnish youi selves at as cheap rates and moic conveniently, 
we have concluded to send down the Good Neighbour only. 4 

On the 22nd February 1677 the Chief and f.ietors at Mangalor 
write to Bombay : Being cnordcicd by the Picsidcnt and Council to 
piovidc 300 or 400 kluindis of rice for the use of your garrison, in- 


1 Surat to Bombay Itli Nov. 1076, Surat Pncl. Oat. L. B 2 of 1G7G 76, 213-244 

Fori cat's Home Senes, 1. 100 . no. 

5 Surat lo Bombay 21st Nov. 1076, Surat Part Out L B. 2 of 1075-76, 259. 
Forrest’s Home Senes, I 110- 111. i Sinai Pact Out L 13 3 of 1077 - 1700, 2. 

4 Surat to Bombay 2<>lli .Tan. 1077, PuratJfcwt Out L. B. 3 of 1077 - 1700, 0 - 7. 
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puis nance of their commands «e have contracted foi ‘-ncli a pniccl, and 
have now laden on the Mnlnbnr (J uniter 634 paiccls whose contents 
and cost please to lead m the enclosed rnvoicc, which gne mu factory 
cicdit foi ; the icst shall he sent j-ou pci the Good ffe ugfthoui a few 
dai s lienee, 1 

In their letter of the 28th Mai ell 1677 the Kuiwrir Chief and 
factois mite to Bomliay : Wo ha\o laden on the Phrntta 371 paieels 
of nee foi the u-c of 3-0111 gammon, being thereunto cnoidcied by the 
Pi evident and Council. 2 

Begaidiug the lice supply lcceiicd fiom Kltnvai the Surat Pi evident 
and Council on the 2Gth Apnl ll>77 unto to Bomlviy: We take 
notice of the 1407 bales of nee the Good Xnqhhcnn hath biought you 
ftom IvdiwjJr; the fi eight of what nee ‘•lie ‘liould bung thence we 
long s-iucc concluded at Its. 10 the Surat klmndi ? 

On the 2nd Jul\ 1677 the Bombay Council wiite to Surat* Wc 
luic calculated the ficigbfc of the Good Xcnjhhour’s nee from 
Man gal % she bunging 140 bale 1 *, winch accoidmg to the rate the 
Malabar Goasfrt held out, makes 1*1231 j)hauii } wlueli at S pliouis to 
the Bomba,} klmndi, nee being neier weighed lieic but nmasuicd by 
the pltu> a is 177 cwt and 74 pit mds equal to 2Gb9 Surat incuts. 
TIus at 22 mds to the Munich makes cwt 121 and mds. 7 Surat. At 
Us. 10 pci lhaudi the total is Its. 121 3-0-36, which please to pay the 
ownois of the Good Xcnjhbouv anil pass it to the island's debt. 4 

Ecgaiding htoicliou<-cs, on the 16th Novcmbei 1U83 the Couit of 
Dncctors wntc* Wc hopJyou aic well supplied with stoichou^cs foi 
paddy uce and otliei pi oil* ions. We luic oideicd our Picsidcnt m 
Council to take caie always to lay in such 6toics tlicic that may be a 
security to oiu island and raise some profit to the Company towaids 
the excessive chaigc they liaic been at an bunging the island to what 

In a Ictlci to tlic Surat Picsidcnt and Council, the 7th Apnl 1GS4, 
the Comt lesume; Caic must be taken concerning the uoikmen 
employed in building any gi.maiicsthat shall be wanting foi preset ving 
the stoic of nee and paddy wo have now* appointed to be constantly 
kept at Bombay. II Inch fabuc we think may bc*t be built live 
or six stoieys high, 27 oi 28 feet wide ftom outside to outside, 
each stray to be 6i foot m depth, and a post undei the middle of every 
gndci pcr]tcudicnlai one ovei another fiom a stone basis from the 
giound, and anothei ught oier that to the gauet (floor), without 
which supports no gudei of any icasonahle scauthugs will bear at 
such a length Por tlio situation, they should be placed as near as you 
can out of gunshot o f any enemy you maj T luve in the road. Older 
anduniforruity in buildings enhance not the puce, and yet arc moie 
metul and comely. This we lccommeud to youi contrivance. We 
think a gianaTy on four collateral sides of a square yaid or quadrangle. 


> Surat Pact Out. L B 3 of 1G77- 1700, 27. 

: 5 nr \ t Out L B. 3 of 1G77 - 1700, 30 

< sTctel 0 B l 4 rf?G7 3 7 ‘S 7 30 . 700j Homc Scrici - L 113 

5 C,,ult to Ifc,,,,,,w 1(11,1 1GS3, Mi Hep Con, tv L Vol 1 of 1631 - 1G«3, DO. 
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after the manner of the bridge house gianaries m Southwark, is an 
Useful and handsome form having a large pair of gates to come iu at, 
Uhieh when shut all aic in safety. Bui we cannot picscnbc to you 
exactly m these things ; you must have respect to the gi omul you have 
to build upon and the case of labour m lccciving and delivenng with 
some legard of order and conformity with those buildings you have 
aheady elected. 1 

In tlic same letter tho Court add : Compel all our early ships that you 
do nut employ for pepper, to fetch nee and eaycr (coir), the lice for 
Bombay .the coir foi Surat, from Mangalor and other places, that we 
' may not heicafler pay them demurrage for lying idle in Swally Hole 
as we have formerly done. 2 

In connection noth a dispute between two giniu-Fcllcrs, in their letter 
to Surat bn the 15th July 1686 the Bombay Council write: Your 
Excellency lias boon pleased to mile about GangadJs Madan”, a Banin, 
llioi chant, being hindered selling his lice by Giidhardrfs. "We ha\e had 
the said merchant and Girdlmdasbefoie us, and do Jindihnt Giidhaulas 
did no such things, but that Gangiulns liad all the ficedom imaginable in 
disposing of his rice and that neither Giidlinrdas, the Modi, nor any 
of the Bight Ilououiablc Company’?. servants that had iico wcie 
permitted to dispose of any till the foreign mcichanls had disposed of 
theirs. This was done to encourage merchants to bung grain to Ibis 
island. The said Gang adds did dcclaic that lie never was befnic the 
Deputy Governor to ask auy liccuse, so consequently could not be 
denied. 3 

, Bombay Deputy Governor and Council’s letter to the Surat General 
aud Council, 1 3th "August 1686 : We have about 80 miidd* of batty 
or unbusked rice in stoic, and about 80 more we may expect this year. 
The old batty which we had in store was decayed, and sold bcfuie 
we received your directions aud shall dispose of nomoie. We will take 
caic what m us lies to make piovision of cattle, pursuant to your oiders.* 

Bombay letter to Surat, 14»th December 10S6 : Some men we arc 
foiecd to lend to go for Mangalor for lice, that commodity being very 
dear on this island, and people aic afraid of the Malabars, but not 
many men go. 3 

Bombay letter to Suiat, 17 ill January 1687: Your Excellency 
gave us order that, iu case we saw occasion, we should lay in four or 
live months’ provision f tom the Modi. t Now the Modi is so very low in 
cash that he cannot supply us with a month’s provision, nor hsndly 
sufficient for the fiigatc lhwfci’s occasions. The truth is he has run 
out much, but lie iusists upon the debt that is due to him iu the 
rebellion aud could he be paid, be should again be iu cash to supply 
us.® " 

Bombay letter to Surat, 19 th Januaiy 1687 : There is a prospect 
.of some vessels goiug down the coast for lice aud pi o visions for this 
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1 Court to Surat 7th April 1GS4, Puli. Pep. Comt's L Vol. 1 of 1GSI - 1GS5, 80 - 811. 
s Court to Surat 7th April 1G81, Pub. Dop. Court s L. Vol 1 of 1681 - 1G85, 80. 

'• .Bonihay to Smat 15th July 1036, Sec. Out. L. 11. 4 of 1677-1087, 1. 

* Sue. Out L B. 4 of 1077 - 1(587, 8. 5 Sec. Out. L. B. 1 of 1077 • 1087, 38. 

" Sec.' Out. It. 13. 4 of 1077 • 1G87, 30. 
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place, ConMiloinig Bitty is alicwly- ii c on to Xemphins 48 and 50 
pci mudii and likely ta be suddenly deaiei, we think it may not lie 
amiss if the Hit In/ f iigatc bo let out oi ‘■ent down to convoy some of the 
vessels if 3*oiu Excellency appi ores thficoF, whn.li may add something 
to wauls the healing her chaigc flic he" at aud will gicatly encourage 
the bunging tmde and pi o visions to the island IAu this i\c cmc yom 
Excellency's speedy ausvvci that no tune. may lie lost on the design if 
concluded on. This frigate is nowon the shorn m oidci to hei fitting 
ioi the sea AA'e hope she will he off in two oi tinea tide3 when she 
shall lie lead}' on all occasions that limy offei. 1 

Bombay letter to Suiat, 26th Jamuuy 1087 • The Rttbi/ fiigato is 
fitted and grav etl to go on any \ oyage yon please to send hei which 
we hope will be to Man gal oi oi that wav to get rice which is all leady 
and will be much wanted 1 

Bombay Government oi dm to Mi. Thomas Law i euec, 13 th November 
1694 • These aie to ouonlci jon ti let Padamshefc goldsmith land aud 
house about 50 oi 00 wulth of batty "* 

"Bombay Govei nment oitAor to Mi . 1 ’bnmas "Lawiemu, 25fli Y cbrniO y 
IG^.i . There aie to enoidci yon to permit two Gogin boats to- ltnpoil 
liatfy and to husk it and suiter them to cany the same off this island, 
they paying 3 on custom foi it . 4 

Bombay Government ordci to the w ai chouse lrccpei Mr. AY. M, 
Reynolds^ 25lh Maieli 1702 : Deliver to Alv.no Alorello 14 with of 
the lliglit Ilonoiuable Company’s batty to advance to the Cumnibees 
^Kulambis) of all the all deal 3 (alrlcas 01 villages) of this island," 
fciimilai oulci again 011 29tli Apul 17 02 : Dchvci unto Alvaio Mo^ello 
to lw deli\ e.cd to the Kunbis 4 mwhia of tha Bight Honourable 
Company’s liatty m paifc of the quantity' usually' advanced to them 6 


Bombay Deputy Governor and Council’s oidei to the wai chouse- 
keeper Mi AY. AI. Reynolds, 1st Apnl 1702 : Dchvci unto Alt. Daniel 
Dermtuos cleik of the maikefc, 20 viiolns of the Right Honourable 
Company’s batty, it being to lie by' him dchvcml to the Jvacheins 
fri licensed rice scllcis ot Ibis island, to l>c by- them retailed out to the 
people tlieicof at the late ot Xciapluns 34 pci mitda, tlieichy to supply- 
then necessities and to 1 educe to that rate that commodity- fiom its 
piesenfc pmc of Xeiaphms 38 per mmla? Simdai oidci again on Nth 
Apul 1702 . Delivei unto Air Daniel Demilnos, dcik of Hie maiket 
of the Eight Honourable Company’s batty-, being to be 
by- him delivei ed to the Kr-chcras of this island, to lie by- them ictailed 
out to the people thereof at the rate of Xciapluns 34 pci 7/1 tula, theiehy 
to supply their necessities and to induce that commodity fiom the 
pics-enl puce thuieol h Similar older a gam on 9tli "A fay 1702 * 
ehyer unto Mr ‘Daniel Demituos, clerk of the maiket, 30 muihh 
°L U £ W Honourable Company'*. batty, lobe by him delivered to 
tlio Kacliei.ib of this lbland, to be by them lotalled out to the pciqilo 


= S.T' oil*’ ^ 5 i °l 1( 1 77 • 10S7 » "3- Poncst’b Home Senes, I i.-, 3 
3 See* Out \ '**• SforrtsVs Home Senes. 1 

7 Sec, Out. L 11 'ESttSJSffiggS f 
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thereof at the rate' of Xeraphins 34 per muda, thereby ‘to supply their 
necessities and to reduce to that 1 ate* that commodity fiom its piesent 
piice of 38 Xeraphins per mudn •} 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25tli January 1724: The 
Governor and CouneiVjof St. Holcna_lia\ing requested of us in their letter 
of the 10th June last a supply of rice and wheat by every returning 
ship from lienee to Europe, agreed that Bengal rice being so low as 
Its. 1 h the pnka man, we piuchaso 100 bags and lay it on the Hanover. 
But whereas the new crop of wheat is not yet come in, resolved that 
w o wait another opportunity t<? send them some thereof.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26 tlr October 1724: .Our 
granaries being low and batty as yet coming in but very loisuiely, in 
some mcasuic to provide against accidents it is agreed that we consign 
on the Green (bound for) Mangalor Rs. 4000 to be invested in rice and 
laden on the Vidona hither so soon as she maybe spared fiom Kdrwdr. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29lh November 1728 : Prom au 
examination of the people on board the two boats of batty brought on 
the 22nd instant by the Dolphin cruizcr, it appearing that the batty 
belonged* to 'the Angria and was carrying to Cundiy (lveuery), and the 
boats though belonging to this island, yet being fioighted by one of 
Angna J s agents on pretence, as the proprietors say, to bung wood to the 
island, and having reason to believe that such practices have been too 
fioquent j it is agreed for example's sake that the boats as well as the 
batty be confiscated as prizes for the benefit of the captors, the value 
being about Rs. 600. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13tli September 1734: There 
being a piospeet of a fine crop of batty, and sundry of our inhabitants 
representing that they have a considcialile quantity of the old batty in 
warehouse, which they shall suiter in the sale of if we do not peimit 
them to cxpoit part tlveieof, it is agreed that they bo allowed to 
export till fuithcr ordeis/ 1 

Bomba}' Government Consultation, 27tli September 1734: Our 
Portuguese neiglibouis not permitting any batty to be exported from 
tlieii territory as they appichcnded if will lie wanted for the supplying 
of Goa through their disputes with the Kdnarcso and as thereby we 
shall be depiived of the quantity usually "received fiom thence, it is 
agreed that we put a ‘stop to the exportation of grain from hence to 
prevent the piice rising too exorbitantly on our pool 1 inhabitants. 6 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th November 1736 : The 
wai chouse-keeper acquaints the Boaid that though it had been 
customary lieretofoie to receive only ten phams of rice for every muda 
of batty, lie had prevailed upon the people who follow that occupation, 
to engage to deliver info the Company's waiehouse ten phuius and 


1 Sec. Out L B. 7 of 1000 - 1702, 165. From 5th May 1702, Mi. Francis Forbes was 
the warehouse torpor. Ditto, 62 A. 

• 5 Pub Di.uy 2 of 1721, 1(> Foi test’s Home Seiics, II. 34 
3 Pub. Duuy 2 of 172 J, 136. i P„b Diaiy 3 of 1727-28, 231. 

5 Pub. Di.uy 7 of 1731, 137-13S. 6 Pub Diary 7 of 1731, 170, 
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.two ndholih o£ lice for every muila oE 1*itty, and defiled a minute to lie 
made hcicof to be refeued to upon any occasion heicaflei. 1 

Bomliay Govenimeufc Consultation, '27th Apul 1737: Being very 
appieliensive theie mil be .a want of gram ioi our inhabitants (tluough 
the piohibiiion of bunging it hither fiom the Marathits’ countiy), anti 
gieafc liumbci o£ aselo«s people having lesoitcd hithci Finee the late 
invasion of the Poitugucse tcmloncs who will expend the pi o visions 
m the place without being of any service, it is agiccd that a 
publication lie issued lcqmung all slmugeis who have* come hither 
siucc the beginning of those trouble*, to depait the islaud m seven 
days, and ioibidding any of the inhabitants to cntcitam or conceal 
them atlci that timer 


Bombay Government Consultation, 3id May 1737'- Finding the 
Maulthas lefusc to pcimit anj grain being bionght to this island and 
appiehendmg theie will be a want of grain for our inhabitants lwfote 
the next fair season, it is thought necessary to have a tiue account of 
, the stocks at picsent on the island. Foi this purpose it is agiccd 
that a publication ho issued icquiung c\ ci y inhabitant to gne an exact 
account to the heads of then respective castes, of batty lice or olhci 
grain in tlicir possession, under penalty of foifeitmg such as shall lie 
found not contained in that account, and such faithci pnmshment as 
the Board shall think tit to inflict ; audit is agiccd that half the giain 
attempted to he concealed shall be given to the infoimor, which we 
think mil ho a .sufficient encouragement to make discoi cues. IhiccLcd 
that the heads of the lcspeetive castes dclivci the accounts of the grain 
found upon the island to the Custom Mastcis of Bombay and Malum 
in ordci to be laid befoie Ihu Bond ’ 

Bombiy Government Consultation, 10th June 1737 : The Custom 
Master lays befoie the Board the follomng account of the grain 
lcmaimng upon the island, as taken by the beads of the lcspeeliio 
castes : 


Bomlay Giain Supply, 1737 . 


Gn a 

District. 

Quantity. 

Batty .. 

i Bombay .. 

■Jfudth ... 2070 

- 

( Mdlnm . 

. . 1372 

Uico aiul other grain.. 

f Bombay . 

Khawhs . . o-IG 

1 M.lhtm 

ay ••• JG0 


The above quantity is judged sufficient foi the use of oui inhabitants 
till the opening of the fan season. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th May 1737 : Theie not 
being a snflicieut quantity of nee in wai eliouse for the' use of the 
gamson and maune duiing the rainy season, nor any of the iriowlh of 
this countiy piocnrahlc atpiescnt, the Piesidcnt acquaints the Board 


5wy •» "1 1730, 1GP, ^ 
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that Mr. Waslell, snpracargo of the ship Pelham , had made an offer of 
about 500 bags of iiuc Bengal rice at Rs. 4 and 2500 oidinary at 
Rs. 3 i, being the lowest he could afford to sell it for. It is accordingly 
agreed to take it at that rale, and diiccted tliat the warehouse-keeper 
receive the same. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th September 1737 : It is 
obsei ved that it is greatly to bo fcaicd we shall be in want of lice the 
ensuing season not only through the prospect of a bad crop but the 
certainty of a piohibition of bringing ns grain from the Marrtthas’ 
country if they find they can thereby distress us. The President 
therefore proposes that if the Rose anives in time from Suiat, she be 
sent with the above vessels {intended to go to block up Angria in his 
poit) to proceed to Mangaloi and load with lice, arid as sundry of our 
inhabitants arc preparing to send boats thither on the like service, the 
having a convoy in their icturn may be encouragement to otlicis. 
Wc do not apprehend any danger of the Rose coming up alone as our 
other fleet unit be lying off Glioiia. If is accordingly lcsolvcd that <he 
be cmplo 3 'cd in this manner. For an encouragement to oui inhabitants 
to import batty, it is agiccd that wc raise the price to Rs. 25 per 
» iindar 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3id October 1737 : The President 
acquaints tlie Boar d that be bad desired this meeting to consider how 
to picvcnttlic evils wc aic threatened with through the picscnt great 
want of grain for the use of our inhabitants ; observing that wc can 
expect none from the Mardthris who have prohibited any being hi ought 
hither unless we consent to supply them with warlike stores, which 
would be too dangeious an expedient. Further by letters lately lcceivcd 
fiom the General of tlie North wc arc disappointed in our hopes of 
being furnished fiom the Portuguese, as he tells the President that lie 
canuot spare any until he has laid in a sufficient stock for the King’s 
foits and gan ison, and he is dubious fiom the badness of the present 
ci op that they shall have little more than enough for this service. From 
the uoi them pails we may indeed about a month hence hope to receive 
grain, which however is uncertain, and our greatest dependence for rice 
is on Maugalor, and as the liobc (whom no pioposcd to send for a 
comoy to the boats hound thither and to countenance them while theic) 
is not yet arrived fiom Surat, the President desiics the opinion of 
the Boaid for preventing any disappointment in the supply of lice vc 
hope to piocure at Maugalor. On this it is obsen ed that it is absolutely 
necessary constantly to block up the enemy’s ports, and if we older any 
of the ciuizcis in harbour for a convoy to Maugalor, they cannot 
icturn hither to clean and lake in wood and water in time enough to 
he sent to relievo tlie vessels we now design to send to lie *off Glicria. 
Whereupon Commodore Massey moves whether it be not possible for his 
ship Wilmington to proceed to Maugalor and convoy back the rice vessels 
time enough for him to make his passage to Gombroon and return with 
the wool before the ships bound for England in January may he sailed. 
The Boaid considering hereupon, it is computed that the fleet may get 
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(low n to Mnngaloi in seven days, and *s the lice they may benny able to 
get ic all in readiness (licing tlie lemarns' of last \ ear’s nop), 1«> days is 
the longest tcim. they need. slay at tint port . In all probability 1h'*y 
maybe up liaic again by tlie 15th Ncwcinbci and we shall not need to 
detain the Wihnuujton nho\c twod three days nflei hei annul to 
despatch hei foi Gomhioon. Allowing twenty dais fm t!\e passive 
thither and as man v m her iclum, and that she will lie detained theie 
nt the most file day’s, the wool will lie here accoidmjj to this way or 
reckoning 1 l>y the 5th Januaiy at faithest. To save time the Tiesulunt 
ohsenes that tlie timber for ‘Gombroon may be now’ put on lxmd tlie 
Wihni lift ton , and that aftai she has comoied tlie \es>=els to Mangnlui 
and seen thorn up safe as high as llnjipiu, she may then stand for the 
Gulf wheieby hei iclum with the wool will lie lory much expedited. 
To lie at tlie gicalei ccitamU it will lie nccc-saij to limit hei dop.ii lure 
fiom JMangaloi to the last of Oetolici ; but if the lxi.it- should lie loaded 
lieforc that time m Captain Massey finds no i ice is to lx- got, m the 
place, that he comes away so much the soonei as he is aide. 

By the \wo«eewtioA of this design we hope to perform., all the roost 
mateii.il seiuees at pieonit lcqmsite, namely the blocking up Anglia, 
piociuing a supply of grain so absolutely necoe«aiy foi the island, and 
winging the wool from Pei tia which wc shall lw in gic.it want of to 
complete the loadingt. of the ships on hand and we hope will pimean 
acceptable ailiclc to our Honourable Masloio It istheiefoicnguedtlia{> 
the Wilmiuafon be oulcicd to Mnngnloi 1o convoy and piotcct the 
ictiels sent foi lice, and aftci seeing them safe as high as ll.-ij.ipm that 
she make the best of lui way to Gomhioon. And diieeted th it the 
‘ timliei received fiom Calicut foi repairing the facloiy of Gomluoon Ikj 
immediately scut on board. 1 

Bombay Goicinmont Consultation, 7th Oclohci 1737: Sailed the 
IVit miiif/tnii foi Mangaloi, with the Siim-ts, Ann, and AiJt rufuir giabs 
aud snndiy shiba is under lici eomoy to lmng up lice for the senn e of 
the island s 


Bmnbay Gover nment Consultation, I'HhOctoWn 1737 : The Piesidont 
observes that it is now’ necessaiy to think of making a provision of 
grain foi oui inhabitants till tlie end of next rains which he appiehcnds- 
it will not lie possible to do fiom the pails about us thiough the 
prohibition of expoiting it fiom the Marntha country aud the oxlicmo 
badness of the crop Noi can we expect a suflieicnl' Fiijiply fiom the 
noithwaixloi even fiom Mnngnloi since wc aieassmedthe general te.ueily 
m these paits will oblige the Portuguese and Samhhaji Angua to 
have lccouisc to Mangalor whcic the largo demand ol othcis will 
probably pievont oui getting the quantity we may want The 
licudcnt lieitupon proposes to desne tlio President and Council of 
Bengal to supply us with 12,000 oi 15,000 bags sending pail thoicof on 
any of our Hon’blc Maslcis’ ships hound this way, and to contract, with 
any moichants of the place on the best teims they can to delivoi us the 
lcmaindcr at a ceitain late. The Board considering the picscul gicat 
scarcity, the little prospect of supplying ouisclvcs sufficiently from the 
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paits on this side of India, and the dreadful evils to be apprehended from 
the want of grain, does unanimously agice to the above proposal, and it 
is dnectcd that a letter be got in readiness and despatched by express 
patamar} 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st November 1737 : Having in 
our foimcr Consultations icmarkcd the gieat scarcity of grain and our 
apprehensions of the difficulties we may be reduced to through the want 
thcieof towards the end of the season, we now think it necessary to secure 
what batty (unhusked rice) can be got on account of our Hon'blo Mastcis. 
Batty will keep much bettor than rice and is more esteemed by the sepoys 
and others' to u horn it is to be delivered . The warehouse-keeper is therefore 
directed to buy in such quantities of batty as aie from time to time 
imported, and the Piesideut is desiied to advance him money as it shall be 
v anted to pay for the same. As at present only a small quantity of rice 
is- in warehouse for the supjily of our military and marine, and ns some 
merchants make an offer of 5000 robins of Mangalor rice at the rate of 
Us. 2 £ the robin, which is one quarter of a rupee the robin less than the 
piicc settled by the quarter sessions, it is agreed that we puicliase the 
same on our Hon'blc Masters* account, and directed that the amount be 
paid out of the treasury. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation 2nd December 1737 : Received per. 
galivat a letter from the Chief and factors at Surat, dated the 23rd ultimo, 
advising that they had purchased 500 1‘handis of batty which thcy__ 
compute will come out at lls. 23 per rnuda and is to be delivered us 
here clear of all charges and a proportionable abatement made for any 
deficiency that may happen ; 500 Xhandis more they have ordered to 
be procured, but give little hopes of getting it anything cheaper as the 
present demand for grain in those parts keeps up the price. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th January 1738 : Some 
mercliants offeiing about 500 khanchs of Scmdy rice at the same late 
wo bought that belonging to Captain Pearce (being Bs. 2} per phara), 
and as we may yet be in want notwithstanding the provision we have 
made; it. is agreed that we take it on those teims as it will be an 
encouragement to others to import more. 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28tli April 1738 : The Kuubis 
who make salt in the several villages^ present a petition to be supplied 
with some lice for the subsistence of their families offering to pay for 
same out of their salt. Agreed to let them have 200 bags of' Bengal 
rice at Rs. 6^ per bag, the patels and mukndajns signing a bond for 
the amount and making over the produce of their salt grounds to the 
Honourable Company for their security. 6 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th May 1738 : The ware- 
housekeeper lays before the Board an account of Bengal rice received 
per ship Halifax , namely cwt. 4131-1-25, making 2821 bags of 164 
pounds each which at Rs. 6^ per bag (the price agieed on in Bengal) 
amounts to Rs. 18,339-2-85 ; Captain Roger "Woodburne requesting 
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that llio same may he made good to him, onlcied that it he paid out of 
the treasury. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, ISth January 1735) : The 
President iepie=enting to the Board the insufficiency of our supplies of 
giain for the demand of the yoai and the obstacles to the obtaining it 
from the Mardtlia count lies and Mangaloi, it is agreed that a letter 
he immediately prepared to the Clntf and factors at Surat directing 
their purchase of a quantity of liatty fiom 1000 to laOO moralis 
(mudih) and that if they cannot procure com eyances to send it down on 
oonvenient terms, that they advise us timely for our supplying boats 
fiom hence.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23id January 1739 • The 
President acquaints the Bnaid that this Consultation is expressly held 
to determine lire best method for providing a quantity of nec for the 
uigent occasions of the island. It may be of the must consequence 
to the place itself should it he unprovided with giam foi the immediate 
suppoit of the inhabitants, as the labouring classes chiefly depend on the 
,Goi eminent for even their daily supplies. The extraction of nec from 
MangalorandtlieMaidtha countiies being found impracticable, and the 
provision lately ordered from Surat, the success of wlncli depending on 
Narsdri, Gandevi, and other paits m possesion of the Gliemms oi 
Marathds beiug too precarious to trust entucly to, the President 
proposes to write to Mr. Cliarles Boddham, residing at Scindy (Sind) 
on an employ from the gentlemen at Bengal, to pui chase from 1000 
to 1500 carwals of red nee on account of the Honourable Company 
' and to direct lum to advise us of the time lie may expect the lice to he 
in readiness that we may send up a vessel to convey it dou n The 
Board agreeing thereto, ordered that a letter he instantly framed to the 
foregoing purpose and recommended to the Chief and factors at Surat 
to be forwarded to said Ghailcs Boddham by the safest and speediest 
means.- 


Bombay Government Consultation, 8th June 1739 : The President 
communicates to the Boaid a iopre.-eniation received from Captain 
bamuel Vlalker, Commandant, setting forth that the officers and sepoys 
doing duty at Sion, Sun, TYarli, and other outposts complained of the 
black beiudy nee being issued to them at R*. 2 per phara m lien of tlieir 
usual stated allowance of batty. This they repicsent will lie a loss to 
them as they will be deprived of tliebiokcn lieo or latmli which makes 
giuel or kmiji and which the batty yields when they giiud it to nee a 

A^ Ur n, pei ^ 0rmetI ? . llieir 'Without any expense to them. 

And the issuing of ncc to them is the gicatei haidship, as they weic 
obliged to take batty of the Honourable Company at theiate of Ks 22-1 
per mvda when the market piiee was no moie Ilian Its. 1*. Thev 

th f exp 1 en& 7 ° tlic ^ aie iu heil1 ? absent fiom then 
families at thoir posts, which occasions a double chm go a t tliis time 
when wood and otlier nccessanes of life arc so deal. They leonesfc 
therefore that batty be delivered them out as customaiy oi tLat the 
nee he chaiged to them at the same rate as to the topa=se« The foie- 
gomg request hem g consjdeied and the ma tter bem| found truly 1 and 
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icasonably slated, the Board agreed that relief be given in such manner 
as requested ; and that issues be made in batty as far as conveniently 
can be, or the nee be charged to the inilitaiy on the same terms the 
topasses receive it which is at Its. 1-2-20. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3id August 1739 : The Picsi- 
dent mentioning to the Boaid that seveial merchants ulio had imported 
lice and gram to supply the public necessities, now the same are got 
over, apprehending they must, bo considerable sufferers bj' the surplus 
left on their hands, aic desirous of leave for exporting it to other parts 
in quest of a vend The reasonableness of this being evident it is 
unanimously agreed that such a general license be granted with a proper 
control and reserve to keep a sufficient stock on the place. 2 

Letter fioni Captain Samuel Walker to the President, 9tli October 
1710: The officeis have long wished for your Ilonoiu’s restoring 
them the privilege of supplying their several companies with batty. 
This request being made known to j-our Honour, you were pleaded to 
hint that if the officeis would oblige themselves to supply their several 
companies uitli batty at the rate of Bs. 22 per muda for a constanc}' 
dear oi cheap, being the same price the Company supply their sepoys 
with laity, your Honour would consider of it. This is an obligation 
they date not enter into ; but they do promise that if j-our Honour 
will grant them the favour of supplying their several companies with 
batty, they will and do oblige themselves from one year to another to 
supply their several companies with batty at the rate of Ks. 221 por 
muda. Was the Company's monthly subsistence equal to the officeis' 
expenses (which in my opinion is fai from being extravagant), I should 
now have foibore making this representation in their behalf. 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th October 1710: Read the 
above letter from the Captain Commandant of the Regiment, whcicon 
the Pi evident acquaints the Board that some lime ago the officers had 
the privilege of supplying their lespective companies with batty for 
which they chaigcd a liighcr price than wliat the Honourable Company 
did on their monthly supplies to the sepoys. This being represented as 
a hardship lie had given orders that the soldiers should in future he 
supplied out of the Company's granaries on the like terms as the sepoys. 
The same being then considered, and that the pay of the officeis is 
a bare subsistence, their perquisites but very trifling, and as they 
engage to provide their people at the rate of Rs. 22^ per vivda , the 
same as the Honourable Company now do, that our compliance will he 
lmt little loss to our Honourable Masters and may be an encouragement 
to them. It is tliercfoic agreed to. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12tli February 174-1 : Our slock 
of batty iu warehouse being no more than 1900 mudds and batty being 
now pretty cheap, it is observed that should the Portuguese, who it is 
certain have a force on their way from Europe, commence hostili- 
ties with the Mardthas, the price would instantly riso and probably a 
stop might be put to any being brought hither. The custom master 
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if. dii cc ted to make enquiry o£ llie bc&t and cheapest method foi secui- 
uij' as far as 1500 mud as which is esteemed necessary to he added to 
oui iemaming quantity for the service of this island 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20tli I’cbiuaiy 1741 : Tor the 
post of clerk of the maikct Mr. Edwaid Say is proposed in eonsidcra'- 
tionoflus piecout eneumstaueos This will Lc a means of support 
to him which he is at picsent destitute of, without putting our Ilou'blc 
Masteis to any greater cliatgo than the Allowance of Its 12 per month 
foi servants’ wages. Though this gentleman was foimcily high m 
the Company’s scivicc and lias since been employed as supracaigo of 
puvalc ships, misfortune has prevented his possessing *a modeiatc 
subsistence. We think the appointing lnm foi the piccitcd reasons will 
evidently appeal to he with no other view than an act of charity, and 
therefore meet mill our Hon’ble Mast ei s’ approval. 2 . 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20tli Novenihei 174] : Our stock 
of batty now m warehouse being no moie tlian about 2000 mm Ids and 
the price of that article being at present tolerably cheap, it is moved 
to consider whether it may not ho propei to lay in a fnillier piousion 
lemaikmg at the same time that should the Portuguese this yeai hiing 
their foieesto the noithwaid the pnee will he considei ably enhanced 
and not unlikely hut the Mauit lrts will tlicu lay a prohibition on any 
being imported flora then poimtiy which would considerably dirtic-.su* 
should we be desfatute of a sufficient stock. It is t hciefoi c n<'i ecd tliat 
we endcavom to contiact for 3000 mmlds on the most ica-onablc terms, 
fyivaji Dnaiamshet being asked wbetber he would fuiindi us with the 
above quantity and at what rate, lie elioo-es to deelme entenng iuto 
any agieemeut The same question being put to Eupji Diuni i ho 
oileis to provide the same at the late oE Ks. 13] per mndit. provided we 
will advance him the sum of Es. 10,000 The llnaid is sensible the 
puce Rupp demands is reasonable, and as lie is a man of substance 
time is no iisk m trusting him with the sum defied. Agreed that a 
contiact be entered into with the said Eupji Dhanji on the follow in* 
conditions A sum of Es. 10,000 to be advanced and when Ixitty has 
been delivered to that amount Eupp to be paid fiom time to time for 
the quantities actually received by tire waiehou=c-keepei, tlie whole 
3000 muduj, to be dehvcied within four months from tin* day, namely 
~500 mudas m tluee months and the lemmnder in the succeeding 
month The said Hupp to sign a bond for the punctual pcifomnucf 
any failure to incur a penalty of Es. 3000. It being icpiSentedTS 
will be a want of proper wai chouses foi depositing the afoicsa d luttv 
agreed to appropriate a building belonging to the laud 
piesencontamingchuium, the floor being raised to a pEwiJ 
This the laud paymaster is dnccted to sec done wift rtl 
expedition and at the least chaige. 3 lta a I possible 

Eomhay Government Consultation, 10th Decembm 17.1.1 . ir , 
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as also the quantities respectively deposited he now presents, and desires 
this ininulc to be accordingly made for his justification. This leadiug 
the J3oaid to consider how or by what mcaus we might be able to per- 
fect some proper storehouses for that article belonging to our Honour- 
able Masters j as one expedient it is proposed that the houses built for 
dyeis by the late Piesidont Cowan, now of no manner of use, bo 
nppiopiiatcd for that advice. To render them dry and secure, additions 
and rcpaiis amounting to Rs. 146G-2-G2 will bo icquircd. As this 
bears no proportion to tlio expense that will be inclined by continuing 
any large quantity in the warehouse of piivate poisons, the land 
paymaster is directed to sec to the execution of the work pioposcd in 
the most frugal manner. 1 

Bombay Govemmont Consultation, 3rd September 171-2 : The Pre- 
sident observes that thiougli the want of lain there is too much ions on 
to appichcnd a scai city of giain the -ensuing season. Our neighbours 
the Muathtte it is said have already proluhited (he exportation of giain 
from their country, and it would seem to him \\ 01 thy of consideration 
whether we ought not to pursue the same measures. The Boaul 
unanimously agiee that the export of grain he foi bidden Horn this day. 
Here a motion is made in favour of sonic mei chants who, in consequence 
of pel-mission regularly obtained at the time when the scat city was 
not so apparent nor even foicsecn, have actually fieiglilcd boats ‘to the 
number of seven, on whom a quantity of about 500 tiuiddg is laden 
designed for Goa. As a lefusal to export -would subject these 
merchants to certain loss, the question being put whether this grain 
should now he allowed to he exported, it was carried in tlic nflii motive 
by a majority, subject to the condition that within the space of three 
months the expoitcrs engage to import an equal quantity to that 
carried oft. To w-hat is premised above with legaid to grain w'c have 
this melancholy addition. The poor aie daily complaining for want. 
Such as have batty by them deny the fact- or at best insist upon an 
extraordinary price winch falls heavy upon the meaner sort. As by 
the contracts made last year for batty it fortunately happens a quantity 
lcxnains in our Honourable Masters’ possession it is proposed and agreed 
.that the wareliousc-kccper daily issue to the clcik of the market 10 
mudds of batty at the rate of Its. 1G the inuda , which the latter 
must see is publicly vended in the bazar for the relief of the poor. 
After' we see w-liat effect that will have, w r e can hereafter lake such 
measures as shall appear necessary. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th March 1 743 : There being 
still a want df grain for the supply of the common people, it is directed 
that the. warehouse-keeper, issue to the clerk of the market as far as 
300 mudds of batty to be sold in the bazdr as the poorer sort of people 
may want' it, at tlic price it sells for at tho Mandvi.when imported, 
which may prevent tne purchasers of large quantities keeping batty up 
at a liigb price. 5 

Bombay Govemmont Consultation, 27th May 1743 ' From tho 
appearance of the -want of grain, tlio price continuing very high and 
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even sncli person*; as aie possessed of any quantity lcfusiug to sell any 
pait though intended foi tlic ielie£ of lire pom, it is agiucd that ihc 
Bomba}' and Malum custom masters with the eleik of the maiket do 
make scaieli in all private houses and v arcliou=es sealing up the n ale- 
house nhero any quantity is found, and that till this account can he 
taken, tlie •naiehoueo-kcopoi is=ueto the clcik o£ the maiket as far as 
101) mndas of batty to be publicly sold iu the bazdr, a cerlaiu quantity 
every day. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3id June 1743 * Accra ding to 
tlie older made m our last Consultation an accouut is delivered of the 
giaan found m the possession of pm ate meidiants and as tlicie is no 
otlici way to pi ovide for the subsistence of the poorest sent of people 
than hv obliging those poisons to give out oE their slocks, the clerk o£ 
the maiket is empoweicd to take from them what is daily icquucd for 
the supply of the 'maiket, Tliis he is to lotail out paying the owner 
the puce it ljcais from time to time at the custom-house 3 


The lccoids of 1743-14 contain details of a conti overfly legaiding 
the measmes to be adopted to pceuie a supply of moderately pneed 
giain to the pool m ycais of scaicity. The contiovoisy aro-o out of 
the appointment of Mi Edward Say the same who in 17 ll ‘•as a 
rnattei of chanty ’ liad been made eleik of the maiket to supci sede the 
existing Musahnan Kaehai/is oi licensed ricc-sclleis ulio had failed to 
lay in a piopci supply of nee. The entnes and coiicspondcncc aio 
inlcicsting in showing what practical opposition the Grand Jmy and 
the Bench of Justices could then make to Government incasuics and the 
freedom of discussion among the Mcmbcis of Council The papers 
also show how gicatly the City of Bombay and ideas rcgaidim- its 
supply of giam have altoied during the last ccntuiy and a half : 

On the 26tli August 17 13, the Grand Juiy dchvcicd the following 
picscntmont to the Couit of Oyer and Tcimincr and Jail Drlivciy. 

members present were the Honourable William Wake, Governor 
° n°n and others His Majesty’s Justices for the Town 

^ d “r- Grand Jury, upon oui oaths do picsent 

that bj a petition of certain Icadmrus or nce-sclleis, pi c-entod unto us. 
it appeals that the making and vending of lice is monopolized by one 
man and they aic excluded the benefit of the same j theiefoie we do 
present unto youi Woiships this as a gneranee which leqmics red, ess, 
subnut t ° ? us . H ^ourable Bench whether m futuie the 
sale of the said commodity should not be general and not limited to any 
one man oisetof men which will pievent oppiessmo- the noor On 
the above, the Chairman (Honourable WilliamVakef obscivc*. liiat it 
lias always been the custom of this place as also of the ncighboiiunc 

to . a lT<» nt a ceitain pcison oi persons to letaif unbeaten 
nee in the lazai to the paoicr soit of people who by that means might 

lio tw" h® 6111,0 ® £ba : vin e it m t ma11 Wtrfies and at a i cannabic 
mte, the Government fixing the price alwavs illrm™,. +1 „ ii 
mpmpeimuifi pwat (A. 

lestiicnon was kid on any who weie inclined to buy and lotail naouiid 
beaten nee for Uicn famibes or exportation. All that was desired 
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was that the labouring people might be supplied without imposition; 
that the ricc-sellcrs who had formerly this license had frequently been 
complained of and some corpoially punished and otlicis lined; and in 
times of seal city had or at least pretended not to have what was required 
for the daily' supplies of the bazar, fiorn whence the Company has been 
and if a general hbci ty is given, may again l>c obliged to i c snc lice from 
then warehouse though attended with a loss. On the whole, the orders 
lie had given were agiccablc to the usual practice of the place and what in 
the opinion of the most principal merchants would be for the case of the 
poor, lie therefore now left it to the Justices whether the Giand Jury's 
picscntmcnt should be complied with. The Justices wcic of opinion it 
should. Upon tins the Cliaiinian declares lie shall be glad to find the 
- event produces a good effect, though of that lie has great leason to doubt. J 

The lecoid of the next sessions (28th October 1713) contains the 
following : The* general license for letailing rice in the bazar oidcrcd 
at last sessions is now l evoked by the Justices ; and the consideration 
how and in wliat manner the place shall be supplied, is lefcrrcd to the 
Honourable the Governor in Council . 2 

In connection with this passage-at-aims bctu con the Government and 
the Grand Jury, in their letter dated 20th March 174J* the Coiu-t of 
Directors write : We arc concerned to perceive by the advices Iiefoic 
us that grain was scarce and dear upon the island, by the jMsuatlirts not 
impoitiug as usual, we aic appichcnsivc some disgust was given them 
by denying a fice sale of their cargoes. As the plenty and cheapness of 
the necessaries of life are highly requisite to the welfare of the island, 
wc aic willing to think that 3 'ou had no sinister views in altering the 
usual method of supplying the mftikct, although the Grand Jury 
picscnlcd the same as a great e\il. Upon seriously considering this 
alfau- in cvciy light wc are of opiuion the old method was best When- 
ever you find the Mavdtlias withholding grain, you will do well to have 
lcsoit to Mangalor as was done upon this occasion by sending the 
Montague and Pultcncy tliilher, though Its. 7000 fieiglit to the latter 
for so short a trip seems to bo too high a rate. Mr. Edward Sav, clerk 
of the market, must 110 longer be continued in that post but an upright 
capable covenant servant must he appointed in his room . 15 

Before this Despatch was written on the 3rd February 17*14-, at a 
Government Consultation, the [President reminds the Board of tho 
resolution come to at last general quarter sessions for tlic President and 
Council to consider what means are most piopci for supplying the 
labouring and poorer sort of people with viec. lie lcmarks that the 
rice which has always hitherto been confined to be sold by the l radiants 
only is giound but unbeaten nee, it being tho most proper for them. 
That all persons have ever boon at libeity to sell batty and beaten rice 
in the bazar or _ anywhere else without any restraint ■whatever, as also 
to make batty into unbeaten lice for their own use or exportation at 
tlieir own pleasiuc (except when graiu-is scarce wdicn only the Govern- 
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went piohflnls the exportation of it). That in spite of tins freedom 
the Chand July’s picsentmcnt at the quarter sessions m August last 
implied tluvt Hie sole vending of all ldnds of lice was conimed to 
one poison, and eonfoimable to the tenour of that picscntincnt, the 
Bench of Justices 01 dcicd that every pei>on should have the liboity of 
selling unbeaten lice in the bazar 01 cl«cwlicic, that the poor and 
labmuing people might buy as cheap as they conld The President 
icminds the Board that as Chauman lie had asked the foieman of the 
Giand Juiy whether their presentment was founded upon any complaint 
that had been made to them. The foicman's lcply was ‘No; it is 
deigned to pi event any complaint in futuic.' The Pi evident fiuihci 
explains that it had always been the custom of tins place, a custom 
which obtained with the Portuguese at Ba^som as \\ ell as other places, 
to appoint a eeitain peison or persons Mooimcn called lacltards who 
only wcie to «ell out by retail in some small paieels in the public 
jnaikcts unbeaten nee to such pooi and labouring people as had not 
time 01 conveniences to gund it themselves, and till August last, for 
then chaige and tioublc the Jeaeharas wcie always peimittcd by the 
Government to sell half a vtuda of good unbeaten nee at tlu rate of 
He 1 moie tlian the puce of a muda of batty as lated at the custom 
house, or otheiwue as the Goveinment thought piopci to fix it. That 
though these Kathend s obliged themselves to supply the bazar with 
unbeaten nee at all events, still in times* of scaicity as they ncvci had a 
sufficient stock, the Ilonouiablo Company had always bfccn obliged, and 
generally to their loss, to pmchase alnoad for the semcc of the bazar. 
If m seasons of scaicity the Company have to make good the Inkmce 
requued by the bazdi the Company ought to have the sole light to 
supply the haz.il with batty to bo made into unbeaten lice as afoicsaid. 
Unless this lestiichon is made, in time of plenty if all shopkcepeis 
can sell the Company's batty may and will spoil upon tbcu hands; 
and m a time of scarcity, if no piopcr provision is made, the pool must 
staivc It is well known to the whole town that in times of scaicity 
llic./.nr/icirds did not supply the bazar hut sold pnvatcly in the night 
by false mcaMUCs at what puces and such tiash as they pleased ; £m 
which abuses they have been ficquontly fined and punished Last year 
when batty ww* \eiy high and rising, the moichants complained to the 
President and icquestcd him that the batty might he issued out of tho 
Company’s wai chouse When no batty came as heretofoie to the custom 
house for sale foi tho consumption of tho bazai, it became necessary to 
appoint some piopoi and honest peison to make it into unbeaten nee 
and vend it as usual. Iiupji Dlumji, a considerable merchant, who on 
tho like occasion had befoio undei taken the work, was asked but 
lefused, alleging bis business would not permit him to give the necessary 
attendance The moidiants then pioposcd Mi. Say, who w’as clcik of 
the maiket, as tho piopeicot peison. This was the sole icason why 
Mi. Say was so appointed during that time of scaicity. The Piesidenfc 
lrclioves Mr. Say executed tho business vciy justly oi at least as well 
as tho badness of the batty he had fiom the Company's warehouse, it 
'being old, would pcimit 

The lad taut s hcietofoie permitted solely to supply the bazdi with 
unbeaten lice having cvci been complained of the Ilonouiablc Company 
have generally been 'n.ifl'eiois by being obliged either to pi ovule in' 
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time of scarcity for the poor and labouring people, or to foicc-sueh as 
had a stock of batty ou the island to sell for the supply of the bazdr. 
To put a stop to the c e evils and to secuic that the poor and labouring* 
people may bo provided for without imposition, the President pioposcs 
that, at a convenient time the Honourable Company do lay m a stock of 
batty, or in default theicof of rice, for solely supplying the bazdr; that 
this stock be issued out of their wai chouse by the waiehousc-kccpcr to 
such person or peisons being Europeans or Native Christians as shall be 
permitted to make the said batty into unbeaten rice, he or they paying 
for the same at the time of taking it from the Compaiy’s warehouse, 
and haling the sole vending of if in the bazar at the customary advance 
of Re. 1 the muda. That for the moic convenient inspection of the clcilc 
of the maikcL the said unbeaten lice bo issued fiom one convenient 
place andrin the day only ; that., in like manner ns the arrack farmci , 
the person or peisons thus permitted may send one of his own sen ants 
with a person that complains at any time of the rice being bad, to the 
clcilc of the market or a justice of peace to see tliat it bo notadultciatcd 
by the way ; and that the clerk of the market be oulered to be V013* 
eaicful in 'duly inspecting the rice and the measure it is sold by, and, 
if there be occasion, to make complaint to any one of the justices, or on 
material occasions to this Board. The above piopositions causing some 
debate, 'especially in icspcct to the peison that may lie permitted to 
vend unbeaten nee in the bazar, the President lcfeuod the conrideiation 
to another day, leaving if to tlio members to deliver their opinion either 
in writing or vcibally, declaiing lie shall nppiovc of any industrious 
honest pci son or persons they shall nominate that will accept of the post. 1 

A week later, the 10th February 1 744, in connection with this debate, 
Mr. John Munro a member of the Board wrote to the President: 
As on the 3id instant I declared that the hachards appointed to supply 
the poor with unlieatcn nee ought to be 110 longer continued in that 
employ, and that it was necessary to nominate a Euiopcan to that 
office, if may not he improper foi me to give 1 casons for my opinion. 
For ycais the Icachmds have taken all opportunities of oppiessing 
and grinding the faces -of the poor. This I believe will not be con- 
tested. It can he proved by the many complaints against them, their 
present chastisements, and the cxpeuonco of the most substantial and 
knowing inhabitants of the place. Tlicir abuses last season occasioned 
the appointing Mr. Edwaid Say to perform that office, . under the 
inspection of the President and Council, by which means the poor v, ere 
constantly supplied, and the* price of batty in the scarcity time was no 
moic than lls. 30 the mvda , which, in the opinion of experienced men, 
would have exceeded forty without tliis regulation. When grain was 
imported caie was taken to lower the puce, and by degrees it fell to 
Rs. 23 iu August last. Then, in consequence of an older of the 
Bench of Justices to reuder tho supply open and free to every person, 
the hachards crept in again j and in a short time batty was up at 
Its. 27. At a quarter sessions in October last this affair was once 
more ref 01 red to the Government, as was formerly practised, which 
terrified the Icachards to such a degree that they abstained from buying 
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for some time, and tli'e baity fell again to Rs. 17. Bui as no parti- 
cular oidei was issued aftcnvaids tlioy continued their employ, and 
baity now is at Rs. 30. 

Fiom the above it appeals to me absolutely nccesraiy to displace the 
hachards. I lielieve the most effectual method of having the office 
w ell pei formed is to appoint a European, m which I am confiimed 
by the opinion of tbe most sulistantial mcicliants Tliat one poison 
under piopei inspection may supply tlio lnzih as well as tu enty, will 
not, I believe, be disputed, since this is the method of supplying the 
inhabitants with tobacco and an act. And I must tlnnk there will lie 
as little cause to suspect impositions in this ease, as if tlieie ucio tire 
bundled kuchui'd*, especially since a limited pnee must lie fixed Foi 
it is not the number of selleis of a necessary commodity, but the piopei 
leg illation under which it is sold, that can pi event f lauds. It is' com- 
puted that two thousand i niulus will be wanted foi the baz.U annuall}', 
winch may be about one-sixth of the consumption of the island; and 
if one pei son has the employ, he must provide accordingly, in which the 
f.acftaiuG have often failed •, otherwise theic would he no occasion foi so 
frequent recoin re to the wai chouse Indeed if the Honourable Company 
was to lay in a sufficiency, an advance of (a little) above interest of money 
might he fixed on the halby , and then the poor w ould not only lie cei tain 
of a constant supply, huifeven cheaper, at a medium, than if they were 
to have it at the eurient nroket price; and in eithei case, suie The 
allowance granted the kachatas for so many ycais cannot be giudged 
to a European for his tiouble As I mentioned Mi Edwaid Say a 
piopcr peison foi the employ, I sliall beg leave to give my reasons for 
that likewise ■ (1) Because he had foimcily di=cliaigcd the office until 
great diligence, at least to the general satisfaction. If any little 
complaints were lumomed of his management, it is piobablc they were 
raised and fomented by the kachau'is in hopes of getting again into 
then old t.iack. Had theic been just eause foi complaint 1 imagine 
some one of the justices mast have heard of it and would have granted 
lcdiess, oi represented it to the President and Council (2) Because, 
fuither, Mi. Say appears to me ah active careful man, and by hisliaving 
no otlici business lie can the more readily apply all Ins time and attcire 
tion in that office winch requires great application, and foi which I take 
him to be much battei adapted than a Company's servant, as they aic 
all otherwise employed 1 


At a Government Consultation, the 10th February 1744, the reasons 
stated m the above letter fiom Mi. Munio wete considered • Aftei some 
debate the majority of the Boaid agreed that the Honourable Company- 
do at a piopei time commence to preside batty for the sole snpplvmo* 
the haz6i with unbeaten nee, which always was to have been done by 
tiio Kachala*. Some of the membeis piopo«mg the warehouse- 
keeper should make the batty into unbeaten rice and issue it out to the 
pcisou or persons permitted to vend it in the bazar, the President 
readily came into it, as any inconvenience arising tlieicfc om nu«kt 

SJop + er i 50 Ca?l,J I r , cn i? dlcd ' I* then agreed that, at a time here- 
atter to lie appointed, the warehouse-keeper do issne out to such person 


1 Tub. Diary 17 oi 1741, 00-01. 
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or persons as shall he permitted by this Boaid.snch quantities of un- 
beaten nee as may be wanted for the poor, ho or they paying 1 for the 
same as they take it 'away at such proportionable latcs as batty may 
bear at the custom house or as shall bo .fixed by the Governor and 
Council, being allowed "Re. 1 on 12 V yhaidu of unbeaten lice for his or 
theii tiouble and chaigcs, as was always customary. The mea'-mes 
used to Ixj sealed by the clerk of the market who is duly to inspect the 
goodness of the nee and pi event any abuses whatever. 1 

Ten days later, the 21st February 1744, Mr. Hugh Howard again 
biought the question before Government m the following letter : 
The piovision of giam for the lclief of our poor being paitly the lesult of 
yom Consultation of the 10th instant, it w as agreed that the Ilonouiablc 
Company lay in a' sufficient quantity for that purpose. I was 
absent thiongh indisposition, yet tliink it the best expedient that 
could be thought on to prevent the hardships and inconveniences which 
the poorer sort of people have so long laboured under from the abuses ' 
and oppression of the lcachnra<, formerly appointed to lelail un- 
beaten nee. I do not approve of the hi chorus being snffcicd to sell 
any moie. As the waiehousc-kcepcr is to take charge of the 
Company’s giain and to deliver it for the letailing on being fust paid 
for, 1 do not Hunk it a pioper office for a Company’s servant to ibcuc the 
ffiam to the poor, since it will require constant attendance and ihcicby 
deprive the Company of his seivice in a differ cut manner. ThcieEoru I 
am of opinion that Mr. Edward Say, who is willing to relinquish 
his post as cleik of the market, it being confessed at the quarter 
sessions in October last there was no objection made to his fidelity pi 
Hie discharge of that office, and he being a diligent and industiious man, 
is a fit and pioper person for cleaning and ictailing rice to the poor 
under such lestrictions and regulations as the Governor and Council 
shall think-convenient. 2 

,A£cw days later (February 1744) Mr. Edward Owen addicssed the 
President^ to much the same effect : As it may be expected that 
eyci y member of this Board should give in his icasons in writing 
for supporting his opinions concerning the provision of rice pioposcd 
to be made tor the town, I hero lay before your Honour what I have 
to offer on that. head. I am not against the motion for the Company 
providing for the bazrir, hut I would recommend the delivery to be m 
batty to be served out in large quantities to some pci&on or persons 
appointed for that purpose, and to he paid for as taken away and not 
to be made into lice by the Company as has boon proposed. I appre- 
hend many poor people must he employed for cleaning the batty, of 
whose circumstances it will hardly he possible for the warehouse-keeper 
to have a sufficient knowledge. If so the Company would he liable 
to many bad debts, besides a great increase of servants’ wages, ware- 
house lent, and loss in receiving and delivering. For these icasons I 
am against that proposal. It has also been proposed that a Cqmpany’B 
servant should lie the person employed to serve out rice to tlie bazitr in 
small quantities This* I must also beg leave to object to. A 
constant ‘attendance ,is required and such a person can have no otlici 
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employment. Besides it seems lo me inconsistent with the duty 
o£ a Company's sci vant to be employed upon such busine-s; foi I 
appieliund tlic Company nc\ cr intended to allow tlicii sei \ ants salary mid 
diet money and have no u=c o£ them. And as I know of no pen -011 ont 
o£ the sei vice so fitting for it as Mr. Edwaul Say, I am thciefuio for 
appointing lum foi that employ, to receive the batty fioin the Company, 
lie to make it into lice and have .1 piopci allowance £01 lus tumble, and 
that he he not peimitled to puicliasc lull} aujuhciceK' for the 
supply o£ the ba«ir — all winch is submitted to yam Honour’s 
deleimination. 1 

A foilmglit letter, the 16tli Match 1741, Mr. John Moiley addicted 
the Picsident, m opposition to tho Mews of llc«-rs Mumo, Howard, 
and Owen: As I dcclaicd my dis'-enl the 3td and lOlli of last month 
fiom one poison’s basing the *.010 pimlegc u£ supplying the mmket 
with unbeaten ike to the exclusion of oUiei*-, as 1 also did at Hie 
quai ter sessions in August and Oetobei last, I now take the libeily 
to give my leasous wlieicon my raid opinion was founded, as well as to 
add eucli otlicis why I tlnnk there ought to he a gcncial licence. The 
hachards aie a set of people who have mnnv vcais been indulged with the 
libeily of supplying the maiket w ith unbeaten nee, and liaic always been 
allowed Re 1 piofit upon each mwla of batty that they made into such 
lice' foi the benefit of the pool. Notwithstanding thi-c people hate 
long had this indulgence, I novel knew that the lest of the inhabitants 
w'cic dcliaucd from bunging 01 selling such nec 111 the mailcet, or that 
•the laclunds luid ever au exclusive giant for supplying it solely, 
'flic chief 1 cason why this license was Liken fiom them last join 
and given to Mi. Say was that they did not supply the mnikut 
with a sufficient quantity, but sold it puvatolj' in tlvuv houses at an 
ad\ anecd rale This, I believe, might in many lespects lie tine, hut suiely 
tins guevancc might have been ledicssed by the Government 01 a justice 
of peace upon pioper application who would undoubtedly lm\e obliged 
them and cvciy one else tli.it sold unbeaten rice to furnish the mai kel 
fully, and picvcnted them fiom Liking an unjustifiable advantage of 
the poor’s necessities. Also though the hachai ds may in some instances 
have abused their trust, jet auothei set might ccilnmly be pitched upon 
that would execute that office bettci, and, fiom the example made ol the 
piesenl, he inoie cautious of giving cause foi complaint. By tins mcan^ 
the evil may be lcmoved without subjecting tlic pool to a gieatei 
haidslup bv putting this power enlnelj into one man’s hands. It is 
incontestably true that batty last season hoie au exceeding high pi ice, 
gi eater than for some yeaib bcfoie, but these people could make no 
gieater advantage tlicicof than tho picmentioned allowance, without 
subjecting themselves to a coipoial punishment and .1 lino upon pioof 
theicof and foifeitmc of tho liatty offeicd to sale which they would not 
ccitamly lun the nsk of, when then advantages otlici ways would lie 
inconsiderable. The icason umvcisally allowed foi its use liUtycai was 
that the Biulimmis npon Sulsette and oilier places contiguous* to this 
island (and fiom w'hencc we aie always supplied) had engrossed the 
gicatest p.ut thereof, and would not send any hero for sale unless a 
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considerable piofit accrued to themselves. This I have been cicdibly told 
was the chief and only cause of rice bearing so high a piice last year. 
Tliis inconvenience was not m the least lemcdicd after Mr. Say had 
the sole light to supply the rice j it continued as gieat as befoic. 
Nor indeed do I think the supply can at all be airangcd by confining 
it to one person. On the contrary the price is moie likely to be 
1 educed when tlicic is a general liberty given for every person that 
pleases to sell it in , the market than tlicie certainly can be when 
this privilege is taken fioni them. The fixing a piice upon batty at 
the Mdndvi upou importation may indeed pi event the importers 
fiom run ning it up to an excessive late. Still this inconvenience will 
^pltcnd this step that it will certainly prevent the importation of liatty 
and consequently diminish the Company’s revenue of customs, as it may 
bcpicsumedno meicbantwillcaieto bring uec to market unless they arc 
suic of a piofitablc and ficc sale. To what necessities we may by 
tins means be' induced, siuce our chief dependence for batty is upon 
our neighbours, and especially when there is so small a stock upon the 
island as at'prcscnt, is to me apparent. Nor am I singular in this. 
Many creditable poisons upon the place give it as their opinion that no 
step we can take to keep the price of batty low and encouiagcits import, 
will be moie effectual than to leave the price fiee and open and to 
permit the importer to sell it to whom and at what price he pleases. 
Should it be thought proper to put this solely in one man's hands 
(winch 1 am fai fiom flunking ought to be done), in times of scarcity it 
will bo expected whatever batty may be imported a part of it should be 
assigned the person that supplies the market with unbeaten rice as was 
the case last year. This in many respects may be esteemed a haidslup 
upon the proprietors who, if is well known, bring laigc quantities fiom 
the other side and keep it m warehouse several months upon the island 
before if is sold. By this means tlioio is generally a considerable stock 
lodged, which wc may have recourse to on any gieat emergency, and 
besides enough is geueially brought to supply the bazar. "Whereas 
if a part of all tliat is imported is to be appropriated in the manner 
above mentioned, few or none of the inhabitants on the other side 
will caie to lodge tlicii grain with us. To what sticights w’c may by 
this means be reduced when there is not a plentiful crop, needs no 
explanation, and especially when it is considcied what a small 
proportion this island produces m comparison to its consumption. 
Morcovci I do not think that the person who so sells it ought to have 
any part allotted to him though at the market price, nor have any 
advantage in respect to his purchases more than any other person. - 
It may be objected tliat if a general liberty is allow'cd, no person 
will tlnuk himself obliged in time of scarcity to supply the market, 
but recourse must then be had to the Company as has been the case) 
and therefore from hence it may bo inferred how necessary it is to 
Appoint a person that will at all times supply the market. It is w r ell 
known tlicic are few or no merchants upon this place that either can or 
will enter into any such engagement. For unless they do and should 
grain be so dear this year as was last, the market will be as indiffeiently 
supplied. And -therefore to prevent tliis no person I tliink should have 
permission to sell unbeaton nee in time of plenty unless he will engage 
also to sell when rice is dear. By this means tliis inconvenience may 
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be rcmoicd, as it is belicicd many Mould willingly consent to mpph 
unbeaten nee on such teims wlieieby the niniket would be much bcitei 
supplied than in all pioliahilily it will when the supply i- con lined 
Pm tlier the pom w ill not then be cptiiulynt the incicj oi one man a 1 - mii’-t 
ceitamlylie the ea«o if tlu« frcnei.il libei ly is taken awn\ . Bc-idr- it 
maybe piCsumed the polo \ondor will l.iy in no nunc when deal than will 
be sufficient £01 each daj J s expense nor can it be imagined be will lmc 
a capital that will enable him to lay in a sufficient stock for tlie maiket. 
especially should the seal city continue long, when upon a moderate 
computation it is computed ten »# h#Ws a day are icipurcd foi Bombay 
bazfir only. When SI 1 . Sav supplied the town last year wc hod only one 
waichou c "e where lie issued the i ice Aiul the tlnoiifr of purchasers was 
always so gicat tliat the pool nud lalvmnng people avould sometimes 
attend a day 01 two before they could got a sufficiency foi the suppoit 
of then families and lnoicnci be obliged to neglect tli>*u lalxuu wbeicon 
llioii maintenance depended Besides, if lepoit lx; ti tic, they wete 
often maltieatcd 'J'lus is one of the evils that wall attend a single 
pcison haling tins office, whcieas if the liberty to supply be fiee and 
open, tins as w ell as many othei c\ lls may be avoided It appeal s to me 

evident that one poison's being invested with tins piiiilege and eieiy 
one che excluded may lie attended with ill consequences m lespcet In 
the supplying of the pool They will not then luii c it in their option 
to puiclm'O whcicthci can lie licst and cheapest soiled, but must lie 
obliged to take the ucc from Uim be it c\oi bad, as I am well a^uied 
was tlie ca c c last ye.ai when Mi. Say solely supplied the bariti. Besides 
the «-ole vcndoi will ha\c it more in bis powm to giind and impose on 
them than call pos«ibly be done when the pnvilege is open. Though 
cvciy one that may think lum 01 themselves aggnci ed or oppiC'-ed 
may have lcdicss against such sole icndoi upon pioper application 
citliei to the Government oi a justice, jet when it is con«idcicd how 
avcise those conutij'' people arc from making a foimal complaint against 
any English gentleman in ollice, it may he pic«nmcd thej will submit 
to gicat exactions and impositions latliei than mem the displeasure of 
the pei son who may happen to lie sole vendor In oidci to icmcdy 
this the cloik of the market ought to take c.ue to pieient all 
impositions and exactions and to see that the maiket is supplied with 
good nee and all occasions of complaint avoided This is the dntv of 
Ins office flow can it he poi formed if lie should lmc the sole vending 
of the ucc, and whcic cau the poor have ledi ess when tliej" aic aggi io\ ed 
if the prison that ought to do them justice is their oppier-soi. "As tins 
may piohahly he the case, I think the elcik of the market ought to 
have no otlici concern tlicicm than to see that the poor have justice 
done them. For which leason I must declai c my dissent amuusl Mi. 
Say's enjoying both offices. ‘ r 


Tlie allowance of a lupce the mud a upon alb batty made into un- 
beaten rice as i a compensation to tlui poison that supplies the maiket 
thcicwitli, I do not think is nnicasonablo piovnlcd it is not c.xececlcd 
But as there is great leason to believe it has been exceeded hJrolofoie 
While there was a geneial liberty, theic is as much to think it will lie 
equally or even moitfexcecdcd when suppljong the maijmt’i? confined to 
one poison and with less appiohensiou of being detected. -An opinion 
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prevailed lu^t, year that Mr. Say did exceed this allowance, but ns 
I luid never any formal complaint about i(, I cannot upon my own 
knowledge a^ert it to lime l>een so. It lin- been alleged that the 
pei sons w ho used to supply the bazar nc\ er thought themselves under 
any obligation to malce a pioiision, should any seal city bajipen, but 
that rccouise muM lx* had to the Couq’any upon any such emergency, 
ns hath often happened, andpaitieularly last. vein. ] cannot appioliend 
what probability thcic i< that one man will 01 c.111 make a better pio- 
yimou than many. It i« well known Mr. Say last io.ii had a large 
quantity fiomthc Company's gianavhs when he had the sole Acndingof 
unbeaten lice in the baziu. Iheicby the Company ivcic considerable 
gninois. and Uie gain could but lime boon the c.nne had the light to 
supply lv’on general. Thercfoie a- lecoiiifo must he had to the Com- 
pany when nobody el- e can 01 will supph nee, i apprehend that equally 
with any* one el=e the Company ought to have the right or i-Miing lice 
to the bazar. J maintain t hi** especially foi tin*. nw-'in that when the 
pool have the Company’s wniohou c o open to them the l.n.'/mnU will 
not have it /in their power to impose upon them It will 1 believe Lj 
admitted that the Company alone tan lay inn sufficient st«*<l: to answvi 
this puipo' 1 ’. ‘And ns by this means a lavge quantity mint always lx: 
kept on hand by limbing it into unbeaten lice and issuing it at a small 
advance, the profit that will necuie to the Honourable Company will 
compensate for any extiaordmary expeiiMi «r waiehmise lent ami 
sen ants’ wages. ’J hough the Company may not at prc-'*nt hate 
watchouFOs cutlicicnt to lodge <=uoh an extraoidinmy quantity they may 
rent wareliou'Os as che.qdy as any oilier person. Ite-idee hv their so 
doing, the poor will always he certain of being well supplied, a- the 
Company will take more caic to pievont uneasiness and discontents 
among the people than any private person is likely to take. As the 
Company aic to lay in a stock of batty fov the mai hot and to make 
it into unbeaten rice, I think one of then cotenant seivnnls should 
lcccive it from the waiehom-c and have the disposal of it in the bazrir 
upon then account, under the inspection of the cleik of the ni.nhct, and 
with the condition of lendering a monthly account of pales, I cannot 
think the Company's batty ought to he made into lice and another 
icap the adt milage that may aiipe fiorn the sale without rendering any 
areount. This objection applies particnlailv to Mr. Say, who, as clerk 
of tho mavket., has full employment if he does hut faithfully execute 
his office. 

Notwithstanding I am for the Company’s selling unbeaten i ice, J 
would not he undoi stood to hold that every one cl*-o should be depiivedof 
the like pnvilogo. On the conliaiy I think tho supply ought to he fice 
and open, as lo=s inconveniences -will arise than whcnitisundci lqstiainl. 
For though the Company may lay in moro batty than the market may 
, take off in a season, -the surplus may bo issued to the ganison at life 
established late of Its. 221 the much, whereby a handsome profit wilj aii«e 
to tho Company if it is laid in at any reasonable into and will bo a full 
compensation for such, a disappointment. Besides, wo shall havo the 
loss to lay in for the season following, for it is well known if piopor 
caic he taken of if, batty will keep very well two ycais without danger* 
of spoiling. T believe Mr. Say’s diligence .ip_.thc execution of the 
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"office q £ f, achat a last ycai was very great. Coaid it be expected 
otherwise when the consideiahle advantages he acquucd thereby cntiiely 
depended upon his diligence. The office of clerk of the market is employ 
sufficient without that of kachara too The enjoying both .seems to me 
incompatible as the jjlcik is to be a check on the supplier. Supposing 
Mr. Say should lebnquisli the clerkship I still think he is an impiopct 
pei ton for supplici, as the people mm mured gieatly against him when 
he executed that office last year. The piesentmcnt of the Grand Jmy 
m August last against a solo l achat a was founded, as I have been well 
assured, upon the private uneasinesses of the lower class of people who 
thought it a haid'-lnp tliat the libei ty of pui chasing from whom Q they 
pleased should be taken away and they be confined to buy Ciom Mr. Say 
what rice he pleased to give them, some wheieof was exceedingly bad; 
as wall as tliat office being pat into one man’s liimcls w’ould open a 
dooi for gicat oppicssion and exaction. This the justices thought so 
lcasouablc as well as tliat a general libeity ought to continue, that the 
office of sole lachnra was abolished by almost the unanimous voice of 
the Bench of Justices, and a fiee liberty was then given for eveiy one 
to sell unbeaten nee that pleased. So it continued with almost 
general satisfaction till the sessions in the following Octobei when the 
justices leconsidciing this affaii, the majoiity agreed to lefer the con- 
sideration of proper methods foi supplying the mailcet to the Governor 
and Council. Fiom this Older I disagreed, being then and am still of 
opinion that the Bench of Justices alone can piopcily have cognizance 
, of concerns of this krnd. 1 


Mi SitlguHclc's 
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The same day, the 16th Maicli 17 14, another Member of the Conncil, 
Mi. William Sedgwickc, addicted the Piesidcnt : Tlicroasons given at 
a meeting of Conncil by one of the members of this Boaid for his 
opinion on the scheme for supplying the public with nee, call upon 
me and eveiy one else to set forth something of that soil in wilting. 
Thciefore, net to take up much of your time, I shall hcic iccile only 
a few of the most matcnal reasons tliat have occur led to me dining the 
eouTsjC of the affair. When Mr. Say, by some appointment or other, 
acted as sole kachara oi vendoi of nee m the bazar, complaints wcie 
made of the management Though tlnough an ovci -lemtv and ipnaid 
for his character these complaints weie passed mei m silence f do 
not doubt but some of them weic aftei wards laidbcfoie the Grand 
.Tiuy, which wa= the occasion of their picsontraent This jury consisted 
ol a set of men against whom 1 novel hcaid any objections. As usual 
they wcie pitched upon out of the most substantial inhabitants the 
best acquainted with the natuic of tins place as well as with the lawns of 
their own country and under wiio^o cognizance all complaints of such 
a natme pioperly fell. They, thoiefoie, as lepiesentatives of the body 
of tins town, did present this office of sole kachara as a public 
guevauco. Noi <Io I see how they could avoid so piesenhng it. Veic 
Bicy not in their charge from the Bench reminded of then trust ? 

c , r . c lll °y , not sworn m the most public and solemn manner to do 
.jmtif'G without fear or favour? Nay, and they were nnimmn., • 
tin, tiro jncni'tmnnt. Sorely tlnmsnd, ™ 
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and sufficiently showed how disagreeable such an institulion was to the 
place m general, and ‘that the jmy liad no other motive but the public 
good, winch I suppose was likewise the opinion o£ the Bench, for they 
then ordeicd the office to be abolished and a general liberty granted 
for selling grain. On the \ ery next sitting Qf the sessions, to my 
great surprise and concern, tins affair was again brought up and the 
fact that the scarcity of giain continued, was made the foundation fur 
reintroducing the sole hicharaeh ip. Do gentlemen think that Bombay 
any moie than any other place is to he oxempt fiorn calamities of this 
sort? Have not all states and 'communities suffeied such straights at 
one time or other ? Bombay has often suffered from want of gram. Never 
that I know of was such an expedient as this ever thought of before. 
Much milder measuies I should think might be taken to assist the poor 
on such occasions than putting il into one man's power to oppress the 
whole, as well as depiivmg many families of the means of livelihood. 
However one of the Bench changing his opinion, the voices then became 
equal and theie it ought to have rested "Why was it refen'ed? All 
civil governments are in the hands of the magistiates wheicof (some of) 
the magistrates arc the government. As all (the magistrates) were 
present when this order for a general libeity for selling of rice was 
given it became an act of the government I do not doubt it would 
have been thought so had the magistrates set aside the presentment. 
Nor at a second meeting could the government find reason to make 
any alteration. No majfisfciale can of himself give up his power or 
transfer it to another. Therefore such a reference must seem an incon- 
sistency, as it can. have no signification, for as a Board of Council I 
think wc can have no business with such matteis. The importation of 
batty is what ought to he most looked after and encouraged. The 
amount imported and not the sellers in the bazar must influence 
the price of rice Thc*abuscs mostly apprehended in tlio bazar are in 
tin quantity aud quality of the rice vended This the cleik of the 
market is to see to ; whose business likewise it is to fix a puce daily 
for tlic market, accoiding to wliat it sells for at the quays or Mdndvi, 
and to oblige all that have been bellcis, to bring their rice to the public 
place appointed, or oblige them to sell off then- piesent stock there, in 
case they bad a mind to lay down the business. I imagine if some such 
lules had been well observed, aud less of the solo kucharuship been 
thought of avc should not have had half this clamour about it. In the 
debates lieie ou this affair it has often been urged that the more sellers 
there were the poor Would have the moie chances of being well solved, 
which lua^on appeals to me very natural aud good, aud has always had 
its force, nor have I lieaid of any to countervail it. I think the piaclicc 
of our ncighbouis should have had no weight with us on this or any such 
like occasion God forbid, I. say that Gentus Moors pr Porluguejse 
should ever he made our examples for government, whilst we. have our 
own laws m foicc amongst us. ’ Besides the .establishing such -a post 
as sole'suppliCMS iu my opinion licensing a monopoly for which I Am 
suie it must appear that we diavo no Authority butt on .the contrary. 
This tlicio&it'ejaldne I flunk should be sufficient reason Against establish- 
ing such an -office.— If- at "the proper time mjmuqlly- ikfi .Company 
were .I'd lay iu about two thousand mud&s„ of i "batty more than is 
wanted for their Own. people, they would always he able 'to assist the 
u 1S3 -G. r . - 
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poor on there occasion®, and greatly to their nun advantage To riliove 
the present necessities the Company arc the pioporosl persons and 
ought now to hit} tip wlut- hat tv they can a<= *-»on and iv c cheap ns 
possible to lie issued out of their warehouse-. to one of their servants 
in unbeaten rice, to be by him •■ohl to the pool and lateuring people 
that come to the maikct. Such a piofit teing allowed. him Cor in's 
tioublc 11s f-Iin.ll be thought rea ‘■unable, lint that all others should have 
the like lihei ty of felling It is further my opinion tliat whatever rules 
may lie Eanctionccl for carrying on Mich Mipplj thev ought to extend 
lo all parts of this island wlicie nee is told Otherwise I apprehend 
there may lie 100m foi fresh complaints at a quailcr t- e-siops. 1 

On the fame day to much the Fame effect vwoto Mi George 
Dudley another member of the Board : As Mi. Munro In* given 
Ins reasons in willing foi suppoiting his opinion that the poor 
people of Bombay may te test reived with unte-atcu nee by one 
single poison and lie a Eurojiean unemployed m the Honourable 
Company’s service, in short that Mr. Edwaid Say is the mn~l 
proper man for such an oflice, I teg leaie to differ finin' him in 
judgment and to offer my reasons, not only against the person he 
mentions, but also against the oflice itself if e\eieised hi any one 
private pei son or set of people wliatcvei Fir=l I hope it will not 
be {bought impcilincnt or te taken amiss if I pic«iimc to i“k the 
Boaid whether it is not altogethei irregular and contrary to tlioii Usual 
foims fdi any single mcmtei to give bis written opinion on any affair, 
■'while the subject-matter of it is only in debate and not brought to an 
issue. And whether if this pi act ice should te allowed, it may not cuwte 
much unneccseaiy controversy and trouble to even particular member. 
The act of the majority is always supposed to te right and good and 
theicfoic needs no justification; it is the minority only whose opinions 
seem to require a vindication by aiguments modestly drawn from 
icason and experience I think it i= generally agreed tliat a set of 
Moormen wcic the people who principally supplied the maikct with 
unbeaten ucc foi the use of the labouring poor by letad, and that them 
men were called by the name of knehards, and that, when grain heenmo 
seal co and dear, some complaints me said to have been made of then 
selling nco privately at vciy high pi ices, .and giving the people less in 
moasuio or quantity than they ought to have given These complaints 
were the cause of the Moormen being foibiddon to c.\eicise the office of 
kachrmh Thereupon Mi. Edward Say, then cleik of the market, 
was appointed to scivo the poor with unbeaten ucc in the lnziii! 
To enable lum to furnish this rice a eeitain quantity was allotted 
to him out of every boat which came to the Mdndvi or custom house 
foi sale from the neighbouring countiics. Some was also giv cn from the 
Honourable Company's warehouses at wliat was .called the maikct 
puce. Thus both the offices ofvondoi and of cleric ofthcmaikel con- 
tinued under the management and direction of Mr. Say until the 
private murmu is of the people induced the Grand Juivata Quarter 
Sessions m August last (1743) to present that the said office when 
ciscdby ° n ° " in S lc P 01 * 01101 sefc ° E People wasa great grievance and 

t ~ * - 
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haidslnp on the poor; more especially as that peison was at the same 
time clerk of the market. Upon this the justices then on the Bench 
agreed and ordeicd that the market should be laid open for every- 
body to buy and sell rice or batty freely as they pleased and that no 
one mail or set of men should engross the sale of it, to them- 
selves. At -a following Sessions in October the affair was further 
considered by the justices only. And they appiehendiug that the Presi- 
dent and Council might be bettei able to provide properly'for the poor 
than any private man or set of men, it was agreed by a majority to 
take off the excluding clause in the former order of Sessions and leave 
the matter to be considered and settled by them in Council, in expecta- 
tion I suppose that they would engage to provide for the extraordinary 
occasions of the poor people in .behalf and on account of the Honour- 
able Company, and that in the meantime the maiket should continue 
to be free and open. On the 3id and lOfeli of last month (February 
1744) the President and Council took the matter into their considera- 
tion and aftei some debate it was agiced by a majority that they would 
annually provide and lay in about two thousand mud as of batty for 
solely supplying the poor with unbeaten rice ; that the batty 
should he made into rice on the Honourable Company's account and 
issued out to the person or persons permitted to vend it in the bazdr, 
he or they paying for the same as they take it away at such rates as 
batty may bear at the custom house or as shall be fixed by the Governor 
and Council, allowing him or them one rupee on twelve and a half 
JJ hard a of unbeaten nee for his or their trouble and charges, and that 
all other persons whatever should be excluded the liberty of retailing ’ 
unbeaten lice. 

As I was one of the, justices on the Bench who thought the extra- 
01 dinary occasions and necessities of the poor in times of scarcity might 
lie better supplied by the Honourable Company and at an easier rate 
than by Mr. Say or the old Lachcu ds or by any body else, I consented 
to refer the manner of doing it to be considered by the President and 
Council. In the debate, I gave it as my opinion that fiee liberty 
should be given for every one to sell unbeaten nee that chooses to malcc- 
it their trade and business ; or if a general license was not approved, 
that then a certain number of bachards elioson from among the black 
inhabitants should be appointed as usual ; the President and 
Council to issue rice only on cxtraoidiuary occasions when the 
bachards were unable to furnish it or when they by underhand practices 
imposed upon the poor people ; and for that purpose to lay in the quantity 
proposed at the proper season of the year. But as bj r the premeutioned 
lesolution the Boaid have confined the purchase of batty for the bazdr use 
and making it into unbeaten rice to the Honourable Company solely, 
and the vending ofiit in the' maiket to one single person, and he under 
no obligation of rendering any account to the President and Council of 
its sale, I must beg leave to dissent from that resolution of Council for 
the following eleven reasons : ’ Firstly I apprehended two thousand mudds 
of batty sufficient r only for the occasions of the poor in times of plenty 
and that in tames of great scarcity double that quantity will come 
short of answeung the calls and demands, on the Honourable 
Company. Second 1 1 / it may sometimes happen -through the badness of 
the ci op m the neiglibouiing countries, the demand for grain inland or 
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at foioign poils, 01 through many oilier causes not easy to foiesce oi 
account for, that hatty cannot he had m such plenty as our occasions 
may icquiic, and by this means the President and Council be vcndcicd 
unable to comply with then engagements of fully supplying the poor. 
In snclv cases I appielicnd tlicie will lie a general clamoui against the 
Government, and no way left of quieting the people when they aie 
staivmgfor lmngci, but by pm chasing nee at cxqibitant iates and 
issuing it out to them at a great loss to the Honourable Company which 
,can be avoided only liy keeping om 'cls’cs disengaged fiom the ohhga- 
tion of supplying the public wants on all cmeigcncies. Thirdly the 
person who may ho appointed foicham is not obliged to icndci any 
account sale of his lice to the Pi csidenb and Council or to the public 
wheicby a dooi is left open for a bad man to defraud the pool" pifople 
in a very high dcgiec without a possibility of Ins being ovoi doEcctod 
and to piejudiec the Honourable Company by selling his own lice at. 
Midi limes as batty is to he put chased hcic oi in the nciglihomhood at" 
lowei rates than the Honourable Company give foi theirs, and demand 
fiom their wai chouse laigc quantities only when lie can get nee 
nowlieic else so cheap. Fourthly 1 appielicnd when hatty' is plenty, 
and the pooi people can get nee clsewheic cheapei than the Pi evident 
and Council may think fit to issue it out to the sole vendor, the 
poor will complain of liaiddups and impositions on them by then 
being fenced control y to then mleicst and inclination to buy it of 
tjie said vendor at an advanced puce Fifthly the buyout of baity at 
,tlvc custom house will thcicby be gicatly lessened in numbci by so 
considerable a pait of its consumption being put uwlei the 
management of one person. Though this may keep tlio pi me 
down for a little, it can never hold long nor answer the public 
occasions m general. On the contrary it must, I should think, 
pi event in a great degree the importation of nee, and raise the pi ice 
higher than ever on the whole consumption of the place. For when 
our neighbours find the freedom of the poit m some mensiuo 
obsti ucfpil nud taken away from them as well as from our own 
people, and placed in the hands of the Honourable Company or any 
single person, they will, ns was the case last ycai and lias been the 
case this season to the detument of Iho Honourable Company's 
customs, undoubtedly look out for other mnikcts and export batty 
themselves to foicign places instead of bunging it lnfcher. ShUthf 
tins order may piobably occasion tlie Piesidentnnd Council to fix a. 
price at the M&ndvi for batty m general agreeable to former 
precedents nud with a view to get it cheap for making unbeaten 
nee But as I imagine snell orders by hindering the importation 
in the end rather increase than lessen the pi ice, f am avei se to 
every thing that may give cause foi renewing that practice. When 
batty is plenty on the island it will be cheap . in time of scarcity 
it must be dear. I should therefore think all possible means om'dit to 
be used to encourage onr neighbours to dmpoifc n C e. Nothing 
appeals to memore effectual for that purpose Ilian a general toleration 
• fora free and open market, tin clogged ot all les training orders and 

rSrr t °’; pa !h 1 2 nlar peoplc - Whcn a sufficient quantity is 
securod to supply-fob occasions of the inhabitants for a tnll ro.ir, 
•then and not before; T 'lipprehend, you will be enabled with kif.'tvto 



Watorials ] 


45 


AND ISLAND. 


yourselves to Issue out' the necessary orders for lowering fclic price, 
if "such orders should ever be deemed necessary. To fclnnk of 
lowering the price with empty granaries, appears to me very extra- 
ordinary, and indeed altogether impracticable. Instead of answering 
the intended put pose, it must reduce the people to great straights 
and raise the price still higher. Seventhly I imagine every end 
and design may be fully and bettor answered by the Honourable 
Company keeping a warehouse in common with others, always 
open tor tlie ‘poor people to resort to at all times of their own frer 
will, and at the same time giant permission that unbeaten rice may 
lie sold by any person or persons who choose to make it their busi-" 
ness or at least that a certain number of hachard <? chosen from 
amongst tlio black inhabitants may have liberty to open shops for 
the "sale of it likewise and the peoplo to purchase where they please. 
This will he doing 'the poor substantial service and fence them 
against the secret practices and impositions of the hichards if Ihey 
should attempt to cheat or impose upon them. Nor will it in anywise 
prejudice the Honourable Company, as their batty, if not vended in 
the ha'/Ar, may be served out to the marine and garrison. Also in case 
of surplus one year, a less quantity mav be purchased the succeeding 
year and no inconvenience will ausc from it, ns batty, if taken proper 
care 'of, will keep very well for two years successively. At the samo 
time I presume the Honourable Company will never want customers, 
as by the advantage of ready money lying always in their treasury, 
they must be enabled to buy at the best hand and afford to sell- 
as cheap or cheaper than any of the rico sellers on the island. 
Eighthly the former hachards will by this order be deprived of the 1 
means of a subsistence for themselves and families in the way of 
business they have been brought up to. And as by old age or infirmi- 
ties, some of them may be reudered inenpaplc of following any other 
employ, a little compassion seems due to them ; and although they 
may have been faulty and have imposed on the poor, I hope it will not 
he thought that, they deserve so very severe a chastisomcnt as this 
order inflicts. Fines and corporal punishment are what they are 
liable to when convicted by the orders of sessions now in force, and as 
those fines arc given to the clerk of tlio market, it may be supposed 
he looks carefully after them. Ninthly the Company have very little 
batty in tlicir warehouses which renders them mcapableof supplying 
the market with unbeaten rice and consequently the present junctiue 
is a very improper time' for putting the order in execution. * Tenthly 
I apprehend one shop ennpot serve the number of people that 
daily come to market with the despatch 'and convenience that 
axe requisite and necessary. I have been told that, when lie had 
the sole disposal of the unbeaten rice, above one thousand pooplo wero 
sometimes at Mr. Say’s warehouse jprowding together and that to 
their -great detriment by loss of 'time" 'many of them were obliged to 
wait several hours before they could he served ; also that one or two 
people were much hurt and 'maimed by the. throng and their 
lives endangered. A greater number of' shops soems therefore 
highly convenient and proper. Eleventhly the reason ‘assigned for 
interring" the consideration' how 1 the poor -might -be best served 
with unbeaten, rice from the Court of -Quarter Sessions to the 
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President and Council, was that the latter might possibly think fit 
to take it into their hands on the Honourable Company's account 
But as this order of Cguncil makes the property of it absolutely 
belong fco fclio Lachara exclusive of tin? Honourable Company, X am 
of opinion tho public grievance, as presented by the Grand Juiy, 
continues Btill unredressed m the most material parts of it; and that 
if any future Grand Jury should again present it -at a succeeding 
Sessions, tho Justices of the Peace cannot by their oath avoid taking 
cognizance thereof and order how tlie market shall be most conve- 
niently supplied with lice for the benefit of the poor. 

These are my reasons against engrossing the sale of unbeaten rice- 
in which 1 have been moie particular as my objections lie clnelly 
against the office However as that has been carried by a majority 
of votes, it remains to consider who shall be appointed for serving 
it out. And as two other gentlemen of the Board seem to tlunk a 
European the most proper peison and point out Mr. Edward Say 
for the employ, I bog liberty to offer my opinion to the contrary 
and to say something in answer to what they and Mr. Munro have 
sot foith in wilting on this occasion. If the rice was to be sold for 
the Honourable Company's account in the bazir and an account 
given m monthly of its sale to this Board, as I think it ought to be, 
then a European would be very proper for the employ But, as the 
person to be appointed for issuing it out is to sell the rice m tlie 
market as Ins on n property, and to render no account of its sale, I 
am of opinion that a European is the most improper man for such 
/an office, because the poor people will suffer themselves to be greatly 
* injured and oppressed rather than complain against him ; more 
especially if ho happens to be a man of figure and is or lias been in 
any considerable station in the Honourable Company’s service. And 
although the greatest part of those at present on the island may he 
very just and upright men, yet it is not impossible but some 
few might too much regard then own interest, weie they tempted 
to it by such an opportunity as this tiust, void of account, miistput 
into their hands. If any European is appointed I tlunk none 
but a covenant servant to the Honourable Company ought to bo 
employed Because the rice may m some soit be said to belong to 
our Honourable Masters as, they issue it to the Lachura and no' 
concerns of theixs can, by their own orders, bo transacted by anr 
one not under covenants to them except in cases where the circum- 
stances of affairs render it impracticable to be avoided. Tho 
covenanted servants are under a double tie to do the Company 
justice and must bo supposed to have the prosperity of their 
settlement more at heart than a man who resjdos heie for the sei vice 
nnd benefit of himself only, as. all nncoVenanted seivants do As 
to Mr. Edward Say in particular he is already cleik of the market 
and by his office obliged to inspect into the conduct and behaviour 
of the /.uc/iai ds to see that they sell no rice p'riratcly or at extor- 
tionate rates nor make usfi of false measuies 'In short he is to sec 
that the poor people have justide done thorn' by the lackauh and 
not suffer them to be misused and ’oppressed m any'res'pect what-, 
ever. He is therefore the most improper man m the place to botho 
hachaia lmnscif, since tho two offices thereby become incompn- 



.Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


47 


tiblc with, each other and cannot be executod with impartiality by 
one and tho same person. Admitting he should resign and quit 
his post as clerk of the market, I still think he ought not to be 
employed as sole k achara, because, though many private complaints 
were mado of him when he exercised that office before, tho people 
chose rather to suffer than accuse him publicly. I have nothing to . 
say against his diligence and application. I believe he may not be 
wanting in those qualities because he was well rewarded for them, and 
any failure therein would have been a great loss to himself as his 
profits deponded on the sale of a large quantity of rice. At the same 
time I havo no reason to doubt but there are numbers of the 
Honourable Company's covenant servants as well adapted for tho 
post as Hr. Say is j and that £hey would apply to it as diligently as ever 
he did with less advantage than ho enjoyed. None of them, I 
dare say, would scruple to render an account to the President and 
Council of the quantity sold and the price received for it, nor think 
it a dishonour or reflection on their characters that such an account 
should be required from them without which it is impossiblo to * 
know whether the Honourable Company and tbe public are well or 
ill served. I have one objection more to Hr. Say which your own 
records so fully explain that to mention the particulars would be 
painful to me and give you unnecessary trouble j nor should I have 
hinted at his past misconduct, had not my duty to tho Honourablo 
Company and the public called upon mo to say something in vin- 
dication of my opinion for not employing him as recommended by 
Messrs. Howard, Owen, and Munro. 

The reasons Mr. Munro is pleased to assign for the rise and fall of 
batty appear to me mighty trivial. I wonder much how any gontleman 
can coolly and deliberately ascribe such material effects to such trifling 
causes. Tho sum of money annually laid out on this island in the 
purchase of batty for use and exportation by a moderate computation 
seldom falls short of Rs. 2,50,000 and often amounts to much more. 
To say that a few inconsiderable black Kacharas or retailing rice- 
scllers of very little substance and credit were able to influence the 
price of batty in tbe manner and to the degree he sots forth undor Ins 
hand, must surely astonish everybody that reads bis account of it. 

I am told that the Brahmans of Bassein Sdlsettc and Kalydn have 
engrossed great quantities to themselves and that they export it to 
other places and thereby keep up tbe price of it higher thau usual. 
The same gentleman is also pleased to give it as his opinion that rice 
may lie as w ell supplied by one person as tobacco and airaclc. In this he 
seems to foiget, or not enough to consider, that rice is the chief suppoit 
of the poor people and that none of them can subsist long without 
it. Further as this island produces very little rice of its own growth any 
imposition in the sale of it would undoubtedly eieale geneial discontent 
and pci haps occasion many of, the labouring poor to leave the place,- 
Whcieas tobacco and airack aie things not absolutely needful to support 
natuie, and tho fanning or monopolizing of them is only raising a 
tax on the luxury of "the people, which -is practiced moie or less in all 
countries in older for seeming with ease and ceitajnty/the levenue they 
bring to the- Government. But as our Honourable Masters have not 
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yet, noi I hope me) will, lay any severe tax 01 duly on batty 01 lice 
like what a faim must pmduce, I piesumo thcie ran be no good and 
•bound ieason foi confining the sale of pait of it to one single pei-on. 

I had piepaicd tlie-e i casons foi my tln^cnt fiom the minute- of 
Council. But as the Consultation- have been mucc diawn out and i ead 
at' the table, I find myself uudci a necessity of adding a few' muds 
moie. It is said in the Consultation of the Did of Febiuaiy (17 11) that 
the Inclinin', obliged themselves to supply the Ixutu with unbeaten nee 



\heiehy it is said the Company lliUC f'UUUrilll^ IA.CIL OUil4*iWJ' a illllpu 
own I neyei heroic heaidit said that the knchnxh wcic obliged to serve 
the bazAi at all events Unle-s some seenuty was taken foi then peifoi- 

m.mce of sueli an obligation, I wondei any one could expect that men in 
their cncumstanccs should he able to fulfil then engagements when 
batty became s^aicc and dear I wish the Pic-idcut ami Council may 
not sometimes find difficulty m it, much less the kitchni&C I am 
* also suipu-ed to heai tluttlie Ilonouinhlc Company liave been suffcicrs 
by suppljmg the baz«ii. I am suic tliey gamed considerably by what 
they -old out last ycai ; and if they suilcicd a loss hy what they 
foimeily bought at Seiudv, many leasons may he assigned foi it J 
believe piofit lias generally appealed on the batty bought m the neigh- 
homing eountnes and I hope the Pic-idcnt and Council will not oilen 
he necessitated to send to Scindy and Mnngaloi foi lice If they 
should, I picsume a loss will seldom ausc fiom piucliasc- made tlieie 
/ sufficient to ovci balance the gams on batty bought hole, as impoilcd 
■ fiom S.ifsettc and other places I liave moicovci been told that otlici 
people as well as the Mooimcn lachaxU used to sell unbeaten ucc and 
that the kaclmuUhxi not an exclusive punlcgc foi vending it m the 
b.izai And w lieieas the said Consultation seems to lav the stiess of the 

deflates moie on the nomination of a pci-on to s C uc out the nee than on 
the mannci of laying it in and vending it, I lliciefme foi myself take 
tins occasion to dechue solemnly tint 3 havenopaitaenlai inclinafion to 
lav ou i any one man oi sot of men moie than another, otherwise than 
as 1 think them qualified by long service to the Compam-, capacity 
cliugeneo, and honesty. Xo consideration wlutavex shall laa** me to 
give my vote in s 0 material an affair as Bus appeals to be flu anr 
poison oi pei sons but such nsaie generally rsteemed men of unblemished 
cliaiacteis especially when they are to lender no account of then timt 
and management to the President and Council oi to the public And 
as the declaied advantages of Re. 1 on eveiy minis of batty will make the 
k j Kkaru exceed « Profit most places oi\ tlie island, I 
^,?™V k,ubt tiime aie abundance of the Honourable CompanVs 
sonants vciy walling to accept of it If none of them lnve 

ifinfand C ^cbody aught to bo appointed bv tl 1C 

lesiaent and Council, as it is a business wlieieiu the Honourable. 

intci f tcd ^ to the due and just execution 

in the i selling puvalely 

in the night by false ineaStaes and at what puces*’ they nleascd null 

' outl £ d - nco ' lie much sCer 
foclmra who is a "European or Native - Chiistmn ° He S Ll “ „ 
uvals or competitois ta undersell him nor any othci inspec'toi than they' 
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liad. And, as I said before, the poor people will be averse lo complain of 
a European whcicas complaint* wcic often made of (.lie Mooimen/.oc/m) us 
io the cleilc of the maikct who was doubtless ready to hear them and to 
fine the ollcndeis, since the said fines are given to himself a* a perquisite 
of his- office. The reason why I proposed the waicliousc-kccper ‘■hould 
get the batty made into unbeaten rice, was to picveni any fraud in 
the sole Lachanu 01 poison appointed to sell it out to the pooi, who if a 
bad man might make a luuda of batty piodttcc him fouitcen or fifteen 
phauh by not cleansing or giindifig it to a proper standaid, clear of 
husk and"dirt. {| I hope the proposition will not be attended with any 
inconvenience so as 'to leqmic a -future lcmcdy. If it should I "shall 
lie very leady to retract my proposal and come into anj' other method 
that may be esteemed more for the public benefit. I must crave 
libei ty to make another proposition to this llonouiable Boaid which is 
that the daily rate-, or pi ices of batty at the custom house, as also the 
prices fixed on unbeaten lice bj r the President and Council, he declared 
publicly "in ‘‘llio English and countiy languages by a w ritlen paper 
affixed cvciy morning- (or as often as the pi ices change) on the custom 
house gates, for the infoimation of the public and as a guide to the 
justices of the peace in the execution of their office, when complaints 
come befoic them against the kachani. Unless- the piiec of unbeaten 
lice is daily ascertained and communicated to the publie^it will be known 
to veyy few with any exactness except the custom master and the 
people belonging to his office. Consequently the buycis of the slid 
unbeaten lice mil he leudeied unable to judge •whether the price 
demanded fiom them by the Luchara is the same tliat he is permitted 
to lake or whethei he exceeds the price fixed. Morcoi cr if the rates 
of batty and rice are not brought to such a public' certainty, no public 
aud open complaint can so well be made, nor justice so impartially 
and quickly administered, as the market price changes sometimes twice 
a day. 1 

A week later, the 23id March 1744, Mr. Thomas Maish -wrote to the 
President : As the rest of the Members have all addressed tins 
Eoaid with rcgaid to the inchgra business, I shall likewise give my 
i casons (hut with all brevity) why lam for the method pioposcd for 
supplying the bazar with unbeaten nce. It is 1 believe picLfcy 
cvident'lliat whilst the supply was m tlieir band*, the Mooimcn l-aohai «< 
did guc\ously oppress the poor and I apprehend if a general libei ty 
should he granted (oi in oilier terms lachauls he multiplied) the thing 
must he still worse, for the clcik of the market whose duty it is' could 
not so well inspect over a laigo , number as a few', and this il may ho 
picsumcd was the ica*on why a set of men were fiist appointed. TL is 
likewise evident that the, -Honourable Company have in times of scarcity 
been obliged to issue batty out of their owil warehouses foi supply mg 
the maiket Indeed this^ lysis the case, no lqngcr ago than the last 
season. Vi hy then, as they will know the expense, shall they not he at 
some ccitainty in- deposing of the-, {piautity they so .provide (over and 
above wljat is wanted .for . the cnVreiit service)' by assuing it at 'all 
time*, when their uwai chouses’ will have a 1 due cl eai Juice, As to a 
single poison’s being' appointed; ' wlio ws at tltc’^ame time clcik of Ibe 

, • * * • ~ ^ 
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maikct, I am a* much against it as any meinhci of this Boaid, Nor 
was I the last to make the objection, though phen Mi Sa% Mas ihM 
nominated, it was owing I bclicic to Ins being m that iciy post., 
ln« predecessors lianng generally been pitched upon in times of seal cit y 
todelivci outhatt> £oi supplying 1 the bazdi lie indeed had congela- 
tion foi lus tiouble, anil they had not. Still T say I looked # upon 
tliis as a temporal y expedient onlj . As we aic unanimous on this point 
it will be needles to say moio This I mention on]y as' I think 
too much she-s seems to 1* laid by pome with lcgaid to his hist 
intioduclion. If any one oi moie should bo named -that may. he 
judged piopcr foi the scruee, and lie rn they under a fit inspection, I' 
imagine it mil veiy much conduce to the poor people being well 
seivcd If it should -he thought that the w aieliouse keepci - not 
making the lpsnc in liatty hut in nee (at twelve -and a half pltaui s’ to 
the Hindu) mav be a still favtliei check and hcttci scenic to the poor • 
clean and good piovidon, I can ieadilyngicctoth.it too The only 
objection lies m the dificicncc of batty, as sonic will an-wci twclic and 
a half phanh of nee, Fome fcaicclv eleven IIowcvci, if am inoon- 
icnienee should heieaftei lie found in tlic whole oi am pait of this 
lcgulation, we can eithei entuclj' petit aside oi make such alterations 
as may appeal neees=ai v. As to om Honourable Masters fui milling 
the/tmin foi a constancj' they will doubtless, when applied of it, gi\e 
usthcii commands with l elation thcicto. In the intenm I hope such 
einc will he taken that they aic no suffcieib by it but the contiaiy. 

/As it was asked by one of the inombeis of this Boaid why Mnlnin 
should not be put nndei the same lOgnlation as Bombay, I then ga\ e 
my leasons veiballv why I thought it inconvenient oi lather dctn- 
mental. I thought that gentleman and all the ie.-l did me the cicdil 
to accept my explanation. But finding it lnnled at by anolliei menibei 
in the addvess he has ghenin, I must now' hog leaic to lcpeat m wilting 1 
what I then advanced, namely, that the poor of Malum nio m a 
good measme supplied with wnbeatcu nee daily biouglit o\ci in the 
passage boat by the ICunlns of W aili And as, the laboui being then 
own, -the Ivuubis generally Fell at easiei rates than oui people, the 
Inc hai a trade them is of itself fallen to little oi nothing in compau-on 
oL what it was lie t me I encouraged this method. Tim then bom" an 
advantage the poor of that place enjoy pin ely by their situation why 
s lould they loo depmecl of it or why should any thing lie taken fiorn 
the passage lcvenuc now' in the Company’s own hands. These icasous 
aiidnotany pnvatc news of my own weighed with me to give niy 
opinion as I then did For I can make it appeal the whole quantity 
oi l.att> I supplied the Lachnrat, last season when tlieie wa« a lemaikable 
sraacity amounted to no moie than Be. 112-feqAT nevci vet thought 
uJ hT?* a ft? 1 "!? 0 » B,c Ixizcti to ‘sell out ncc 

JJ 1 IV 11 1 , 11119 1 mention only to show how little I am 

inclined to make adiantages m such wav as well as to winodT the 

ESjEF-V ° £ tIlC ^ ** bomg ;,;\Tprae£ 

^ Al>ril + i 17 ‘ U * ^Honourable 'Mr/ MYlham 
dr -nn< aL 7 ? and Go ™rnor thus suminaused the. dif&uent views 
The, dr -cuts dchveicd m Council the 28th F elnuaiv and 16th and 24th 
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ultimo seem to agree in the following particulars. That there ought 
to be a general license for selling unbeaten rice to the poor ; that 
the Iionouiable Company lay in two thousand mudds of batty for 
emergencies ; that a Compands servant be employed to <listiibute the 
rice ; and that Mr. Say is an improper person for the employ. Although 
the Consultation of 3 rd February contains all that is neeessaiyto say on 
this subject, yet as the gentlemen have been at some trouble and pains, 
I shall here take notice of what is most material in their letters. If a 
general license wcie allowed no one particular person is obliged to make 
a piovirion £or»the poor in the scaiee and rainy season. Man} r abuses 
may ensue fiom a number' of Icuchavds and it must be confessed tliat 
one or a few men can be moie nanowly watched and more easily delected 
than man}-. If the Honourable Company lay in two thousand mudds 
of batty it is but just and leasonablc they should be certain of vending 
it and not run the risk of its lotting in warehouse. For though nee 
may 'possibly keep two years (as ib said) extraordinary care must be 
taken ; and Insides the loss of damage will occur as usual. I would 
nevei agicc to the pioposal m one of the dissents that the surplus of the 
batty laid in for the poor should after long keeping be issued out to 
the military and manue. Our tioops must justly think themselves ill 
used to be obliged to take old giain instead of new, and to be put off 
Willi life refuse of the poor. "When the giain is leccivcd fiom the 
waiehoiisc, and paid for, the property is altered and consequently tlic 
Iionouiable Company hath nothing further to do with ltj therefore 
one of their servants ought not to be employed, as salary and diet money 
are intended for real and not for imaginary service. Mr. Say lias his 
diligence and capacity to recommend him of which he lias already 
given sufficient pi oof. One of the gentlemen seems to me mistaken in 
Ins icason for the high price of batty last year, which, was certainly 
owing to the gieat exportation in the beginning of the season, nor is 
lus calculation of ten mudds a day to ho depended upon, as it is much 
moie piobable half the quantity -will be sufficient since from October 
to 1 April three mudds a day will supply the bazaT. Although 
another of the gentlemen dissents from the regulation agreed upon, he 
is for extending it to other places on the island, which I shall readily 
come into if it is thought necessary, or if the same f lauds have been 
committed tlicie as have been practised here. It w r as always intended 
ancl often mentioned that the person 01 persons who may be permitted 
to distubute the lice, must bo under the inspection of the cleik of. the 
rnaikot as particularly expiesscd in the ahovementioned Consultation ; 
so that tlicie offices aio to be sepai ate. Nor is the office of hachara or 
seller of rice a*now tiling as some pretend. Our ’registeis show that 
the cleik of thcmaikct has hcietofoic been appointed in a time of 
scarcity in like manner as' Mr. Say was lately ; and Rupji Dlianji acted 
as such for some time by the late Picsident’s older. The clerk of the 
maikeks business must be to picvcnt all mannci of exloitionsandto.sce 
that the poor have justice done them in every respect and on necessary 
occasions to apply to one of the justices. If it is convenient to have 
moi c waichfmscs, her must, give proper attendance and it must be his 
duty likewise to notifv the prices as oflen as may be found necessary. 
The vendor of -rice will have no more than the customary allowance foi 
hi^duTgo and Uouhlc and the Iionouiable Compauv \\ ill gain whatever 
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the "lain is* \ allied -it moie llinn pi line cost. T (-lin.il willingly rgiee to 
a monthly account being laul.bcfoic the Hand of the quarititj and [nice 
it is «old at to" the pooi, though that cannot diffci Irom imu w.ii<<hume 
accounts l'iom- lv»U» of tlio-c mo ‘-hall exactly know whit the 
coiihiunplion may he, and c o pi ovule aecmilingly Thi-. I doubt not 
may lie done without lai'ing the pi ice at the Maiulxi any moie than 
oui piovMon foi mu gnnhons has done Indeed why should it m 
how- can it picvent lmpoi tat ion or obstiuct the fiecdom of tlie port, 
as> tlve usual consumption will not lie m the least aliened ? Noi’is tlieie 
any gieatevieason to feai a elamoui m the one case, than m the otliei. 

Batty must be bought m the usual niaimei, tliat is as chcip as we 
tan. When we fix n puce it will lie upon what we haye laid in 
not upon wliat comes daily m foi sale, which littoi any poison iniy 
pm clia B o oil the best teuns lie can, as lias c% ci lx*cn done It is to be 
hoped w c shall soon find means to supply the pool and the fixing upon 
otliccrs cannot be thought lmpiopm. I must tlnnlc v<wy little comjiu— 
siou is due to the Lachau'i* fiom tlicii former had puetkes c .penally 
as this is not a tiade, and consequently neitliei icqniics lime nor 
application to loam, and the Rime number of poor must be ennilmcd 
in giiuiling tlie uce as usual. We all know- the Honourable Company 
sulleied gicatly not long ago by endc ixoimng to supply the place w ith 
lice, which may be Hie case again if a piopci and timely pi o vision is 
not made foi the pooi, who always ha\c and will depend upon (Sovein- 
'inent foi a supply. It is likewise cevtam tliat much gie-atci lo-s was 

- sustained mine 3 cars past than that mentioned by 011c of the gentlemen 
in tlie Seiudy uce foi the balance of which many of the Knihnur woie 
impiiboned by a foimcr Goicmor. IIowcvci care was taken that them 
was a gam on what was issued fiom the w aieliouse last feason, at the 
same time that the pooi woie ichevcJ, which piobahly would not have 
hean the case had the Lncfoiuh been trusted in any shape I am 
cicdibly iufoimed that upon some fonnci institution tins set of people 
obliged tliemschcs ’to supply the bazAi, winch it is icasonahlo to believe 
as they weie the only scllcis, and they have neici been absolved fiom it 
tliat I could learn. It is well known that a paiticulai set of men only 
have for many ycaiF acted as kachurO 5 undci the inspection of the clink 
of tlie maiket ; and ho by authority gave them pow’ci to act. If any 
complaints, w-cic made sure no one of the justices would decline exccutm" 
lus office of ledrcssiug the pooi tluough lenity 01 tenderness to any 
particulai man's chaiaotci. As for myself, I have heard of none except 
fiom Mr. Say of the badness of tbc liatty he leeencd out of the 
wait-house. Why any oppicssioil should be appiehended I cannot, 
conceive Is it any moie than laj-ing rn-a piovision foi the poor to he 
delivered them (some part of the season at least) at a moie moderate 1 itc 
than they can puichnsc it clscw here. When I hear the w ords monopoly 
and engio.-smg made use of on this occasion I must imagine fh t t the 
tcims aic not really understood or at least that they am n.Kappbed. 
Have not all the inhabitants liberty to buy batty for Ihcmselics at the 
Mandia? Or is this fiecdom attempted now to be taken fiom them ? 
Could the pooi and labouring people lay in a sufficiency foi then 
families annually I should ho greatly pleased, as then wo should have 
none of Bus tioublc. How widely (Mcrenfc is the eliaiitablc lax-in" m 

- a sixth of the consumption of- the place £<n the benefit of the p...,i 
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fiom monopolizing or engrossing? I must think there is no manner 
of ieason to expect a second picsenlmcnt fiom the Grand Jury for the 
affair of course must be fully understood. If so it- will appear a 
leal sendee to the poor as well as a suitable gain to the Honourable 
Company. I shall only fuither remark on this occasion that what I 
piopomdin Consultation of the 3rd February is no otherwise deviating 
from what has been the established custom of the island, than in 
permitting a Euiopcan or Europeans solely to vend unbeaten lice 
in the bazar, "which he or they are to buy of the Honourable Company 
and pay ieady money for, instead of the /. ft chants. Whoicas a lihcily 
lor all selling at pleasiue (the opinion of the Dench of Justices] is 
totally abolishing that custom, though at the same time no provision 
is made for the poor. Tlic piincipal mcrcliants and inhabitants induced 
me to make the proposal to the Board, as believing it would be 
beneficial to the Honourable Company, at least that it would prevent 
such great* losses as they have heretofore sustained, and lie of real 
service to tlie pool. 1 

At a Consultation, the 11th February 17-1*3, the Board records : The 
time allowed to the mililaiy officeis for supplying their people with 
batty expiring- tlie 1st of next month, it is duected that notice thereof 
lie gne'n them that they may make no fuither provision. 2 

A j'car after, 13th March 17*14, the Coiut of Directors w rite : 
We lc:i\c it entiiely to your deteiminatimi whether the mililaiy shall 
be supplied with batty by us or by their officeis, taking due cam to 
prevent any hardships being put upon tlie poor soldiers. 3 

On these ordcis of the Coiut at a Cousullalion, the 13th October 
1 74*1, the Board lecoids : The Honourable Company having left it to us 
to determine whether the militaiy shall bo supplied with batty by their 
officcis withal cautioning us to take due cave to prevent any liaidship 
being put upon the poor soldiers, the question is now taken into 
consideration. It is obscivcd tlie quantity necessary to be annually 
provided for the military (exclusive of Hie sepoys) ought to be at least 
1000 vimldtt, winch may lie computed to cost when it is at a reasonable 
price and bought at the best hand about Us. 16 the mudn. This is a 
sum not easily raised by tlie officers. Such of them as hare not ready 
.money of their ow-n must, if they can, take it up at interest, or piobably 
make such agreements with some of the black merchants as the officer 
will get little by such intended indulgence, as pci Imps has often been 
the case. It has hitherto been customaiy to charge both soldiers and 
sepoys at the rate of Bs. 22-1- the pnii la, but it -was lucky for the 
officers that tlie Honourable Company took the supply from them when 
they did, as the year after batty rose to Es. 26 and Es. 30. It would 
have been much higher if we had not taken the usual though arbitrary 
method when gram is scarce of obliging such merchants as owned 
quantities to sell in the bazar at the aforementioned prices. Had the 
officers then been bound to supply the military, they could not have borne 
the .loss "when either the Company must have paid or the soldiers have 


> Tub. Diary’ 17 of 1744, 143-3 17. ' * = Pub. Diary IC of 1713, 36. 

3 Court to Bombay 13th Mai. 17 J 4 para 76, Pub." Dcp* Coiut’s Lottera Vol, 3 of 
1712-1731, 12. f- "* 
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deseiled or slaived. Further we think it will be pulling' it too 
much in the officer's* powei to impose oidinaiy and bad batty upon the 
soldier, whose complaints aie generally made to lnm. who may find 
many wavs to tease the soldier and thricby pieventhis haMng rcdicss. 
It is highly neeessaiv that a sufficient quantity of gram for the 
military be annually laid in at the piopci season, because m the wet 
monsoon no supplies cau be got by sea In such a case om’Mai.itha 
neighbour, although wemay he m fiicndslnp with them, may, as they 
did last year, put what pi ice upon tlicir gi am they please, which only a 
timely pin vision of Salsctte rice pi evented. This islancl sometimes lull 
the like inconveniences fiom the Portuguese. Now wo fe.ii it will be 
much moie frequent ns the Maidfhils have all the batty countiy m their 
own possession w r lneli it is apprehended will prevent giam being at sucli 
reasonable latcs as liciotofoie. The monthly pay ot Rs 4- to a topass 
soldiei is so small as w ill ill bear anv overcharge in their pi o visions 
Such ovei charge when batty was cheap lias caused discontents and 
possibly desei tions. But the cause of such effects will piohably cease if 
the batty is bought at the best hand, and a modciate piofit put upon it 
foi mtcicst and waste in waiehouso, which may he foi aicai fifteen per 
cent in the whole. Noi can they he supplied the j eai throughout foi a 
less advance, and, when the piovisioms made foi the yeat, such an 
advance may he put upon it and the price settled accoidingly. But as 
the' Honourable Company have lnthei to thought it fit to fix {lie piiee at 
Its. 20i the mitdn it is most piopci to a«k their leave foi altenug such 
fm old established custom. When the ofliceis supplied the imhiaiy 
with batty the piofit tlicieon gave them no leason to complain of then 
pay. Tins indeed alone is but a very baio subsistence as pioviMons- 
licie aie much dearer than at othoi Presidencies. It is to lie wished 
some suitable lehef could he given them; but that must lie left to the 
geneiosity of the Honourable Company. Having duly weighed and 
leilected upon all these circumstances it is the unanimous opinion of 
this Board that the Honourable Company and not the ofliceis do 
supply the military with batty accoidmg to then foimei oiders bv the 
Soincisdt undei date the lGth Febiuaiy 1742 paragiapli GG. 1 

In reply, Despatch dated 7th May 1746, the Couit wnto : Havin'* 
given oiu sentiments last yeai on the nee affair, we shall only iefm- 
theicto expcctiug that all ]ust cause of complaint is effectually 1 amoved 
and we leave it to you to supply the military with batty in such a 
manner as you shall deem reasonable. 2 a 

At a Consultation, the 2nd September 1746, determined : Batty Lome 
scaice and desu at Suiat and the noithem parts though the w-ant of 
seasonable rams at those place*, our mci chants, it is appieliendod, will be 
induced to export such laigc quantities as may leai e the island bm,. 
nnloas timely pieventcd. Agiced thuiefore that a piohbition^on ovn™. 
tation of coaise batty bo maefe fall we see bow the season tin us out^ 

Tl^t Sw'rfi 011 ’ th l llthN -T n ' Lei ' ]7 ‘ 1B ’ tho blowing is lccoidcd ■ 
That Surat City is at piesent TCiy nnseiahlo, number of pom 
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people floclc thither daily fiom all parts and many die through hunger 
an the streets from a scarcity of all soiLs of grain; that a geneial 
contribution had been made by the inhabitants and principal mci chants; 
and as the Dutch had pieviously advanced Ks. 600, the Chief and factors 
at Smat consented to give the sum of Its. 500 on the Honourable 
Company's account which they hope will be approved. That* giam being 
excessively dear they cannot purchase any for their sloop and gahvats 
and the use of their factory, and thcrcfoio request to be supplied with 

300 bags of lice. 1 

° 7 • 

Tluec days later, the lttli November 171*6, the Boaid approve of 
Surat subscuhing Its. 500 for the relief of the necessitous people, 
and, as the Chief and factors at Surat are in gieat want of rice for 
their own use, it is agiccd that 300 bags be sent them as requested by 
the first oppoitumtv. 2 

A Consultation, the 23rd December 1716,- records: Batty being 
exceedingly dear through the propiictor, s' keeping supplies hack m hopes 
of still raising the piice, and the hacliards not supplying the bazar as 
hcrctofoic, occasions the poor people to have recourse to us for relief. 
Agiccd thciefore that a publication be issued rcquiiing all persons on 
the 26 Lh -instant to give in an account to the warehouse-keeper of what 
batty pr nee is in their possession with a declaration that what shall 
he fouud afterwards shall be foifeited half to the mfoimer and the other 
half as' this Hoard may think fit to direct. That in the interim the 
jioor may be relieved, it is further agreed that 25 untdds be delivered to 
the foicluudx out of the Honourable Company's warehouse at the rate of 
Its. 26 the tnuda to be sold in small parcels by them in the bazar. 3 

A Consultation, the 29th March 171*8, rccoids : The land pay- 
master leprcsontmg a want of grain for the Honourable Company's 
service, he is dncctcd to purchase about 1*5 Munich* for picsonfc expense 
on the bust terms lie can, but as this aiticle is to be had much cheaper 
at Surat, it is agreed that we write to the Chief and factois thcie to 
pi o vide 180 khamlis and send the' same down by any proper conveyance 
before the rams. Directed thciefore that a letter be accordingly 
piepaied for Surat. 1 

At a Consultation, the 16tlr May 17IS, agreed. The Honourable 
Company beiug in want of batty, and Mahomet Safi offering to 
piovide about 500 nnuhU at the rate of Its. 291 the much, the Honour-, 
able Company bearing the charges thereon, that Mahomet Safi’s offei be 
accepted, being the lowest wc can puichasc it at and lower than it has 
been for Eoveral months ; and that the sum of Its. 6500 be -advanced 
him on said account. 5 : 

A Consultation, tl\c 6tli January 17*19, records': it being necessary to 
lay in a provision of batty for the Honourable Company’s land and 
marine service, and Yitlialdas Keshan am and Mahomet Safi offering to 
contract foi the pioiirion of 1000 onudds at the rate of- Its, 25 per muda 
to be delivered at the Bandar f within the space of thiee months, uliich 
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1 Fub.Pian 19of 1746,371. ■*■ s Pub PiarylOof 1746, 373. 

' = Pub. Diarj 1 9 o£ 1740, 121 - 422; • « Pub. Diary 21*of 1743, 11S - 1 19. 
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puce being as cheap as to he hail clscwlteic, then oilei is accepted anti 
the tioasruy is oidcicd to advance them the sum o£ Bs. 10,00i) on that 
account 1 • '* . 

A Consultation, the 7th Match 17-19, iccoids -. The Honourable Com- 
pany being-in want of a fm thoi quantity f )[ batty and Yitlialdds Kcslutv- 
ram and Mahomet Sail being willing t 0 piovidc 2UU uivihU mmo 
ofi the same tcims as mentioned in Consultation of tins 6th January 
last, then offei is accepted and an advance of the sum of Its 30,01)0 
o*i deicd to be made them out of the ticasniy on account of their f-aid 
cent i act. 2 

A Consultation, the 2nd Match 1/50, lccouls • It being icquisilc 
to lay in a sufficient stock of liatty against the ensuing l.iins, and 
Cjangadliar Pant, mliabilant of ’l'li-tn,^ offciing to contract for 1“>00 

udtil to be dch\cicd cleat of all chains at Its 3(1 \ the mwln, nlmb 
being as. cheap as is to be bought, it is agiccd that the same be accepted. 
The warohoutc-keepci is dneeted to icceivc it into the Honourable 
- Companies warehouse accoidmgly. 3 

-d tlnmrfitrAw, AW J&tl* Jamssij’ JfVr/, nsa/rife - 2Co [wesja iumm? 
sent in any pioporals foi supplying the Honourable Company willi 
batty iu consequence of .the public notice oidcicd in Consultation of the 
2Slh ultimo, to be affixed up foi lliat Puipos-c, it is agiccd that a propel 
poison lie employed to pmcliasc the usual quantity of abouL 2000 
rr.iMs on the best teuns pos c ible. 1 

' A Consultation, the 26th Fcbruaiy 1751, lccoids ; Eupji Dhanji 
having dclivoied 600 niHthis of batty jnto wai chouse on the llnn- 
ouiablc Company’s accouut amoiinlmg to Its 15,000, oidcicd that the 
balance due to him on said aeeonnt mo ie than what he has all unity been 
adranccd be made good out of the tica Bmv a nd that a fiuLhcr sum of 
Its 10,000 be advanced him for piovidjng'a fuithei quantity. 

A Consultation, the 8th October 1751, ICCO ids As the > me' or 
grain is considerably fallen and theic l x *ing a veiy plentiful ciop tins 
FCason, the mcrcliants desno blieity to expoit nhit they may impoil 
lne piohibition laid on last ycai is aec^uhugly taken oil. 15 

A Consultation, the loth Decemboi 1752, records Beam mwanl of 
batty for our warehouses and gainsr )Xlj directed the Secretary to affix 
notifications that on 1 iiday next, the 22nd msfant, we shall sit to lecenc 
proposals foi 2oUU mudus Similai Notifications wcic issued m 17 ol« 7 

A Consultation, the olst Octob&r 1755, iccoids ■ Theic bcinw 
a gicat seal city of gram upon the i-d an d owing to the uant of the 
usual latter lams, it is unanimously revived till grain falls to a iea«on- 
ablc pnec to take off the import duty, that merchmU. and others may he 
encouraged to bung m a quantity f or ti ie lc *UcC of the inhabitants m 
general as well as those employed by &m Honourable Masleis on the 
several woiks, pursuant to which tb e Secretary is dneeted to issue 
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orders to the Bombay and Mahim Custom Masters, and a notification 
to bo published by loat of drum. 1 

On the actioirof the Bombay Government in remitting import duties 
on grain the Court of Diicctors write on the -l-th May 1757 : Although a 
constant attention must be had to the continuing or increasing our 
revenues to the utmost extent, yet we are never against making 
equitable- abatements whcio they tend to the gencial relief of (lie 
inhabitants As this Appeal s to lie the ease in your resolve to take off 
the import dul}’ 1 ' on grain we cannot but approve the measure and 
rest satisfied with your a c surauccs that you will continue this indul- 
gence no longer than is really necessary. 2 

A Consultation, the 14th November 1755, lccords : The great 
scarcity of grain still continuing, though the import duty is- taken off 
os noticed m Consultation the 33st ultimo, the sending one' of the 
Em ope ships now m the Road to Mangaloi for bunging up a cargo 
of lice for supplying our inhabitants and our gariison and marine 
service, is taken into consideration. It being observed that she may 
return in very good time to lie despatched home, and that iliis will be 
the most effectual means of inducing the neighbouring countries to 
export their grain, as they now not only hoard it up for their own use 
but in order to enhance the price, lcsolvcd, thercfoie, that we send 
our Honourable Masters* ship Strclham thither ns soon as possible, and 
having- a large quantity of timber and plank as well as masts and 
yards lying at Calicut which arc much wanted in the maiino, and as the 
gentlemen at Tcllichcrry have occasion for cash and a supply of stores, 
she will likewise he able to perform those services while the cargo is 
providing at Mangalor, where she must return with the gicatcst 
expedition. 3 

On the 7th July 1757 the native inhabitants of Bombay addressed 
the following petition to Government : That the inhabitants of this 
island may not so often suffer the want of batty, they pray Govern- 
, meutto appoint proper waiehouscs for holding about 3000 or 4000 
■miulus of batty in order to supply them in the lain time when there 
is a great scaicity. By this means the people's wants will be relieved 
nud the Honourable Company will not incur the chaigcs that will 
aiise on the said batty, and the hachnrds be compelled to sell it in 
petty sales for such a price as the Governor and Council shall think 
pioper. On receipt of tins representation Government observe (12th 
July 1757) that they are thoroughly sensible that the people frequently 
experience gicat liardsliips from sudden scarcities of giara, and as the 
hachards neglect to provide a sufficiency lor llieir use when the price 
is modciatc, notwithstanding Government's utmost eaio to oblige 
the kachards to have a pioper supply al\Vays by them, Government 
resolve that they appoint a Committee in the mouth of September 
to concert the most proper measures for buying and constantly keeping 
a sufficient quantity of batty on their Honourable Masters' account for 
the relief and suppoit of the inhabitants in general ; and "that the ware- 
house-keeper in the meantime onquiic and leport what warehouses ma.y 

< i * 

— * = I : 

1 Pult. Diarj 28 tifJ705, -109-410 3l ‘ ‘ • 

■ 2 l*ub l)cp. C'jinit’sl/ Vbl.3o£1757-1761,35 * 'Tul). Diarj- 28 of 1755, -12$. - 
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talented for depositing billy, anil hosv much the llmimu.iblc CVnjwm ’* 
baity vraichniiMK and those ahead] lined will contain. 1 

A Consultation, the Sul Jamiaiy 1753, icmd-: 'I he high pine of 
giaminand wnce the month of Septemlwi Ins pies on ted nm apjMiuling 
a committee 'for providing a puilieienl quantity for the um> of um 
mlialntanKas pioposcd Tn Consultation the 12th of .luls 17 a? m con- 
jcqucncc of the lepitecntMion of the haul-hip- they cvpeuencc fiom a 
want of it But accoidmg to the -judgment of the limd intelligent 
and disrateiCsleVl people, the puce nnss being as loss as can h* cvpccled 
{bis season, oi tihout its. 31 the mnthi, the ssaiehoiKC-keepn and 
customs mastcis aie appointed a committee to pmehase a supply.” 

On the 11th Mai eh 1758 the Committee lepoitod to (im eminent - 
Since the lcceiptof joui commands signified to ns by the Seuetais under 
date the 3id of January 1708, ss-c base not been able to ohtnmauypio* 
.posals fiom our mci chants orotheipfoi making a conti act to dchsei am- 
ecitain quantity or laity The small paicd.s duly imported, hung 
fceaice unfllcient to serse the maikct a week togethei, lns-e hitheito put 
it out of oiu poss ci to pmehase any foi keeping m ssaichonse Wc must 
nosv pioposo to yonr Uonom that a pi on -ion of lice lie made at 
Mangalm, Mulkcc, or other polls, to piesent a scaieily of this nitiele 
flui mg the appi natlung monsoon, as, by the lad intelligence ss o can get, it 
ss all he almost impossible _lt> seune moie than the 20U0 inmhU oflinlls 
which the Honourable Purulent adsi«ed the Bomd he had contracted 
foi on account of the Honourable Com pans with onc8.mki.ijip.iul, owl of 
,ilio adjacent coiintnCs, whole it is daily meicasing in puce and is noss 
Fold licic out. of the boats as they anise, at Its, :j:j t 0 31 the nivtla " 

* On this lcpoita Consultation, the 14tli Mai ck 17f>S, lcemds; Ilesoiscil 
the above letter fiom the Committee appointed to piuc]ia e c nee foi the 
Inhabitants m gcncial, pioposmg on account of the deal ness and scaiei Is 
of at, to gel a quantity irom Mangalor, the considoiatiou of which is 
tlcfencd 4 


The question is resumed ala Consultation thb 21st Maidh 17=»S- 
Jtcpenised the Committee’'! let ter of the MthMau-h 1 70S. The puichas- 
mg * quantity of nee at Mangnlm, as they pioposp, being piib'od 
the host way of supplying the island on the most ic>sonable'icims 
'aud tile Snpeii'itciidcut lepoiting that the Bomba gmb, and Pncr.ll 
uell aie ready as also the Snores suosv Intel v freighted bs the Select 
'Committee but not now wanted ; it ip icsolved that thes be despatched 
to Mangalm wnli Mr. James Bylcs r and a consignment of 40 UuO new' 
lupcCs oi that amount m gold if to he piocmcd on anv adsantageous 
tenns UiatwcshpplyMi Kobcit Gambiei at Onoi withHs 00,000 and 
that those -levels bo oidcied to touch thcie coming hack if thes have 
loom to take m pcppoi • * 


Uideicd, .AstMaich 1758 that the Pie-ulent be advanced 11s 20,0 

.rxTwl?” TO aot b . ^ "“ Ic "“ I ' sc 


1 Tnli Dins 30 of 17ri7, 200, 27 > - T’„l, r> . 

3 r P«1< Diarj 31 of 173S, 137 ' j r»l £“ rj V, 1 }H' S ’ 3 

I’nb. Dj.ii \ 31 of 173P, COd.sOl of 17.iS, 104, 
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On the 16th June 1760, the custom master Mr. John Sjoeucpr hid 
hefoxo the Boaid the following abstiacl of giain, <jhi, oil, and tuewood 
jn the dibtiict of Bombay and. the castes with winch the* same is lodged. 1 
Caste Mores oftfiam, G'fii, 00, and Wood, 1760. ' 
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On (lie lbt‘ July 1760, the Malum custom mastci picsculcd the 


follow iug abstract of grain, gin, oil, 

Artidia. jr.ia.1, JlhaiAi* J/aiis 

Unity ' ... 1650 0 0 

Do. black' G1J 0 0 

K.lch.ini . 10 0 

Rice ... 0 22 0 

Wheat ... 0 13$ 0 


and firewood 1 ' 

Artulc-. JficJ.ik 7i/.aii'fi*. Jfi'.ik 

Uilnl ... 0 7 0 

Oil ... 0 25 9 

Gin 0 10 5 

Uillcts of w ootl . 51 8,000 JTos 


A Consultation, the 25 th Match 1763, lccoids: The gentlemen at 
Madias having mitten picssmgly for glam, it is agiccd to’ send them 
2000 bags of nee foi the use of then gauison j and as we have 
ahead}' laid in a twelve months 1 stock of kitty foi om Honourable 
Mastci b, lcsolvcd that the piolnbition and impoil duty on all gram 
cxpoitcd foi the Coiomandel Coast be taken off foi a time in oidci 
to encouiagc pnvatc tradcis to cany supplies tliithei to picvont the 
distress with w lucli Madias is thieatened i 

A Consultation, the 18th March 1766, lccoids : The PiC'-ident la}s 
bcfoic the Boaid a lcltci fiom the Regency at Goa desiring leave to 
cxpoit some batty for the u=c of that city , agiccd as the price has 
lately nsen to Its. 25 the miula, and the giving leave to cxpoit would 
enhance it, wo do not think it piopci to comply with then lcqnest. 3 

A Consultation, tlio 6tli Febniary 1767, lccoids- No fuithci pio- 
posals liaving bcon made foi batty, Ilassan Patlian and Gonnd Banian 
who offcied to conti act, the foimei foi 2500 mitilus at Its 201 and" 
the l.ittci for 2000 mud as at Its. 20|, aic lcfcued to the uaichouse- 
keeper and Bombay custom master who must endcavoui to get it 
clieapci if possible If not, to agiee foi it -at those puces, as the 
Ecasou is now, fai elapsed, for which. icason also we would have them 
accept any otlici offcis as for as the quantity we want, if it is to begot 
at oi under the same puces. 1 

A Consultation, the 15th February 1768, lccoids*- Foui tliffeicnl 
piopotals having been delivcied m consequence of our giving pnbhu 
notice of oui mtontions to contract foi 2000 mudds of batty, tlio 
same aic now opened and two diffcicnt nevsons offeung it at 
Its. 15] per muda which aie the two cheapest, it is agiced to let each 
of them supply 1000 width. It is fuilhei agiced" to take off the 
piolnbition on the exportation of grain on the 1st of next month oi 
soonci if the contiactois have no objections, piovidcd those who cxpoit 
any will take off the Honourable Company's old batty and dclivei new 
in heu of it. 3 


On the necessity of a full supply of batty, in tlicir lettei of the ISth 
Maith 1768, the Couit of Hiicctois wiito. As it * is absolutely 
necessary that the pi ice of pi evasions pai iieulaily lice should he kept 
as low as possible, wro lccommcnd to you m the strangest mannor to 
’use every method in your powei to effect tins foi the good of the 
inhabitants in gencial aud tor our intciest m particular. Wo cannot 
point out to you the manner of doing it, . not boiug sufficiently 
. acquainted with the prices at diffeioht pouocls oi the countries. fiom 
which it is impqUed tollable us to .give .positive .ouleis for yam 

; — L I 
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management. Sq, far as regards the sepoys, and other people, for 
whom wc have to provide, who receive part of their pay in batty or rice, 
we ordered that you piovulc a sufficient quantity of good white batty 
at the cheapest time calculating rather more than less # what you may 
want for the season. The Same method is to bo practiced every year. 
If 'at any time you should have a surplus and the new grain is coming 
in, the surplus may be sold to the inhabitants winch may be of service 
to them. As, wc suppose, the new supply' will be bought at the cheapest 
time, there* is no reason to think we can suffer loss. At all events a 
full supply of this necessary article must always be provided. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation of 21st January' 17G9 : The 
proposal of John Baietto for contracting for 2000 murids of batty at 
Its. 15 \ delivered in ‘the 3rd instant, being cheaper than that of any 
of the others and more reasonable than we can otherwise procure it ; 
it is oidcred that this offer bo accepted accordingly'. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd November 1770 : The 
poor being much distressed by a scarcity of grain, it is resolved, in 
older that their wants may be supplied at a moderate rate, that 500 
-H inddt of batty be issued to the custom master to be made into rice 
and delivered out in small quantities at the price it may' stand in 
" loekoning the expense of makiug it into rice. 3 

Court’s letter to Bombay' Government, 2Sth Apiil 1773, paragraph 
27 : Wc obscivc the oiders you gave for the delivery' of batty from 
your warehouse to be issued to the poor at prime cost in order to 
prevent the Icochards from raising the price of rice. We are so woll 
plea c cd with this instance of your desire to relievo the poor from their 
oppressors that wc cannot forbear taking this occasion to testify our 
commendation of it. 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th February 1772 : Opened 
two sealed proposals for supplying the Honourable Company' with 4000 
mild as of batty' dclivoicd in consequence of our publication. It 
appearing that those of Ball Patau are the cheapest, being Rs. 17| for 
the middle sort of batty the mud a, and Rs. 16 J the mitcla for the 
rds or inferior soi L, it is agiced they be accepted and the warehouse- 
keeper is duected to enter into the usual contract accordingly', 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1772 : The 
ailiclc of rice bciug very scaice, which scarcity' we apprehend will in 
a slioit time be greater still, chiefly owing to the late bad crop, it 
becomes our duty to endeavour by' every mcaus in our power to 
procuie as large quantities of that necessary article of life as possible 
from any quarter wheie' it may be* procurable. Being informed 
that it may be got ait Sandy on reasonable terms, it is resolved that 
factois be directed to procure as far as 3200 Jchandis of the middling 
sort of rice, and in order to afford them an opportunity' of sending apart 
of it here, it is agreed that our Honourable Masters’ ship the Speaker 
/be despatched to Sciudy' for this purpose, as she will bring about half 
' ' • ; ■ ' 
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of it, and no have not yet a sufficient quantity of pepper on the court 
to load her home By' this means we hope she will moie than sa\e her 
demurrage.” Foi conveying hithci the lcmaiudci of the nee, we shall 
shoitly send anothci vessel. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, .17tli May 177*1* • A tender 
being made of about GOOO bags of Bengal nee at Its. 4 per bag foi the 
amount of which bills will lie taken on the Picsidcnt and Council at. 
Boit -William, it is agiecd to accept the oifci as the puce is reasonable, 
and it is au aiticlc the Company aie in want of. The waiehou<-c- 
kcepei is aceoidmgly oidcicd to lcecivc the lice, talang caie it be 
equal to the mustois now pioduccd- 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th July 1774: Read advices 
fiom the Pi evident and Council of Foil St Gcoige wlicicm they icpie- 
sent tliat they aie m tlie greatest (listless foi want of rice and lcqucst 
m the strangest tcims that we will send them a supply Tins being 
taken into consideration, it is obseived that the stock of nee m this 
place is far from being very considoitiblc and the scaicitv m the ad- 
jacent countiies would well justify uni continuing the pi olnbilion foi 
the exportation of that article till a fuilher new' ciop comes in. Yet 
as these gentlemen have made such piessmg instances foi a supply 
and as tlie lains have been hithci to veiy fa\ ourable for the ciop that is 
now on the gi’ound, it is lcsolved unanimously to admit of a quantity 
of nee being exported foi the lclief of the settlement of Madras. At 
the same time the Ficsidcnt acquaints tlie Boaid that in conse- 
quence of the Madras advices applications have been made to admit of 
10,000 hags of Bengal nee being exported fiom hence to Foit St Gcoige 
It is aecouiingly agiecd that the pemnssion icqucstcd be granted foi that 
quantity only. This we hope will piove a veiy loasonablc supply "to 
that settlement and gicatly lelicvo their distress till they may lie able 
to piocuic farther stoics fiom other places. We aie of opinion that 
no largci quantity can atpicscnt with any propriety he spaicd fiom 
lienee tall we may be at more certainty legaidmg the ensuing ciop.. 
It is not in om power to send any lice fiom Mangaloi as the reason 
will not admit of a vessel touching at that poit foi some time to come." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2 fitli October 1774 : The custom 
nustei lcpoits that many of tlie merchants aie desiious of 
exporting a quantity of Scrady, Bengal, and fine nee, on which lie 
requests our direction. As the exportation of nee will be of some 
advantage by increasing the Company's customs and the pic c cnt ciop 
being so plentiful that we aie undtfi no appieheusions of being in want 
of that article, it is resolved that pciraission be gi\cn aceoidmgly. 1 

Six years "later Bombay again suifcied fiom a scarcity of grain. A 
Consultation, the 9 tli August 17 SO, records* In the pie=ent scaicity 
and high price of lice, a Committee is appointed, consisting of the 
waiclionsc-kccper audjBombay custom mastci with Mr. Drapci, who 
must be diicctcd to make the necessary .cnqniiy wliat quantity of nee 
is now on the island, and the cause fiom wheuee this scaicity lias amen 
and to leport their opiniofi Vhat- measure 1 will bel the best adapted to ' 
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upon the market which made an apparent scarcity foi the "time ami 
o£ coiusc enhanced the price to a very high into. "We also concur 
with the Committee in the inference they have drawn of the had 
effect which arose from the batty issued from the Company's ware- 
house do leplacc the rice purchased for Tellieherry not being thrown 
info the market and think the assistant to the waicliousc-kccpcr 
exceedingly hlamcablc in making a piivate instead of a public tiansac- 
tibn of tins business and shall censure, him accoulmgly It is 
ordered therefoic that the purchase of lice for Tollicheny and the issue 
of batly to leplace it he made a public transaction and the diffcicncc 
arising from the sale of the rice pioduccd fiom that batty bo bi ought 
to the ci'cdit of the Cdhpany. A publication has already been issued 
in consequence of the Committee's fifth lesolution which we hope m ill 
pi event any cause of such complaint in futuic, and it isfuither oidcrctl 
that extracts of such parts of the Committee’s repoit and lesolutions 
as relate to the complaints from Ivalyan be sent to Mr. Hartley for 
his nbticc. In' the like manner extracts of tlio.se paits which relate to 
the. complaints 'from Bclapui must be sent to Captain Lendrum for 
■ bis notico/and the Resident there must be advised of the declarations 
made by the inhabitants who we trust, now that Residency lias been 
established, will have no fiu tiler reason to complain of hauls hips. 
Revived agiecablv to the Committee’s lecommcndation that all Com- 
pany's sonants, civil military or marine, their servants or dependants as 
well at tlie piesideney as the huboidinatcs lie strictly prohibited fiom 
dealing diicctly ‘or iudircctlv in giain 'exdept 'on the Ilonouiablc Com- 
]iany's account, and that this prohibition be publicly made -known to’ 
the servants and to them my in general, orders, as also to the olficeis of 
the marine. "Wo agieo with the Committee that it is very proper the 
Company should always have a. sufficient stock r of batty in their ware- 
house to keep down the price to a Inodcraib rate, though we think the 
quantity proposed by tha Committee, considering the tannual imports 
for seven years last (given below), is rather, .too large, and that 
about half- the quantity IviU lip'poffieicntrt ..The Conipan} r have at this 
time a large stack, in waichousp ;and 'an ^xjjc^tjtfipn of .much more. 

. • I . — . ; ' — — 
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A 

lower the price ihcreof and that of grain in general of .which there 
appears to be an equal scarcity. 1 

Referring to the Committee's leport, a Consultation, the 1 5th 
Decemhci 17S0, records: The report of the Cram Committee (1st 
December 1780) having been separately peiuscd by the members, it is 
now agaiu attentively lead and the following resolutions taken 
theicou. As Colonel Hartley has not reported what quantity of 
grain has been secured m the Konlcan, in consequence of the orders 
sent him for that purpose, he must lie called upon to acquaint us how 
f.-u he has been able to comply with these oideis. The lesolutions 
of the Committee being separately considciod, we entirely concur 
Willi the Committee that thc\cry high juice to which rice and batty 
had some tinic ago ri«en was not owing to any leal seaicity, as 
there was no deficiency in the imports compared with tho c c of other 
years. Wo likewise agice with the Committee that the purchase of 
rice for Tcllichcrrv last season cave an alarm and occasioned a urn 
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Wo have Utio doubt but a stock fully sufficient. ir> time a cheap and 
plentiful mailed will £iom licnccfoilli bo pioduccd fiom the Company’* 
own shaie of grain m their several possessions adjacent to Bnml'ay and 
that they will ncccssauly have a lai gc quanlitj for sale, and we t ms t 
that'a propci vigilance ovei the oxpoitfmm the inlands and polls in the 
Konkan with other regulations i ccommcndcd by.the Committee and now- 
adopted mil effectually pievcnt bhcIi scaicity and enhanced puce again 
happening as was cxpcncnccd last sea«on. Piopei. responsible people, 
i£ any such offer and can give good security for then discharging 
the business so as to answer the good purposes expected fiom it, 
Will ho appointed haehariis and an exclusive light given them to- 
supply the maikcls with nee. Foi llicii encomagcment thej must lie 
allowed the gratuity recommended by the Committee It is lcsolvcd ' 
to issue a publication inviting those who can give security to om 
satisfaction to send in then names and tcims Public maikcL places 
foi grain, vvbicli aic now' wanting, must then lie established in the most 
convenient situations in the diffcicnt paits of the town and island 1 
The following statements show the quantity of nee and otlici articles 
impoitcd into Bombay during each of the seven yeais ending -17S0 S . 

J?irr cm/f Batty Impoi M at Bnmbay Cii'tam Jhmv, 1773 - 17RO 
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Gunn mpmiul at Bombay Custom Ifr'i/to, 1771- It So. 
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73 

5 

115 

1 

0 J 

1 ram 1st August 1778 














to .list July 177*1 „ 

23 

0 

230 

3 


(12 

G 

120 

n 

336 


132 

i 

233 

4 

G J 

1 null lrt August 1771 














to Jl.t Jills 17bll 

27 

4 

015 

4 

••• 

03 

0 

12°. 

o 

271 

1 

210 

4 

13G 

i 

0 3 

Total 

275 

1 

2208 

7 

2 0 

131 

7 

no 

0 

1573 

o 

GOO 

3 

1113 

3 

25 5 


Jinitj/t Jtifr, and Svnch it Giants impoilcd at Makim Custom 
House, 1773 - 17S0. 


Year. 

llice. 

Halt}. 

Kflclinni 

Ginn. 

Wheat 

H(Hi] 

b 

Piom 1st All-list 1773 to 31st .Tull 1771 
nom l«t Au-imt 1771 to 31st Juli 1774 
Pliilli 1st An-nst 1775 to list Juts Vitb. 
Piom 1st Augubt 177(i to Jlst.Tull 1777 
Pi am lpt August 1777 to list, Hit} 177P. 
Piom lpt August 1779 tnS'sl.Tul} 1770 
Prom 1st August 1770 to iilbt July 1760 

Total 

Kh. p. 
1.15 1 
„'G1 7 
381 0 
19S 2 
172 1 
487 0 
001 2 

Muil is p. 
2. S3 18 
1621 S 
2518 3 

row o 

1740 10 
2105 1 

1005 151 

M. p 

6 16 

S' 0 

2 22 

1 4 
12 1 
56 10 

Kh. p 
10 0 
58 4 
25 4 
14 4 
29 1 
47 1 
5G 0 

Kli. p. 
*M 2 
17 T 

2 i 
33 1 
17 1 
01 4 
55 1J 

Kh p 
31 5 
.18 4 
34 4 
25 0 
15 0 
11 3 
51 5 

2693 0 

14,621 llj 

SI G 

251 4 

210 74 

215 G 


Tear. 

■ 

Drtl 

Tun. 

Vfitrtnn. 

Yrfl. 

Mug. 

Brtju. 

Prom 1st August 1777 to 31pt.Tulj 1771 
rrom 1st August 1771 to 31st .Tull 1775. 
Piom 1st Au-ust 1775 to 3W Juli 177(5 
l rom 1st August 1770 to 31«t .Tulj 1777 
Piom 1st August 1777 to 31t,t Julj 1778 
Piom 1st August 1778 to list July 1774 
Prom 1st August 1770 to 31st July 1760 

'.Total 

Kh. p. 

7 0 

13 1 

6 0 

12 0 

G 0 

0 G 
-15 41 

Kh p. 
31 0 

1 4 

8 0 

0 2 

3 0 
-A- T-- 
21 0 

Kh, p. 

i" 4 

2 0 

i 

' 8 S 

T 

Jih p. 
s 0 

1 0 

1 0 

2 0 

1 0 
'8. 1 

Kh p. 
4 0 

7 4 

0 0 

9 1 

7 0 
- 0 1 

2 6 

Kh p 

1 0 
10 G 

16 4 

G 0 

0 (, 

'03 11 

70 tf 

1 ID 7 

3 tf 

'10 1 

12 7 

IS’SO 
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I Historical 


Poui reals laler (1781) another 'caieity aiosc. A Con'nilalion, thr 
Slh Janiiaiy 1781, rcemds As the parent scaieity of piouMoi^ of 
every toil malic 1 it. ab’-olutelv neoe-sai v that 'nine step'. should be 
taken to induce people to impel t them fiom the Mnialha «-hoie ami 
Sa Belle, it is lC'olrcd to direct tlie Bomlr.iv and Mdhim Custom MuMvis 
to he paiticulaily eaioful that, cvcept the established ones allowed ihc 
custom master on gmin, no fees on nnv pietcnec wliatevei lie collected . 
on any specie^ of provisions and that a notification he issued adri'mg 
the public of the abore resolution. 1 

Tlncc months later a Consultation, the 2nd March ITS J , icroul* 
The Piesidcnl lepic-ents to the Board that notwithstanding their Be <•- 
lutnnvoE the 8th .Tauuai j loi taking off the fees collected on pirn i*inns, 
meat impediments an e c to then impoitatum fiom fees levied on tin i-l.md 
of S/.lsette lie tlicicfoic piopo-e* that the lcgulntions then funned be 
slnellj attended to m even pait of Siibclte, K a ninja, and Foil. Yicloiin, 
and carefully published tliiouglionl the said islands and the* lafioi 
district The Bo.ud ciitnely ncipne-cc with the Piesidenl and duett 
that oidcis he sent to ihc Compam’s agents at those places to gne 
cvciy aid and eneomagement m then porvci to the cxpoitatinn of 
piovi'ionf. to this island. 2 


In 1791 a lcgnlation was p.is«ed peimilting only one-half of the lice 
impoited to he again expoitcd 1 

, The next ycai of seal city was 1790 In a letter to the Finnic 
Secictaiy to Government, the Custom Tdnslei jMi.P, S. ilaistoi will os 
1st Novcinbei 1799 I find, upon a compauson with fmmer jcai<, that 
the puce or giam now m the island is 2r> to 20 per- cent highei than 
is usual at tins season of the yeai. I do not fiom tins appiehend that 
tlicic is dangci of a scaieitv prevailing On the conliaiy, iiom com- 
muuication with tome of the most intelligent natircs, I am led to 
liclicve that the expected supplies fiom the noilhwaul, of wheat buj> i 
and giam, will ledueo those giams ueaily to the usual medium price m 
the maikct and consequently that the intci position of Government in 
piocunug any uxtraoidinaiy snpplies of those ailielcs is not neces«aiv. 
In lcspect to the ailicle of nee the supply foi the island is nunc 
piceanous and the price liable to much vauation, as the grain sellers do 
not keep any stock in wai chouse, the consumption foi tlie island being 
pnneipally famished fiom the adjacent Mai at ha countiv. < By all 
accounts the eiops of nee in the lvonkan aic likely to be pioductive. 
But if the ainuc* continue m the ncighbonihood of Poona, a great pail 
of the nee that would be sent to tliis maiket will he sent above the 
Ghats. A supply tlieicfore of 40,000 bags of Bengal nee for this 
maikct w’ould prove the means of keeping down the puce of lliat aitielc. 
Fiom the faihuc of the pcuodical lams heie in July and August last 
it is said that the mci chants of tins place hare commissioned a considci- 
ablc quantity of Bengal hq& to be sent them Supposing 50 000 oi 
00,000 bags to be impoited on puvatc account, this mil furnish a 
supply ol 2a,000 or 30,000 bags fortke maiket, allomug as is the lulc 


'PuL Diarj'83 of 1784/il ' ’♦ 

= Krofera, ^2 of 17697,789. L79. D.rtry S3 of 1784, 113. 
' * *“ _ 



Matouals ] 


AND ISLAND. 


07 


ohlv lirilH the quantity landed to be exported. 'Another souicc of 
supply has lately been opened by the imputation of lice from Mangalor. 
But it is hazaidous to conjoctuie what quantity may bO expected fiom 
tliat quarter as it is only the high puce in this market which has 
occasioned the late importation . 1 

On the same subject the market clerk Mr. Geoige Sirnson writes to 
the Puratc Secretary to Government, 1st November 1799: The piemen! 
puce of graiu in the Bombay market is 25 to 30 per cent higher than 
usual at this seasou of the year. The piiec of giam was considerably 
cidiaiiccd m August and September m consequence of the alarming 
o' i ought experienced at that time and the importation has not } et been 
sufliciently abipidant to lower the price to its former standaid. I 
am inf oi mod by the most intelligent natives lieio that the ciops m 
Gujarat and Siud pionnso to this place (Bombay) a \ovy ample supply 
independent of a vciy consideiablc quantity of Bengal lice expected 
from Calcutta on , pi ivate account in the months of November and 
December I -am of opinion therefore that the intei position of Govern- 
ment is not necessary m procuung a supply of giain for this market, 
but that the icgulation established in 1791 of peimitting onty ono- 
lialf of the lice imported to be again exported, should foi the present 
season be strictly adhcied to. 2 

In consequence of this letter the Bombay Government wiite to the 
Cat eminent of India, 1st November 1799 : Since applying under the 
11th of September" fora supply of rice fiom Bengal to guard against 
the consequences which were apprehended fiom the voiy alaiming 
drought experienced at that pciiod, w c have the pleasure to add that an 
unexpected and very plentiful fall of lain on this side of India has 
lcmovcd m a great degree the fears winch were then very generally 
onlertauicd of an appio'aehing famine, and that in consequence the 
ciops piomise Bombay an adequate supply of grain for the piesont 
season. 1 


Duiing the early vcais of British rule, letter fiom Sir J. Gayer and 
Council at Bombay to Bight 'Worshipful Samuel Auncslcy, President, 
and Council at Suiat, dated 17tli Apul 1G9G, a small quantity of Jino 
wheat seems to have been all tliat Bombay icquiicd. 5 

For forty-live years no fnitbcr difficulties ai’C recorded. Under date 
the 12th "May 1743 the’ Diaiy of the Bombay Couifc of Oyer and 
Terminer lias the following cntiy : The bakeis attend the Corn t com- 
plaining that the pi esent puce of m licat will not atloid theii malting 
lncad of tlio weight and pi ice fonnerly Eottlcd. After hearing what 
they had to offer, as also after consul ting* tlio merchants with l aspect 
to tlio piiec of wheat, it is ordcicd that a loaf of the fust sort of bicad 
weighing 7 ozs'. and of th6 second sort weigliiug 8 ozs shall be sold "at 
3j; pice each loaf. In case of any deficiency ju weight', the bakers to 
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' Pal). Diaiy 114 of 17'W, 2SD7-2S28. - ' s .rul>. Diary 114 of 1700,' 2820 -2827. 

3 On 8th October 179!) tliu Goicimnent of Iiitlia hout Sir, 1)00 bn '53 ot rice and intimated 
tliat tlie\ w onlrt semi 20,000 or 30,000 11101 c 111.1 of cuiuco to Bombay Govoinmciit lcquest 
of 11 tli Septcmber-l-jOD -I’uli -Diary 144 ot 1790, 2820- 2S2bV’' ‘ 

4 i’ub Dmiy 1 11 or 1799, 2829. ' • ^ L.’B. 5“of 1G91-1096,(»7. 
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be subject to a penalty of Its 2 foi o\ciy ounce of bicad tounrl slunt 
in weight. 1 

Tluec months later the came Couit leeoids- Ac thcie i« Tieijn'iit 
complaint £iom tlic bakcis of the m/c ami w eight of bicad, two <>l the 
Justices aie cmpowcicd to fettle the weight and puce monthly . 2 

Oil the 2Stli Oeloliei 1 7 the Hominy Couit of Oiei anil Tm miner ' 
wntc • Tlic 1 nice is i leipicnllv complaining of the puce of wlic.it which 
oblige- tliem to mci c i c e that ot hi cad, t lie (Join t w oie of opinion it w mild 
be be-t to get come poison to agiecfoi wheat at a lixed pi ice fm a 
ccitam time The ceveral mcielunis being oulcicd to’altond they 
w eio Mil ci ally asked at what puce they would engage to Mipph the 
balceis. Gangddac llupji's proposal was found the low e-t, namely Its. 21 
pci llinmh foi thetcim oltive months eondihoncil for a penalty of 
Its 1000 on any default The Irikcis to he obliged to take wheat imm 
him only and if they had any complaint oi objection to make of this 
wheat by lum tcndeied, tlicv should do it befoic it is eanied away or 
it will not he admitted attciwaul« Tine the Court coniiuncd and 
oidcicd that a piopoitioivablc alliance be made on hiend ac fmni tlic 
iato of 20 to 24; rupees a Lhauth for wheat; tlie weight to be at* 
foimoily. 5 

Pom joais later piessuie again set in. A Goiemmeni Comultatinu, 
the 27th Febuuuy 1747, lccoids Wheat hciug Its h per lUmidi dearei 
than when w*c contiaeted foi biscuit foi om niamie attlir* raw of 
Its 2\ per man, it is agreed that Its 3 per man he allowed the 
contractor till the pi ice of the giam falls.* 

Two months latci, l-ltli Apiil 1717, Goioinincnt icpcil* AVlicat 
beiug giown cxlraiagantly deal and still n-mgit is ngiccil tliat Its. 1 
per man be allowed tlie eontiactois foi bi-cuit foi the semcc of the 
marine till tlic puce becomes moic leasouablc. 3 

Thicc months latci, the 30th July 1747, Goicmmonl lcpeat: The 
piicc of wheat hemg gicator now than all this season and thcie being 
no probability of its fall foi >-omo time it is agreed that, until wheat 
can bo procuml at a moic loasnnablu iate, the contractor wlio supplies 
oni ciuizcis with biscuit bo allowed Its 5* the man, 6 

On the 20th Outobei 1747 they lccoid. The people on hoaul our 
cnuzois duung the gieat scaicilv and dcaincss of gram this last season 
wcie allowed only half tlic usual allowances ofluead Ihe otluu hair 
being made up to them m i Jal ami ncc As the piice i>r biscuit is 
now* i educed to 11 s. 4* the man and is daily falling, the piovismn.il 
lnanne ] nyinastei is dnecled to give ihe seamen then full allow amc of 

them 7 fl0m thC 1&t ° £ UUSt mouth “■ tLat 1« moic satisfactnij to 


yCal tb< ? "f 0VC1 - On the 26 th Jannaiy 

> Vf® Government lccoid : The puce of wheat l«mg lately somcwlui 
fallen it is agiecd that the pnee of biscuit foi the Honourable Com- 
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pany’s vest-els be lowcicd ‘from l«s. ‘1} to lls 3 the man which is 
coufoinmljlc to tlio price oi‘ wheat. 1 

Four months later anothci change was acquired. On tho 31st May 
17-iS Government resolve : AYheal being risen to Its. 48-1-6 the hhamti 
it is agiced that the price of biscuit be aaised fiom Its. 3 to 11s. 4^ the 
tiuiv . Still the pi ice is to bo lowered as gaum \\ ill admit, that the w hole 
allowance of lu c cmt be continued to the Europeans m the marine. 2 

Six years brought afresh seal city A Government Consultation, 
tlie 28th Mliy 1751, locords : head a petition fioin the banack master, 
setting foitli that the present (1754) dearness of wheat, it being at 
IK ID the Ihitnili, has occasioned a loss to him by supplying the 
military dming *tho last liftccn clays in Apul of Its. 139-2-1)8 A, which 
he hopes the Doaid will take mto consideration. The lloaid agice to 
pay the sum mentioned :i 

Twenty-eight yc.us later at a Consultation, the 20th February 1782, 
read a letter from the attorney to tho agent for victualling His 
Majesty's squndion at Madias. As tho quantity of wheat (SUUU or 
10,i)0U lings) he desiics to export to Madras for ITis Majesty's squndion 
thcie is so very large and as the exportation may gieatly disticss this 
’settlement, it is ordered that the Custom Master lay befoie ns an 
account of the annual importation of wheat foi five ycais past that we 
mavrjudge w r hat proportion the quantity locpuicd bears to the consump- 
tion of this place. 1 

A week later (27lli February 1782) Government received the follow- 
ing abstract : 

Lomhmj Wheal Ti adr, 1??C - 17S1. 


Ycir. 

Import 1 ) 

K\port« 

1 J Am/uJ to A1U July, 
1770-77 

1777- 78 

1778- 79 

1779- 80 

17S0 81 

lvIi'miliH 

2711 

II (.7 
8032 
1879 
0392 

Klmi'lis. 

1153 

870 

1879 

390 

2814 


At a Consultation of tho samo date they recoid : As it appears fiom 
•the above absliact that there is now on the ibland a quantity nearly 
equal to ouc year’s consumption, as the season when tho chief jmpoits 
aic made is now just appfoaelung, and as the supply rcquiicd must he 
of groat importance to the squadion, it is agreed to send directions to 
the Chief and Council at Jambusav to give permission to Mr. Callander 
to pm chase the quantity lcquircd for the Madras squadron unless they 
should find tho pi oducc of the crops v will not admit of such an export 
without injury to thc,puhhc an'd cnlinhcing the price They should 
also diiect Mr. Callander to make tho'pui chase with all possible caution 
to prevent alarm. 13 e * 1 * 


c i . 

i Pnh. "Dial v 21 of 17 1S. T5J ‘ ' • Puli. Piarj 21 of 1748, 1S2. 

J l’ub Diaiy 27 6f 1751, IBS. * * Pul*. lii.u\ 79 of 17S2, GO. 

, . . _ . B 1’nlr Diary 79 of 1732, M-W. ' 


Chapter II. 

Trade. 

Wheal, 

1748. 


1711. 


1JS2. 




Cliaptei II. 
Tiade 

Gram, 

1077 

1CSG 


1728. 


1737. 


[Histoncal 


BOMBAY. TOWN 


To ilic supply of Gram the following lei'cionee.-. have lieen traced. 
On the 24th August 1677 Bombay. wrote to Surat- We have not a 
pound of gram foi the hoi so s which puts them vciy much out oLca^c 
ThcTcfoio please to send us in one of the shilmis 50 i/irtnJjs. Our 
want piocecds .fiomtlic king’s (the MogliaFs) stuct piolubihon that 
no coin should bo earned out of his countiy. 1 

Nine yeais lat«a, 2nd December 1686, Mr J Wybomc Deputy 
Governor and Council at Bombay, to Ills Excellency and Council at 
Surat, icpeats the same complaint. We aic in gi cat want ol gum 
foi the hoi scs winch makes us desne a supply of about 1UU bags may 
be seut by next convoy. Tins will ppivc us some time 2 

Eoity yeais latoi (1728) a difficulty lose in legard to gram A 
Consultation, the 81st May 1728, lccoids • The Moody, oi general 
Paisi agent of Government, also represents Ins case m supplung gum 
foi the Honourable Company’s cattle Tins lie has lnthcito Chaiged no 
higher than at the rate of Its. 13 the Hiundi pice money accoidmg to 
the contract made with the Honourable Piesident foi supplung it m 
foimci years But, through the gieat scaicity of last season, the puce 
using so considerably that tlio last he pui chased was at Rs 21 the 
Ihandi mpee money, he lays hcfoic the Board the rates lie pui chased 
foi since Apiil 1727 to the ultimo of last April, wlicicby does accrue 
to him by the diffei encc he has paid foi it aud w hat chaigcil to 
the Ilonoui able Company a ical loss of Rs. 855-2-67, besides w bat- 
he suffcis in lcdclivenng and what is dcstioycd by voimm. lie 
llieiefoic humbly prays om consideration to make lnm such allowance 
as we shall deem just and leasonable The Piesident then mfoims 
the Boaid tliat in 1722 when the price of grain was settled with 
the Moody, it was foi no longer than one )cai and then to be lcncwcd 
vcaily as the puce should use oi fall. That aftei 1723 the puco 
continued nsmg, though not veiy considerably, until the last season 
during which tamo the Moody has sci oral times sought to be lelieied 
m tins article of gram To this he bade the Moody have patience, 
expecting the same might liavc again so considerable a fall that theic 
might be no occasion to make aw alteration m the puce it has iioin 
that time been chaiged at The icsult proving otlieiwisc, and the pi ice 
of all gram m general likely for some time to come to continue high, 
he thinks the Moody ought to have a reasonable consideration The 
lest of tlio Boaid being ot the same opinion it is agieed that the sum 
of Its 800 be allowed the Moody foi what he suileied m the supply 
of that ai-ticlc to the ultimo last Apnl, aud that he lie allowed Rs. 21 
a khandi for what gram lie supplies the service witlial fiom that time 
until other gram is impoitcd winch is not expected until Februaiy oi 
Mai cli next, when the price is to be anew settled with him accoidmg 
as it shall then govern. 8 ° 

Nine yeais latei, 4th Slay 1737, a Consultation lccoids The Surat 
Clnef and faetoi shave supplied us with wliat sepoys and live cattlo 
they could get, but om- oideis ainved too late for their sending gram 
They will provide a quantity in leadmcss at Gandcvi to be “sent us- 
by the first conveyance after the iams.* 


1 Pee Out L 11. <1 of 1G77-10S7, 1-1. 

1 Puli Dmij 3 ot 1727-28, 110-120 


i L B 4 nf 1C77-1G87, 3G. 

Puli. Uiniy 10 of 1730-37, lid 
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Tlio 20th February ]7.“)0, a Consultation records • Being in want of 
giam, it is agiccd that the Chief ,and factors at Surat be dncctcd to 
pm chase 200 khamlls at Jainbusar as soon as posable if the same is to 
he had so as to turn out with charges about Its. 18 the khaiuh . 1 

A Consultation, the 8tli iSTovcmhci 1768, lccoids: The powder- 
house committee rcpicscnt that they liavc had an offer of being _ 
supplied with gram at Bs. 11 the IhcuuH for one i car or at the rate of ' 
Its 13 foi tliiec years. The fust is accepted and the contract oidered 
to he concluded. 2 

To Gin or Claiified Buttei only one reference has been tiaccd. On 
the 12th May 1696 Bombay unites to Smat: If any opportunity 
should piesent before the rams, we Mould have you send us half a 
dozen of half a scoic duffeis or leather eases of gin it being very 
scarce on the island 3 

To Oil the following in a Government Consultation, the 281h 
February 1711, is the only refeienec : Oil expended in the several 
out forts and garrisons amounting to 11s. 159 J, arises from an established 
usual quantity allotted monthly to each place. Less than this cannot 
suffice. The amount admits of nt) alteration 1 

To Wood the following is the only refeienec. A Consultation, the 
hth May 1739, i coords • Being in gicat apprehensions of wanting 
wood for the use of this island, it is resolved that a competent number 
of boats he sent to Anjanvel to proem c what can be got tlicic j and 
that if necessary a galley be appointed to convoy the boats.*' 

A letter from Surat, the Stli February 1676, seems to show that at 
the time of transfer Bombay was, or was believed to be, well supplied 
with Fruit. The Smat Council write: The go\ cinor of Surat, Sayed 
Mahmud, and several eminent poisons have dcsiicd us to send for 
some - good ■watermelons, and of the best blaolc and while grapes, 
especially black grapes of the long sort, together with whatsoever 
excellent fiuit is procurable in Bombay, B .India, and places adjacent 
which we find are very acceptable liore. Fail not thcrofoio to send us 
some good quantities of said melons and grapes by cveiy boat that 
comes up. IVlien you liavc no boats bound tins way hire a boat on 
purpose and send the melons and grapes up to us ; and pass the ehaigc 
to the Company's account in regard nothing can better please those gicat 
men than such soil of fruit. 0 

In 1769 measures wcie adopted for cheapening and improving the 
supply of fruit The 19tli August 1769 Mr. Alexander Callander 
Clerk of the Peace, wrote to 'the President and Council : The Grand 
Jury at the last Sossious of Peace held for this town and island of Bombay, 
having represented to the Court' of Sessions then sitting that they 
apprehended many good consequences for the gain of the island and 
benefit of the inhabitants in general by a republieation of all the sundry 
publications and regulations issued by your Honours' predecessors in the 
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i Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 71. Pul). Diaiy 51 of 17G8, 598, 

1 Sec. Out. L B 5 of 1G91-1G9G, 91 < Pul). Diaiy Id of 1740-41. 101. 

5 Pul) Diary 12 of 1739, 1G7-1C8 

6 Sural Fact. Out L, B. 2 of 1G75-7G, 73. Forrest’s Iloinc Sales, 1. 81. 
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months or So\iioinlioi 17"»7 and Novi-mbii 17 V>, I am diircted by the 
Com l to icque**l that i mil TTnnmii- will, if inuappime thmeni, iwi-oUii* 
fnmo to lie lfjiulili'-lii'tl n« nfoic t anl, tqgrllici with tin 1 rales oi Idiom 
mid hamalngc settled bv a voinmiltee ol yom Hand nndei the l'tlli 
Fein 11.11 v 17 GS, addin" lh.it no 'eivanl should leave his mastei without 
n month's w .11 nimr liist gnen, and in like manner oioiy mastei shdl 
give lus «civunl eithci a month’s warning oi a month's wage-. , As 
it appealed to the said Couit that many aitielci of pinvMnn, paitj- 
culaily fiuil and gieens, ai c gi eally exhausted by the IVnsis going nun 
to the' olhci «ule and tlieic cngi o*smo the same, they h u «* c-peunllv 
to lequcsl that a publication may he issued to picient this abuse, and 
that all customs oi fees collected on the impoit.it ion of any pimisions 
fimt 01 "icons may lie entnely alyihshed They lias e aUn Luillvi to 
icqncst that two laigc sheds may lie limit wit hui the town walls foi 
the public maikeb to he held m, one foi meat raid fowls and aunllioi 
for fi nit and "icons, m such eoniemeiit parts of the town as yom 
Ilonoms may judge most piopei foi the pmposc. They base to 
icqncst that your Uonouis Mill please to oidei the public loads of the 
island m general and the stieets of the town to he piopei ly icpaired 
at the Honourable Company's expense . 1 

On these diffeienl suggestions, at a Consultation the 2G(li August 
1769, the lloaidiemaik: Jtead the abosc lettci fiom the Cleik of the 
Peace, iccommcnding, by oulei of the Coml of Sessions, suiuliy points 
to our coiisidcintion, on winch the followmgicmhitious me come to. the 
licccssaiy oi deis to 1« issued m consequence. The kwprlI publications 
issued m Scptomhei 1737 amlNovcniboi 1759, with the i.itosof lahoui 
and liamalage settled in Felnuaiy 17GS aic oidcied to he lepnhlislied. 
Sliould tiadcsmcn or otheis lefusc toadheie thcieto complaint is in |.p 
made to the Cleik of the maikel as also of all othei alm c cs u’lative to the 
maiket when the Cleik, citliei by lumself, or by application fi am him to 
any of Ills Majesty's Justices of the Peace, will affoul i edicts to the pn ly 
aggrieved. A puhlieation likewise to lie issued against the Puisie going 
to the othei side and cngiossing piosisions paitienlailv finit and 
gi cens, and all fees on the two last mentioned article- to he nboMietl. 
Put as the custom mastei and cleik of the mmkot lose a crni-fm.'ml>lo 
advantage tbeicby, it is ngiecdin hen theicof to pcimit of a fee of 
two annas per hale on the impoit of cotton tlnce-iifths to he given 
to the Pomhay Custom Mastei, one-fifth to the Malum Custom 
Master, and one-fifth to the Cleik of tlio maikel. Two laige 
sheds, to lie built willun the town walls foi the public markets 7o 
be held in, one foi moat and fowls, the ollici foi finit and gieens 
ami a constable to attend the f-heds with ail allowance of a nuai (ci of 
a mpee a day. No tenant to leave his mastei without a month’s 
warning, and no master to duclimge Ins sen ant without month’* 
warning or a month’s wages. The public load* am now ieminng 
and the streets aie under the eaic of the scavenger who must lepair 
them, the chaige being defrayed by the land paymaster. 2 

Nest yeai, 7ili Novcmbci 1770, a Consultation iceoids- Ro.id 
letter fxom the Cleik of the Peace by oulei of His Majesty's Justice^ 

1 1’uli Dmrj 5-1 o£ I7C0, C 17 -CIS. •= Tub, Diary 51 of 1701, G37-C3S. 
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recommending 1 that a market may be established without the gates for 
greens upon the same footing as that within, which is agreed to. 1 

[Bombay Government Consultation, lSth February 1772 : Read a 
letter from the Bench 'of Ilis Majesty’s Justices 1 ecommonding that 
thp present stated pi ices on fruit and greens be taken ofE which they 
believe will be the means of the market being better supplied. It is 
therefore agreed to try the same for three months to commeuce the 1st 
of next month, of which due notice must be given. At the same time 
the dealers must be lequiied to sell the fiuit and greens at the 
public mailcct as licretofoie. 2 

In 1803 the following correspondence look place regarding the 
rebuilding of the Fort greens and mutton markets destroyed in the 
gi eat flic : Letter' from Mr. Simon Halliday Clerk of the market, 10th 
May 180,3, to Mr. John Hector Cherry Piesidcnt, and Mcmbcis of the 
Town Committee. The near approach of the lains and the piobability 
of no final ariangcmcnls being adopted for rebuilding the town before 
that period, induce me to appty to your committee for pci mission to 
build, subject when required to be lemovcd, a tcmjionuy shed envoi ed 
with tiles on the ground occupied 1 ) 3 ' the late green market so as to 
shelter fiom the inclemency of the w'oatlier that useful and neccssaiy 
class of people the fiuit and vegetable dealers 3 

Letter from Air. James Ilallctt Secretary to the Tow r n Committee, 
lltli May 1803, to Air. James Augustus Grant Sccrelaiy to Govern- 
ment: I am directed by the Town Committee to icquest j'ou wall 
submit to the Honouiablc the Governor in Council the accompaivy- 
mg copy of an application from the Clcilc of the market with their 
Opinion, that the public convenience mil be much assisted ly a 
compliance tlicicwith the moic particularly as Air Halliday pledges 
himself that the building'shall be removed at any time when inquired. 1 

Bombay Government Diary 13tli Alay 1803: The above recom- 
mendation was j'csterdaj' acquiesced in on the ground of the proposed 
maiket being a public woik and less liable to abuse under the charge of 
the (/leak of the market than if in private liands. At the same time 
the luU mttce was informed that Air. Halliday w’as to lie responsible 
that not a single piece of matting nor a single post of timber shall 
on any pretext be used on this structure but that the supporters he 
cousti noted of brick or stone 5 

In lcply, the 17th May 1803, Air. Simon Halliday Clerk of tile 
maiket, addressed John Ilcctor Cherry Piesidcnt and Arcmbeis of the 
Town Committee : I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of j'oui 
Socictaiy’s letter of j'eslerday’s date enclosing copj" of a Tetter from the 
Scad ary to Government of the 12th instant being in reply to my 
application of the 1 0th to your committee for permission to erect a 
lempoiaiy shed during the rains for the fiuit and green sellers on the site 
of the late market place. I am Sony to observe that under the existing 
circumstances I do not think I can avail myself of the permission 
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granted bj T the Honourable the Goieinoi in Council to oicot tin* 
temporal j- shed alluded to without not only liieumng moio expense 
Ilian it would he prudent for me to be at ; but who that the near 
appioacli oE the rams will piecludo me fiom piocunng a Milluient. 
numlici o£ woikmcn necessary to complete the mulct talcing in time 1 
must theicfoic lay it aside and in lieu thcicnf lx*g leave to sugge-l to 
the committee that the evil may still, 1 think, lie remedied byiemm ‘ng 
tiio maikct to tliat spot of giound in the Psiisi lia/..'ir known by the 
name of the Governor's old hoi.-c stable. Thcic me at pie-ent 
tcmporaiv buildings snflieicnt with a small c v pcn c e to answer the 
piupo c c wanted. I humbly submit that this spot cannot lie turned 
to a moic useful oi hcltei account than that oi a peimanent publu 
maikct which with a little airangemont can in raj opinion lie made to 
niiswci the pui po»cs both of a mutton and of a vegetable maikct. At 
present the giound is occupied only bj a feu mutton Imtchcis, a eoopoi, 
audacliair-inakci who says ho i-uiulci tlie 1 m track mastei. Tlieie aie two 
openings into this place, one fiom the 1’iiisi ln7.ii stu>et and the otlm 
fiom Punch limine lane, by which the meat and vegetable maikets may 
he kept pcifectly distinct , and tlieie is a small home at the gatewuv in 
the Pm«i bazar which would ansuci lcmail.ahly well fin the constable 
w bo sujjeiintcnds tlic maikct to ie>-idc m. Tlieie i*> aho a w ell w ithm the 
pi cmises which would affoid watci sufficient to keep tlic place mulI 
and clean. Should this suggestion meet with the application c»E the 
committee and ultimately with that of the Honourable the (loienioi in 
Council, many peisons w ould be glad to cicct the maikol upon any 
fixed plan w ithout being an expense to Government. 1 

This pioposal was con'-ideicd l*y Government and the follow mg entry 
made the JJUth May 1803 The suggestion submitted m the ab>ve 
leltci with lcspect to convci ting the spot of giound known m the baz.ii 
by the name of the Governor's old hoi'c ‘■table into a site fni a mill ton 
and vegetable maikct was on the 19 lit appioietl and the (onumtteu 
authorized to dnect the clcik of the maikct to piocecd aceoiilniglj 

The following papers ldalc to the supply of Meat foi Boinkiy: 

Bombay Government Consultation Otli July 1720 The Piesident 
acquainted the Boaid that this meeting is occasioned by =c\ oral complaints 
tliat have lieen made to him both fiom the English and Black inhabitants, 
the one forwent of pi o visions the otlici that then fowls clucks ami 
other animals aie taken away by foiee. He piopo'Cs as the jnnst likely 
method to lemedy these complaints that a pioclamation he ls-ued 
positively foibidchng all poisons whatsoevei to take anything by fnice, 
and oidcung the veieadoies to supjily the maiket \fni the “use of 
English inhabitants) as follows, eveiy Satuiday with two cow s, cveiy 
Monday and Thuisdav with goats, and may Wednesday and Finlay 
with fish . and likewise du acting all persons that want fowls oi ducks 
to send to the vereadoics fra them, who shall supply them, if procurable 
at the following rales : Foi a giown fowl 15 dugdnis (:H as.), foi a 
giown duck 18 dugunis (3 cis.), and so m piopoition for small ones. 


.‘Pub Djarj 17-1 o£ 1S03, 201M7. 

' 1 ub Biarj 1, l o£ 1801, 2010-17. Foi lish supply null maikcts see below Fialierica. 
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This is approved and the Scci clary i& oidered to get ready a i>roclamation 
to tliat purpose. 1 Next day (7th July 1720) the Sceictary drew out 
and published a proclamation according to the above order of Council. 2 * 

Bombay Government Consultation 1 8th May 1733 : Mr. Henry 
Ivellet, marine paymaster, ropicsonts that whereas he was allowed to 
chnige foimcrly 5 pice a lb. for all beef supplied the Honourable 
Company's vessels, that the alteration that has been lately made from 
72 pice to SO for a lupce is 11 per cent to Ins prejudice ; and cattle 
being now dearer and much moic deficient to be' had than ever, he 
deriics the liberty of this Board to charge for the future 5 V pice for 
each pound of beef. This is agreed to. 5 

A Consultation of the 14th September 173S shows that in this year 
the difficulty of proper supplies extended to almost all kinds of animal 
food: It being icprescntcd by the laud and marine paymasters that 
.through the extra oidmaiy dcaiih and seal city of fowls mutton and kid, 
proper for the soldiei » and sailois that aie sick in the hospital when 
tlicv aie upon recovery, it is impossible for the undertaker who supplies 
the hospital to afford such nourishment or diet for the piice that lias 
been usually paid him, namely 12 pice a day ; and the want of such 
daily supplies occasions clamour and complaint from the sick people ; 
and as we aie truly sensible of the reasonableness of this information 
and that without such diet and piopcr nourishment the sick recover 
very slowly if at all, it is. agieed thcrcfoic that the land and marine 
paymasters allow the undertaker that provides the hospital with 
provisions three pice extraordinary per day for each person, and that 
they charge the same in their monthly accounts to cliarges extraordinary, 
"lie x2piec foimcrly paid being stopped out of the paj r of the sick 1 

In 1737 a further advance in the price of beef gave rise to the 
following con espondencc : Letter from Captain Thomas Stoncliam, 
Pmser Mai me, Bombay 24th June 1737. Provisions and other 
necessaries being at present much dearer than usual, I have made an 
estimate of tlicir juices which aie as follows : 

j -'U Billet wood bought since Mai eh last, exclusive of servants 
wastage and other charges cost Us. 2 per mille. 

2. A hog weighing about 60 lbs. cost Rs. 3J; feeding it to 
prevent it giving the llux being otherwise full of oil, Rs 14; eooly 
line, ics 50 (2 an .) ; total Rs. 5-0-50. Pork amounts to 7 pice per lb. 
exclusive of servants aud oilier chaiges. 

3. A bullock weighing about 130 lbs. cost Rs. 9 , straw 6 
bundles per day or 130 bundles a month at Rs. 16 the thousand, 
amounts to Rs. 2-3-50 ; total Rs. 11-3-50. Beef amounts to pice 7^ 
the pound exclusive of servants and other charges. 

If the beef aud pork are salted it costs half a pice the pound moie. 
During the mins (Juno July August and Septembei) the cattle ought 
to be fed with a little grain, besides straw, to keep them in any tolerable 
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1 Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 10". Fonest’s Ilomo S'ciics, II. 23-Si. 

* Puli Diaiy 1 of 1720, 10S 1 Pub. Duuy 5 ot 1732-33, 127. 

1 Tub. Duiy 5 of 1732-33, 202, 203. 
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thoicforc positively refuses to renew bis contract at less. The other 
articles the Boaul is satisfied aie pretty moderate and reasonable; and 
on' the whole agreed to accept and renew the contract for one year on 
the terms specified in the said letter. 1 

The same rates and arrangements were continued in 17-11. 2 

The lecoids of the four ycais ending 1752 contains the following 
references to Gujarat beef : Bombay Government Diary, 4th January 
] 748. Although the beef for the cruizers provided at Cambay will 
turn out dealer than last season, it will be much cheaper than if 
provided at Suiat: 3 - 

Bombay Government Diary, 28th March 1 7-1*8 : There came to hand 
a letter from the Chief at Surat to the President puiposcly to advise 
that since close of the general letter 60 casks of salt beef had been 
received from Cambay which he now sends hither on the grabs. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 17tli January 1752: Being in 
want of beef for our marine, and Cambay being the onty place at present 
that it can be provided at, it is agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Shaw 
directing him to salt up as much as can be procured for which purpose 
we shall now send up saltpetie and a salter and cooper and direct the 
committee at the Bar to forward as many casks as can be spared from 
the vessels. 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 4.-th March 1752 : In regard to 
our ordois concerning salting up beef, the season was so far advanced 
that the Chief of Cambay had with gieat difficulty piovided and sent to 
the gentlemen atSuratBar 24- live cows though they desired 250, but that 
he expected to get between 20 and 30 moie in a short time; that the 
famine which had raged there for two of ihiee years had occasioned a 
great scarcity of cattle but that he would procure as many’ as possible. 6 

The 1753 lccords. Court of Directors* letter of 12th May 1758 
paiagrapli 31, contain the following refeiencc to imports from Europe : 
AYe send beef and pork agiccablc to your indent If any part proves 
bad, you must describe the condition and give us the marks and numbers 
of the casks, as you did by that consigned to you in the llccior, that, 
if there shall appeal a reason for it, we may know where to apply for 
satisfaction. 7 

A Consultation of 29th September 1767 shows that the settlement 
of Fort* Victoria in Batndgiri to some extent fulfilled the object for 
which it had been established : The marine paymaster now lays before 
the JBoaid an account by which it appears 112,925 pounds weight of 
salt meat will be requued for the service of the ensuing season. As 
that salted last year at Fort Victoria turned out better than that 
piovided at Cambay, it is directed that immediate orders be sent to the 
factors there to prepare for salting up the above quantity if so much 
can be procuied. If not, they must immediately advise us that we may 
take measures for procuring it clsewheie. 8 
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1 riih. Dvuy 33 of 1739-40. 317. - Pub Diary 14 of 1740-41, 321, 315. 

•) I’ub Diary 21 of 174S, 10. * Tub. Diarj 21 of 1748, 118 

5 1’ub. Diarj 25 oi 1752, 26 B Puli Diary 25 of 1752, 85-SG. 

7 l’ub Bc-p. Coiul’s L, Vol. 5 of 1757-1701, 93. e Pub Diary 40 of 17C7, 531. 
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Section 111— Prices, 1676-1781. 

Tlio following extracts i elate to prices chiefly of local supplies . 


1 Scarlets, and fine gieens B a . 10 

tlic yard. 

2 Bioidiloth coarse Es. 2 J the yard. 

3 Cloth l.isfies Bs 2} the j.irtl. 

4 Peipetuanne.-. Es 20 tlio piece 
0 Quicksilver Es 43 tlie mail- 

G Vermilion Es. 10 do 

7 Lead Es 2J do 

8 floppci E* 18 do. 

A Consultation of the 27 tli 


9 Alum Es 3t the mini 

10 lion Bf 2k do 

11 Tin 3K 11 ' do 

]2 Eedlcod Es 21 do 

13 Go us Its 3 do 

1 i Anchors fif>. -1 do 

15 Cordage Us 9 the civt 

.10 T.u at Es 13thel>.mel 
17 Pilch at Es 13 the lull cl 1 

November 174‘1 recoich, : In c>>ii- 


seipiencc of tlie Older made last meeting that the Moodys ‘■luiuld 
this day enter upon a cuntiaclfoi the sc\cral aiticlcs to lie funushed 
tlie ensuing year, reckoning the same to commence the 1st instant, they 
now' attend. Being called in, many aigumeuts aic used on then 
part against any lcduction of the prices stipulated in then foinicr 
agreement. On tlie other hand reference ip made to the present com-c 
of the maikots at tins place as also to the last lcceived price cuiicnl 
fumi Suint. Piom all this tlie Board lesolic with tlie consent of the 
said Moody6 to fix the following rates foi the nnder-speeilicd ai tides 
dining the tcim above mentioned 2 : 


Articles 

It* 

qrs. 

res. 

* 

1 Almonds .. ... 

r» 

0 

0 

the Bombay man. 

2 Baskets. *01311 .. 

0 

0 

11 

c.icli 

3 Bengal lope ... 

3 

2 

28 

tlie Bombay man 

4 Colton 

5 

0 

0 

do 

li Kliithnii ... ... 

1 

1 

0 

the Sm .at man. 

G Cotton yam ... 

8 

0 

0 

the Bombay inun 

7 Cinnamon, tlio host sni t .. 

4 

0 

0 

tlie pound. 

6 Charcoal 

0 

1 

0 

the basket. 

9 Cambay paper . 

7 

Cl 

•A 

0 

tlie team. 

10 China mot 

7 

0 

0 

the- Bombay man. 

11 Camphor, China refined . . 

O 

0 

0 

the pound. 

12 Kunilis ... ... 

0 

0 

3(1 

carli. 

13 Cocoanut oil 

4 

0 

0 

the Eumb.iy man 

14 J)anqt i cloth 21* covits of 
-j y.nd each, breadth 25 
liidir-. 

2 

3 

0 

the piei c 

13 Damn small bagi 

0 

0 

30 

the lug. 

16 DJI 

1 

1 

0 

the Snr.it man 

17 Damnier 

o 

3 

0 

the Bombay man. 

18 Earthen pots ... 

0 

0 

25 

tlie pot 

19 FmclhitJindi ... 

1 

2 

0 

tlie Surat man. 


1 Surat to Court 22nd Sept 1G7G, Surat Pact. Out L B 2 of 1G75-7G", 202 Torrc-Vs 
Home Scries, I 104. 

1 The appointment of the Moodj f w as in tlio follow mg terms The Hbuoniablc John 
Eornc, rresiJmt and Goiemor, doth hy these presents constitute and appoint sou, 
Jlirdji Jiji, Bhih.i]i Jiji, and Jlanekji ,Tiji jointly to be Moodjs to tiie Honomahlc lln, 
United Engh-h East India Company at Bombay for presiding and 'upithinc the 
scTerat out-offiecs nnd vessels belonging to the said place with all such ncuNsauts 
as are usually furnished by a moody. Of these you arc to keep a mflicicut stoii by 
you of what are good ; and likewise j on are hereby inseated with the solo power of 
so doing for which this shall he your patent. Sealed with the sell of the afore* ml 

SSTte lmndlUC ° mWj CaiU ° tIUi ’ ■ ' dft > ° f Apnl 
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Aiticlcs. lip 

2 if RJii ... ... 6 

qrfl 

1 

res. 

0 

the Bombay man- 

21 Ginm — ...- It 

0 

0 

the Munich. 

22 Green wax-cloth ... 0 

3 

0 

the covit. 

2-7 ITaitnl (yellow orpiment) .. 10 

0 

0 

the Bombay man. 

21 TToinp .... ... 2 

2 

0 

do. 

25 Honey ... ... 4 

o 

•J 

0 

do. 

2o Indigo ... ... 14- 

0 

0 

do 

27 Jittp i, Gul or Bair Sugar ... 2 

0 

0 

do. 

28 Licorice ... ... 3 

3 

0 

do. 

29 Milk ... ... 1 

n 

O 

04 

do 

30 Oil ... ... 3 

1 

O 

do. 

III Onions ... ... 0 

3 

0 

do 

32 Quicksilver ... . ... 4 

2 

0 

the pound 

HI Ttice ... ... 1 

0 

0 

Lbc Sm.it man 

31- lied earth ... ... 1 

1 

0 

the Bombay man 

35 Hod waxcloth ... 0 

2 

50 

the covit of 2 of li- 

OG Tied lead ... ... 5 

0 

*• 

0 

the Bombay man. 

37 Sug.ii ... ... 3 

o 

*-* 

0 

do. 

38 Soap . . . . 3 

0 

0 

do. 

39 Salmons as pci musici 1G 
covits of 1 of ayai d each, 

1 yaid bioad ... 3 

0 

0 

the piece 

40 Sug, si candy ... ... 7 

0 

0 

the man- 

44 Tin cad ... ... 28 

0 

0 

do. 

42 Varnish • . ... 20 

0 

0 

do. 

43 Vei Million ... ... 4 

2 

0 

the pound. 

4-1 Vcidigrih as per musici, 

. Surtft ... ... 1 

3 

0 

do. 

Vo digits as pei muster, 
Euiopo ... ... 1 

0 

0 

do* 

45 Wax ... ... 1 1 

0 

0 

the Bombay man 

40 "Wlui dead . . ... 5 

2 

0 

do- 

47 Wood oil ... ... 7 

3 

0 

do. 

-18 "Wood ... ... 2 

0 

0 

the thousand. 

40 "While i\ ax-cloth ... 0 

n 

*i 

50 

the covit 1 * 

GO Rosewatci . . ... 2 

0 

0 

the flask. - 


Compaung tlic prices with those of the foimci year (1740), anil allow- 
ing the quantities to he expended tlic same as then, we have the' pleasure 
to observe a saving will arise of Its. 2238 2 qrs. 89 res. Tlic article of 
lucad was usually supplied by the Moody, and the last season chaig-cd 
at 2^ the man, though now indeed ho otters to engage at 2^, at which 
late Mrs Tranter widow of Mr. Tiantcr, also is willing to contract. 
And here it is remarked that her late husband, whose employ at home 
was biscuit-baking, though scut out by our Honouiablc Masteis in 
quality of an ensign, yet he had been permitted to cairy on his trade 
and winch has since been continued by lus widow, by winch means she 
is possessed of all requisite conveniences for the business The Board, 
iu consideration of' her family and the offer she makes being equally 
low with that of the Moody, agreed that she have the furnishing the 
bicad, namely, at the rate of 2^ the man by which as before remarked 
with respect to the other articles, a gain on tins alone will accrue of 
lls 21U7 2 qis. 5 ios. which added to the above will make a net 
Saving on the whole of Us. *1346 and 91 res. 3 


Chapter II. 
Trade. 

Bombay Piiccs, 
1741. 


1 Co viil ("written also co\ it and coiced) ib an Indo-Porluguesc form of tlic Poitu- 

guesc coi ado a cubit 01 oil The Sur.it lcsSci co\ id is 27 niche? English and the gicntcr 

to\ id is 3G inches, Hobson- Jolwon, 207. s Pub. Diary 14 of 1710-4 1, 474 - 470. 
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Rc^auluio- similai rate-? sis j cars laloi a Consultation, the Sth May 
174-7 “iceoids : The Moody laving dchvcicd in pnipo^als foi suppl- 
ing the Honourable Company with sundry ai tides for one ycai as uMiaV 
the same now aic examiued and being appiovcd aie as follows : 

Articles ®*« Q** n ' q " 


1 Almonds 

... 4 

1 J 

30 

the wan. 

3 Basket* small ... 

... 0 

Q 

LI 

e-icli. 

3 Bengal lope 

4 Cotton ... 

... Not 
.. 5 

fglYCll. 

1 0 

the man 
do. 

fi Khichadi 

... 1 

3 

0 

do 

(3 Cotton yarn 

... 8 

1 

0 

do 

7 Cinnamon 

.. 4 

0 

0 

the pound. 

8 CUaicoal 

... 0 

1 

0 

the flasket 

0 Cambay paper . 

. . 0 

0 

0 

the quire. 

10 China loot 

... 7 

0 

0 

the man 

11 Camplim 

1 

0 

50 

the pound 

12 Ooimmil oil ... 

... 4 

1 

0 

the man 

13 Kumhs 

0 

0 

30 

each - 

14 Danqi i < loth 

... 2 

3 

0 

the piece 

13 E.nthen pots ... 

... •> 

0 

25 

each. 

Id Fine JMchadi ... 

O 

*■* 

n 

O 

50 

tlic man 

17 G/n 

... 10 

0 

0 

do 

18 Gic-cn n ax-cloth 

... 0 

3 

0 

the coi it 

19 JJaitdl 

. 10 

0 

0 

the mau. 

20 IJcmp , 

0 

0 

0 

do 

21 Qincksilvci 

3 

0 

0 

tlic ponnd. 

22 Indigo ... 

. 0 

2 

40 

do 

23 Licorice ... 

... 0 

2 

0 

the man 

24 Rice O 

.. 1 

0 

0 

do 

23 Bed cai tli 

.. 1 

1 

0 

do 

20 Ilerl n ax-cloth . . 

... 0 

0 

50 

the cmil. 

27 Roscnatei 

0 

• • « 

0 

0 

tlie flask 

28 Sug.u 

• ? 

2 

0 

the man 

29 So.ip 

... 3 

0 

0 

do 

30 S-mnncs 

.. a 

0 

0 

the piece. 

31 Sugai candy 

. 0 

3 

0 

the man 

02 Thu-ad 

... 1 

0 

0 

tlio pound 

33 Varnish 

... 21 

0 

0 

the man 

31 Venmlion 

.. 3 

2 

0 

the pound 

"5 Em ope veidigm 

... i 

0 

0 

do 

36 Wav 

.. u 

0 

0 

tlic man 

37 Whitehall 

. . Not eivcu 

do 

38 Wood oil 

• a 

do. 


do 

39 White wax-doth 

. . 0 

2 

50 

tlie cm it 

•10 Suiatveidigiis 

... 2 

0 

0 

tlic pound 

41 Onion* 

. 0 

2 

0 

the mail 

42 Milk 

0 

0 

0 

do 

43 Jmgelly oil 

.’. 4 

1 

0 

. do 

41 Honej’ 

4 

0 

0 

do. 

45 Jniji 1 , Gul or Raiv 

E-utj.ir . 2 

n 

0 

do 


As it is cspectcd that gin will he cheaper at the opening of the 
season, it is agiced that llie price bo again settled about foui° months 
hence. It is thcrefoic dnected tlial the’sum of Rs 5000 he ad\anced 
the Moody to be deducted out of Ins monthly accounts as usual. 1 . 

Accordingly four months later, the 12tli Seplcmlioi 17 17, the Boaid 
dn cot The pi ice of gin having men greater since \vc contracted with - 
the Moody, m Consultation the Sth of May, to supply the Honomahlc 


1 Tub. Diary 20 o i 17 J7, 1C2 - 1C3. 
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Company at the rate of Us. 10'tlie man foi the teim of four months, 
it is agieed. that he be allowed Its. 13 the man from that time until 
'llic piice lowers. 1 

Letter fiom His Majesty's Justices to the President, 27th August 
1770. We are to acquaint you that the Par sis and others having 
offeied to supply the island with provisions agreeable to the enclosed 
f ' Wi h>s settled by your Honoumble Board on the 20th September 1757, 2 
«Are of opinion they should have free liberty to go to the adjacent 
countiies to pm chase them and that the prohibition forbidding it 
should be taken off. That it appears many people under pietence of 
dieting persons or dressing victuals for them do keep tippling houses 
both within and without the town, which is not onl}’- very prejudicial 
to the community in general by encouraging gaming and othei vices 
and may also be pioduetive of many robberies. We theiefore request 
your Honoui will order a publication to be issued by beat of dram 
strictly oideung all poison* who keep dieting houses to give in their 
names monthly to a bench of His Majesty's Justices in older that their 
houses may be duly visited by a peace officer whenever judged necessary. 
This we aie of opiuion may pi event the abuses which for want of 
-such a regulation aie at present generally complained of. 3 

On receipt of the above letter, the 28th August 1770, the Bombay 
Council observe : Head the above letter from the Bench of His 
Majesty's Justices enclosing a set of legulations for fixing the piices of 
piovisions which aie appioved and ordeied to be carried into execution, 
and a publication to be issued accordingly ; after which, should -any 
one be detected in charging more, a justice of peace on ar regular 
complaint being made will fine such offenders at his discretion. A 
publication must also be issued requiting all those who keep dieting 
houses to give their names monthly agieeable to what the Bench 
lecommends. 1 

Court of Directors' letter 19th March 1778 paragiaph 46 : We 
read with great concern in the 16tli paia of your letter of 22nd 
December 1776, that almost every article of grain and piovisions at 
Surat was 50 per cent and some articles 100 per cent above the Bombay 
prices. Although we fully approve of your lecommendation to the 
Nabob of Surat to modeiate the duties •collected on the necessaries of 
life and to inciease tuem on superfluities and articles of luxury, yet as 
the result of your enquiry has not convinced us that so gieat an excess 
in the prices of provision* at Surat could have been occasioned by the 
duties levied on articles specified in the leport of the Chief and Council, 
and as wo have no idea that prices so exorbitant could have been of long 
standing cfl' that a considerable advance could have happened without 
adequate and evident causes, we therefore direct that you further 
investigate the subject. Particularly that you ascertain the time 
when tiic^ advance of prices was fust perceived which may be done by 
procuring exact accounts of the current prices of provisions at Surat 
for a few years past. You aie then to examine whether any of our 
servants traded laigely in grain or weie at all concerned m monopolizing 


Chapter II. 
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Surat and 
Bombay Prices, 
1776. 


1 Pub Diary 20 of 1747, 334. • Not traced (1803). 3 Pub. Diarv 56 of 1770, 43. 

4 Tub Dinry 66 of .1770, 460. 
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$2 


pi o\ hums of am kind at Hint period and thcieby conti ibutcd low aids 
the public calamity winch must lia\e Ijccu (cca*irmed by a gvwial 
advance m the puces al Sui.il. If. on Midi nm-ligalinn ll dip 11 
appeal to you Unit Ibi*- Ini', lieon tbo e.i c e, it is otu oulci Hint ciciy 
pert-on conccincd insndi piactiees be f-ii‘-] | ciidcd fioni uni ‘■ciMu.Millnui 
tuilbci plcaMiic concerning iliem be known. XI c mud add lliil wc 
bold you pailicnlaily icspmisible for a faithful elucidation of t- 
Fiibjeci and foi the impartial and full execution of lbc*c out oidoi-t^ 
insti actions. 1 

Ilcpoi t fiom tlie Committee appointed to enquiic into the earner <>f 
tlio excels m the puces of ]ii o vision* at Suiat, dated Siu.it 10th 
Febraaiy 1779 * At a committee pie«cnt, Mc-sif. George Guvui 
Richard Pnec and John Gnfiitli apiioinlcd by the llownn.ihlc the 
President and Council of Bomlny in eon«-cqucnce of the 16tli jiuragjaj.li 
of the Honourable Company's command*, dated the 1 Dili Mnuh 177S, 
to onquiie into the cause* that occasioned the gical exec** m tin* juice 4 
of giain and provisions at Suiat above the Bombay jiricc* in the jeai 
1770, ancllo a«ceitam the lime when llic advance of juices was lir-l 
perceived, also to examine wlicthei any of the Comjiany's tenants 
tiaded laigely in giain or weic at all concerned m monopolizing 
pi o visions of any kind at that penod. 

Read the Honourable Company's pninginph abnic mentioned and 
the Boaid's injunctions lesjiccling the object* of our Commi-Mnn. 
Poi the sake of piccidon and that they may be able to give a* deal a 
■state as possible of their enrjuny, the committee line thought projici 
to dmdc it undei the following heads 

1 To enquiic what ni tide i nf gi nil .mil proi mans nrc in general 
deal ci at Suiat Ilian .it 1-omlm , .mil to nsugii i casous foi the s-iiue 

2 To cnquuc into the ical caii-c-. that occasioned (ho e'cc-v-m the 
price 4 of gi.un and provision-. at Sui.it m tlicyc.ii 1771* above llio-e or 
picccdiiigye.tr> and to .isccrt.iin tlic time when the alliance of puce 
ivas hist pciccii od. 

3 To make a strict enquiry ami unpsiti.il examination whether 
any of the Conijnny’s servants tiaded lnigeli in cram m ueie it all 
concerned ill monopolizing piousions of any kiml at the above- pci nnl 

Pmsuaiitlo this mode the committee began with cnqiuuug what 
articles of giam and pi o vision* wcie m gcneial dealer .it Suiat than 
at Bombay and they line! that only jicc and ghi me in penci.il ilemci 
in Suiat than at Bombay, the formei about 35 to JO per cent and 
the lattci about 15 to 20 pei cent, for the following ica*on*. Yeiv 
little nee is giovvu at Suiat oi to tlic noithwaid, wlicreas at Bombay 
and the countries adjacent no olhei giain liaidly is gioivn, being 
•entucly rice countnes The giain peculiar to tins conntiy is tushcu*h 
orjidi i ou which the common people entndy subsist r I hough 100 jiei 
cent clieapei cu*hcu*his a much moie nounslung food than lice which 
chiefly accounts foi this city being so veiy populous, as \ycll a* ’foi the 
latcs of service and laboui being considerably lowci at this place than 
at Bombay. Most part of tlic rice consumed lieie is imported from 
Bombay oi thosoulliwaid at agicat expense, and, being eaten only by 
the iichei sort of people, may moie property be teimed a supeiflmty or 


1 Pub, Dep Court's Letters Yol, 10 vi 1778-1782, 32-33, 
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luxury than a necessary of life. Tlin.1 rjlii is always dealer here than 
at Bombay is principally owing to the Nabob's collecting a tax thereon 
o£ aboie one inpcc the man. The consumption of r/Iu in this town, 
one year u ith another, is about one hundred thousand mans ; consequently 
the Nabob iceeivcs annually at least one hiLh of rupees by the tax or 
imposition on this aiticlc alone. As a former committee have paiticu- 
^Jy noticed the dilleicnt duties levied by the Nabob or his oflieeis on 
f , 0 /aud provisions, it is needless to enumerate them again hoi e. And 

-figh it may be lather foieign from the pui pose of our Commission, 
yet it is too apposite not to remaik that the Nabob imposes taxes 
besides customs on cvciy species of merchandise as veil as on grain 
and piovisions. That the mauufacLuies aie thus aibitiaiily taxed m 
every shape of tlicir pi ogress checks the spiiit of industry and 
is oppressive to commcicc We hope we shall stand excused, being* 
well awaic how delicate the subject is, if actuated by our zeal for the 
honour audmtcicst of our Employeis and the prospciily of this once 
flemishing city, we fuiilicr lemailc that the Nabob is surrounded by a 
set of bad ministers who have gained the ontne ascendancy over lum and 
aie continually influencing him to oppiess the inhabitants to serve their 
oivu inieicstcd puiposcs. And as the Nabob possesses gicat power and 
authoiit5 r , 'll 10 subject must ncccssaiily feel all those evils and had 
effects consequent on. a divided government and can scaiccly find robot 
or sccuiity even in the virtues and humanity of the Honourable 
Company’s piescnt lcspcctable Chief. These matters wo are humbly 
«f opiuion justly claim the serious attention of our supouois m 
whose power aloue it is to lcmove these evils and thereby re-tore this 
city to its piistme opulence. 

'Hie committee next enquired into the real causes wliich occasioned 
the excess in the prices of grain aud pi 6 visions at Surat in the year 
177G above those of foimer ycais, aud when the advance of piicc was 
liist pciceived. They find it w f as cnliicly owing to the tionblcs all 
ovci the country in consequence of ilio Mai.Ulia war and the ficquent 
predatory incursions of the Mavatha lioisc in the environs of Siuat ; 
aud that the advance of price was first perceived m tlie beginning of 
the year 1775 when the dealers in giain raised it, notwithstanding 
there was a plentiful ciop, fiom their appicliousinns of disturbances m 
the countiv as appcaisliy the following extract fiom the Suiat Diaiy 
undei the. 17th Januaiy 1775 : ‘The military and marine paymasters 
say they cannot get any person to contract for the kluchadi foi less 
thin Its. 27^ per /</ipn</i which is dealer by Its. 2 V Ilian last season, 
and that though giain is at picsent cheaper, the dcaleis m it will not 
agicc to a lower puce, being appichcu*-ivc tlioie may Ijc troubles shoitly 
m the country/ 

Conformable to the method prescribed m the Honourable Company’s 
paragraph wo have proem ed as exact accounts as possible of the 
monthly maiket pi ices of giain and provisions for asenes of years past., 
to winch ivc have added a comparative statement of the medium puces 
at Bombay and Smat fiom the year 1773 to the year 177S, both. 
inclusive. 1 They aie given m the following statements 2 : 


M’lib Uvaiy 75 or 1779, '205- ‘JOS. 1 

s Pftb. Diuiy 73 of 1770, 203- 211, ‘ Foiccst i> Home Sciics, II 235 - 237; 
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Surat Monthly Mat let Prices, 1771 to 1778. 


note— continued. 

Rice 
common 
20 mam 

Wheat 
20 man’s 

CinOi- 
cui-h or 
Ji,in 
20 mam 

TM1 

20i„a„s. 

Gram 
20 ment 

Black 
Gram 
20 mans 

B'ijri 
20 mam 

Ghl 

10 i/icrj. 

Jinpclle 

Oil 

10 shei i 

1777. 

R9. 

<1 

Its. 

<1 

Rs 

q 

Us. 

q. 

Rs 

q 

Rs 

q 

Rb. 

q. 

Rb 

q 

Rs. 

q 

r. 

-Oimno 

32 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

17 

0 

15 

0 

3 

n 

3 

1 

0 

• ' iiarj 

12 

0 

20 

n 

in 

0 

31 

0 

21 

0 

IS 

0 

10 

0 

7 

2 

3 

1 

0 

•j# irch 

32 

0 

21 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

21 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

s 

0 

3 

0 

0 

April 

32 

0 

22 

0 

10 

0 

23 

0 

24 

0 

18 

0 

10 

0 

7 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Mae 

33 

0 

To 

0 

10 

0 

23 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

17 

0 

8 

O 

3 

1 

0 

.luin> 

32 

0 

19 

0 

10 

0 

23 

0 

OJ 

o 

17 

0 

15 

o 

9 

3 

3 

1 

0 

Jill) 

33 

0 

10 

0 

30 

0 

23 

0 

25 

0 

17 

0 

15 

o 

10 

1 

3 

1 

0 

August 

n 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

23 

0 

18 

0 

15 

o 

10 

2 

3 

1 

0 

September . . 

30 

0 

10 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

23 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

10 

n 

3 

1 

0 

Oi tober 

31 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

21 

0 

10 

Q 

17 

0 

10 

0 

A 

1 

0 

Noe ember . 

31 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 

25 

0 

24 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

10 

0 

n 

1 

0 

Dcecmbor . 

31 

0 

20 

0 

IS 

n 

23 

0 

21 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

0 

l 

3 

o 

•* 

0 

1771. 




















Jannnrj ... 

30 

0 

37 

o 

17 

0 

SO 

n 

21 

0 

12 

2 

14 

o 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

rt-bru-irj 

27 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

21 

0 

31 

0 

12 

o 

11 

0 

8 

o 

3 

0 

0 

March 

20 

0 

10 

2 

IT 

0 

20 

2 

21 

0 

12 

O 

11 

0 

7 

o 

3 

0 

n 

April . 

20 

0 

11 

2 

15 

0 

10 

0 

21 

0 

11 

0 

13 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Mn> 

27 

0 

11 


15 

0 

10 

0 

17 

0 

11 

0 

12 

0 

8 

1 

2 

3 

0 

.Tunc 

20 

0 

14 

o 

12 

0 

IS 

2 

10 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Jul\ 

23 

0 

10 

2 

12 

0 

18 

n 

in 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

4 

3 

0 

0 

August 

27 

0 

10 

n 

1-1 

0 

IB 

o 

10 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

O 

3 

0 

0 

‘■eptembur 

27 

0 

10 

2 

H 

0 

13 

0 

111 

0 

12 

o 

12 

0 

8 

O 

3 

0 

0 

October 

28 

0 

10 

0 

It 

0 

18 

o 

10 

0 

11 

0 

12 

0 

8 

1 

3 

0 

0 

November 

27 

0 

16 

0 

33 

0 

18 

*> 

1G 

0 

It 

0 

13 

1 

8 

1 

3 

1 

0 

December 

27 

0 

15 

0 

13 

0 

" 

2 

10 

0 

11 

0 

13 

1 

8 

3 

3 

1 

0 


Computable Statement of Average Piiccs at Bombay and Surat, 177S to 1778. 


Arllclos. 

1773 

1774. 

1773 

Bombay. 

Burnt 

Bombay. 

Sami. 

Bombay. 

Burit. • 

Uico 20 Rural mam .. 
Wlicnt do . 

D ll tin. 

Gram do. ... 

IlliicK Gram do 

Ii >]n do. 

(/hi 10 Surat «4« • 
Jinycll) oil do 

Kb. <]F rs 

17 0 83 
19 1 01 
2'. 1 1 
22 1 17 
17 2 83 
14 1 77 

0 2 0 

3 0 30 

Rb. qn. rs 

23 2 33 
17 3 83 
25 3 33 
21 1 50 
11 0 50 
14 0 83 

7 3 0 

3 0 10 

Rb qp. rp 

17 2 0 
25 0 0 
24 0 no 
28 2 11 
10 1 71 
15 2 22 

7 1 33 

4 0 33 

Rs qB tp 

20 1 .33 
22 1 33 
25 3 0 
20 0 00 
JJ 1 50 
20 0 33 

8 .3 83 

3 1 75 

Rb. qB.n. 

17 3 10 
21 1 Of 

25 0 81 
24 0 40 
1h 0 0 
15 2 10 
10 1 31 

4 1 11 

R*. qs rs. 

25 2 10 

22 .1 CG 

23 1 0 
23 0 33 
18 0 31 

10 0 CO 

11 0 0 

4 10 


Articles, 

1770 

1777. 

1778. 

Bombay 

Surat 

Bombay 

Surat 

Bombay 

Burnt 

Riee 20 Surat mans 
Wheat do. 

7Ji ll . do. 

Gram Co 

lllnck Grafb do 
llajrl do. 

(/In 10 Burnt then 
Jingcll) oil do 

Ur qs rs. 

18* 3 55 
21 1 83 
23 1 G 
18 0 01 
20 0 0 
14 2 88 
0 1 12 

3 3 0 

Rs qs rs* 

27 1 S3 
10 2 0 
23 3 0 
22 3 0 
18 1 00 
10 0 CO 

8 3 8 

3 2 CO 

Rs (is. rs 

18 3 55 
22 0 23 
24 0 50 
21 3 5 
10 1 71 
10 1 55 

0 1 73 

3 0 00 

Rb qs.rs 
31 3 0 
20 0 0 
27 3 33 
21 3 10 
10 2 83 
10 0 33 

0 0 50 

3 0 01 

Rs. qp rs 

17 3 10 
15 1 17 
20 1 12 
10 3 5 
15 2 85 
12 2 0 

7 3 50 

3 0 33 

Rs qs rs 

27 1 33 

ID 3 33 
10 2 37 
17 3 0 
13 1 0 
12 3 33 

8 1 50 

3 0 31 


Byothc above accounts it appeals. that the prices of giain and .pro- 
visions weic higher in 1776 and 1777 than they were upon an average 
in former years, though not so much as we might reasonably expect 
when we consider the rise was the necessary effect of the troubles iu the 
country in consequence of the Maratha civil war. , In 1778 the prices 
.reverted to their usual standard, the country being then more quiet 
and settled, and it, is further to be observed that all kinds of giain and 
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Puces, 

1773-1778 


pi ovi«ions aic considciably chcapei this present year (1779) than last 
It is also evident on inspection of tlic eompaiativc statement that ginin 
is in gcneial clicapci at Suiat than at Bombay. Still admitting' the 
position ‘ that almost evciy mticlc of giam and pioihions at Siuat 
was 50 jici cent and some aitielcs 100 pei cent aboi o the Bombay 
puces/ the conclusion natmally to be diaun is this that whatcior 
might lia\e been tho tcmpoial cause, the e licet could not have long 
existed, since by the mvauable maxims and eeitaiu means of common e, 
the puces, like water, would soon be upon a level, moie especially 'in 
the piesent case, seeing the mailcets Iicie could m a few days lu\e been 
abundantly supplied fiom Bombay. Ilaung shown- that gi.un and 
pioviuons aie m geneial cheapei m Sui.it than at Bombay, the alxno 
pontion mn-t consequently full to tbe ground and n ltb it tbc occasion ‘ 
of any fmtbei jeasonmg upon tlio subject But not doubling lli.it the 
Boaid liacl some giounds fni what they advanced m then lcttei to the 
Ilonomable Couit of tho 22nd Dcccmboi 1770, and perfectly sensible 
of the justness of the oImu ration made by the Ilonouiablc * Company 
in then lettci of the tilth Maicli 1778, ‘that so g-icat an cxcc-s in the 
juices of piovit-ions at Surat could not have been occasioned by tlio 
duties levied on ai tides specified in the lepoifc of the Chief and Council 
aud that the puces so cxoibitant could not have been of long standing/ 
the committee were natmally led to investigate the subject fuithci aud 
to tiace the leasons that induced the Boaid to make the above lcmaik. 
They find it was occasioned by a eompaiativc statement diawn out 
by the pmser maune hcie and tiausmitted to the TPicudeucy for the- 
puiposo of showing the exceeding chaigc mcmied by victualling a 
Company* s galivat at Suiat, above Ibe charge incmied by the same 
at Bombay, ninth statement on examination wo find to be maternally 
cuoneous by icason of the Bombay puces being estimated considei abl y 
lowei tlianthe maikct puces oi than puces leally stood on the Bombay 
manno hooks at that pcuod Upon onquny we find that the pmsei 
inaune was lcgulated in lus Bombay puces in the above estimate by a 
statement sent fiom the Tiesidency to which he was oidcied to ecmfoim 
in his Suiat chaiges By the Bombay estimate it appeals that the allow- 
ance of pi o visions to a Euiopean foi one month was limited to Its, 7 
-5 ips. 38 ics This though uot pai ticulauzed m said estimate being 
ncaily the same amount that is allowed to tho commandcis of the 
cuusers in then piovisiou accounts, we must suppose was/calculated 
agiceably theieto aud not accoidmg to tho puces on the ronunc books, 
whcieas tho Smut pnccs m the compaiative statement diaun out by 
tlic puiser maunc coucspond with those cliaigcd on the books of tins 
°cttlement It seems he calculated the Bombay puce -3 exactly fi oin 
those allowed to the commandcis on settling their pionsion accounts 
as lie had leason to conclude that the Bombay estimate was calculated 
fiom them , because the paiticulais added together neaily quadialcd 
with the sum prcscubed by the Boaid. This the following -eStiacls 
fully explain. . 


1776: 


Extiact fiom the Suiat Diary under the 13th of Septomhei V, 

Head a lettci fiom the puiser mau'no lepiesenlmg that it is not 
possible In bung the expemes of the voxels on tins station to the 'sum - 
hunted m the estimates fonvaidcd us by the Dicsulenl and Council 
and eucloung the paiticulai accounts pointing out uhciem the ihlfci- 
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cnee will arise. In icgaid to {ho diffcicnec in the prices of the provi- 
sions supplied to the galivats at this place and the Picsidcncy we have 
only to lemark that all grain being contracted for these contiaels aie 
entered into for one year fiom the beginning of January and that at 
the time the last were accepted the tumbles in the countiy occasioned 
an increase in the puce In order to lessen these as much as possible 
when new contiacts ai.c entered into, it is lesolved that the Secretaiy 
do affix public notifications for lcceiving scaled proposals for the giam 
and deliver them to the Boaid. 


Extract from the purser marine's letter dated 1 2th September 
1776 : Agreeable to your lccommcndation to me at' your last meeting I 
now lay befoic you a comparative account of thc’cost of provisions at 
Bombay and Suiat allowed to the diffeient stations in the Honourable 
-Company’s nun me service. The Bombay prices aie taken as I 
understand they arc established in-that department at the Presidency 
and the Surat puces from the conti act of giain with our moody, and 
the prices foi fjhi, airack, bicad, and other reticles approved for this 
piescnt year, 1776. I have subjoined an abstract intended to show the 
exact difference of expense of provisions that will bo incurred by the 
vessels on this station, between y hat the like ics&cls would cost for this 
aiticlc w hen solely fitted out fiom the Pic&idency. 1 

A compaiativc account of the co&t of provisions at Bombay and 
Surat winch is allowed to the diilcrcnt stations m the Ilououiablc 
Company’s manne service : 

Euiop<an'i Ptovmamfoi One Month, 1770. 


Trows ions. 

Tost lit 
Hominy, 

Cost lit 
burnt. 

Moio at 
burnt. 

I.C-s nt 

Suiat 



Its. 

q 

r 

Us 

11 1 

Kb 

q 

1 

Us. 

q i 

llice, 21 thn j . . 


0 

l 

81 

0 

2 80 

0 

i 

n 



Ad, ipi „ . . 


0 

i 

18 

0 

1 H 

0 

0 

20 



GJti, ‘J ,, .. 


0 

i 

71 

0 

3 0 

0 

1 

31 



Ill call, 23 pounds 


n 

l 

11 

1 

1 89 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 r.u 

-Me it, 31 pounds 

■ IB 

o 

:» 

00 

3 

1 00 

a 

1 

70 



Auncl , 1 gallon 


0 

2 

cn 

1 

3 10 

0 

:i 

00 



j.'ikIi, 1J curious 

a 

0 

o 

0 

0 

3 0 

0 

i 

0 



lire wood, luO billets 

■ ■4 

0 

0 

CO 

0 

3 SI 

0 

2 

31 


... 


Totnl 

7 

3 10 

0 

3 20 

3 

3 G2 

0 

3 C5 


Deduct 


o 3 cr> 


Diflurcnto 2 0 7 


Extract fiom the Suiat Chief and Council’s letter to the Bombay 
Boaid, dated 26tli September 1776: Having in obedience to your 
commands of the 24 tli ultimo inspecting the manne on tins establishment 
sent a copy thereof and the estimates which accompanied them to the 
pui&cr marine with directions to conform himself thereto, he addicsscd 
us a letter on the 12th instant representing that many circumstances 
would unavoidably increase the charges beyond the* sums estimated at 
Bombay. In lcgaid to the difference of the price in the provisions 
supplied to the gahvats here aud at the Presidency, wo have only to 
remark that m obedience to your ordcis all gram being contracted for 
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1 Pub. Diary 7D of 1770, 212 - 214. 
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these contincts aic cntcicd into foi one year fLom the beginning- of 
Januaiy, anil thcie being tioublcs m the eounliy at thtftimc tfie last 
veie accepted, occasioned an mcicasc of the puces of them, l>ut no shall 
take e\ciy mcasuic m oui power when ficth contincts aic made to 
lcducc this expense Wc find that on leceipt of theaboic statement at 
Bombay the Boaul, suipii'ed at the apparent diiTeieneo m the piicc*, 
wiotc to the Chief and Council under the 10th October 1776 as 
follows: We veto shuck with the, 'utmost empire upon inspection 
of j-ouj statement of the diffci cnee m tlie cost of prou^-ions at Bombay 
and Suiat. We should naturally liave expected the difference would 
have been considerably in favour of Surat, w hours in some ai tides 
youi piices exceed tlie Bombay ones upwauls of luO pci cent. Tins 
is i ciy unaccountable to us. But as wc aic inclined to impute llto 
sonic impiopci impositions levied by the Nabob, we duect that jnu 
tionsmit us a paihculav list of cvciy duly collected by him or Ins 
ofliccis on giam and all oilier kinds of piovisions, accom]).iuicd with 
a pnee cuucnt of ciciy species tlioieof in youi In/ai. And to piovc 
that the comparative statement drawn out by the pm-ci maunc was 
cuoncous, and that the leal difference between the Bombay and Suiat 
puces was not so gieat as ilie Eoaid upon inspection thcieof wcie 
naturally led to lcmaik, we do hero annex a rectified statement calcu- 
lated accoi ding to the puces cliaigcd on the Bombay and Surat books 
respectively 1 : 


Eutopcnn’s Proimonifor One Month, 177G (Amt mini) 


Prm istona 

. 

Bombay 

BooVb 

^nrnl 

BooUf 

More 

Burnt 

U« 

Sunt. 


Rb q. r 

R" q P. 

R-. q. r 

II". q T 

Kicp, 21 Saint i m nt lie 1 the Saint non 

0 3 10 

0 !W 

0 0 70 


Dril, 10k Burnt icr* nt II* 1-2-41 tbo Sant 
mn 

0 1 C3 

0 1 41 


0 0 21 

(?A«, 3 Bomba* ttrt nt Its. M 59 the Born- 
bay man • 

Bread, 2J pounds at Fb 3 tbo Bombay nan 

0 241 

2 1 43 

0 3 0 

1 1 

.0 0 03 

0 3 55 

licit, 31 pound* at 35 res tbo pound 
nntai in arrack, 1 gallon. „ 

Fuh.U cur\tn*nt He 0 1 20 tbo cun on 
Firewood, 150 nt IU 1-140 tbc miHo 

2 3 00 
13 0 

0 1EO 

0 0 81 

S 1 r,'i 

1 2 4G 

0 3 0 

0 2B1 

0 1 79 

0 1 20 

0 2 0 

0 0 51 

TotuI 

0 1 10 

0 3 26 

i -• « 

1 OdS 

reluct 

Difference 

0 1 1C 

0 S 10 

•1 0 33 

0 2 10 



After what is premised theie is little reason to suppose that any of 
the Company’s Eeivants have monopolized giam oi piousious Yet m 
obedience to tbc positive oidcrs of our supenois we have made a -stiict 
and impartial enquiiy and Laving called upon all such poisons who wc 
had reason to think could give us any information on the subject it 
does not appear that any tiaded laigely in giam oi wcie at all con- 
cerned in monopolizing piovisions of any kind. We aic happy in 
this public opportunity of doing justice to oui fellow-servants by ‘thus 
placing them beyond even the suspicion of being m any wise concerned 


1 Pnli. Pirny "r> of 1771, 215 . 21<J. 
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in tiiieh odious and ' pernicious practices. (Sd.) George Green (Sd.) 
Richard Piiee and (Sd.) John Griffith. 1 

On the lctum of tlio committee from Suiat to Bombaj** the Bombay 
Government approved of their proceedings and ordeicd a copy of the 
leport to be sunt to the Couit of Directors. 2 

Puce Gun, nl of the Moody's Store* ft om Januunj 2770 to December 1710? 


AiLirlc; 

1 Fine nee ... 

• • • 

a a a 

Ils. qr«. res 

.3 2 0 

the Suiat nirtu, 

2 Coai ^e i ice . 

• at 

a a a 

1 

2 0 

do 

3 Tur cldl 

t # 

a •• 

30 

0 0 

llio lhandh 

4 Hod gi.mi . . 

aka 

a. 

18 

2 0 

do. 

0 Win at 

a** 

, , 

24 

0 0 

do 

6 Jagn, Gut or Raw Sugar... 

3 

1 0 

the man. 

7 Gum 

• •a 

• aa 

2 

2 -0 

■ do 

8 Gki . 



7 

1 P 

do. 

9 .Tingelly oil 


• •• 

3 

2 0 

do. 

10 Cocoanut oil 



7 

0 0 

do. 

11 Bees- wav ... 


• •• 

0 

2 50 

the pound 

12 Mansihi dhoti 

• •a 

• a 

o 

0 0 

the piece. 

1.3 Soap 

• •a 

• a ■ 

1. 

2 0 

for 12 cakes. 

14 Rcdoaitli .. 

■ • a 

, , 

1 

0 0 

the man. 

15 White wax-cloth 

«!• 

• aa 

0 

2 50 

the gaz. 

1G Red wax-cloth 


a i a 

0 

3 0 

do. 

17 Gicen w.ix-clotli 

..a 

• aa 

1 

1 0 

do 

18 Glue 

• a* 

• a a 

0 

2 50 

do 

19 Cand wood 

• ■ • 

• •• 

3 

2 0 

the mille. 

20 Billet wood 

• ll 


1 

2 0 

do 

21 Fine Unchndi 

• ■1 

Ml 

.3 

2 0 

the Surat limit 

22 Coarse 1‘hiehadi 

• ■ • 

• • 

1 

3 0 

do 

23 Hemp 

2t Kiit Ten a Japon 

• M 

« • a 

3 

1 0 

do. 

ica 

• •• 

5 

2 0 

do 

25 Gugul Balsam 

a a 

• a a 

1 

1 0 

do 

26 Chalk 

a ■ • 

• aa 

1 

1 0 

do. 

27 Earthen pots 

a aa 

a at 

0 

0 30 

each. 

28 Cotton yam 

• •• 

• II 

8 

3 0 

the man . 

29 Cotton yam 

■ aa 

aaa 

5 

0 0 

do. 


Pi ice Cm lent for the Moody' * Storm for the year 17S0? 


Article 1 !. 

1 Fine ucu 

2 Coarse rice 

3 Jdgri, Qvf or Raw Sugar 

1 6mm 

5 Gin 

C •Tingelly oil 

7 Cocoanut oil 

8 Bccs-wax ... 

9 Nautili dhoti 
N 10 Red earth ... 

H Gicen u ax-cloth ... 

12 Red wax-cloth 
« 13 "White wax-clotli ... 

14 Glue 

15 Wmdawood 

16 Cand wood* 


ns. 

qrs 

1C-. 


3 

3 

0 

the Sural man 

1 

o 

*4 

75 

do. 

3 

1 

0 

the Bombay man 

2 

2 

0 

da 

8 

1 

0 

do. 

5 

2 

0 

do. 

G 

2 

0 

do 

0 

o 

U 

00 

the pound 

5 

0 

0 

the piece. 

0 

.3 50 

the Bombay man. 

1 

1 

0 

the gaz. 

0 

3 

0 

do. 

0 

2 

00 

do. 

0 

a 

50 

the pound. 

8 

0 

0 

the mille. 

3 

2 

0 

do. 
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\rticlcs. K«. ijr: re . 

17 Billet wood 1 - _0 

18 Fine / An haih — — 3 S 75 

. J" Coarse do . . 1 3 25 

20 Hemp ... . ..310 

£1 Gvgul Balsam 110 

22 Hut Terra Japomca .420 

£3 Chalk ... . .. 1 1 0 

24 Jkn then pots .. ••• 0 0 35 

£5 Cotton jam 7 0 0 

20 Cuuntiy twine 5 0 0 

27 S-ilt 0 0 40 

23 Sups IVinnowcis 0 0 40 

39 Ladles 0 0 15 

30 Spoons ... ••• 0 0 7 


the mille 

the Smat wmi. 
do 

the Bombay maw 
do 
<lo 
do 

each 

the Bombay man. 
do. 
do. 

each. 

do. 

do 


Purhiguec 

I’nprr, 

1750. 


Bombay Goiemment Dimy, lGtli ITcbruaiy 1 780 • A quantity of 
roitugne\e papei having boon 21 m chafed by the Tiepident foi the 
Honoinable Company's use at Its. 2 the icam, the nuf -office? and 
subouliuates must indent for what they want nhich anil he issued fioni 
the nulitaiy storekeeper's office uheic it is now lodged 1 
Pure Gun ml of l \loorlg\ Slo.C'.foi 17S1 - 
AH’clcs lt= Ot” rt- 

1 Fine nee 3 3 0 the Smut man. 

2 Cnarvince . .. . . 1 2 75 do 

.j .liigrt, Gi’l or Haw Sngai. . 3 10 the Bombay wan 

t Bums . 2 2 0 do. 

t> Glti «, .. ... ... 8 3 0 do * 

(i Jingdly oil 5 0 0 do. 

7 Cocnamit oil 5 2 0 do 

8 Bees-wax .. 0 2 50 the pound 

‘) Bed c.u th . • ••• 10 0 the Bombay vwn. 

10 Gircii wa\-cloth 110 the gar 

11 .Red wax-cloth . ... 0 3 0 do. 

12 White unx-cloth . ... 0 2 50 do 

13 Clue .. . ... 0 2 50 the pound. 

11 Wind.iuood ... ... 10 0 0 tlicnullc 

15 Candwood , . d 0 0 do. 

16 Billot wood . 12 0 do 

17 Fine 1 liicliadi ... , 4 2 0 the Surat man 

18 Coaisc do 2 0 50 do 

19 Mug dal Ful-c . . 1 2 50 do. 

20 Hemp 3 10 tlio Bombay titan 

21 Gugiil Balaam 110 do. 

22 Hat Telia Japoinca ... 4 0 0 do 

23 Chalk 110 do. 

21 Biooms 0 0 5 each. 

25 Eaithonpots ... . 0 0 30 do. 

2b Cotton jam 7 0 0 the Bombay maw 

27 Count ry twmo ... '■... 5 0 0 do 

2S Salt... ... ... ... 0 0 40 do. 

2o Svj>i Winnowers . . . . 0 0 40 each. 

30 Ladles 0 0 15 do. . - - 

31 Spoons 0 0 7 do. 

32 Iiugc baskets _. ... 0 0 40 do. - ' 

33 Middle b iskcts * 0 0 20 do. 

31 Small baskets 0 0 15 do *' 

35 Coir ... ... • ... 3 10 the Bombaj’ maw 

to 

1 Pn1> Dnrj 77 ot 17S0, 41 -42. 

MV-i.* fi». n.-n 7lhl\v. 1781, Tub Dun 78 o[ 17SJ, 11- Jfl. Pm icsl’h I feme 
Sene'*! IT. 201. 2C5, 
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Section IV.— -Trade. 

The following extracts relate to the measures taken to secure the 
success of the Export Trade generally: Letter fiom the Coiut of 
Directors to Lieutenaut General President and Council of Surat, 5th 
Februaiy 1691. The goods that Aga Piru and lus countrymen shall 
proride "for you, we doubt not but will pinvc much better for their kind 
and piice than any you shall have or buy of the Parakhs, and his father 
hcic hath assured us he shall provide whatever you older him in pail 
of the contract as well and as cheap as if you gave him ready money 
to do it. However, and to make the issue of this matter clear beyond 
all ambiguity, we enjoin that the goods bespoke of Aga Pirn be 
marked embailed and invoiced by themselves, by which kind of emula- 
tion wc shall hope to have our goods the better from each paily. If 
we did not know ourselves, our candle hcic will ccrlaiuly discover 
which of the parties have served us with the most fidelity. 1 

Bombay letter from Sir J. Gayer General and Council to Right Wor- 
shipful Samuel Anneslcy Picsidcntand Council at Snvat, dated Bombay 
Castle 9th April 1696 : Should it so fall out that you can got no goods 
from Surat yet we shall be able to do pretty well with what the General 
liatli provided, if you can but speedily continue to send us gunnies and 
lopes and other packing to pack 100 Ichanclis cotton. The General has 
already besides cotton, 100 Surat mans of putchock (iwensc for China) 
and is in daily expectation of olibanum and ‘mynli from Shaer-Duffar 
(Sliahar and Dofsu ports on the soutli-east coast of Arabia). If it can 
be done, wc would not have you fail to send us the coffee garbled or 
ungarbled before the rains and what other goods you can that wc may 
bo able to lade the Tonqurrn when she arrives for England. Wc 
design, if possible wc can get the America (who is on shore to repair 
her rudder) ready time enough to scud her away Math what wc can 
put on boaid her liei e, to till up with popper at Telhohcriy to be 
despatched from thence to England. 2 

The following show what exports were piohibitcdto private traders : 
Surat letter fiom Messrs M. Gray and C James to Mr. A. Grigbic at 
S wally, 7th December 1672. The enclosed fiom Bombay we received 
the last night "We do desire you to send for all the Bazdr Banians and 
give them m charge that they buy no mdigo of any sort or lac of any 
sort, aloes soccalnna, myrrh, China loots, eamplioi, tiukal (or crude 
borax), coho, cowries, red caith, being commodities piolnbitod by the 
Company to be carried homo by any ships but for their own account. 
Let them know that if we find any of them offend therein wc shall 
seize their goods for the Honourable Company. 3 

- The following extracts relate to the various classes of exports under the 
alphabetical headings Calico, Chintz, and Cloth : Court of Duccloi's’ 
letter 17th April 1711 paragraph 51. If possible to be picvented, send 
no^ calicoes under toy yards long, but as much longer as you shall lliink 
fit Or has been customarily used. The reason is ten yards of calicoes is a 


< 

See. Out. L. 11. G ot 1001 - 1090, 3. Candle menus sale by candle Hint is an auction 
in wlucli persons aic allowed to bid only till a.wnall piece of candle burns out 
= Set. Out L 11. 5 of 1091-1G9G, GJ » Surat Fact. Out. L B. I of 1G30-1G73, 33 KG. 
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piece and of late we have bad a dispute with the officers of the cuslorii.b 
who would malic us pay for pieces of half that length 01 nndev as 
they were ten yaids. They will make us pay foi the &uiplii*, as if a piece 
be lift ecu yaids long, it shall he accounted a piece and half, and so of 
all other lengths m pi opoi turn. Though this dispute is pi city well ovci , 
yet it may ho revived, aud we would not willingly give them a handle 
heicoftm. 1 

Coiut of Ducctois 5 letter, 17tli April 1711, paiagraph 50: We 
would have all the Anjengo cloth oi as much as jou can get done 
in time white. If possible goL the wcaveis to make it oi eighteen 
yards long and a yaid to a jaid and tlucc nails wide, and of no other 
lengths oi bieadtlis. You may buy it of diffeicnl fineness aud goodness 
so as it be well made of the sort " 

Couit of Duectovs’ letter, 27tliMaicli 1713, paiagraph 72 : Objec- 
tions against Anjengo cloth by the Wentworth The cloth oi ten and 
eleven nails wide did not yield punic cost fi eight and customs by t\\ onty 
to foity per cent, that of fourteen nails wide yielded tin ee per cent loss, 
that of a yaid and seventeen nails and nineteen nails wide, jielded from 
tvveuty-five to tliutj -eight per cent piofit, not lcekonmg nilei cd and 
insmanee These goods aie pioltj- much of the natme of our coast long 
doth Salampoies as to the makes, but am some of seventeen and othcis 
of tiventy-four voids long AYhoicas our long doth is generally 11m ty-sn 
yaids long and eighteen nails wide, and invoiced to us the oi dinarv anil 
middling from twelve shilling* and six pence to about sixteen and six 
pence a piece and yield* hcie i'lom seventy to a bundled pei cent piofit 
The Salampoics aie of seventeen yaids or better, aud fiom sixteen aud 
a half to eighteen nails bioad, and invoiced llic oulmaiy and middling 
from six shillings to seven aud nine pence tlic piece, and yield pietl} 
near the same piofit But the coast goodh aie generally well whitened, 
if blown they turn to no account, ll the Anjengo hioadcloth could he 
bought cheap and well whitened, we should be ulail to have some to 
encouiago that settlement, hut we will have none of the nauow oil any 
lei m* " 

Couit of Dncetois’ lcltci, 12tli Match 1730, paiagiapli 39 • Chintz 
pontile jaji (! ; J <jnc hioad) at Rs 110 thegoigc (oi coigo that i* a seme) 
is moie tlian w e can affoid to give and much dealer than the Tatiia elunlz 
stands us m, that aie m grcatci esteem and sell much, beitei. We theic- 
foie foibid pmehasmg any at that extiavagant pneo 1 

Comtof Directors’ letter, 30th Match 1731, paiagiaph 50: As to 
the goods m general now onleicd, we chiefly refei to Nvliat we say in 
the list of investments. Y c shall only add the chintz pminbegfiji is so 
matci lal an ai tide that we send you some patterns which may govci n 
you so far as to see theichy We want some new wanks, aud tliciofoio 
vie recommend to you once foi all, as the cloth of the last sent vva* good, 
to keep up the same goodness, and that jou cndeavoiu cveiy ycai to 
send us new patterns, as well of the floweis as stupe*, at least* live oi 


1 Comp of St lulling Onl Vol 1 of lTlo-l'T] jy 

* Comp of Standing Oul Vol 1 ol 1715-17JI’ gy’ 

3 Comp of blinding Old Vol 1 of I7I~>- ITJl’ 1,7 S* 

Comp of Standing Old Vol 1 ol ] 7 1 j— »j” ,,-j 
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whorls in a hale. Anil let the Indians work their own fancies which 
aie always picfcrahlc to any patterns we can send yon fiom Europe ; 
.md i£ tins be observed, we need nevci to say any thing moic upon 
this head. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th January 17-18 : Diiceted 
tliat Messis. William Hornby and llobert Evcemoult proceed to the 
assistance of Anjcngo factory and take passage on the Restoration g\a\i 
as far as Tclhchciry where the Chief and factois will funiish them with 
a piopcr conveyance to cany them to Anjcngo. Considering the circum- 
stances of the Honourable Company’s affairs on the Coiomandcl coast it 
is resolved that the Chief and factors beparliculaily oidcred to be careful 
in well completing tlieir cloth investment alieady contracted for j also 
to piovide on the best terms they can as much more as may bo procur- 
able which we aie well assured will be an acceptable piece of service 
although from the 11011 -arrival of our Eiuopc ships we have no list to 
send them for their guidance. 2 

Court of Diieclors’ letter, 7th Match 1719, paragraph 42 -. As 
calicoes arc at picsent in great demand, you must acquaint the Chief 
and Council at Anjcngo that wo expect they will exert themselves in 
that part of the investment by encouraging the mcichants to incicate 
the manufacture as much as possible, at the same time having a 
due regard to keep them up to the quality of those iceoivcd last 
year. 3 

CouiL of Diieclois’ letter, 5 111 April 1751, paragraph 72 : Although 
we observe but little cloth is vended at Anjcngo, and w hat is scut thither 
is chiefly sold to the lung of Travancor for the clothing of his soldiers, 
yet jou must direct our servants tlicic to be very attentive and lose no 
opportunity for opening a trade m that and the neighbouring conntiies 
if ever they find it practicable. 1 

Court’s letter to the Surat President and Council, 22nd April 1682 • 
Tlicic is another matter of national concernment as well as relating to our 
own mtcicst uhicli avc must in most special manner locommcnd to your 
assiduous care industry and invention, namely the procuimg for us 
by all possible contrivance very great quantities of cassia lignum, 
cinnamon, tiamboon, and cinnamon do matt, which is the best expedient 
we can think of to keep down the exorbitant price the Dutch force 
England and all oilier nations to pay foi cinnamon, since they were 
masters of the sole tiade of Zeilouo (Ceylon), wherefore to compass 
all that is possible of those bastard kinds of cinnamon, if our stock should 
hill slant, you may take up money and for juice avc shall not limit you, 
knoAviug you will use this liberty AA’itli justice and disciclion. 5 

Court’s letter to Suiat, 22nd Apiil 1GS2 : Coffee, shellac, cotton 
yam, and tiumciiC aic bulky commodities and come to little money. 
You maj do avcII to he always stoied Avith a good quantity of them 
beforehand to ascertain the full loading of our ships at all times, and 
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1 Comp, of Standing Out Vol 1 of 1715-1721, 9(5. 

5 Piih D 1.11 y 21 oL 1718, 10-20 •» Puh Dtp. C'omfc’i L Vol. 3 of 1712- 1751, 100. 

'I’oinp. of Standing Old. Vol. 1 nll715- 1721, 7‘>. l’uh Pup Cmnt’hL Vol d of 1752 - 
J lot. ■ 3 l’ul). Pep. Couit’s L Vol 1 of lOSl-KiSd, 10. 
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to despatch on a sudden any small ship for Euiopc tliat may at rite with 
you fiom Bantam ot the South Seal. 1 . " 

Bombay Government Conciliation, SlslFebruaiy 1 7 "a: ’nit' H-n^on 
glowing late and none of our galleys appearing, it i* agreed to dc'-palih 
the Victotin grab now m the toad immediately to Moklia with Messrs. 
Diapoi and Goodwin m oidei to ptnchn c e a loading of eoftce fm the 
Kvif} Wtllinm. Revadas Amlmdits offeiing to give bills pa j able at 
Mohlia foi 10,000 Sp. dollars at the rate of It*- 210 pei 100, in pait 
pajment of his debt to the Company, and as the gentlemen mil lie in 
■want of money to carry on the imestment or coffee, it is agreed to 
accept theicof. 2 

Court’s letter to Surat, 7 th Apiil 1031 : Take fit seasons for the 
buying of out cotton at Bioacli when it is cheapest, and keep nun 
constantly packing and piossing it liaid with our smews at Snail} or 
Surat that you may have quantities theicof nlv.ajs lying by ready to 
ship upon any cmci'gcncy. 3 

Court of Directors’ letter, 20 th Apiil 170S, paragraph S3. A c fur 
cotton wool oui own plantations pi oduce sucli \ art quantities Ijc- ides 
what comes fiom Tui key tliat we lore moic than the capital theieby. 
We thmcfoic absolutely foibid joui sending am till fmtlici oidei*-. 4 

Court of Directors’ lettet, 7th October 1737, pamgiapli 27: Wo 
diiccl that you annually pui chase a thousand Ui fin fin of the Ixist 
Bioacli cotton upon our account at Surat to Iw dispo-cd of aceoiding to 
the dncctions we shall think fit to gne from time* to tunc It must 
be j oui care to piocuic it in tlienio=t pioper season upon the most lcnson- 
ablc tcims c 

Court of Directors’ lettci, 13th Match 17 73, paragraph 31 : A stock 
of 1000 bales of cotton must always be on hand. We expect that pui- 
suant to our dncctions some ycais ago, care has licen taken to lia\e such 
a quantity by jou, as that article was in gicat demand in Bengal last 
jcai We direct m case you should Ixj doubtful wbctbei von Mull be able 
to load home all the tonuage conngned to you, that the first of llic'c 
ships that aim os at Bomba} be loaded with cotton, and that you put 
on boaid what suiplus ii ensure can lx? spared, despatching hci away 
with all expedition to Bengal. We shall gi\ o dncctions to oui President 
and Council in Bengal to load on hei such a number of bales piujici for 
the IiiUiopc mailed, and w lmt saltpctio can comcriicntly bo s*paicd, 
w ith her dunmdgo m lodwood, and to gne the Connnandei oidcis to 
proceed therewith to Tclhcheny. wheie oil the sliip’s armal. tlic Chief 
and Council must fill hoi up with popper, and despatch her to us 
without loss of time You must give the Chief needful directions, 
adding withal that only such part of the saltpetic must lemain on 
Iwaid as they aic obliged to continue m the ship foi {lie filling up her 
tonnage or what the Captain shall rcqunc at (ho low freight, lcseivm" 
the lest foi Eomo of oui other ships, 0 a • “ 


1 rub Bop Court's L. Vol 1 of 1CS1 - J0S.1, 10 s 
3 rub Bep Court’s L. "Vol 1 of 1081 . 1C8'», 81. 

« Comp of Handing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1713- 1721, 8G 
5 Comp of Standing Ord. Vol 1 ofl713- 1721, 100 
b l’ul. Hep. Courts L, V 0 1 3 of 1742-1731, 33-30 
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-Court of Directors’ letter, Stli .Tune 17-13, paragraphs 5 .and 0 : W(J 
liave lesolved thnj. the Uurduich shall pioceed from your side of India 
to Canton m China, and Messrs. Lascoe Hide, Henry Hadley, and 
Richard Pinnell supercargoes take passage on her to tiansact our affair? 
there. Therefoic yoii must put on boaid a quantity of cotton at your 
ov Swwd, tendu ^\i<2> ywx yedga em he. syw:Q,&. In. case, 

no sliip is sent to China on your own account, you must fill the 
Ilarcliviclc with sandalwood, putehoek, olihanum, and other articles propel* 
for the Canton market, making up in silver per invoice to amount 
in the whole to Rs. 2,4-0,000 or more. If the supercargoes desire 
it consign the same to Messrs. Hide Hadley and Pinnell, who must 
be pie'-ent at the packing of each aiticle to see that every thing is in 
good order, and you must give the commander sailing orders to proceed 
tr t lie port of Canton, and to obey the orders of the said Messrs. Hide 
Hadley and Pinnell. 1 

Court of Dii colors* letter, 20th March 1744, paragraph 28 : This 
paragraph directs that a large stock of cotton should be puichascd at 
the cheapest tune of the year to answer the demand of the China and 
Bengal markets. 2 * 

Bombay Government Diary, 15th December 1779 : Account sale of 
3212 bales of the Honourable Company’s cotton at public outcry at 
Bombay, at two months’ credit and to be paid foi when taken away'* : 

Bombay Colton, 1770. 


1 Biles. 

Tcir 

nunces 
flic KhanJi, 

IJilcj. 1 

Ycir. I 

Rlljircs 
llic Khandi 

200 ... 

1778 

91 

200 . 

1770 

93 

200 ... 


90 

200 ... 

II 

103 

200 


91 

200 ... 

If 

102 

19G .. 


Dl - 

200 ... 

»! 

101 

200 ... 


93 

200 ... 


99 

200 


9G 

17G 


97 

200 . 


92 

200 . 


0G 

200 . 

II 

93 

210 

IV 

99 


Bombay Government Diary, 2Gtli May 1780 : Estimate (25th May 
1780) of the expense of bowing and packing one lcliandi of Broach 
cotton in which operation two days are required 4 : 


Bowing ... ••• 

Loss m denning 30 nc i* at Its 00 per lthandi 
Gunnies, 12 pieces, at Rs. 5 per co. (cOvit) . 
Butties, 19 yards, at G1 ips pci jaul 
Fine Rajitpnr lirnip lopes, two at Ec. 1 each 

Twine, one , pound ••• Ml 

Sowing wrappers {•' ... ••• 

Tooting two bales ... . _ 


Rs. 

20 

3 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 


r. 

0 

8G 

0 

59 

0 

GS 

0 

0 


'Xtfia’i ... Vi 1 S 


1 Puli. Dcp. Comt’s Jjdtcis Voi. 3 of 1712-17G1, 47 - 48. ’ 

5 Coinp. of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 78. Tul>. Dop. Comt’s L. Vol. 3 

1 742 1751, 04 - G5. J Tub. Diai.v 70 of 1779, G09-C70. * Tub. Diary 77 of 1780, 2J 
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Cffitl <<l T’ner'oi * It t’i*r, Jlh 171'*, j m gr*j h t!: 

(Aiwiiei (1'ii‘fi') :»»i* :i i»mni<xlii\ if .duo r, .nd h.i.;ht <1 • li 11 , 

tllll UCUiMlid TlflCI Ih 1 Wlth-Olt, iJl-V king !’><• lit ''■) t!i fJl.'M' ■ 
1 1 i«b* J'onv' w o tl«i :•* 1 1 m»* ge; fp>>n Heng.il white th i 1 tM i *w 
M inding niiliT^ l*> ii*. .i <pi i*\« it % it u I v. \Yi ,in i th-* n i t’i y r i 
Send ii' all up null* f.»i, if gu *d and loVr-lj'i' iln- i> . . nT • *..ir 
orders i<> Calicut and An]. ng.i llnl th'*\ |>r“- ■ ill.' ,di linn i in w il'i ll > 
gioite-t indm-tiy nndnppV ltion IIxp! nit {■> u* wlut an* il-e i .ni. ,i, - 
m wc’ght of the umd L it: i hi them n-ed in 11**' 1' 1 Aliy ng>* liit>r f 

(\>nrl <‘if Ilno*'l‘*r'* letter, 12th M'inh 17.50, j> i-tgraph tl 
Cowrie* if at tlorti-lue to forii *-liil!in»r' p*r ron*., ill * ••null / . *1.* 

l-« t : 

Cam! <>I DiiL'ctm-’ letter, 25th Jun<‘ 1717, ; irr; ,*!» 2 i . AW 
would lu\e ken glvl to hue to id th'-ieui jou hue priwMni n 
qumlity of Inovl tip-eil', nii‘o-itru’--, CSuinei- tuff- .uni lit *•.,! , :>'*'i . .f 
jNeganep.\ut=. You will on {tenuing our li-t- id nit- tie. nt i.rd f.»r 
Ftu'Ril } l » r- pa-l we alw.n* wioti* Tor tlie-e wh<’n ve f.i’lndo n*,li,>, 
Foils of white and coloured g*>d' The tvi-on i thee an n* ■•’--.’tv 
fin the (luine.i trade ,md niU'tk It’d, or el-e got fp>m llolhnd m'm 1\. 
r riiey j 1 iv little ot no duties king prohibit* d tol.-wm.iiii 17iiLrl.mil 
Wenro'om jmi true us tlii- ou won f«*i ei.njdmit lie x*’ie provide 
of the-e suit' .lceoi-ding to the qmntiUe- we ouler, nr if 1* f.ue >>ur 
ships .mue, then ac-mdmg to the h-ts of the pr.T >din<; veu , till we 
forhul them or any of them * 

Cuuil of Diroi ton?' letter, 27th Fclmnry 171?, lungr.ijh o? . 
Indigo u nlw.ii*. a icvli monei lommodity, and i the- up a greu il—il 
of time to jiuidnse n ijnintity Therefore fir~t get iu fJume.i g,v, f l 
and ennne*, then indigo if not alnvc Its fill the .-vui, or other piece- 
goods mentioned in the lnie-lineni * 

Com t of Directors* letter, 1th Xmemki 171!», jnrogmph 12 Hut 
you must aluait. icinemliei to send us the -ei era! *p.vu*' of CinimM 
goods wc wntc for, because wo have none or lmt ven few from t lo- 
ot hei coast to answer the some pnipon*-, and they ate *if*-ohiiolv n-w- 
cm y foi exportation. 1 

Comt’s Icttci to Surat, 22nd April 10^2 • AAV de'ire \ou to juovide 
GOOD oz m tliereal iouts- of good lie-li Agra mush in grain pruiideil 
ion can ha\e it fiom 12' to 1-K the oz , taking gnat txivr it k 
fresh, well eoloiued, and well grained and put up m leaden pots if to 
Ik: lied, foi we find that the toothanaipio (tuteiiague) pots do drv it im 
much. AA’e would Iiaie am pots undei 200 or pickeil \cn hard anil 
closed with skins ovoi the jibts; and prov pul no paper withm tiie p .ts 
for that dues the musk, 1ml instead thereof a put r,f lead to hJeii it 
close, and let special care 1-c taken in the goodncS' G 1 


1 Comp, of Mwulmg Ord. V..I 1 of 171‘i-lT' 1 ] no 
* Comp of P Until up On) Vnl. 1 t f I7i;,. j ; 7 j V,- 
5 Cumit. of On! Vnl I i.f 
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Surat letter to Bombay, 7th March 1676 : We desire you by the 
fust conveyance to send us up 2000 paving stones of the same dimen- 
sions as was formerly sent : 4- inches thick. If the whole quantity is 
not at pic t cnt proem able, we desno you to send so many as you can 
and the lest when you can procure them. 1 * 

Suiat letter to Bombay, 27th August 1734 : We requested to have 
the paring stones we indented for last year as the new warehouse we 
have built is quite useless till it is paved. 3 4 

Court’s letter to the President and Council at Surat, 22nd April 
(1681 or 82) : We must enjoin you particularly that you do endeavour 
to secure 600 or 800 tons of pepper bcfoicliand to be m readiness at 
the lespcctive places on the coast of India or at Surat that ) r ou shall 
judge most certain and expedient to answer our end. For the puce 
whereof we do not limit you, because we find it indispensably neces- 
sary to our affairs to have about that quantity and we depend upon 
your luiegiity to get it as cheap as you can 3 

Court’s letter to Suiat, 7tli April 1684 : To proem o gi eat quantity 
of pepper you may (if ) r ou think tit) settle a cheap factory at Billiajia- 
tam and malic a tirm and lasting agreement- with the Queen of Alcheen 
near Pmcat who made us a fair offer formerly.* 

Court’s letter to Surat, 2nd July 16S4 : We would have you by all 
means to procure some of the pepper plants fiom Mangalor, and not 
only to Fend them to St. Helena as we formerly oideied, but likewise 
to malic a small plantation of them in some proper place upon Bombay 
whcic it cannot he otherwise, hut you may now have labour very cheap, 
so many poor families having been foiccd to retire tlnther by the wars 
between Sambhaji and the Portuguese. But wc had much lather j r ou 
should let out some of the Company’s land at halves or in such pro- 
portion as you can that way, to he employed in planting of pepper, than 
attempt to do it by days-mcn, wluch at hue will never work for the 
Company so well as they will for themselves. The unlct land we have 
fit for any such purpose w t c suppose, must lie either part of our drowned 
lands or of that wood-land upon Malabar point — both of which wc 
would have you to consider well and how to impiove it to our most 
advantage. Tins time of 6uch numerous lesort of poor siiangcrs to our 
protection and island is most likely and cheapest to make a piogrcss iu 
the afoiesaid improvement. 5 * * 

Court of Ducctois’ letter, paragraph 4'1, 20lh April 1708 • Kunvar 
pepper is the host sort and thcrcfoic wc would not desort that place, 
because wo aic as^uicd it is capable of sujiplymg 1000 to 2000 
. Ihnndi i yearly, if supplied with slock j Anjongo Las cost a great deal 
l of money in buildings, and we will not williugly lose all by deserting 
Sit ; but then you must take care it prove worth the keeping, by making 
pioper investments there. 0 


1 Suiat Fact. Out LB 2 of 1G75-7G, 88. 

s Surat Fact. Diary G17 of 1734-35, 17. 

5 Fnb Dcp. Cotut’s Letters Vol 1 of 1G81- 1685, 10 

4 Tub. Dop. Court’s Lcttcis Vol, 1 of 1681- 1G83, 80. 

. 8 Pub. Dep. Coiut’s Lotion, Vol. 1 of 1G81-1G85, 93. 

0 Comp, of fctanihug Orel Vol. 1 o£ 1715 - 1721, 87. - 
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Corn l o£ Dii odors’ loiter, pat agrapli 43 , 21 el Belli nary 1717 : We 
told jou by the last real's Flapping, our object 1011s to the buying 
pcppci at Suiat 01 Bombay at the woist hand, when wo might lmc it 
so much cheaper at 0111 own battlements down the coast I11 the 
afoi c=nul Biaiy, notice is taken that we might hate laigc quantities 
moic than the tonnage we tend would take in, i£ they weic constantly 
and fully supplied, and chcapci if they had the supplies eaily j that the 
Anjungo pepper is to bo had cheapest, and Calicut next 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, lGtli October 1724 : The Sunda 
Raja has piolnbilcd the selling of pcppci to the people of the fuelm y 
at KiUw.ii because of the cul insinuations of Ycnkiji Sway " lm is 
too much cicdited by the Chief, winch may ocr ..1 .1. dhpute** and a 
bicacli of ancient friendship between tlio Company and the Itnja to the 
gieat dctiiment of Ilia comniaica. And the K»ja has 01 dated that the 
price ‘■hall be settled at Bombay and the pcppei deluerod at K.u w.ii 
to such as youi Honour (Bombay Goiemoi) shall ajipomt to leccise it 8 

Hominy Goienuucnt Consultation, 17 tli May 172 S: In the Ieltei 
to the Chief and faclois at Smut, we nUo added a pamgiaph to lemiiid 
them ofoni foimei ouleia £01 collecting a duty of lh. 3 per khamh on 
all pcppci belonging to the English landed tlieic fiom the toast, that 
cannot pioducc a ceililicatc of its ha\mg LlToid paid it at the cxjiort 
from the pcppci settlements ' 

Bombay Government. Consultation, C "id August 1731 : We appiovo 
of the contracts the Chief and factoi- at Tcllitheirv have made lbi the 
quantity of the pcppci ilnccled, namely 1000 Utaniiis .at Rs. ()5 
winch they say was alieadv in warehouse and S 00 Uiamhs nmie at 
Bs. Git and to be ready m Octobei.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 17 tli September 1731 : The 
Chief and factois at Telhelicuy insinuate to 11s then appichensions that 
the Dutch will let slip no oppoi tnnitr to cot possession 0 f the island 
of Dhaunapjitan (three miles 1101th of Telhchem ) and that if we do not 
impiove the pi c-en t disposition of the rnnee to dclivci it ovei to 0111 
Ilonomahlc Mastevs, we aie not to expect heicaflei the like occasion. 
Should it be deh\ eicd ovoi to the Moois the Dutch ini^ht itinVe n 
much ensici conquest of the said island than while m the possession of 
the punce Oui gcutlemcn aie likewise of opinion that thomdi the 
Aloors may highly lcsent the dehvciy of it over to ns, yet they will not 
attempt to give 11s any molestation when once we are in possession of 
it, |*ccaii‘e we have it still iu our power to make lcpusals on r thpu 
trading slaps which aie piclty numeious. To pievcnt the Do tell' 

^ tho fnld 1 1 " !uucI ' svc ^descended last ycai to lend the Piinec 
80,000 l'anams and to present him with 20,001) moie, and to keep him 

Ssff? m i t V G ,ntei r l o£ 1 °r 1 } lo T nMa * ,astoi< b om gentlemen at 
SSf 7 lmd Pinc 1 ° v bec I n obliged at times to make an additional loan of 
f W, ranamS ‘ h T° * ooson to apprehend that should we not 

take tho necessai y caie to prorent the said is] ailt i 0 f Dliaimapalan 


* Comp of PUiuling Onl Vol.l of 17I7-17 ‘>l so 
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falling either into the hands of the Moors or Dutch, the loans hitherto 
male would he in great danger of being lost and the settlement of 
Tellichcriy not only gLcatly sticightened but icndercd of little use or 
signification to our Honouiablo Employcis. It is therefoic to be con- 
sidcied what methods we are to puisne in so cutical a conjunctmo. 
Duly pondeung the foicmeutioncd considerations, it is lcsolvcd that 
we direct our gentlemen at Tellicheny to clo'-e with the Piinee for 
doliveimg over to them in behalf of oar Honourable Masters the 
cntiic soveieignty of the said island of Dharmapatan with all the lights 
and lcven.ics thereunto belonging, upon the bust terms they possibly 
can bv paying him down such a sum as purchase money as they shall 
be informed by him will be most acceptable. 1 * 

Couit of Diiec tors' letter, paiagiaph 102, dated 7th Match 1733 : 
Pepper is an article wlucli of late ycais has tinned to a veiy good 
account ; and the tonnage now consigned you being moi c than usual, 
the piopcr mcasiucs must be taken to piovide a suflicicnt quantity 
beforehand to fill up the ships. In ordei thcicto our sovcial fuefo- 
lics upon the coast must be plentifully supplied with Cadi to command 
the market, and that our servants oi othei s may not supplant us, all 
' undci our protection must be piolnbitcd pm chasing any pepper at thoso 
settlements tdl the Company has suQicicnt for their tonnage in the 
current ycai. MVo furtlici iceommciiditto youi consideration, whether 
it will not be proper that all the pepper should be sent up to Bombay 
fiom tlio c e settlements, to be ready m your warehouses to put on board 
our ships. 3 

Court of DirectorsMotter, paras 53-55, 5th Maich 173l>: Repe- 
tition of the foiegoiug order concerning pepper, and in case Tellicliorry 
fails in the supplies demanded, to have leeouisc to Onor Kriiwrir and 
other places upon the coast if a double stock of pepper can be seemed 
at modeiale puces, when wc have money to spate, it will be an accept- 
able piece of service, and answer very valuable purposes. 3 

Couit of Dircotois* lettci, paras 35 and 66, 15th Maich 1731: A 
repetition of former orders to secure pepper suflicicnt for their demands, 
aud not suiter the country ships to forestall them or any difficulties be 
put in their way by the sale of pepper to our China ships. Confirm- 
ation of the duty of Rs. 3 per kh.uidi on pepper cxpoited from the 
coa^t. 4 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 11th February 1735 : Letter of 
17th January 1735 from the Chief and factois at Tcllicherry, advises that 
they had advanced the Clntty Rs. 16,000 aud 1000 gubbeis (gold ducats 
or sequins) for pepper, who had piomiscd to deliver them 500 Uiumhs of 
the new crop by the 10th Febiuaiy. This with what they had in warehouse 
they think would ho sufficient for filling up the ships this season. 6 

Court of Ducclois' letter, paras 23 and 53, 11th Maich 1735 : Con- 
tinuation of ordcis for securing a double stock of pepper whenever 


1 Pub. Diary 1 or 1731, 11!) -120. 
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practicable This p.ua lcpcats and 1 ccommcnds the teem mg all the 
pepper possible and duccts to suffer none to lie appiopimtcd to pi irate 


uses ' 


Bombay Government Consultation, 17th September 1735 The 
Tcllichoiiy advices of 18th Apnl and 16th June being now taken into 
consideration, and iccoui=c being had to their several letleis whcicm 
they make mention of the inland Dharmapatan, the conveniences and 
inconveniences that teem most likely to attend our removing fiom 
Tellichcirv tlntlier, gatheied fiorn the said advices, aieas follows : That 
by its situation in the centic of the pepper eountiy at the cntiance of 
the uvei Tientapatam and Kodoh leading to Kolata and Bengal, fiom 
whence the pcppci is usually hi ought, the piocuung that commodity 
may lie lcndoicd moic secuic than in any othei place tlicicabouls It 
has an influence also on Randal aim lying to the noilhwaid w Inch 
supplies so laige a qnantitv of peppei that tlicv aie made to 
believe that though tlie Dutch wcie m possesion of Kadalai it would 
not be in then powei to depmo us of any gicat paifc of the pepper 
produced in those countnes Om settling tlieie pments the Dutch 
Ficnch and othei s getting a footing, and its uc.ime-s to Kolata's eountiy 
will awe and induce him to keep fair with us at all tunes and picvcnl 
the stop lie is ficipiently inclined to put to our tiade and even to im- 
pose new duties on it As an island it may he moic easily defended, 
piovc a means of seeming the Company a moic ecitam footing in the 
eountiy, and be attended at all times with less inconvenience than 
Tellichou v When it was m the most llmm-hmg state under the Mom <? 
Dhaimapatan was said to have yielded sixty thousand fanams ayoai , and 
admitting the Kanaus withdiawn, it becomes the Compands immediate 
piopcity and the lands with tune and pains will ad’nut of gicat 
impiovenicnts and it is not to be doubted hut in twelve vcais it will 
affmd a levemie of full twelve thousand lupccs pci annum fiom 
the cocoanut ticcs, paddy giounds, and salt pans We must gi\c the 
Chief and factois at Tclliehciiy a caution to sccuic Dliaimapaian 
in the best mannei they can against the attempts of any enemy 
whatever, lest by delating so to do, the Ficnch (m ease of a war 
bi caking out) or the Kansas should attack them bcfoie they aic 
picpaicd against then attempts. The loss of the island m such a manner 
would lendei om othei settlements upon the coast cnluely useles- and 
we should be depnved of the means of sending home even a single ship 
.with a loading likely to turn to any advantage As to the K.inaris we 
must lepeal what we wiote m oui lettei of the 14th October last that 
our gicatest feai is still concerning the opposition our geutlemcu may 
meet with fiom them. It appeals to us that the Kanans would ne\ei 
carrj on tneir wais against the Malabais at tlio gieat expense it must 
put them to, but with a design of seeunng to thomsclves the pepper 
trade of that eountiy f oi winch we appiehend no place tlieioabouts is 
so piopci as Dharmapatan. Wc need only lonimcV the gentlemen of 
the K.niaiis tieaiment of the Poitugaesc last year at Mangaloi to 
pi event any the like disaster befalling them winch would tend to om 
eternal disgraco/ the loss of all wc have hitlieito laid -out, and. all 
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pretensions, to a quiet and advantageous situation on this coast and that 
of the pepper trade iu general. 1 

"Bombay Government Consultation, 37th December 1735, on the Tolli- 
clierry Chief and factors’ 1 letter of 17th November 1735 : The Company 
traded largely iu pepper and caidamoms got through their factory at 
Tellicheri v. 550 /. handis of peppci were sent by them in November and 
they expected some time aftci that to have in their warehouse 2851 
Ichandis and 8 wum of more pepper 'lliey add, the new ciop pio- 
mising well, they hope to procuic siiflicicnl foi the Richmond and the 
ships going home m 1736-37 ior which they desiio to be piopcrly 
supplied. They will procure the cardamoms ordered on the best teims 
they can for which they have advanced 501 Venetians. 2 

Conit of Diieetois’’ letter, para 12, 12th December 1735 : This para 
earnestly recommends the laying m a double stock of pepper the first 
favourable opportunity (see the doth paragraph per Scarboi onqh) S‘ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th January 1736 : "\Yc arc very 
soiry to find by the Tellieheiry letter of 12th December that thcrepoit 
wo had heard of the Kauaiis* intention of sending a powerful aimy to 
the Malabar country with desne to wrest from us the island Dharma- 
patan, is now continued. As we are fully peisuadcd that oiu being 
deprived of that island will be attended with the loss of the pepper 
trade, we think if our duty to resolve upon taking the most effectual 
measures to pievent it. Though we do not pretend to be competent 
judges whether the pcppei trade be worth piesciving at the expense 
we must ncccssaiily put oiu Honouiable Masters to (but must leave that 
to be determined by them), yet should it be so and we suffer it to be 
lost without applying our endeavours to pievent it, we must certainly 
incur a very severe censuic. On the other hand, we aie of opinion 
that should our Honouiable Masters not think the sccuiing the pepper 
trade and foi hfying Dliai mapatau to be necessary, some of our rivals in 
trade would be glad to take it off our hands, were it to cost moic than 
it is likely to do Our garrison is so baic and our picsout occasions 
both for our vessels and military men so pressing that wo can send 
them no other foicc than four or five galivats with the propoi dctach- 
meut of sepoys We must tliciefore wute to Madias (as it is now 
agiccd to do) requesting the Piesideut and Council to send with all ex- 
pedition to Tclhchcrry what foicc they can possibly spaie by one of the 
Honouiable Company’s vessels or else to ficight oue for that purpose. 
It is likewise agiced to dncct the gentlemen at Anjcngo to supply 
them with what men they can list or be able to spaie from their 
gauison if the country round them bo quiet. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th January 1736 : Should the 
Kunaus -give our gentlemen at Tellichcrry factory any molestation, it is 
agreed to give the gentlemen peimission to employ the vessels m pre- 
venting then aimy getting provisions or in otherwise annoying them, 
uhicli when they find iu our power, wo believe they will not attempt 
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to impede us in our designs. Considenng that the Krinaiis and 
Bicnch aic deteinuned if possible to got possession of the inland 
Dliaimapatan, ninth at pic-enl is not in a condition^ to be defended 
against the attempts that may be made, we judge it absolutely ncee— 
ba,ry to sot about seeming* it by laiMng a htiong foi t theicon as- 
speedily a-, possible As Mi. At chibald Campbell, oui cleil: of the 
voiles has taken an exact sui voy of the inland and is pcifectly acquamt- 
ed mth the situation tlicieof, we think him the piopci poison to gi\e 
dueetions in what mannet to foitify it wlneli we must leal c to his 
judgment. It is agieod to give dneclions to this pin pint in our 
next letter to Tolhoheriv ; and as we have i cason to appiehend that a 
nm may shoitly be declaied between England and Branco, we doubt 
not but m sucli case the Bicneh would openly attack us on tlul island 
and at pic«ent we aic not in a condition to withstand, them. Hut by 
beginning tlie walks now we hope they will bo m such foiwai Jncss 
that we may be able to defend outsell es against tlie attempts the Blench 
or others may make, winch is a considoiation that mom opinion lendeis 
it ah-ohitcly nceessaiy that the works be set about as soon as possible. 
"When the Dim nra patau works me linr-licl and Tullithcm tin own up, 
we doubt not but mu expenses will be less and oui fooling in that eomitiy 
as well as the commaud of thopoppci trade be much more secure than at 
piescnt 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, loth Belmiaiy 173d ■ Mi. Camp- 
bell, our eleik ot the v-orks, has accoidmg to the Piu-idunt’s directions, 
drawn a plan of a square fort of ninety yaids. curtain to be limit for 
the scumtyof Dhaimapatan 'Plus of ‘itself (admitting it completely 
built acconling to mle) exclusne of all .otlici nceossaiy buildings, will 
amount to no less than Its. 9,50,01)0. W’c cannot think of setting 
about this woik if upon'cxaminafaon it shall appeal likely to co*t near 
half that sum Ilow'evei it is dnected that the said plan and calculate 
be sent to Tolliehuiy , and that we acquaint the 'gentlemen that w c 
think the foil purposed is not only too large and the wall too high and 
too Uncle but that it must take up several veins in building That we 
arc mfomiod that the hill Paranihu, wheicon it is pioposcd to he built, 
is a solid soft i ock and if .so w e do not appiehend it will be neeossaiy 
to sink a foundation oi foi the wall to be built so manv feet high as 
is computed, because of tlie side of the hill that is cut away will scivc 
for the facing of the ditch and the wall be iar«ed upon* that' Till 
we know' whether the lull Paiamliu be a lock or only loo=c eailh, we 
cannot fiame any judgment of the height the walls of the intended 
fort ought to bo and consequently not of the" expense. Therefoie 
we must lecommend to the gentlemen to Mew the said lull and make 
an expenment whether it be lock or loose caith, that they also give us 
their opinion of the size of the woikneecssai v and make a calculate of 
the expense and let us know whether a fort raised on' tjus lull ' will 
effectually secure the island and the pepper tiadc, till when wo must 
yet defer coming to a lmal deteimniation B 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th February 3738 ‘ The 
Piesidcnt acquaints the Board that since our last* Consultation lie liac^ 
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directed Mr. Campbell to draw out another plan of a fori for Dlianna- 
patan island of onlj seventy yards curtain, the wall twenty feet 
high fiom the bottom of the ditch, the ditch to bo sixty feet broad and 
ten feet deep, rhe expense of which Sir. Campbell computes may 
amount to about 11 s. 3,83,000 ; but should the lull prove a solid lock 
(as it is supposed to \>e), there, will not lie occasion to lay the foundation 
of the wall below the bottom of the ditch as is allowed for m the 
calculate, and a gieat paifc of the expense will be saved Dncctcd 
that this plan and calculate be sent to Telhehcrry ; and that we acquaint 
the gentlemen that though this is moic agieeablc to ns than the 
other, we shall not permit them to set about it till we know their 
opinion, and arc well assured of its being capable to s CC uie the island 
and thoieby a sufficient share of the pepper tiade. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation of 32tli October 1730 : AYc 
cannot consent to the Tellicherry factors’ raising a small fortification 
at tlic inland exti eniily of Dharmapatan island, as we aic of 
opinion that then having so many small works at a distance fiom each 
other, vciy much weakens their gairison. As to the pnncipal fort 
pioposcd to be built on Parambu lull, we have not llic least thoughts 
of setting about such a woik, as our Ilonouiable Masters have forbidden 
our raising any expensive foitifications at Dliarniapatan, and told ug 
they can ncvci consent to the tin owing up Tclhcheiry after tlic large 
sums that have been laid out thcic. Though the maintaining 
possession of so many foitifications as we now hold upon that island 
creates a very gieat chaige, yet, as we have laid before our Honourable 
Musters the advantages or inconveniences likely to aeeiue to their 
affairs- by keeping :oi relinquishing the island, we aic unwilling to 
throw iip any of tlic places we now bold thereon till wc receive their 
final diiccfcions which wc expect by the next ships * 

Court of Directors’ letter, paia 29, 22nd December 1736 • This 
para presses a compliance with the several paiagraplis aforegoing in 
llieii letter for the purchase of pcppei. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9tli May 1737 : The Telli- 
clieny Chief and factois had coutiacted for 2U13 khmuhx and 3 
quaiteis of popper of the new crop of which 557 khamltx and 3 
quarters aTe outstanding. They greatly fear they shall not exceed 2500 
kharfdis, the piicu being advanced to 11s. 78 (tlie'/.//ai?/7i) ; and lliey arc 
assured the Chitlv must suffer considerably by what he has engaged 
for, nor can he comply with his bargain without gicat difficulty. They 
have laden on our ci uizers 277 t It/tandis* 

Court of Directors’ letter, para 28, 7th October 1737 : Tills para 
enjoins tho utmost endeavours to be used for secuiing a sufficiency of 
pepper. 6 „ 

Court o£ Directors’ letter, para 40, 2nd April 1740: When 
Tellicberiy and Anjcngo fall short of tho quantity of pepper requisite 
* the Company’s service, they would have their money dispersed on 
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oiher parts o£ the coast, and lccommcnd the sending a covenant 
servant to Onoi. 1 * 

Tinnslaleofthc king of Tiavancor’s leltei to tlio Pi' ' tent, dated tlic 
* £3id Oetohei 1 741 and received at Bombay the Stli Januaiy 1 7 *1*2 : The 
agi cement I am disposed to make with the Ilonouiahlc Company shall 
consist m the furnishing them with all the peppei and cloth pioduccd m 
my temtoues including those in Pei itally, saving only such a quantity' of 
each as shall be required £oi the use ot my subjects. The puce between 
us shall bo settled on modeiatc conditions. As the Dutch have 
without just cause enteied my countiym a uai like manner, the Honour- 
able Company shall, in consequence of the above advantages, undcitakc 
to mediate a peace On peaeo being concluded, I u ill engage to deliver 
tlie pepper as licietofoic to the Company at Quilon Cainapalla and 
Caitigapalla. Should the Dutch leftise to fix a peace th 'nit mil be suffi- 
cient that the Company pm sue the pi opci means foi lnndciing the Dutch 
from violating the tianquilhty of any o£ the piecitcd places gianted to 
them (tlie Company) as then sole pnvilege. The piice foi the pepper to he 
delivcied to the Ilonouiable Company, shall he confoimablc to tlie cuncnt 
rate of the countiy But I am to desuc and exjiect the Company mil 
furnish me with some guns, small aims, moitais, gunpondci and othei 
kind of ammunition w anted, and to be at the valuo they weie bought 
for. The customs and annual pi e'ent shall continue as heietofoie ; 
but as the Dutch have blocked up mypoits and give then piotectiou 
for the fice navigation of vessels appertaining to powers in enmity 
mth me, and also do violate the authoiityof English pascpoits, these 
points must he settled between us. Die ITonouiable Company aie to 
piotect the peppei with then flag Pionded the piecitcd pioposals 
aie accepted I engage to furnish them mtli above 3000 l hand is y£ 
peppei (meaning it is supposed annually, though this is not expicssed) 
And as tlie Dutch may piovc ti ouble^omc, it mil be ncee^uiy that 
foits bo oieeted at Quilon, Qiuletch, Teivanda Edilava, as also in 
Pentally whoie requisite. Tbe=e foits must bo piovided mth the 
lequisites £oi defence, and bear the English flag. Pionded the ' 
English Company will not pay tlie expense of tlie foils, Imlhxndeitakc 
tlie same myself they aifoulmg, however, a competent gamson to each 
with all requisite appiutenauccs , and the expense attending the s 0 doing 
I mil discliaige. Should not the English agiec to these, and my 
enemies do continue to distiess mo, I shall he compelled to seek assist- 
ance fiom some other European power though I should much lather 
picfer the English to whomsoever. The guns to be applied foi the 
foits 1 w ill satisfy the cost of. 3 

Many of the places mentioned in ibis letter being subject to the ' 
Dutch and granted to them, the Boaid did not think it useful to 
entci into any discussion of the mattei, but lefened the letter to +l,o 
Chief and factors at Anjengo ? ■ 

Conitof Dnectors' letter dated 11th March 1742, paras 45-47* 
Our President Mr. Wake, during his residence at Tclhchciry, did * 
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us eminent service m securing annually large quantities of pepper 
by making purchases at all tlic adjacent places without limiting the 
price; which ju*' 1 hod his success 01 will do well to continue, guarding , 
m the most piudent manner against enhancing the maikcls. Hero we 
judge it proper to mention tliat it has been lnntcd to ns, a thousand 
Miami is 01 more of pepper may* be procured yearly at Onor, by a 
covenant servant or two 1 ending 011 the spot attended only with a 
lew peons. Thoicby an advantageous commoico and intercourse may 
also he mainlauicd with the neighhouiing tcmlories. This affair wo 
oiler to your consideration, expecting that our welf.no will be piomolcd 
by sending a very tiusty seivant, if the piospoct affords any eneouiage- 
ment, whose conduct if satisfactory to us shall not fail of being suit- 
ably rewaided. 1 

Court of Directors* letter dated lOLh March 1743, paras -10- -IS : 
Having good reason to think the Ficneli will be very bare of 
money this season in the several parts of India, our Chief and Council 
of Tclliclierry may thereby secure a larger proportion of pepper for ns 
in the country round about them. We observe with satisfaction that 
previous to the receipt of our orders upon that head last season, a couple of 
covenant seivauts wcicscntto Onor, who having pui chased some pepper 
in those parts, we hope a further progress lias been made on then glowing 
moic convcisant with the customs and manners of the people. As Onor 
has not been visited for many years by any of our scivants upon our 
account some difficulties might probably at iiibt occur. But by a 
residence managed with prudence, the difficulties would dailj- lessen, and 
lieaity vigorous measures being exerted wc doubt not they were crowned 
n ith success by incrcasin g the quantity next season . As pepper answei s 
very well, you must have recourse to other parts of the coast for securing 
all the pepper possible at reasonable pi ices, you having a {lowing cash 
to command the market. 2 

Court of Dnectois* letter dated SOtli March 17 l-l, para 51: 
Wc take duo notice of our Chief and Council’s good sei vices at 
Aujcngo in sending us 1300 hhandis of pepper and upwards the last 
season, bemg a much larger quantity than usual. Wc persuade our- 
selves that Mr. Bouichier and the new Council will tread in the same 
steps by making considciablc investments for us m this important 
article. 3 

Court of Directors* letter dated 10th January 1715, para 11 : Wo 
should not have you purchase for us moic than 2000 hhandis of 
pepper unless to bo bad at Its. 70 a Jcliandi at which puce go on 
pnrcliasiug what you can. 1 

Court of Diicctors* letter dated 7th May 1716, para 25, directs to 
procure all the pepper possible if at Bs. 70 the Jc handi. 5 
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Court of D»ectoi&’ letter dated 7th May 1746: The best meant, 
ivc nppi chord to prevent the detention o£ shipping and to lower the 
picsent extravagant puce o£ popper, will be to haroron all times a 
' considerable stock on hand We therefore eavncstly^ecommcnd lt/o 
yon to take every opportunity of purchasing or causing to be purchased 
sueli quantities whcicvcr it can he had, *o as that you may always 
have at Bombay and at the several settlements a stock o£ at least 
twelve hundred tons by you a£tei the despatch o£ the ships j and we 
think the pnncipal magazine should he at Bombay. We *-liall leave it 
to yoru discretion to purchase moic oi less,, according to the prices 
peppei slrall he at. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th February 1743 : Though at 
present none o£ om lattci shipping aic arrived, considcnno how 
acceptable it may be wcic wo able to despatch a ship directly from 
lienee to England, and as the 19 1 tons of pepper lately received fionr 
Telhcheuy is not sufficient, also seeing that Captain Francis Walmsley 
o£ ship Amnirta belonging to Bengal is willing in behalf of Ins owncis 
to let her out to the Honourable Company for a voyage to Telhcheuy 
and back again to this poit at the voiy reasonable rale of 11s 7000 
foi 1000 Tellicheny ihandi* of peppei, it n. agicedtliat the same 
be accepted ; anu tliat an obligation ]>e accoidiugly drawn out to Lc 
bigncd by the > Mid captain on the one pait and the Sccictaiy on tlie 
olhci in behalf of the Honourable Companj , 2 

Court of Directors’ letter dated 7tlr March 1719 paragraph 43- 

Art TiTvl Ihrir, mir cm l-ntilr n 4- . 1 . __ _ < « ° * 



- J H1U L/Uio 

tity at the extravagant pnee of Rs. 86 the khantli. As fmtlier bv 
he last advices om affairs there appear to be m a pieeanous situation, 

] Z y lo t con V dci o£ , tlle state o£ that settlement, and from 

tune to time give such oideis and instructions to the Chief and Council 
as yon shall ]udgo the nature and circumstances may lequne 3 

Court of Directors' letter dated 6th March 3750 paragraphs 56 
and oi : IIow the French and Dutch find then- account m &%„{ such 
extra\apnt prices for pepper we cannot conceive, and as it is ferson- 
able to believe they will, bofoie this leaches you, liavo seen tlieir error 
oui sen-ants at the subordinate factories will not ™ a r ' 

f <», *? » « ran 

cannot be had at Anjengo but by suppling the King with wail!l-e 

* ,w ^ *- ~ f ES£ 

i r° = h ?*** isat 

as only al»ab SO 
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‘Tclhcherry acted very right in not contracting for it. But they must 
he directed to make the earliest inquiry what quantity of this article 
may he proem able to the southward the ensuing season, whcic we 
hope it may be purchased at a much more modeiato rate, as at the***' 
ubovcmcntioncd puce it cannbt answer at any market in India, nor w e 
believe in Eui ope, except on such emergency as the despatch of a ship 
lather than bear the expense of her abroad, which it may be supposed 
was the case of the French the past season. As the Clnef and factois 
have the Honourable Company’s oiders for their guidance in puichas- 
ing pepper, no farther diicctions aie necessary to be given them on 
this head. Resolved also that we in due time send a piopor person to 
Jvihwdr, Onoi, and other Malabir poits to make inquiry if any and what 
quantity of pepper may be procurable at those places the next season. 1 

Bombaj r Government Consultation, 13th Apul 1752 : "We aie sorry 
to observe that accoiding to the advices of the Chief and factors at 
Telliclierry there is not any probability of accommodating their 
troubles by pacific measures, and that they depend upon our sending 
them at least 500 men before the rams. Upon looking over the state 
of oui mihtaiy and sepoys on this island of Bombay, we find that 
wo cannot possibly send more than 70 soldiers and 130 sepoys without 
depriving ourselves of the means of safety and defence, or making the 
Island a temptation to any one that should be inclined to invade it. 
Though theic is no apparent present danger, wo know the natuic 
of these people too well to thiow such a temptation in their way, as no 
ni tides nor obligations are binding with them when an appearance of 
gain offers itself. It is therefore icsolvcd tliat that number pioccod on 
the Prince Gcoj go, and that we likewise ship on board two ldlchs of rupees 
which, including their balance of 1,59,000, wc judge will be sufficient 
for defraying their expenses and advancing on account of pepper. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24th June 1755 : Letter fiom 
Captain Jacques Dc Funck lcpicscutmg tliat he sent home all liis fail 
draughts of Dharmapatan on the Prince Henry ; and has ever since 
been employed on a survey of Bombay and its fortifications, which is 
near finished but shall immediately set about a fair plan of Darmapa- 
tan, though he cannot lay, it before us in less than a month or six 
weeks. Dneclcd that lie attend with the foul one at our next meeting 
to pi event so great a loss of time, and as we imagine, that will 
sufficiently descnbe it. 1 

Court of Diiectois’ letter dated 23id November 1759, paragraph 
22, dnects that m future no ships be sent to be filled with pepper 
at the west coast as the Court intend sending all suiplus pepper fiom 
Malabii to China. 4 

Court of-Dircctors’ letter dated 22nd Match 1765 paragraph 173 r 
As the pcppei foi some ycais past lias been sent fiom the west coast 
of Sumatra to China, and oui only dependance has been upon you for 
piovidmg this article, we aie soiry to observe you have failed in send- 
ing such a supply as this maikct annually icquires and in particular 

1 Pub Diary 2.5 of 1750, 1S3. - Pub Diaiy 23 of 1732, 127 - 128. 

-Pub Diary 2$ of 3733, 2-JS. 
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the S pea her, llie only j-liip av1uc.1i at lived flora your tide of India this 
season, hi ought us. lmt 3U8 ton?, a quantity greatly inadequtc to the 
demand heic and uluit \ve had masons to expect NotAnthstauding * 
theiefoie anything mentioned in tliib lettci A\ilh letpeet to the dis- 
position of onr ships, aou aie lieicbj positiA'ely dnectcd to cxcit youi 
utmost endeavouis to send us annually GOD tons of peppci at the least, 
divided equally upon two ‘laps and a? ranch moie as the said two 
ships can take in consistently Autli the lest of then eaigocs J 

Couit of Dnectoi letter dated 12th Scptemher 17GG paiagiapli 
10 As pepper is m gicat demand at tins maiket, you aie to pi ovule as 
laige a quantity as Anil lie sufficient foi the several ships to he despatch- 
ed flora youi side of India, and that is to he done even hy giving eveiy 
ship as lai ge a smplus tonnage at the low fi eight as can be conA'e- 
niently taken in. 2 

Court of Diiectors’ letter dated ISth March 17G8 paiagiapli 75 : 
It is Anth mncli cimccin aac oLsene that the conquests made hy Haidar 
All Klian on the Mai aim Coast, teem to lia\e picjudiced om lm-e-tmciit 
of peppci in a A-eiy lemaikable mannei Foi though hefoie Ins dopai- 
tuie to the Kamatak he scenud to keep up an outuaid appearance of 
filemhhip, yet since lus ann'al llieie, encumetanees must have been 
gicatly changed aaIikIi avc at piesent aie not acquainted mth Upon 
the aa hole we cun only lecommend to you to use youi best endeaA'Oius 
to piocuie as much peppci a« you can. We depend upon oui Piesident 
and Council of Foi t St (ieoigefoi gnmg you the piopei infoinialion 
of Avhat pa^se« thcie with legal d to llaidai Khan AA'hicli aaiII be some 
dircet’on foi your piocoeduigF 

Couit of Dncctois’ IctleL dated Gist March 17G9 paragraph 36 : 
Ac the giealo^t pait of Malab ir Coast, fiom whence the largest piopoi- 
tion of oui peppei investment is collected, is m one continued scene of 
tiouble, aa e positn'cly enjoin tliat you exeit youi selves to the utmost in 
piocunng as laigc a quantity of this ailiele at Anjengo as possible, 
especially as it still continues m\ich in demand and Auelds a «»ood 
piofit* ‘ ° 


Court of Du ectors’ letter dated Gtli Apnl 1770 paraomph 21- 
The dissolution of the Fieneh ISast Indian Company Avill, v,e hope lc=sen 
the number aud impoitauce of youi competitor foi pepper AYe tlieie- 
foic desne you will afford stnct attention to lcduce the puce and keep 
it as Ioaa as possible We aie pleaded to find hy lettei fioin Ameueo 
that peppci comes in fast and that the king of Tiavancor has consider- 
ably exceeded the quautity foi Ailu'dihe had contaaeted 5 


Bombay Government Consultation, 23id Jauuaiv 1776 • Comes of 
the committee’s icpoit at Foit Maillwio (m Sumatra) of the state of 
the pepper pLiuhilions must be transmitted to the settlements at Onor 
Tellielieriy and Anjengo with directions to the gentlemen at the.se place? 
togiAC us the best accounts they can obtain of the cultivation of peppei 
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on tlie Jdalabar Coast, when we will comply with the Honourable 
Company's commands on this head as far as we can by giving the 
gentlemen at Fort Marlboro such mfoimation as we may procui c and our 
own knowledge can suggest . 1 

Court's letter to Srnat, 2 Sth August 16S2 : For nibies sapphires 
and oilier piecious stones wo shall allow you the same commission as for 
diamonds, to he shared two-thirds for our President and one-third of the 
said commission for oui second upon the place at Surat. You must 
send us no emeralds except they be vci y large and fine. Small emeralds 
are a commodity rather to be sent into India than to be bi ought from 
thence 2 

Com t of Diiectors’ letter, 4-tli November 1719 paragraph 11: The 
manifest of diamonds to be sent in a distinct list from that of the piivatc 
trade, and must show the value of each bulce 5 

Court of Directors' letter, 25th March 172J-, paragiaph 76 : As 
effects aie sometimes sent out fiom hence to your side to purchase 
diamonds, we think fit to advise 3011 that we have wiitten to Foit 
St. Geoige this season to prevent in future the ciafty management of 
the tiaders therein and their coi respondents, which we have for some 
time suspected but of late moic full}' discoveicd So far as the same 
oidcis happen to be nccessaiy foi 3 'our notice we inquire 3 *ou to put 
them in execution. We found that scvcial who sent out monc} 1 - or 
coral for the pui chase of diamonds, have instead thereof applied the 
same effects to trade in the countiy, and otlicis, when the diamonds 
were scarce or dear, paid the silver into our cash and remitted it Home 
by bill on us. By this atiangement they made a voyage at our 
cost without any lisle except of the bullion outwaids /because their 
silver being sold for pagodas, and those pagodas being paid into 
our cash' did not stand them in more than seven shillings and three 
pence to seven shillings and five ponce each, and wc paid for them by 
the bills diawnat nine shillings That we might cut off both these 
blanches of mischief wc hare altei ed the former draughts of the bond. 
By Hie copies now sent 3 'ou will see wc have, we hope, pretty well 
guarded against any new attempts of the like land by making it a 
pait of the condition that the diamonds to be jiurohased with silver sent 
out shall be laden on our shipping within eighteen months after its 
arrival, and in the interim the silver shall be employed in tiadc or 
at interest. If coral or coial heads bo sent out, the diamonds to he 
pui chased with their produce shall ho laden within twche months after 
theii sale. Do you cause enquiry often to be made and let us know. 
In future iye. expect our President to take eaie to see these and the 
other conditious of those new bonds duly and fully complied mtli. 
"Wc have told our President of Fort St George that ne could not 
forbear complaining of his ill returns for our kindness in seeming to 
lum two aud a half- per cent commission on all consignments, in 
that he lias not vouchsafed to send us y eai ty accounts of what pari of 
each wore returned us, by what ships, on whoso account, and on 
what consignments, although our general oiders weic positive for 
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Eending ilic ®amc, and that we expected there would be no failures 
of this kind in any of oui President 1 -, if they expect we riiall •■eeiiie 
them llieii commission 1 *. IVc told him we hid j rally bri® of diamond- 
scut, by whom, and for whom, but these do not t-liow who-c r(Ti civ 
produced them, or when "ent out, and whether they arc the full return®, 
oi wh.il pmt of the consignment, and when «ent out "Where.!® we 
should know’ both and not take them only from tin? propm’toi = How 
else ran we with certainty know how to debtor up the bond® to K' 
cancelled when demanded and ljccau®c alleged to be fully complied 
with 1 


Bombay Government Diary, 27th Novemlwr 1721 : Manifest of 
diamonds laden on boird the Duke of Cambridge, Captain Matthew 
Bookcy, for Great Britain, 5 namely : 

Laden liy * 

1. Honourable tV. Flupp®, E:qmrc, one hnlee of dia- 
monds valued at It® 209-2-G# to l>e dilirorcd liy tlio 
Honourable Court of Dirct tors to Alicio Mcndii of 
Loudon or liis assign, being nnrkid and liuiuKied 
be per mai gm ... 

2. Honourable IV. Phipps 1 bulco or cli.imnmK to be 
delivered by the Court of Directors to C iptam T. 

Doonoof London or bis a®'ign, value Ri 7tib-0-. r iC, 
being marked and numbeitd as pi r margin ... 

3. Honourable Plnpp-, L*f}iine, two bulcci of dia- 
monds being in part of 111,000 ounce* of Mher con- 
Figncd to linn net ship* the J/nrne and Cud. . to 
be delivered the Honourable Court of Din ctor® and 
by than to Sir. Isaac Frank®, merchant in London, or 
Ins araigns, value R« 43b2 2-29, being marked and 
numbered as per margin 

4 John Hope, L- mil re, 1 ljulce of diamonds valued .it 
Iks 1G.000, toliedelncrodby the Honouralilr. Court of 
Directors to the executors of Captain Daniel Small, 

deceased, being marked and nuuibeied as per margin 1G,000 0 0 

Tolal ... 21,338 ' 1 52 

Act; — Tlic marginal marts aril numbers are not avail iUe, the rov.il 1 » m - 1 „ pi^, ( crn 

Cornt of Direct 01 s’ letter, lltli March 1730, para US: For 
the encouragement of the diamond trade, we have atriced to allow a 
bounty of two and a half pci cent upon the gioss hale at the candle 
of all registered diamonds bi ought home on our ships, which wc think 
piopci to acquaint you withal, as some coral is consigned foi the 
purchase of them on your side of India, and as formeily few ships came 
without a register of them, which of late has been otherwise. 3 

Court of Directors’ letter, 12tli Match 17G6, para 135 • VCe 
absolutely direct tliatm future you arc to give notice in the most 
public mannci before the despatch oi departure for Europe of any ship 
or vessel belonging to Ills Majesty 0 i in the sen-ice bf the Com- 
pany, that cveiy person oi persons who intends to send any diamonds 
gems oi precious stones by such conveyance®, do rcgulaily. and liuly 
regislcr them with you; which registei is to lie transmitted to us by 


It» qrs re. 
209 2 G7 


7GG 0 5G 


43G2 2 27 
I 
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such ship vessel or man-of-war together with the necessary advices in 
your gcneial letter relating theieto. "We do hereby declare it to 
you as our firm resolution and do accoidmgly positively diiect that if 
any of our servants of what rank or station soever shall after the 
receipt lieicof be guilty of a disobedience of these ordeis, they be 
immediately dismissed the service and sent to England by the fiist 
conveyance that offers. And if free mci chants or any other person or 
poisons whatsoever residing under the Compands protection, shall be 
guilty of a bicach of them, such protection is immediately to be with- 
drawn and such person or peisons aie in like manner to be sent to 
England by the fiist conveyance j and if any of the black merchants 
or natives shall be guilty of a bieach of those oidcis, the Company's 
protection is likewise to be withdrawn fiom them and they be immediately 
sent out of the Company's bounds. We declare these to be standing 
. orders and you aie not only to enter them in the hooks kept for that 
puipose, but you aie likewise to make them known in as effectual a 
manner as possible by fixing them up at the usual public and oilier 
proper places, and giving such other mfoimations that no person in 
any part of your presidency may have it m his power to plead ignoianco 
of them 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1772 : The advices 
fiom the factors at Scindy lcceivcd since our last letter to them, arc 
now lead and the following directions are given. The diamonds and 
peail which w'erc pledged to tho late Resident by Mirza Mcndy for 
woollen delivered him, must he seut luthcr on the Speaker, as we find 
they cannot piocurc the amount in money fiom lnm. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th Juno 1773: The President 
acquaints the Board that some time ago he sent to Mr. Mostyn the 
Resident at Poona the diamond received by the Speaker from Scmdy, 
in older to try wiiat might be offered for it at that place where it was 
more likely to sell to advantage than at Bombay. Mr. Mostyn has 
lately informed the President that after several lower offers had been 
made, he has at last been offered Rs 350 the ratti, winch is the most that 
wall he given and will amount to upwards of Rs. 8000 for the diamond. 
He requests the Boaid's opinion whether it should be sold at that 
pi ice. Upon this the letter from Scindy of the 17th December last 
(1772) is icferrcd to, by winch the Board find that tliis offer is nearly 
tlie same as the value put upon it at that place. It is tlieicforc agreed 
that the offer be -accepted and tlie President is desired to wiite to the 
"Resident at Poona accordingly. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th September 1741 : Not- 
withstanding the apprehensions tlie Chief and factors at Surat arc 
under of putchock being at so high a rate as Rs. 20 the man yet as 
we conceive it will ho required for the China market and generally 
yields fiom 35 to 40 tale tlie pccul, we think it best to repeat our 
duections for procuring the quantity specified.* 
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Court of Puceloi^ lctlcis, 13th Maieli 1713 nn<l 30tli Match 171 1, 
uaia 21 • Had a tovfl 2 r *3 lx'cu c ct on foot to China hi our l -*'i i ,int s, 
we should checifuUy have acquiesced in appreciating thereto tin- 
sandal wood, putchock, nmth, and ohhanum pureliared upon our 
account for the Harrington the}' leimbuising u*. the cost in ‘■nth nun- 
uei that wo should lie no lowers This we mention foi j oin guirluic* 
and encouiagcmcnl on any the like ca=c m future. 1 

Coni t of Duccloi.s’ letlci, 13th Mai eh 1713, paia hi : When any 
i dined paltpotic ^eiit us, the b icp* niut’L be marked uitli mi It lo 
distinguish tliem from the common soit - 

Court of Director’ lettoi, 12th wraith 17GG, para 40: You must 
older our savants at Telhchcuy to pi otidc annually at the propel 
seasons tliiec hundicd lJiandit of sandal wood foi the Cliina maiket 
If at anv time it happens that we should not have occasion foi it, it 
may always Ijc sold on the spot to advantage "* 

Couit of Dncetoia’ letter, 12th Maich 1730, paia 42: Tills 
paiagiaph lccommends the sending foi law silk from Bengal for the 
Bombay weavei 

Couit of Diredoih’ letter, ISth Maich, 1708, pain iG • The 

infoimalion you have sent us about the Glulan silk as well as the silk 
lccened fioin Buslmc makes ns despair of evei having any IVc 
shall not peirait any cloth oi money to be sent to Raslil or any oilier 
place m the mtenoi parts of Peisia so long as tlic country continues in 
the unsettled btatc it is at present. In slioit, if law silk is not to lie 
obtained on oi alxmt the teims we oi dcicd, ire shall be obliged to diop 
that plan But as the impoitancc of Ibis aiticlc and tlic vend- of our 
woollens m that country would be a very desirable biancli of trade to 
the nation as well as lo the Company, we peimit you to incieasc vour 
price foi the silk and to give as iar as Bs SO per man. This alteration 
we will submit to and hope it will have the desued effect 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th August 1731 : In their 
lcttcis the Chief and factois at Surat promise to use their utmost endea- 
vours in providing the quantity of goods indented for in the list of 
investment received l»y the Ockham At the same time thej* obeenc to 
us thatlhiough the picscnt troubles in the Smat got eminent, the high 
puce of cotton and the gicat duaith and seaicit y of all soi ts of pio\ isions 
w'lucb has occasioned a gicat numbei of wcavcis to lcmovc to other 
paits, it will be not only impossible to complete the whole investment, 
but that cvciy species of goods will be considerably dealer than what 
was pioudcd last season 0 

Bombay Government Consnltalion, Stli September 1731 : Received 
a lettei fiom the Chief aud factois at Surat assuring us that all possible 
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care -was taken to complete tlio present investment, that they had in 
town and at Runnel (Randcv) above 1200 weavers at work and were m 
hopes to mei ease them soon to 2000 which would in all likelihood 
complete the quantity of goods ordered. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13tli March 1733 • Diiccted 
that puisuant to the oideis of our Honourable Mastcis mentioned 
m para 29, our gentlemen at Surat provide 2000 small lemipanics 
and 1000 l«ugt of good substantial silk as part of the tonnage of our 
returning ships, and to advise us at what price they can now be 
procured. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd April, 1733: The reasons 
which m their letter of 21th Mai eh 1733, the Surat Chief and factors 
give for so considerable an advance of the price in connection with the 
investment to be provided foi England, is the dearness of indigo, 
the want of weavers and other artificers that foimcrly were employed 
in those fabrics, of whom great numbers have been swept away by the 
late sickness and famine that happened m Surat and the places adjacent. 
Taking into consideration the above and paragiaph 23 of our Honour- 
able Masters 1 commands last received by the ship Mary, in which they 
tell ns that 13s. foi a chclloc, 8s. 4 d. for a lapsed, and 10s. Id. for a 
neganepaut is what they cannot afford ; and m a foimei letter we have 
been told that clnntz nafEcimany that cost Its SO the corge, such as was 
sent by the Piincc William, did not answer and therefore we must 
send none of that sort ; also that chintz pnndbcqaji at Rs. 110 the eoigc 
would not do, and wheieas the two last species of chintz will tins year cost 
much moie Ilian those sent home by the Piincc William and Lef hirnllier 
we thmk we can by no means answer to the Suiai lettei indenting for 
any. At the same time we may reasonably expect two ships more fiom 
England in August or September next which with the Mat y already here 
will be thiee. YTc shall therefore have to provide ictum cargoes for 
such a quantity of tonnage as we cannot possibly complete without a 
considerable number of colouied goods from Surat. It is agiccd that we 
dnect our gentlemen at Surat to comply with our foimor order of 
completing the list of investment sent them except the Avlute calicoes, 
ehmtz, natfermony, poiidbcfiuji , and neganepauts. If they find a 
difficulty in providing the full quantity of the other species, let the 
deficiency he in tapseils small rather than any other. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 11th September 1735: Received 
a letter from the gentlemen at Surat owning the receipt of ours of the 
17 tli ultimo and advising that tlio brokers had undertaken the provision 
of two thousand pieces of chintz ponnbcgaji on the terms wc bad ' 
limited of Rs. 102 the corge for those of 18 vees and 11s. 85 for those of 
16 vees and that our diiections concerning the said goods should be 
complied with. 1 

The investments aie usually begun in Apiil or May and the whole 
investment should ho completed in one month from that time, 6 


' 1 Pull Diaiy 4 of 1731, 113. a Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 66. 

V 3 Put. Diaiy 5 of 1732 33, S3 -00. < Puli Diary 8 of 1734-33, 191. 

6 Surat Chief .mil Factors' Letter of 12tli Dec. 1735 to Bombay Government referred 
to in Bom Go\ . Diaiy 12th Dec. 1735, Puli Diary 8 of 1731-35, 282. 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 18tli Slay 1735 . Wiolc a 
lettci to Suiat, diiechng the gentlemen tlieic to let ns know on what 
teims any meidiants would undeitakc to piovide tbe Biiampaut*, 
Lemmames, and Guinea stuffs last indented foi Ciom England wlueli may 
be pioeuied about Cambay. "Wiote also to Mi. Buluell at Cambay to 
mfoim himself at what late auy meiclianl tlieic* would contiact foi the 
above goods and to send down their pioposals with mustcis of the 
goods. We also dneeted lum to piovide and send us twenty bales of 
tanuahs that we may set oui weavcis to woili on the Bombay stuffs 1 
Bombay Government Consultation, 4th Apul 1737 • The President 
lays before the Boaid a list of the puces at which Mduckji Navi o jiliad 
ofteicd to piovide the ensuing investment. We observe these puces differ 
little fiom those paid in 1734, 2 namely: 

Prices of Indian Publics, 17S4- 7737 
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Bombay Government lottei to Smat, 13lh August 1724- Pursuant 
to what we wrote j-ou under the 1st mutant (August 1724), thu Bombay 
and F.oit St. George galleys pioceed now to he at the Bai in older 
to give a countenance to om affans On them we have laden 167 chests 
10 ps of tin for youi maikct.’ 

Couit of Dnectois' letter, 27th Maieh 1713, paia 41 ■ Po not 
foi get oui standing diiection to Peisia to send yearly all the led 
Cai mania wool they can gel. Do you unite them piecing oulcis to this 
puipo^e aud quicken theii memoues by often leminding them of it 
andwliencvei yon find them deficient a* to quantities lepiunand them/ 

Couit of Dn cot oi s’ letter, 12th Mai oh 1730, paia 28 We aie 
concerned to find by your _3lst paiagrjph per Pmice Fie-lcncL that 
tlic mlialntants of LtHHiiiniQ, luivc found, out .1 w«iv to niamifactuiG 
the wool of that country in calamancoes and seiges, as it may he an 
intioduchon to theu supplying themselves with woollen goods independ- 
ent of Emope B e theiefoie enjoin yon by all means po^ihle to dis- 
courage the same and direct you to send us pattern* of each «oit mill 
then puces Wc aie glad at the *ame fame to see that it i* youi opinion 
that these stuffs being made of a much finer soil of wool than that 


1 Pol. Diary 8 or 1731-33, 137 
' Fart Dim fill? of 1723, 25 
* Conip of fclwlmij Oil Tol 1 of 1 7 1C - 1 7231, 


: Pul. II, art 10 of 17CG-S7, 61 
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brought by Europeans, we can no way be affected in the quantity that 
we may -want to purchase 1 

Conit of Directors' letter, 7th March 1733, para 32, directs that 
the investment of Carmania wool be as considerable as possible upon 
the cheapest terms that the different circumstances will admit. 8 

Court of Directors’ letter, 15th Maich 173*1, para 32, is a repetition 
of outers for purchasing wool at Carmania on the cheapest tciins 
possible. 3 

Court of Directors’ letter, 11th Match 1735, para 50, approves of 
'the agreement made with the Dutch for buying m concert Carmania 
wool, the piice not to exceed thirty slialiees the man .* 

Couit of Directors’ letter, 2nd July 1736, para 33, represents 
Carmania wool to be a dull commodity and theicfoie must not exceed 
the limited piice 6 

Court of Directors’ letter, 5th April 1754, para S6, earnestly enjoins 
the endeavouring- to pioeuic all the Carmania wool possible. 0 

Court of Directors’ letter, 18th Maich 1768, para 47: Our 
servants at Busline were wrong in deviating from our orders with 
regard to the puce of Cai mania wool, for which we find they hare 
given Its. 6 the man instead of Bs. 5, more especially as wo wrote you 
it was an article in very little demand. They must therefore in future 
not exceed Rs. 5. 7 

The following is a specimen of the indenis sent from Bombay for 
Euiope goods : 

Bombay Government indent of goods wanted from England, April 
10th, 1741, per Jenny ketch to ho forwarded oveiland fiom Basra: 
Bioadclotli 454 bales: Scarlet 25 hales, each piece 17 yards long, 
the list to have black stiipcs and each bale to contain six pieces. 
Ordinary Ted 200 hales, each piece to he 22 yards, and six pieces in a 
bale, the list to be black Popinjay 125 bales, each piece 21 to 22 
yards long,, six pieces in a hale, and the list to be green and bine. 
Aurora 100 bales, each piece to be 21 or 22 yards long, the list black, 
and six pieces in a bale. Blue 2 bales, the length of each piece 16 yards, 
and six pieces in a bale, the list to be while and blue. Black 2 bales, each 
piece 16 yards, and six pieces in a hale, the list to he white and green. 
Perpets 125 hales : scailet 50, red 50, popinjay 20, and yellow 5. 
Elephants’ teeth 25 tons, thiee-fouitlis of which must lie sized, the 
remainder fiom 14 to 15 pounds to he free fiom flaws and of equal 
tliipkness. Iron 1 00 tons § wlieieof to be flat bars and £ square bars. 
Lead 160 tons, Steel 20 tons. Copper 30 tons 15 tons in lound plates 
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1 Comp. o£ Standing Old Vol 1 of 1710-172], 96, 

- Comp or Standing Ord Vol 1 of 1715 - 1721,96. 

3 Comp of Standing Old Vol 1 of 1716 - 1721, 03. 

1 Comp, .of Standing Old Vol 1 of 1715 - 1721, 09. Shahce, an imaginary coin in 
Gombroon, is equal to onc-*=evcntli of n Bombay inpee. Mil. Or. Com. 1. 121, 131. 

£ Comp of Standing Old Vol 1 of 171 G - 172], 100. 

0 Comp of Standing Ord Vol 1 of 1715 - 1721. 102. Pub Dep Court’s L. Vol. 4 of 
1752-1750,168. 

* Comp of Standing Old. Vol. 2 of 1769 - 178S, 112. Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 
1761 - 1768, 311. 
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I'li'iml 

n lii» nn ilium [mi'l of tb" Ho!i»m d'.i* C* nijTiv f ‘ i* - '1 * : 1 I 4 * 
v.iiu . lire nl> lii'li, line whit* n tl, !>•■: 'b J- ' 1 ***'} I"! ‘ M J ’> 
and ini. K-.i'-l-t, .it It- i H"- Jiiril H**l «>rdin ;i \ } •}> "JO ‘ ‘ 

j,t ]l«. £ li.i- tli** xanl Atirom a’ lb. tn* t - yul. I > rp l 

H.nlct at K- :><> ’tin- p-rt- l*i -] ''ii j i\ n>I .muI l*rt. -** *» \«*. . \.- .vt 

I!-. 1? tin- pine. I.-.i«l at IN. 10 i.ri. tn-> 3 

7m tin- Surat u.m Mi ilium of tin' 1' ‘ S'u-i* * ' ( 1 ■' : 

It~ 17 tin' j.iiti! '■ r, Lleplunt’i bith 1I‘.'>* t'i" tin Snt't . n.. 
Jr, .n at K-. fil ,J tls>> Surat / im >h C«]ij- r n. m-1 j*' •*» v-.'il * r . f. r 
.ill., 1 JS 111 ill • Sur.it till' -ijr ire pV> - a* II'.. ’“tl S.rr t 

Kill Inti at };> 1 1 i to K> til-* rut : W hit* l-.,'l fn."l K-. ! * 

IS till' cut , (JtmUih.r Ji- lilt t- 1 tli • Snri* in ir.* 

The two following c" trad' gne llu* onl> i* hy tl**_ ( n'lrt of 

Directors regarding freight* . 

Comt of Dm <-lnr-’ l,tt<r, Lnil April 1 7 J<*» t jmn i a \\ <* li ■[* du" 
c.ire n taken tint all no <1- * !** J*1 ** ‘1 ,,,s ‘ ^ " lir ’ 'N nre nwh 

ji-iv tin* u-inl freight from juit to js-r!, l**t tl* m l»‘l 'i"j t<> i ]n>iu 
tiny will, wo wvtiM Inn. iinlmly o\tu-«-d : 

l Van l of Pure to.-' loiter, r itli Mnnli 17?.r> {inn 7’ : A* an 

an-wer t*» tin* pangraph 1 1' 1 cnnivrning tl» ,- » nii' 4 l»"l nn luxe t.»t »'!i 

lei ding to freight lo enee'iraging mir *<nant- If -I'tiil -ncl' -ini'. or 
ji mi'l- on our sliij - to Smut or tl.e i* »-t n tllonv nl frei'ibt fr--'. xo 
imt.' no mamii'r of olijia lii«n to -tn U iv jirvt e«' jirini'li ,1 tli it ’* nut 
aim-oil, an,l due ca r e i« taken that all foil-, ir.,' _ il.eiil"-e, a* <1 
tr, i-nre -ent on our s-ldp or \r-«l* to li« pgd, 3b>l I «, .leM>. “t 
Tej -1 1 a® well as all brought from then, e pi\ tli« i ti-f* m ,ii fa ight ’ 

llu* follow mg c\traet* tli«»w the re-.tndioii'- jil'ml oil tl',' imjiort *r 
-iiip into Iinmlav : 

Sunt letter l« IJomlcn.Sth lV'iruary, If, 70 : A- to tin* it i« 
aln ail\ oi ile red to 1%' tli" CmnininV tsumivditv and wv would hiu j el 
in continue it. '1«» tlu- end vlut-,v\er w hnaiuht in fiutn .thinul 
mu-l pay P jier cent cti-tom, and if tint will not di-o .urn;.' the 
ineichnut- from hnni*iiip it in, yu inn«t iai-e the eu-tom Injrl'er to 
12 per root, till they It tot.ilh dncourat»ed Wo would luxe xoii 
Ftudy all ju-t and prudent mean- to improxe tint commwltty the most 
jou can to the Ccnnjnm 'a advantage. If \ou wnnt.aii} m.iternl 
from hence to be bought at the 1 «j- 1 hand, ndvi-e u- tlienssf and they 
thnll lie -ent you * 

Hie two following oi tiers relate to the cli-pneal of contraband good- • 

Court of Directors’ letter, 2tth March 1710, pira SI: All fjuods, 
after public notice, not landed at the wliaif, are niz.iUu.' 


> Sir Out li H S of lT.-l'X . 1T41. 

: Cmnji ot Standing Onl Vol 1 of 171C- 1721, lCn 
* Coin]) ct Staniliiic Orb Vol 1 of 17JC. 1“-1, 157 • ITS 
' t; unt Fict Out L. II 2 of lG7.">-7(i, 70 I'c-r, e tV Home Scr.c-, 1 . SJ. 
1 Ci'inp of Staiuling Old Vet. 1 of 171" • 1721, 1J5 
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Court of Diiector’s letter, 5th March 1724, para 25, directs that 
all unlicensed contiaband goods from Europe be seized. 1 

Next follow orders as to the storckeepci ’s lcspomubilitj' : 

Couit of Directors’ lettei, 24th Maich 1710, pai a 85: Take caie 
that whoever look after the stores, be charged with all they receive in, 
and discharged by only so much a« they can piovc to be dehveied out 
and be held accountable for the remaindci . 2 

The following extiacls show how the Europe goods impoitcd by the 
Company were disposed of : 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th November 1731 : This being 
the day appointed for the sale of the Ilonuuiablc Company’s woollen 
goods, lead non and copper leceivcd by tlieii ships Stidham and Cckliam 
the doois aie tin own open and the merchants aie called in and the 
woollen manufacture is then put up at the following pnecs : 

1. Auiora cloth at Its. 4 the 3 aid. 

2. Coarse reds and giecns at Rs. 2 Gas. the yaid. 

3. Scarlet cloth fine at Bs. 0 the yaid. 

4. Scarlet perpets at Rs. 30 the piece 

5. Scarlet perpets common colours at Rs. 17 the piece 

Tlnce per cent discount to be allowed on the sale and one yaid the 
piece on the cloth, the amount to be paid on the 31st Octobei next 
ensuing and the goods to be sent to Suiat at the Company's cliai ge 
aud risk. Nobody appeared to advance anything on the prices 
abovementioned, and Laldils, Frltmji, IJamanji, Navroji, Amhaidus, 
and Shivji being all severally asked if they would advance anj thing 
on the prices bufoi c mentioned, they all declined. The sale of the 
piece goods was tlicieCoic laid aside and the lead and iion aie next 
put up. Two-tlu ids non and onc-thnd lead, the w'holc to be divided 
into three lots, namely tw T o bundled Ichnndia of iron and one 
bundled khan din of lead. The iron at Rs. 62 and the lead at Rs. 90 
the Icliandi with an allowance of Rs. 3 per cent discount on the sale, 
the amount to be paid on the 31st October, and no man to hid less than 
a quaitci of a rupee a time, Laid. 5s Vithaldds appeals to be the 
highest bidder for the three lots as follow’s : 

1 For the first lot, lead Rs. 102J the lliandi , iion Rs. 721 
the klunuli. 

2. For the second lot, lead Rs. 103£ the kliandi , iron Rs. 73J 
the kliandi. 

3. For the Old lot, lead Rs, 101 the kliandi , iron Rs. 74 the 
Icliandi . 

The copper is next put up which Ldldus likewise buys on the same 
terms and conditions at Rs. IS the Surat man. The merchants are 
then oidered to witlidiaw. It is taken into consideration in what 
manner to dispose of the w’oollen manufacture, and, debating thereon, it 


1 Cnmp ol standing Old Yol. 1 o£ 1715 • 1721, 29. 

5 Comp. o£ Standing Old. Yol. 1 of 1710 - 1721, 113. 
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n oh=eived that tlierc appears a lepugnancy in the merchant- to offer for 
the Fame, beeau-c of the trouble* and unsettled condition of Surat ai/I 
- the eountiy about it winch ha 1 - been the ca c e im f c\ end year- pn-t no 
body over attempting to pui (.lia-ellinsc ■-oils of goods hut the Cnmpniiy’- 
biokei It i s tlierefoie agieed to call the biokei m and tee to what teims 
we can bring him for taking tlio=e Mf mu liandt as we may xvisuiwbly 
expect a fuilhei supply by the next ships fiorn England. AccoiilirgK 
h<* is calh’d m and a tender made him oi the said goods at the pi ices lie 
ga\c last year for the -ame snits. lie make- sundiy objections and 
mi >ie paitnulnilv to the quantity of auroras which he oh-on »■- are re u 
treble thenumbei that has lieen usually c enl of late j cai * 01 lndenlcdfor 
fiom hence, lw-ide- that considerable quantities of all soit= of cloth 
both Ficneh and Engli-h aie constantly bi ought from Jidda to th= 
Suiat liiaiket. Ilelikewi-o objects to the quantity of scarlet pci pels 
becau-c sundry pirtels of thn-e goods aie annually brought hom the 
other tide of India Upon the whole, after suudiy argument- u c cd, the 
brolcr is with much difficulty reminded to gi\c foi the following 
goods the follow ing prices • 


1 Aurora cloths Re. 1 -las. tho yaid. 

2. Gieen and led cloths Rs 2 lUrm the yard. 

3. Seal let perpets Its. 33 the jiiccc. 

4. Common colonic Rs IS the piece. 

For ten hale* of yellow cloth 25 pet cent, upon the invoice, reckoning 
Its 8 to a pound steilmg with othei usual allowances, and the amount 
of the whole to be brought to account the 31st October next. The 
Ecailet cloth, neither the broker nor any other mei chant would meddle 
w ltb on any account, alleging they aie much too fine and high priced 
fiom England for any maikct in these pruts, and we have no hopes to 
get them off oui hands bn-t-hy sending them to Persia 1 


Eomtoy Government Consultation, IStli February 1 731 ; This bemo- 
the day appointed foi the public sale of the iron, sugai, tuimciic, and mw 
silk lecened on our Honoumble Masters’ account by their ship Rnnal 
Guardian fiom Bengal, the doors aie tlnown open and the meichants 

are called m and the terms of rale explained to them, namely that the 

said goods weic to bo sold to the highest Inddei and tbiec months’ 
credit given for the raiment of the money The Fiigai was fust put 
up; one bundled bags in a lot at Rs. 12 the bag. Tlicie appealing 
no inclination in the merchants to advance on that price w e suspended 
the sale. TU next tued the iion putting it up fifty Ihnn'Us 
in a lot at Rs. do the limit th but theie appeared as little inclination 
m the meichants to kd foi that as the othei ; neithei did they offer 
the Bengal price foi the raw ^lk theicof. Itis agicedthat wesendnp 
tbete three aiticles to Suiat for sale lescmng seven bales of law silk 
for the use of our weaver,, to be dehraed to them at the pnee the 
others shall sell for at Surat. The ginger is then put up two huudied 

m a l0t ^ t* ?, e, * the , Surat man ^‘hen Ambaidas Taludas 
(Saklndds) appears to be the highest bidder for the whole paicel at 
Bs. 3 10m the Surat man. The tuimenc is put up likewise m one 


1 Pub Diary 4 o£ 1731, 142- Hi 
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parcel of 160 Surat Minus and Narandas Iland.is appears to be the 
highest bidder' at Its. 5 In. the men/. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1st November 1734* : Having put " 
oil till this day the sale of the cargoes of the Wilmington and Middlesex 
sundry mci chants who now attend are called m. After considering 
on what conditions to sell the goods so as to give satisfaction and 
encouragement to the merchants without pi oju dicing our Honourable 
Masters, the terms aie agreed and declaied to the merchants to be 
as follows : That twelve months 1 credit be given for the whole, an 
allowance of three per cent on eveiy article except the steel, one yaid in 
a piece of cloth to bo also allowed, the accustomary deductions to be 
made on such of the elephants 1 teeth as shall be broken or found under 
weight On such money as shall be paid before the expiration of the 
conti act, the interest shall bo discounted for the difference of time in 
pioportion to nine per cent pei annum, any pail of the goods shall he 
delivered here or at Surat, and the poison who buys the woollen goods 
and elephants 1 teeth Ehall take what of those goods may come on the 
King Willi'jm on the above terms the amount to be paid at the same time. 
The sundry goods aie then put up in the following manner and sold to 
the highest lnddeis at the puces undei mentioned : 

Woollen goods: Broadcloth, 2 bales mazarine blue, 15 bales 
soailet, 3 bales fine yellow, 2 bales winc-colonr, and 3 bales cmciald 
giccn, in all 25 bales of fine broadcloth at Its. 4 9 as. the yaid; 
15 bales middling red at Us. 2 15™. the yaul; 80 liales popinjay, 
G8 coarse red, and 7 yellow or in all 155 bales of oidinary bioadcloth 
at Its. 2 13™. the yard. Perpcls, 15 liales seal let at Its. 31 per 
piece ; 30 bales popinjay, 18 red, 3 chocolate, and 3 yellow or in all 51* 
bales of coarse porpets at Its 21 the piece. 

Elephants 1 teeth seven hundred and thirty-four pohe, about six 
hundicd and foity Suial man* at Us. 51 ins. the Smut man ; cake 
copper thirty Surat mans at Its. 21 the Surat man ; copper plates ten 
tons or six hmidied Surat wo as, namely 300 Suiat mans at Its 22 Cuts. 
the Suiat won, ‘and 300 Surat mam at Rs 22 6™. the Suiat 

man. Stecl-600 Suiat mans more or less, namely 300 Suiat mans at 
Its. 9 the Suiat 'man and the lcinnindcr at Us. 0 Id. the Surat man. 
lion 260 Surat, hhandis, namely 130 khamlis at. Its. 81- the hhaiuh and 
130 kliandis at Us. 85 8ns. the Jrhawh. Lead 1200 pain m tins at 
Its 7 13™. the palca morn, and 600 paha. mans at Its. 7 lias, the 
llumdir 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd October 1735 • At tbc 
request of some of the merchants having put off the sale of the goods 
received bv the Queen Gai olive and Seal boi ovgh to this day, it is now 
debated wlietlici or no to permit the export of lead and iion to the 
Marri tints 1 country. As we think the inconveniences in so doing 

would bo greatei Ilian the advantage winch wo might cxpeiicnco 
in the diffeicnco of the price it is resolved not to grant such license 
- for tlip piestmt, and tlic quantity of lead to he sold not being very 
groat and several of the meicliants having largo parcels lemainiiig 


Chapter II. 
Trade. 

Auction SalcB, 
1731 


1733. 


> Pub. Dicuy 7 of 1731, 40, 


s Pub. Diary 7 of 1731, 201 -200. 



BOMBAY TOWN 


[Histoucal 


120 


Chapter II 
Trade. 

Auction Salei, 
1735 




nnc 


of the last and former yeais 5 pui chases; it i« agiecd not to pait with 
that by us unless it will go off on as good teinir- as the last ycai s 
And having rceened only one soit of coppei by the Scurboi oiigli, winch 
is but a small quantity and the Honourable Company dnecting ns to 
send them a pai ticular of the produce of each sort, it is agreed to keep 
this till the Derby’s amval, ulicn the people having made trials oi 
both sorts we shall with moie certainty advise oui Honourable Masteis 
which is most propei for the market. The doois aie then opened and 
the sundry mciehants attending being called in, the teim- of sale arc 
dcclaied to be as follows. That the amount of the goods pm chased ! 
shall be paid the 31st October nest, thd usual deductions three per cent 
on eveiy aiticle (except the steel) and oitp ymd m a piece of cloth to lie 
allowed. That allowances aecoidmg to /the custom of Smat shall be, ' 
made on such of tlic elephants 5 teeth I as shall be found clacked ov\ 
undersized. That on such money as shall lie paid Lcfoic the 31st of < 
October next the mteiest '■hall bo discounted toi the diffeience of time ( 
at the late of 9 pei cent pei annum An^ jnarfc of’the goods shall he 
dcliveied eithei here or at Smat and the pci son who bm& the woollen 
goods and elephants 5 teeth shall take such quantity of those articles as 
may he on boaid the Derby at the same late they shall give foi these 
now to be sold and pay the amount at the sai\ lie ‘time ; and if she does 
not ainve befeie the 1st of Maich, it ‘•lull IktJ. Jn fljg buvei J s choice to 
take or lcfusc the elephants 5 teeth TFhoew C i puichii=es any pait 
of the goods, shall give such security for tl\ e amount as shall 1* 


approved of by the Boaid. The several goods aWe then put up to sale 
in the following manner and sold to the higl) ieb t bidders at the 
following puces . 


lion, 110 Surat Mianihs at Rs 78 the 
Re. 764, 110 at IJ« 764, aud 110 at Rs 78 
moie oi less - 300 at Rf.“s the man , 300 at Rs 7 
at Rs. t 15 as , 300 at Rs 8, and the lemamdei at 
upatRs i the paht man, hut nobody advancing up. 
sale of it is laid aside Hlenhants 5 teeth about 60 
Re 56^ the man. 


Sul - . lihantli , 110 at 
Sl-vel,V>00 Siuat moni 
a<t the man , 300 
R= 8. Lead put 
>n that puce, the 
Ijaiiffrr iiak*s at 


i 



the yard Oidmaiy 52 hales popinjay, 57 icd, and 5 

all 11>1 at Rs. 2 J the yaid Pei pets scailct 8 bales _ 

piece. Ordinary U bales icd, 3 yellow, 28 popinjay, and 3 blue 
all J8 Wes at E? 17 the piece When Manukji Jiavi oji appearing 1 
tte highest biddci they aie sold to him as follows ■ Pme cloth, 23 bales at 
i f ilie yard; auroiaSS bales at R*?. 3 13/7 s the yaid > oiduiai 3 r 
114 bales at Rs 2 14us the yaid , pei pet scailct 8 bales at Rs 32 the 
piece; and peipet oidmaiy -J1 bales at Rs. 22 the piece 1 

Court of Directors 5 letter, 22nd December 1736, para. 13 Wc 
appiovc of giving the most public notice to all the meiehantsat 
fruiat ot the sale of oui goods which must he continued exposing them 


bales at Rs aw the 



i Pub Diary 5 of 1734-33, 237- 22p. 



Materials. | 

AND ISLAND. 121 

to view, a convenient time beforehand, to all comeis. Selling them 
willr all faults is the fairest method and least liable to exception or 
imposition. By this means all after-allowances will he avoided whereby 
we suITcicd to a great amount in the elephants' teeth and perpets by 
the Scarbotovgh : Rs. 10 a man on the teeth for cracked pieces and 
Es. 7 a piece on 475 pieces of perpets being touched with the worm. 
We open and examine all goods wo receive flora the several parts of 
India before the sale, and separate the damaged from the sound, and 
sell the damaged, as such, whcieby the buyers are not imposed on, and 
wc obtain the full value. This is a practice we lecommcmnd as worthy 
of your imitation. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1737: Tins 
being the adjourned day for the sale of all the caigoes of the late 
amved ships, the sundry meichants attending aie called in and after 
some discourse with them concerning the lei ms of sale, they are declared 
to be as follows : That the amount of the goods purchased slinll be 
paid on the 31st October next discounting interest at the late of 9 per 
cent per annum on all sums paid in before that time, one yard to be 
allowed m every piece of cloth, and three per cent lebate on all the goods, 
the steel only excepted. A reasonable abatement to be made for any 
damage that' shall appear in the cloth or perpets on delivery. The 
elephants' teeth to he taken with, all faults, but those undeisize shall 
be dehvcied accoiding to established custom The goods to be delivered 
either here oi at Siuat free of charges but the whole to be weighed 
heic and also the damage adjusted on the cloth and the buyer to 
leceivc them fiom the warehouse wutliin one month fiom the time of 
sale and before they aie taken away to give such security as shall be 
approved by the Boaid. The conditions of sale being thus explained 
to the meichants, the goods weie at their lequest divided into lots 
and put up in the following manner, -when the lots W’Cie sold to 
the respective highest bidders. Elephants' teeth 600 Surat mans, 
more or lc^s, sold at Ks. 50 4 the Siuat man. Iron 440 Sui at hhantlis, 
of which two lots of 110 each, sold at Es. 88 the Suiat kfuiviii and one 
lot of 110 at Es 87^ an< l 0110 °f HO at Es 87. Steel 1200 Surat 
mans, of which three lots of 300 each, sold at Es. 6 Gas. and one of 
300 at Es. 6-.4us. Eed lead 100 cwt. at Rs. 15 12ws. pei cwt. The 
woollen goods weie then put up at the following puces, it being 
giecd that tlie purchaser of the present goods shall take what theie 

ay be of Jlic like soits on boaid the Ueathcote on the same teims, be 
jeiug allowed one year’s time from tlicir delivery. Auroias 39 bales 
fine at Rs 3 Gas. the yaid and 31 oidinary at Rs 3 3«s Bed 2] 
bales fine at Rs. 2 Gas. tlie yaid and 28 oidinary at Rs. 2£, popinjay 
83 bales at Es. 2-} the yaid and yellow 3 bales at Rs. 2\ the yard. 
Scailel 15 bales at Rs. 30 the piece; and popinjay 30 bales, led G, and 
yellow 3 or in all 39 bales at Its. 17 the piece. To advance one anna 
the yaid on the elotli and half a rupee the piece on tlie perpets. None 
of the merchants olfeied to advance any tiling which obliged us to 
decline the sale and tlie purchaser of tlie last year's paicel declares 
he has now remaining thereof upon liis bands upwards of 200 bales. 


1 Comp, ot Standing Oul. Vol 1 of 1715-1725, 72 
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The proposals o£ the Sinai merchants arc so exceedingly low that we 
judge it better to wait some time Iongei in hopes Lettci prices may be 
offered than accept of tho=e. It is agieed lliat m our nest letter 
to Suiat we direct the gentlemen to use their utmost endoavour= for 
bringing the merchants theic to better terms and in the meantime the 
Piesident is desired to do the like with the mcrelunts here 1 

Court of Directois’ Letter, fith February 17*10, paragraph 52. We 
hav e no objection to your allowing the buv ers six or tvvelv e months’ 
time to take the goods away, but then no part must be dclneied upon 
any pretence whatsoever until the full amount of each pail i c paid for, 
and for a further encouragement to the buyers, and in older to a 
speedy clcaiance of the goods, we are willing to allow a discount of 
nine per cent to such buj ers as take them an ay inllim six months, and 
but six per cent to such as take them away witlun tnehe months after 
the sale. 2 

Court of Directois’ letter, 6th February 17-10, paragraph 51 We 
recommend it to you again to Eell all our goods bv auc tion at Bombay 
agreeable to our former ordeis Nothmg can be more foi our interest 
than to make Bombay the mart of your side of India 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th October 17-10. Auction 
sale of the Honourable Company’s goods • Iron 92 1 limuh * of wlucli 
3 lots one of 12 and two of 20 each weic sold at IU 300 the Ihnivh , 
one of 20 at Hs. 101$ and one of £0 at 300$. Steel S00 Surat mans 
of which 200 weie sold at Rs 5f the Surat man, 200 at Its. 5 13 <jt, 
200 at Rs. 6$, and 200 at Its 6\* 

This is (27th August 1743) to give notice that on Monday 2nd 
November ensuing (1741) will be put up at public auction by the 
Honourable tlic President and Council of Bombay m the Council 
Chamber at Bombay, the following goods moie or loss in quantity on 
the following terms and conditions The highest bidder to be the pur- 
chaser, no allowance for lobatc to ho made on any article, the goods 
to he permitted to lie one year in w areliouso after the expiration of 
which, what shall be found remaining will be again sold and the loss 
that anses charged to the purchaser or contrail w ire he lo have Die 
benefit A discount of nine pci cent to be allow ed reich buyer as takes 
lus goods away within six months and but six per cent to such as 
take them away within twelve months. Any pail of the good*- to be 
delivered in Surat within twelve months on the Company’s usk fiee 
of duties, provided conveyance offer The amount wanted to he taken 
out of the warehouse to be paid for befoic delivery. Eveiy poison to 
declare at the time of sale Ins or others interest in the puicliase 
Paiticulais of the goods are as follows. Ron 6323 cwt, lead 2002 
cw t , steel 3 14 cwt , cochineal 506 pounds, elephants’ teeth 1140 cwt 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5tli January 17*12 The President 
acquaints the Board that on reconsidering the resolution of putting 
tlie woollen goods up in lots, and apprehending that some part might 
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• Corap of standing Ortl Vol 1 of 1715- 1721, 77. 

3 Comp of Stmdinc Ord Vol 1 of 171 ” - 1721, 7u 

<Puli Diary 13 of 1730-40, 37’ 3 , icc. Out L B 8 of 173S-I7II 



Materials I 


AND ISLAND. 


123 


fall into such hands as may not he able to pay for them, he hints it 
might ho most eligible as one of the conditions of sale to make the 
merchants give security to take away their goods within a time limited. 
By this means the Honourable Company would be no suffereis b} 7 those 
purchasing who aie piompted to it only for credit sake. He thcicfoie 
deques the opinions of the Boaid who alter debate, judging 
that such a declaration would piejudice the sale by hindering some 
people from bidding who would else clear the warehouses within the 
time pi escribed, it is agreed to decline such a procedure at present as, 
till the money is paid, the cloth will of itself he security to our 
Honourable Mastcis, and, should any mconvemencies arise, the same be 
remedied at the next sale since this is the fiist time the Company's 
woollen manufacture has been divided into lots. The doors being then 
thrown open and the mercliants admitted, they were acquainted with 
oui desig n of dividing the goods into lots which are to be composed of 
fine and coaise cloth intermixed. But they requesting to have the 
superfine sold separate, the same was agreed to and the terms of sale 
declared to be as follows • That the goods should be permitted to lie one 
year in the Company's warehouse alter which what should he found 
remaining should he lesold and the loss, if any, charged to the purchaser 
or contraiywise he to have the benefit. One j'aid to be allowed in 
every piece of cloth, and a regular delnciy to be made of the whole 
within two months after which all damage or loss (saving what may 
happen through fire or other accident not to be foreseen or guarded 
against) to be on the purchaser's risk ; 9 per cent to be allowed to such 
buyer as takes his goods away within six months and but 6 per cent 
to such as let them lemain after the expiration of the first six months 
fiom the day of sale j any part to be delivered at Surat within the 
space of twelve months on the Company's risk, provided conveyances 
offer j no pait to he delivcied before the money is paid. It t was 
conceived no moie woollen goods would he sold upon the Honourable 
Company's accounts until the end of October next. 1 

Court of Directors' Letter, 13th March 1 7 43 paragraph 33 : When 
any of the buyers refuse to pay for goods by the limited time, 
follow our method lieic by leselhng the goods, and charge them for the 
difference. In case they do not make us full satisfaction, give 
public notice forbidding them or any other person on their account to 
purchase at our sales for the future, and prosecute such delinquents 
m a legal way for tlio loss we may sustain and in order to deter 
others fiom tlie like unfan' practice.® 

The following Older relates to the allowance made to Company's 
servants buying goods from the warehouses : Couit of Diieetois' 
letter, 21st Febiuavy 1717, paiagraph 32. We find in paragraph 36 
per Stanhope, you allow the Company's servants two per cent on 
what goods the}- buy out of our warehouse, because Rdma IC&m&ti had 
the same. Your Consultation of the 6th September takes notice that 
be bad it and therefore our servants should. How it came that be was 
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allowed it doth not appear in that Consultation, but it is said otheis 
had it hoi. It is very piobable that the pieccdcnt was taken from the 
brokers at Sui at, when tlicy bought an} of our goods, who thereby 
losing their own pciquisite foi selling them on our account, and 
because they paid ready money, and a great pi ice for them, as in the 
instance of Rustam's buying a large quantity of cloth, bo insisted 
on and had that allowance as also another of a yard on a piece ; per- 
haps also an allowance of two pci cent to Rdma, was to encourage 
the takinsr of quantities, and at the better prices. On the whole 
we aie willing to put our sonants on the same footing with other 
meicliants, they paying down ready money. We expect that you lake 
caie we be faithfully dealt with and do not suffer by tins indulgence, 
for time hath been, and we lia\e complained of it, that an example 
had been made on one account to make it a piccedent for another. 
Though we arc pcisuaded better things of you J et wo hint the 
caution 1 

The following extracts lelatc to various kinds of goods imported 
into Bombay : 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2Stli Noi ember 1735: The 
waiehouse-kccpci acquaints the Board that be has received into the 
waieliousc fiom Rcvjidds Ambaidas Si cwt. and 16 lbs of aloes which 
appear very good in their land. It is thcrefoic agreed to take them 
on the Honourable Company's account at the late of Rs 8 the man 
gioss of -18^ sen, being mans. 208 and 9 sen amounting to Rs 16G3 
1 qr 93 res, which the tieasury is duected to dischaigc 2 

Bombay Lettei to the Couit, 24th January 1677 We ha\ e lately 
disposed of pictty good quantities of Eui ope goods, 2000 man s of 
non, 1000 mans of lead, and 150 pieces of broadcloth, 200 pieces of 
howdy and 50 pieces of icd pcipetuanoes Besides we aie daily selling 
off the old lcmams of perpctuanocs or w'hicli we have almost 300 pieces 
by us, but most of them sadly damaged by w oi ms and carelessness. If 
possible we will put them off though at low lates bcfoie the next 
ships amve Oui Noiwich stuffs go off pietty well, paitly to the 
Poituguese but most upon the island, the vend of which we do much 
cncoiuage by wearing it for the most pait oui«ol\es In a short time 
the greatest pait will be disposed of. Wc do believe we may be able to 
sell 100 pieces yearly, this being no commodity foi the natives, nor 
colouied cloth of which a small quantity will be sufficient We will 
likewise induce all the officers and soldieis to appeal cveiy mustci-day 
in a led coat, and do intend to make all people who lecenc pay of the 
Company, take a coat or two yeaily, w'hicli will insensibly carry oft a 
good quantity. Oui iron w c are forced to sell at near pume cost by 
which we shall be able to dispose of great quantities; foi then it will 
spoil the vend of country iion becoming almost as cheap and is far 
more beneficial than for youi Honours to send o\er*so much ieady 
money Our lead we Eold at the Surat price, but then we save the 
custom and charge and bung tiado and credit to the port Oui cloth 
which was the coaisest bales at Rs. 3} thojuid S months time, bowdy.it 
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Rs. 2v the yaid and led perpetuanoes at Its. 1-j same time to receive it by 
the tillct or bale We expecting 1 the ship Fonnosa from China with 
Japan copper shall dispose of all our plates which is 329, that copper 
which is m bars being only proper to make pice, being less loss and 
the plates selling hero for more/ 

Letter from the Couit of Diicctors to the Lieutenant-General 
and Pi esident and Council of Bombay and Surat, dated London 27th 
October 1693 : Of the said manufactures we have made large pro- 
vision already and shall therein fully comply with our obligation to 
tlieir Majesties. So that if you liav e any sort of English manufaeluics 
by you after so many expicss orders wo have given you to sweep our 
waichouscs of such goods, you will be very much to blame. 2 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 1 8th December 1724: We 
arc in want of some duttj-s proper for cmbaling our piece goods, the 
manufacture of the island; suppty us with 10 coige of 36 covits 
long and 2 covits broad, being esteemed the most fit for that use. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27tli February 1735 : The 
Picsidcnt acquaints the Boaid that aurora cloth being sold m Persia 
among the coarse and yielding no moic than 21* and 26 shahccs the 
yaz, he had offered those now in warehouse and designed for Persia 
to be sold to the mcichants of Bombay and had prevailed upon Shiv ji 
Dharamset to give Its. per yaid on having the usual allowance 
-of three per cent and one yard in a piece, lie paying for the same the 
last of October. As these teims aie moie advantageous than the 
cloth would be sold for in Persia, it is agreed to accept of them 
accordingly. 1 

Bombay Government Diary, 20th October 1735 : Received a letter 
from Mr. Hugh Bid well enclosing bill of exchange for Rs. 2S14- and 
61 pice being the amount of 2U bales ol tannalis bought for the use of 
the island which lie icady for a conveyance. As regards the bill drawn 
on Suiat Factory not being immediately accepted, to prevent any 
inconvenience happening by the like in futuic he desires wo will give 
ordeis that he had a good parcel of the Byiampauts and Guinea 
stuffs in waichousc and hope to complete the investment in time, and 
desued our oidcrs to forwaid the same hither. 5 

Bombay Government Diary, 22nd October 1733 : Read the letter 
fiom Mr. Hugh Bidvvell of Cambay received the 20th instant The bill 
drawn by him in favour of the Picsidcnt and Mr. Lambton for 
Rs. 2814 and 61 pice the amount of 20 bales of tannalis bought for 
the use of the island, being presented is accepted and ordered to be 
discharged. 6 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th December 1747: The 
general storekeeper representing a want of 400 pieces of dangri as 
likewise led and. white goats’ skms, 15 corge of each, as those last 
received from Suiat vveie all black instead of those sorts which were 
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paiticulaily indented for, it is diicctcd that the Chief and factors at 
Smat bo oideied to comply therewith by the first nppoitumty 1 

Bombay Government Diary, 15th Januaiy 1748 • Received a letter 
from the Chief and factois at Smat, mfoimmg us that the goat skins 
they sent down on the 7th of Ootobci and 27th Novombei last, wcie 
coufoimahle to our indent of the 10th August 2 

Bombay Go\ eminent Consultation, 29th March 174S It is agieed 
that we wnlc to the Chief and factois at Suiat to send hithei 00 shawls 
of soils and 600 pieces of dultys wanted foi the sen ice of our waic- 
house. 5 

Bombay Diaiy, 20 th Doccmbei 1774 : On the 26th December 1774 
'■amc to hand by patavuir a letter fiom the Resident dated the Rid 
Decumbei m which he desued us as soon as possible to send 200 
pieces of scailct peipets foi the use of the Nabob of Onor.* 

Bombay Lcttei to the Coiut, 19th Mai ch 1677 * Whensoever your 
ships come out not full laden, we think it w ould be very necessary to 
fill up the iemamder with sea coal This wall not only he neecssaiy 
stoics of filing in case of a siege or wai with our neighbouis, but be as 
uscl.nl upon any other occasion as these country coals, being in a 
manner as cheap 5 

Couit of Diicctors’ Letter, 12lh Maich 1730, paiagraph 51 • At the 
request of sevcial persons concerned in sending out coral, fearing that 
their letums in diamonds may not he advantageous, we have agieed 
to peimit them to pay the produce into our cash, foi which we duect 
(if they desire it) to give them bills of exchange upon 11 s, diaw n m 
the usual foim and teim at two shillings and six pence the rupee ® 
Couit of Dnectois’ Letter, 15th March 1734, paragraph 63 : The 
coxal mcichanls ha\ e repiesented that they labour under some liaidships 
in that tiade, so as not to alfoid the present duties payable on that 
article upon exportation from hence and at our settlements abroad. 
And being walling on our paits to secuie that biancli of tiade in its old 
channel, wc hereby direct that you charge only four per cent duty 
(for oui account) upon all coral and coial beads impot ted at your place 
or at Suiat, and that our Piesidcnt (instead of two and a half) take no 
more than two per cent commission tor his shaie. 7 

Couit of Directors’ Letter, 6tli January 1738, paragraph 76 ■ As 
coral is sometimes consigned your way, on its paying the duty of foui 
pei cent on the sale (as it does at Port St Geoige) you must grant lulls 
upon us for the produce, on its being paid into our cash at two 
shillings and five pence the rupee, oath being made theieto. 8 

Court of Directors’ Lcttei, 30th Juno 1769, paragraph 11 : This 
paragiaph revokes the license foi the traders in coral lmpoiting (in 
England) gold or silver in specie or bullion, duty free 9 
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Court of Director^ Letter, 15th September 1769 : Tlie coral mer- 
chants have presented a memorial to us, desning we would facilitate 
the means ol having their remittances made to them in return for their 
coral. We cannot make a particular exception in their favour fiom 
our general oidcrs respecting the remittances, but recommend it to you 
to consider them as entitled to every indulgence in this respect, and if 
you can open any new channel for furnishing them with diamonds, or 
can contribute to the safety of their transpoitation to our settlement, 
you will render a very essential service to this country, which is much 
benefited by their commeice. 1 

Couit of Diiectors' Letter, 7th February 1772, paragraph 30 : It 
having been rcpicsentcd to us by seveial of the tiaders m coial that 
when any coial manifested for Madias or Bengal has been landed at 
Bombay from any of our ships, it has been customary for the Governor to 
draw the usual commission at Bombay. As the like commission is 
charged on the sale of the coral at the place it is onginally consigned 
to the traders aic put to a double expense in that lcspcct Of this 
we do not approve and therefore direct that the Governor of Bombay 
do in future desist from charging any commission on such coral as may 
be consigned to Foit St. George or Bengal and laden on any of 
our ships bound from hence to Bombay. Care must be taken that 
such coial be sent round agreeable to its consignment on one of our 
ficighted ships, free of any charge to the merchants who oxport that 
aitiele from England. 2 

Court of Directors' Letter, 11th March 171-2, paragraph 31 : Copper 
bearing so good a price as Es. 72 a cwt. our late President and Council 
acted light in desiring Bengal to send a thousand mans on the 
Iialli fax? 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th October 1776: The Presi- 
dent lays before us an account of the copper belonging to the Honourable 
Company now remaining in waieliouse amounting as partieulai ised m 
the said account to the very great sum of Rs 19,1:3,948-2-19. He 
pioposes as the only method to prevent the impoitation of the article 
by prii ate merchants, owing to which the sale of the Company's 
coppei is greatly obstructed, to laise the import duty to 20 per cent 
both at this place and Suiat. This is agiced to as we think it a better 
method than a total prohibition, and the necessary ordcis must be 
issued for this puipose, 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7tli November 1777 : Read a 
letter fiom Mr. Andiew Reid that he has found by experience that the 
advanced duty of twenty pei cent laid upon the copper imported at 
this place has proved totally ineffectual to answei the end we intended. 
Notwithstanding every effort there is no possibility of preventing 
this aitiele fiom being introduced into the country not only from 
Surat but fiom. Damau and several other poits As by persisting 
in demanding this duty the Company will be deprived of the customs 
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they might* icech c 5£ the fluty wasmoic moderate, without leaping 
any benffit to con ntci balance this loss, it is unanimously iesnt\ed to 
lower the duty to 30 per cent lint only on ill Real's coppci, but on all 
that may in luluic be impoited 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th Noscmbei 1777 : A quan- 
tity of old copper banner been expoitcd fiom Mokha, the Custom 
Mastoi inquests to know w bother the ad\ anuecl duty is to he let led 
thereon In leply he is acquainted that this duty was meant to 
prevent the importation of coppei of Eurojie winch cannot he effected 
by the old coppei in question, on which he is thciefoic to let y only 
the former duty o£ six pei cent. 2 

Bombay Letter to Court, 10th March 1677 : We can dispose f'J 
or 50 small guns yeaily to \eiy good piofit Let not tl. u « bigse-t be 
above 8 °r 9 cut. and let 25 nr 30 be fiom 1 to 3 cwt cat, 'h, M c can 
also sell 20 or 30 small ancliois fiom 4 to .... weight each 

Couit of Directors’ Leitci, 31th Match 1712, paragiapli 35 The 
fall of lion by large impoits to Its 68 a UiantH we must submit 
to, not doubting the maikets will mend as thcie is gieat consumption 
constantly of that useful meichandise 4 

Bombay' Government Consultation, 29tli September 1736 : As it 
hath been maliciously and unjustly' insinuated that too large an abate- 
ment w as made foi the damage on the Honourable Company's elephants' 
teeth sold last year, to pievcnt any toom for suspicion of that kind for 
the future, the Scuetaiy is directed to gi\e public notice that wc will 
make no abatement for any teeth that may be cracked, but niily foi 
such as me under weight But that the buyeit take them with all 
faults and that the pui chasers may have no* loomfoi complaint, the 
mei chants aie at libeity to view the goods bofbi'e the sale which lie 
ready in the warehouse for that pm pose * 

Couit of ©11001018' Letter, 11th Mai eh 171-2, paragraph 37 ■ By 
encouraging profits on elephants' teeth and the \ciy laigc stock on 
hand ha'ing a quick vend, we are induced to supply' you wutli all that 
was procurable on moderate teims c 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th Januaiy 1712 The 
President opens tins meeting with acquainting the mcmbeis that ins 
principal design in calling them together was to consulei on the means 
of transpoit for our Honourable Mastoi s' elephants' teeth which wcic 
landed at Telheheuy fiom tbo GodnljjJim and lately' hi ought lntbei on 
the Onslow In Consultation of the 12tli instant wc piopo«=ed sending 
these teeth to Surat on some of the cimzers But as at present tiom 
the numbers of the Mardthds said to be in the neighbourhood, and the 
uncertainty we aie undei of their designs so vanously lepoited, it 
cannot be thought piudent to divest om selves of the countenance ot 
our vessels by employing them on any distant senico On the othci 
hand the forwaidmg the teeth so as they' may ainvc liefore the existed 
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Bengal shipping (who possibly may bring some) will bo a means of 
advantage in the sale. He had fchciefoie been induced to have recouise 
to Mi. Sterling supercargo of the ship Pi nice Ed waul now in poit 
who is bound hither, and he declaring his readiness to cany them 
without any claim of freight, he (the President) leaves it to the consi- 
deration of the Board whether it may not be eligible to embrace this 
oiler of conveyance. The Boaid reflecting that should tins opportunity 
be slipped, we cannot pietend to sa} r when another will present nsfiom 
what premised it is certain our vessels cannot be spared at least whilst 
those rumours subsist, thcrefoic agiecd that the elephants 1 teeth be 
laden on the Pi nice Ed waul with all possible expedition. And, for the 
betlei security of the ship, that the liomhay and Restoiahon grabs be 
ordered to see her as high as St. Johns (Sanjdn) which is thought far 
enough to *secure ' her against any attempts of the enemy and then 
return to their station of the Breach and Mdlnm bar. 1 

Court of Directors 1 Letter, 1 1th March 1742, paragraph 36 • Lead 
fetching an extraoi dinary good price, we have sent as much of that 
article as our ships could conveniently carry. 2 

Suiat Diary, 22nd August 1719 : Our brokers have brought in 
several parcels sail cloth which we have agreed with them for at Its. 21 
per corge of 400 covits. The same is now soited and made up into 
1 2 bales to be sent to Bombay. 3 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 7th August 1731: We dcsiic 
you would send some sealing wax for the Secretaires office. 1 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 1 4th August 1676 : The juice of tobacco 
you aie in want of, is not here piocuiable at this season of the year; 
but we have by this beai er sent you 7 sc> s of China roots. 5 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 23rd Eebruaiy 1726; Provide and send 
us down as oppoitumty shall oiler 160 bales of 1500 mans of tobacco of 
the lust second and thud sort, 50 bales of each 0 

Court of Directois 1 Lcttci, 21st January 1703, paragraph 6: This 
paiagraph directs to send them by every shipping laige samples of the 
soits and colours aud prices of all woollen goods vendible, and all other 
Europe commodities 7 

Cnmt of Directors 1 Letter, 4th June 1703, paragraph 30 : We 
recommend to you to use your utmost endeavours m promoting the 
.vend of our woollen and other manufactures as much as possible, we 
being obliged (as you -will see by the Charter) to expoit yearly one- 
tenth pait in the pioduct and manufacture of England. Wherefore 
advise us yeaily what quantities and soits of goods we shall send. 
In this be very particular, and though it be more tiouble to us heie 
in purchasing them than bullion, and also to you, putting them off, 
yet we should not omit sending as much as can be vended, although 
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they should produce no more than bullion, because of the advantage 
■which the expense of our own manufacture bungs to this nation. 1 * 

Court of Directors' Letter, 21st February 1717, paiagraph 27 
This paragraph is a continuation of the order for patterns of the 
colouis and soits of woollen goods 8 

Court of D Hectors' letter, 20th March 1717, paiagraph 26 We 
have often acquainted you that u e must send out quantities of u oollcn 
goods yearly to India m piopoition to our oxpoit. Therefore the first 
care is to get it off, and leave empty warehouses to lcceive what comes 
the following year. The next is to get a handsome price for it. , but so 
far as the cheapness will enlarge the consumption on your side (so as 
not to prejudice the sale of what we send to other paits), we could be 
content to let it go at a less piofit Otherwise you ought to make 
the most of it, first talcing care all goes off from time to time. 3 

Court of Directors' Letter, 4th November 1719, paiagiaph 23 : 
This paragraph is a continuation of formei oidcrs for sending home 
patterns of every species ot woollen goods, to de=cnbe the colouis 
liked or disliked, and to mention the hale number and mailc of the 
cloth it was cut fiom, and by what ship with the invoice price , if of 
the stuffs, the number of the bale, the puce, and by what sbij> 4 
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Section V.— Industries. 

I. Weaving. 

The following extracts relate to tile encouragement of cotton and 
silk weaving on the island of Bombay * 

Surat Letter to Bombay, dated Swally Marine 24th October 1672 : 
The 12 bales of baftas, manufacture of the island, arc received onshore ; 
the 40 or 50 bales that (you) may have more in readiness we could 
Wish they were sent off to the ships as they return to you ; but if that 
cannot be, we will have it in remembrance to appoint some ship to 
leave room for them. 1 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 15lh February 1676 : This is to desire you 
to send us up an account how many coige of broad and how many 
corgc of nanow baftas you can make against next year on the island 
of its own true and pure manufacture. For we do not dcsiic that 
your broker should endeavour to buy any cloth whatever in Broach 
Cambay or other bazdis as formerly he did of his own head and without 
ordeis. For thcicby the Company’s investments here have been hindered 
and the price of cloth raised upon them. We would have you keep your 
weaveis to their fineness, goodness, strength, and price of their cloth, 
such as used to be made when the President was there ; for we are fully 
assured that if you look well to them, the island can afford as good 
cloth as any made in India j also we would have you encourage the 
weavers so much as possible. This affair we heartily commend to your 
serious considerations. 2 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 14 th .Tune 1676: We formerly desii'ed 
you to send us an account of bioad and narrow baftas we might expect 
irom you as the pure manufacture of the island, but you ha\e hithcito 
omitted it We expect it in answer hereunto. 3 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 4tli November 1676 : Notwithstanding 
wc wiote you long since to send us an account what calicoes anil 
other Europe goods wc might expect from you, yet hitherto you have 
omitted it. We must needs complain of much neglect in the calico 
investment. We aie assured if you and your biokers there would be 
as industrious as you ought in inviting and encouraging weavers to 
settle with j ou, that manufacture of calicoes would be increased much 
more than it is. We desire you theiefoic seriously and earnestly to take 
this affair into your consideration and to use all 3 ust means possible to 
invite and encourage weavers of all sorts to inhabit on the island. If is our 
opinion that seeing the country of Shiydji and Deccan is harassed and 
much ruined by the wars, if you did employ some poisons to invite the 
weaveis of those paits to come over to you, they would gladly accept 
it only for a secure livelihood sake. Whci eforc use your endeavours 
heicin We give you notice that it is the Company’s particular direc- 
tions to us to procure as many dangii weaveis to settle on the 
island as we can in lcgaid that commodity is .in request to whom 
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also we w ould have jou procure as many pautka weavers as a on can j 
foi they also will be neccssarj* ; and assure yoursehes what industry 
and ingenuity you employ m tin** affair will l«e well c-tcemcd l>y tour 
Honourable blasters anti by ourselve*. For a our l vetter supply of 
cotton jam for the keeping the said w cat ers at work we shall send jou 
down by the llot-ih a considerable parcel of B.ijapui jam which will 
be with jou in a few daj*s after receipt of this letter, whereof what is 
propei to bo delivered out to the w cat cis for the making anj- sort of 
calicoes lit for Europe aho\ e mentioned, vve w ould lw\ e j*on c o dispose of 
and the remainder l>e sold to the Comp mj ’s be>-t advantage J n the mean 
time fail not to gel reulj* what biftas bio id and narrow* jou have 
provided for England to be sent up by the llvinl whom jou must not 
fail to dcspiteli so soon a« jou conveniently tan that the goods may 
nrri\c tnnelj* with us and that the Jloiiih maj* 1« serviceable in lidmg 
the ships Otherwise the Compiny will be put to the charge of 
hiring boils To tin* end you must quicken j*our dull and dilatorj* 
brokei Giidliar, who too much wants a spur in all business that relates 
to the Companj 1 

Surat Letter to Bombaj*, lltli November 1076 : We now* send j*on 
the Jloifth laden with 65 parcels of Kajupnr cotton J.arn, imoico 
whereof goes encloseil .amounting to It* 1203 and IS picc. Tho 
said cotton yarn j*ou must dispose of among the weavers on the island 
to lie made into calicoes proper for England. 2 

Bombaj* Letter to the Couit, 2 1th January 1677 • Wo have this 
j*car sent up to Surat above 2000 pieces of luftas all made by the 
weavers of the island that have been induced to come and inhabit 
here, formeilj* the brokei foi bis credit’s sake deceived us with Cambay 
cloth instead of Bombaj*. This docs but hinder the Surat investment 
though we believe it not verj* cheap, v*et suppose it not cxtnonluiary 
dear, the vv envois’ charges of 5 pel cent enhancing the pike, which 
LiUinot j'ct lw lcmoved, thej* at Inst wanting encouragement to their 
repair hither. Besides that, we have hopes to make cloth cheaper than 
hitherto, there having not been am* factors who have had judgment to 
oveiseo such a vv oik and d.ulv to superintend the weavers, but have lieen 
forced to conlidc m the broker who perhaps may bo as honest as others, 
j et. few* or noue of that piofcssion, if business lie wholly cntiu e tod to 
them, but wall pay tbeniseli es extraordinarily foi their p iin«. Whereas 
wo do now intend when vve can procure littmg persons (the island being 
at present in great want of able factors) to set them over the weavers, 
who shall deliver out the cotton lij* weight, learning how many threads 
go into every piece, receiving it again "by weight and talc of threads, 
and allowing so much per piece for vv cav ing according to its fineness 
which is but a small matter and easily leamt, and there can be no 
deceit or ovei -reaching. This we esteem a very neeessaiv* work. 
\Vo have great hopes to give your Ilonoui* much satisfaction in the 
lneicase of the cloth investment oil the island, though wc find it 
difficult to induce vveaveis to leave their ancient limitation*, it. King 
inbred in all people to esteem no place like home. Yet if we do not 
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fall out with Shivdji, we dare promise three times the quantities as this , 
year sent. We are induced to say i£ no quarrel linppen between us and 
Shiva ji, because we shall be foiccd to make the gieatest part on the 
other side of the Bay, about 2U miles up the rivet of Sdlsetto, wlieiu 
we have got together a good paicel of weavers whom we cannot yet 
persuade to come over, though we have hopes in time to effect it. How- 
cvei the 5 per cent which w'e now put upon the cloth for weavers will 
be taken away, instead of which we must pay 2 per cent to Sluv&ji 
and peiliaps 2 or 3 per cent moie for chaiges ; yet if wc paid 15 per 
cent, it will bear less than the expenses of any factory. Then it 
will be objected, the cloth is bought by that expense cheaper than the 
island cloth. To this we answer that we have yet piobablc hopes to 
equalise the cheapness of other factories' cloth. For, besides the leason 
above given, w r e have hopes to have our cotton yam come cheaper to 
us than it hitherto has done ; so that at leastwise to make it stand 
m competition or suipass any of the Gujardt cloth, if not come very 
near the puces of Rdjdpur and Knrwar. 1 

Bombay Letter to the Court, 17th February 1677 : We have the 
promise of half a scoie silk weavers to come and inhabit heic, but with 
this condition that the Company build them houses and be obliged to 
take all their silk off for three years. We are thinking of a better 
medium if your Honours so approve tlicicof. Their sillc we dare promise 
them shall go off without troubling the Company, which we can engage 
persons now to do ; but there will be no such occasion there being 
moie consumed and bought up here than they can make. For their 
houses let there be half a Xeiaphin custom put upon each piece which 
in sboit time will leimburse the Company for what they shall lay 
out. Please to send your ordeis concerning this particular. 2 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 12th Maicb 1677 : We also recommend 
your endeavoui e to invite silk weaveis to inhabit on the island and do 
approve of the overluie you make touching this affair. Still we 
would rather have your pautka and dangn weavers settled on the 
island, for it will he more to the Company's advantage to have 
calicoes than silk manufactured on the island. 3 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 27th March 1677 : We are not unmindful 
of inviting cloth weaveis so well as silk, hut it is very difficult 
procuring them. There is a parcel at Bimurly (Bliiwndi) who have 
piomiscdto weave us a good parcel of cloth this year. We shall tiy if 
we can .win them over by dcgiees 1 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 22nd March 1677 : We have had so little 
assistance from you in supplying us with hioad and uanow baftas for 
our Europe investment that we arc not a little ashamed to find our 
hopes of that necessaiy manufactiuo so much fiustiatcd. The grand 
fault and obstruction wheieof wo cannot but impute to the bioker 
Gndhav who, we justly fear, is not so faitliful and zealous to our 
Masters' inteiest in tins and other, paiticulais as he ought to be. 
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We again remind \nu of tin*- most important a/Tair ami desire to know 
what qiuntihca ot broad anil narrow liiftusvvc may depend upon lmm 
yon tin*, year, tint we may govern ourselves at* ordmgly . Akn ho 
de-in* to know what hope*. you have of settling the dnngri and 
juutk.i investment on the i-I.md and how that affair mat Inst l« 
managed. 1 

Bombay Letter to Surat, Hid April 1677 ■ We were always mindful 
of oiii cloth imminent wliuh we look upon to he one of our principal 
t oncem*.. Our looker lias jnomin-d to set re.idy in tins place all made 
in the island. About liUtMl piece; of broad and narrow lufta- we 
foimerlv ndvi=ed of the weavcis of Bimurlv (Blnwndi) who though 
we cannot prevail with them to emne and dwell licre, y r*t they liaxe 
piumked to supply ns willi a good quantity. We intend to tee a 
muster of half do/en pieces and neiordingly protced in it. JIoh much 
we rinll get there we are not able to advise, but shall foiward Hut 
investment with all our diligence. 8 

Sm.it Letter to Bombay, 2'Jtli May 1677 : Tiic Company m their 
let tel? overland do advise that the calicoes sent oil late irnm Boiiihiv 
ate very dear. Unless they can be made better and procured cheaper, 
it will lie to tlicir Iosm to ha\c any made there At this we cannot 
but admire and liclicvc it some abu-c in the hroltri, wherefore we wouVI 
lrivcyou look after him mine diligently in the futuu* It is the 
Company V. de~ire that all then biftas broad, nairow, and w.t <r<i/n lie 
made but 20} com(s long the old dimensions, which oidei you must 
observe Tor wliat cloth you make liercaftei." 

Bombay Letlei to Surat, 27lh Julie 1677 : Concerning the 
dem ness of Bomba v doth wo cm only* say tins that the broket 
lays the fault m the diaine*-*. of the cotton yarn ax Inch was alw.ay s the 
Comptnyh. and invoiced at Its 2 or Its. ]} the pound, nwic than it was 
ax oi 111 oi nmie than lie could provide it for m Pat tan or ltaj.ipur 
lie likewise complains much of the dcainess or this Itajitpur vain now 
sent We shall make xxliat piuecs aic upon the loom and nliuuly 
wove and what yam is already made into lengths for the wn-te of 
the cloth cannot lie remedied, but what is made in the futmc shall be 
but 20*. covits long * 

Bombay Letter to Surat, Gtli December 1677 : We liaxe laden 
aboaul the Sucre tx IS bales or Bombay b.ittas. Me should liaxe 
procured a far greater quantity but that the wc.uoia uni all away 
fiom Bimuily (Blnwndi) where we weic promised a good paieel. 
As to thou goodness wo must leave Hie goods to speak for them- 
selves 1 * , 

CouiPs Letter to Surat, ISth August, 3GS3 • Wc have seen some 
cotton knit stockings s a ul to be made at Goa and Bombay which cost 
thoic about 12(7 to lGd pci pan and some Imei to I Sr/ \ pi ovule foi 
ns 300 dozen of meu’s ditto stockings and 100 dozen of women V, upon 
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the best and cheapest terms you can and o£ different fineness, some of 
the meanest and some middling, and some of the best that aie usually 
made. 1 

Court's Letter to Surat, 16tli Novcmbei 1683 : Set up in Bombay 
tlie manufacture of knitting cotton stockings such as arc usually made 
at Goa and send us four or five hundred of them of sevoial soils most 
fine. 2 

Court's Letter to Surat, 7th April 1G84 : We consider that Broach 
is as cheap a place for the buying of cotton wool as any place wo know 
in India, and we consider that a gieat deal of it may be bought for a 
little money and may be tiansported by some of our ships to Bombay 
while they he stall in Swally Hole without any change (charge ?) to us ; 
and thciefoie we do lecommend to your consideration the sending of 
40 oi 50 tons thither, to be put out to spinnois and weavers to be 
made into such sort of cloth as the pool people upon Bombay can best 
pciform. If such a thing weie known to bo intended and" that such 
work Avould be constant upon the island, Ave aie apt to peisuadc 
omsclves that many good spinners and Aveaveis Avould icpair from the 
mainland to that island, especially if you keep always such a stoic of 
paddy and nee by you that the price may be moderate and no danger 
of seal city. We know it is not easy to fall into a right method for 
delivering out cotton and receiving our oaati again justly in ypin or 
cloth ; but it is not impossible, we having long piactiscd the same thing 
by silk at Cassum Bazar wheie Ave have peons expert at it who do ease 
our Chief and Council of much of the tiouble. 3 

Court's Letter to Surat, 7th April 1684: Besides cotton send some 
proper silk to Bombay to he Avrouglrl into manufactuic such as they 
can Lest perform ; but let them not lie made so strong as those of 
Tluina, which by reason of their strength were gieasy. Let none 
have our AA’orlt but such only as aviII become inhabitants upon our 
island of Bombay, and persuade all you can from tlio main to go OA r cr 
and settle at Bombay upon the terms of haA’ing constant work. 1 

Couit's Letter to Surat, 7tli April 1681: Agree Avitli all our 
Avorlcmen (at Bombay) in silfc and cotton (avIucIi we hope Avith your 
caic and contrivance may prc^C to be very nuinilia^j f 0 take half then- 
pay in lice at the Compauy'Mn-ice, the other half m money. ‘When Ave 
speak of nee before m this fetter, avc frequently mention the Company's 
puce, but have not told you what that is, neither can we tell you. That 
must be Fct f i om time to time by yourselves as the assize of biead is at 
London by the Lord Mayor and" Court of Aldermen, at sueli modciatc 
latcs that Ave may be suie to bo paid foi the charge and freight of our 
skipping, lent of our stoichouses, ofliceis' and labourers' Avages in 
rccemng and delivering, 10 per cent inteiest for our money, with some, 
alloAvance foi AA-aste and spoil that aviII sometimes happen by A’cimin or 
otherwise though yon do what yon can to pi event it. Great caie 
must likemsc be taken that the storekeeper you tiust in this business 
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bo a rxglit careful and honest man whom we will liavo to pa c s lus 
account of stores with oui book-keeper once in e\ cry month and the 
balance and remainder thereof always monthly cntcicd in your 
Consultation Book that our Council may alwa's s have aiecoid before 
them foi what we kne in store, as they ha%e of our cash. 1 

Bomlsiy General Letter to thoCompanj*, 29 th December 1GS6 • This 
island did formally l end a considerable quantity of Europe manufactures 
as broadcloth, pcrpetuanocs, and lead, and it would be comcnicnt mhIi 
things weio m tlic w alehouses foTsale, by wluih means it would diaw 
trading to the island, and advance the customs yearly. Ileie is of 
late many silk w cavers and others tome fiom Tliana and Chaul , and 
if encouragement is given, they will daily come from other parts to ns 
The Portuguese meicly tyiannise over those pom people and exact 
such great taxes and customs f 10 m them that the}' fly from tlic cities and 
principal places of trade. 5 

Surat Diary, 2nd December 1719 : Received a letter fiom the 
Pi evident and Council of Bomliay, dated the 21th ultimo, adi ismg that 
on complaint of the wcavcis the tannalis (warp) piovided by oui brokeis 
Ixiing dearer tlian usual they will send them up to be lcturned 3 Thcv 
also diicct samples of the several sorts and colours of broadcloth wiili 
proper lemnrks tlieieon to ho =enfc down and lecommend the speedy 
pionsion of Guinea stuffs and the Niccannecs foi the Em ope shipping.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th January 1724: Jdnoji 
muLnclam and other weavers petitioning tlic Board to be advanced 
Its 6000 for making a piovision of raw silk the enduing season and 
for laying in batty for the season for their families, their account on 
the general books being now almost cleaied, it is agiecd that w e advance 
them that sum. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd October 1724 : The Kalyrin 
weavers having brought in 2598 pieces of Guinea goods, which on 
examination appearing to be better than muster, they aic aecoidmgly 
accepted of ; and the Accountant laving before the Board their account 
cuircnt with the Honourable Company, theie is a balance due to said 
weaveis of Rs. 1518 1 qi. 20 res; it is directed that the same be paid 
them and agreed t 1 ’"" thfiiv -MAuest w’c advance them the sum of 
v 1 ?. 6 1*00 more. 0 ‘ - 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 24tli January '17~2o :Our 
weavers are in want of the cotton yarn we formerly directed to be. 
provided at Cambay; renew your oiders to oui factor theie that it be 
sent us with all expedition 7 

Bomliay Government Letter to Surat, 6th March 1725: We must 
not omit to remind you of sending the cotton yam we formerly 
directed by the first conveyance, our weaveis here being in gieat want 
thereof for carrying on that manufacture agreeable to the contract 
made with the Honourable Company. 8 

J Pub Dep Court’s L Vol 1 of 1CS1 - 1GS5, 8], S3 

= Fee Out L B 4 of lfi7r - 16S7, 42, 43 

1 Fc? above under Imports, an cvtruct repiriliner Cambay MnnMis for tlic use of the 
iflind * Surat Pact. Uiarj Oil of J 719-20' 5 £^, 1 , D lflr j o of 1724," 17. 

5 Pul. Diarv 2 of 1724, 123-124. 7 Surat Fact. Diarv 6X2 of 1723 - 1727. 

5 t unit Taut Diar% G12 of 17-3-1725. 
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Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 7th Febiuary 1726 i Our 
weaveui are in want of 500 pieces of blue cotton thread, each 3g gioss, 
which do j'ou give Mr. Inncs directions to provide and send hither by 
the first opportunity that offers by any of your boats or sloop. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 31st May 1728: Jrinoji 
mtilmdam of the weavers, employed on making Bombay stuffs, presents 
a petition in behalf of himself and otlieis setting forth the hardship and 
lo^s will accrue to them if the Honouiablc Company take not off their 
hands the quantity of those stuffs for making of which they had 
piovidod themselves with matcnals, the tannalis os part thereof being 
bought of the Honourable Company at an advanced price which they 
have no other means to dispose of but to the Company except at such a 
loss as they arc not able to beai. They do tlierefoic pray as they have 
left wherewithal on their hands to make about 400 pieces, we will take 
into consideration the leheving them by taking off that quantity at the 
Usual price of Bs. 7 a piece. This their ca^o seeming to be as they 
represent it, that the materials remaining with them cannot be otherwise 
applied than m making those stuffs except to their very great loss, it 
is agiccd the said wcavcis be so fai consideied as that we accept of the 
said quantity of 400 pieces or thereabouts at the rate of Bs. 6^, 
provided they he made equally good with those alicady lcecivcd. 2 

Bomba)' Government Consultation, 27th August 1731: Upon 
lcociving orders by the Duke of Cuwbolarvl to Ecnd home no more 
coloiucd goods, 11 ip wcavcis foimcrly encouraged to come hither foi 
the making of Bombay stuffs weic foibid making any such as it was 
apprehended that those goods wcie included m the general prohibition. 
The midddrtm of the said weavers petitions the Boavd setting forth the 
distressed condition that they and their families are m for want of 
employment, which chiefly consisted in making the said fabric and 
humbly implores we would take then ease into considciation and pcimit 
them to deliver into the Company’s waiehouEe such a quantity of the 
said goods as they shall ho able to make hereafter at the usual price of 
Bs 7 a piece, as the only means of suppoiting them and their families. 
Debating on tlus petitiou, the President observes that on the Windham’ ft 
dcpartuic for England lie look such of the said goods as they had then 
lcmaining in their hands in consideration that they had paid the 
^jCompauy 10 per cent on the cost of the matcuals whereof the said 
goods were made, but paid them no more but Bs. GJ per piece for the 
same, and proposes to offer them the same pi ice for such a quantity as 
they shall lie able to make before the depaitmc of tlie next leturning 
ship for England. Accoidingly the muled dam is called in and 
acquainted with the said proposal. But he pleads that several materials 
are much dearer now than formeily as well as all manner of piovisions 
and that he cannot possibly abate any tiling of Bs. 7 at which rate he 
makes it appear the woikmcn get no more than 8 pice a day At length 
he is brought to accept of Bs. 6-14-0. Though the said goods are not 
specified in the list of investment now ordered from Eng'land, yet as no 
fault has been found with those that weie sent by the Windham and 
that by complying with the weavers 5 petitions we shall employ a great 
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number of poor inhabitants on the i-land, ll isngiced that tvo accept of 
mi eh a quantity of the ‘■aid as they r-lin.ll he able to dehvei into 

the \\:iiohoii t e to the Id of .Taniwuy next (1732) and the waiehn;i c c- 
kccpci is dneeled to icccire them accordingly, and that w e gn e dmetions 
to the iinihihltrni to continue making the raid stufts until he lias oidei- 
to the contrary 1 

Couit of Ducclois’ Lettei, 7th Slaicli 1733, pai-a 3*1 • The 
small quantities of Hoard ay dnfft. tinned to n heltei account than any 
at tide of piece goods whatsncrci, and as they aic manuf.iduicd upon 
y om island, do you encourage the weareis by increasing Hu* demands. 
As tlicn nnmbei is but small, you may piomi-o to take oft. then 
hands - t s many as the} can make of the same goodnc-« with those \\e 
lecened this real And law silk licing pail of then labile, }ou must 
wnte to the l J ie=idcnt and Council in tiic Hay to send jou annual 1} a 
sufficient supply upon oui account to furnish the weaveis, obliging 
them to make a piopoitiunablc allowance m the price of the stufts. 2 

Couit of Direetois* Lettei, 11th Jlaicli 1735, paia 52* You 
supply us with hut a small quantity of Bombay stuffs year aftei y oat, 
notwithstanding we have told you how well they answci. A gical 
nuinbei of weaveis me i evident* in Surat and the paits adjacent, and 
ll some piopei m casinos note taken, some of them might lie induced to 
take up then abode on youi island, especially if you engage to employ 
them constantly winch may safely he done in this aitidc provided they 
aic kept up to then goodne-s, as llicy turn much bcttci In account 
than any* species of goods f i om y our tide of India. We i ecomincnd it to 
you to u*=e your utmost endeavours to piovidcu huge quantity foi us " 

Bombay Goreinmenl Consultation, 1st Octolci 17 >5* Being 
infoi mod that sundry weavers have dcsei ted fiom Ahmadahad Dliolka 
and other pails whole the lmcslment is usually made, and, as then «ct- 
tlmgin Bombay’ would in time piovc of pi eat advantage to the island, 
it is agiocd to dncct the gentlemen at Smut to cndeavoiu to persuade 
them to retire hithei and topionnse them employment and all tilting 
cncouiagemcnt, advising us on wliat tcims they' aic willing to come. 1 

Bombay Goreinnient Consultation, 2 Sul November 1735 The Sin.rt 
Chief and factors in then lettei of 16th Nor ember 1715 say' they' will 
cndeavoiu to pier ail upon the weaveis who hare dcsei (ed fiom the pails 
about Ahmadaliad to letne lnlhei, but they' apprehend they sliall meet 
with some opposition thci cm fiom those who benefit by' haring the 
caic oi inspection of then investments. 5 In a subsequent lettei of 
3 Jtli December 1735 they add, by opposition they* dul not mean it 
flora anr r of tlieir own sci rants hut fiom the muku/iam of the said 
wcavcib. 6 

Bombay Government Consultation, 33st December 1735: The 
mu/.uilnm of the weaveis having requested us to advance him Its 4000 
to enable lnm to carry' on the investment of Bombay stuffs, {] ie amount 
of which will lie lopaid by the goods they will delivei in and as the 
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advance to the vvcaveis on the muladam’it piomi*-ing to dclirn fifteen 
bundled pieces oi Bombay stuff*, the following year * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 14th May 1737 : In their letlci 
of 7tli May 1737 the Smat Chief and faelois c ay they had been vei v 
picssmg with Banian Patel for piepaung the families of weavers foi 
this island, but he iepi eventing them was no cotton y ai n piovidcd to sot 
them at w oilc and pretending that they were unwilling to conic on 
account of tlio Mairitluis, they must defei getting them to us till after 
the rams, and no endeavoms on then paits shall he wanting to encourage 
them. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, Sth July 1737 : Jlinoji, muhUlnm 
of the vvcaveis, raqucstmg to be advanced Its aUOO for eaaiying on the 
investment of Bombay stuffs, it is diiecled that that sum lie paid him 
out of the ti cablin'. 7 

Comt of Dncetois’ Lettei, 6th Januaiy 1733, pai a <1 G ■ This jiara 
iccommcnds and appiovcs flic encoui aging the weavcis and thereby' 
piocunng a huge numbei of Bombay stuffs annually'.* 

Bomlny Government Consultation, 30th Maieli 173S ■ Janoji, the 
muhddam of the vvcaveis, having delivcied m Bombay stuffs equal to 
the amount of the money' advanced him witlun Rs h000, and now' 
lcquestiug a further sum of Rs 5000 to cam' on the investment of 
those stuffs, it is ovdeied that that sum be paid him out of the 
treasury'. 6 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th Felnuaiy 173*1 . Jiinoji, 
mukddam of the vvcaveis, apply mg foi a quantity of law silk to supply 
the Bombay manufactures, it is agiccd to dclivei him the nine bales 
icccivcd by' the Nancy on the Honourable Company’s account at 
twenty-five pei cent advance on the invoice and the vvarehousc-kecpci 
is ordeicd to delivci him the same, c 

Bombay' Government Consultation, 30th May 1 739 • On tins occasion 
of wntmg to Surat, it is agiecd we take notice of the weavers’ 
proposals of making esrays both of the Bejutapauts and Guinea stuffs 
accoidmg to the musteis of the several soitment** fioni Suiat, in the 
piospect vve have or ictaimng and finding vvoik for these artificuis who 
have taken lofugo heie fiom the tiouble of the ncighbouung countries 
and aie diiloicnt fiom those employed on the Bombay stuffs But as 
we aie not thoroughly' acquainted with the particular eoits most in 
demand at homo and consequently vvlieio the least lisk may be mil 
m inci easing tlio quantity' oulcicd by the last lettei of investment, we 
shall expect Mi. Laiube’s opinion m this matter bcFoie vve vcntuic on 
any contract , the whole of which is entuely' agiceable to our Houourablc 
Masteis’ dneetions m the 43id and 40th paragraphs of then lettei by 
the Nakbau 7 

Bombay Goveuimont Consultation, 30th May 1739 Janoji, the 
mukddam of the vvcaveis, applying foi a sum to he furnished him foi 
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carrying on his undeilaking, it is oidcicd that Es. 2000 be advanced 
him on that account. 1 

Bomba}'' Government Consultation, Stli August 1740 : Janoji Harbaji, 
mvJeAAam of the weavers, requiring an advance as customary of 
Es. 2000 for carrying on the investment of stuffs on the island, it is 
oidcred that the tieasury issue the same and his account be charged 
therewith. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13tli October 1747 : Our weavers 
not being willing to contract for the Bombay stuffs under Rs 81 the 
piece on account of the price of the raw silk being nigh double what it 
used to be when they undertook this investment at the rate of Its. 6-14-0 
the piece, it is agreed that we defer contracting for them until it can 
be done on more icasonabic terms lest by consenting to raise it now, it 
should prove difficult to lower it hereafter. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th June 1758 : The President 
Mr. Eichaid Bourcliier informs the Board that he has incuned a 
considerable expense in bringing a set of weavers upon the inland fiom 
Bassein for setting up a manufacture proper for Jidda and other 
western ports and expects he shall be able to procure many more ; but 
that as he pays customs on the raw silk, cochineal, and other mateiials used 
by them, he finds he cannot carry it on if obliged to pay anexpoitduty 
likewise, and desiiing the opinion of the Boaid as to the propiicty 
thereof, it is resolved that the same bo refencd to our Honourable 
Masters, and in ordei to encourage the manufacture which may in a few 
years become a great benefit to this island, that no export duty le 
levied thereon till their pleasure is known. 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1 0th February 1761 : The weavers 
at this place having represented in a letter to the President that they 
used foimerly to be supplied with piopcr silk and blue cotton yam by 
the Honoui able Company for making ]3ombay stuffs on allowing 25 
per cent on the former and 10 per cent on the latter, when they delivcied 
them at Es 7 per piece, but that those and the other necesraiy articles 
are now so dear that each piece will stand in Es. 101, but that if we will 
agree thereto and older 400 pieces of cotton yarn fiom Surat, they 
will pay 1 0 per cent on it clear of charges and undertake to deliver 
500 pieces within six months fiom the time they receive the cotton yarn ; 
but as we imagine the Chief and Council at Surat may be able to 
contract for them on better terms, it is oidorcd that a muster be &ent 
with directions for them to acquaint us as soon as they can in what 
time and at what price they can piovidc the above number of pieces for 
the Euiope markct. r ’ 

Court of Duectois’ letter, 16tli April 1762, para 53 : You do well 
to enquire into the reasons that the contractors are deficient in 
completing the investment at Surat. Whatever the weavers may 
pretend, the principal contractor is the person you ought to look upon 
as deseiving censure, wdien deficient in liis contract ; and therefore as 
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Bamanji had failed in liib engagements, wc appioio of ir>ur agi(.emg 
willi .Tagannatli £01 the pie^ent imo'-lmenl, though Banianji'spiopo-nls 
wcio .1 small mailer lowei Fiom tin*, cncomagvmcnt given to 
.Tag.inn.lth ami tlie piccaution you look al Hie lieginning lo pi event .my 
impediments fiom Bamanji, we t-liall expect lo find it haslieenexecnled 
m a ealisCacloiy niamiei anti wilhnul any deficiency, Foi though (lie 
investment is. not considerable a di-appomtmenl is so Lit piejudieial as 
ll lessens the pi o vision foi the lunch despatch of our ships consigned 
you as well fiom llio want of the {tools hcie. The B 01 nh .11 shifts me 
hut an insignificant ailicle m the list of investment The demand the 
Bombaj weavei s now make foi them is so extravagant tlici will in no 
device ansivei , still \vc aie unwilling to diop cntnely the making that 
manuracluiy m the island Theiefoie any leasonablo encouragement 
you may tlnnk piopcr to give the w envois with you we shall not 
disappiovc so as to induce the Ftulls to the usual puce oi neir it 1 

S F/si/vi:ij:s. 

Tlie following extracts contain some account of the fisliencs of 
Bombay 

Consultation hold in Bombay, let Fobruaiy 1670: The Coolies 
(Ivoiis) of this island who sail m small vessels to Suiat, haling 
piefencda petition desn mg le.i\ e toexpoit some small quantities <it 
coil which being iormeily denied them they nic much siggue\cd, 
pietcndmg llicv weic not able to sustain their families and pay then 
jcnily tax to the Company. The Council theiefoie thought it requisite 
(foi then encouragement) that the Deputy Goveinoi and Council that 
shall be, have license to gialify them with such small quantities as they 
shall tlnnk convenient, taking ccitificatcs fiom the eustomeis liow 
much is laden on each Laik or icsscl foi the picvcntmg of abuse. 3 

Smat letter lo the Company, dale 1 Swally Mai in e I7lh Januai y 
1670 ■ The tight of iisluug pictcnded by the Portuguese is thus The 
inhabitants ot Thitna, Blind i a, Karanja, and Chaul now' undei the 
roitugucsc juusdichon claimed by ancient custom the puvilege of 
fishing in the open Fca and m several hays and cieeks belonging to 
your island. We, finding it piejudieial to youi coolcues oi iishing 
stakes of Bombay Waih Ms'izgaon and olhci places and much 
inconi ement to youi people, thought good to dispute then said pm ilege 
aud seciue youi light, having seized Fcvcial Imats with then men who 
] no turned to fish tlieie after fan warning and piolnbition given them 
Tins caused some dispute at the time, but it was fauly accommodated, 
and the boats and men ideated on their piomises to keep in llioii own 
bounds wlicicunto we shall confine them. We hope they w ill not molest 
hoieaftei theiem. J 

Court of Ducctois 5 letter to tlie Smat Piesident and Council 7th 
Apul 168 i: Wc do hereby impose a yeaily tax of one inpec a boat 
upon evciy lwat that does or shall fish lvithm oui bay, wlicilici 
they belong to oui selves, Poitugucsc, or any othci nation; and one 


1 l’uli Ifcp Court's L Vol G nr 17G2 - 17G4, 23 
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up in tli fie^h supplies as any shall be occasionally dropped oft anti 
those then remaining to be employed as hiicd sonant*- to the inhabitants 
as theic shall he occasion £oi them. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st Octobci 1706 . The 
Dollous of Muzgaon and Dongn having made ficqucnt complaints 
that so many Kolis lielonging to those coolencs arc employed in cam ing 
palanquins that they liavc not men enough left for the ‘■cmcc of the 
li&heiics, thereby lcndcung them incapable of paying the Ilonouiablc 
Company’s pension To lcmcdy this foi the futuic it is diicctcd that 
nobody i<j pel mitted to ha\e palanquin Kolis fiom either of the ahoie 
mentioned places except such poisons as aie allowed them by the 
Ilonouiablc Company It is oulcied that the leceivci of the lcvcnues 
see that this lesoluhon be stiictly complied with - 

Bomhxy Government Consultation, 31st Dcccmlicr 1786 ■ And as 
Blnlni Sinay, the piosent ovciseci of the coolery at Dongn, is too 
much taken up with lus business as faimer of the tobacco lent and 
intcrpretci to the Mayor’s Com t to give the due attendance to his 
otliei employ, it is diicctcd that Itustamji Doiabji be appointed 
ovciseei of the said cooler} - m his stead 

Bombay Government Diary, 6th October 173S : Account of Bombay 
coolery foi 1737-38 n». q r. 

Amount ouistinrling For the t'aniPi rcai (17.7G-17) 1-187 0 80 
Amount of the Inst jear's tnblitc fi'om the Kuli* 1232 0 12 

Total ... 2710 O 72 

Paul into the Ticasuiy at limes last rear 
(1737-38) ... 123t 2 O 

Bad Debts last among the Kolis ., .. 21 2 C"> 

Set rants’ Wages ... . ... 280 0 0 

Balance to be collected ... . 1200 0 7 

Total . . 2710 0 72 

Lettei fiomthe reccivci of the icnts and ie\enucs Mi George Scott, 
to the President and Council, 30th Januaivl740: This waits on 
your Ilonoui foi your notice legardmg the coolciies of Mii/gaon 
and Dongn, as the grievances complained of seem to call foi some 
ledicss. The usefulness of these soits o£ people lenders them so 
nccessaiy to the island m many lespccts, particularly that of ballasting 
ships, packing of the Company's goods, and the advantages accuung 
fiom the fisheiy business which could not well be earned on without 
them, induce mo to believe your Honour will be pleased to take 
into consideration a piopei encouiagemcnt in order to pi event then 
leaviug the place, which, notwithstanding the precautions taken, some 
of them have made tlieir e=cape m merchants’ boats, affoidmg them a 
better piovision than the public «emcc upon the spot. The palanquin 
sendee is what they most complain of rn wlucli yom Honour will 
judge wliat number may be necessary for such persons of the 
Honourable Company's scivanls whose employments lequiie their 
keeping a conveyance of this soit. If your Honour should esteem it 
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Bombay Government Consultation, lfith ATru cli 17J-J • The 
Collectoi o£ tin* levenues lcpicscnting in behalf of the Kolis of Waili 
that t-eveial of tlicii fibbing boats wanting i epan they letpic-t a loan 
of It* 100 to be repaid in two veai&j as it will be a help and 
cncoiuagemenl to those useful people, it is agieed to, and that they be 
not cbaigcd with inlciest 1 * 

Bombay Government Dial 3', 14th Septcmbei 1714. Account of 
Bomba)' 1 mid Mdzgaon coolery from 1st August 1743 to 31st July 
1744 s : 

Miizqaon. 

Balance of the former year (1 7 42- 43) 

Pension foi tlic lost j car (17 13- 1 1) ... 


Cash paid in ... 

B.ul Debts mitten off 
Sundiy C linn's* 
Balance Outstanding 


Balance of 1742-43 
Pitiducc of 1713-41 


Cash paid in 

Bad Debts mitten off 

Sundiy Clmigcs 


Bombay • 


• •• 

• •• 


Total 

I 


Total 


Tefal 


\ 11*. 

a 

r. 

)... 3 It 

2 

32 

).. 8l« 

0 

50 

| ... D03 

n 

82 

1 ... 872 

2 

33 

... 143 

3 

77 

... 02 

3 

CG 

... 81 

1 

G 

... 11C3 

2 

82 

. ns 

0 

4 

... 1302 

3 

40 

. 1450 

3 

n 

... 113G 

3 

05 

. . 33 

a 

GG 

. . 200 

1 

40 

... 1450 

3 

4-1 


Bombaj' Govemment Diary, SOlli September 1710, Ovcisccis of 
Bombay and Mazgaou coolenes, account foi 1745-16 3 : 

Bombay. • 

Balance of 1744- 10 . . ... *, 

Scvoial tiibute'’, pension Jrc of 1743-40 1 


It* <|. r. 

C7 3 78 
203S 3 17 


Taid into the Tionsmy ... 

Charges 

Balance 


Balance of 1744-45 
Amount ot 1745- 1C 

Paid into the Tieasmy 

Charges 

Balance 


itazgaon. 


Total ' 

... 2106 

3 25 

aa 

; . 1GS0 

0 0 

a. 

272 

0 0 

... 

:. 101 

3 25 

Total 

2106 

3 20 



1 49 


. . 850 

3 40 

Total 

... 942 

6 !« 

... 

. • TO. 1 ) 

1 0 

a . 

03 

0 17 

... 

123 

3 81 

Total 

... 942 

0 98 


The account of the Bombay and Mazgaou cooleries foT 1746-47 
amouuted to Us, 2851-1-71 1 


1 Pub. Diarj 17 of 1744, Ofi. : Pub Diary 17 of 1744. 274-275. 

3 Pub. Diaiy 19 of 1740, 323. J ‘ ‘ 

1 Bom. Goi . Dmrj 13tli Oit, 1747, Tub, Diary 20 of 1717, 370. 


a 
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Letter from the Collector Mr. Byfeld, to the President, 13th October 
1747 : The Moray (Moil) IColis at Wavli have hitherto been indulged 
until the easy pension of three-quarters of a lupee each without having 1 
the least pretension to it. For notwithstanding they have no fishing 
stakes of their own, still by being employed in the boats of those that 
have, they receive the same advantage as the Woomanys and conse- 
quently ought to pay the same pension which is Rs 1-1-50 each. 1 

Letter from the Collector to the President, 13tli October 1747: In 
the district of Ma'liim upwards of 400 other bide (that is across harbour) 
IColis have settled with their families and are exempt from paying any 
pension notwithstanding they receive the same advantage by going m 
boats as those settled at Bombay who pay annually lto. 1-0-36 
each. This I presume ought to he levied upon them, more especially 
as many leave the cooleiy heie annually and resort thither in order 
to screen themselves under that indulgence which is very prejudicial 
to the fishery in general 3 

Bombay Consultation, 26th April 1748 : The Collector of the 
revenues m his above letter of 13th October 1747, rcpiesenting that 
there aie upwards of 400 other side IColis settled with their families 
in the district of Malum that are exempt from paying any pension 
notwithstanding they receive the same advantage by going in boats 
as those’ settled at Bombay who pay annually a pension of Re 1-0-36 
each, it is agiced that m futuie said pension he levied on them 
in like manner as those at Bomba}', as otherwise the latter will think 
themselves paitially dealt by. 3 

Court of Directors’ letter, 5th April 1754, para 163 : We are in- 
formed there may be about five hundred useful people called coolcys 
(IColis) on the island, who fish for the inhabitants in general and^ 
piocuic a supply for exportation. They give a revenue of about 
. Rs 3000 a year, aic a nuiscry for carpenters and caulkers, and are 
frequently sent with expresses to the subordinate settlements. These 
people arc said to be so much employed in carrying palanquins that 
the fishery is much distressed and the inhabitants as well as 
themselves suffer in consequence. In order therefore to remedy this 
apparent inconvenience, we direct that our Governor, Council, Superin- 
tendent, Mayor, Chaplains, Surgeons, and such English as have families, 
together with suchotheis of our servants as may bethought entitled by 
the Governor, be alone permitted to have cooloys (IColis) in their 
sci vice. 1 

Court of D hectors’ letter, 25th April 1750, para 57 : We entirely 
approve of your casing the fishery m building small advice boats for 
our service, ’ and we are satisfied that during the war they must be 
extremely useful. 8 

Court of Directors’ letter, 25th April 1759, paras 147 to 150 : 
If there is no barrack master noi any care taken to furnish the soldiers 
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1 Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 372. Woomaujs seems to mean Kolis of Old "Woman's 
lbUnd ' - Pub Dmrj 20 r.f 1717, 372. * 3 Pub Diary 21 of 1715, 140 - 147. 

' 4 Pali. Dep. Court's Letter Vol 4 ol 1732 - 1750, 1S2 
s I’ub. Dup Court’s D Vol. 5 of 1737 - 1701, 173. 
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with piovisions but that llicv leceivc then pay and buy food whetP 
tlioy can get it, we pay this ib a mobt shameful neglect Foi ccilainly 
the dissolute will lay out their mnnej m airack and then they must 
lobtosuppoit themselves oi stai \ c But weie they all solici and in- 
clined to be logulai, it is well know n that flesh can seldom be pioeuicd 
by any but the principal ndiabitants and fi=h is often as scaice. Tlieic- 
foie we can baldly believe yon capable of sueli misconduct, because 
you must not only bo dnested of common humanity but blind to oui 
mteiest and j-oui own safety. If the complaint of the bread is just, 
they have been scandalously injured. 

To lelicve the eoldieis and oui subjects in gcncial, we hoy down the 
following rales uhicli we expect aie immediately earned into execu- 
tion : 

Receive piopo=als for a barrack mastci to fnrnihb the soldiers 
mtli good and wholesome food with such allowances and encourage- 
ments as may be adequate to his tiouble. 

In like manner receive public piopo c als foi the biend and biscuit. 
The bakers to be subject to heavy penalties inserted in their contract 
if the biead oi biscuit is shoit m weight oi goodness Justices of 
Peace to hcai and dcleimine all such complaints and the cleik 
of the market to he dnected to lie strict in his duty to foiwaid all 
infoimation. If moic than one liakei is employed we xccommend it 
as a light mensuie. No eoicnant sonant to be ducctly oi indncctly 
concerned in this contract as they value oui scivicc. 

We positively forbid the cxpoi tation of fish fiom any pai t of om island 
but as hcieatter duectcd ; and it is our express oideit. that two public 
maikets be erected foi sale of evoiy land ot fish, the one at Bombay the 
olhei at Malum. If any poison whatever shall be found to puieha-c 
fish fiom tlie boats oi at any otliei place but these maikets, the buyer 
and sellei to foifoit such sums as you may judge will suffice to check 
the evil. You aie then publicly to sptllo upon icasonabic terms the 
pi ice of cveiy species of fish, and there oui maiinc paymaster may 
occasionally buy the soils lcquiicd fm the sailois, and the tradeis in 
this aiticle such as they want to oxpoit, observing always that no 
exportation he allowed but in times of plenty. By these means our 
subjects will never bo distressed. Oui Chief oi Milium uoi none m his 
sci vice aie to pui chase fish but at the maikets in common with all 
otheii-' As oui President is obliged to keep an open table and may at 
times lie chstiessed for piovisions, foiu fishing Kolis aie to be appio- 
pnatcd to his use and to him only; and that tins indulgence may not 
he abused, sueli Koh« aie to wear a badge or some distinguished maik. 
The fish caught by these Kolis will he cauied to the Foit, not to the 
maikcl, the Picsident paying the maikcl pucc Foi the infounatiou 
of every one we order that these oui regulations foi the bakeis and 
public maikets be fixed up at the custom houses and bandai in the 
seieial languages 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd Octobei 17 of) • Oidcicd 
that the publication made in Novembei 1757 foi establishing two 

1 l’ub Dtp Court’s LtUci Vol. 5 o[17u7-17id, 197-199, 
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fi&h markets in this town and two at Maliim be renewed declaring 
whatever pel son shall be found to purchase fish from the boats or at 
any other place but at those maikets, that both the buyer and seller 
shall forfeit such sums of money or be punished in such manner as we 
shall tlunk lit to order. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23id October 1759: The fish 
market having proved a very great nuisance to the neighbourhood 
since it has been kept under the tamarind tiee near the Chuich, the 
clcilc of the market must be oidcrcd to remove it to a pioper place 
without the Apollo Gate. 2 * 4 As the country (county) is not m cash to 
defray the expense of erecting sheds for that service, it is agreed that 
sufficient money he advanced from the treasury to he lepaid by the 
country (count) ) when tlicir circumstances will admit. 1 * 

Letter from the Mnbim Custom Master to the Pi evident and Council, Fishing Abuses, 
Gill July 1702 : As the fisheries of Waili, Maliim, Dhdrdvi, and 17C " 

Sion hate been the subject of some consideration with the Honourable 
Court of Directors, and as fish is of such consecpicnce to the inhabitants 
of this island and the military and maiine in gcncial, that they have 
thought proper to give very particular ordeis for preventing the 
exportation theieof, I did, in order to comply therewith, diicct the 
Serjeant at AYarli Port to send me a daily report of the importation 
of this article, which he has done ever since my liisl coming hither. 

As, befoie they aie pcimitted to pass, all fishing boats bring to under 
a hattciy situated at the point of Warli which commands the entrance, 
such an cxammation was not only convenient but the Serjeant could 
alwa) s he certain thcie was no possibility of landing their fish any 
other way. In the same manner I diieetcd all boats belonging to 
Miihim Sion and Dliaravi to stop at the Miindvi and he 
examined by the Serjeant of the custom house befoie they pass up 
the liver or land their fish. A daily account thereof was regulaily 
taken by the Scijeant and entered in a hook kept for that purpose, 
as ako of wliat fish has been imported fiom Bandia. In this way 
the actual quantity of fish of all lands brought to tins island by 
the foicgoing people and from the other side may he seen at any 
time. Enclosed is an account of three months’ fish dvaun out 
fiom these memoranda, which I now deliver for your Ilonouris 
satisfaction Por although it lias long been the lcceivcd opinion of 
cvciybndy well acquainted with this branch of business, and my own 
in paiticular, that the Jvolis have some method or other of conceal- 
ing their fish or landing it privately without our knowledge, still I 
made no doubt hut tlie above regulations would effectually put a stop 
to the same and establish such a check on them that no evils of this 
sort could possibly continue any longer. Blit T am sorry to obseive to 
your Honoui thcie is great reason to believe the TVarli Kolis do still deceive 
us and that they make apracticc of landing their curvcn(/.nr6c l ) at Bsmdia 


1 Pul) Diary 33 of 1750, 507 - 508. 

5 Tlie puailrd tamnund still dose to llic noilli of the Cathedral apse 

5 Ful> Diaiy 33 of 1759, 001. 

4 Kat ha singular Ltiba pluial, afi-li about a foot long nud hix inches blond. It is 
diicd and sent to the Deccan, 
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nwl Vc=ilva, oi Fomehnw or otliei di-po-c of tliuii without our 
knowledge. This i 1 - ewdenl by refening to the abou* amount whep’in 
it is pi nil from the 1"! Uelolwr to the UM ]V’vml« i, thc\ line l.tuih-il 
onh 513 ciirvens with a quantity of lnick*-li iw s. "Whoreis in that 
time the Bnndra Kolis hate nnpoiti/l Ulf» cuni-n- ls-idt- wlnt 
they must lute -old among' t the Mnr.Uhas. Although it is lull 1 nn\vi> in 
tlie-e throe months the Math Koh-iisuilh got formerli rest mnnl»'i>of 
cm vni*., it lwingthe piopei M“i*-onfni tlio-e li-h Hue it is to lwnloi’ned 
aNo th.it tlieWnrh Kolis havetolunn-dm im time fm -eiiMiilil.iivto^etlior, 
bringing nnlra few hiskels oi buck slnw. at tin- line season forgetting 
cm i en- Tin- deceit l*‘ing liken e e mme oh\ ion- mi a camp vratii e view 
ul one month n it Ii niiothei thiotighmit the w lmVof thi-i carV importation, 
plainly e\ ince- they nm-t lute might gi rati r ph lit \ of all kind- of 1,-h 
linn tliei have gnon ail a< count of. A- J leuc nlrcidv rem.rkt d under 
the .dmc legulations, it is iinjios-ililc to 1 md li-h am where <m t hi- l-l mil 
without mu knowledge, So it )- undeniable tin. Ihmlui Kolii mii-t ha\p 
Tccmir-c to nthei methods for the i ornery 1 Mi-pect they pi-a'.ti-e. 
Concerning this I ha\u all along cut* rlaiw d the gic 'test doubt* and 
have nvide the 1x--l enquiry ]*o— ihlo in order to detect them therein 
and cnluely pi meat mu 1» proceeding- in fututc. But they .no f» close 
in their si heme- and in mnte oi their lolatnms to the Jlaiulr.i people that 
no positive proof can 1«? ohtamcl from them ahoiil it, c-r any »nh*- 
f.iclmy answci e\t\jil lint they would luve caught more lWi if they 
could However it may l»e rea-onibly infeiieil from lienee (law inn-1 
ha\c some connection* with the lkiudra and Yo*«i\:i Koh- Ulonging to 
Sal-etle as afoio-ud. to whom they either sdl in dilnei their li-h 
wlneh aie daily brought met fioin the other side in lar^e quantities 
and sold on this island By tin- me ms Ihej seem to ean-ult their 
own advantage by keeping tip the puce winch ther are s ( n-ihle would 
lie much lee-ened if they bionglit the ii-h to llmnlm m lli**ii own bruts 
as they could aflord and would lx- obliged to soli them cheaper. Toi 
when they are regulai ly sent to maikct in the manner the Honourable 
Company luve pointed out re-crying wlnt i- nece-sm foi tin’ ui.uine, 
«ueh an iucic.v-c of fish must of course cause a Fall in llv> puce, and 
the inhabitants, mililaiy and maiuic, lw all -applied in ircnei.il with 
gic.itci plenty on cheap and is tenable tcuns These mo tiuthstliat 
speik thcm-ei\es and my suspicions in repaid to the W.uli Kolis aie 
foundeilon the opinion of some who have ic»uli d at Malum many yearn 
and on information I have i evened that they do actually make a pi.icliic 
of exchanging their fish at Chum Yillogi (( liat i- Jim village) 1 
near YesJva tor auack c\eiy sjnmglido. Tin- may I piesumc there- 
foic lw admitted especially ns the huge quantity of fiesh and sallctl 
cuucns that have iwen dail}' brought o \ ci fiom B.india, paitieukuly 
in the last tluee months, is another cmiobor.iting eucuinstancc that 
pio\cs the possibilitj' that the Waili Kolis aie able to catch cuivcns as 
well as the Bnndia Ivolis, then stakes being \eiy lieai to one another. 

I may also add that baling occasion to comply with some demands foi 


1 Cham Yiliigo is Jim viihgu still known to the local Christians as Jnetn Yillagem 
Jim is imimili.iti.ly south of Yes on The mommy of a still rum uni at Capa vein in 
the north cornci oi Jim touching Yst.Wa Mr. U, M. 1’iatt, I. C. 55. 
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curven for the marine when our IColis had none to supply, I diicetod 
the customs people to slop w hat came over from the Bi'mclra side till 
the quantity required was made up. This had its proper effect, for 
the IColis finding they could not as before, pass tlio eurvens for sale at 
Bombay hi ought them on shore in plenty from the sca d ming that time 
although they had been scut for several days previous thereto and 
ictuined without any, pretending that they could not get them. This 
restriction heme: shortly removed, few or none were landed by them 
aflcrwaids. All which 1 submit to your Honour's consideration, 
esteeming it my duty that I should rcpiescnt the above that the 
necessary oidcis may be given to prevent in future evils so pernicious 
to the good and welfare of this island in general. P.S . — Besides the 
1*1.10 cm veils which the Bandra Ivohs have brought over from the other 
side as above mentioned, they have also sold to our Satlias (Shetiri c ), 
who are people that never fish themselves but follow the tiadc of 
buying up the eurvens fiom the Biindia and Vcstiva Kolis, and who 
are always allowed a certain pi ice for them on condition that they 
lcseivc the whole of what they get foi the marine service, within those 
three months 1300 eurvens moie. So that exclusive of the consump- 
tion amongst themselves, the Brindra IColis have caught 2576 eurvens 
and the TVaili IColis only 515, although the Waidi IColis have forty 
boats employed in the fishing liade, which is moie than the Bandra 
Kolis have, allowing foi what is reserved for theii sirldr business and 
other services. 1 

Bombay Goiernment Consultation, 0th July 1762: Read the above 
letter from the Milium custom master, setting forth a gieat abuse lie has 
discoveicd in the fisheries of Malum, Warli, Sion, and Dhauivi by the 
IColis cauymg the fish to Salsetto instead of bringing them upon this 
island, by which means lie is not only prevented from supplying the 
marine, but the inhabitants aic greatly disticsscd foi this article. 'J his 
being t alien into consideration, it is observed that the custom master 
in liis letter says ho prohibited the importation of fish last year from 
Siilsette duiiug which time our IColis brought in gi eater quantities of 
fish than they had done for some time before. This thciefoic appearing 
to be a very proper and effectual remedy for the inconvenience he points 
out, an order must he issued to him foi this purpose, though he must 
lie vci v cautious that this moasiuc does not distress the inhabitants of 
this island, and report to us what effect it may have by the end of 
December next. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st June 1763: Read a 
rcpoit from the committee appointed to fall upon a proper method of 
supplying the garrison with provisions, acquainting us that they have 
pi cvailcd upon the Kolis to consent to enter into a written contract for 
providing fresh and salt fish on coitain conditions, and jnoposing that 
we should issue a publication prohibiting all persons whatever under 
fixed penalties fiom purchasing elsewhere hut at the public, mailcets. 
Both proposals being agreed to as highly proper a contract is ordoied 
to be drawn out and executed by the Dougri Kolis, their proposals 
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1 Puli. Diarj 38 of 17C2, 378-381. 


= r«l>. Dairy 38 of 1702, 370. 
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being esteemed better than those of the Kolis at Mfihim aud Waili Al«-o 
that the market^ may be kept undei pioper legulations; it is lesohcd 
that two metnhet ■= of the Boaid superintend evuiy month alternately, 
to commence the 1st of next month. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th July 1703. A fish inmkct 
having already been established for themilitniy and natne inhabitants, 
the committee have endcavouied to establish one foi the English 
families within the town They now pie-cnt to the Board an agreement 
they have made with some Kolis foi fishing m Back Bav foi tint 
purpose. Tins being appioved, a contiact is oidcied to be diawn and 
the ncccssaiy oidcrs to be issued to the collcctoi and the cleik of the 
woiks 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13tli September 17G3 • The 
having scpaiate fish markets toi the military, native inhabitants, and 
families within the town, having given lisc to many disputes, and been 
the occasion of much heart-burning and discontent amongst the 
inhabitants in gencial, and being thcieby induced to believe one gencr.il 
maiket Mill answci oui intention muchbettei, the same is agiecd to and 
oidercd to lie held accordingly without the Bazar Gate 3 

Court of Dilectors’ lettei , 22nd March 1765, paragiaph 124- In your 
letter of the 25tb March 1761 by the Speaker you mention an attempt 
you made by opening two markets in order Hint tlie inhabitants might 
be better supplied with fisli, which wcaic soiry to find lias not answeicd 
the intent 1 As wo should be very glad to contribute anything m our 
power to the benefit of the inhabitants particularly icgaiding fish, 
which we are persuaded is a vciy essential article both to our own 
sei van ts and the black inhabitants, we ordeicd that the revenues arising 
fiom the fishing Kolis be laid before us. These amount to about 
Bs. 1171 per annum, of which Its 515 is paid by Kolis fiom the other 
side ; the net produce fiom the Bombay Kolis is Bs. 3626. Tart of tins 
sum oi even the whole of it we uto inclined to give up if thcieby you 
judge gieat plenty of fish could be caught aud hiought to our maiket, 
and tbeie sold, so as all oui covenant scivants, mililaiy and marine, 
might be plentiful]}- supplied at a reasonable pntc j and tlie inhabitants 
in general be also benefited by it. We mean only hcieby to encourage 
the fishery as much as possible and such of jour counhy people of 
whatever caste they may be, as shall choose to fish foi themselves and 
then families oi for the consumption of the island, may, if you think 
fit, have fice hbeity to do so without being liable to pay us any duty 
whatever. But such poisons as fish foi exportation may still Be subject 
to any reasonable duty you shall duect them to pay. Wo leeommend 
this affair to youi deliberate consideration. If you find it does not 
greatly inteifere with any other hianeh of our business, we peimit you 


’Comp of Standing Ord. Yol 2 of 1759-17SS, 220. Fob. Diary 11 of 1703, 43G 
1 lNib Diary 11 of 17G3, 4 oS 

5 Comxi ofStaiiding Ord Vol. 2 of 1759-17SS, 103-101 Pnb Diary 41 of 17C3, 
GG7-5G5 Bombay to ConrL 25tb Mar. 1/G4 para 109, Pub Dep Betters to Court 
VoL II of 17G1, 70- 71» 

1 Bombay to Court 23tli Mar. 1701 para 109, Pnb. Dep.>Ltttcn> to Court Vol. 11 of 
17G1, 70-71 
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to do therein whatever you think may conduce most to the public 
benefit, taking- the necessary care that i£ the present duties paid for 
fishing 1 bo given up, the inhabitants may have an adequate advantage 
in being plentifully supplied with that necessary aiticle of pi o visions. 
Otherwise our end and design in peimitting you to lelinquish the duty 
cannot be answered. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st January 1766: Messis. 
"William Hornby Samuel Court and It aw son Hart Boddam are 
appointed a committee for taking into consideiation that part of the 
Honourable Company's commands relative to the inciea.se of the quantity 
of fish upon the island, audicporttotlic Board whether the proposal for 
relinquishing the lcvonuo arising from the fishing Kolis or any other 
method the committee may be able to point out will answer the 
intended purpose 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th July 17 GO: Taking into 
consideiation that part of the Honouiablc Company's commands of the 
22nd March 1765, wherein to promote the good of fishery they arc 
pleased to agree to lelinquish the revenue ansmg from the cooler y, we 
aio unanimously of opinion that the giving up of the same to the Kolis 
would by no means answer our Masters' good intentions, but that it may 
be appiopiiatcd in such manner as greatly to increase the quantity of 
fish brought to market and consequently the inhabitants will be more 
plentifully supplied cither by building well boats or granting picmiums 
to such of the fishermen as bring most to market, aud on this occasion 
the agreement entered into in 1766 until the patois is lefcrrcd to and 
must now be enforced 3 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th August 1766 : Messrs. . 
Hornby Court and Boddam are appointed a committee for forming a 
set of regulations for conducting the fisbciy, aud disposing in the best 
manner of the revenue arising fiom the coolery which wo have alioady 
determined to appropriate to this purpose. 1 

Letter fiom the Committee of the Fish Market to Government, dated 
Bomba}' 7tli October 1766: Having, agreeable to your Honour's 
orders, met and taken in consideiation the state of the fish market, wo 
have drawn up sundry regulations rcgaidmg them which we herewith 
enclose for your approbation, and aie of opinion that if published m the 
usual manner and strictly adhered to, they will very effectually 
answer the intended purpose. The pioposcd lulcs are given below 6 : 

1. That fishing boats be all numbered and the patcl and Kolis give 
in their names to be logistered by the inspector, and none suffered to 
fish without observing this rule that on their coming to land until fish 
it be lcgularly inspected, by which means a proper judgment may be 
made whether what they bring on slioic is adequate to their charges 
and labour and conclude whether they conceal or otherwise dispose of 
the host sort of fish. 
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1 Pub Doji Court's Loiters Vol. 7 o£ 17GB- 1708, 40*41. 

5 Pub. Diaiy 46 of 1766, 42 1 Pub. Duuy 4Q o£ 176G, 400. 

‘ Pub. Duuy 17 of 17GG, 101, ° Pub Diary 17 of 17GG, G23 * G25. 
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2. The to be divided into tlnec piiceH one foi the town 
maiket, one foi the militaiy, and one foi the black inhabitant*, all Foils 
equally alike ; and the women to lie ready in lluee companies, one foi 
each lCbpective maiket ; and a division of money to he made into t-even 
equal numbers, out of wlueli one nnmbei whose (uni it shall be, aftci 
the fish is sold, shall daily clean the maiket of all filth which they 
must lie obliged to catty aw a}’ and throw into the sea to pievcut 
infection, taking it day and day alxmt. 

5. The constables of the countiy, till these lcgnlations hate 
piopcrly taken place, to attend by rotation one to eacli maiket daily and 
be strictly charged to do then duty, to suppie«s any distuihanees that 
may arise, or if chaiged to cany be foi cany of His Majesty's Justices 
of Peace any pennon or poit-ons so offending, and that some allowance 
may' be made them foi then tioublc hciem. 

4-. Evciy pci ton selling then fish must be obliged to bring their 
scales and to have with them a t-lb a 2-lb. and a 5-lb weight stamped, 
and to sell the diffeieut sm ts of iish both fio-li and salt at tin* following 
prices of which a boaid to lie affixed at each maiket, specifying the 
«=amc- /Wi me. 



IK>50U IwOLIS 

TIlEtr 1*1 IlC 





f»Tl« 

Frch. 

^UMhI DrUit 



11« nr» 

P'fC 

nnip. 

in 

«|r* 

p*n 

i’ii. 

1 

I'uricm (hirlm) 

0 

0 

J 

Hit* Hi 

0 

0 

» 

Tin lb. 

2 

« bite I'oiuiilirctu 

0 

0 

1 

Do 

(1 

0 

4 

Pj 

3 

Watk «lu 

0 

a 

4 

iv 

0 

n 

\ 

P» 

1 

buds (cht.aln) 

V 

0 

2 

no 

0 

0 

1 

Do 

6 

1 In ball 

0 

0 

l 

n. 





C. 

Mullets 

0 

0 

1 

Do. 





7 

bcvr* 

0 

0 

4 

To 

0 

0 

s 

'Hit it. 

S 

Nrura (ncr ur jitrla) . 

0 

u 

4 

Pu 





0 

I'm \ ns 

0 

0 

1 

I>. 

0 

ft 

4 

The uj) f u 

in 

PnCXi (tl tVu) 

0 

n 

n 

lVl, 

0 

0 

3 

JXa. 

11 

Mutlonr rip (muritt) 

0 

0 

1 

Dn 

0 

(1 

3 

T».i 

u 

Sh'Uf. 

0 

0 

2 

1)0 

0 

0 

3 

P> 

11 

CO|lt\t (k'llltl I-) 

0 

0 

»_ 

1)0 

0 

0 

■i 

P.I 

11 

Rolulu (.alios or Fturj,cnua 

(1 


o 

Do 

0 

0 


Vo , 

15 

J'tini*xu.l<x4 . 

l> 

0 

1 

Do. 

5 

0 

0 

Tl.i '*100 

1U 

Rhinff 

0 

0 

3 

Do 

0 

1) 

u 

*1 in lb 


N iru Kolis tump rncre 


Sort* 

Frtrb. 

S lit mid Dried 



It. 

qrs. 

MCI 

Rate 

11. 

ftra i*ice| 

rnlc 

1 

Cuncns (Karl*) 

h 

ft 

0 

Tilt corj;o 

Ill 

ft 

(I 

Tbc cor^c 

2 

White Pumphret? 

0 

l 

10 

Do 

0 

i 

0 

Do 

J 

d-’cl" do. 

1 

o 

l{ 

Do. 


0 

0 

Do 

1 

5*wli (cbcv'il’v) 

0 

2 

0 

Do 

0 

o 

0 

Do. 

5 

Jlnlnls 


. 






■ • 

C 

wm»c*s « 









7 

Sctra •• 

2 

0 

0 

The corge. 

1 

0 

0 

The c*r^c 

b 

Nun filer orncrli) 


. 







U 

Prawns 

0 

i 

0 

The bari c* 

0 

0 

1G 

The bvd ct 

in 

l)ocH(diku) 

0 

3 

0 

The corgi 

1 

0 

ft 

TIil tnr*n. 

ii 

Maidnor ran (nrud'tr) 

J 

0 

0 

Do 

3 

1 

0 

Po 

is 

fchitis . 

0 

1 

0 

Do. 

0 

1 

0 

Do. 

Id 

Contj b (kanlias) 

8 

0 

0 

Do 

8 

1 

0 

Do. 

14 

Hob ilo Unllos or sturgeon. 

0 

1 

0 

The bun db 

0 

2 

0 

Ttar 4«W 

15 

Bumnicloca . 

0 

0 

1 

The 1C 

4 

0 

0 

Do 

1G 

Chiuj 

1 

o 

t'i 

Tin. corgi. 

1 

3 

0 

The « urge 


■K" /*•— 1 Those of the rombij oM fiplicry dnnl hummelon it I ’a. 31 Hit. bundle ol br\ 





Materials ] 


AND ISLAND. 153 


Mmiiu Kotos, Sattms tiihr Pokes 


Sorts, 

Salt nud Dried. 

Cun on*! (Km lie) , 
\l hue pomplirots 
Illncl. do 

S.i\ els (dim nls) 
Seers . . .. 

llununeliies . 

R* qrs piee 
MOO 

0 2 0 

2 0 0 
10 0 

1 0 

5 0 0 

R ite. 

The enr^e. 

Do 

n» 

Do. 

Do. 

ThL 1000. 


5. The boats always to land their fish at the places appointed by 
the inspector where they shall be properly inspected and m dcicd by 
him to the several markets, being 1 iiist weighed by him in the gross. 

6. On any complaint o£ insult or injustice offered by any person 
or poisons whatever to the inspector, lie will immediately Older a 
constable to cany the offender or offenders befoie one of Ilis Majesty's 
Justices of the Peace for the complaint being enquired into, who will 
give him such satisfaction as the nature of the ease requires. 

. 7. That any person or persons attempting to forestall the market 
by giving a greater price than heiein oideied or pui chasing out of the 
maiket excepting those hereafter mentioned, shall be fined or leceivc 
such corpoial punishment as one of His Majesty’s Justices of the 
Peace may judge adequate to the offence, and the informer be entitled 
lo one-lialf of such fine as may be levied. 

8. That any poison going to the stakes or boats from the shipping 
in the haibour on complaint and proof the officers m command of such 
ship or ships shall he fined as above. 

9. That no persons whatever shall catch any fish in Bombay or 
at Old Woman's Island, but the inspector or renter who has agreed 
with him for the same, without previously acquainting the inspector 
and the Kolis being furnished with his note, and that any one so 
offending shall be fined or otherwise punished. 

10. That fishing boats which are numbered shall be exempt as 
much a<= possible from ballasting the ships, and that the Collector 
should rather older the Kolis of Sun and other places that do not 
supply the maikct with fish to that duty. 

11. Astlieie are daily complaints of the soldicis abusing the people 
who bring tlicir fish to market to sell, often taking out what fish they 
please for them, such offcndeis must be sent by the inspector to a 
Justice of Peace who is to inflict on them such coiporal punishment 
as he may deem reasonable. 

12. Boats that carry drift nets are to land in Back Bay and from 
thence aie to cariy their fish to the market as ordered by the inspector. 

13. All fish caught on Old Woman's Island or elsewhere m the 
Company 's own nets and boats to be for the town use. 

14. A boat to be sent every clay to one of the moorings with a 
signal to seivc the shipping at the market price, and no person is on 
any account to attempt to beat or otherwise ill treat the Kolis. If 
Kolis are guilty or any misbclm iour, tlie pci son injuied is to write a 
chit to the ijispcctoi and send two oi more witnesses of the dime of 
which llie Kolis ma\ be accused. 
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15. That the inspeetoi noways inleifcie with the c alc or illusion 
o£ fisli hi ought to the public maikcts pave only such as aio caught 
by his own boats and the peoplo m his own immediate pay ; but the 
fisheimen oi women have the solo dispo'-al o£ them at then own libeity 
without distinction of poisons and fieo of all lestiamt at the maikct 
price heicinbefoiemcntioncd 

16 That whoever may infoim against any boatmen fishermen or 
otheis who act contiary to these legulations, as well selleisas buyois, 
thoy shall eithei be fined or leceive a coipoial punishment at the 
discietion of any ono of His Majestj^s iTushccs olthe PeaLC and the 
infonnei be entitled to one-half of such fine as may be inflicted. 

17. That the inspeetoi daily appoint such a numbei of women as 
lie may judge necessiiy to cany fish fiom the maiket to the distant 
paits of Sonapui andGngaonm oidei to lomedy by this means the 
inconvenience the inhabitants In mg at a distance might be sulqccted to 
by being obliged to send constantly to maikct, the lnsjicclor giving 
to such women Ins pcimit; and that any one daiing to act lieiein 
without a peinut shall be fined or otheiw isc punished as may he judged 
suitable to the offence by any one of His Majesty’s Justices of the 
Peace 

18 That the inspector he allowed for Ins tioublc in the execution 
of this sei vice 11s GO a month with a palanquin and a set of Kolis 
foi the bettei cnablmg lnm to piosecutc the same. 

19. The inspeetoi to apply to the Collector foi the time being on 
any tufling cause of complaint which he may not Hunk piopei to 
make before a Justice of the Peace 1 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th Octobci 176G Received 
the above leport fiom Hie committee appointed to fiamc a. set ^of 
legulations foi the better conducting Hie fish maiket, winch being lead, 
and a few alteiations made thoiein aie appiovcd and cudeied to be 
earned into execution by issuing a publication lequumg all peisons to 
comply theicwith The legulations to be affixed at the usual places and 
in the maime yaid foi the notice of people belonging to Hie shipping B 
Bombay Government Consultation, 18tli Much 17G7. Bead a 
petition fiom the Kolis lcprcpcnting that the fishciy is veiy much 
dibtie<=sed by the numbei of them cauymg palanquins. Oidoied 
that the Collectoi enquiie into the ments ot this petition and after 
supplying the fisheiy with a sufficient numbei of Kolis, distubute the 
lcmaindci amongst the inhabitants as neaily confoi mablo to the 
Honomable Company’s oideis as possible 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th Apiil 1767: Read a 
petition fiom the patels of diffeient Kolis upon the island, lcquestmg 
that thej r may bo excused attending palanquin duty. But as confin- 
ing this duty solely to the Dongn Kolis distresses the fishery and seems 
to be a haidship upon this caste in pailieulai as they all pay a jieusion. 


1 Puh Diary 17 of 17GG, G23-G2S. 

1 Comp of isUiulmp Old Vol 2 of 17:0-178?, 151. Puli. Diar\ 17 of 17GG, G07. 

8 full Diar} 13 of 17G7, 107 -JOS 
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ii i* ic-olvfd that fifty Kolis fiom the oilier castes be likewise required 
to do 1 !r"> duty. 1 

1ioin.iiJis bv the committee of accounts on the fisheiy accounts: 
A? the aihantjgc acenung to the inhabitants in general fiom the 
establishment ot a fi-hmuket within the town does not seem to be 
adequate to the expense? the Honourable Company sustain on this 
account, it is agiced we locommend to the Hoard tliat some other 
regulation may be consideied of. The follow ing is a statement of the 
expenses- : 


Fi'hn it : 

To lli' 1 iiTirmiil ot ‘■uiulry ili»l>nrs*'incn(-< nii'loin tlie jc.u hy Mr. Batty 
tnpij to ruolus, supplies of ncl? ami sundry petty ‘•toie-. . . . 

]i‘mfn t '/ : 

Hi fi-h mill from 1st Aimrn.t 17C0 to 3 let July 1707 

lli'in.uns of stuns, innuly : 

1 Milhinl ('tool-} .inf) co-.t 

.1 lio il-. c oit 

1 r.i.mlli' fish hooks 

14 v. u 

* •“ 1“ • • 

UJ 1/,/ns load 

•'ll Pound nud half-pound weights .. 

10 .Stick** 

A house fui a tisli iuarl.it out of the E.i/.lr Gate ... 


Di. 

n*!. q. r 
1S73 2 13 

Ci. 

121 2 02 


l’« 

5 

70 

n 

25 

13 

10 

<1 

213 


q. r 
2 50 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 25 
0 0 
0 0 
1 51 


l'.ilunc, lieinir tl'c net ln=5 sustained hy the Honourable 
Lump ini ... . ... ... ... . 


Totil 


3S2 

13CC 


1 29 

2 21 


1R73 2 *13 


Bombay Government Consultation, 13th October 1767: Bepcui?ed 
the rejitui fiom the eumnuttee of account*!, the remarks in which weic 
outvied Ins-t Council day niulaie nmv taken mto consideration, j»m ti- 
oularly that iel.it he to the ‘■talc of the fishei y. It m ob?ei veil all 
tlu* method*, hitherto tiied luve ployed ineffectual fm pi nettling plenty 
or lhh, and therofoic a pioposal is now laid liefore us foi furnishing 
this a’liele mi ecitain condition* as entered hereafter. It h* agreed to 
make Inal of it fm the ensuing year; when should it not lie found to 
answer, we shall endeavour to fall upon some other method The 
Culleot'ii must theieCorc lie oidoral to affoul the nuclei takers all the 
assistance m hi* pawei. 5 The afoio?aid pioposal i? given below : 

That ninku Smay, when hewasapalcl, did cairy on hi? busines? 
wiy light, and «.ip]ilied the inhabitants withfHi. He also managed the 
Koh?, and when ilustamji succeeded him thcicm, lie did conduct 
l ho nutkeU, in lint iheie had been no complaints leguuling ii.sli w'liich 
was r.gtdaily suppi'-d to that time. Some time theieafiir the said 
llustamp fill sjek, and, there being nobody cl=e to manage the fishery, 
Mi. 11\ t\ Id did iv.ablLh {be market* for that purpose, making conti act* 
with til** Kyi's vlreh wa? coutunied for a little time. "When the 
‘•‘id Bust imjtdej«rt(sl tin* life, h : s sons w eie cmploi el in hi? place, who 
i\irg under ego are not able a? yet to entry on the buxine?? of that 
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office So that IUrji Navioji acted in then behalf in lccoreiing the 
Milium pension anil distributing the Kohs foi the gentlemen's palan- 
quins. But Hu jt neglected the fish maiket which occasioned a gic.it \\\iiil 
of fish. When .VI 1 . Hoddam was Collccloi he pi opened to the Kolis. that 
if tho 3 r would pi ovule fish foi the use of the town, the Governor and 
Council would acquit them of their pension which they annually pay, 
amounting to Its.. 1000. This the said Kolis declined Mi Boddam 
icpiesentcil this to the Bond who appointed Mr. Batty to take caic of 
the fish maikols with an allowance of Its 30 per month foi a palan- 
quin and othei cliaigcs. Mi. Batty has ahead}* expended abo\c 
Its 2000, hut lias not yet boon able to supply the town with fis-li 

The Ilonouiablo Company have no occasion to hear so much 
chaiges upon account of the flsheiics This duty i elates to the patcl 
w ho has high pay and perquisites If the pale! requites any assist- 
ance in cai lying on his business, it ought to be afloidcd him , if be 
does not clioo=c to carry it on, theie is anothei poison who will agicc 
to do it without chaiging any more pay than the patel is allowed The 
following are the conditions that peison will l orpine • (1) The Gorernoi 
and Council shall encourage the ICohs and appoint them such places foi 
then lodging without lecciving an}' ground-ient from them and not 
foice them to eai ry palanquins, and he would bung them fiom otlici 
places. (21 That the Governor and Council will give him authority to 
prevent the Kolis selling fish in the town but make them hung it to the 
markets ; and if any of them Eliall he found acting contrary thereto 
the Boaid will punish or lay such fines on them as they shall think 
pioper. (3) That the Boaid allow’ six =epoys and one Pun oe to help m 
carrying on tins troublesome business; foi unless a pi oper man should 
nm aftei the Kolis continually with giealcaic,lic cannot be able to get 
fish enough lu case the iiunagei should at any tunc have occasion 
ioi •"MSiauce, in such ease the Ilonomable Company’s Collcctoi shall 
pi otcet him as much as lies in Ins power. (5) That the peison who will 
accept tins management will agiec to supply the inhabitants with fish 
and manage the Kolis, and will endeavour to find out some method to 
increase the supply as much as possible. (G) That no fishermen what- 
soever must be permitted to go a fishing without acquainting the 
managei, or in default of winch the Governor and Council mav lay 
such lines or punishments as they shall think pi opei (7) That the Kolis 
may fisli anywheie, except at the Bieacli, without any nunnci of impedi- 
ment from the Ilonouiablo Company. (8) If theie is any necessity a 
few Dongu Kolis are to he excused fiom the duty of the palanquin 
upon such impoitanb business. The above pioposals tins poison is 
willing to agiee to, unless Ilirji oi any other peison will engage on the 
same terms, and pi onuses to conduct the business with the gieatcst care 
and integrity. He further i epic sent? that no Emopean will be able to 
cany on this business so piopculy as a black man. The Euiopeau trusts 
entiiely to his servants , the black man who will accept of it, mil for 
fear of his ciedit being lost, take more caie and mu himself after this 
business and would not tiust any soivants w r ho are only lequned to go 
ei rands. 1 


1 Tul. 1>iji v \ l'i of 3 "07, 300-501. 



filatoiialfiO 


AND ISLAND. 


159 


Couil of Direclois' letter, lSlh Mai eh 1/68, paragraph 39 : It is 
very agreeable to us to find that the flesh market is better supplied 
now than for some years past, which must be of great service to the 
military and other inhabitants. This Ve expect you will attend to and 
make any alterations that you may find expedient, as well as to the fish 
market which we find has been much implored by new legulations, and 
we hoj>c with the continuance of your attention wall hlioitly answer 
what we wished it might be brought to. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 14<th .T uly 1769 : The Grand Jury 
at the last Sessions of the Peace having veiy pressingly lepiosented to 
the justices the present great scaicity ol fisli, notwithstanding the 
several regulations made by this Boaid for these many ycais past. As 
it occurs to us that if the fanners of the Old Woman's Island would 
give up then lease, or at least relinquish their light to the fish thereon, 
the market might be better supplied with this very necessary article. 
It is thcrefoie agreed to apply to them accordingly to know on what 
terms they will consent to either. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th July 1769: Received a letter 
fioin the lessees of Old "Woman's Island in answer to that w r rittcn 
them in consequence of our lesolution at our last meeting. This being 
consideied, it is agreed to refer the propriety of accepting their piopo^als 
foi relinquishing their lease to Messrs. Hornby, Jervis, and Fletcher 
who are appointed a committee for this puipose and to pieparc and lay 
befoic us such a plan as they may think most likely to procure a 
sufficient supply of fish for the market 3 

Report fiom the Committee appointed to regulate the fishery to the 
President and Council, dated Bombay 19th August 1769 : Having in 
consequence of your Honour's order to us under the 31st ultimo 
duly consideied the pioposals made by the rcnteis of Old "Woman's 
Island for giving up then lease, they appeared to us to be lather 
unreasonable , and having called on them, they have agieed to abate 
Rs. 500 thciein. "We are tlieieforc of opinion it will be most advisable 
to accept the proposals and that the following plan may answ r er the 
dcsiicd purpose of supplying the European inhabitants with. plenty of 
fish Mr. John Jones, who is well acquainted with this fishery, has oficied 
us to take on him the management of the same, piovidcd your Honour 
will for his trouble therein allow him a set of palanquin Kofis for his 
own use, and some peons to assist him in carrying it into execution. 
VT* theiefoie recommend that a patel and 25 Dongri Kolis be ordered 
constantly to attend the fishery undei the direction of Mr. Jones (with 
the allowance before mentioned). And as those Kolis represent to us that 
they have not at present nets proper for this fishery, we lccommend 
that they be for this time furnished with them at the Company's 
expense, as also with small boats should their own be too large for this 
purpose, and that all the fish-pond walls be repaired for them at the 
Honourable Company's expense. Could the whole or any pait of them 
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1 Full Dep. Coiut’s Letters Vol 7 of 17G5- 17G8, 311. 
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lie induced to live on ilic inland with llicir families, wo are of opinion that 
it Mould be bcltei than then residing at Dongii ; and mo ahu judge it 
ncccssaiy that all other pe lsons wliateiei should lepiolnlnted ftom Itch- 
ing lound about Old Woman’s Wand save there Roll* only. When the 
fish is caught, Mi . Jones is to weigh it in the lump and to send it to the 
clcik of the nia ilcet to lie 'old by the Kolis in the town maikot for the 
use of the Euiopcan inhabitants In older to gi\ c the Kolis all due 
eneomagement, w e would recommend that all fish hi ought foi sale within 
the ton n be sold at two pice per pound move than the piesenl into. 
We aUo lccommcnd to the Board that one boat fiom the Waih 
fishery duung the fishing season be dnected to lie daily sent into Back 
Bay uilh some of then piime fish foi the town use. It appealing 
to us that the emplojincnt of the lioats belonging to the Dongn 
Kolis m ballasting the ships, inteifeies gically with the fUhoiy, 
we lccommcnd that the Boaid fix six boats fiom Sun cool c 13 ' and 
six fiom Donga foi this purpose, which the Superintendent lias 
acquainted us will in his opinion he amplj' sufficient, that the}' l«c put 
lmmediatel}- undci the Collcctoi to be constantl}- employed on this 
service only ; and all indents foi balla«t be made to the Collector by 
the Superintendent As bj' their agi cement with voui Ilonoui the 
Dongn Kolis aic obliged to furnish 90 Kolis for the palanquin 
son lee, wo would recommend, piovidcd this numbei cannot be lessened 
foi the benefit of the fishoiv, that your Honour fix then distribution 
that it he not exceeded And that if afnithci numbei of Kolis are 
icquucd for this semee, the Collector lie oidcrcd to iaisc them fiom 
Sonapui Ivolis, the gi eater pait oE whom foi moil}' always earned 
palanquins Wc recommend also that such additional fci wants be 
allowed to the Collcctoi and clcik of the maikct as will enable them to 

sec these regulations earned into execution . 1 
° \ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26tli August 1769; Read the 
above lcttei fiom the committee appointed to regulate the fisheiy 
and theii several pioposals being appiovcd are oidered to !« earned 
into execution Agreeable thereto the Collcctoi is dnected to pay 
Rs, 2000 to the lessees of Old Woman’s Island out of the Koli fund for 
relinquishing then lease and to let out the island again exclusive of the 
fisheiy The poison (Mi. John Jones) who, conformable to the recom- 
mendation of the committee, is to act under the Collector, is to bo 
allowed a set of palanquin Kolis foi his own use and to have a palel 
and twenty-five Kolis with fom peons who are constantly to attend the 
fisheiy ; and the better to enable the Collcctoi and the clerk of the 
maiket to cany these regulations into execution, the formci is to be 
allowed four and the latter two additional jieons foi that puipore 2 

On the above measure in then lcttei of 25th April 1771 the Court 
write : We highly appiovo of your puichasmg the lease fiom the 
faimcis of Old "Woman’s Island for Rs 2000 as a means of better 
supplying the inhabitants with fish; and we recommend it to you to 
adopt every measure that shall occur foi having the fish maikct plenti- 
fully supplied . 3 


1 Pol) Diar> SI of 17G9, 615 - C17 

s Comp of btimling Ord, Vol 2 of 1759 - 1783, 233 Puli Diwj 51 of 1769, C3G C37 - 

3 Court toBoinbnj 23tli Apl. 1771 piRi43, PuVDcp Ct’sL Vol 8 of 1709-1771,278 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 281h August 1770 The regula- 
tions made last year for establishing a fish market have been found in- 
effectual. As the town in general has been very ill supplied} it is agiccd 
to pcimit of every one fishing nhcie they may think proper, to lay the 
maiket open, and to oblige every boat to take a chop ( thhdp that is 
sail or stamp) from the clcik of the market which must be returned 
at a particular place to be appointed for landing their fi«h. Should 
they land fish elsewhere they will be fined Rs. 50 foi each offence. 
The Malum and Waih boats aic to take their chops from the Chief of 
MAliimj and sheds for the sale of the fish aie to lie elected at the several 
slips which may lie appointed for diffcient boats to laud. The palanquin 
allowance and peons liithcrto given to Mr. Jones on this account aie to 
be discontinued. J 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th October 1770: As the 
customs hitherto collected on fish piove an impediment to its impoilation 
and is but a mcic trifle to the Honourable Company, the same is oidcied 
to be taken off except on l ut or buckshaw which must not be suffered 
to be impoited on any consideration. 1 2 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th January 1770 • Read a 
petition fiom the fishery IColis at Dongn representing that on account 
of the new works they have been removed from then homes by the sea 
side, and desiring that they may have a place allot led to them now 
occupied by some other inhabitants whose occupations do not lequiic 
their being near the sea. We readily acquiesce theicm. But the Kolis 
must satisfy the piopiiclois for their houses or if they cannot adjust 
their value among themselves, Messrs Jervis, Fletcher, and Keating 
must put such a valuation upon them as they may deem equitable.” 

Rcpoit fiom the Committee to the President, 20th October 1770: 
Enclosed youi Hnnom will receive account valuation of the Kolis' houses 
on the lidge of Dongri lull winch the puncipal cngineci iepi events be 
wauls to have immediately removed, as also valuation of tlio'-e houses on 
the spot assigned to the Kolis for lebuilding on 'Jlus latter item 
amounting to Rs. 1<1 56-0-24 is to ho paid by the Kolis themselves. 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2Gtli October 1770: Read the 
above report fiom the committee appointed to value the bouses to be 
removed on account of the new woiks, enclosing an account valuation 
of sundry bouses wanted to be immediately taken away fiom the lidge 
of Dongn lull which is oidered to bo paid accordingly. 5 

Cornt’s Icttci, 28th April 1791, para 29 ■ As wo understand 
that an old ailntrary power, which was established when the island be- 
longed to the Poituguesc, has been cxeiciscd m later times, and perhaps 
is in some degice still cxeiciscd, against that most useful set of people 
the fishermen, a certain number of them being obliged to fish in the 
Breach water and to act as palanquin bearers to some of the gentlemen 
iu office, for the first of which duties they either receive no pay or 
scaiec any and foi the latter not near the wages customary, and that 


1 Pnl> Diarj 50 of 1770, 400 = Puli Diary 50 of 1770, 739 

J l»«li Diaiy 55 ol 1770, 70. - i I'uli Diary GO of 1770, 570. 

''Puli Uiarj Gli of 1770, 5GD 
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they expo lienee otlici grievances which miiFt not only subject tlieir 
indnstiy to imposition but (lick pei eons to insult ami oppi cation from 
the sepoj s or otliei s aullioi ized to compel them to execute such duties, w o 
ducct that in ease such grievances do still m any degiee exisl, they lie 
on receipt of tins lettei cnliiely abolished and the lishcimon released 
fiom all such servitude and left as fiee as the othei inhabitants of the 
island 1 

In tlieir Dioiy of 22nd November 1791 the Boaid oidci that the 
Collector mu«t ho diicclcd to cnfoiee the instructions contained m 
the aliovc paiagiapli of the Comt’s lettei. 2 

The Colloctoi Mi. George Steveii'on’s letter to Government, 28lli 
November 1791 : I liavc duly received the extract of the 29th para 
fiom the Honourable Company J s letter of 28th Apnl 1791 and beg 
leave to infoim vaur Honourable Boaid that not any Kolis who act 
undci me have evci been employed to fisli m the Breach water The 
Dolkais, whoaic tho fishing Kolis in my depaitment and the only people 
who possess nets, are nev oi employed to carry palanquins. Tho-c 
Kolis emplovcd foi that pm pose leceivc the same fixed pay established 
for all Kolis who cany palanquins on this island , and u henever they 
me employed m such a mnnnci as to leave their families and habitations, 
they receive, if only foi a single dav, much higliei hhofta than wh.it 
it is customaiy to allow Kolis in the adjacent countries The great 
opulence of these people is too notonous to need my noticing to 
your Honourable Boaid faitlier than to rem.uk that this opulence has 
in a gicat mcasuic been acquit ed from the man}' indulgences granted 
them and wlneli no olliei caste of people on this island ev ci enjoy So 
that so fai fiom the Kolis Iaboiumg undci any grievance oi oppicssion, 
they aic and always have been considcicd and tieatcd as a favouml 
people. 3 

The Collcctoi Mi George Stevenson’s letter, lGtli December 1791 : 
Confoimable to tlic oidci of }oui Honourable Board of the 7th instant, 
it is ncccssaiy foi mo to explain ns briefly .is possible tlie w hole business 
of the cooloiy so far as iclates to what is noticed in the 29tli paragraph 
of the Company's commands dated 2Sth Apiil 1791 The mimhci of 
Kolis on this island amount to 201G, of which munbci 1061 aic fishing 
Kolis These Kolis possess 130 boats which aie all at the command of 
Government on every mgent emergency such as embailang and 
disemhailang tioops. Foity-five of these boats aie employed in the 
neap tides, when the}' cannot fish, m bringing ballast foi the use of His 
Majesty’s fleets, the Honourable Company’s ciuizeis, and such mei chant 
slups as may want it. This is all the duty I am acquainted with 
exacted fiom these people by Government, that is, they icceive as much 
as could he demanded by any other people foi peifoiming the same 
service The indulgences granted these people aie ail exclusive right 
to all the fislieiy, not only in all water suuounding tins island but for - 
several leagues out in the sea and wheie they and then pinpeityarc 
piolected and seeuicd fiom being plundered by pirates, by the aimed 


1 Tub Dcp Court’ 1 ! L Yol 13 of 1791 1795,31-15, Tub Dnn 99 of 179], S10 
* Puli Dmrj 99 of 1701, 810 5 Tub Dims 99 of 1791, 855, 
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vessels belonging to tbc Honourable Company. On shore they are 
indulged by having the pnvilege of building tlieir habitations on any 
spot of ground most suitable to the advantage of their business, and if 
this giound happens to be the piopcity of the Honourable Company 
they aie allowed to occupy it without paving any rent. They have also 
Iaigo spots of ground giantcd them for the convcnicncy of diymg their 
full, and other ground to repair and dry their nets on. Foi this 
likewise, if it be the property of the Hououiable Company, no ground 
rent is exacted Thus your Honourable Board will pcieeivo that these 
people aie never employed by Government without being paid for their 
labour and that the indulgences giantcd them aie highly beneficial to 
their pm ate emoluments. 1 * 

Bombay Government Ordeis on the Collectors above letter' 
Having now before us a description of the duties exacted by Government 
fiom the Mrtzgaon Ivolis, it is resolved in confoimity to our superiors' 
late orders that the above class of inhabitants be exempted from tlic 
duty of palanquin bearer and that of fishing in the Breach watei, the 
same exemption to take place fiom the 1st of next month (January 
1792). As it appeals from the Collector's representation that one of the 
duties of the Mazgaon Ivolis is to assist until tlieir boats in ballasting 
vessels in the liarboui, we judge it advisable to take the opinion of tlic 
Superintendent whether m the event of those IColis being dispensed 
until from that exaction, any inconveincnce u ould accrue to the public 
service. 3 


Tlic following is a list of the yearly lales of tax and pension levied in 
the coolerics of Bombay and MJhim Districts : * 
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The iou.nne fiom llnf t-ouiec m I SI 7-3 S amounted to IK r >~‘53 and 
m 1S1 S-l*> to IK. 5 {0 1 Tin® lullin'; ni«*iea«o minis fiom a low addi- 
tional Koli^ having engaged in lidiing and conMiqucntly becuino Mibjoi'l 
to the lax unpoted on this clus*, oi the Companj'b tnhjoeK. 1 

3 . S.\/,T 

In a Bombay leliei to Sural, 13lh August 1GS(‘», the Deputy 
Oovcinoi and Council wntc • The Tadic Supcnoi o£ Bandra m tlie 
time alien Mi. "Waid was Deputy Goiemoi did mate a salt -pond out 
of a tii-lung waic called Haul] between Sion and Malunga, and tile 
Ivuljmbis and Math irs (Jlliatdias oi cldcif.) of Sion, Malum, Phai.hi, 
and Matunga fay it, belongs to the lliglit Ilonoiu able Company, and 


1 Culkctoi’s ltipoit of SSlli Jail 1S20 for 1 Sib IV, l!o Dmij 150 „f lbUO, bl 
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the fi-li was sent to the Deputy Governor, and that it was cuslomaiy 
fm the Deputy Governor to go and li«=li there two or three times a year, 
also that Lewis Cuzado did pay a fellow to look after it. Upon 
infoimation whcicof an action was enleicd against, the Padic^but lie 
leCusolh to appear in Court and can show no order fiom Mr. Ward nor 
none else for tui ning the fishpond into a salt-pan. Weaio informed 
for these two ycais past the pan has yielded 20 tissalcs of salt a year. 1 

In 16SG, December 14th, the Bombay Council write to Suiat: We 
will not want salt, having enough by us on this island. 2 

With a new to enlarge and lepaii the Vadala salt-pans a Con- 
sultation, the 27th August 1731, reeoids : The Vaddla salt-pans being 
very much out of lepair which prevents the Knlambis making the usual 
quantity of salt, the Picsident oideicd a survey to bo made of the 
said salt- work. It is computed that to lepair and eulaige the 
same will 1 orpine seven to eight Uuudied mpucs. As there is a 
piospect. of salts being demanded this year as well as tlie last at an 
advanced pneo, wo hope that in a little lime we may be able to 
leimbuisc om Honouiable Masteis the money we shall expend m this 
lepaii. Diieeted that the piopci oidcis bo given that the same may be 
set about with all necessary expedition. 3 

A Consultation, the 31st December 1733, records • The Picsidcnt 
iC]u , esent.s to tlie Boaid that a large quantity of the Ilonouiablc 
Company’s salt as well as that belonging to piivale people remains 
unsold on the island because of tlie i evolution that has happened in 
the Sidi’s country winch gives the greatest vent to the salt of this place; 
the President thcrefoic piopo«es to the Boaid to make some abatement 
ill the puce to encourage the merchants to export the same Agiced 
that tlie President consulting the leccivei and counliy moicliants fix 
the piice of salt for this year as lie shall see leasonable and most likely 
to eneouiagc the consumption of the same. 1 

In the matter of fixing the pnee of salt as noted above, a Consultation, 
the 18th January 1734, rccouls : The Piesidenl acquaints the Board 
that having consulted with the recoil or and the countiy mci chants 
about the puce of salt the same has been settled by him, namely that of 
Bauli, Shaikh-Misri, and Smi at Ils. 50 per nfs and that of adilla at 
Its. 46 foi one year.’ 

Jn connection with a request to loducc tlie lent of the Suii salt-pan a 
Consultation, the Stli March 1743, recoids: A petition being lead fiom 
tlie poisons wlio lent a salt-pan lying at Suri, sotting loitli that the 
said pan being filled m gicat measuic with sand, it will not pioduce 
the same quantity of salt as formerly and incapacitates their paying the 
lent from them due. In fuluic they request the Honourable Company 
will accept tlie half of the actual produce. 'J be Boaid obseive that as the 
defect m tlie pan pioceeded fiom their own negligence the petition is 
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rejected and they are told others will he found who will rent the same 
if they do not choose to continue to lent it on the formci terms 1 

Regarding salt ic venue the Court of Directors on the 7tli Maich 
1719-50 wiitc On taking into consideration that paragraph of joui 
lettci of the 11-tli Fcluuaiy 17 1-'), i elating to the accounts of Bombay 
Presidency, so fai as regai ds our icvenuc of salt, and tlie reasons you 
give theiem foi the diminution thereof, we have caused an account to 
lie diawn out of the gencial books foi seven yeais ending the 31st July 
1743 to be laid befoie us By tins it appeals tlie Company's sale or 
cxpoit of salt foi the first six years (1741 - 1747) amounts to a medium 
of one hundicd and t-e\ cn uh thice quaiteis annually, and that the 
«ale thereof fot the last (17 1 7- IS) of those yeai f w as only lliii ty rd f . To 
account for this decrease of bo x ery matenal a blanch of our revenue 
you allege the tioubles at the southern poits hmdeicd the expoit tlieicof, 
and also that jnivato liadeis have vended more consideiable quantities 
than usual. This last is a leason not at all justifiable because it so 
manifestly turns to oui gieat hurt and detnment. We tlieicfoic 
cannot imagine how tins laigc pnvate cxpoit could be earned on 
without i our knowledge oi connivance. 

The Kulambis oi husbandmen who manufacture tlie salt and pay the 
Company a toko rent oi moiety of tlie animal pioduct of the salt giounds, 
and aic entitled to the othei moiety for their expense and laboni, seem 
to m. to have an equal light to Fell their moiety with the Company and 
no moie. Furtliei we aic told by some of om mcmbeis that this was the 
old Flandmg rule or maxim foimeily, and generally ob=ci\ed But 
wo have been acquainted that of late yeais om pcivants have made a 
practice of buj ing salt fiom the Kulambis at cheap lates and vending 
the same to the expoit eis at considerable piofit whoicby om salt bath 
been lett on band \eiy much to oui disadvantage. 

As it theiefoie is incumbent on you, and more especially on us, to 
keep a watchful eye on all those who have the inspection and management 
of any biaucli of oui revenue undei tlieir caie, aud to cause an 
immediate enquny to be made when it is impaired cn sunk low, we 
positively enjoin and oidei you to make a stnet aud impartial enquny 
into the state of the Company's salt giounds and then pioducc, ancl 
ako those of private pioperty for the last seven )cais>, and to set down 
in your piocecdings thereupon by whom the Fait w r as respectively sold 
' and at wliat lates, and what obseivatione you make to be necess a iy for 
our lufoimation. If upon tlie whule you find that our sen ants, the 
Collectois of our revenues, oi the Poitugue=e stcwaids of the salt 
giounds, oi any of them, have been guilty of any bieach of tiust or 
maladministration in their offices respectively (for wo are fully 
com meed our Collectois have Fold salt especially m tlie yeai 1747-48 
when the average pnee of salt appeal f to be fo bigb as one hundred and 
thirty-three rupees poi ids) we direct you to get us full reparation and 
satisfaction for the wrong aud injury we have sustained by tlie breach 
of tiust m such offendei s, and do dismiss suspend or censure them as 
the ciicumstances of the case lequue, and is agreeable to equity and 


1 Bom Gov. CcnbiilLitiou Stli Maid) 1713, Pnl; Di.uj lb of 171,1, 07. 
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good conscience, that the rest oC our servants may thereby be admonished Chapter II. 
to do nothing upon any account prejudicial to our revenue. Trade. 

By the general books it doth not appear n’hat quantity of salt might g a ] t Revenue, 
remain annually upon hand to balance, and we cannot readily trace 1741 -1748. 
out the total annual export from the Bombay and Maliim accounts of 
customs, so that wc direct you in future to send us a particular account 
of the salt made and sold every year, with the total export thereof 
from the island, and the balance upon hand, and that the same be duly 
signed and certified by the collectors of our customs and revenues to be 
a true and full account thereof. 

And we further insist and order that our salt (while there is any on 
hand) he sold jointly with that of the Kulamhis at such moderate rates 
and prices as may promote and encourage the export as you shall fiom 
time to time think fit to settle and appoint Also that such lates and 
prices shall be made public and entered in your Consultation book 
accoidingly. And ive further order that the ICulambis he duly and 
punctually paid their moiety on such sales of salt as the money shall 
he received for the same without delay or inconvenience to them. 1 * 3 

Rcfciring to the above orders from the Court, a Consultation of the 1730. 

16 th October 1750 records: The Honourable Company having been 

{ ileased to order that m futuie the puce of salt he settled m Council 
jefore any is permitted to he cxpoited, the same is now fixed, namely 
llaiili at Rs 80 per rds and all other at Bs 70. 

The same Consultation continues . The Honourable Company have been 
pleased to oider an examination to be made into the exportation of salt 
for some years past. Messrs. Sedgwicke Scott and Lane are appointed 
a committee to inspect the Collectois’ hooks and accounts for the fourteen 
preceding years and to draw out a regular account of what quantity lias 
becii 4 expoitcd annually m that time, by whom respectively sold, and at 
what rates. This they are to lay before the Board B 

A Consultation, the 13tb November 1750, recoids : Bead the report 
of the committee who were appointed in Consultation the 16th ultimo 
to make an examination into the state of the Honourable Company's 
salt revenues j oidered that it be entered after this Consultation with 
the account they have diawn out thereof 1 

The following statement gives the sale or expoit' of salt for the Salt Trade, 
fourteen years ending l7iS, setting foith upon whose account the sales 173D-1748. 
were made and the medium lates per ras fixed under the management 
of the scvcial collectois : 


1 Court to Bombay 7tli Mar 1719-30 paras 5G-60 Pub Don Court’'. L. Yol. 3 of 
1713-1751,103-200 Comp of Standing Ord. Vol 1 of 1713-1721, 100. 

= Bom Go\. Consultation lGtb Oct 1700, Tub. Diaiy 23 of 1750, 372. 

3 Pub. Diary 23 of 1730, 40(i, 100-410. 
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On the 7th December 1750, the Colleetoi Mi L.uvi ence Snlivan 
writes to Government As the gentlemen appointed to examine into 
the salt revenue have (tlnough an abortion of Mi. IV Scdgwickc) 
committed a mistake piejudicial to the Honourable Company and of 
disservice to me I esteem myself undei a nccc-sity of gn ing you this 
trouble. In thcgencial advices to England by Bo- i am n, it is said that 
the amount of 38 id* of salt cliaigcd to Mr. Byfpkliu the Salisbuiy’s 
letter, as also a diffeient amount of 31 nix insetted m the Bo-cn lrrn’/t 
addicts, \veie lioth xecencd fiom Mi Law lence Sulivan the Colleetoi. 
I theiefoie beg leave to assuic joui Ilonoui that the committee 
leccived no such account fiom mo nor was it. leipiiicd Goncial sales of 
Collectors salt I did give them winch could have no affinity with the 
piesent question lelative to abuses only, and the statement dehvoicd by 
me to the late Piesident horn which wa- taken the quantity mentioned 
in the Salisbury ’t> gencial Icttei i« nglit My lettci to the committee 
will clear up this point as aho explain to the Honourable Company the 
fixed method of expiating salt The l canons why the Honourable 
Companj's sides of salt in Fome years eonsideiahly exceed tho-c of the 
husbandmen who should have a moiety, aie the debts owing by the salt- 
makei.s, now hi ought on the Colleetoi ’s books, which uili show’ an 
increase to this yeai's lcvenuc of Its 5203-2-97 As all this is omitted 
in the committee's i«*poit, T lcquest of loin Ilonoui that the said lettei 
which I here mdosc with this my addiess may he cnteied m the 
Consultations wdienl flattei mjFclt they will suflhicntly Mudicatc me 
fiom every lcflcction 1 

Mi Sulivau's letter to the Committee, dated the 27th Oclolier 1750 
and lefcircd to above, iuns At youi last meeting it was lequned of 
me to answci m writing the following questions % 

( 1 ) MTiat quantity of salt lias been made each 3 car foi 11 years 
past to the 31st July 1748. 

(2) The geneial lemains of salt foi each }’cai. 

(3) The quantity of salt sold on the Hononiable Company’s 
account with the medium iates to the like numbei of ycais. 


1 




1 Put Dinn 23 of 1700 iGS - -1G0 
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(].) The quantity of salt sold on the Kulambis’ account. 

(5) Do. exported on pi irate account. 

(6) Total export of salt 

To your first and second questions one answer will suffice. Private Ealt 
having no connection with the Tlonoui able Company's and Kulambis' salt, 
the Collectors never did more than distinguish to the custom master 
the exports of private salt as they occuncd. Consequently it is imprac- 
ticable to give the quantities made or the geueral remains for past 
years, but in future jt may be done and a regular register kept in my 
office. Your tliiid and fouitli questions I can complete for the 14 years 
requned. The fifth and sixth 1 cannot answer, because no accounts of 
private expoits arc available before 1745. However, instead of the 
14 ycais to July 1748 I shall subjoin the Honourable Company's and 
Kulambis’ sales for six years fiom 1745 to 1750 inclusive. These give 
you fully the sales of salt on the Honourable Company’s, Kulambis’, and 
private accounts, together with the total exports of and the medium 
prices of each year. From that statement it appears that the Company’s 
sales, or rather the amount earned to the Company's credit, is much 
gieater than the share of the ICulambis concerned with them. In explana- 
tion it must be observed that the Company’s yearly cxceedmgs aie in part 
stoppages for 'debts due from the salt-makeis which aie gradually 
lecoveied as the peoples’ abilities admit Those debts, and their lise 
and decrease in the last six years, I shall heie insert The salt owing 
to the Honourable Company are debts of many years standing, for the 
Kulambis or public salt-makers have, besides Rauli, distinct pans m Suri, 
Shaikh- Misii, and Vadrila. These formerly (as Rauli does now) paid 
» the Company’s tola or fixed quantity yearly; and while that method 
held, they weie annually deficient, which brought on the present 
regulation. The Kulambis were indebted to the Company as follows : 


Yew 

Jin’. 


Yen 

Jfu*. 

1745 

.... 227 

— 

1748 

. . 204 

1746 

. . 208 

— 

1749 

.. 149 

1717 

... 179 

— 

1750 

... 122 


The rules laid down for exportation aie short and plain. The 
Honourable Company for themselves and for the Kulambis oi public salt- 
_ makeis sell the first two or three months or until about 50 rds are sold 
without admitting the private salt-makers to sell any, for this equitable 
leason that the Company’s computed quantity is annually about i us 160 
against rds lit of private salt. After the fust three months to the 
end of the year the sales aie invariable, namely 3 rds the Company’s and 
Kulambis’ and Jrd the pnvatc salt-makers’. 1 

On the above letters, at their Consultation the 7th December 1750, the 
Boaid obseivc : Read a letter from Mr. Lawionce Sulivan with copy of 
one wrote by lum to the committee who were appointed in Consultation 
the 16th October last to examine into the state of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s salt revenue. As Mr. Sulivan mentions abuses m said letter and 
ceems to insinuate as if such had been committed in the Collector’s 
office, the Secretary is dnecled to acquaint him that the Board expects 
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lie will explain to them what such abu=cs ate and bv whom commit tnl, 
and that lie slate the same in a cleat niul di-linel light to tliwn fm 
their infoimalion 1 

Thcicupon Mr. Sulivan write 1 ;, the 20th Decenibci 17 30 • The 
Socielaiy by loiter acquaint*- me that it is your nvilei I explain to 
your Honour what I would insinuate l»y my abuse*- in mv ad(lre«- ef 
the 7th instant, hy whom committed, as also tos-tite the same in a 
clear ami di-linct light. My letter was intended to cleai me fiom 
dehvcnng diffcient accounts of Z^Ti liyfeld's exceeding* in the sale 
of salt ; 1 name hint in my address and T call those exceeding* an ahu‘ 1 * 
I know of no other®, and this being puhlie to the late Pic<idcnt and 
Council and hy them determined by the 5i/tVnfiy’> gcncul advice- to 
England, I apprehend join Honours do not mean I slnll meddle with 
it. In tins I am confumcd as the committee appointed by the Into 
1’iesidcnl and Council in November to examine (lie -ilt levenue Toi 
many yeai® past made it nopal lot Iheii enquirj'. If I have mistaken 
the oulers of your Ilonoui, upon notice I will inslnnllv* draw up 
j* statement. But this indeed can only he lepealmg a fact all eady 
know n to the members of Council 2 

On perusing the above letter, the Bonid leconl, the 21et December 
1730 Head a letter fiom Mi. Suhvan fiom which and his fonnci 
letlci cntcicd aflei Consultation, the 7th instant, it plainly appears 
that the exceeding* in Mr. Brfelil’s s.de of salt m 17 IS was n ally 
1 di 38, ncithci nioic oi less as mentioned to the Ilonoumhlc Company 
by ship tiah^bm y, and to which the committee appointed in Consul- 
tation, the 16tli Octobei, to examine into the Ilonoiuable Coinpim's 
salt levenue, acrjiiiescc and are satisfied with it ’* 

A Consultation, the 5th Maich 1751, lecnnls- Tlie T’ovul being 
met at the w aielionsc and the mei chants attending, it. was agreed tiist 
to put up the ealt pins Ixdonging to the Ilonoiuable Comp my and 
puvatc pei sons in one lot at the dc«ne of the mcichatils and ou the 
convlitions on which they were to he fanned out The conditions weie 
lead as follow® 

1 That the f.um Ijc let foi seven v'eai* commencing fiom the 
1st .Tune 1751 to the Ulst May 373S, and the amount of the f.um 
to he dischaigcd vcmly on the ."1st Maj of each jear. 

2. That the faunoi in consideration of the lent he pay - shall be 
at liberty to sell his salt foi the most lie can gst without any inlci- 
ruption and shall 1« also empoweicd to make use of all the Kul.unhis 
that me alieady employed foi the cultivation of said -alt-pans, and 
leccivc of them the silt as the Ilonoiuable Company used to do for 
the inspectin' pans. 

d. That the f.urnci shall picsoiveall the s. ( U-pans in the same 
condition as he shall find them at the time lie lecuivcs them into 
lus pn— os-ion and at the expimtion of the teim of his fawn delivci 
them in the like good oidei at his own ehaige and expense 

-J. That the f.umci shall have leave to expoitlus salt to am - 
poit vvhatsoevei and likewise may sell vvliat quantity he can foi the 


> Bom. (inv Consultation 7tli IVi 17">0, Pul,. Uiirv 2,! or 17.70, 1(>7 
5 Pub Unr, 11.5 of 1770, ."0(> 3 Pub Il.i-j 2 Sol 1730, I*i0 
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use of this island, and no oilier person shall be allowed to sell any 
without Ins leave 01 permission. 

5. That the owncis of the pi irate salt-pans who do not choose to 
deliver them up shall bo pcimittcd to sell tlieii salt in a one-third 
proportion to what the {aimers sell in the same manner they used to 
do until the Honourable Company. 

6. That no one on the island sliall buy any salt fiom the neigh- 
bouring country, so long as tlie said farmer lias any salt to dispose 
of, nor shall they let out to freight their vessels or boats to the other 
side mcicbanls to he loaded with salt upon pain of being fined at the 
disciction of the Governor and Council. 

7. That the custom masters of Bombay and Mdliim shall not 
cleai any of the salt boats without as is usual tlioir owners producing 
notes from the farmer or his officers that none of them may cheat 
the Honourable Company of their customs or the farmer of Ins 
money 

8. That should any of tile Ilonouiablc Compands salt remain 
unsold at tlie time of delivering tlie said salt-pans into the possession 
of the fanner, lie sliall buy that salt at a moderate price and pay the 
amount of it at the latter end of tlie hist ycai of Ins faim, and when 
any of tlie faimci’s salt shall remaiu unsold at the cxpnation of the 
said term of the farm, the Honourable Company or the next farmers 
shall talce tlie same at tlie laic lie paid the Ilonouiablc Company for 
theirs. 

9 That as sevcial Kunbis are in the Ilonouiablc Company's 
debt, the fanner shall pay into the hands of the collectors one-third 
of what money he receives for their proportion of the salt he sells 
till their icspcclivc debts aic discharged. 

10. That the charges and expenses of covering the salt sliall he 
- on the farmer's account. 

11. Tliat should any dispute aiisc between the farmer and the 
Kulambis that cannot lxs accommodated among themselves, the fanner 
may apply to the Collector who will decide the same and also give 
him the necessary assistance upon all occasions. 

After this the salt-pans were put up at Its. 5000 and cried down by 
Blnku Sinay, Ncwrckai, and Mauoel Texcnia at Its 9725 per annum/ 

Onilie7tli Febiuaiy 1758 the inhabitants of the island made tlie 
following representation to Government : That they have ahvays 
heretofore had fice liberty to buy salt for their use, at a reasonable 
puce as the Kunbis used to bring it to sell fiom door to door hut that 
they have suilcied much since the commencement of the present farm 
owing to the following reasons : 

1. Because tlin turners set up a shop at Muhim and another at 
Bombay and sell salt at five res tlie ciclholi which amounts to Rs, 208 
the nis though they at the same time sold it to the merchants at 
Rs, GO the ids or theicahouts. 
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2 That the salt which they sell in those parts is full of caith 
and good foi nothing 

8 That the inhabitants aie obliged to go themselves to the shops 
and bung the salt they puicliasc by bigan s oi labouiers, as they lne 
at too great a distance from the shops, which occasions a great elm go 
and loss of time and the salt to tain out to them at an esoibitant piice, 
and oftentimes they have been obhged toieturn without any, because 
the shops net e shut and none to be got All this the petitioners 
humbly submit to your IIonoui&' consideiation, begging the new 
f aimers may be obhged to sell their salt fiom dooi to dooi as hcretofoie 
usual. 1 

On perusing this lepicsentation the Boaid ob'cive, the 7tli Febiuaiy 
1758 Read a icpiesontation fiom the inhabitants of the island paili- 
cnlansing the lueomemeuecs vhich they suffer fiom the tcnoui of the 
salt faimoi’s lease, and being sensible ot the truth thereof, it is agiccd 
that we lcgulatc the conditions of the new farmer’s contract. 2 

A Consultation, the 14lh February 1758, lecoids Tlic Board 
rcpaiicd to the tent neai the bandai and all piopnetois of the pnvatc 
salt-pans refusing to fann out theirs but on the teims of the last 
conti act, the Honourable Company’s pan& wcie lcnted out alone foi 
ateim of seven reals commencing the 12th June next to Yithoba 
Udliavji, Bliagvanji Yisiiji, and Ndiaup Madliavshet for Rs 8800 
per annum oi only Rs 925 per annum less, foi the pnvate pans being 
exclude 1, on the following conditions being pievionsly dcclaicd . 

1 Th.it the fanners, shall hold the salt-pans foi the teim of seven 
veais to commence fiom the twelfth day of June next and to expne 
on the eleventh day of June, winch shall be in the year of oui Loid 
17G5 and shall pay the yeaily rent of the said salt-pans on the 
31st day of May of cveiy jeai till the expnation of the contiact. 

2. That the said faimcis foi their tiouble and expense mictailing 
salt to the inhabitants oi others on this island shall be allowed to 
leceive 50 per cent advance on the puce it sells foi at the pans, but 
no moie And foi the bettoi ascertaining the said puce, the Collector 
foi the turn, being shall cveiy fifteen days legulate and publish the 
same for the puicha'-eis’ information 

3 That the said faimeis shall be empoweicd to make rise of all 
the Ivulambis that bare usually been employed foi the cultivating of 
the said salt-pans, and that no poison but the said faimeis shall be 
allowed to employ them duung the months of March Apiil and May 
of every year in paiticulai 

4 That the said faimeis shall be obhged to keep the following 
shops for letailmg salt which shall he kept open eveiy day in the year 
fiom suinise till sunset, that is to =ay eight shops in Bombay and 
its distucts and foui shops in Mdhim and its districts, namely • 


> Tub Diary 31 of 1738, 101 - 102 
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Salt Shops, 115 S. 


BO'iius . [ 

SU'lliji 

No. 

Position. 

No. 

Position. 

1 

Church. 

1 

AIAhim. 

1 

Tobacco shop. 



1 

Poitugucsc Church 

1 

Snlvayrio Cluncli. 

1 

Mumbaflcvi. 



1 

Batchers’ houses. 

1 

Wruli Naln. 

1 

Cavol. 



1 

Gukoii (Giraaon). 

1 

Ar. sally (Has.Ui) Tank. 

1 

M.i/g.iou 



S 


4 



5. That the said farmers shall always have in each of the above 
mentioned shops a sufficient stock of good clean salt to sell to the 
inhabitants or others by retail withpioper servants or attendants to 
deliver the same at any time within the above mentioned hours. 
And upon pi oof of any failuie tlieiein being made to the Collector 
for the time being, the said faimcrs shall be liable to pay him a fine 
of Its 5 each time, one-half wlicicof shall be given to the com- 
plainant or pcison aggrieved and the lemainder for the Ilonouiablc 
Company. 

G. That the said farmers shall supply any person or persons who 
may be employed to salt meat or fish for the Honourable Company's 
military or marine on this island with such quantities of salt as he 
or they may want for those services, fioin the pans, at the same rate 
that the fanners may at such time sell it to the meichants for 
exportation, and shall be liable to such fine as the President and 
Council for the time being may think piopor to inflict m case of 
their refusing or delaying at any time to supply the same without 
shewing sufficient cause for it j as likewise in case of their imposing 
on any such person or persons in the last mentioned price'. 

7. That the quantity of salt to be exported by the said farmers 
shall as customary be full one hundred rus before the proprietors of 
private salt shall he permitted to export any. After tins the proprie- 
tors of private salt shall bo permitted to export one-tliiid of the whole 
quantity that is exported in the remaining part of the season. 

8. That at the expiration of the new contract the farmers shall be 
paid by the Honourable Company or the next fanner or farmers for 
any salt they may then have remaining at the medium rate which salt 
may sell for in the year 17G5. 

9. That should any of the present f aimers’ salt remain unsold 
at the time of delivering the salt-pans into the new farmers' posses- 
sion, they shall buy it of the present farmers at the same price that 
they paid the Honourable Company for their lemains at the com- 
mencement of the present contract, and shall adjust the term for the 
payment thereof in such manner as may be agreed on, when the new 
farmers receive tlio salt-pans from the' present farmers. 

10. That the new farmers bliall piescrvc all the salt-pans in the 
‘•amt 1 good older and condition as they may find them in at the tim e 
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they take possession o£ them at then own cliai ge and expense and at 
the expiration of then contiacl ‘■hall dclivci them up in like mmnei 
to the said Honourable Company or then older. 

11. That the said f.nmcrs sliall have leave to export theii salt to 
any place w hater ci and likcuisi may =011 uliat quantity they e.m fm 
the iim! of this island No other person shall lc allowed to sill salt 
pin.itely without the funnel's lea\c and permission. 

12. Tliat none of the inhabitants o£ this Hand shall huy any silt 
fiom the neiglihouiing countries so long as the fanner have any to 
dispose of, nor, upon penalty o£ being fined at the deletion of file 
Govcrnoi and Council for the time being, shall they let out to Height 
their vessels or boats to the othci tide merchants to be loaded 
with salt. 

13. That tlie custom masteis of Bomliay and Mubim shall not 
clear any of the salt boats unless as usual the owners pioduce a 
ceitificalc fiom then farmers or then officer-, that none of them may 
cheat the Honourable Company of theii customs or the faimeis of 
theii due. 

11. That as several of the Kulambis aie mdehted to the Ilonoui- 
ablc Company, the fanners shall pay into tlie hands of said Honour- 
able Company’s Collector for the time being onc-tluid of what 
money they lcceivc foi the Kulambis’ pioporiion oE tlie salt they sell 
till the Kulambis' lcspcctivc debts sue dischaigcd 

15 That the cliaigc of co\enng the Fait pans and all other 
chaigcs shall he home by the faimeis. 

1G That if any disputes ansc between tlie faimeis and the 
Kulambis that cannot be accommodated amongst themselves, tliofai mere 
may apply to the Collector for the time being who will decide the 
same and also gn e them the necc&saiy assistance upon all occasions. 

17. That there being a vacant space of giound at Shaikh- Jlisii 
which will admit of more salt pans being made for the Honourable 
Company's farmers' and Kulambis' mutual Iwnclit, the faimers shall 
lie permitted to make as many more as may be judged piopei oi 
necessity on their licaung an equal pait or one-lialf of tlie expense 
w itli the Honourable Company. 

18 That foi tlie security of the payment and the pcifoimnnce of 
tho conditions afoicsaid, the said faimeis shall bind and oblige them- 
selics their henb cxeeutois administrator oi aligns to tlie Pieident 
and Council and then successors on the prut and behalf of the afoic- 
said Honourable Company, by an obligation to be signed scaled and 
delivcicd by them on the twelfth day of Juno next, and the said 
farrows shall likewise have a counteipait thereof with the common 
seal of the afotesaid Honourable Company affixed llicielo. 1 

Kegaidmg lcpans to Falt-pan sluices a Consultation of the 7lh 
February 1769 lecoids • Read a letter fiom the Collector iepie=entmg 
that the sluices at tlie salt-pans aie much m want of lepan and enclosing 
a petition to lnm fiom the late oait faimeis Fettrng foitli the losses 


1 Bom. Gor, Consultation litli Feb. 1753, Pub Piar\ 51 of 1703, 1I8-I22 
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sustained by them dining the term of their lease It is ordered that the 
sluices ho lcpaired agreeable to au estimate fiom the cleric of the woiks 
now laid before this Board, amounting to Rs. 2‘1 89-2-10, and that the 
losses sustained by the oart faimers being Rs. 317-2-8 bo made good 
to them agreeable to the conditions of tlieir lease. 1 

J h Builders axd Build ixa Materials. 

In the caily daj's of Bombay carpenters and other artificers woic so 
scarce that to a certain extent Government were forced to keep them 
in the old Indian position of helot craftsmen. On the 19th September 
1G91- Government wntcto the Maliim custom master Mr. W. Aislabic : 
These are to cnordcr you to let none of these country carpenters go off 
this island without a particular order from us. Similar ordois were issued 
to Mr. Thomas Lawience custom master at Bombay and to Scijcant 
Rock at Cion. 2 

On the 27 th July 1695 an order to Mr. R. Sprig runs : Two pair of 
fiawyers accompany these whom you aic to employ and to allow them 
two sers of Ihichach and eight bitji uhs a day. 3 

An entry in the Surat Diary, the 12th December 1719, runs: 
Wrote a letter to Secictary Philupps which went by eight sawyers who 
arc sent down by older for the Company’s service at Bombay, they 
being impressed at Rs. 38-1- for wages and Rs. 32 for way charges. 4 

Rcfciring to Suiat carpenters employed at Bombay the Surat Diary 
of the 16th August 1719 has the following entry: A general letter 
lcceived from Bombay of the 1th instant wherein the President and 
Council send us a mustei of Guinea stuffs and desired us to pay to 
Mr. Paikcr’s older Rs. 4-154 for impioss (or earnest money) advanced 
to 16 carpenters who are employed by the Right Ilonouiablc 
Company. 3 

A week later, 22nd August 1719, the same Diary records : 
Rs. 1-154 paid to Mr. Lawrence Parker his order being for impioss 
given to 16 carpenters which are employed in the Right Honourable 
Company’s works at Bombay. 0 

Next year, the 25th August 1720, the Suiat Diary has the following 
entiy : The Piesident and Council in their letter of the 16th instant 
diicct to impress 10 or 12 carpenters for sbip-woik at Bombay 7 
' A Consultation, the 25tli May 1733, recoids : Whereas the number 
of eaipeulcrs caulkers and sawyers on the island is of late gicatly 
diminished notwithstanding tboic is at picsont a greater occasion for 
them than horctofoie. "Also as it has been several times recommended 
to the oveiscers of the Coolcry of Mrfzgaon to encourage the inhabit- 
ants of that village to bring up* their children to those trades, as they 
aio the persons fittest for the work and soonest acquire a knowledge 
of ciafl>, it is duected that the Secretary write a letter to the receiver 
of the Ilonouiahle Company’s rents and levenues by order of this 
Honid, lequning lum to give piopci oidcis that such a number of the 
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Mazgaon boys be put apprentices to tbe federal trades of caipcntois 
caulkers and sawjcrs as to complete and keep up the nmnbci of 
carpenters now on lire island to twenty, caulker- to thiify,. and 
saw\ cis to tlmty, and that he see his older s cffcelually put m 
execution. 1 

Regarding smiths in 1711 the Suiat Diary of the 25th .Tune 1711 
lccords Being in n ant of smiths to cant on the ncccstaiy hiismesc or 
tlie island, the Bombay Government direct ns to endcavmu to jnocure 
25 to whom no may piomisc Its. >t for e\ciy hundredw eight of iron 
they may woik up and their piovhions. 2 

In sending sheets for coppei smiths, the 11th Mai eh 173-3, the 
Court write to Boinbiy i Wc have Fent by the Sandwich foui p.m of 
sheers such as aic used by the coppersmiths in Ungland to cut eoppci 
plates foi then different uses As they will be the means of saving 
labour, we lecommcnd it to j*on to encourage the niiifituis to make 
u«e of them. 3 

In 1756 legaiding hrieklajeis the Bombay Dial j of the 1 till April 
lias the following entry Received by boat a leltci iiom the Societal y 
at Suiat which enclosed a list of the name- of "6 lmcklaycis Ecnt 
liithci and advised of each being advanced thice inonllis’ pay and 10 
days 1 piousions. 4 

Regarding Mazgaou caipentcre and olhei aitificcrs a Consultation 
of the 22nd March 1757 directs : It being more piopcr that all the 
Milzgaon carpcntcis sawyers caulkers and dulleis sliould in future lie 
under the marine superintendent's directions instead of the Collector's, it 
is agiecd that this regulation accordingly take place fiorn this lime ’ 

To piovide caulkers a Consultation of the 27lh September 1757 
directs: Not being able to get neai a sufficient number of eaulkeis 
for the marine service it is older cd that the Collector deliver o\ci all 
tlie Alazgaon hoys to the mnnnc superintendent that lie may breed 
them up in that business 0 

A week later, the Glli October 1757, the Board further direct- 
Finding tlieic aic no moic than five Alazgaon hors of a Jit ago foi 
eaulkeis or sawjcrs, it is agreed that laicals' pay he allowed any 
persons willing to learn ; and as those that teach them must necessarily 
lose Eome time theiein, that suclr difference of pay be made good to 
them by the maimc paymaster. 7 

A Consultation, the 3th June 1739, lccoids: The superintend- 
ent representing that the present pay allowed to caulkers is not 
near equal to that of common labouicis, and that this lias occasioned 
soiciy gicat a want of those aitificois for a eonsideiablc time past 
that some of Hrs Majesty's ships as well as the Drake, Captain 


1 Bom Goi Consultation 25tlr Mnj 1753, Pul) Diary 5 of 1732 73, 129-1.70 
= J-ur.it Pact. Drury 2Stli June 1711 Tol 0.70 ol 17-10 11, lOg.llo Pinnst’* Home 
Series, I 208 

» Court to Bomba} 1 1th 3Iar 17»7, rub Pep Court’s Lottes Vol 1 of 1752 -1750, 01 
* rub Ditj 29 of 1730, 181 

8 Bom Goi. Consultation 22ml March 1757, Pub Diar} 30 of 1737, 93 
5 Boin Gov. Consultation 27th Sept, 1757, Pub Di.irj ,70 of 1757, .108 
7 Bom Gos. Consultation 6th Oct 1757, Pub Diary 30 of 1737, 370 
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Fisher, were actually obliged to proceed to Surat this season to get 
caulkers, and being oi‘ opinion that their pay being increased to a 
quarter of a rupee a day will induce a sufficient number of those 
ncccssai}' people to resort here, the superintendent is diiccted to 
regulate it accoi dingly. 1 * 

On receipt of a petition from Mazgaon artificers the Board direct 
on the 5th August 17G0 : A petition being presented in the name 
of the carpenters sawyers and other inhabitants of Mdzgaon 
representing that they labour under several hardships from Mr. R. 
Nowland renter of that village, their petition is refened to the 
committee of accounts for their examination. 3 

In 1765 a considerable number of carpenters were sent from 
/Surat to Bombay. The Bombay Diary of the 25th Mnich records • 
Received a letter from Suiat dated 17th instant and served to 
enclose a list of 40 caipentcrs sont overland. 3 

With a view to find out a proper spot for a smiths* shop and 
carpenters’ yard Government appointed a committee in 1707. On 
the 23rd Fcbruaiy the committee report : Having in consequence 
of j'our Honour’s ordeis endeavoured to fix on a piopcr spot of 
giound for erecting a smiths’ shop and caipentcrs* yard, we have 
not been able to find any other within the town a\ alls proper for 
this purpose hut the cast end of the Bandar warehouse, between it 
and the Castle, whereon at present stands an old bouse belonging 
to the heirs of the late Banian Jiva deceased. This spot is in every 
lcspect proper and convenient, and the amount Side of the houses 
at present made use of, which aic very incommodious for this 
service, will we apprehend be ncaily sufficient for the purchase of 
the house which stands on Jiva’s land. 4 

On receipt of the above report on tl\c 24th February 1767 the 
Board order. Read a repoit from the committee appointed to 
pitch upon a proper spot for a smiths’ shop and caipentcrs’ yaid, 
and they recommending one at the end of Iho Bandar wai chouse, 
the same is approved. The land paymaster is ordered to enquire 
and report wliat the house thcicm mentioned may he puichased 
for, and wh.tt the houses now used for a smiths’ shop may be 
supposed to sell for, 5 

On receipt of the land paymaster’s report on the 10th March 
-1767 the Board dnect The land paymaster reports that the 
house wanted for erecting a smiths’ shop and carpenters’ yard has 
been valued at Its. 5510 Tins lie is ordered to pay to the owner 
and take possession of tlie house accordingly, the same having been 
estimated at its utmost value, as is the method practised in all 
cases of this kind, though the owner now delivers a petition which 
is read, desiring to he allowed Rs. 7000 for it.® 
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Concernin'? sent city of timlrcr in 1672 (Nov.-Dee) tlic Siuat 
Council Avnte to Bmnlxiy: Wc Imr considered 3-011 r gient want of 
tiinlvron the i«!and by the hindrance of the PoiLugals not pcimit- 
tin«? ion the hlmily of the pass of Tluina w ithnut such oxlm<udinaiy 
customs duties, tie li.i\c tiicicforc for your pre-ent snpjdv lined a 
lairre boat that hath four guns and JO men for B«. 210 and shall l.ule 
her with tho=c «oitsot timber that we have in readme-s hcic and at the 
Swallv Mamie. Though the charge lx: gieat, yet wc consider ion r 
gi eater occasions for it and the cai nestness you pie's upon us to send it 1 

On the 28ul Doceinlior 1G72 the Surnt Council write* We arc sony 
your cndcavout> to snpplv the island with timlrci ha\e not yet taken 
'■fleet. We ha\e some at the Swallv Marine and moie at Gandevi, hat 
wc cannot juocuie boats to carry it. We do not sleep m the business, 
and will supply v on one way or otliei . 2 

In the mattei of the supply of cluinam and tiles the Surat Council 
write to Bomba}, tlie 2nd Januan- H57G: As foi the climiam and tiles, 
ave shall ciuleaAoui to tiansport them to you s U =oon as wo can bv the 
fii^t comey.ince that olfcrs. In the meantime we would liar e jou to 
oulei all boats that ictuin empty fiom Broaeh and Cambay to call 
upon us for their lading and this upon a seme penalty to them avho 
do not olje\ a our oiders 1 

A month Intel, the Sth February 1G7G, they write Wclmcmoie 
chiiiiam ie.ulv foi von and shill send it down by the fust opportunity, 
and shall mdci Mr. Hcynnrdson to send the s.ilfc boats from lhoaeli 
hither to lie laden w llli cluinam bricks and tiles to lie pi o\ ided for them . 1 

On the 17th Septombei 3090, the Bomlny Council AvritetoMi. 
Bmliomn and Council : Shells for chunam heie me none, but aa-c Iwac 
pi o\ ided a quantity of stones ie.ely to be c enfc aou by the lust 
tomcA.incc of which wc make all oui eliunam lieie 1 

On the Sth May 1702, Government oidei Lieut. Shaw-: If you can 
procme cluinam at MUliiin foi three nnda lnlf laiees the l/iuntli, pi ovule 
Avlint you can of it at (hat price foi the Bight Honourable Company’s 
use; it le«-s Avon’t puiclu'c it.® 

A Consultation, the 10th Dcccmhei 1781, lecoid' : There being a 
gieitwnntof limbei on the island m general and in the Company’s 
woiks m pailiciilav for making gun carnages and othei sen ices 
absolutely nece'saiy, Piinduji Puvvoe offers Ins sciviee to pi ovule a 
sufficient quantity at the best band at Gandevr, nnd requests in oulei 
tlieicunto that lie may Ire supplied with Its. 8001), which is ngiecd to . 7 

Regauling chuunin and other building materials, tlie 2Gth Maicli 
]7.'jo, the Court wiitc Wo absolutely ioibid the paymaster, stoics- 


1 burnt to Bombay (2a*ov -Dec ) 1072, Sunt Poet Out I» B 1 of 1030-1(57,1, 2 12 
: fcuTOt to Boinbiy 23ril Dec 1072, burnt Fnct Out L B 1 of 1030- 1G7.'(, 250. 

3 Sumt toBoinluj 2ml .Tan. 1C7C, tural Pact Out L. B 2 of ] 075-7(5, 17 
1 Surat to Bombay Stb Fob 1070, Sunt Fact Out L. B 2 of 1C73-7G, 71. Torrest's 
Homo fceiici, I 82 

8 Bumbuj to YV orjill Brnboum ant Council 17tb Sunt. 1690, See Out 1 Boot 5 of 
lb'll - 1090, 3t, 

»Boin Goa Order to Lieut. Sliuu Stb May 1702, See Out L.B 7 of 1G99 • 1702 101. 
7 Bum Goa. Consultation Idtli Dec 1733, Pub Diarj 1 of 1731, 171. 
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keeper, or nny other of our servants whatsoever, furnishing "bricks 
clmnain timber or any other materials whatsoever on their own 
private accounts directly or indirectly. Y ou are to give all fitting 
encouragement for the importation of all sorts of materials as well 
as for the making bricks by as many different persons as possible, 
and you are with the utmost care to prevent all monopolies 
of materials. You are to give public notice that you will 
receive pioposals in writing at Boards to be beld for the purpose 
from all persons indiffeiently (our own servants excepted) who are 
willing to furnish you with materials of all kinds for your works, 
and the person or persons who offer at the lowest rates (provided 
the materials arc good) aie to be contracted with. 1 

Referring to the above a Consultation, the 2 3rd September 1755, 
records • In consequence of the Honourable the Court of Directors' 
commands of the 2tith March last, it is directed that the Secretary 
issue a publication that we will sit on the 30th instant to receive 
proposals from any person or peisons willing to contract for deliver- 
ing chunam, bricks, stone, timber, and other materials, where- they 
maj- be wanted for making the necessary alterations and additions 
to the works and buildings to be erected. 2 

Mr. W. Hornby writes to Government on the 29th April 1760 : 
The Honouiablc Company’s works canying on require a larger 
quantity of cliunam than I can supply them at piesent Tins is 
caused by several private cliunam makers selling their chunam 
to piivate builders at a rate so high as to enable them to pay such 
piiccs for wood and labourers that unless they are prevented 
making it is impossible to supply the * Honourable Company’s 
works at the usual rate. I therefore request that while the 
Company’s works are carrying on no private cliunam maker be 
permitted to burn chunam for sale. By this means I shall l.e able, 
by having all (ho assistance of labourers which are now employed 
on private kilns, fully to supply tlic Company’s works. 3 

Referring to the above proposal a Consultation, the 29th April' 
1760, records: Rend a letter from Mr. William Hornby desiring 
that no private chunam maker may be permitted to bum chunam 
for sale while the Honourable Company's works are canying on that 
he may ho" enabled to supply them therewith at the usual rate. 
Resolved that a publication be issued strictly requiring till further 
order, all piivate chunam makers to supply the Honouiablc Com- 
pany with half of whatever quantity ot chunam they may burn at 
the rate of Rs. 1 3 the Ihandi, being the price that the land, new. 
foi tificalion, and dock and pier paymasters are allowed to charge 
and forbidding them to furnish any of this article to any person 
whatever at a higher rate on penalty of forfeiting Rs. 10 for 
every Ihandi, half for the benefit of the Honouiable Company 
and the acmamder to the informer. The Board are very sensible 
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that (lie great number of piivatv huiMiiig-i which have lax n 
CJirrj ing tm im tin m* live m six jean have and do at this tiiim 
vmv much rctaiil the progiv-s of tin* public work- so in-te-Mii y l«n 
the *-1 cut ity «r llic Maud, mid have much < nlmm < it the pi he of 
all lnntiM Hits as well ns the pay of the iiitihciis and Inhniiit r- 
Jn on lei to prevent this evil fm tin* fntnio, till *.uch turn* as the 
public winks nu* ncnicr completed, it i*» re*-uliiil that nil pi i mis 
whatever on this island b* pnsttivily ini bid to Imgiti any in iv 
buildings, hut only to complete such as ni> now heirun ami to 
Ti hiuhl such olheis ns nmy hitoim* uh-i>liil*‘lv mo t» thiii 

habitations, the n<*c< -sity for whuh otlier biiililm^s Mi -"is Hornby 
ami llnlfotd are appointed to judge of and dt teimnie 1 

Befeiiing to the above inea* me, tin.* I*i(h Apt it J 70!?, the Court 
write: When you published an older tint tin* l\mnisler should 
be supplied with private chunain ami pullulated tlu* pmpiieto.s • if 
those vv ml. s limn stdlini* bin nl nceitain piice, we hope von did 
not Toilet to lake off thi»-» restiiclion* when tin* nepi -sity is ss. d 
Snell im asiues should never be of nil} conhmiaiue. It is a mrniopoly 
that may bent lmrd upon the inhabitants winch in no shape .shall 
w c ever siifici .’ 

A Consultation, the 201U Sept<*iubei 17*10, i coord * We judgi it 
necessary that the respective pavuiu-teis In* ordeud to provide all 
thechiiimin they can for our Ilmimu able Mmtei s’sn vice lav ini'InTinc 
us ail account theieof every tiller months. Also that the clinnaiii be 
mixed as icceivcd to pi event the ill consequence , \\ ( have lutheitn 
espei iencod or mimlwrs of uniknien at time- Is ini' oMi'jeil to 
stand still foi vvnnt of being sufliciently supplied w iih this article, 
and the neei ssity vve have been under or making use* oi it imme- 
diately on its being brought horn the kilns though it dees not in 
such cn^o cement item so well as when kept foi some time after 
bum" mi'-od with sand Besides vve shall not feel any "lent 
inconvenience in the provision of n suitnhlc quantity of this article 
as the amount m money will not inn high Three dnvx later, the 
33rd September 1700, the Bo.ud add* For the icisons {riven in 
our ln c t Consullalion which lie declares he thinks a veiy pioper 
measure, the puncipal cngincet is dnectcd to Jiilch on tlu* places 
most pi oper foi hav mg suflicient heaps of clnniain made and mixed, 
]lc is acquainted that if ho lms iiioiu people than he can employ 
on the ahov emontioned woiks, ho may peunit them to vvoik for 
pi iv ate people till fuither order, to prevent theii •join" oil the 
island and our losing the benefit of them when they may lie 
w anted.' 1 

A Consultation, the 30tli .Tuly 17GS, records : Agreeable to our 
Honourable Mastcis’ordeis a publication must be immediately issued 
iorbiilding nil poisons whatever making use of salt limestone for 
making clmnam on pain of foi foiling Its. 500, hall to the Company 


1 Horn (im. Coimiltstion S^lli April 1700, ISO* T>nrj 01 of 171.0, 322 
' llmirt to Inrailnj ll.th Apl. 17(iS, Fills Dip Cmirl't. i, V „1 (, of 17(i- -I' i.I, 17. 
’Horn Cm Consult ilmn, 20tll wi'l 2opl Si pi 17oO, 1’ub Jlnr> Jo of 1700, 700, 711. 
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and half to the informer. Orders must also bo issued to the several 
paymasters positively i'oi bidding the use of this sort of chunam. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16tli June 1779 : Permission 
is granted to the inhabitants of Bombay and M.ihim on their peti- 
tion to burn such quantities of chunam as they may want for their 
own use For this they must take out a license in writing And 
it any person should he detected in selling or in burning chunam 
without license they will be fined Rs. 5U0 for each offence Of tins 
due notice must be given to tlio inhabitants by publication and the 
piopcr ordei s issued to the land and new fortification paymasters 
and the chief of M till ini. 2 

Outlie subject of. the difficulty of obtaining building timber 
** at Bombay Mr. J Mace writes to Government on the 17fch March 
1761: The ohfficulties which have come under my obscivation 
during my rcsidcnc'&at Bombay, the loss of time and extraoidmary 
charges attending sawyers’ work for the public set vice and 
the consideration that the' ,Hon. Company will be thereby eased 
of much inconvenience and expense induce me to propose to your 
Honour erecting at my own expanse one or mote saw-mills at such 
places as I may determine on. In return I would ask tint an 
exclusive privilege may be granted me '/or tlicir building and 
working and such other encouragement as shaft- *eem icasouabic to 
yuur Honour. This I hope will meet your approbation. 3 

On reading tlie above proposal, the 17th Maicli 176 1, t the Boaid 
direct that the Secietary acquaint Mr. Mace we approve ‘/’is design 
and that he may be assured of suitable encouragement, bui" JJiat 
we desire he will inform us what privileges lie expects. 4 ' \ 

ill*. Mace, thereupon writes, the 23rd^ftaidli 1761 : I beg k*avo‘ 
to refciiKH^ your 'Honour my respectful thanks for your kind appn. 1 
""bation of my pioposal and promising encouragement in the execu- 
tion of it under the 17th current and hope the following ai tides 
will meet your concurrence : To grant me the possession and sole 
use of the water from the Breach to its passage into the sea between 
"Wurli and Milium wood and so far out towards Milliim river 
as may be necessaiy. Also the waste ground between the water’s 
edge on each side and the nearest batty bank to it, and that, if 
any bank should lie nearer than convenient, I may be allowed the 
space of 40 feet from high water mark on each side upon paying 
the accustomed rent. In case of any part of the strip belonging 
to an inhabitant I hope your Honour will be pleased to use your 
influence with them to relinquish it to me on the same conditions. 
For, unless pioper measures are taken in directing its course, 
the water cannot be ’made to answer the purpose. Further as 
any alterations to the present Breach Rampart and Sluice Bank at 
Waili may entirely disappoint all my labours and expense 1 
will undertake to keep them - in proper repair excepting only in 
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case a storm or any violence from the sea shall unexpectedly 
destioy any matenal part of the Rampart That you will please 
to grant me the hbeity of erecting such buildings contiguous to 
the works .is may be necessary, and that such people as may 
engage to woik foi me in electing and completing the mills, may 
not be taken from ine for an}' other set vice unless absolutely 
necessity leqnnethcm on behalf of the Honourable Company. The 
prices of tins woik cannot possibly yet bo determined, hut as 
it will be my mteiesb to draw thither as much woik as possible, 
I am not m any doubt of succeeding in that as it will be done 
cheapei than at piesent and piobably heieaFtor still rnoic so. 
That m cousideiation of the gieat expense and tiouble attending 
such an undertaking and the apparent ad\ anfcage u Inch must accrue 
to the Honouiable Company and the island iiorn its execution i 
hope youi Honour will have no objection to giantmg me an exclusive 
light and privilege to the piementioned water during the tenn or 
twenty -live years anil that no other person shall he pei nutted to 
elect any woik for the same uses duiiner that time. That after the 
expnation of that time the mills to devolve to the Hon Company 
upon payment of their pi line coal 1 

Consideration of the above proposal was dcfcii-cd till the 1st of 
May 1761. A Consultation on that day records Repeiused Mi. 
Mace’s pioposalsyfor erecting saw-mills which ave agiced to except 
that at the expiration of his lease the nulls shall devolve to the Hon. 
Company on such terms as may then be deemed icasonahle by 
impart;^ peiaons and the Company to have always the piefeionce 
in r odse of his paiting with them bcfoie his lease expnes The 
Privilege of in the Bleach water must also lcinam upon 

its r-'-sent footing - 

A Consultation, the 25th August 1761, records . Read a 
iiom Mrs. Leonora Mace requesting to be permitted to cany on the 
saw-mills begun by her deceased husband This is agi eed to and 
Messis. Spencer Holfoid and Court aie appointed a committee to 
examine Mr. Mace’s proposals and to settle the limits of the ground 
and other necessaiy points with the piopnetois 1 

A Consultation, the 27th October 1761, records- The committee 
appointed to inspect the late Mr. Mace’s pi oposals of erecting 
saw-mills now delivering a set of articles with their remai ks there- 
on, the same arc read and aftei a few amendments approved and a 
contract ordered to be diawn out and executed agiecablc tlieieto 
v ith a plan of the work to be annexed 4 

The Court approve this measure and on the 16th April 1762 
write : Mr. Mace’s scheme for erecting saw-nulls may he veiy 
useful for our service as well as to the island in general and conse- 
quently deserves your attention At the same time many difficulties 
appeal m carrying the woik into execution, particularly in icgarcl 


' Pill) Diary 36 of 17GI, 58S ■ 250 

- Bom Go\. Consultation IttMaj 1761, Pub Dinry 3G of 1761, 283, 'SO 

3 Bom Go\ Consultation Aus 1701, Pub Diarv 47 nf 1701, '02 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation 27th Oct. 1761, Pub. Diaij 37 of 1761, 707. 
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to the waters of the Breach which by his letter he desires he may 
have the use of from the Breach mto the sea. This is a matter 
M e cannot be judges of, and if there is no danger of doing harm 
to the works ot the Breach or the sluices of Waili, we can have 
no objection. It icsts with you very maturely to consider of 
this matter before you give your consent. We think Mr. Mace's 
proposal for the Company to take the mills at their prime cost 
after he has worked them for twenty-five years unreasonable, 
as they must be supposed to be almost totally wore out in so long a 
time We wish he had let us know the difference of the price 
of work between our present method and this that he purposes, 
fiom which, some judgment might have been made how far it 
deserved to be encouraged by us. Upon the whole we can only say 
that in general the scheme meets with our approval. At the same 
time we should be sorry to pay more than what we may be 
supposed to lcccive an adequate advantage from. 1 

In 1767 damage from the alleged overflow of the waters of the 
saw-mills formed the subject of a petition to Government. On 
the 22nd September the Board observe : Read a petition from the 
Kulambi inhabitants of M.vhim and Warli, representing that they 
have sustained veiy considerable damage by the wateis of the 
•saw-nulls having ovei flowed their batty grounds, and requesting 
the vereadores and mhiltiras may beoulered to examine into the 
same. Diiectcd that the Collector and Mrihim custom master, with 
the clerk of the woiks, veueadores, mhittaias, and such others as 
they may think proper to take to their assistance, examine the 
same, and 1 eporfc to us how far in their opinion the damage has 
been occasioned by the works of the saw-mills, and in such ense 
what they deem the Kulambis entitled to fiom the proprietors, 
who by the fourth article of their lease are obliged to make good 
the same. 2 ° 

On the submission of the committee’s report, nt a Consultation on 
the 13th October 17G7, the Board direct : Read a report from the 
committee appointed to examine into the merit of the Kulambis’ 
petition, by which it appeals the damage they rcpiesont their batty 
grounds sustained has not proceeded from the woiks of the saw- 
mill, hut through the sluices at Waili not having a sufficient vent 
lor the water. Ordcied theiefoie the cleilc of the woiks frame a 
calculate of what an additional sluice will cost. 3 

In consequence of oidcrs from the Court to purchase the saw-mill 
at a Consul tation, the 10th January 1770, the Bombay Government 
records : The executor to the estate of Mr. John Hatfield having, in 
consequence of the pennission given him to dispose of the saw-mill 
as he might think proper, issued public notice that ho should sell the 
same at public outcry to-morrow, and our Honourable Masters hav- 
ing expressed a desire to have the same purchased on their account. 


Chapter IL 
Trade. 

TuUl Saw Mill 
.it Win'll, 
1701. 


Damnge from 
Mills, 

17G7. 


Government 
pinch . irc tlio 
Sav. Mill, 
1770. 


V 7 ro°i-ri t0 do P '°r ! 1,ay 1Gth A P“ l 1702 para SG, Pub. Dep. Coiul’s Lcttcu, Vol. G or 

* Bom - Gov. Consultation 22nd Sept 17G7, Pub Diary 40 oT 17G7, 528. 

3 Horn. Gos. Consultation I3lli Oct. 17G7, Pub. Diaiy 49 o£ 17G7, 508. 



UlistoricnJ 

1S1 BOMBAY TOWN 

Chapter II. the clerk of flic works is now called in and asked how much 

Trade. timber m his opinion the mill w ill cut in oidet to enable ns to 

Cmtmmmt l u< ^c c ^' c wal value of the mill lie decline-, that by the owt> st 

jinr,-l t„ B calculation he thinks in the course of one springtide it w ill cut about 

So.__Mill, 2000 cov its, and by remedying some defects winch lie points out, 

•*" and which we have reason to believe ninj be done by a millu light 
conic out as a recruit upon the Prune of ll'ii/e* whom the Pie-blent, 
sent this morning to examine into its construction, he is ot opinion it 
may he made to cut double that quantity with the ptesent mtiiihci 
ot saws, and by adding two, whicli the work will admit ob it will 
cut 1000 covits more which makes on the whole 10,000 cos its 
a month, this at the late of Rs 3 tho 100 covits amounts (o 
Rs !)t)0 a month, while the charge of servants’ wage- and repuns 
will not etcoed Rs 100 a month, so that allowing the mill to cost 
Its 20,000, the inteicst of which is Rs. 150 a month, it will 
evidently nnswci. Exclusive of this there is icasnn to think, by 
opening another sluice oi two, the mill maybe made to woik w ith the 
backwater and consequently will cut double the quantity nl timber 
Hilda still giealer advantage will acei ne loonr Iinnnuinblc Masters 
by chaigmg all private tuubei at the late of Rs. 4 the 100 env i(s 
Resolved theiefme oil matin ely considei ing nil theseeiicuinslani-s 
that the land pav inastci he empowered to pm chase the mill lor 
oui Ilononiablc Maslcis piovidcd it docs not exceed Rs. 3<>,0ii0 1 

On tlie lllli Janimiy 1770, the land paymaster repm Is: Agieenble 
to your onleis I have purchased the saw-mills foi Rs, .md 

have taken clmige thereof with stoies ns per inventory ciiclo-.ed - 

Theieupnn the Bombay Council leconl, 2nd Febimuy 1770 
Eindnlcilci from the land pavniastcr enclosing an invmtoiy ol 
st m os belonging to the savv-iniU which lie has pniehas<<d for* mi r 
Ilnnouiable Masters foi the sum ot Rs 20.0,",0 Re-olvul that tin* 
saw -null be put under the chnrge of the M.ihini custom mnsti r who 
must lie per nutted toclinigclmlt n lnprefoi 100 covits on all puvate 
timber which may he ‘•awed as « compensation foi the (rouble this 
additional charge will subject him to and to in com ago him to pay 
n strict attention to the duty * 

This pm chase wps approved by the Court, who <m the 2'dh 
.April 3 1 71 write k\c are pleased to lind by jour h tier of 2i*th 
April 177o that you had anticipated oui ordt is for the pen has • of 
tin s-ivv-niill end hope tin* improvements j ou yiiupns.fl to make to it 
v ill be ntt-ndc'l with tlm advantages expected to 1. d»nv«d tln-ie- 
from to the Company. You nic liei> by diivtb-1 m.t t«> suti* v any 
tinil-'r Is. longing to private pei .oils to he sawed at this mill until 
lb._ re ‘hill have lve>-n - wed tor the Company a quantity i<|u.d to 
°m Vi ir's dcuiand foi tin: u*o of tho marine jaid.‘ 


Hi'-- Cl..\ leg. Jr*. I77o. IV . Ii.s-y r.v ,f J 77 H, •},, 

• * » • *1 1 ** 1 , . lT i a- 1 f • li'fl o r -,a t > - *ri ■ i> ,’’i t - • ,j 

, * 101..,,. j>i, 1» Is ji, r < to tl.. f.'-r: u: 17 1 f 177(1 ;,j 
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In spite of the caution exercised by Government before its pur- 
chase the saw-mill on its transfer to them seems to have proved 
an unprofitable bargain. On the 14th April 1772 the Mahim 
custom master writes : I duly received the paragraphs of the 
Honourable Company’s commands of the 25th April last relative to 
the saw-mill at Warli. I am sorry to acquaint you that in its 
piesent state the mill never can produce the advantages our Masters 
seem to expect from it. On the contrary some part ot the machinery 
is so improperly constructed that it will barelj 7 cut plank sufficient to 
defray the expense of working it, far less pay the charge and the 
interest of the purchase money. As therefore the mill, unless its 
defects can be remedied, must be a dead loss to the Honourable Com- 
pany, I thought proper to consult Mr. John Kellie thereon, who, 
having actually surveyed it, has given me his sentiments of it in writ- 
ing. These I now take the liberty to enclose to your Honour and to 
submit to you the propriety of making the alterations he proposes. 
Should you concur therein I shall desire Mr. Kellie to finish the 
model he mentions when an exact estimate of the expense may be 
framed and laid before you that no time may be lost in carrying 
the same into execution. But as that cannot be done during the 
Britannia’s stay here, it will be necessary your Honour should 
detain Mr. Kellie to superintend the work and order the machine 
he mentions for turning iron to be landed which may afterwards 
be forwarded to Balambangan in Borneo. 1 

Mr. Kellie’s letter to the Mdhim custom master, dated 12th 
April 1772, referred to above, runs: At your request I have 
inspected the Warli saw-mill. My observations on it are as 
follows. The whole construction of the machinery is upon such 
false and heavy principles and the powers of the great wheel are so 
inadequate to giving the machinery a proper motion that I rather won- 
der, with only the simple pressure of the back water, that it works at 
all than that it does not work faster. I am therefore of opinion 
that the machinery should be constructed on an entire new plan of 
which, if it will give any satisfaction to you, I can soon make a 
model for your inspection. One main improvement that might be 
made is the enabling the mill to work with the flux than which 
nothing seems to me more easy or simple. The reason 1 imagine 
why it was not done before, is that the gentlemen who built the 
mill had no idea of constructing a number of chariots so contrived 
as to move with the reverse motion of the wheel This might 
easily he effected as I shall demonstrate to you in the model.. 
Besides this additional execution the mill might be made to take in 
its timbeis and discharge the plank which would be much quicker 
than the present method of performing the first operation, namely 
by a capstan, and besides would be a saving of the wages that must 
be paid to the men at the bars. The mill when completed would in 
England require the attendance of only one man and a boy. Upon 
the whole it appears to me that instead of five saws which 
at piesent work heavily only in the reflux, 20 saws might be 
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made to do good execution in both tides and cut the timliers 
much more even and smoother than men can do On considering 
how much timbei iron and brass noth, and carpenter's wage*, will 
be necessary and estimating them at uhnt I can lenin is the cost 
of those articles hcie, I imagine the whole expense or this 
nlteiation cannot exceed Rs 3UD0 It nppenrs also to me that the 
mill might be mndc to woik in the ncaptidcs In case it should be 
detennmed to mukc the alterations I have mentioned I think it 
will he indispcnsablj’ ncccssaty to ictain one Graham, the armourer 
of the Britannia, as ho perfectlj’ undei stands that species of smith's 
ssork which is requisite foi mills unless there aic any Europeans 
who have also that knowledge. Tliecounliy smiths, I am con- 
vinced by a small trial of them in some woik for the wind-mill, 
arc wholly unequal to the woik There is also a small machine 
on board the Britannia for turning iion. Air. Dahymple bad it 
made m ease a saw-mill might be thought necessary at Balnmban- 
gnn. But as such an expensive work will liaidly be set on foot for 
some years, I imagine the tumor might be spaied 1 * 

Thereupon a Consultation, the 14th April 1772, records : Read 
a letter fiom the Alahim custom master on the subject of the saw- 
mill at Wmli and enclosing one to him from Ah Kellie, sent by our 
Honourable Emploj-ers for Balambangan, pi oposing sundry impro\ c- 
ments to be made in the mill, tlie expense ot which lie represents 
to nmount to about Rs 3000 As it nppeais to us the nnpiovc- 
ments proposed will lio attended with considerable advantages and 
tlie expense of these alterations but small in comparison thereto, 
it is agreed they he dncctcd to be earned into execution -Mr. 
Kellie niu^t lor the piescntbo detained hcie to superintend this 
necessary work and proceed by a future opportunity to Balamban- 
gan. The machine mentioned in Ah. Kellie’s Icttci for turning of 
non must be landed from the Biitminia as it is wanted for this 
service and can be of no immediate use at Balambangan 3 

A Consultation, tlio 1 Sth February 1774, records • Read a letter 
from Air Williams, enclosed in that fiom Tclliclieixy and accom- 
panying a model uliich lias been lccoivcd for a powder and saw- 
mill. Upon this it is necessary only to lcmark tlmt it ennnot be 
of tlie least use m assisting to complete tlie saw-mill at Warli, ns 
the construction is cntiioly different in every lcspcct 3 
On the 27th May 1779 the Court write • Among the 25 artificers 
whom Air. Witmau has succeeded in entertaining, and who take 
passage on the ships of this season, several it is conjectured may be 
found qualified to complete the saw-mill at Warh 4 


1 Pull. Dioij 00 of 1772, 403-407. 

1 Bom Go\ Consultation 14tli April 1772, Pul) Diary CO ot 1772, 393 

3 Bom Gov. Consultation 18tli Fob. 1771, Pub Dinry G1 of 1771, SI. 

* Court to Bombay 27tli 3Tnj 1779 para 2C, Pub, Bep Court's L. Vol. 10 of 1778- 1783, 
157. 
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Snips, Docks, LiojiT-Jlousns. : 

On the 2 3rd April 1672 in reply to a Bombay letter the Surat 
Council write : You say j'ou cannot buy a frigate at Bassein nor 
build one at Kalyrln, anil therefore desire order to build a sin bar 
with a deck. We had rather, if possible, you could procure timber 
and build a small flriggofct with an English head though less than 
the Hunter. For the better effecting of this no have sent you 
down an English carpenter by the lTunter. If that cannot be, 
then we give leave that you build a substantial large shibar who 
may be capable of doing the Compan 3 T good service both against 
ilalabars,as also in the loading and unloading of ships and vessels. 1 * 

Two months later, the 21st June 1672, the Surat Council write 
to Bombay r Klmised the carpenter has been with us about the 
dimensions of the fi igatc building for the island. We undci stand 
her to be built Pink fashion, like to that of the King’s built last 
year and of the same dimensions, namely covcds 30 long, 7J broad 
by the beam, 4£ in the flooi, and 24 depth in hold. The King’s 
ffriggott carries 75 ton in hold. Now if your Honours will admit 
of half a coved more in breadth and half a coved in depth she will 
cniry 100 tons in hold, and so may be the more serviceable to tbc 
Honourable Company, and this he says will be no hindrance to her 
sailing 3 * * * * 

Two weeks later, the 9th July 1672, the Surat Council write: 
We fear we shall be greatly incommoded in the building the frigate ; 
for they have taken away some of our timber to stop up the pns$ago 
within the walls of the river that none can now pass that way nor 
our carpcnteis but by watei. 8 

Ten days later, the 20tli July 1672, they add: AVo oidercd 
Kh arsed to proceed in building the frigate and making her half 
a coved moic in breadth and the like in the depth, more thnn at 
first ordered. 1 

Three weeks later, the l*lth August 1672, they further write : 
We have been in great straight for want of timber. Boats wero 
sent to Gandevi a fortnight since, but not yet lcturned ; one of them 
was lost going This hindrance hath frustrated our expectation of 
launching the frigate so timely as we thought.* 

On the 2itli August 1G8G, the Bombay Council write to Surat: 
If the London or auy other ship go to the Malabdr Coast and return 
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1 Suiat to Bombay 23rd April 1072, Surat Fact. Out. L. B 1 of 1030-1G73, 230. 
Foneit’f. Homo Seuci, J. G2 

• 3 Smat to Bombay 21 pt Juno 1G72, Suiat Fact. Out. L. B 1 of 1G30 • 1G73, 272. 

Forrcht’s Homo hones, I G7-G8. Covid (written uIbo covit oi covotand covcod or 

coi cd) is probably an Indo-Portugucsc form of tho Portuguese covado a cubit or oil. 

The Surat lcssci covid is 27 inches English nnd tho greater covid ib 3G Inches. 
Hobson-Jobson, 207. 

* Suiat to Bombay 0th July 1072, Surat Fnct. Out L B. 1 of 1G30 - 1703, 27S. 

* Suiat to Bombay 20th July 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L T3. 1 of 1G30 - 1073, 275. 
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back to these parts, wo pray your Excellency to order the Bight 
Honourable Company’s factors at Calicut or Jvnrwdr to send up in 
each ship a portion of large timber and plank which is much wanted 
here. The Europe ships have taken up all the timber on the island, 
and we aie much stioigh toned fortiinberfoi the Faulcon who is in an 
ill condition, but the Deputy Governor, who is a man well skilled in 
shipping, hopes to see her made a sound ship and lit for a home- 
ward s oyngc. 1 

A Consultation, tlio 31st May 1734, rccoids* The Piesident 
observes to the gentlemen of the Board that the Tori St George 
galley is alieady condemned as unfit for further service and the 
Bombay is in ns bad a condition. The Britunvia grab having been, 
two seasons iu Pei sin will require a thorough lepair before she 
can go to sea. So that we can hope for little service fiomher till 
tlio month of January. Through those incidents our marine force 
is considerably diminished at a time that the common enemy 
Angria lias gi ontly increased his having his whole fleet now at 
Glicria, consisting of 13 grabs and 30 gahvnts And as he is hut 
too well acquainted with our circumstances, iu spite of all our 
endeavours to prer cut it, it is to be fcaicd he will be out eailier 
than usual the next fan season with liis whole fleet tiusting to the 
superiority of his numbers nnd may greatly distress the tiadc of 
this coast and port The President then desires the opinion of the 
Board whether we ought to make any addition to the number of 
our cruizere He lays befoie them an estimate of the charges of 
building a new giab as near the model of the Victoria as possible, 
but something larger to carry 20 guns on one deck besides her 
prow guns, length by the keel 85 feet and breadth 28 This 
Mr. Roach, the master builder, computes will cost Bs. 17,421, and 
may be got leady for the sea in five months. Taking the same into 
consideration, we aie sensible that such a vessel cannot be fitted to 
sea for less than Bs. 35,000, which is a very laigo sum Our 
Honourable Masteis write us that they had some* thoughts of sending 
us two more galleys but declined it through the little encouragement 
they met with fioni their India trade. Indeed the same objection 
lies against -Cui putting them to any additional expense, were not 
the tliiii£ in our opinion absolutely necessary to preserve the 
little-trade that lemains on this side of India that seems to he in 
-Ho small dangci from tlio aspiring views of Angria, who in conjunc- 
tion with the Slirthn Raja has made a hold push for conquering all 
the Sidi’s country and thcieby rendering himself mastci of all the 
sea coast and ports from hence to Goa southwaid. In this we may 
■without vanity sny lie had not miscarried this last season but 
through the timely and repeated assistance given the Sidis fiom 
this Government by which means they have been enabled hitherto 
to keep possession of RAjpuri, Anjanvel, and Govalkot. Experi- 
ence has coDvmced us that vessels built here of teak timber and 
according to the manner of Surat mbit work are far more durablo 
and proper for the climate than any that can be sent from Europe. 


1 Bombay to Surat 24th Aug, iOSC, Etc. Out. L. B. 4 of 1G77 - JG&7, Jl. 
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The Victoria still continues firm and good, sails better than any 
of the galleys, and is a greater terror to the enemy than any two of 
the other cruizers. This has chiefly encouraged us to think of 
building another grab as near as possible of her model and dimen- 
sions, since an addition to our marine force is esteemed absolutely 
necessary, considering our situation and picsent circumstances and 
that we have little reason to expect any reinforcement of such 
ships from England speedily. The ships’ company of the Bombay 
and Foi t St. Gcoi go will sufficiently mon the new grab and with 
due care wc may have the use of her early in December. Agreed 
therefore that we give ordeis for setting immediately about build- 
ing of a new grab with the greatest frugal^ and economy, which 
we hope the necessity of the thing will sufficiently justify us in to 
our Honourable Employers. Directed that a sufficient quantity of 
crooked timber and plank be provided and set apart for this 
purpose. That what iron may be wanting be delivered out of the 
Honourable Company’s wai chouse, and all other stores from the 
' general storekeeper at prime cost, and that the marine paymaster 
keep a particular head on his books of the expense of building and 
fitting this vessel to be carried when finished from the marine 
books to the head of ships and vessels on the general books. 1 * 

Two years later a Consultation, the 4tli June 1736, records : "Wo 
are but too sensible of the necessity wc are under of augmenting 
our marine force to doubt our Honourable Masters’ consent and 
approval thereof. It is therefore unanimously agreed that a 
new grab of the dimensions before specified (84 feet in length by 
the keel and a proportionable breadth being somewhat larger than 
the Victoria) be immediately set about ; and directed that the iron 
from the warehouse and all necessaries from the stores for that 
service be charged at the prime cost. 3 

Five years later, the 20th November 1741, a Consultation 
records: As the frequent intercourse of letters with the coast 
settlements as well as communicating any occasional advices to our 
flcob while on cruizing service is of the utmost importance and can 
be maintained only by means of small light boats who both sail 
and row well, so we have hitherto been obliged to make use of such 
as would best answer from among those belonging to our inhabit- 
ants. But they have shown an aveiscness from the extraordinary 
risk that attends that service and esteem it an hardship as they 
propose greater advantages by employing their boats in trade to the 
adjacent rivers. Considering this, and the hire commonly paid for 
these boats, we believe our Honourable Masters will be gainers in 
the end by building proper ones on their own account as well as the 
murmurs of our people be removed. It is agreed to order throe 
"small boats to be built, ihe master carpenter making enquiry 
which of those belonging to the place are esteemed the best for 
going ; and make them as near as possible to the same dimensions. 
The superintendent of the marine being directed to see they be 
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1 Bom. Gor. Consultation 31st May 1731, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 111 - 113. 

s Bom, Gor. Consultation 4tli June 1730, Fub. Diary 9 of 1736, 266. 
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finished with all expedition and the utmost frugality observed in 
the expense. 1 

Adverting to the above resolution of the Board, two weeks later, 
the 4th December 1741, the marine superintendent reports a want 
of timber for these vessels. On this the Boaid observe : The 
superintendent of the marine repiesents a want of tunbei for canying 
on the ship agieed to be built as also the boats for the scivice of 
Madras, and other works now on hand. The timber merchants are 
called in and at length agreed with for the suits and quantities 
expressed in their respective contracts as entered hereafter, the terms 
and conditions whereof will fully appeal on reference being had 
hereto 2 ■ 

I Bliiklm Hatanji Pdrsi inhabitant of the Gujarat country do by 
these piesents declaie that I have contiacted with the Honourable 
Stephen Law Esq. President and Goveinoi, and Council of Bombay, 
for the following sorts of timber in the manner hereafter inseited 
and oblige mj’sclf to a punctual oompliance therewith, namely : 

(1) Shntcer l.nge 5 pieces of 10 covets each at Its 11A the covot 

(2) Odancy large 333 covets at Rs 6i the covet 

(3) Ditto for beams 33 covets at Rs (i\ the covet. 

(4) Venaw largo 167 covets at Rs 5J the covet 

(5) Tolha laigc 34 covets at Rs 4 j the co\ ct 

(G) Crooked timbei for liarpins and fnttoclra (timbers raised over 
the keel) 233 covets at Rs 4J the covet. 

(7) Knees huge 06 pieces at Rs 55 the corgc 

(8) Rahli for mutches tluee pieces. 

(0) Ditto for laige blocks tlucc pieces 

The above sorts of timber I engage shall he in readiness for 
embarking at Gandcvi in all the month of February ensuing and 
from thence to he brought to Bombay on my account and lisk, 
the said President and Council furnishing the usual convoy or 
giving me timely notice if that should prove to them impracticable. 
And 1 am to be supphed with such sums of money as I maj r require 
to be discounted on delivery of the timbei afoiesaid winch if not 
of the laigest and best soifcs procurable, I theieliy oblige myself to 
foi feit unto the said Piesidcnt and Council the sum of Its. 1000, 
Kupji Dhunji being my security for the amount that may” be 
advanced. 1 am to pay three per cent duty on the value thereof , 
and in order that the timber may bo without exception, the said 
President and Council may appoint a proper poison to inspect it at 
Gandevi pievious to embarking , and moieover may reject when it 
shall arrive at Bombay, whatever part is not thought by them to 
be good and fit for their use. And for the sum advanced me and 
for which tnnbei is not delivered, I oblige myself to pay the usual 
interest of nine per cent, the sum to be instantly satisfied. In 
testimony of all which I the contractor (Bhikha Eatanji) and Rupji 
Dhanji as the security do hereunto set our hands and seals in 
Bombay the 5th day of December 1741. Barjor Limji and 


' Bom. Gov. Consultation 20th Nov 1741, Pol). Diarj 14 of 1710 11, 401 -402 
- Bom Got. Consultation 4th Dec. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1710 II, 485, 
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Nanabhrii Nasarvdn have signed separate contracts of the same 
tenour and date. For the performance of the former Rupji Dlianji 
is security and for tlie latter "Vitlialdds Kcshavrdm. 1 

Two months later, the 4th February 1742, a Consultation 
records : Read a petition from Layji our present master carpenter 
setting forth his having been employed here from the year 1736 
being prevailed on by Mr. Braddyll when supervisor at Surat to 
remove hither. Though hitherto his family has continued in Surat, 
he is now desirous they should come to him That in order to 
provide an habitation he had actually begun erecting a good house 
but to complete it a sum of Rs. 1000 would bo required. This ho 
requested might be lent him promising it would be paid within a 
reasonable term of jmars. The Board taking into consideration tlio 
merit of the petitioner, who in the several vessels he has been 
employed upon has given proof of abilities greater than any 
other of the profession, and since showing the favour desired will 
be an excitement to his diligence and care, besides the tic of fidelity 
to us while his family lemain under our government, therefore the 
Board unanimously agiec to the loan of Rs. 1000 to be received 
again within the term of seven or eight yeais and the treasury is 
directed to pay that sum to Layji. 3 

Two years later, the 20th March 1744, the Court write to 
Bombay: We acquiesce in the building of two boats for those 
necessary purposes the landing of goods and sending express to 
the coast settlements. 5 

Seven years later, the 1st February 1751, a Consultation records : 
That we have no proper vessel to carry off a pilot in any weather 
to any ship which may be in distress was proved last year when 
the TFnircn. anchored off the island where she was obliged to 
laj' some days in great distress till the weather moderated and one 
of the water boats could be got ready. It is thciefore resolved 
that a proper vessel of about 30 tons burthen be built for that 
and other services, and that next Council day the marine paymaster 
lay before the Board an estimate of her cost 1 

Within two weeks, the 12th February 1751, the required 
estimate was submitted when the Board order: The marine 
paymaster now lays before the Board an estimate of the cost to 
build a pilot sloop agreeable to order of Council the 1st instant, 
amounting to Rs. 4300. This he is directed to get finished 
accordingly. 6 

In the following year (1752) Government ordered Mr. S." Hough, 
the master attendant, to examine the state of the Company’s small 
vessels and report. On the 14th July 1752 he writes: Agreeable 
to your Honour’s orders, I have truly examined the stato of the 
Hon’ble Company’s small vessels, and find it as follows. Of the 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 4tli Doc. 1741, Pul). Diary 14 of 1740-41, 485, 488-480. 

! Bom. Gov. Consultation -1th Foh. 1742, Tub. Diary 16 of 1741-42, 7G- 77. 

1 Court to Bombay 20th March 1744 para 14, Pah. Dop. Couit's Lotters Vol. 3 of 
1742 - 1751, 03. * Born. Gov. Consultation 1st Fob. 1761, Pub. Diary 21 of 1761. 37. 

s Bora, Gov. Consultation 12th Fob. 17G1, Pub. Diary 21 of 1751, 48. 
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largest of the two prahms the bottom and keel are entirely gone. 
To repair them would cost more than to build a small sloop, 
and even were she repaired, her build makes her useless unless 
in our own river. The other may for a small charge bo fitted 
up on occasion so as to be serviceable in any river 01 against 
batteries, but owing to her build she will never be fit for sea 
service. Of the tluee galivats the Ska rle is employed at Tellichcrry. 
The Tygcr I find so much out of repair that her bottom must be 
new nailed and sheathed, and many timbers put into hei before 
she can be of nny use. Only the Dolphin is fit for sci vice. Your 
Honour likewise directed me to make an estimate of what it would 
cost to repair the Dispatch boat so as to make her fit for a small 
cruizer on occasion, and to build two small galivats like that lately 
belonging to Mr. Lambe The Dispatch boat’s bottom is very much 
out of lepair which must bo done to make her serviceable as a 
luggage boat, and the extraordinary expense to fit her for a cruizer 
with a cabin and close quaiters, will be about Rs. 1000 exclusive 
of what guns and stores may be put on bonid her. To build two 
small galivats like that of Mr Lambe’s will cost about Rs 1300 
each and would be extremely serviceable in the northern convoy. 1 * 

Referring to the above lepoit a Consultation, the 14th July 
1752, records Agieeablc to an order fiom the President to the 
master attendant to lay before the Board the present state of our 
small craft it is now delivered in 'and lead. By this it nppears 
that the number of small craft is much less than that allowed by 
the Honourable Company in their last regulations and vastly 
inferior to the several services required, more especially for 
convoying the tiade to and from the northwaid and cruizing about 
the harbour in shoal water, numbers of vessels being taken last 
season in sight of the port. It is therefore apparently necessary 
and incumbent for protecting the tiade to make an addition to 
our small craft and the more so as one of the galivats is employed 
at Telliclierry and only one here is fit for service. A small galivat 
being offered to sale, it is agreed to purchase her as she is almost 
new, in good condition, and cheaper than any we can build of that 
size being offered for Rs 670. It is likewise agreed to build two 
other galivats of the same dimensions as the expense will be about 
Rs. 1300 each ; and it is found from experience they are extremely 
serviceable to the northward by convoying the tiade in and out of 
the rivers, which the large ones cannot from their di aught of water. 3 ' 4 

Later in the samo year (1752) the Bombay Gov'^ument 
'received a letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4t i maich 
1752, in "which they write : As wo before advised you wc have 
b uil t the two undermentioned ships for the service ox your pie&i- 
dency, namely the Piotector, Francis Cheyne, 580 tons 150 men 40 
guns ; and the Guardian , ’William James, 300 tons 90 men 20 guns. 3 


1 Put. Diary 25 of 1702, 234 -235 

a Bom. Got Consultation 14th July 1752, Pub Diary 25 of 1752, 232 233. 

s Court to Bombay 4th March 1752 para C, Puh Dcp. Court's Letters Vol 4 of 
1752-1756, 2. 



Materials-] 

AND ISLAND. 193 

On the 3th April 1734s the Court of Diicctoi-s write : Being 
infoimed that Lavji our sliip-l)uilflcr has behaved in that station 
with great industiy and tiilolitj* we have thought pioper as n 
token oi‘ our lcgavd to send a silver rule and a set of instruments 
1 > 3 * our Snpci intendent, Captain Hough, which 3*011 arc to picscnt 
to him as likewise with a shawl in our name . 2 

Begarding timber wanted for building ships a Consultation, the 
15th October 1754, regpids : The Superintendent la}\s before the 
Boaid an indent lor timber wanted for immediate use. As the 
Hououiablc Company have been pleased to order us to set about 
establishing n fleet according to then 1 emulations, the Superintendent 
is directed to make propci enquiry concerning aii 3 * timber or -stores 
on the island for sale which mn 3 r be requisite for this pm pose, 
deliicinm an account thereof to the Board, mid also to lay' the keel 
of the ship io can \ r twenty 12 -pounder guns . 2 

A Consultation, the 22nd J 11 I 3 ’ 175 >, records- The marine 
pa 3 T mastcr la 3 *s befoiv the Board an indent for 2-130 covils of 
timber of sorts wonted for the ensuing jvar and the mei chants 
offeiing to conti act for it at the following prices which arc deemed 
reasonable Agreed that a contract be accoidingl 3 ' entered into 
witli them, namely 3 : 

For Sliatccr at 1’* 13 the cowl. Foi Tollm 4? Die com t. 

„ Oilnncy „ Crooked 4^ ,, 

„ Vuaw S'f „ ,, fcmat Ivoics 130 foi 75 

A Consultation, the 28th «Tanuai 3 r 1707, i coords: The hind 
pa 3 r master icpre«ents that a quantity of timber being wanted for 
the use of lus office, lie has had a paieel tendered him at the following 
prices, which aic appioved He is ordered to contract for the same 
accordingly, ilie timber to be smvoyed b)* the pioper otlicers pievious 
to its being accepted . 1 


Mialcer, cents 

300 at r.3. 1 1 

Its 

1200 

Dlinnbuy 

I > 

200 

10 

99 

2000 

Oilanoy 

II 

200 

„ 

II 

1450 

Vci AH 

1) 

200 

„ 

• • II 

1250 

Toll l a 

If 

100 

n 3j 

• If 

523 




Total Its. 

0125 


On the ISth Mai eh 1768, with a view to piovidc for a constant 
slock of timber, the Court write : It. appearing absolutely ncccs- 
, sary for our interest that a largo stock of seasoned timber should be 
alwa 3 *s on hand Tor the marine and other uses, wo recommend it to 
you l?* ntiacl for it at the cheapest limo. None of this timber shall 
be sold to private persons unless on very extraordinary occasions. 
Even then application must bo made to tho Boaid in writing, and at 
the same time the Superintendent must certify that it ma 3 ' be spared 
without piojudicc to our interest. Our timber must bo deposited in the 


1 Court to TSoinliay 5tli April 1754 para 38, Tub. Don. Couit'b Letters Vol. 4‘of 
1772 - 17i>G, 142. 

3 Coin. Gov. Consultation 15th Oct 1731, Pnb Dial y 27 of 1734, 288. ■ 

3 Coin Gov. Consultation 22ml July 1735, Puli. Diaiy 28 of 1735, 270-2S1. 

* ruhlic Dmi y 48 of 1 7G7, S3. 

o 488—25 
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maiinc raid or some olhei place separate fiom what may belong to 
pnvate pei sons 1 

Thiee yeais lalei they a 5.1m mnile: As it is essentially neee=saiy 
that a laige stock of timhei should be constantly kept up foi the service 
o£ 0111 manne, tint the icssels may be built and repaued with 
seasoned timhei, we slionglv lccommend this object to yom attention. 
We hcieby positively ordc*i and dnect tliat the Company's timber he 
used 111 building and lcpan mg our ci inzeis only, and 011 110 pictence 
v liatevei be applied to the sei vice of pnvaie vessels 2 

Tor providing luggage boats, a Consultation of the 3 id August 
1768 veeoids: The set vice being much distiessed foi luggage boats 
it is agreed to build sis, thiec with and tlnee without deck® But as 
from the numbcL of \ easels now building m the marine yaid they 
cannot possibly be completed lieic, and as we undei stand they may he 
contracted for at Suiat and Gandevi ujion clieapci leims than we 
could constiuct them licie, the CInel and Council at Suiat must he 
dnccted to issue public notice that we will leceivc sealed pioposals 
from any peisons desuous foi contiacling £01 the same on Tuesdaj' 
the 2 "id instant, the boats to he constmcied upon the plan and of the 
dimensions to bo delivered in by the Superintendent." 

As m spite o£ this notice no piopo-als weie 1 earned, a Consultation of 
the 2 nd Seplembei 1 7 OS lecouls As, no pioposals have been leccivcd 
foi timhei 01 luggage boats eitliei at Suiat 01 at tins place, it is 
agreed to 01 dei the Chief and Conned to pui chase sjy of the lattei 
as neai the dimensions of tho=o we want as possible hut not to 
he above two yeais old. If none aie to be pui chased they must 
in such case cause six to be built exactly agi ecablc to the dimensions 
wo sent them upon the cheapest teims and to he completed as soon as 
possible.* 

In appioviug the cneouiagemcnt gnon by the Bombay Government 
to ship-building the Couifc mute, the 5 tli Ajml 1770 We appiovo 
youi mci easing the pay of the two sons of the late Lai ji Wadia. 
Wc shall send the eldest mho has succeeded hi« fatlici as mastci buildci 
a silvei lule which jou aie to picsent to him togcthci with a shawl 111 
our name with the «ainc formality as was befoie observed to Ins father, 
in ordei to encouiage him to behave with diligence and fidelity Jf the 
rule cannot be got leady to go by these ships, it shall lie sent by the 
next opportunity 3 

At a Consultation, the 13 th August 1776 , the following estimate 
of the expense of rebuilding the bntannia was laid befoie the Boaid ■ 
Estimate of the chaigos to build a ship of the following dimensions, 
namely 5 ; 


1 Court to Bombay IStU Bareli 17G8 para 37, Pub Dtp Couit’a L Vol 7 of 17G5- 
1768,310 Comp of Standing Ord Vol 2 of 1750 - 17hS, 90 
J Court to Bombay 23tli April 1771 pira 31, Pub Bcp Court’s L Vol 8 of 1769- 
1771, 27 i Comp of Stonding Ord, Vol 2 of 1759 . 178s, 101 
’Bom Goi Consultation 3rd Aug 1798, Tublie Duiri 51 of 17GR, 175 
. g om Goi Consultation 2nd Sept 1768, Public Biais 31 of 17GS, 493 
e i Ur rv° Bo ™^' l J’ 3th Apl. 177G, Pub Bep Court’s I, Vol, 9 of 1772-1777, 277, 

1 °b. Diair 70 of 177G, 043 - G11 
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Chapter II Limji, "Baijoi Lmiji, Rustam Blnkitp, ami Nan/ibhai Kaisanji 
Tiade for 1150 cents of the undui mentioned ^oils of Ganden timber and 
15 coiges of knees foi the manne sen ice pait to be deluded in 
Tnce of_riui >er, Jf 0V eml>ei and the leniaindei m Felnnaiy nest I am sony to acquaint 
your Ilonom that notwithstanding my utmost endear ours I eonld 
not pie vail on them to accept le-s than the puces allowed them in 
1776 as they alleged they could not alfoid it, namely 

Mutter at 113 l.!} tlic emit Tollu at Its 3\ tlic cout 

Oilanrt „ „ 8J do CiooKtil „ i»J do 

Vcrrovv ,, „ 7) do Knot's „ „ 30 thu edge- 

The mci chants Lave as usual executed contiacts foi the delucry of 
the timher conformable to my addicts of the Stli June last 1 

On leceipt of the alm\e the Boaid ob'-eivc, the 7th Octobei 177S 
The manne pa) mallei lepoits by letter that agiccable to oui oideia 
undei the 20th August he has conti acted for the timber wanted m 
Ins depaitment at the same puces as given in 1776, winch w ae the 
lowest teims piocuiable 2 

Fir iGSG° Clk ’ Regai ding the want of a div dock, the 29th December 1686, the 

Bombay Council w ate to the Company A diy dock tor the lelittiug 
of ships w ill be of g i cat use hei e and may be easily made. This the 
Deputy Goveinoi Su John Wyhoine does believe iniy be otgieat use 
and piolit to youi Ilonoui s, anil indeed so it mn&t be , foi all ships 
in these seas when they know' of a dock wlieie they may he div 
Fecuiely, will corns to clean and lepan then slops The slap Faulcon 
had not left lioi bones lieie had tlieie been a dock Sn Joliu Wyhoine 
has w lute to the Captain Geueial about it We do not know r wlut 
the event of this inittei may he anil tbciefoie can only say it will be a 
nocessaiy profitable woik when done 1 

17 H In their lottoi to Bombay, the 17th Apul 1711, aftei mentioning 

the advantage of a dock the Couit of Dnectois add In hopes 
that one time oi othci it would be done w c w mild have you eonsnlei 
of it and wheiu you might best make it completely good and lit to 
lake in one oi lathei two ships and let us know' it with yum opinion 
theieupon foi our tinal decision We aie not willing you should have 
too much wink upon yum hands at once, but would latlici tee the 
most neee-saiy liist concluded Still we believe it would be a great 
benefit to the owneis, and us, that their ships should be new cleaned 
and glared bcloic they ictmn tor Bui ope, as it would conti lbute to 
llie shoi temng tlioir passage, and, by the bettei coming at any defects 
in the hull, w'ould pieseive then caigoes fiom damage. 4 

1719 . A Consultation, the 3id Jamuiy 17-19, lecoids ■ We considei Hut a 

diy dock at this place callable of lccemng a ship of 50 guns would 
bo extiemely useful foi cleaning or ic 2 >anmg ships belonging to the 
Ilonouiablc Company oi pm ate tradeis and would theieby bring many 
advantages to the island paiticulaily m lespcct to tiade and most 

1 l’ub Diary 74 of 177$, 717 5 Pnl>. iJi.wy 71 of 177S, 70.7 

1 Bombay to Couit -iUtli Uc’c l C66, Sec Out L, Ij 1 of 1077 - 10S7, II forfeit’s 
Home Scries, I 1 19 

4 Court to Uouil a. 17th .\piil 1711 para 70, Comp of &la'i'l,nj Uni Vol I of 1713- 
1721, llo- lie 
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Limji, Baijoi Limji, Rustam Bhikaji, and Ndn.iblidi Kaisanji 
for J150 covits of tlic undci mentioned suits of Gander i timlwi and 
35 corgus of knees for the manno seince pari lo lie delneied m 
Novcmiiei and the lcmaindci in Felnnaiv next I am sniy to acquaint 
j'our Ilonoui that notwithstanding my utmost onde.nouis I could 
not piev.nl on them to accept lees than the pnecs allowed them in 
1776 as they alleged they could not affoid it, namely : 

Pliat'-cr at Its I.l[ the co\it Tolli.i at 1!» .‘i|i the tout 

Oilancj „ „ 8 J do Ci oukcd „ „ fit do 

Verrow ,, „ 71 do Kuces „ „ . 1(1 tliccoigt 

The mei chants have as usual executed contracts for the delivery of 
the timhei con formal do to my addiess of the 5tli June last 1 

On leceipl of the alm\c the Boaid obseive, the 7th Octoliui 3778 
The maime jiayinastei lcpoits hy lettei that ngi ecable to om oirleis 
undei the 20th August he has eonti acted foi the timhei wanted m 
Ins depailment at the ‘•jine prices as gnen m 1776, wlreli weicthc 
lowest teims pioeuiahle 2 

Regal ding the w ant of a diy dock, the 29 th Dccemhei 1686. the 
Bonihay Council wntc to the Company • A diy dock loi the lefilting 
of ships will he of great use line and may he easily made This (ho 
Deputy Goveinoi Sn John Wr borne does holier e may lie ol gieat u-c 
and jiiofit to join Ilonoui s, and indeed so it must be, foi all ships 
m these seas when they know' of a dock whole they may he diy 
secuiely, will come lo clean and lcpau their ships. The ship Faulcvn 
had not lett liei hones heio liad tlieie been a dock Sn John Wvhomc 
has wiote to the Captain Geneial about it We do not know w lut 
the event of this mittei mar he and tlicicfoic can only say it will he a 
necessary pi ofi table w oik when done ’ 1 

In then lettei to Jlombay, the 17th Apnl 3711, aEtei mentioning 
the advantage of a dock the Couit of Dneetuii, arid. In hujics 
that one time or otliur it would he done w e would have 3 011 consider 
of it and wheic yon might best make it completely good and fit to 
take 111 one 01 rathci tw o ships and let us know it with vein opinion 
theicupon foi out final decision We aie not willing ton should have 
too much woik upon yoiu hands at once, lint irould lathci tee the 
most nctpssjuy fi 1 st concluded Still we belieic it would be a gieat 
benefit to Ihc'owncis, and us, that then slups should be new cleaned 
and g laved betoicthev ictuin foi I'anope, ns it would contubute to 
the shoitemng then passage, and, hy the bcttei coming at any defects 
in the hull, would pioscir c then eaigoes fiom damage 1 

A Consultation, the 3id January 1749, lecoids We considei that a 
dry dock at this place capable of receiving a ship of 60 guns would 
lie extiemely useful for cleaning 01 icpamny ships belonging to the 
Ilonoui able Company 01 puvate tindeis and would tlieieliy bung many 
advantages to tlic island paiticulaily 111 lcspect to tiade mid most 


1 Tub Lliars 71 of 1778, 717 
1 Bombay to Coint 29tli Pet 
Home Stiies, I, 1J0 

4 Court to Bo nil a.s 17th April 
1721, 110-14G 


= Thli B 1 .n 1 71 of 1 77S, 70' 

I08G, sec Out L, B -1 of 1077-108", II Torrent’s 

1711 rnra 70, Comp of Plii'lingOid, Vol 1 of 1713 - 
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brandies of the icvcmies. Also that the charge, by computation not 
exceeding Its, 5U00, would be soon i minimised by collecting a duty 
on all ships that make use of the dock. It is tlicicfoic agreed that 
the same be undertaken on the Honourable Company's account, 
bon owing money of the bank foi the amount for which a distinct, head 
is to be kept on the general book Diiected tlieicfore that Midi timber 
and plank as may be wanted for the gates of the dock be indented for 
to Tellieheiry. 1 

Next yen, Ihe 7 lb Mai eh 1750, the Court write: "We agice with 
you m opinion that a dry doelc capable of i ceeivmg a lift} -gun slap 
may be exti cmely useful, and tliciefoic appiovc of your undoi taking 
it, as well as the method you piopose for reimbursing the expenses of 
making it." 

A year after, . the 0th March 1751, they write * The dry dock 
when finished will he of general advantage to the place m causing ships 
to lesort to Bombay to clean and lclil, and we aio of your opinion that 
v t c shall soon be reimbursed tlie expenses in building it by a model ate 
duty 1 icing collected for all ships that make use of it, the fixing the 
late oC winch wo shall leave to your disci clinn 1 

A Consultation, the 3rd .lulv 3750, lccords : The dry dock ordered 
lobe set about at tlie piesidencv m Consultation (lie 3id Januaiy 
17*19 being finished, the latcs to lie paid foi all ships and vessels that 
go into it aie now settled, namely the sum of Its 150 for the first 
spimg and Its 1U0 for cvciy spung they lcmam in it aftci wards 1 

A Consultation, the 2S(h January 1751, rceoids- It being judged 
that if the heads of the dry dock be earned a little fui tlier out, it 
would not only he more commodious but bo a means of the tides cai- 
vying off the filth winch at present settles in it and as the same mav 
be done for a small expense it is agieed that it be set about aud finished 
as speedily as possible 5 

Regai ding the utility of the Bombay Dock, the 5th Apiil 175-J-, the 
Comt Vi lie . Me are well satisfied of the gieat utility of the dock at 
Bombay, not only as it senes every purpose for om own ships but as 
it Inings a considerable trade to tlie place by rcpaiimg the shipping 
for Bengal and other pails of India But we aie acquainted that to 
lender it complete there is still wauling another at the end of it, to 
form a double one, that a slap may be shut up and lcpaucd while the 
outer dock serves for all oilier occasions You are iherofoic licieby 
cmpoweied and dneuted immediately to pioccod upon with all con- 
1 Yemeni despatch and to complete a dock without the picsonl one upon 
such a plan as you shall judge will best answer the purpose. 0 

A Consultation, the 13th June 1755, recoids : The Superintendent 


1 Bom. (loi. Con*-ullation 3iil .Tim. 1710, Pub. Duny 23 of 174!), 3. 
s CouiLloBomb.w 7tl> Muicli 174!) (1700) pain 53, l'ub Dcp. Comt’s Letters Vol.3 
of 1712 • 1731, 1«JB/ 

1 Court to Bomb ij* Glli Match 1750 il7Gl) pain 70, Pub Dup. Court’s Lcllci *> Vol. 3 of 
1742- 1731, 2()0. 

4 Bom Gin. Consultation 3ul Jrilj 1730, rub. Dial y 23 of 1750, 227 
' Bom Gov Consultation 2Slh Jan. 1751, Pub. Tliaiy 21 of 1751, 35. 
fl Comt to Bomb.ij 3th Apnl 1731 paid 103. Pub Dcp. Com ft Lclleib Vol. 4 of 
1732 1731,, 103 
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represents that it Mill lie a great ltnpi moment to Horn the olil diy 
doek It is therefore directed that it be done m such mninipi a" Mill 
lust ansuci that pm pope 1 

Regauhng the Maut of a thud dock, a Consultation, the 2Sth Match 
1700, loenids. The Snpcimtendent repic-cnts that as the batteiy 
bcloM’ the present doek head iunssof.ii out- lie defied on it 1 - being 
begun that it might he turned on m such niannei ns to reive fni one 
Mde of another oi thud dock m ca=c it should pi mo ncce"-aiy 'tins 
lias aceoi dingly lieen done 3iy the nneomnion loivne-* of the late 
{•piling tide?, his Majcstj 's ship Citmbei Auk? has fom time- been In ought 
close to the pic«ent outer dock gate without it being posable to get hei 
in. As this has been attended nith a gicat loss of time as null ns usk, 
and as mc may piohahlv often lie subject to the like matcnal disappoint- 
ment m lcpamng olhei large ships of the Fqundinn, nko .seeing that 
the cliannel is already dug a piopei depth so that aiiothci m thinl doek 
might easily ho made at a modeiatc expense capable of docking such 
ships at any time and thereby gieatly facilitate the public sendee as 
m ell as save a constant cliaige mc now sustain by cleaning the channel 
of mud, llesohed that a thud dock he completed as soon as possible 
undei the Superintendent's directions, winch will pio\ cut the Principal 
Engmeci's attention being dnccted fiom the forliiications 2 3 * 

Referring to the above, the 6th May 17(51, the Couit mtiIc You 
represent the necessity of lianng a thud doek and of vour having 
given oi dei f. foi completing it as soon as pof-sihle undei the Supciin- 
tendent's dnections, Minch you kiv may he easily made at a modeiatc 
expcn c c on account of some continence* foi lonnci M’oilrs If this 
piece of M'oik Mas ^o essentially necessary as you assure it was we 
must aequiesce But ecitumly you ought not to have oideied it 
to lie set about before an estimate of the uholc expense has lieen laid 
before you and well considered. Indeed you should not have failed to 
have sent to us such estimate instead of the before noticed loose mannci 
of expressing joui solve® as to the expense \Yc therefore think it 
absolutely necc®saiy to repent our ordeis that no nolle® of expense are 
to be set about uithout oui picnous leave unless they are really and 
essentially nccossaii 5 

A Consultation, the 7th July 17G1, records • Many inconveniences 
haring been found to result in the coni.se of refitting the squad ion 
fiom a want of the tlnid diy dock, it is oideied that it he earned out 
until the utmost expedition which mil enable ub to dock the hugest 
ship of the squadion at any spimgs. 1 

A Consultation, the 2Sid July 1762, lecouls The outer dock has 
been canymg on as fast as the tides would admit of milking upon 
evei since the Admual recommended its being completed and not a 
moment’s time will be lost in finishing it ’ 


1 Pali Dnrj 26 of 170.1, 211 

• Bom. Oo\ Consultation 2Stli Mnrrli 17C0, Toll Diarj 31 of 1700, 235 

3 Court to Bombay Gtli JI-ij lTGlpaia 107, l’uli JJi-ii Comt - Lettei? Vol 5 of 
17o< -1701, 388 

*Bom (lo\ Consnltntion 7tli July 1701, Puli Duij J7 of 17GJ, IS~> 

1 Bom Goi. Consultation 2 ,!itl JuU 1702, Tub Biaiv 3 g 0 f 1752 , joj. 



MateiialsO 

AND ISLAND. 10U 

A Consultation, the 2"id July 1765, records: Our treasury being 
now pi city stiong and the tliiid diy dock nearly completed, the same 
is 01 dried to be continued and finished as soon as possible 1 

Tlie Mamie Supeimtendcnt repicscntmg the necessity of a dock at 
MYizgaon, a Consultation, the 30 th June 1769, iccoids It cad a letter 
fiom the Supeimtendcnt, whcicin lie recommends the making of a dock 
at Mazgaon foi the use of ships that do not exceed 300 tons bmlhcn, 
and that proper stoi chouses may bo erected contiguous to it foi the 
leception of tlicir stoics. He likewise lccommcnds sundiy mattoi « as 
indispensably necessary for the good of the scmec, which aie tlieiofoic 
ordeicd to he put in execution ; and an estimate of the expense which 
will he incuned by making the dock and building the stoiehouscs at 
Mazgaon is ordcied to he prepared and laid before ns accordingly. 2 3 4 

Ou the 7tli October 1769, an estimate of tlio cliy dock at Mazgaon 
amounting to Its. 10,025 was laid bcfoie the Boaid, when they 
oidhcd it to be earned into execution agieeahlc to their resolution of 
the 30tli June last In their lettci to the Court on the 30th Nov ember 
I7G9 Government write "When the Mazgaon dock is finished the duty 
will he collected for the use of it as is now done for the docks in 
Bombay " 

On the 25th April 1771, the Cuui l cxpiess tlieii approval of the 
Mazgaon Duck Thoy mite . Weappiovc the making of a dock with 
storehouses at Mazgaon as also of the duty you intend to levy for 
such p'nvato vessels as shall be icpaiied m it and hope the expense of 
executing that' work will not exceed the estimated sum of Its 10,02 5. 1 

Oji the 2nd Febmary 1773, the Chief Engineer unites to Govern- 
ment : Finding that the woikmcn I sent frum the new fortifications 
for the completing of the tliiid dry dock, do const anlly diminish by 
desertion insomuch that by this means the laboums aie lcduccd to 
half their stipulated number; and as such duscition is principally 
owing to the veiy laborious work they are obliged to peiform when 
working at the dock, by being often up to their middle m mud anil 
('bilged to attend at any hom of the night ■when wanted, and all this 
without any additional pay or considuiation for such extiaoidmary 
woi k, I have taken the liberty to repiosenl to voiu Ilonoiu the neces- 
sity there is of employing five hundred Inborn ers at the dock and pier 
W'oilis exclusive of the number at piescut oulcred to he employed, and 
leave it to your Houom’s eonwdeiation wlicthei an mm ease of ten 
res pei day he not piopci as an encouragement and m consideration 
of tlicir exliaoicbnaiy attention and laboui. 5 

On reading the above letter the same day the Board resolved in 
considciatiou of the very liaid duty to the labourers who woik on the 
• docks.that ten res per diem additional pay bo allowed them.® 


1 Bom Qov. Consultation 2'hil July 17G5, TuYi. Dinry 45 of 17G5, 457. 

3 Bom Gov. Consultation 30th .Tune 17G9, l’ub. Diniy 54 of 17G9, 570. 

3 Pub Dmiy 31 ol 1709, 700, Pub. Dcp. Letters to tlioComtVol 10 of 17G9, 57. 

4 Couit to Bombay 25th April 1771 para. 43, Pub Dep Court's Lettois Yol. 8 of 

17G9 - 1771, 257. 5 Pub Diniy G3 of 1773, 71. 

B Bom. Gov, Consultation 2ml Feb, 1773, Pub. Diury 03 of 1773, 06 
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A Consultation, the 17th Mm* 177-*i, locuuls- The iiimiiij -f tlio 
mcoihI dock gate kung blown and tl»e HuHi.dd nr the ir-it.-- We, 
as appciis h\ a mii\i*v lli.il lias Ikuii held mill, an eslimite i‘f the 
oxjciwc of repaiimg the ‘-aim' .uni of fixing the threshold on -tich a 
conslnielioii that tin* depth of watei will h' 1 the s nne a- m the 
outward deck, is now laid 1-efoie the Beaid ain'-unlmg to Us H^i'i 
It is theieforc oideied that it be executed agioi-ibli* theicto.^ On this 
occasion the Board leinatk that the dutv paid foi ducking ships i c \eiv 
tnfling and not -at all adequate to the expense ol oj cmng and i-liMling 
the d<uk gates, anil other ihnige~ lia lined theiehy, mil does the dut\ 
now- cnlleeled hen am dfgice of prnpoitmn to the h< J’elit that the 
ship li'ceiios therefioin , ills te'olu d theufoie that from heiieefoi- 
waul this duty he double what it is nl pu“-ent. 1 

On the completion of the thud <li \ dock, a Consultation of the i${-b 
May 177.1 iccmiU- As the tliml dry dock is completed, the chaise 
of it mutt he deliteicd o\ei to the land paymaxloi lit the dock and 
pier ]Mvmnslei, with all f-toies that In-long to it, lists of which 
f-igned by them both must lie laid hofoic tlic Uoaid.” 

On the completion of the Miizpnon Bock, a Consultation, the ISth 
Fcbiunij 177 l.iecoids Hie deck and piei pannaslei icpoitmg that 
the dock at Milrgaon is completed, it must he put undei the aiders of 
the land pajniastei and eteij thing klonging thereto delisercil with it, 
nis-enloncs of winch signed hj Iheni both must It laid hefoic the lloaid 1 

Bcgaidmg the llomlns Docks, on the 27th Decomhei 177S, the 
committee icpoit to Goscimneiil • Has mg in ntadience to the com- 
inands of youi Ilonom seiy minutch timcted the Bombay Docks, 
we base now the lionoui to las - the oIm '1 sat ions sse liase nude lesjcet- 
iug (hem hcfoie youi llonouialile lloaid The licisht of the spring tides 
for nine mouths m Ihe seal fiorn the set or the gale is geneialls fiom 
I" feet 10 inches to 1 1 leot The tcore in the ret now* 10 inches, w liieh 
mas be cut away 1 inches mom making 1 1 inches, will then gisc fiom 
,15 feet to 15 feet 2 indies In the months of .Tnmiaiy Tolu unit and 
Ar.u ch the tides use lughei tlian in any of the otliei months being in 
gcneial fiom 15 feet to 15 feet f> indies abosc the l ct of 1 lie gate, and, 
allowing foi the set will gisc horn 10 feet 2 inches to 10 feet S inches- 
This will lake m any 70-gun shiji, hut svill not admit the ness 74-gun 
olups a 5 the}* canuot with cafetj lie hioughl to a smaller diauglit of 
ssalcv than 17 feet 6 niches oi 17 feet at least The bulk at the 
cntianee of the dock must also lie alwass lenioved hv a uiiml>ci of 
people at sjning tides hofoic am* laige ships can he taken in. YTc aie 
of opinion that no nialeiinl altciation= can bo made m the docks besides 
deepening the tcoiet. m the f-ets of the gates awl widening the middle 


i Bom Gov. Consultation ITthMnj 1773,Pnli Dinrj m of 1773, il'iG (Xo- G i.G) 

1 Bom. Go.. Consultation 2Sth Jtnj 1773, rub Jlinrj 03 of 1773, 100 
3 Bom Goi Consultation ISth IVti 1771, l’ub Dur.> 03 of 1771,02 On tlic 7tli 
Koi, 1798, tlio Solicitor Mr II Foil ester Constable uritus to Gou-nmicnt 1 haie to 
correut, or rntlicrto strike out, tin note intertill in about p ice SO of tlic case iupcclniR' 
tlio dry dock at Jl.t7gnon us to the lime it was made, as I find it was not Lcjpm nil 
about tlio jear 1770, and tint lliepronnil for ulucli an abatement client was made 
some fen jears aftri tb.it, must be understood to uicliitlc the place of tlic docl ns Will 
ns tlio marine jnrd there. Res, Diarj 22 of 1798, 1735. 
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dock which .at pi<NCiil is lathci too narrow* for working on the large 
thijjs. But the docks can by no means be deepened without lendcriug 
them n*<ele« for one year at least. "We arc fuithcr of opinion that two 
* new docks may be built abreast of the second and tlmd docks capable 
of receiving any of the 71-gun ships by removing the hospital as 
mentioned by the Honourable Company in their commands of the 
'I th Apul 1767, and fixing the ships foi building where the hospital 
now stands. Such a lemoval would gicatly conduce towards making 
the marine yaiel inoic commodious as theic is at present little room. 
In older to show the capaciousness of the present docks we beg leave 
to lay before vour Honour a list of scvcial of If is Majesty^s line of 
battle ships that have been in tliem showing tlie draught of water they 
ucie taken m at 1 : 


/hi Maji-ty's Ship* of the Line tlorhcil at Bombay, 17SS - 177S. 


Ships 

When Dockcil, 

At u h it Dock. 

D/urr of Vmn 

\W!*\ TAMN IN. 

Torn aril. 

Abreast 

Varmoiitii 

Neo runic 

Cinnlurland 

Fcliruarj 17C0 
llcecnilii .1 1713 
Timiari 1730 

Second 

Tint 

Second 

rt 

1119. 

rt 

ms. 

'firnfloii 

.Tull 17111 

Do. 

11 

n 

1*. 

G 

"I'ircr 

Xoi emher lTtil 

Do 

n 

0 

15 

h 

Miilnii . 

riiatli.im 

.lull 1702 

Jamiari 1701 

Do 

Do 

11 

7 

14 

10 

Miniumth 

Apul 170.1 

Do 

14 

3 

11 

3 

•riinlulli 

September 17C1 

Do . 

14 

0 

11 

G 

’Xarthmiibiirlaiid 

.Tallinn 1773 

Do 

14 

in 

15 

0 

lSutVinulnm . 

“I ii tu pit! 

IT,.. 

Third 

11 

10 

14 

11 

rclmtarj 1773 . . 

Second 

14 

0 

11 

0 

Mrfonl 

Du 

Third 

14 

n 

15 

G 

‘ W ini irk „ . 

W lrch 177.1 

Do. 

13 

0 

15 

0 

Pali-htirj 

.Tamiari T77(l 

Dn 

14 

G 

11 

G 

•Hippo » 

hmiar/ 177S> 

Do 

1*. 

0 

13 

1 


A 71,— ‘ Tho^c mailed " were lime With n lighter. 

On leading the above icport at their Consultation, the 11th Janu- 
ary 1779, the Select Committee obsenc: Read a rcpoil fiom the 
committee appointed to snivey the docks m September last, which, with 
the list tliomn enclosed, is oi dcicd to he lecoided foi the information 
of our llonouiahle Master*-. 2 

In 1731 Ills Majestj ’s squadion was lepairedat Bombay. Touching 
this, the 21th Apul 17S1, Item Admual Sir Edwaid Hughes wiites 
to Government . 'Ihe loadv and cheerful a^'-istance which I have 
iceeivod fiom you in your conjunct capacity as Pie^idcnt and Council, 
as well as fiom each of you in 3*0111 separate departments of the 
Company'** Fei vice, in docking repairing and lefitting His Maje'-ti*'** 
squadion under m 3 - command at this ^ 013 * ciitical period of our affans 
calls foith 1113 * waimcst acknowledgments. I VC13* sincere^* thank 
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1 ®* * r . v ®£ 1779, 17 -IS. The Court * order of the 4 th April 17C7 

Ipvrrv 30) rons . Ir* n >at i f .1 p-opT place near the marine jnnl for the Company's 
t.inln r, a liith i- .i*"'ii. v-iuri in the repast of the committee of rntpuri , fccins ih«o!nt«.ly 
ncre«irv to To p-.u eh 1 W.* then-lure permit yoa for this purpose to snake nn\ altera- 

tl\.n a 'th se-.inl t * the 1 "pit il n *r am other manner that may l»e nio=t conducnc r* 
ovi niton -t l\.l» 1> p ( <n.r. » 1., p, ts V ol. 7 of 17iVJ 170a, 215. 

1 Su*. t .i*'d l’.A 1' -a 2a c f 17;:> -,i, 
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you Sii awl gentlemen not only foi yam unweaued ze.il m assisting me 
to the utmost of your power m the lefit oE the squadiou undoi ray 
command but also foi the pemonal attention you weie pleaded to pay 
to inj'pell and the officers and men &eivmg undei me As you aie 
well acquainted -with tlie gi eat utility and necessity of a =quadmn 
of Ills Majesty's ships being cmplojcd m the East Indies m the time 
of wai especially fui the pioteetion of the Company's hade and pos- 
sessions, and as you liken ise know that this m the only poll in the 
East Indies wlieio a slap ot the line can he docked and effectually ic- 
fiited, I think it a duty nicumlient on my station to state to you such 
lneomemenees as have anson to me in the couikc of om late 1 editing 
These, though no exeitions of } ouis oi mine could at that time 
lemedy oi pi event, aie now wholly m lorn powei to amend if not 
obviate hefnic the squadiou will ha\e occasion to iclmn iothis poll 
to lelil r i he fust, and indeed the most capital amendment I would 
piopo^c to you is m the pie=ent depth of watei m the lower and middle 
docks as fiom the want of a few inches mine watei tlnee of the lino 
of luttlc ships weio neaped oi delayed each fom teen days longei tlian 
was othei wise nccessaiy to keep the ship m dock. To ul/walc any 
such accident m futuie I beg leave to point out to you the host and 
most effectual means that occur to mo to put the duelcs and maimu 
yaid m such a state as to he able to alloid a suio speedy and effectual* 
lefit to Ills Majesty's sl U p S- Eoi this pmpnsc I would lccoinincnd 
to you to «et about deepening the lowci and middle docks with all 
expedition which 1 am assuiecTby good autlionty nnv he done at least 
fiom 12 to 18 luclies Also both docks should he on tlic same level 
This will he attended with tlie gieatesl, advantage as it will give tune 
foi putting two ships into the docks on the same tide as well as 
seem e a positive cei lamty of docking and undocking the line of battle 
ships w liunevci they aie m a condition to dock oi undock The ivanl 
of this is a defect soveicly felt m tlie piesent state of the docks. 

On building the two new docks ahieast of the piesent lowci and 
middle docks as lccommendcd to yom Bund in the lepoit of your 
chief engnieer and master attendant, e.iie must he taken to gi\c them 
at least IS inches moie watei than in tlie piesent lowei dock, and it 
thc'e new docks aie immediately set about so as to lie finished in all 
next Docemhci, the pio«ent docks may lemam in the slate then now 
aie for the use of the tiadmg ships and until the new aie iimshed 

The extent of the maune yaid as it is at this time is much too 
small to give mom foi the nccessaiy quantities of timbci and woik- 
mcn I earnestly recommend to you that you will extend the yard so 
as to compichcnd the two Suigeons’ houses and the hospital on that 
side Also that the pusoneis he moved fiom tlie house now made a 
prison, aud the whole of the boute ho opened, a® wa« the ease foinieily, 
lor the pm pose of fitting nggmg and containing the stoics of the 
ships m dock Tlie pie«cnt \ery eiowded state of tlie yaid evidently 
retards the progie^s of the woikmcn and pi events its being kept m 
that clean condition so nccessaiy to the health of such as lalwui m it, 
and tho jail, making as it weic* a pait of tlie yaid, is gioatly incon- 
venient and a nuisance. _ * 

One thing mom occurs to me ns not only useful hut necesemy which 

c 
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I submit to your consideration As the Company furnish warehouses for 
the reception of the salt provisions sent to this place for the service of 
Tliq Majesty's squadron, and as much inconvenience has arisen to the 
inhabitants lcsiding in the gani^on from the nccessaiy surveying i epack- 
ing and repickling the said prolisions, I am of opinion that lodging* bueli 
pioMsions in a diy well-built slicd or a house erected on the Apollo 
giound walled lound and tiled on the roof would ldicve the inhabitants 
1‘iom the much-complaincd-of stench arising from doing what is 
absolutely necessary for the pieservatiou of the salt provisions 
This change would also tend to the better preservation of the 
piovisions as such a house propcily constructed must be much 
cuolcr than the warehouses whcic they ai o now lodged within the gavi ison 
and the heat of such close warehouses must piomolc the decay and 
rottenness of the meat Jf this mode of storing the salt provisions 
he pui sued the agent Victualler's correspondent here will have my 
ordprs to remove them to the place ajipointed by you for their recep- 
tion 1 

Referring to this letter fiom the Hear Admiial of his Majesty’s 
squadron, a Consultation, the 13th Juno 1781, recoids* It will be 
totally impossible to construct two new docks uitlun the time men- 
tioned by the Admiral, and if we set about any nlteialiuns to the old 
ones we shall entnely bo deprived of their use foi a considerable time 
fi om which gicat inconvenience will lesull It evolved that the new 
docks be first constructed and as we have an idea that it may be moio 
convenient to lnuld them at. Butcher's Island as the tide rises some 
inches higher there than at Bombay, the chief engineer and master 
attendant must he di looted to give us their opinion on the subject and 
lay bcfuic us plans and estimates of the expense of building docks at 
both places The Collector must bo dnccted to pitch upon some propel 
spot "within the town walls for a jail at the smallest excuse for 
removal of houses and the least inconvenience to the inhabitants The 
suigeons must abo he directed to lopoitto us what place may he most, 
suitable and convenient to remove the hospital to. A jnoper shed 
must he erected on the Apollo giound foi the reception of the 
King’s provisions. 2 

The follow mg notice of the Bombay docks is lccnided in Milburn’s 
Oriental Commeicc of about 1808 ■ 'flie dockyaid is laige and well 
contrived, having naval stoics of all kinds deposited in waichouscs, 
togcthci with huge quantities of timber for lcpamng and building 
ships and foigcs for all kinds of smiths' work. The diy dock has scarce 
its equal foi size or com omenec It has three divisions and three 
pan* of strong gales so as to ho capable of receiving three ships of the 
lino at the same time. Near the dock is a convenient place to heave 
down sevoial ships at once, which is done well and with great expedi- 
tion ITeic is also a lope walk which for length situation and conve- 
nience equals any m England, that in the King’s yaid at Portsmouth 
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1 Puli. Diary 78 of 1781, 213-213 This suggestion of Admiral Hughes seems to be 
the oiigin of the Coopeiage buildings oil the Esplanade. 

2 Bom Gov Conciliation 13lli June 1781, Tub Diniy 7S of 1781, 311. Forivot’o 
Hume Stilus, II. 
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Chapter II only excepted , and like that it lias a coven ng to protect the woik- 

Trniie. mon Cables and all soiU of lessor eoidage. both of hemp and eon. are 

manufacluied licie 1 

Liglit House, Regarding the necessity of electing a light-house on Old Woman's 
1<0S. Island, a Consultation, the 5th July 1768, lecoids: The Supcim- 
tendent represents that it is highly neccs^aiy to eiect a hglit-housc 
upon the point of Old Woman's Island, as well foi the safety of the 
trade in general as for that of our Honourable Masters’ «hrps m parti- 
cular uhich generally ainve in the month of August when it is most 
commonly l, nny hazy weather This light-home will liken iso he of 

gicat umj to the eiui«-eis sent out to look for the Europe ship". It 
is therefore lcsolvcd that an estimate of the expense which will be 
nicuired l>y erecting and keeping up a light-house lie prcpaied and laid 
before us, when we will take mto further consideration the piopnoty 
of eai lying it into execution. 3 

Two weeks latei the icquned plan and estimate wcie submitted to 
Government. A Consultation, the 22nd July 1708, thcicupon 
recoids A plan and estimate of the light-house the Superintendent 
pioposes to meet on the point of Old Woman's Island being now 
laid bcfoic ns, and it appealing that the meeting it will not cost rnoie 
than fioni Its 4000 to Its 5000, vlueli is hut a tulle when com- 
paicd with the utility it will be to the trade in general, it is resolved 
that it he elected on such spot as the Superintendent may think 
propei provided the Engineer has no objections r 

1772 Rcfening to this light-house on the 7tli Febinavy 1772, the Couit 

wiitc to Bombay As the security which the light -house elected at 
the Company’s expense on Old Woman's Island null jield to the 
navigation of our poit must he greatly mcieascd were the same 
to he constantly lighted instead of its being so at particular seasons 
only, winch wc undei&tand to be vour present practice, we diicct that 
a propm light be kept up dm mg every night throughout the year. 
As the benefit which the trade must theioby locervc will entitle us 
to a leimbuisement of the expense of suppoiting the edifice as well as 
the lighting of it , you will establish such a duty to he collected on all 
ships and vessels anelioiing m Bombay liaihour as you shall judge 
sufficient to defray the cliaigcs which the Company may incur on that 
account,* 

On the 17 fh August 1772, the Supenntcndent Mi John Watson 
wutes Confoimablo to your ordera I have the honom to lay before 
Jon the chaiges fm lighting the towoi on Old Woman's Island fiom 
the 1st August 1771 to the 31st of July 1772, amounting to 
Rs G29-3-12. r ' . ° 

On lcceipt of the above infoimation, the 19tli Aiign-t 1772, the 
Board obseivc. As the Honourable Company have been pleased to 
diicet that the expense of the light-house at Old Woman's Island 

’ Wilburn's Or. Com 1813, 1 170. 

! I* nm G°' Consultation 5tb July 17GS, Tub Dims 51 of 1708, 385 

' !* nm ”Oi Consultation 22nd July 17CS, Pub Diaiy 51 of 17(>8 120 

' t r™ ul t0 Bombay 7th Vtb. 1772 para 31, rub D cp Court's L Vol, 0 of 1772- 1777, 
11 - 1 - 1 Pub Diaiy (-1 oi 1772, 700 
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should be borne by the vessels anchoring in the harbour, the Superin- 
tendent lays before us the above letter enclosing an account of its 
annual expense amounting to its. 629-3-1 2, and the mode of levying 
a sum agieeablc to our Employcis’ oidcrs equal to this expense. This 
being consideicd, it is resolved and oidcred that 11 s 2 for every 300 
tons be collected by the Superintendent fiom each vessel that anchors 
in the harbour 1 

Eight years later, 13th October 1 7 SO, the light-house duty ivas 
raised fiom Its. 4< to Its. 10 per 100 tons as recommended by the 
committee of accounts. 2 

About 1803 the following notice of the Cohiba Light-house is 
recoidcd by Milburn: Close to Bombay, sepaiated only by a small 
cieelc foidable at low water, is Colaba, or Old Woman’s Island, u Inch 
partly forms the north side of the lmbour. It is about 24 miles long. 
Neai its southern exlrcnniy stands the light-liouso. This building is of 
a ciicular foim, and has within it a flight of stops to ascend to the top ; 
the height is upwaids of 150 feet above the level of the sea, and the 
light may be seen in clear weather the distance of seven leagues. Tlicic 
is also a signal station uheic aicgular watch is kept day and night, the 
expense of u Inch is defiaycd by a rate levied on all vessels ficqucnting 
the poit On this island aic haviacks for the military, and occasional ly 
a camp is formed here, being esteemed a healthy situation. It lias 
many delightful villas scatteied about. The point of Colaba, on 
which the light-house stands, is guai ded on all sides by an extensive 
leef of locks, divided into prongs; the most dangerous is the S W. 
pioug, which forms the noilhein boundary of the cntiancc into the 
harbour, and Tull leef the southern. The bicadth of the channel 
between the prongs and Tull reef is about three miles 3 
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1 Horn. Gov. Consultation 19th Aug 1772, Puli llinij G1 of 1772, 7C.7 

. . : Horn Gov Consultation 13th Oi t 3760, Puh Ihaiy 77 of 17S0, dbO As nuginally 
imposed, the ilutj mus Its 2 in 1772 The resolution of 1780 shows the duty was 
raised fiom Its 2 to Its. 4 some tunc between 1772 null 1780. 

J Milhmn'b Oi. Com 1818, 1. 170. 
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lx 1671 tlic Couifc recommended that a mint should he 
established at Boinbaj foi coining gold and sih cr money (and 
subsequently copper also) of such punty as to pass among the 
natives as piccious metal only. 1 These coins w’cic not to beat any 
resemblance to the King's com and weie to ciiculate only at places 
w here the Company tiaded. 

President Aungicr, and the Council at Bombay, replied that the 
pioject could not be earned into effect, owing to the ncces-.it> of 
sending the bullion to Suiat Fotu soits ot coins would be 
lequired, namely gold coins to be called cftiohuas, silver to be called 
anglinas, copper or coppeioons, and tin or tiunics 2 * 

The matter rested until 1673, when President Aungicr again 
suggested the establishment of a ramb m Bombay.' 5 

On 3th October 1G7G the King by Lcttei s Tbitent cmpowcicd the 
Company to establish a mint at Bombay for coming mpee-, pice, 
and bujruks, for ciicnlation ill all the dependencies ot the Company 
in the East Indies, 4 and a Mr. Smith was sent out «is as'-ay 
mastci on a yearly salary of .tOO." 

* The following extincts shoiv how' the new* coin was icceived and 
the difficulties with which the mint bail to contend . 

Surat letter to the Company, rlnted Swallv Maiinc 17th Jaunaiv 
167G "We lieicw'ith scud you the scvcial suits of coins now minted 
on the island. Among the lest wc dcsiie jou to take notice that in 
older to its gieatei consumption the tin coin is made 10 pci cent 
moie weight}’ than it used to be. It Gist went cmrently oil till 
the envious Poituguosc hmdeied its passage m their countries and 
tianspoifc to the main, abating the value veiy much Mow wc 
hope it will he better esteemed, and if wo cotdd piocuie a laige 
vent foi it, it would consume a good quantity of tin yearly and 
make it worth JRs. 22 the man to you.® 

Suiat letter to Bantam, dated Swally Maiine 25tli Januaiy 
1676 If the Company w'ould please to permit a coucspondence 
between their island Bombay and Bantam and oi dei a corge ot 
copper and other goods from Bantam thither, it would turn tbun 
as well if not better to account than as it is now’ Oidercd; foi tlieic 


1 See Conrt’s Lottos to Sural nnilBnmlaj, 22nd Teh ID/l Biuce’s Ann.il-;, 11 27P 2S0 

: Sue Bomliaj Letter-; to Court of 14th June and 7th Ort 1G72 Breru, II 313 

J Sco Boinl'aj Letter to Comt of l&th .Tan 3G75 in Bince, II 3GS-3<jS 

4 See Letter from Conrt to burnt, 7tli Sr.wh 1G77, in Bruce, II. S'JS. 

’Sco Court's Lettei to burnt and Bmnlnj , loth .March m Hrirrc, II. . 11 * 1 . 

* Sural to the Conyunj 17th Jan 107b, burnt I’act Out L L’ 2 of 1073 70, 32 
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is a great consumption of copper yearly at Bombay in the mint ; 
our pice and other com made there, passing in all parts of the 
Deccan and yields about Rs. 22 the Surat man constantly and 
sometimes more , whereof we pray consider it and if you judge it 
an}- way advantageous to the Company you may propose it to 
them. 1 

Surat to Bombay, 21st August 1G76 : As for money you have 
not signified unto us your want. Yet in legard to the mint we 
would have you take out of the ingots of silver to the amount of 
Us. 30,000 or at most so much as will pay your soldiers or discharge 
your debts if 3-011 owe 0113% You cannot hut be sensible of our 
great engagements at interest and how long it will be before we 
can dispose of such great quantities of goods as aie now come out. 2 

Surat to Bomba}*, J2th September 1676. We gave }*ou a general 
order in ours of the 21st August which wo doubt not but is come 
safe to hand. We then oidercd you to receive out of the ingots of 
silver to the amount of Rs. 30,000 or at most so much as would 
pa3-}*our soldieis and discharge 3' our debts (if you owe an}"). This 
we again confirm, for we cannot spnic so considerable a quantity 
of mone}- as 3-ou desire from our great engagements at interest. 
If hereafter you shall he in want of mone}- wo shall duly satisfy 
your bills when you draw them as hitherto we have done.” 

Suiat to Bomba}-, dated Swall}* Marino 10th October 1670 : We 
have made inquiiy for a coiner and shall send 3-011 one as soon as 
we can piocure him. 1 

Suiat to Bomba}-, 21st September 1G7G : We take notice that 
}-ou have icceivcd out of the Europe ships 329 plates of copper for 
the' use of the mint. 5 

Surat to Bomba}-, 21st November 1G7G : We expect the 
Company’s ship called the TP 01 mosa JHcrchanl in a short time from 
Tywan laden with copper and other goods. We presume she will 
first put into Bombay. If so we would have you take on shoic all 
the copper for the use of your mint and what other goods you can 
dispose of on the island and despatch the ship with the remaining 
cargo towards us with all speed, not expecting fuitlier order. 0 

Bombay to the Ilonouiable Court of Directors, 19tli March 1677 : 
The F 01 mow frigate touched here the 17th February in her way 
to Surat, out of whom we took all the copper being but 1 57 chests, 
which is very welcome to us, we having not n bar left to keep your 
mint employed . There will be gamed 80 per cent on the have 
copper and about 20 per cent more by melting it. We could 
dispose of about 2000 chests in a year besides supplying Surat and 
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1 Smut to Bantam 25l.li Jan 1G76, Suiat Pact. Out. L. B 2 of 1G73-7G, GO 
1 fcuiat to Boinluiy 21st Aug. 1G7G, Suiat Fact Out Lcltci 15 2 of 1G75-7G, 175. 
Fouest’s Homo Senes, 1 100. 

J Surat to Bomliaj 12th Sopl. 1G7G, Suiat Fact Out L B, 2 of 1G75-7G, 191-192. 

1 Siuat Fact Out Tj 13. 2 of 1075-7(5, 22G. Fori cst’s Home hciics, I 101. 
r ’ Surat Fact Out 1 B Sot 1C75 7G, 101. 

0 Suiat to Bombay 21st Non. 1670, burnt Fact. Out Lcltci Book 2 of IG75-7 G, 2G0. 
Foireit’s Home Soiios I 111. 



Chapter III. 

Capital- 

If on Coined 
Rupees, 
1077. 


Comer, 

107/. 


Coinage, 

1G77, 


[Histoiical 

208 BOMBAY TOWN 

your other factoiies, so (at tlio same into this copper cost) 2000 
chests will j'icid about Its. 70,000 piofit 1 

Suiat lettai fiom Mi. G Aungiei and Mr. C. Clmmbcilau to 
Bombay, ilatcil Swally Mai me ‘20th Mai eh 1677: We have lately 
compaLed some of the new coined Rupees with those foimci Iv 
made, and do find them coarser and one nil less m weight than 
they used to be This hath caused them to fall in esteem and 
makes the slnofis licic raise the laldv (discount) on them. 
Theicfore we de.siie j-ou to examine this business and see that the 
Honouiablc Company lcceno no abuse nor prejudice Iheieby.® 

Suiat letter to Bombaj, 10th April 1677 . It is vei) ceitain that 
the sin offs lieic have put a gi eat mini on youi Bombay lupees, 
which we ai u still apt to believe pioceeds fiom the coaisencss of 
the alloy and fiom some abuse put oil you by the coiners which we 
desiic you to use all possible endeavotus to prevent. 3 

Bombay to Suiat, 17th July 1677 • Our last was of the 11th 
July, copy uhoieot goes lieic enclosed. There is a coiner in Suiat 
by name Rntanji who did pionnse the late President to conic to 
Bombay and did engage to com oui duqdnis tor 61 fen is the man, 
whereas now we pay . Ians This w ill amount to a consulciuhle 
saving yearly if uc aie but supplied with good quantities of coppei , 
and though lie came to no agreement tor coining of inpees and 
lujmls yet lie piomiscd to make them 2ft pel cent clieapei than at 
present they aie made Besides we aie given to undci.st.md he is 
an able woikmnn, which will be of gieat benefit in making all the 
money of a tiue and equal weight, which is veiy difficult to secuie 
these comeis not being lncd uj* to tlie tiadc. Madan Kisanji’s son 
by name Blingvandas can inloirn youi Honoui s wliei c he lives. 
Please to hasten him luthci with all speed possible, we being m 
gieat want of him 4 

Bombay to Sui at, 17th July 1677 As to the ticasuie we lmvc 
been in consideiution that it may lcdound to the Company’s benefit 
to have all their silver coined on the island , 5 for w c licni that the 
discount oi raid v between Bombay and Suiat mpccs is no moie 


_ 1 Romliaj to Com t 19 th March 1C77, free Out L B 4 of 1G77-1GS7, 93. l\m oils 
Homo Stnos, I 127 = .Surat Tact Out L D 3 of 1077 - 1700, ]!) 

^urat to Romh-ij 10th April 1077, Surit Tact Out L B 1 of l(i77-3700, 9S 
Bomluj to SnraL 17th July 1077, See Out I, R 4 of 1G77 - lliST, 40 1’oiresl s 
Home hones, I 134 
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preferred acting on the authority cncnln tlieir Chartei of lming a mint at llmnlnv. 
liecau'e this would stionglj impress the until es with the import wee of Die place , and 
they trusted tli it in time thej should ho enabled to supph tlie Bengal market with 
rupees coined at Bomhaj, or if that should not ho practicable, that thev might 

bTuS 80 U'™ *■»« at Surat, which would pass cm rent in 

Bonga 1 or m anj p irt of the Moglnl s dominions On this occasion tins submitted to 
consideration ot the General whether the coinage at Bombay ought not to include gold 

Z:r CLrtJ ' C COmpan J and the King s a"tsbj 

the General aoi r rC ‘'° I ’l ’S""? 1 of , dolc ^ soiereigntv See Court's Letters to 

Brace II 011 oif 0 ™" 1 ° f B ° m5n> fr ° m Uth Apnl 1(jSS tu lytu J brch 10S9 in 
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limn percent in Sm.it, which in the sale of the silver the very 
brokerage and .shioff.igo will pay for ; so that what is got hy minting 
will he clear piofit. Besides wo aic given to undo stand that 
tin- Siu.it mpees aic now made of a coarser alloy than formerly , .so 
that we believe our lupces may shortly pass without any discount. 
For your JTonoui.s’ more full satisfaction, we have hy this cosset sent 
an ingot of silver lofincd just to the alloy of your rupees, which 
weighs ns tolas Smut, which coined will give us rupees clear, 
paying for minting and all charges Therefore please to try w hat 
said ingot will yield in Surat to sell, deducting brokciagc shroffage 
and other charges ; and hy that may be seen what profit arises 
upon the mint. One thing we are ignoiant of, which is whether 
the (Jifoghal) governor will not oblige the Company to mint all our 
rupees again into Surat 1 upecs, as lie does the silver ; but of that 
your ITonouis can easily he informed there. Even should it be so 
wo believe mei chants may be had who would undertake to lemit it 
hither for a small matter. 1 

Bombay to Surat, 21st October 1677 : We have this day sold 1000 
mans of copper at Us. 17 \ the man at four months' lime, wc having 
remaining by us a great quantity of coin. 2 

Bombay to Surat, 21st October 1677 : The Company sent out a 
small parcel of Bnrhary copper m cakes for a trial. This cost them 
but £3 10s. tlic cwt. whereas the other cost them £6 1 Op the cwt. 
This wc have sold foi Its. 121 the Suiat man which is 32 per cent 
more in proportion than tlic other is sold for, and we could dispose of 
a good quantity yearly. 5 

Bombay to Surat, 11th November 1677 : The plates of fine Barbary 
eoppei we did take ashore and have coined most of them not 
finding vciy visible difference between that and the Swedish. We 
have nine plates left of it which wc shall send up by the liist safe 
conveyance. Tlus will scivc for a trial so well as tlic whole parcel 1 

The following extract from Ihe Bombay goncml letter to the Com- 
pany of 29th December 1686 shows that the question of lowoiing the 
standard had come up when the Company were m difficulties : All 
sorts of pi ovifoons are very dear occasioned by the wai with tlic Moghal, 
Sambhap "Raja, and the Portuguese, all their forces being quartered in 
our neighbourhood, so that the poor soldiers can hardly live on their 
pay. If any alteration bo made in the coin to lessen it, they will 
infallibly staivc or cause some distraction ; so hope your Hononis will 
he pleased to let the money pass as it now does till provisions grow 
cheaper.'' 

The Company’ .s financial difficulties of this time arc further illustrated 


Chapter III. 

Capital 

Com.in**, 

1077 


t ilu of Copper. 
1077. 


Supply of 
Europe Ooppu, 
10/7. 


liniliiuv Coppi’i, 
1G77. 


Cuiiency 

llilliciiUii’i, 

ll.Hb. 


1 See. Out. L. B 4 of 1677-1087, 10*41 Forrest’s Homo Suiios, I 131 
* Bombay In Suiat 21st Oct. Iu77, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1G77-1G87, 09- Foi rest’s 
Homo Senes, J. 109 

' ’ Six Out. L. B 4 of 1G77-1G&7, 5*1. Forest's Home Series, I. 130. 

> Bomlnj to Sm at lltli Nm. 3077, See Out I, H. 4 of 1077 1G87, G2 
"■ Bomb ij to Coiii I UOtli Die lOSO. S-e Out, I< 15. I of 1077 10S7, 42. FuiiM's 
lfuini Nile*. I H‘1, 
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by ilie following letter fiom Hie Deputy (ioiemru Mi. J. AYybomu 
and Council to the Sinai Geneial and Conned, datnl Bombay 28th 
Juh IfiSG: Foi the lull ion diow on us foi 10,000 Amangzeb 
uipccs, a*- no such uipccs weie procurable hcic, they would accept of 
nothing but lnll«- foi Suiai. Your oidcih 1 icing positise that we should 
make punctual payment we could not ictuin tlie bill , foi . 1 *. topi irate 
meicbants it is e L tccmccl a failure ■when then bill*- aie pioteHcd ; to it 
would be the greater m people of higher rapacities. A Ye liavc continu- 
ally made it our biiMiic=-. to iai c e what money possible and should hate 
< -ent c omc by the Fnuli'on and Chmn ilwihunt had thcic been coni', 
piopci foi Sin.it. Tlicic was not then in ical cash Xeraphiiih 10 t <i00, 
about spvcn-eighths wlicicof was in Xf., laiis, ihir/nm-, and bujiuks, 
upon which tlicic would lu\e been a vast loss. The lolucco, oil, and 
amok icuts, with the llomliaj and Mazgaon coolcne«, aecoidmgto 
youi contracts aie payable m luijritks. Tins is ahno-l half the leienne 
and ahoic thiee-fomths paitoClhcothei half i- gene Tally paul 111 nhci. 
So tint we cannot icccne one-sixth of the gold you aie pleased to 
suggest. AA'c have lemitted to Surat and paid upon that account 
lip w aids or Xs 00,000, besides icpainng the King’s fngntcs supplying 
them with ncecs-nrics and otlici incident ehaigcs Considciing no 
customs will lie paid during the monsoon, we shall be much straightened 
ourcelvc- 1 

Tlie following extracts continue the histoiy of the Bombay mint 
coinage ■ Panigraph H of the Com t’s lot lor of 0th Jlarch 1?05 is a 
lcpelition of foimci ordeis for settling a mint at Bombay - 

No bullion 01 coins to he changed or meddled with at all without an 
01 dei of Council ' 

Com t to Bombay, 27th Match 1713: AYe expect you encouiagc om 
own mint at Bombay by coming rupees thcic of the =ame weight and. 
fineness with tho«e at Sural, 01 \cry near it If you make them finei, 
we shall lose by it and tlmrcfoie von must ho leiycaicful to pi event 
it If coai soi, they will got an ill chai actor and veij likely it one or 
twopei cent woise, they will be undervalued to llnoe or fom per 
cent Theiefoie the}’ should be of tlie same (fineness) , and though at 
fust the sin offs ma}’ endeavour to decry them, yet m time theiupees 
will let neve and aftei waids picsei vc their loputation, as expeiicnce tells 
us those have which wcie coined at Madras. 4 

Coml of Duectois’ letter, 27tli Mai ch 1713, paragraph 67 • All 
goods aie to he sold for mpecs. Such lents on the island as aie on 
farm may ho paid in Xciaplnns if rupees cannot he got. 5 

An entiy made in the Suiat Factory Diaiy 011 the -jth Septem- 
ber 1719 luns Received a letter ut the 2dfch ultimo fiom Mi. 


1 Sue. Out L B 4 of 1G77-1GS7, 3 
: Comp of Standing Ord Vol 1 of 1713-1721, 143 

5 Court’ll Let 21th Mar 1710 para, 89, Comp of Stand. Ord Vol Inf 1713- 1721, IIS 
4 Court to Bombay 27th Mar 1713 pnr.i 70, Comp of Stand Onl Vnl 1, 171.1-1721, 112 
* Court to Bomba.} 27th Mai 1713 pira 07, Comp of Slimline Ord Vol 1 of 
1713 1721, 111 
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Waters by the President's order directing us to .send down twenty 
money eis to be employed in the mint at Bombay. 1 

The Sin at Factory Diary of the 00th Octobci 1710 recoid.s Our 
shroffs being directed to inquire what discounter valau is allowed on 
Bombay rupees among the shroffs, report that the discount is at 10 
per cent or theieabouts in passing them in small paiccls and moie 
in the case of a large payment Upon this we proposed to our 
biokers that they should lake the Bombay rupees at. that price 
oi to allow them the real exchange as they shall bond fide be cir- 
culated by them in payments These pioposnls, though we liaic 
used man}' woids, they will not hearken to, alleging their desiic 
to have the rupees changed for Surat rupees because they must 
apply them to pay off then* debts to the shrofls who \\ ill demand a 
greater discount. In fine wc agiecd to let our biokcis have 
Rs. 4-1,000 at 11 per cent vntdu rebate to be chaiged to their account 
the oth November. As this was the best ag» cement wo could possi- 
bly conclude, we hope for the future the President and Council of 
Bombay will take this matter into consideration and settle the 
payment of rupees in such a manner ns to ficc ns fioin uneasy and 
vexatious squabbles with the brokers. 2 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd May 1724 : The Piesidcnt 
lcpicMjnts to the Bonid that there is about Its *10,000 of tin pice on 
the island ; that he finds Its 20,000 sufficient to answer the occasions 
fheieon j so that tlicic remains continually in the tieasuvy fiom 
Es. 15,000 to B«- 20,000 dead stock. lie theicfoic offers it as his 
opinion for the iuteicst of our Honourable Masters that it he inn doun 
into bars convenient foi sale. Winch being debated and considered 
that the late at which the piec is now current is about Bs, 10 the 
Smnt mail, the uinnmg of them dawn will be a seeming though no 
leal loss to oui Ilonouiablc Employers. Ancl wheicas m all piobainlity 
that commodity will lie at a higher rate the next season than it lias been 
fur some ycais past, it is the unanimous opinion of the boaid that such 
quantity of the said picc as shall be found unnecessary be run down into 
proper bars for sale, which is licieby ducclecl to lie done 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9tli July I72S • The President 
obseivcs to the Boaid that, tlnough our tin dugdnis being made euircnt 
in the Poituguese couniiy, theic lias been lately a considerable decrease 
in the Bank gam on the monthly exchange of them. But as a con- 
lemency will licieby oJfci of gelling (nd) of a good quantity of those 
dugdnis , and still inoie so by lowciing their value, whereby we may 
intioduce the pa^iug-curient of the copper goz wc have received from 
Persia at seventy-two to the rupee. As the Pei sian goz will then yield 
about 30 per cent piofit this will he more than equivalent to the loss 
that will accrue by lowonng the value of the former dugdnis. 
Besides wc may expect on them the like gain by exchange as was 
befoie made by the other. Which being agreed to as the President 


1 Suiat F.ict Duirv Cll of 1719-20. 5 Kuial Fact. Bury Oil of 1719-20. 

1 Horn Go\. Consultation 22ml May 172J, Puli. Daily 2 of 172-1, G8. Foirc<-t\ Home 
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<-]).i]l lind jnO'.l convenient, it is. ouloicd lli.it (he w ai ohouse-keopei i-sue 
out to (In' Rink what eoppci «ali.ill he thought necc-saiy foi that u-o 
to lie stamj>l anew at 1?*. 201 the Surat wan 1 

Uomhaj C5o\ eminent Conciliation, 7th Deeemhci 1731 ■ "Whcicas 
a conctlei.ible quantity of sihei i upee- of diflcient com 1 ’ anti alloy- aie 
biought to this island fiom the inland pi ounces of a urine nifciioi to 
the slandaul of Bombay and Smut uipee- ; and seeing that the same aie 
bought up by the slirofts and other people at an umea'-dnable ill-count 
ami pas«ed by them m payment foi goods and mm chandi-c bought at a 
les- discount and sometime- at pal , to the great picjiulicu and discouiage- 
mcnlof fiade in general Fmtlier as this pci melons piaetice has been 
eai i ted on \v ltli impunity, notwithstanding a publication issued by mdei 
bl this Boaid niulei date 14th Febmaiy 1720, it is agieed that (lie 
following publication i—uc enfoicing the ob*eivnnce of mu iminci 
mdei AH pei-ons w hate\ ei inliilnlants of this idaml who lu\e in 
tlieii pos<os-i-in any nuinhci of uipee- nlnvu ten of any coin m alloy 
nllu*i than tlio-o id Smat and Bo’nbai, shall in ten d.ijs aftei 
the i-cuing of the -awl publication bung the -aid lupccs to the 
iroiioiii able Companj J s mint wlieie due attendance shall be given 
to loeeivo and exchange them for then leal Milne, di-counting only one 
jiei cent foi then le-comagc All pei-ons not duly obseivmg this om 
publication shall foi Ceil all «ucli sum oi sums of foimgn uipee- as -lull 
lie found in thou cu-lody ten days after the issuing llicieof, one-thud to 
be paid to the mfoimci and two-thuds to the llonouiable Comp.im lint 
all -tinngcis who shall bnng the said foieign mpee- Inthei and aie not 
willing to exchange the s a mo in the mint, hut ile-ue to export them 
again, -hall m tliioe days aftei then mmal dcelaie to the custom 
ma-tei foi the time being the quantity they dc-ne loexpoit. Fmalh it 
i- exjire— ly piohiluled that any mpecs lmt those of Smat m Bombay 
►hall lie tundra ed oi iccen e<l m jiaymcnt asmuent comundci the penalty 
of foifeitmc to he inclined by the tundra ci oi ictcnui. Uircoli’d 
that a publication to the tcnoui of this icsolulion Ik.* immediately 
s-snud m the "Engli-h Poilugucsc and O untu languages, and that it Ik* 
added that piopci poisons aie appointed at the land pay office to 
exchange -il\ ei mpecs foi pice at the rale oi. 80 pice foi a uipee 5 
Piombij (Jo\ ci nmenl Consultation, 2 1th Reeemlici 173(1 The Pie-i- 
denl lav- liefoie the ]3oaul a list of the puces which the undoitsifcois of 
the mint do agiee to gne foi -until j poilsof sil\er licieaflci mentioned 
These lales it i- oljsei veil aie something moie than the silvci pioduce- by 
the -e\eial c«=ax - made m JJngland The uniloilakci- of the mint being 
called in and dcelaimg then con-ont to give the undei mentioned pi lees 
loi the -exeuil &oit- of silver coined by them it i= amnilmgly 
agiecil that the established i ales foi all sdvci coined in the mint he as 
follows. 


■llom Gn\ Con.uHntion Otli .Tub 17-S.JHili Pun 3 of 1727-2S, ISO-151. 

~ I>om Gov Consnltatmii 7tli Dee 1733, l’nli ir\ 5 or I 73 J 33, 27.~>-27h 
15r>in Go\ L'nntnltiitiiin 21Ui l>ci. 1730, Till* Piai\ y of 1730, 011 513 
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Two t cai p later (1738) ilic following statement wa«. piepmed of 
the produce of silvei accoiding to n«=say reports made before the 
llon’blc John Home Esquitc, Gcneial and Governor and t.lic TIonotmible 
Council, residing on Bombay for the affairs of the Biilisli Nation 1 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 23id December 1738: The 
species of foreign silver cbielly brought into our mint for the Honour- 
able Company n .10 Mexico and pillar dollars, the quantity of other 
sorts being vei y inconsiderable ; and of those only ive pciceivo assays 
have boon made at the Tower. The Mexico is tlicic said to come ont 
hy four trials of dilfcicnt soils in an aveiage 2‘625 mites woisc than 
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* Rom Gov. Con.ult.ition 17 th Fob 1738 , Public Diaiy 11 of 1737 - 38 , 40 . The 
liua ogly pines uscil in this statement relate to the old system of assaying metals This 
system was based on tables compiled hy the gieat fcn Isaac Newton in 1717 . Newton’s 
stem i imlinniil muse as Idle as 181 G, when ilic auangement now m vogue in all Butisli 
mini; was inltoduecd. _ The tables widri Newton’s plan consisted of the slandaiil better 
and woi-plliaii the lliilisli standard Better was uiilton B. or In. and worse waswutten 
\V. in wo and st.indaid fully. Oh stood foi obsolete and y. for the Homan miincial one 
(il Owl means pennyweight. The sip ci weight was the oidmaiy Iroy-wciglil. Di. 
fu-iaini DaCunlia. 
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slandaid, and tlie Pillar, dated in the year 172S, is found to he exactly 
English standard, and that dated m 1729 a J dwt. hettei than standard 
English 1 * 111 

Couit to Bomliay, 5th February 1711: Eoi our satisfaction thc- 
assay mastei must lepoit to you m writing that he hath duly assayed 
every paieel of mpees and acquaint you whether oi not they come up 
to the standard in fineness and weight. lie must entei the same upon 
Consultation, and, as is the custom at Foil St Geoige, one of the- 
Council must diaw live rupees promiscuously out of each month's 
coinage, and seal them up immediately with his own seal, which must 
he transmitted to us m the packet 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7tli Fehmary 1741 . The piesent 
local scarcity of copper having induced the people fiom the neighbour- 
ing countries to convey away the pice made of that metal, it is 
proposed to com a paieel of tulcnague pice to he of such a weight as 
to icseive a piofit to our Honourable Maslcis of 20 per cent This is 
agreed to and oideied that the mint mastei do out of hand coin to the- 
amount of Rs. 20U0 5 

' Bombay Government Consultation, 12th June 17 11 : In consequence- 
of the aliore oidei parsed foi coming tutenaguc picc the 7th February 
last 1741 the Piesidenl liad piucliased fiom Rupji Dlianji Smat 
mans 227 and sers 20 at Ks. 7 V the man , which amounted to 
Its 1707-1-88 and pioduced Rs 2207-2-0, and fiom the same poison 
auothei paieel of 500 at Rs 6-2-50 the man. But as these weic not 
sufficient foi the cunent seivicc of the place he had pioemed a further 
quantity of 500 Suiat mans at the like rate fiom Kliaiscdji, W’lnch 
living the cheapest l.rtes that commodity could lie pm chased upon, 
the Boaid approves ilieieof. Tlie account pioduee of the two last 
paicels cannot he a^cer tamed as tlie mint xicoiile have not as yet coined 
the same 1 

Couit to Bombay, lltli Maich 1742 In ease the inhabitants aie- 
thoroughly satisfied with the tutenaguc pice coined (1741) on a 
seal city of that specie, it is well, otliciwisc lcmorc all uneasiness by 
calling them in. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 30tli July 174] Considering 
the means of disposal of the copper goz consigned on the Pewlnolte, 
it is ob'ened that at the time we mote foi this article, the island was 
destitute of a sufficiency of small com foi the cunency and case of 
tlie poorer soit of people Though tins has since been remedied by the 
expedient of coming tutenaguc into pice, which is found to answei 
tolciably, and wcie we even to appropriate the go/, to the ]nupose we 
ongmally intended them, they would, it is appichended, he soon con- 
vcyed away, coppci being now T somewhat m demand It is therefoic- 


1 Bom Gov Consultation 23nl Doc 1733, Pub Diary 11 of 1737-38, 354 
5 Court to Bombay 5th Till 1741 para 103, Comp of htandmeOrd. Vol 1,1715-1721 
ISO. 3 Pub Diary 11 of 1740 11, G8 

* Bom Go\ Consultation 12th June 1741, Pub Diarj 14 of 1740-11, 224-235 
- Court to Bombay 11th Mar. 1742 para 75, Tub. Dtp Court’s Let. Vol 3 of 1742- 

1 11 
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tigiced that we dispose o£ them at public auction on Friday seven- 
• night. 1 

Bombay Government Diaiy, llli February 1712 : As the gentlemen 
at Tclliclicriy have lequesled a supply of copper pice, the Board 
esteem it pi ope r to receive about 300 Surat mans to comply with 
the Tollichciiy loquest as well as to meet the other services at this 
place. 2 * 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd February 1712: In our 
Cnncultatinn of the 4lh instant (February 1712) a quanlit}' of copper 
was ie e erved for coining into picc £oi the service of this place and 
Tel lichen v. 'L’he mint people have coined a pice of the size and 
weight of pennyweights 1 and grams 2-j— each pice. According to this 
compulation allowing for charges a man of copper will produce : 

2900 pice of penny w eighth -1 and giams 2^ as. q. r lis. q r. 
cacli. that i>. at SO picc to Uic uipec ... 3t> 1 0 

Deduct : 

(1) Labour ... . . ... 3 1 0 

(2) m Imi mug ... ... 1 0 0 

(") t'liauoal, Ivv'tn line, aiul stamping ..100 
(() Mint uiuki lalici s .. ... 0 2 0 

Total cliaigcs . 5 3 0 
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Copper Picc 
Coined, 
1742, 


Pioducc'. clc.n ... 30 2 0 

This compared with the price which the article of copper now bears, 
loaves a gain of 2(j \ per cent to our Honouiablo Ma^tcis. It is 
Iheiefoic dnected the paicc! be out of hand coined according to the 
above calculate.' 5 

The Suiat Factory Diary of 174*2 contains the following account 
of. the net produce of 100 ounces of the following species of silver in 
Bombay Mint 5 . 

iSm.i or old Mc\ico dollar* dated to they eat 172G, n r. 

100 mini ci liniv pi educe-, cleai of nnnt chaiges . 244 3 Hi 
Ditto oi new Mexico dull.u* dated ‘■nice that year, 
ditto .. ... . . 213 2 28 

T.uiitiiia oi old lbllai dollai-s dated to the ycai 
1725, ditto ... ... . .. 247 1 39 

Ditto oi new Pillar dollais dated since that yeni, , 

ditto ... ... ... .. 24t 1 39 

Gciiii.in ciounc, ditto ... ... ... 232 2 41 

Manlianor duccntooim, ditto ... ... 249 2 20 

Vacaia oi Lvon doll.u ditto ... ... 195 1 41 

Zcllottas ditto ... ... ... 1 II 0 0 

Bombay Go\ eminent Consultation, lOlb May 1742 : There lieing TntdiiKnc Picc, 
a uunt of pice for the use of the island and a quantity of tulenague l7i >. 

remaining m w.nehoiwc, dii'ectcd it be delivered for that puipo'e to 
1 o coined.' 


1 ?. i'ii (u.\ C»«-i*lt ’lion 30iU July 1741, Pub Dnrv U of] 710-11, 274. 

• 15i.ii D.-uv !th IVl. 1742. Pull. Diary 15 of 174142, 75. 

*Bun (Inv. CVim’M’Ii.'h 22ii>1 IVi 1742, Pub. Dwy 15 of 1711-42, 112-115 

4 Sr.r'i l' 1 i.D.irr Mi’ - . 1712 Vol.5of 1740- 1742, 145 rorre't’s HoukSmi 1 I. 271, 

s 11 ... i.i. Con«-ilUt>i H‘.h M.iy 1712, full Diiry 15 of 1711-12, 21*5. 



BOM RAT TOWN 


lilistoucal 


21 r, 


Chapter III. 
Capital. 


Loss from 
MnrUliii Coins 
IT 13 


Addition 1 : to 
tire Mint, 
174ri 


False Tutenaguc 
Coins, 

1748. 


‘Bombaj' Government Consultation, 21st Jammy 1713' Gioat 
quantities of pice of much less \ aluc than our own being hi ought 
fciom tlic Mardtlia dominions, b}' passing m payments on this island 
piejudicc the Ilonouiahle Company, smcc lmt foi them a laigiu 
quantity yielding piofit of"abont 30 per cent would have been coined 
As to dnectly prohibit the nnpoitation of these pices may give disgust to 
oui neighbonis, it is pioposcd that no piec hut those coined m oni mint 
be received into tlic tieasury. This proposition as it is calculated to have 
the desued effect, is agiood to 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 11th Fcbruaiy 17 13 The 
lesolution we came to in Consultation the 21st ultimo (Jammy 1713) 
for pi eventing the euuency of all such pice as ueie not coined by the 
Honourable Company, has had the intended effect But as *-ome 
mei chants have quantities of foicign tutenaguc pice which will not 
pass now, they piopose le-coining them if attended with no moie 
expense than mini, cbaigcs This icqiiest, as the duty of coinage w ill 
lie incoiisideiahlo, is granted 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th Fcbiuaiy 1743: Dncctcd 
a pui chase be made of aOO minis tutenaguc foi coming into pice, 
they being much w anted at piesent 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th March 1743 • In the above 
Consultation of the 26th ultimo (Fcbiuaiy 1743) a puicliase was 
oidcied to be made of 500 mans tutenaguc for coining into pice, 
and Riighoji a Banian haling offeicd that quantity at the price it had 
lately licen sold foi of Rs 8 V the man, it is agieed that it be accepted 
and that the amount be paid out of the treasury foi it at that xate 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23id April 1745 Upon inspect- 
ing the mmt it is found neceasaiy in oidei to make a bettoi despatch 
that anothei pait of it lie coveicd and moie chimneys added Fuilhoi 
as pait of the old loof is so low that it often takes fuo, it is con- 
venient that it he raised and a new' loof made upon the old wall and 
compound wall. This is agieed to and the land paymastei dneeied to 
give oideis that the necessary additions and lepans he made with the 
utmost fiugahty 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23id Fcbiuaiy 1748: It bcina 
found that a considerable quantity of false tutenaguc pice made on this 
island aic daily passed in payment to the piejudicc of the inhabitants 
particularly of the_pooiest Fort, it is lesolvcd that a publication be made 
loquiiing all poisons w’ho may lie possessed of such pice to bung them 
to the Honourable Company's mint within fifteen days At the mint 
they w ill he taken on the Honourable Company's account accoiding to 
the value of the metal and he paid foi out of tlic ticasuiy accradmgly. 
Fuither, aftei the expnation of those fifteen days, if anypeisonor 


1 Bom Gov. Consultation 21st Jnn. 1743, Puli Diarj 10 of 1743, If* 

- Bom Gov Consultation lltli Fob 1743, Full Dnr> 1C of 1713, JS 

3 Bom Gov Diutj 26tli Tub. 1743, Pub Diary 1C of 171.1, 37 

1 Bom. Go\ Consultation 8lli Mar 1743, Pub Pm, 1G of 174 1, (.3 

s limn fio\ . Consultation 2’nl April 1743, Puli Pi ir\ is of 174 I I 15-’ 
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persons shall attempt to pass such false pice in payment or be found 
possessed of any such, the same mil he forfeited, half to the informer 
and the other half as this Board shall thmk icasouable. 1 

The same Consultation continues : It being considered on this oc- 
casion that pice made of copper fiom a good die which can be cut m 
a neat manner by a European licie, would be less liable to counter- 
feit by these country people than the pice that have heretofore been 
coined on this-island, it is agreed that 220 Surat mans of the old copper 
received by the Drake ketch be delivered to the mint for being coined 
into pice valuing it at Rs. 2 8-1 -01 the Surat man This exclusive 
of the chnige of coinage will yield a profit of 20 130 per cent to the 
llonouiable Company as appears by the following calculation 

The net pioduco of a Sm;at man of Persia old copper 
" enmed m pice of 20 vrils or pennyweights 3 and gi.uns 
17 3~i, allowing the Bombay' tola to bo dwt. 7 anti 
grams 10 10, lbs 37 333 nvondiipois aie pounds 
tiny of oz 14 dwt 11 andgiams IS 5 each, lbs 45 os 4 
dwt 8 and gn 2 00, or, at vats 1571 ’2 the pound, 
valx G8G.j 8‘1, aie pice, of 20 nils each, 2932 9, at R0 R->. q. 1 , 

pice the rupee ... ... ... .. . . «r’G 2 04 

Deduct Jfinf Changes - 

Loss m liielt'ng tiers 3*33 the man and valuing tho im a. r. 

copper at Bs 21 tlie man ( ... 1 2 25 

C!haicnal,b?rpJf melting and stumping .. 1 3 75 

The peopled l.ihoiu . ... .430 

Total Charges ... 8 1 0 
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1 Pi oduces clear ... 23 1 G4 

As old copper is sold by the man of 42 sers, the mint managers 
expect the same allowance for dirt and iron usually mixed with the 
pots. The present piice of copper is Rs. 22 j so that the Honomablc 
Company mil gam by this coinage 29 136 per cent. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th April 1748 : As the Honour- 
able Company have lately been sufferers m the custom house at Mdhim 
by receiving bad pice as specified in the account custom for the month 
of Fobiuaiy' last (1748) for want of a shroff in that office, the custom 
master is ordered to entertain a proper person for that business at the 
rate of Rs. G a month. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th Mai eh 1718 : Seeing 
that the piescnt undertakers of the mint continue their base practice 
of having a laige sum constantly in the sweeps to the Honourable Com- 
pany's detriment, and as fiom indolence or incapacity they arc not able 
to com the silver In ought hither unless assisted fiom the treasuiy oi 
by meichanls with large transfer bills, it is therefore proposed to give 
the management to Rnnclibodsot Lakhmansct, Rngkusct Bhimset, and 
Ranclihodi-ct Tumbakset of fair characters and capable of the business, 
v lio ha\ e also a set of able assistants. But as neither these nor any other 
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M3om Gov Consultation 23nl Fob 1748, Pub Diary 21 oE 1748, G9 
- Mi Laurence Sulivan Mint Maker's Report .mil Horn Gov. Consultation 23rd 
Feb 1748, Fob Pimy 21 of 1748, 01 . 70 

1 Rom Goa Dnif 19th Apnl 171*, l\,h Diaiv 21 of IT!*, 134 
1- Is!— -Jo 
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goldsmiths in Bombay can gi\clhc neccssaiy security, the following 
logiilalions Mill obviate the difficulty by leaving them no jmwei to 
duh.iud the Honourable Company oi the mci chants Tlie mint mallei 
to lme an Englishman ns his deputy who mil lie constantly m the 
mint when no siher can be earned in or out without bis knowledge; 
this person to be paid by the President and mint master. The 
mint to lie seemed with locks One key to be kept by the managcis 
the other bv the mint master , and nc\ ei to be opened m shut 
but he 01 his deputy aie jnetcnt. All bullion to lie tamed every 
evening from the mint to tlie Fort and deposited m a chest under 
the joint charge oE the mint nvastei and managers. Tlie dies in like 
mnnnci to be earned thither every night. All icceipts of c ilvei into 
the mint and payments fiom thence to lx? leported as usual to the 
mint master mid also undoi signed by his deputy. That, the rupees may 
Ik? kept up to thou one fineness, it will be the mint master’s care 
that tlie rupees are frequently assayed As these methods duly 
obsened will certainly prevent embezzlements, which answer the 
intent of any security that can be ghen, the Board unanimously 
agices thereto The new undertnkeis being accoidingly called in, 
weie made acquainted therewith , who assenting to the came, the teims 
of the contract to be cnlcied into with them wcie explained to them as 
follows That the following rates of sil\ei contained in Consultation 
the 26th June 1721 bo allowed • 


100 o»« 

tioy weight of TiHar dollars, old .. 

tl« 

218 

q r 

O 18 

100 

do 

Mexico old 

210 

.0 32* 

100 

do. 

Dnccntoous 

230 

3 O 

100 

do 

Trench crowns 

2-15 

1 11 

100 

do 

Old Soi die dollars 

210 

0 61 

10.1 

do 

Cnwadoes 

211 

0 08 

100 

«lo. 

Peru 

230 

1 31 

10) 

do 

Lyon dollars . . 

103 

0 66 

100 

do 

Herman crow .. 

2.12 

2 17 


All otlvei soils of silvei to be adjusted agreeable to then real value 
That they have always in store wood, ashes, chucoal, tamaund, caithon 
utensils sufficient to dispatch the coinage of 12 lakhs of lupees; and 
if the mint business stops for want of any of these ai tides, they shall 
forfeit such a sum as the Governoi and Council shall direct, piovidcd 
they aie not impeded by war or other unavoidable accidents in the 
unpoitution. The rupee to be an exact tola in weight or dwt 7 and 
grains 11 and in fineness 1 dwt. bettei tliau English staudaid. 
As the mint mastei can employ . . , woikmcn, the undci takers shall 
piocmc and be assisted to piocure this number When completed the 
undcitakeis shall he obliged to keep the woikmcn m constant pay 
and shall not discliaige them If they arc pioved to disohaige work- 
men the undertaken sliall be subject to such penalty as the Governoi 
and Council may judge nccessaiy to inflict Unless presented by 
sickness tlie manageis and tlieir assistants lie obliged to gn e constant 
attendance in the mrafc during the time that sihei dwells thoic, oi 
toifeit then contract. That thoic may be no sw eeps in the mint, the 
inauageis shall upon the fii=t coinage delivei in a calculate of wlwt 
thev find will i cmain m a kikh of rupees oi a less sum Jf on tiul 
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this calculate is found just they shall agree to a time for payment, and 
if the managers exceed this time, interest must he allowed by them So 
long as tlie^e undertakers obseive the terms of their contract, the Gov- 
ernment and Council engage that the management be continued to- 
tliem or either of them. As tlieie will be no sweeps and as the under- 
takers will be obliged to keep a number of workmen in pav, the Honour- 
able Company agree to allow them to have lead fiom thcirstoies at the 
same rate as the former- mint undertakers, which is Its. 6 the y aim 
man, the undertakers, after tlie fust coinage, deliveiing a calculate of 
wliat lead a liikh of rupees may inquire. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th .Tune 1749 : Tlieie being 
a scai city of single pice upon the island and the Ilonouiable Company 
having about 75 Suiat mans of copper in waiehousc, it is agreed 
that Hie same be coined into pice as soon as possible, and valued at 
the rate of Bs. 26 the Surat man exclusive of mint charges ; and 
the warehouse-keeper is duectcd to deliver the copiier into the mint 
accordingly. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th March 1751 • Being in 
want of gold to send to Kfirwiir to pay for the jieppei contracted for 
at that place it is agreed that a letter be wntten to tlic Chief and 
Factois at Suiat dnccting them to purchase from 10,U00 to 15,600 
Venetians on the most reasonable terms they can and to send them 
down hither by the first proper conveyance. 3 

Kcferimg to the abovo a Consultation, tho 5th Apnl 175], records : 
Hie Chief and Factors at Suiat could not puichase any quantity of 
Venetians to send down by those vessels at a reasonable late, as since 
the arrival of our orders for providing them the pi ice of Venetians has 
risen fiom Rs. 4] to Bs. 4 T r ~-. At the same time by pui chasing them 
in small paiccls they hope to get the whole quantity icady by tlic next 
conveyance. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29tli October 1751 : The Pre- 
sident acquaints the Board that some people are very desnous of 
coming copper pice stamping them in our mint. As this will in- 
ciease the Honourable Company's lovcnucs and be a means of laising 
the puce of copper (which is now a falling commodity), this proposal 
is assented to. 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19tli February 1754: Read 
a letter fiom Mi. John Spencer, mint master, setting forth that the 
island is in great want of pice, but that the present vciy high 
price of copper would make them turn out to the disadvantage of 
the Honourable Company, were they to be made of that article 
That tutonague is now cheaper than it has been for many yeais past, 
and that one thousand or fifteen hundred Surat mans will supply the 


'Bom Gov Consultation 2fiUi Mar. 1748. Pub Diary 21 of 1718,109-11 b. 
Diaiy 2 of 1721, 83. 

- Bom Go\ Consultation 13th .Tune 1749, Pub Diary 22 of 1749, 181. 

3 Bom. Gov. Conbultatiun 2Gtli Mai . 1731, Pub. Diaiy 21 of 1751, 102 
* Boin. Go,\. Consultation utli Apnl 1751, L’ub, Diaiy 21 of 1751, 119 1 
5 Bom. Gov. Consultation 29tli Oct. 1751, Puli Diaiv 21 of 1711, 3155. 
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necessity of the place Hc-oh cd that this quantity he purchased 
on the most reasonable terms, nntl ns we me persuaded it mil be 
foi the Honouiable Compnnj's advantage to mnkc it on thur own 
account allowing the winters something foi their tiouble, dnccted 
that oulers be issued to the mint master accordingly. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd Felnnmy 1751 : Being 
in want of tutenngue foi coining pice ns resolved m last Consul- 
tation, and a parcel offering at Its. 7$ tho man the cun cut pi ice in 
the town, lesolvcd to accept it. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd August 1757 : The 
pooler soit of inhabitants complaining ol the want of small 
currency, agioed that the mint master be oidcied to get the value 
of Rs 10,000 coined in half and quni tci pice 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 15th July 1 700 ■ The mint 
master lcpic&cnting that the Ilukcii lupecs cannot be coined into 
rupees hut must lie coined into Bombay lupces, they arc oidcied 
to be coined accordingly.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 30lli July 1705 - The great 
scarcity of silver which lias pi evaded for a considerable tune on 
tho island being attended with many inconveniences and pioving a 
very great prejudice to the trade oE the plncc, the establishing ol a 
gold cuiicncy lias been thought of. The nnntcrs lin\ ing delivered 
m a calculate of a gold currency, tho .same is ordcicd to follow 
this Consultation, and to bo sent lound to tlic several members for 
tlicir inspection before next meeting. 3 

Winters’ calculate of Venetians to be made into new coins for 
Bombay currency, in fineness 2 vuls alloy the tola of Venetian gold. 
The Venetians 100 full weight nt Rs 4 A each is Rs. 450, nnincly • 


Vcnclinns 100 nt 12 1 als cncli is viilt 1200, nt 10 the toln it. 
Alloj nt 2 rills the toln 


Tolls 1 il» 


Tins at lOerifctho toln is ti Sfs 12G0, nt nth 10 nntl nee 10 foi eath 
piece nf gold it piccct 118 and nee 20 
Tint at ils -1 the picco it 
Deduct coinage charges 


Deduct coinage duty at 21 per cent 


Net 


namely 


Venetians 100 nt 12 tills each ib tiffs 1200, nt 40 the toln it 
Alloy nt 2 idh the toln 


* ■ 

30 0 

■ * 

-1 20 


31 20 

10 foi cncli 

u« 

•I r. 

172 

2 O 

10 

3 83 

101 

2 15 

11 

2 15 

130 

0 0 

IS 

Rs, 451 

TuI is V'tl 

■ ■■ 

30 0 

• •• 

1 20 


31 20 


1 Bom Gov. Conenltntion 19lh Teb 17 r .l, Pub Dinrj 27 of 1731, f>3 
’ Pom Got. Consultation 22nd Fib. 1751, Pub. Iliaiy 27 of 1731, 70 71 
Bom Got Consultation 2nd Aug 1737, Pub Piaiv 111 ol 17.'7, 2e‘.» 

, "" m Got Diary 17th Julj 1701., I’uli Dmj 10 „f 1700, (2' 

“cm Got Consultnlion 30lh July 17G\ Till. Jij.m 13 ol !7b3, 17b. 
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Tliis at 40 r als tlio tola is 1200, at t tills 10 and rice 7? 

(so called) on each piece is pieces 115) and neo 123} at ns< n. r. 

Hs 4 tho piece ... ... ‘179 0 33 

Deduct coinage cliaTgcs ... ... ... 11 0 7o 

407 3 80 

Deduct coinage duty at 2 J poi conb ... ... H 2 80 

Not ... 430 1 0 

The Venetians 100 full weight at Rs. 4-2-50 each is 
Rs. ‘102-2-0, namely . Tor«.i.tK 

Venetians 100 at 12 vdls each is vdls 1200, at 40 vdls the tola .. 30 0 

Alloy at 2 vuls the tola ... ... . . ... 1 20 

31~ 20 

This at 40 vdls the tola is 1 200, at vals 10 uce 5\ the piece its q r 
is 121 pieces and nco 844, which at Its. 4 the piece is .. 480 0 07 

Deduct coinage chaigcs. ... * ... ... ... 11 3 21 

474 1 43 

Deduct coinage duty at 2\ per cent ... ... 11 3 43 

Not ... 402 2 0 

The minters note the following additional points. The fineness 
of a Bombay gold rupee which weighs 3 tola gold contains . pure 
gold, parts 98 , alloy, parts 2 , total 100. The above mentioned 
intended coins of gold are above three touches worse than the 
fineness of Bombay gold rupees and therefore have five touch alloy 
in 100. The Venetians must be heated before they are weighed to 
clear them from wax and dirt. As the making this intended coin 
is a new trial, we desire you will please order to be delivered to us 
300 Venetians to know whether it will turn agreeable to the above 
calculation or not, also to fix the weight of each piece. That you 
will inform us in what manner they are to be stamped If the 
above calculation is not approved, we oficr to make a gold coin 
that shall pass current for Rs. 15 and weigh 38 vdls pure gold, so 
that for 100 Venetians full weight (after having been heated) we 
shall deliver 30 gold coins amounting to Rs. 450, and stand to all 
our own charges and coinage duty. Wo also propose to make 
halves and quarters for tho greater convcnicncy of tho inhabitants 
of this place. 1 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 31st July 1 70 5 ■ Agreeable 
to yesterday’s resolution of Council the calculate of gold coins was 
seut round to the several members for their inspection, when the 
majority concurring in thinking it better to wait the arrival of the 
Moklia ships, as gold will probably then be cheaper, the same was 
determined on. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th November 17G5 : Re- 
suming the consideration of the propriety of establishing a gold 
coin to pass current on the island, it is remarked that this seems 
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1 Bmnhay Minims’ Calculate, 1705, Tub. Diaiy 45 of 17G5, 483-484. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation 31st July 17G5, Pub. Diaiy 1G of 17G5, 481, 
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the propci juncture for carrying the same into execution as gol<l is 
now veiy cheap. Kesohed theieioiu Hint a gold com to contain 
exactly tlm tv-eight vuts of puie Venetian gold be esialihsln d 
to pass cum cut ioi Its 15. This the mint master is accoidmgly 
oi deled to make, also halves and fjuni tors of the same. with the 
Uonomablc Company's .unis on one side and Hominy with the 
yeni on the othui. That tnal of this coin he made foi the 
present to the amount of 11s Gl>,00i), and, should it he found to 
aiisnci, moie may be made heieafter As fiom tiie jucsent low 
puce of gold the Honourable Company will gam cunsideiably by 
this com, it must at all times be changed at the ticasuiy whenerer 
tendered for tlut purpose. 1 

This day (8th Januaiy 17GG) a publication was issued signifying 
to the inhabitants the establishment of the gold coin and enjoining 
them to rccon o the same at Its' 15 each, and halves and quartern 
of the same. 2 

Bmnhny G os ei nrnent Consultation, 28tli ApnI37fi7 Great abuses 
havmglatelyheen expel ienced,bythepottyslnofls lefusmg to leceive 
rupees m tliu bazar, the pimcip.d mcichants and slirolfs wcic called 
upon to give their opinions what mpees should pass cuiicnt They 
declared no objections should be made to any Bombay mpees "what- 
ever, whether cinched, biokcn, chopped. \\ itli holes or othui wise, pre- 
sided that each uipcc was within one gtuij ot full weight (10U 
qnujiis making a i upec) , noi to any Mahmud Shaw and Amud 
Shaw Suiat mpees, whether bioad ones, ciackcd, or even chop- 
ped oi with holes on the runs, pionded they are not chopped 
or have holes on the facing, and are lull weight* The Secretary is 
thcicfoic directed to i=siio a publication requiring that all such 
mpees ns aic mentioned above be received and do pas= cunent at 
the full value of eighty pice the mpee 3 

Court to Bombay, 25th Apiil 1771 . The resolution you have 
taken to make the standaid ol Suiat mpees the same as the standard 
of those coined at Bombay, appears to us a stay proper mcasuie 
This may tend to put a stop to the cuiicncy of Bioacli mpees, 
the continuance of which will he highly prejudicial to the interest 
of the Company as well as to that ol pin ate mcichants. We hope 
your next advices will luionn us that the state ot j'oui cash lias 
enabled you to cauv that measure into execution. 1 

Bombay Go\ eminent Consultation, 17lh August 1770 Taking 
into consideration the proposals from the Chief and Council at Surat 
lelative to the produce ot the mint there, it is observed that the 
same exceeds that of the mint hcic, notwithstanding which, as the 
agreeing to it seems to he a ease, ot necessity, we must acquiesce, 
though even this will not lemedy the evil, theie being a mint at 


' Bom. Gov. Consultation 5th Nor 1763, Tub Diary 1." of 17G5, 707. 

- Bom Gov. Diary Stli Jan 170G, Pub Diarj 4G of 17 f>G, 25 
3 Bom. Gov Consultation 23th April 17G7, l‘ub Diary 4 S of I7G7, 20.7 
* Court to Bombay 25lh Annl 1771 para 14, l’ub Den Coort’s Letters Yol S of 
1760-1771, 237 -25S 
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Pearl the above petition fiom sundry mei chants puiying that 
the export dutj* on silver may bo taken off. Though avo admit the 
mei chants do suffei some hardship in paying the duty on then 
expoits to the MalaMr coast, yet as avc can lind no remedy lvliich 
will not admit of abuse, as undci covei of exporting money to the 
coast it might be canied to Chinn and Batavia from whence it novel 
i etui ns, it is theiefoie resolved that the duty be continued ns at 
pi escut 1 * 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 15th March 1771 : Taking into 
consuleiation mu pitscni gicat want of specie, and ob soiling that tlu* 
vast expense of the new fm tifications can ics away almost all tho money 
we can lain:, and that tlicicaie now employed theicon full li\c thousand 
men, it is ugiccd thoie be in futuic era])loyed no mmc than 2500 men 
These the Puncipal Engineer must bo dueeted to employ on such uoiks 
as aie most immediately necessary 5 

Bomlaj' Government Consultation, 19th March 1771 ■ Lettci fiom 
the Principal Engmeci to the Piesident and Council, dated Bombay 
]9th Mai eh 1771 The number to be dischmgcd agiccable to youi 
ordcis is t.no thousand and twenty-eight men; then monthly pay 
amounts to Bs 10,878-0-50. I have called together the piincipal 
oflieeis of the artificer and lalxnucis, and have got them to agree to 
receive foi the ensuing six months a paper cuncncy equal to tlic above 
amount, pionded that tluee-fourths of the said papoi cunemy shall at 
all times lie received into the Honourable Company's tieasury at interest 
the same as ca«-h " 

Bead the above letter fiom the Puncipal Engineer addressed to us m . 
consequence of oui lesolution last council-day for leducmg the number 
of workmen employed, and pioposmg a means foi continuing them by 
passing a papei cuneney. On wlueli it is ohscivod that it was not the 
meie pay of the rvoikmen that caused us to reduce them, hut as it A\as 
the occasion of a gieat reduction of expense m matenals likewise 
As m tins lespcct a papei cuuency will be attended with gieat incon- 
venience, it is agieed to confiim our foimei resolution, except m 
regai d to the rvomon and boys at pieseul employed to tho nnmbei of 
about 400, which me icpre B euted to be attended with a small expense 
The Puncipal Engincei is theiefoie permitted to retain them, and as 
we esteem this a most faA'ouiablc oppoitumly for reducing the pay of 
those whoaie still to lio employed, the paymaster is dneclcd to use 
every means m his poAvei to effect it 4 

Bomhaj' Government Consultation v 15th March 1771 • As 1 lie gentle- 
men at Suial repiescnt that the chief "iea c on of the seaicity of specie 
tlicic is owing to then mint having for some time been shut up, anil th.it 
the scarcity of specie is the i cason of the inability of mei chants to lend 
the money Are wantedand dueeted them to procure at mteicst Fuilhei 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation Otli Sept. 1778, Pub Diary 74 of 177S, CG7 Forrest’s 
Homo Bonos, II 223 

• Bom Gin Consnltrtinn l'tli 3Tnr 1771, Pnb Diarj 37 of 1771 171-172 

3 Pul. Dnrj 37 of 1771, 10B ’ 

4 Bom Goi Consultation IStli Alar 1771, Tub. Diarj 37 of 1771, 181 - 1S2 
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as wo wish to obviate the difficulties which have occasioned the Surat 
mini to be disused, and m older that every measure in our power may 
be pursued to endeavour to procure money at interest, it is resolved 
Me^is. Jervis, Stackhouse, and Taylcr bo appointed a committee to 
cm lime into tlie state of the Surat mint and how it arises that Broach 
lupccs are better than those of Surat, which the Chief and Council 
represent to be actually the case. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th Match 1771 : Read the 
report of the committee appointed to enquire into the slate of the Surat 
mint, and how it arose that Bioacli rupees wore now prcfciable to those 
of Suiat. On consideration of this lepoit and of the assay of Suiai and 
Bioacli inpces dehveicd m by the committee, and of the several direc- 
tions which have been from time to lime given, it is agreed that the 
committee’s lccommendalion that the Surat mint be opened agreeable 
to the last leims proposed by the Nabob m liis confcicncc until Messrs 
Gambler and Pervntt under the nth October last (1770) be now carried 
mlo execution. In this case we expect the standaid of the Suiat rupees 
will lie equal to tlie Bombay. This is what we meant in our letter of the 
20th October last (1770) by adding 'in other lespccts in like manner 
as practised here/ Though we agree the Bioacli rupees bo received mlo 
the bui at tieasury for the picscnt, yet as soon as a sufficient quantity 
of Surat rupees are coined on the piescnl standaid, Broach rupees aic 
then no longer to be permitted to pass cm tent. But we aic of opinion 
discount or vatnv should be settled on the Bioacli rupees winch we 
leave to the discretion of the Chief and Council (at Surat) to do in the 
most equitable manner. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6tli October 1772 : Read a letter 
from the mihtaiy paymaster with respect to tlie exchange on pice 
which is daily lining, enclosing one to lnm Ciom the Bng.idicv General 
on the subject, and icqueshng the diicctious of the Board on this head 
As by a publication in the year 1757 the exchange of silver into pice 
and vice vosa was limited to half a pice tlie rupee, and as tins if duly 
observed will effectually put a stop to the evil complained of, it is 
lcsolvcd that the publication be republished and the most punctual 
observance of it lcquiied under propel penalties. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st September 1773 : Not- 
u ithstanding the publication that was issued last j’car (October 1 7 72) 
limiting to half a picc in a rupee tlie exchange to be taken on chang- 
ing tutenague pice into silver, the exchange on changing pice for 
silvei lias risen to about 10 per cent As tins cliaigc is a great loss 
and detriment to the soldicis sepoys and labourers who aic chiefly 
paid m picc, as well us to the poor in general, the means for putting 
a stop theieto is taken into consideration. It is observed that from 
the very low price tutenague has borne for some time past and 
from the vast quantity of pice on the island we have reason to 
conclude that great numbers of pice must be made on the other 


'Bom Go\ Consultation IBth Mar 1771, Pub Diary 57 of 1771, 170* 171 
= Bom Gov. Consultation IDtli Mnr 1771, Pub. Diaiy 57 of 1771, 180. 

3 Bom Go\ Consultation Cth Oct 1772, Pub Diary G2 of 1772, 928. 
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Ii.mil’.} <«*iii nun* tit <-»n *ilt itm i, "■tl. 0 tn 1 < r 177.’? : (it**il 
imnili. I** nr pt**njil tint < up «!,iih nt'i.li* tlmt tiiti ii i p,r.. *ln not 
[i\* * « tin ml in tfii* l*i */.i i-inr* **ut pr"HMimtn>u i* .lui ’is., tin i: in 
min** Tli? • iijn’i i'(>n<.|*li inii'in w*> nr* 1 **f "[>: ni*m mil* in is f;i* it 
iu* i-.nr* 1*»* imiu^ t*» pic nn* U i*i*; ti’*i\*'i ft** n :,*i p r> hi. in 
|> ti nifiit • in'**!** t** mu tru .itry. It i- tliM<fi*rv rji. • -1 m i*nl’t t*» 
limn ill llm ninny inr*>iii* nn >ir* ii>in|*lnin* *1 nf, t’/it f *■' »m h* nr< ■ 
r«n n nnl in nil Mini-. t« mli r.'.l ut tlu Inanri on* -Jiulf will l- 
pi’pi'jiti**! in pits* (if ilfsin *1). pirn i*li *1 tin pin **> ti inli'ti *1 U ill tin* 
Company mm r»in*i*p*, .\t tin • mi* t nn<* r» • «*• ur- r ntiiii'iil 
11111111111' Mi-t ipinntit \ ur jni •• nn tin* i-l'iwl tint "ti ft imtiil >|. ii'iMt 
lifixp In i'll mini'll Miin jititi .iisly, wliicli nni-t lnuf ttirii"! nut * 
tin- iji. nt ml\iiiitn^i* of tlin**' mIih lomi.l tlu in tutinn^tn* fm n 1 
tiim pn'-t lint ill" Ik nil nt id oil ln\\ [ii ici*, in.il n- \\t iitnls r..t.iiui 
tlmt tin 1 * in ii'ptitimis piri* in*' taMlj «Iiit iiilil. 1 fnnn thn-** nf 
tin* ( 'oiniMiij , it is rc'olu *1, in unit i tn juit is *t'*p tn tins l*i nil* 
ciou-i mill uiiliiM fill jinittici' <>r I’ninus^ pin* ns || t, tn touu'iK t !*»• 
<>\il siilisislin*; l*j tin* cpmntiu tlmt inis lv**n nlu* *lj coin til* tlir.t 
nil pie* of the surieptitimis cumn^o pni-nt. .1 fm jnjniMit nt the 
tifu-niy slmll lm instnnlh cut in two mul foifi it. il to the Company. 
For this pm pose the ncccssatj liunt'-rs nn«l rlirntl’i must nttonil nt 
the ti otisuiy, m lio slinll lu niisiicinblc for the Kceipt of nnv jiicj not 


’ Ilim Cm. CnnultV'i'i 21*' h jit 1773, Put Ilmri »l of 1773, ni*- 
IMm (.n, (.if. lilt I'.s.m 2-*li '•Ij.* 1773, f.,1* 1i IW ' x s | „r i;-,, «,..* 
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coined by the Company, and the assistant to the treasurer must Chapter III- 

always be present in the treasury that no favour or affection may Capital. 

be shown to any one. As we arc convinced that the only 

effectual means of putting a stop to all these complaints regarding Discontinued^ 0 

pice is to call in those made of tutenague, and to com such a 1773 . 

quantity of copper pice as will be sufficient for the currency of the 

place, it is resolved that os soon as possible the amount of 

Rs. 20,000 of copper be coined into pice, a proportionable quantity 

of winch must be in halves and quarters When the same aic ready 

to be issued, the tutenague pice coined by the Company will be 

called in and all otlieis tendered uncuirent. 1 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12fch October 1773: Several 
petitions aie laid before the Boaid from persons concerned in carry- 
iug on the arrack and tobacco farms complaining that they suffer 
several grievances by the late ordeis regarding tutenague picc, 
which they pray may be remedied As we have reason to believe 
that their complaints proceed more from artful management 
than any real cause of grievance, it is resolved, in order effectually 
to put a stop tlici eto, that the principal arrack and tobacco farmers 
be called by the Secretary and acquainted if they think they have 
any real leason to complain that the late orders regaiding tulc- 
naguc picc have been of prejudice to their sales, that the fat-ms 
will be received back from them and put up again to sale if they 
desire to deliver them up. 8 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1 9th October 1773 : Tlic Secre- 
tary acquaints the Board that he called upon the principal arrack 
and tobacco farmers and acquainted them as ordered in our last 
Consultation , when the arrack f.irmci s consented to continue to hold 
possession of that farm as he assured them the present perplexities 
regaiding pice would be over so soon as a proper quantity of copper 
pice weic coined ; but the tobacco farmers pioposed prescuting a 
petition to the Board on the subject. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26 th October 1773 Read a 
petition from the tobacco fanners representing the loss they sus- 
tain in carrying on the farm, not only from the alteration of the 
.value of pice from 80 to 100 to a rupeec, but also by uncurrent pice. 
j ln T pon mature consideration of this, it is agreed the farmers be 
acquainted that any loss which may actually have accrued to them 
by the counterfeit pice shall be made good after the copper pice 
aie issued, on their delivering exact accounts thereof on oath. Also 
if, after the copper pice aic issued, they shall find a loss by the 
alteration fiom 80 to 100 pice for a rupee, it is further agreed 
that the farm will be received back and again put up to sale. 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th November 1773 : As 
between ten to twelve thousand rupees of copper picc are now 

1 Bom Goa. Consultation 5th Oct. 1773, Vnh Diary C4 of 1773, 673 -C74. 

«}.oin Gov. Consiillat ion 12tli Oct 1773, Pub Diaiy 01 of 1773, G<)3. 

\ lorn Goa. Consultation 19tli Oct 1773, Pub Diaiy G1 of 1773, G99-700. 

* Burn Gov Consultation 2Glh Oct. 1773, Tub Diaiy Oi of 1773, 709- 
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coined, resolved that they be issued from the tieasury on the 
first of the ensuing month of December Against that time a 
proclamation must be piepaied, noting that the same aie to pass 
cunent, and declaung all tutenaguc pice nncmient from that time 
All tutenague pice that aie of the Company’s coinage and may be 
brought into then tiea&uiy on oi before the 31st ol’ the ensuing month 
of December, will bo received on the Company’s account, and we shall 
hereaflei deteimme how to dispose of them. 1 * * * 

The Proclamation rcgaulmg pice, dated ?>0lh November 1773 
By tlio Honourable William Hornby, Esquiic — In oidci to 
lemedy the many inconveniences that nnsc from tutenague pice 
passing ament on this island, which aie principally owmg to the 
laige quantity . that have been coined siuieptitiouslj’, it lias been 
determined that a proper quantity of pice made of coppci should be 
coined, and that when the same weie icady to be issued the tutenague 
pico should no longei pa=s cunent on this Island of Bombay. In 
pursuance of this determination a piopei quantity of copper pice aie now 
icady to he issued, which aie to pass at the late of one bundled for cveiy 
silvei Bomba} lupec. It is hereby oideied and declared that from to- 
monow moiinng no tutenague piee sliall pa^s cunent m this Town oi 
Island oi Bombay, nor shall any poison or poisons be obliged to lcccive 
oi accept the same in payment from the tunc above mentioned. Such 
tutenague pice as lun e been coined by the Honourable Company m 
their mint and may be brought into their tieasury on or bclorc the last 
day of tlio ensuing month of December, will be leceivcd and paid for 
at the late of lOt) for a Bombay silver rupee, the picsent exchange 
All sueli as may be tendeied that aie not of the Company’s coinage, 
will be cut in two and forfeited to the Companj'. 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7lh Apul 1771. As we aie m 
immediate want of money, not only toi oui cunent expenses but also 
to dischaigc the bills diawn from Onor which aie now due, icsnlved 
that all the tutenague pice which have buen called in and aie now m 
the treasuiy, be Fold at public outeiy Joi the most they will letch 
The outeiy to be made by Messit, Fletcher and Gaidcn, who are now 
appointed a committee foi that puipose, and the amouiifto be paid as 
tlio pice aie taken away. 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th Apul 177 J* - The com- 
mittee appointed to soli the tutenague pice called into the tieasmy, 
lcpoit that they met for that puipose on the day appointed , but that 
notwithstanding due notice was given of the intended sale, no 
puichasois whatovci attended Oideied that they fix ou another day 
for the sale when they must endeavour to dispose of the pice 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd May 1771 • The committee 
appointed to sell the tutenague pice that had been called into the 
tieasiuy repoit to the Boaid that they again met to endeavour to 


1 Bom, Gov Conciliation 20tli Km . 1773, Puli, Diary G1 of 1773, 800 

5 Pub. Diary 01 of 1773. S14 

•Bom Gov Consultation 7tli Apul 1771, Pub Dinij (53 of 1774, 251 

'Bom Gov. Consultation IJth Apul 1771, Pub Inaij 03 of 1774, .,07 
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dispose of them ; bnt that no poison could he induced to offer more for 
them than Rs. 3-10-0 the Surat man. This being so very low they 
did not think themselves authorized to sell them at such a late. The 
great scarcity of money was assigned as the reason for this very low 
oiler. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 15th August 1775: The com- 
mittee appointed to make sale of the tutenague pice repoit to the 
Boa id by letter that they have sold the whole quantity oi tutenague 
pice in the treasury at Rs. 4-0-50 the Surat man, and for ready money. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th. December 177*1 : A 
considerable number of Broach rupees were leceivcd in the treasuie 
lately arrived from Suiat as the treasurers now report. The rupees 
coined at that place by an assay made in the year 1771, weic found to 
he supcnoi to those oi Surat, which last pass current here. For this 
reason, as well as because Broach now belongs to the Honouiable 
Company, we esteem it very proper that Broach rupees should also 
pass cuirent on this island. Oulcrcd therefore that a publication 
be issued enjoining all persons to receive Broach mpees in payment 
without demanding discount. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1 5th June 1774 : Letter from 
the Mint Master to the President and Council, dated Bombay 16th 
May 1774. I have received an ordci to lay before yon an account 
of the pioiits arising by coining the different sorts of gold coins at 
their present \alue into gold rupees of the Bombay standaid, with an 
account oi the mint charges on the same The variety of gold coins 
in India, few of them except Venetians being to be had in this 
place at present, pievcnts my being able to give your Honour 
the account you have ordci ed, as they ought all to be assayed to 
asccitain the alloy in each com. In older to show your Honour 
the pioiit on coining Venetians into gold rupees of the Bombay 
standaid, 1 shall beg leave to state the difference between the nominal 
and real value of the gold rupee now current for 15 silver rupees : 

1 gold lupue uml'Iii flwt 7 gr. 1 or 38 viih of the fineness of 
?4 caiut-* which is Venetian standaid mid paws lament fm lis q r 
11 silm rupees ... .. .. . 15 0 0 

1 gold nipcc weighing Venetians 3/, oi 38 vute at it** *i r 

Its 1-1-50 pin Venetian of 12 nib . ... 13 3 11 

Adil Lho nun Lei s clnuges 21 p<*i cent, namely 
biun.ii'c (waste) on lob Venetians .it 21 rftfs the 
100 Venetians equal to 1 J pel coni , woikiimnshii) 

9 vt'ils thu 100 Vein lian*. cqu.il to ? pci cent , total 

pel cent, that is ... . . 0 1 38 
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Total ... 14 0 70 14 0 70 


Dillciouco ... 0 3 21 

which is equal to 535 pci cent profit, nnd will altor as Venetians rise or fall m 
piice 4 


1 Bom Gov Consultation 3id May 1774, Puh, Diary G5 of 1771, 3G0. 

5 Burn. Gov. Consultation 15th Aug. 177C, Puli Dial y 68 of 177C, G34. 

3 Bom Gov Consultation 20tli Dye 177 J, Tub. Diary 06 of 1774. 900. 

4 Puh Duty C5 of 177 1, *120- 130. 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 15th June 1771: It having 
been determined that tiie tieasure lately imported fiom Basra, wine': 
■we procured on account o£ our Honouiable Employers for lulls on 
Bengal, bhould be coined m our mint and that the silver should be 
made into rupees of the present standard, it lemams now to consider 
of it hat weight and fineness to make the gold i upces, This being 
taken under delibeiation together with a letter fiom oui mint mastei 
showing the gam arising by coming gold rupees ol the present 
weight and standard, resolved after a full discussion that the gold 
rupees be made of the same lineness as those at present cuirunt, 
but that an addition of two i dh be made to the w eight, that is 
that they be now made of 40 ml s weight instead of 3S, aud that thuy 
bear the same impicssion as the silver rupees. By thus laismg 
the real value (as they aic to pass for 15 silver rupees as belorc) they 
will be current m the adjacent countues. As the pnee of gold m tins 
place is at present low, some profit will still arise by coming it into 
rupees of the weight and standaid above icsol vedon It is further agieed, 
in oidei to increase the curieney of the place, to permit private persons 
to com gold in tlie mint on their paying the customary duty of H 
percent. The gold rupees now cui rent must be called in, in pi oper 
time, and lecoincd of the piesent weight and standaid ; tiie deficiency 
in weight must be made good by the Company as they enjoyed the 
profit that was made on their being fust coined 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25lh April 1775 : As thcic is 
at pie«ent a want of silver enncncy on the island, it is agreed, in older 
to obviate the inconveniences resulting therefrom, to coin gold to the 
amount of Its 6(J,U00 into pieces of the value of one silver lupee each 
to be in fineness exactly equal to the gold rupees now cunent and of 
j’ith pait of the weight of a gold iupce. 2 * 

Bombaj - Government Consultation, 12th December 1775 : There 
being scvcial counlcifeit gold mpees now cuculating on the island, 
it is agreed to offei a reward of Its. 1000 to any person or poisons 
who will make discovery of the poisons concerned in coming them, so 
that the offcudcis may be brought to justice 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th Match 177S Wo have 
reason to believe that the tioops have suffered by being paid in the 
small gold mpees. It is lesolved that no moic of tins tom bo issued 
from the ticasuiy and that the whole currency be called in and 
sent to China by the Bcsborouyi, w’hcie they can lie i cabled 
without los«. Those rupees are not i a pass cuirent after the 31st of 
May next. 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 30th September 1778: Received 
by palamar a letter from the Chief and Factors at Th.tna, dated £Sth 
instant, m which they advisod that agreeable to our Older the} had 
called in all the gold filtccnths in circulation theic, which bung 126 m 


1 TVim. Gov. Cvipullatinu 10th Juno 1771, Fob TKir} Cl «.f 1771, 4‘" --Til 

• H'jm Gov Coiisult-ituiH 23tb April 1773, I’ub Diarj 67 of 177">, J'li-JJi. 

4 II in Go.. Cdiicult-ition ISth Ihe 17JV, Pub Ifiaij i.S i.f 1776, r72 

* Ut"i, Gov. Co".3ulUti'jn 231b Sin 177', Pub Dur> 73 of J77t, 14J 
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number they then transmitted us and requested a supply of Its. 20,000 
for their current expenses 1 

The following extracts relate to the Bate of Exchange • Bombay 
to Surat 11th November 1677. The dollars and pagodas Mr. Child 
paid us in, we have given Rajapur factory credit for. "We have sold 
the first for 5 shillings the dollar. Both them and the pagodas we 
have near hand spent, our ships garrison charges and our new bastion 
sweeping away vast sums of money. Our tobacco rent and cooly 
rents are paid us all in buj rules which as they do not pass offitho island 
are fallen now to 28 pJiaihas the Xcraplnn. We aie thercfoie 
forced to put a stop to the further payment of buj rules or else ivc 
shall neither have any trade nor a penny of silver on the island. Of 
the farms of the customs we have not received more than 5000 Xera- 
phins since they were sold. We shall remit what we can sparo 
though it will be to loss ; for we ean send nothing but Xcraphins. 
If your woi ships have any occasion of furnishing the factories of 
ltajdpui Kilrwar or Calicut with money it may be sent thither with 
far less loss. 3 

Court to Bombay, 4th June 1703 s You arc to pay all salaries in 
India, valuing the rupee at two shillings and six pence, unless to such 
as desiic the same or any part thcreol in England, for which you may' 
give hills on the Company. 3 

Court to Bombay', loth March 1733 : By the Mokba ship ymu were 
infoimed that the regulating of the exchange from the Bay was then 
under our consideration. We have since settled the same' and do now 
peimit you to draw upon us, sixty-one days after sight, for such 
money paid into our cash as our covenant servants while such shall 
have occasion to iemit home, on making affidavit that it is upon their 
own account, after the rate of two shillings aud six ponce the Bombay 
mpee, and for all sums upon account of other peisons, aftei the rate of 
two shillings and four pence. 4 

In January and February 1731 the Bombay Government diew 
bills of exchange on the Court of Directois in favour of their servants 
at 2 shillings and 6 pence the rupee, and two months after sight. 5 

The Honoiuable Company have now given positive orders that none 
but peisons actually' in then- service shall enjoy the privilege of 
remitting money at the usual rate of 2 shillings and 6 pence the rupee, 
and all others' money must be i omitted home at 2 shillings and 4 ponce 
the mpee only. 0 ' 1 

Our Honourable Masters' last commands are very express that no 
person but their covenant servants while such, shall be allowed to pay 
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money into then cash heic at 2 shillings ami G pence the rupee, the 
bills &o drawn being in both case 1 , payable 61 (lays after sight 1 

Bombay Go veinment Consultation, 12lh September 1716 : Signed 
the following six sets of bills on the Ilononiablo Court of Dneetois at 
2 shillings 6 pence tiic rnpeo on account of then cov cnant sonants and 
otheis entitled to that indulgence, payable 00 days after sight. 2 

Comt to Bombay, 17th May 1766. '.-We licicby dnect that the 
exchange from Bombay aftci these orders' come to hand, be loivcicd to 
2 shillings and 5 pence for a Bombay lupeo to our sci rants, mil and 
militaiy, and to all otheis to 2 shillings and 3 pence only foi a 
Bombay lupce. You arc to leccive no money, nor grant bills to any 
persons not unrlci coienants witli us unless immediately wanted for 
the purposes abovemcntioncd No bills diawn on us must be made 
payable in a less time than ‘365 days after sight. Wc will allow on 
guoIi bills an intcicst after the late of three per cent per annum on the 
expiration of 90 days ii om the date of onr acceptance thereof, being 
the rate of interest which oui bonds lieic m England bear, except 
only to the amount of about twenty thousand pounds a yeai , this 
being an indulgence to onr covenant servants for providing themselves 
with neccssanes. I’oi their othei immediate occasions, wc aie willing 
to pay our covenant servants at 90 days’ sight But you aie not to 
extend your diafts for so shoit a time of payment to a gicatcr sum 
than tlie said twenty thousand pounds, such being the amount allowed 
by our formci oidcis. 

The fortunes or estates acquired by our good and faithful pci rants 
may be lemitted home in bills drawn upon us at 2 shillings and 5 pence 
for a Bombay iupec, if the money is tendered "-itlnn twelve months 
from the time of then dcpailure for England Aftci that pciioil 
the}* are to have bills at only 2 shillings and 3 pence foi a Bombay 
mpee. All moneys tcndcied belonging to deceased poisons who wcie 
under covenants with us, must be received if within the limitation 
in the above paragraph. Also the money tcndcied by the commandcis 
and offieeis of our Eui ope ships, so far ns the piodutc of their pnvato 
adventure extends, they taking the oatli as piescnbcd m oui letter 
of tlie 2Slh Maicli 1740 paragraph S6 Likewise for all money paid m 
on account of tlie pioduec of coial and other ai tides licensed by ns to be 
exported by the traders in diamonds In all and every the befoic- 
mentioned cases pailiculai icganl must be had to the sum total of bills 
and coitificates that they* do not exceed by each ship one-fourth pait 
of the invoice of the goods laden thereon as already* directed m a 
preceding paiagiaph. And to this we make no exemption but what 
may regard Loid Clive whose full remittances must have the prefer- 
ence to all others. 3 

A Consultation 17tli Ootobei 1766: Our Honourable Masters’ 
commands of tbo 17th May* last being now reperused and duly and 


1 TSom Gov*. Consultation 3 l< 1 Jan 1717, Puli Diary S of 1733, 3 

2 Pom Gov. Diary 12th Sept 174G, Pub Diaiy 19 of 1740, 303 

2 Court to Hominy 17th May 17GG paras 13-23, Pul, JXp Court's Letters Yol. 7 - 
of 17G3-170S. 181-183. Comp of Standing Ord Vol 2 of 1739-17SS, 22S 
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maturely weighed and considered, the following particulars seem to 
occur in respect to those parts lelalive to the drafts to bo made on 
them : 

First • in preference to all others they have been pleased to indulge 
their servants with an annual leinittance of twenty thousand (20,000) 
pounds to be drawn for at 90 days’ sight at 2 shillings and 5 pence 
tho rupee. ... 

Secondly : that all the estates of those gentlemen who die in their 
service and the fortunes of such of their good and faithful servants as 
return to Europe, are to be accepted and bills given for them at the 
same rate of exchange but at three hundred and sixty-five (365) days’ 
sight, provided the same are paid m within a twelve-month of their 
death or their return to Europe. 

Thirdly : that these different sums are allowed to be paid and bills 
given for them as an indulgence to their servants, provided nevertheless 
the whole of the bills or certificates granted by any one ship do not 
exceed one-quarter part of such ship’s invoice. But as we know the 
servants will want to remit much more than this can at an}* time 
amount to, it becomes necessary, in older to prevent discontent, to fix 
the proportions to be allowed each, out of the twenty thousand 
(20,000) pounds permitted to be diawn for at 90 days’ sight. The 
following occuirmg to us as most eligible, it is agreed to establish tho 
same as a standing older ior the future ; for notwithstanding the 
military and maiinc are not by our Honourable Masters included in 
this indulgence, yet as wo are sensible some have occasion to icinit 
home money for the support of their families and other necessary 
occasions, we think it but reasonable to allow them a small proportion 
at leist until our Honouiablc Masters’ pleasure can be known regard- 
ing it : l £% 

To the Piepidrnt 2100 

To tho Members of Council, including Major anil 

Supmntondcnt, 14 at 800 each 11,200 

Chaplain, Secretary, Scnioi and Junior Mui clients and 

Fact oi a . . 4500 

Wnteis 500 

Militniy and Mftime, to each Corps £700 each .. ... 1400 
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Court to Bombay, 21st November 17GG : The exchange from your 
Presidency is to continue as settled in our letter of the 17th May last 
at the rate of 2s 5d. for a Bombay rupee to our civil and military 
servants, and to all others 2s. 3d. only for a Bombay rupee. 3 

Court to Bombay, 11th November 1768 • On reconsidering our 
former directions relating to the exchange for bills that we shall draw 
on our respective Presidencies for money paid into our treasury here 
by the owners of our freighted ships for the said ships’ stocks, or by 


’ 15 ° m> G°v- Consultation 17th Oot 17GG, Pub Diary 47 of 17GG, G7.7 -G7G Comp, of 
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utliei* who mi} have occasion (n m.ihc lomitlaneos to Tnilm, v e have, 
in Older to em-ouiagc thou (n make such paj ments, defej mined to p*>ss 
0111 ill alights w.Ci>iding!j' at the following lafcs namely on llMnbav 
at 2' 2d. the Boinbuv rupee ; on Toil fit. George :ii 7 s. ikl. the cuircnL 
pagoda, .Mid »m Bengal at 2s the cimont i upee. 1 

(Joint In Bombxjs 1 1th N'ovemler 1708 . You aienho to lake notice 
lint the lull* diaun in favniii of tho afoio-aid oiuicis mil he made 
pliable at the d‘>vs after sight To induce the owner'? to give 
chuolinns to the commandos to take from the Cunipanj at anj of the 
i.ud Pre.iilenoes vvlrit i.i«-h fhev may want for llicr ships' u*i*, stioh 
iul\ am c as sh ill he made to them a it- to he accounted tor at the foil owing 
iatr«: At Hominy i‘s. L’d the 1’omhay rupee; at Toil St George 
7s I'd the cm lent ] aguda , and at Bengal 2 1 hillings the current rupee. 
Younic thcicfoie to he attentive that so far as they r-liall concern ion tlie 
above diicctioiis arc complied with and jou aic to call upon the seveial 
eoniinaiideis of niii freighted ships who ariivont join ]>ort to know* 
ir thej me in want of money for their ships’ u c e, and it must appear 
oil voiii Consultation*, that jou ha\ e so done. As the reasons- given 
in oui aihu.es dated 18th March last still subsist for limiting tlie 
(li. nights to he made on us fiom Boinhiy, jou are licieby oidcied not 
to cki ecd the s.ml sum of L‘20,00u in the draught* you make on us by 
the ships to ho desp itched home in tlie season of 1 Th 1 ', mil all drausrhts 
must he at the rate of 2s. 2d for eieh Hombiy rupee By the above 
limitation, we do not mean to include thc'iim of .LuUliO which wu allow 
the commander and olHccrs of each of our ships of this season to pay 
into our cash on the terms aforesaid at such settlements whereto tliov* 
nro consigned. That is to say those consigned to j our Pic*-idencv aie 
to he confined to pay in at the seveial settlements on jour roast a sum 
not exceeding (aOUU for each rinp , and those consigned to the coast 
and bnj- are to piy in the like sum at cither or both of tho-c Presi- 
dencies unless oui service may leipiiic their despatch from any othci 
Pi csidenej' In that ease any pai t of llicii unpaid ijuota mav lie icm\ cd 
theie As the coinmnndeis and officers or none oi oui .ships arc to he 
allowed moio than L '»0(J0 on this aceount m the whole v oj ago the 
seveial Piesulencics must take the nccessarj* caio in that inspect by 
dulj advising each other of the sums loccivcd fiom those cominandeis 
and ofliceis. In legard to lho=c who call at Madias on their way to 
China they aic to he lcstrained to tho latter place fm paving in their 
allowance. The pioportwns which the ofliceis aie to hear vv ith their 
commanders in the said sum aie to be settled accoiding to tlie rates 
mentioned m tho printed indulgence with respect to thciv advent uies 
outwaid. Such commanders and ofliceis as maj' apply to you on this 
occasion, must theicloie have ceilificates granted them in the usual 
manner upon their making oatli as oulered m our letter of the 21st 
Nov ember 17G6. If the attorney s of Loid Clive shall applv- to you 
to pay m anj r pait of his Loulsliip’s jugtr for bills of exchange on us, 
you are hci cby duected to leceivc the same winch is to bo exclusive of 


1 Cowl to Bombay lltli Ivor. 17GS pita DS, Tub Dep Court V. Letters Vol. 7 of 
17G0-17GS, .IDS 
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the baforementioned £20,000 which you arc permitted to draw for by 
the phips to he despatched fiom your side of India. 1 

Com t to Bombay, 30th June 1709 : We have considered seriously 
oar foimcr directions upon tho subject of bills of exchange and have 
given due attention to the inconveniences lesultmg from the piesont 
iestrictions That the Fienoli and Dutch will ho supplied with English 
money by those who want to remit to Euiope is a natuial consequence, 
and that they will in Bengal insist upon being paid in silver, seeing 
that silver is the only legal tender that is or can ho in that country, 
and further that they will export fiom Bengal as much as they think lit 
notwithstanding any orders to the contrary is to bo expected. Such 
being the evident inconveniences of our refusal to receive money into 
our cash for bills to bo diawn upon England it will bo said the lcmedy 
is in our hands if wo null open our tioasury the French and Dutch 
will no longei be supplied. They will bo under tho necessity of 
importing bullion for tbeii expenses and investments and we shall lmo 
it m our power to export to China as much as we think the circum- 
stances of the country will bear. We sincsiely wish things could be 
bi ought to this state, but the single and insurmountable objection is 
that, if bills me drawn to an unlimited amount, wo may be pul to the 
utmost distress and dilRculty to make good tho payments m England 
For tins ieason we have been undei a necessitj* so to model all our 
ordeis upon this subject as to confine the draughts to some degree of 
pioporlion with our investments This rule wo must not now lose 
sight of, although our intention is to extend our power of taking up 
money as far as it ’can possibly be earned with any deg ice of prudence. 
Accordingly having considered the matter fully and maturely and 
having granted a further extension of remittances to our servants at 
Bengal on account of their increase of investment this year, vve me 
■willing to encourage you to do the same We theicforc do lioicby 
i evoke our foinier oidcis upon the subject of lcnmUanoes and m lieu 
thereof we pcimit and empower you lo draw upon us this season for 
£50,0 00, and beyond tliat sum for the whole amount of tho sujiphes in 
specie which you may be able to send to China. At tho same time we 
depend on your zeal and assiduity m extending your investments in 
such manner as may enable us to pci form our engagements and lo 
continue to you the same indulgence in future seasons Besides the 
above sum of £50,000 you may grant coitilicatcs to the captain and 
officcis of em.Ii homeward bound ship as far as £5000 each ship under 
the express conditions mentioned m the 55th (43id) paragraph of our 
general letter of the 11th Novembei lust Notwithstanding our order 
of the said 11th November, paragiaph 44, you are not to includo 
Lord Clive’s jugu in the said £50,000, it being our intention that any 
payment on that account should be made in Bengal only. The sum 
of £50,000 first to he drawn as abovcmcnlioned is to be divided and 
applied among the Company’s servants, civil and military, in such a- 
manner as may appear reasonable lo you upon an nnpai tail consideration 


- 1 Goiut to Bombay 11th Nov. 17GS pains 39 - 41, Pub. D op.- Court's Lotteis Vo!. 7 
ol 1700- 17CS", 398- -100. : 
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of their soreial situations and rncumstances. We shall depend upon 
your making tins disposition in sueh an equitable manner as may leave 
no just cause oi complaint. The China remittances aie to he opened to 
fiee merchants or any othci poisons residing under oui piotectiou as 
well as to the Company's sen ants The sameiemark applies to whatevci 
sums shall be oileied upon account of the estates oi deceased peisons. 
The bills for the sum of L50,000 iiist abovemenhoned are to be diawn 
at the rate of 2s 5d the Bombay rupee and at 365 dayb' sight. The 
bills foi such furtliei sums as shall bo sent to China are to he drawn 
at the i ate of 2s. Old the Bombay mpee payable three yeais after 
sight, this latitude being necessary to enable the Company to bring the 
amount of the bale of then caigoes into circulation at the time the bills 
will become due You will obseive that we have increased the late 
of exchange in propoition to the time allowed tor payment This we 
mean to stand in lieu of the mtciest foimeily paid for the exceeding 
time ai tei the ninety days Y ou arc accordingly to gn e the bill-holdei s 
to understand that they will not be entitled to any intei est upon bills 
that will be diawn in consequence of these oiders. 1 

Couit to Bombay, 23id September 1772 Notwithstanding wc have 
already expiessed ouisclvcs tully on the license you have taken in 
deviating fiom our expiess and positive ordeis of 30tli June 17G9 per 
Lapping lespecting the amount and lates of youi diafts on the Couit 
of Directois and have apprised you in wliat light wc shall consider 
biich conduct, yet as the effects ot your disobedience m this lcspect is 
of such a natuie as may endanger the ciedit oi the Company, wc deem 
it nccessaiy by this conveyance to renew' oui peiemptoiy injunctions 
that you do not, on any account or pictcncc whatsoever, issue bills on 
us foi moie than the amount of £50,000 exclusive of ceitificatcs to 
commanders and officeib of ships payable m one year and at the late of 
exchange expressed in our oidcis of 1760, which oidcis aie to continue 
in full foicc until we shall signify’ our fuither pleasures heiein. 
As we have come to a resolution to send such supplies to our Council 
at Canton as we shall deem sufficient foi the puipoFes of providing 
caigoes foi the outw'anl bound ships of the ensuing season, we Iieieby 
revoke the permission given you by oui beforementioned orders to 
diaw’ on us for the amount of all supplies in specie which you might 
be enabled to send to China And we duect that you do not fi eight 
any goods or merchandise on private account in oidei that the amount 
sales or any’ part thereof be paid into oui cash at Canton to be lepaid 
by bills to be drawn on us by oui seivants thcie You. aie however to 
obseive that we expect and rcqiuio you to use every' means in your 
power to increase our China stock fiom y’our own resources and that in 
particular you do not fail to provide a caigo of such goods as may be 
most propei for that inaikol to be loaded on tlie ship which shall be 
consigned by us to y'our Picsidency m her way to Canton and such 
caigo must be in goods and trcasuie to the value of £40,000 at least. 1 


1 Court to Bombay SOUi June 17G9 paras 24-33, Tub Dep Court’s Letters Vol 8 
of 17G9- 1771, 90-03. 

5 Court to Bombay 23rd Sept 1772 paras 0-0, Tub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol.Ool 
1772-1777, 02-03. 
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Court to Bombay, 24th November 1772 : It is impossible to describe 
the difficulties the Company now labour under for want of cash in 
their treasury here, arising as well fiom your unwarranted conduct as 
that of our servants in Bengal, who together contrary to lepeated and 
positive orders have drawn upon us last year for upwaids of one 
million sterling and this sum with what the Company have lost by 
indemnity on tea which is about another million, is a burthen almost 
insupportable. To remedy this evil for the present we hope the aid of 
Parliament will shortly be stretched forth. But to remedy it m future, 
must entirely depend upon our servants by a well regulated system of 
economy in every department that falls under their management by a 
due attention to our oiders, particularly to those of the 23id September 
last, respecting bills to be diawu upon us, and by a proper exertion at 
least for the two following seasons, of their utmost abilities in procur- 
ing the largest investments possible consisting of the finest and most 
valuable commodities. We order you most zealously to take m hand 
this important work. As a means to attain m part these indispensable 
pui poses by reducing so far as possible the very burthensome charges 
of your Presidency, from the gicat expenses mcuired at your subordi- 
nate factoiies, we have it under consideration to letrcncli them by 
withdrawing the military from all except the castle of Surat and to 
place the collection of the pepper on the Malabar Coast with a Resident 
at each to lie assisted with one or two wnteis. "We have thought 
it proper to apprize you of this our intention by the present conveyance 
and shall communicate our final resolution by the dn-ect ships consigned 
to 3 r our Presidency this season. 

In addition to our abovementioned orders of the 23rd September 
last respecting bills of exchange, we hereby direct that in future you 
observe it as a standing rule not to pass any bills or certificates on us 
except those for the amount of the adventures of the commanders and 
officers of our ships but by the two last ships of the season that sail 
from Bombay. Nor to diaw for a larger sum than permitted by our 
said ordeis of the 23rd September as we are determined in case of 
disobedience to letum the bills above that sum back again to Bombay 
unaccepted It is our fuither Older that in the bills wc allow you to 
draw at 365 days’ sight, you leave it at our option not to pay the same 
under two. years, though, should we think proper to accept them on 
the latter tcim, we shall have no objection to pay them at the rate of 
2s 5 |d. a Bombay rupee without allowing any interest. 

Notwithstanding any tiling said in the preceding paragraph you are 
hereby absolutely piohilnled drawing bills or passing ceitificates upon 
us for any sums or m favour of any poisons whatsoever m 1773 except 
certificates only for such sums as the commanders and officers of our 
fi cjylited ships by our standing outers in their instructions are permit- 
ted to pay into our cash in pai t of their privilege. In tlus prohibi- 
toiy older we include your draughts for any money we have heretofore 
permitted you to receive for bills on us And you are further positively 
enjoined to make all possible saiings in each branch of our affairs. 
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Bor the disti esses of the Company arc such as immediate!}' and loudly 
call foi eveiy assistance and the leticnclnng of evciy expense. 1 

Court to Bombay, 11th Febmniy 1774 • The subject of remittances 
tluough the Company's cash by bills on the Couit oi: Dnectois having 
been considered m the last sessions of Pailiament,a law was accordingly 
enacted lestncting the Company accepting or otherwise binding 
tliemsehes m the space of any one year foi the payment of any bills oi 
exchange diawn by any of then ofliecis or servants at any of then pic- 
sidencu s in the East Indies fm any sum exceeding £300, 0t>0 (exclu- 
sne of certificates to the amount of £5000 to the commandcis and 
officers of each of the Compaq's ships) without the consent ox order 
of the Commissioners of Ills Majesty’s Ticasuiy or the High Tieasmer 
for the time being. 

It therefore only remains with us to notify the said law to our 
seiv ants m India and to propm tion the draughts allowed to be made 
on us foi the said sum ot £300,000, which we hereby do so fai as 
concerns your Piesidency m the following niannci To Bomlia}, 
£"•5,000 to be leuutted by oui civil and mihtaiy seivants, and the 
fuitliei sum ol £10,000, one moiety of which latter sum we would 
lme leseived foi the benefit of lice mcichants and othcis not in the 
Company's service and the other moiety foi the advantage of deceased 
pei sons’ estates and of peisons letiuncd Bom the Company’s ten'ce 

And it is our pleasuie that the said sum of £15,000 he consideied as 
the total amount of the bills to he diawn by you m the comse of one 
ycai commencing from the fsfc August 1774 and ending the 31st July 
1775 ; but we do not mean to include in that sum the £5000 lor 
which you aic peinuttcd pm scant to the said Act to giant certificate* 
to the commandcis and oliiccis of each of the Company's ships dming 
the couiso of the voyage 

The bills you may draw foi at 2s. 5d each Bombay rupee and they 
must he made payable at 12 months and not at 30 5 days after sight, 
■without mlciest, and the eeilificates must he made out as u>-uaT 
■without mentioning either the late of exchange oi the tcim for 
pa}Tiieiit - 

Court to Bombay, lOtii March 1775 Having taken into onr 
consideration the rates of exchange foi which hills are diawn upon us, 
wo have thought fit to leducc the same m the following manner 

Piom Bombay at 2s "d the Bombay lupee , from Bengal at 2s Id. 

the cmient mpec ; fiom Fort St George at 7s 4d. the pagoda; and 

flora China and Fort Mailboiougli at 5s the Spanish dollai. 

IVc lieieby authorize and pcimit you to draw upon us foi one 
ycaT commencing the 1st August 1775 and ending the list July 1770, 
ior £30,000 sterling to lie icnuttcd by oiu civil and mihtary 
scivants; and the fuitlier sura of £15,000 stcilmg foi the benefit of 


1 Court to P.omliay 24tli Nua. 1772 paras 7 - 10, Pub, Dtp Court's Letters Vo] 0 
of 1772-1777, GS-71. 

1 Court to Bomlvay lltli Feb. 1774, paras 13 * 16, Tub Don Court's Letters Vol. 0 
of 1772-1777, 123-123. 
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frco merchants and others not in the Company's service, and on 
account of deceased poisons’ estates and of persons lctumcd fiom the 
East Indies 1 

Comt to Bombay, 16th April 1777 ■ We permit you to draw upon 
us this year for the sum of £45,000 at the late of 2b. 3d. the Bombay 
lupee. You arc in no case to exceed that amount 2 

Bomba y Government Consultation, 5th March 1783: It .being 
nccessaiy to fix at what value we shall issue the rupee to his Majesty's 
t loops agiecable to the request in the paymaster’s letter read last 
Council ° day — Unsolved according to the Honourable Company’s 
orders that the amount of his Majesty’s troops’ subsistence be paid 
at the exc han ge of Its 2 4 as. the cm rent Bengal rupee (valuo 
110 for 100 Bombay lupces) But the additional and extra allowance, 
home by the Company, at the same rate as their officers leceive it, 
namely at 2s. Gd. the Bombay rupee.’ 

The following extracts relate to questions connected until interest and 
loans : 

Paragraph 76 of the Court’s letter of loth March 1733, confums a 
bylaw against exorbitant u c ury. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th September 1734, directs 
that the bylaw contained by the Honourable Conrt of Ducctois for 
pi eventing extravagant inteicst being taken on small sums of money, 
lie translated into the Portuguese and Gcntu languages and affixed in 
the usual places, m ordci to bo the more publicly known amongst the 
inhabitants. 5 

Loiter from the Mayor’s Court to Bombay Government, Gth 
November 1734: We take this opportunity to desire your Honour 
will lecommcnd home two moie bylaws, one in favour of llespondcntia 
Londeis who, the Coiut thinks, ought to have a right m the ship 
and caigo tlieir risk is on, prior to othei bond creditors. The 
oilier for the relief of Indian creditors of persons djdng hero 
insolvent being indebted likewise in England ; the Court esteeming 
it a great hardship that the India creditors’ money should be paid 
away to the English crcdilois though the insolvent person brought no 
effects out villi him. 0 

Bombay Government to Mayor’s Court, 15th November 1734: 
Willi the utmost willingness wc shall lccommend to the Comt of 
Directors the establishing the other two bylaws mentioned m your 
letter, being convinced that they aic entirely consistent with reason 
and justice 7 


1 Court to Bombay lOtli March 1775 pains. 15 ami 1G, Pah. Dcp. Couit’b Letters Vol. 
Oof 1772-1777, 200 

* Court to Bombay lGth Apnl 1777 para G, Pul) Dcp Court Letters Vol 9 of 


1772-1777,320 

3 Bom. Gov Consultation 5th March 1783, Pub. Diary 81 of 1783. Comp, of Stand- 
ing Ord. Vol. 3 of 1769-178S, 312 
) Cmnp of Standing Orel Vol 1 ofl7J5-1721, 202. 
r * Bom. Gov Consultation 27th Sept 1731, Pul) Diaiy 7 of 1734, 170. 
c Pub. Diary 7 ol 1731, 211 „ „ . 

7 Bom Go\ to the Mayoi s Court 13th Nov. 1731, Tub. Diary 7 of 1734 215, 
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The following oxtiacts mlatc to the establishment and histoiy of lire 
Bank 

Couit to Bombay, 21st Februaiy 1717. As the inciea=e of liadphaca 
natuial tendency to incica=o onr lcvenucs, wo Fhall heie, m ansuei to 
the 72nd paragiaphof tliclettei of the 21st Jnnuaiy pi oposing leave to 
settle a Bank of a lakh of in pecs for the enlaiging the tiade.it Bombay, 
tell you that we consent thcielo, provided you take effectual and con- 
stant caie to sccuip the inpayment of the money by sufficient pledges 
of goods or other securities and that it be lent as you propose at nine 
pci cent mleicst. Let us know what good effect it hath every 
year. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20tli June 1720 • As the netting 
a Bank on tins Island will mdisputabl}' be for the mutual benefit and 
advantage both of the Right Honourable Company and the inhabitants 
by the increase of the trade and lcienues thereof, and oui Ilonouiablc 
Masteis having been pleased to encomago this pioposnl m the 73id 
paiagiaph of then lettei by the Addison, the Pi evident moves that 
Mcssis Biown and Phillipps he appointed for liis assistance m that 
affan and that they piepaie a scheme for the more legnlar cm lying 
on the same, to he laid befoic the Boaid for then appiobation This 
is appioved and agieed to. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th July 1720 • Letter fiom 
Mcssis W. Brown and O. Phillipps to the Honourable C. Boone 
Piesident and Govcinor at Bombay By vutue of the otdei of 
Council to us the 20th June 1720, to prepaie and laj' before youi 
Honoui a scheme for electing and establishing a Bank on Bombay 
for supplying the merchants with sums of money whereby they may 
the hcttci be enabled to extend and cany on the glowing tiadc of 
this Island aecoidingto the direction and indulgence of oui Honoui able 
Masters, we humbly ofici the following pioposals : 

1 That a sum not exceeding Rs 1,00,000 be taken out of the 
Eight Honomable Company's cash and be set apait and appiopnatcd 
foi the puipose as the capital stock for the Bank of Bombay. 

2. That the caie and management of the said slock and all the 
transactions of the Bank lie undei the immediate ducction of the 
' Governor and two of the members of Council whom he shall appoint, 
who shall keep books and enter thoicin all their pioceedmgs m the 
diseliaige of tins trust, and once a year, namely m the month of July, 
delivci into Council an account of the mtciest made and gained on the 
money lent and issued out by the Bank, and pay the «ame into the 
tieasuiy foi the use of the Right Honourable Company. 

3 That any peison or pci«ons inhabitant on Bombay whether 
native oi the Eight Honourable Company's covenanted oi lined 
seivants may bonow or take up money of the Bank upon giving 
security to the satisfaction of the managers afoiesaid. Tins security 


1 Court to Bombay 21st Fob 1717 para. 73. Comp, of Standing Onl, Vol 1 of 
1713-17-1. 132 
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pliall bo either by a deposit of goods to the full value of the money- 
lent (and m such case the borrower may retain and keep the money for 
one whole year or until lie can dispose of those goods and receive m 
the money foi the same which shall soon happen) or otliciwisc the 
borrowci sliaH'procurc one substantial mei chant oi other inhabitant 
of the place to be joint seemity m a lxmd with linn to repay the ^aid 
money and interest thereon withm the teim of six calcndai months 

4<. That m consideration the Right Honourable Company liaic 
given us leave to issue out of their cash the sums to be advanced from 
the said Rank ; that therefore they he allowed by the hoi lowers an 
interest for the same aftei the i ate of 9 per cent per annum until 
the principal and interest is paid. 

5. In consideration of the trouble and chaigcs of the management 
of the affairs and transactions of the said Bank cveiy hoi lower shall 
upon lus entering into a bond foi the money then lent him, pay to the 
managers one per cent for their said trouble 

6. Tliat as a further encouragement to the borrower, the Bank 
shall he obliged to receive fiom lnm at any tune upon tender thereof, 
before the expiration of the times limited in the third aitiule above, 
any even sum or sums of money (not less than Rs. 1U0) m pait of 
his debt and the interest of such part so paid shall from ilicnccfoi 111 
cea c -c and dclcimine Similaily for goods deposited the owncis shall 
have f ice liberty at. all times to show and dispose thereof m whole or 
in part ) and upon paying the pioduce into the Bank, the same shall 
he accepted and received in part or in full payment of the debt 
accoidmg to the amount thcicof. 

7. That any person -who borrows of the Bank may have cjish- 
nolcs if they choose the same lather than money The said notes to 
he signed by the manageis and sealed with the Right llonouiablo 
Company's seal, (wlicieoC none) shall ho for less limn Its 50 and 
shall iun (in the) following manner: Bombay Mill July 1720. 

We promise to pay or order at demand 50 silver rupees cuirent 

of Bombay'on account of the Bank (Sd.) A. (Sd ) B. (Sd.) C. 

8. And if any person sliall lend to the Bank any sum of money of 
Rs. 100 or upwards for the term of six months certain, lie shall have 
a note signed and scaled as afoicsaid hearing inteicst at one flurjuni 
a day for Rs 100 and payable also at demand after the expiration 
of the said six months to lnm oi ordei by endorsement . Bombay 1-lth 

July 1720. Wo piomisc to pay or oidci Rs lOOcunentof 

Bombay, together with the interest at one dv-gdni a day fiomtlie dale 
hcicof for Rs. 1 00 on demand after the expiration of six calcndai 
months for and on account of the Bank of Bombay. 1 

Messrs. Brown and Plullipps now delivei in their above scheme for 
setting on foot a Bank on this Island, agreeable to an order of Council 
of the 20th ultimo, when they likewise acquainted the Board they had 
talked with the most eminent black merchants about it, who w ere well 
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satisfied with the piopo=al and loliintaiily offcieil the one per cent to 
the inanageib foi then tiouble The =amc having been duly weighed 
and matuiclv consideied, oideied that Messrs Waltci Blown and 
Ouen l'liillipps piepaie a place foi an office, a seal and books and bo 
uudy to open the same, agiceable to the scheme aboi ementwned, when 
no see comcnicnt for oui Honoui able Masleir 2 inteicst so to do 1 

l’ubli-hed 22 nd Deccmliei 1720 a pioclaniation that the Bank is now 
elected on the conditions on 11111011 it is established. 2 

Com l to Bombay, BOtli Match 3711 * You did u ell tlie ."Oth 
Dccembei in appointing 1 a committee fo examine into the Bank debts 
and the Fulneieney of the ssvcial seeiuities, as sums aie said to liaic 
been lent upon pcisonal bonds, and as the houses and oaits mortgaged 
foi many 3 can. may hcclecai*cd We expect that on the committee 
making a icport effectual caie was taken to prevent out sufleung in 
nnj* instance iihatsoeici 3 

Bombay G01 eminent Consultation, 26 lh Octobei 3711 ■ Iicpoit of 
the Bank debts and securities made by Me^sis Jolin Mo 1 ley Geoige 
Dudley and John Mumo, dated Boinlay 26 th Octobei 1741 . Me 
being some lime ago appointed a committee to examine into the slate 
of the Bank debts and eecuutics, lute unavoidably been picicnlcd 
lntbeito fiom making any lcpoit of oui cnqniiy tlieieinand laung the 
same bet'oie 3'oui Ilonoui as we wcic willing to have the fullest 
and best mfoimatiou lelalmg thcicto as could he possibly obtained. 
In 01 dei tlrnl we might bo thoiouglily satisfied whether the seeui dies 
gnen foi monc}- bouowed fiom the Bank meat piescnt icelh* sufli- 
cient 01 not, as most of the debts due aie of a long standing and the 
uluc of the liou«cs and landed e.states moitgagedof conise gieall}* 
diminished, we dnected the engineei and icieadoics of Bombay and 
Mrflnni to make a trae and as exact a valuation as tlioy could of the 
i-cveial houses oaits and battj' giounds situated within their respective 
distucts 'Hiat they wcic not able to finish this \aluation till the 
rains were ovei is the chief leasou that we could not complete this 
oiujnii}* soonei But lhe3* having at length finished it and delivered 
then valuation of the whole, we Tioiewith lay the same befoie }'our 
Ilonoui for 3*011 r notice and ob c eivation "Wc hare likewise caused 
the legistcis of the Mayor's comt to he scnitimzed that we might 
know wliethci an3 f of the Bank Fccuiities wcic moitgaged to other 
pei=ons befoie then bon owing nionc3* fiom the Compaq*. But upon 
the stuelest examination weliave not found above one instance of its being 
done and tlici efoic wc have recommended tlie debt to be 1 ccovcicd or fresh 
sccmity gi\en a« 3*0111 Honoui ma3* esteem pi open And that 3*0111 
Ilonoui ma3* have at once a clear view* of the state of the Bank debl= and 
secuiitics, wc now piescnt 3*our Honoui with a full and as exact an 
account tlieieof as we can possibl3' collect to this tune, wheiein the 
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names of tlie borrowers, dates of bonds whether mortgage or simple, 
Hie sums honowod, what at picscnt is outstanding, tlie nature of the 
securities, where situated, their pic<-ent value, sufficiency or insufficiency 
thereof, aie particulailv spccilied with such remarks theicon as we 
esteem proper and to which we icqiicst you will please to he icf cried 
Upon a view of tins state your Honour will observe that some of 
the debts aie of twenty yeais standing, and many of them above ten 
whereby the securities given aie greatly lessened in their value, and 
seveial of tlie oarts and batty grounds pledged liaie been sold or other- 
wise alienated, by which means the Company may be pul to great 
tioublc and charge before they can be reimbursed what they have lent 
thcieon Therefore lest the Hank should suffer by their continuing 
any longer in this state, we humbly apprehend that all such bonds 
ought to be paid off without delay To picvcnt any such practice 
in future, we beg leave to recommend that all nioitgnge and simple 
bonds be paid off and cancelled once m five yeais at fiuthcst And 
that, before any money bo issued fiom the Bank, fiesh seem 1 Lies be 
given and a new valuation made of the estate and the on lier’s title be 
fully examined. 

It has hilheito been customary to lend upon houses and oarts and 
batty gi omuls lieai the full value of what they haic been esteemed bv 
the vereadoies and other piopcr judges to be worth. But as the nsk of 
lending upon houses is much gi cater than upon a landed estate which 
is nob subject to so many casualties as house propci Ly, .and besides if the 
debt is outstanding soma years, as hath hitherto been the case, the houses 
will b'» subject to decay and at length bo i educed to a small value. YTe 
theiefoie take the liberty to lecommcnd that in time to conic only 
0110 -half of the value of any houses offered to bemoilgnged he lent 
thereon and not above two-thirds or tin co-fourths of the value or an v 
oarts or batty grounds Tins piecaution with the lenewal of such 
mortg.igea.nd secunty evoiyfive years as above pi opened will effectu- 
ally prevent all insufficient securities. Notwithstanding this valuation 
when the money is lent we think it would he proper to have the 
oarts houses and batty grounds inspected by piopcr persons every two 
01 throe years at fiuthcst. 

During the com sc of this enquiry we find that several persons who 
Ii ive borrowed money aie dead, nor have their hens discharged the 
bonds since their decease This we humbly apprehend ought to be 
taken caie of m future In every such case the heir should be 
obliged upon the death of his ancestor either to discharge the bond or 
icnew it m Ins own name and give such secunty as the managcis of 
the Bank shall j’udge proper. 

It appeals io us that several small sums under Rs 200 have from 
time to time been lent to necessitous persons upon trifling securities 
many of which are still outstanding, though they have been of a long 
date; and as we arc mfoimed, it is with some difficulty and trouble 
that the interest can bo recovered. AVc therefore think proper to 
recommend to your Honour that all sums under Rs 200 bo forthwith 
collected, and that no sura under that amount he hereafter lent to any 
poison whatsoever. ' ’ 
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Tho whole amount of the Bank debts now outstanding is Bs 1 ,00,31 3, 
whcioofBs 12,900 is upon peisonal secuutv, lately boi lowed, winch 
being on ing bv people of undoubted ci edit and besides two oi moic 
pei sons being bound jointly and separately in most of the bonds, we 
esteem the money secure, and Iheiefoie your Honour may eitliei 
continue it m tlieii hands or leeovcr it as you think most proper. 

Itupji Dlianji bounwed Its. 1000, the 17th August 1721, without 
any teeuiily or poison hound foi him m the bond, and as no part of 
this debt has as jet (1741) been dischaiged, we think it ought to be 
paid oft directly, or another pen-on joined with him in a new bond, or 
such sccuiitv given for it as j'oin Ilonom sball think fit. 1 

Bombaj" Goaeinment Consultation, lltli Deccmlicr 1741' The 
icport of Messi-. Moilcy, Dudley, and Mnmo of the state of the Bank 
debts and sccuiitics is now considcied As it is necessaiy that that 
pait of the Honourable Company’s estate should be undci some lcgula- 
tion«, the Boaid unanimously agiee that all moitgnge and simple bonds 
of above five vcais outstanding be lenewed oi called in, and that hcie- 
aflei only half then value be lent on house® and tuo-tliiids of then 
value on oaits and batty gi omuls That the moitgages be duly 
inspected evciy two years or oftenor if necessaij’, and a new valuation 
made thcieou ; and, m ca®e of the death of the hoi ion cis, then bonds 
be paid oft or Tonened by their hears willi piopei security. Tlut 
the amounts oE all bonds under Bs 200 1« immediately tnllcd m, 
and though the pi acticc of lending upon good pci =onal security may 
be continued no less sum than Bb 200 to be lent heieaftei Oideicd 
that the above legulation he copied, and that, with the papers 
dolivcicd m bj" the committee, thej' he lodged with the assistant 
manager of the Bank 2 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21th May 1748 ■ xYs the Bank 
money by tlie piesent piacticc of letting it out on bonds continually 
lcncwable, though the secuiitiesbc good, may get into pailieulai hands 
and tlieichj' not answer the calculating of it in trade tor which it was 
intended, it istheiofoie resolved that all bonds of In e ycais standing be 
instantly paid oft and that the like method he obscived in futuie 5 

Bombay Government Consultation 31st July 1730 • Bead a 
petition fiom 12 Faznndnis of Malnm lepiesentmg that tlicy have 
Iwi lowed nioncj' of the Bank to tho amount of Bs 6250 foi secuutv of 
winch their estates aio moitgaged, and tlut they have lcgulaily paid 
mteicst foi the same e\ ei j’ sis months and aie leadv to do so m future ; 
hut that tho assistant to tlie manugois of the Bank having demanded 
the pimcipal as well as inteiest, they were not able at piesent to comply 
thcieuith and theiefoie inquest the space of foui months to pay it m. 
Upon this it is obscived tliat foi some yeais it has been a standing 
rule to demand tho principal of all moneys bonowed of the Bank 
whethei upon moitgagc oi simple bond scounties once m fiae ycais, by- 


1 l*nl> Diarj 17 of 1711,319-322 
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such means to prevent as much as possible its fund from being absorbed 
in dead secunlies, and that the Bank may always have a sufficiency in it 
to answer the purposes for which it was established However as it is 
considered that all trade is entiicly stagnated during the lams and that 
theic is a scarcity of money at this time upon the island, lesolved 
that the 3 r be indulged with three months time to clear their respective 
debts of which the Secretary is diiected to acquaint the assistant to 
the managers of the Bank. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th October 1770: Letter fioni 
Mr. "\V. Taylor to the President, 7tli October 1770 The very gieat 
distiess our Ilonouiable Masters as well as this Piesideney in geneial 
labour undei for want of a flowing cash or some geneial currency, has 
become an object of seiious consideration. Tins is especially the ease as 
we Lave been disappointed of the lesouvccs the Piesidcnt expected to 
have had it in Ins power to have furnished ns with. As appealed from 
what passed at our last Consultation, except the very inadequate 
sum that may he paid into the treasury at 2s. 
not to flatter ourselves with the hopes of any 
raising the exchange to Company's seivants. 
being but a temporary remedy, I can by no means 
authorized at piesent to do. I thciefore beg leave to pioposc foi your 
consideration the followiugmodes for frustrating the gieat inconveniences 
we must othei wise become liable to, which, besides icmed 3 *ing the 
evil, u ill be attended with very lucrative advantage to our Honour- 
able Employei s In the fust place if the debt due from the treasury 
to the Bank was to be lepaid not by specie (that being impossible) 
but by bills of the natiue of Bank notes, and lent to those who 
might apply on the present terms of secuiity, it would be one 
certain mode of relief and yield to the Ilonouiable Company a 
sure j’early profit of near Rs. 72,000. These bills might bo from 
Rs. 40 in value each or less to Rs. 400 or more as might be judged 
most convenient. Secondty, if the Bank was to be opened for the 
receipt of all private monc 3 *s on the teims of allowing an interest 
of 6 per cent on all sums to be lent out again on an interest of 
9 per cent (sufficient sccui^ given), the agio of 3 per cent would 
be clear profit to our Honourable Emploj'ers. I presume few who 
live under the Companj^’s protection would not piefer to lodge 
tlieir foi tunes in the Company’s Bank to placing them in the hands 
of piivate shrofts whose piactice is to receive money in this 
manner from winch tlio 3 r reap great advantages. To obviate any 
objections that may bo made from apprehension of the Bank 
being overrun by too large demands upon it, this addition to the 
currency of the place and the general utility of the measure will 
prevent any such risk. Private persons never can and the 
Company's servants it is to be hoped never would make any such 
attempt. On the contrary they would support the Bank to the 
utmost and have it much in their power to do so. However for 
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convenience salce a certain number of days of giacer might he 
limited m the conditions foi drawing out the sums deposited, or 
a picatei or lesser nuinbei of flays m proportion to the sums. No 
bad consequences I conceive can ensue iiom these pioposals being 
earned into execution, foi ns long as the Honoui.ible Goinpanj’s 
ci edit lasts, the bills will have then validity The g tent case they 
imply m timr-acting business and the security they gne to pm ate 
pel sons must be too obvious to need expatiating on. The pccuniuiy 
advantages to our Honourable Employers me ccitnin. Above nil 
in future any occasion of exposing then emci goncies, as has lately 
been most scandalously the case, will bo molded For ceitainly 
a moic poisonous stab cannot be given to then cicdit than lef using 
at the tieasuiy to Iransioi then hills Undei the new pioposal 
whenever tlicie is flowing cash the bills if thought nccessaiy cun 
at any time be called in 1 * * * 

On receipt of the above letter the Board observe Upon this 
occasion Mi. Taylei delivers the above letter, proposing as a mode 
of casing the place m point of cuuency the issuing of bills trom 
the Bank on loans upon the picsent secuuty Tins being duly con- 
sulcicd woAic ot opinion that though it will not be of any im- 
mediate remedy to the present very great scaioity of specie it will 
be attended with great futuie convenience to the trade of the 
island, exclusive oi the vciy great advantage our Honourable 
Masters will derive from the niteiesb arising theieon Unsolved 
thciel'ore that this pioposal of Mi Tayler be earned into execu- 
tion and that notes be immediately picp.ned to the amount of tlm 
debt due fiom the treasury to the Bank being with mleiest about 
Rs S.00,000 The notes to be ii om lfs 40 to Rs 1000 each signed 
by the Managers of the Bank and sealed with the Ilonouiuble 
Compauy’s seal 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 11th November 1770: The 
President acquaints the Boaid that m com citation with Mi Robeit 
Blaclifoid, the pei^ou lately come out by pei mission of the Honour able 
Companj” to settle the late Mi. Speneei’b affans, ou the subject of the 
pioposed plan for hank notes, Mr Blachfoid stated he had been biod up 
mthe banking business and was desuous of giving some lunts foi the 
improvement of the bank note scheme This the Picsident permitted 
and now lays the same before the Board, which with the letter liom 
Mi Tayler on the same subject is lefened to the considciation of the 
committee of accounts " 

Mr. Blacli£oid , ’s Ilmts -The Company owe the Bank 8 lakhs to 
dh'diaigc which notes shall ho deliveied out flora Rs 1 DUO to R« 20. 
That the notes shall beai an mtei est of 6 per cent to commence fiom 
their date, wdnch wall be the day they w r eio lent on loan oi by money 


1 Pul) Dun SO of 1770, S70 - 571 
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paid into the Bank. That as much tiouble will arise in paying notes 
that have been taken out but a day or two, it is to be recommended that 
no mtoiest shall be calculated on any note or notes except they be of ten 
days standing Tins will pievent poisons fiom lodging money over- 
night and drawing it out the next morning for the sake of the day's 
interest That a poison borrowing money of the Bank shall be under 
the necessity of taking notes to encourage the circulation by winch he 
can be a loser only of the ditlei ence between 6 and 9 per cent for ten 
days, as all notes will be then payable at the Bank on payment being 
demanded with intciest thereon for the ten days as well as for any 
time ovci and above. That the Bank will not lend the said notes 
under 9 per cent. That it will be necessary at the first setting out 
with the pioposcd plan that the treasury should assist the Bank w ltli one- 
thud of 8 lulchs m specie and that the tieasmy letam in their hands notes 
to the said amount to be leturned when the specie is lcpaid. Tins specie 
will be absolutely necessary although it may not be used. For, should any 
note appear for payment at the expiration of ten days and not be dis- 
charged, the credit of the Bank will then be stopped and no jierton 
will leecivc again as current that which ho cannot depend on when he 
may stand m ni ed of liis money That the Bank will certainly clear 
8 pci cent upon the notes taken out, supposing them to remain m the 
hands of individuals ever soslioit a time ) for as the capital of the Bank 
should not bo diminished but by money being lent for the service of 
tiade, there never should be less in then power to lend than the S lakhs 
winch was their pnncipal stock before the Company were so much 
indebted. The notes being- payable m ten days and bearing interest for 
that time, will get the better of the shroffs as they would not find it 
answer to take money for so short a time Even supposing they 
should, the Bank will ceitainly have the picfeience moic especially 
when the mteicst given is equal. The form ot the notes should he as 
ncai ilio t -e of the Bank of England as possible particularly in Ibis pait, — 
For the Governor and Company of the Bank ol England. Otherwise w r as 
any accident to happen to the Company, eieiy gentleman of the Coun- 
cil m whose department it may be to sign the notes, wall m law he 
answerable equal to his gi anting a note of hand on account of his 
own pnvate concern. But if they sign — For the Couit of Direetois 
of the United East India Company — then the Company alone aie liable 
and the gentlemen of the Council into whose caic the management of 
the Bank is enti listed, will he safe. The Bank should be opened with 
notes agieeablc to the following numbcis for each Lildi, namely : 


fcole® Value 

10 o£ Bs. lUOO 

each 

lotal Amount 
... 10,01)0 

24 

„ 500 

91 

12,000 

24 

„ 300 

91 

7200 

1O0 

„ 200 

99 

20,000 

200 

„ 100 

99 

2i»,000 

400 

» 60 

91 

20,000 

otO 

>, 20 

99 

1U.800 

1208 



1,00,000 


That after the Bank has Leon some time established, the mauageis 
will he able to judge for what notes tlicie appeals tlie greatest demand. 
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When that is ascei tamed, notes for which thoie has been no call, shall 
be destioj'cd and to their amount otheis shall lie signed which may 
appeal to be most wanted. That whenever small notes begin to cn di- 
late, the Bank will find a gieat advantage, as the diffeient poisons m 
whose hands they may be, will think 6 poi cent a veiygood mtciest on 
money which they can at anytime command. Consequently two-thuds 
of the small notes null in all likelihood lemam out, if we aic to foimany 
judgment fiom those delii oied f 10 m the Bank of England That notes 
being cunent and the mtciest on them accumulating cveiy day at sis 
poi cent will ina slioit lime peihaps cany apiemiumwiththem,as the 
India bonds do m England , because tbe Bank intending to issue no 
moie than 8 lakhs cannot aftei the deliveiy to that amount (except for 
notes biought m for payment) giant any moie without enlaigmg the 
pi e=ent pioposed plan Five pei cent can be got m England on vciy 
good peisonal secunty, 4£. on moitgage, and 4 pei cent m the funds. 
Yet India bonds, because the money may be commanded at any time, 
cariya premium, although they only beoi an interest of 3 pei cent. 
By this we maj' judge that 14 poi cent or 2 pci cent is no object foi 
a poison who is unceitam how long he will he able to lend out lus 
money, and that the diffeience of mtciest is not to be put in competi- 
tion with the satisfaction of knowing that the money is not only safe 
hut leady That it will bo absolutely necessary tlicic should be some 
limitation lcgaiding what may be lent any one peicon Othci wise a veiy 
few may engage the 8 ldklis, m which case the tlioiougli ciiculation will 
stop and the Bank so newly established on the punciple pioposed will not 
be able to go on at least with so little specie as one-thud of the capital 
Therefore no one person should be lent more than Rs 8000 at one 
time, and the Bauk to judge should any second application be made. 
That the Bank would find a very great advantage by opening 
accounts current, allowing thereon an interest of 5 per cent, as 
then all pei sons will be enabled to leceive interest for eveiy rupee 
foi which they have no immediate occasion, and be at hboity to 
diaw on the Bank whenever they may stand in need of the whole oi 
any part of tlio money This will be a check on anj r pel son's own 
books and will prevent Pui voes from making use of oi embezzling 
any large sums of money as the owner will then have occasion but 
foi a trifling sum to defiay petty expenses 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th January 1771 : Rcpoit 
from the Committee of Accounts to the President and Council, dated 
loth Januaiy 1771, Met to take iuto consideration a letter fioni 
Mr. William Taylei proposing a mode for casing the place m point of 
ciuiency by issuing bills from the Bank together with some hints 
from Mi. Robert Blachtoid on the same subject, refeired to us by the 
Boaid the 13th instant (November 1770), also the undermentioned 
books and accounts lef erred under the following dates. .Having 
pei used Mr. Robert Blachford’s lcmaiks lefei red to us by the Boaid 
we are of opinion what he proposes is veiy proper, and that when- 
ever our treasuiy avail admit of our l epaying to the Bank two or three 


1 Pub Dnrj 30 of 1770, G12 G1C. Torrcst’s Ilome Series, II, 1 Jo - IG7. 
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Micks of rupee 1 ?, the same may be carried into execution, and may bo 
attended with great advantages to the trade of the island. But Mr. 
Blackford not being immediately in the Company’s employ, we arc 
apprehensive that referring such a point to him may not meet with the 
Qononrahle Company’s approbation; and even if it was at piescnt 
practicable, we would recommend that the plan bo carried into execu- 
tion upon a smaller scale. In order to enable the Board the more 
speedily to cau-y tho same into execution we would propose that 
il' procurable, two lakhs of rupees bo borrowed for a twelve-month 
certain at lime per cent and that all persons who borrow any sums 
from the Bank, either in monc 3 r or notes, shall execute bonds for the 
same at nine per cent end a term for six months’ certain, with the 
same security ns heretofore practised on all loans taken from the 
Bank. On any sums paid before tho expiration of the six months 
in part discharge of such bonds, no payments to be less than 
Tls 500, only an interest of six per cent to be allowed, and the 
sums to be lent to each respective person to bo left to the discretion 
of the Managers. Wo propose that the notes be printed in sections 
agreeable to the foim herewith presented with the Company’s mark 
in the margin, to be cut through the middle with an instrument 
made for that puipoie, by which one half will remain on the 
Compaii 3 r ’s section and the other half on the notes ; each note to be 
also signed b 3 r the Managers of the Bank. It appeals to us that it 
will be also necessary to have an office for the Bank in the Castle 
with an additional Assistant as Cashier and a Shroff and a Puivoe 
for Ins assistance. We would also recommend that deposits may 
be received to bear an interest of six per cent, provided they are 
not repaid within ten days, and each deposit not to be less than 
Rs. 1000. 1 

Read (ICth January 1771) the above report from the Committee 
of Accounts on the subject of the proposed notes to bo issued from 
the Bank, but as the present great scarcity of money renders it 
- impossible to carry the same into immediate execution, it is agreed 
to defer it till a future opportun^, 5 

The following extracts show that long after the foundation of 
the Bank tho Company continued to lend money to native 
merchants : 

Consultation, 13th December 1731 : Ambaulds Takidds requests a 
loan out of the Company’s treasury of Rs. 50,000, he and Ldldds 
offering to give their joint and separate bonds for the same at three 
quarters per cent per month interest, which is agreed to." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10tli February 1735 : Navroji 
Rustauiji and Fluvaji Dliaramset requesting a loan of Rs. 1,70,000 
on tlieir joint bond for the term of three months at the rate of three 
quarters per cent per month, and as we have no immediate occasion 
for the money, and that our complying will bo an additional 
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advantage to the Honourable Companj' by increasing tbeii customs, 
tlic same is agreed to 1 * 

Slnvaji Dliaiamset requesting a loan of Its 70,000 for thicc months 
at mteicst, it is agreed to comply therewith, as it will be a gam to 
oui Honouiable Wasters of so much interest and an encoui.iyement 
to the tiade of the Island ~ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd Februaiy 173S ■ The 
Picsident dcsiies the consent of the Board for his boi rowing out of 
the tieasuiy the sum of Rs 30,000 foi a month’s time at inteiest, 
which is agiocd to 3 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th July 1760 : Lcttei from 
the Collector to the Piesulent, 29th Julj* 1760. Agieeable to your 
older signified to mo by the Secietaiy, I have duly lceeivcrl hom 
the New Forlihcation Paymaster tlie sum of Rs 630-1-39 being onc- 
foutth part the value of Jivanset l’adamset’s house pulled down in 
the j'oai 1757 The same is duly bi ought to his ci edit in account 
w ith the Honouiable Company Regarding the pioducc of bis oaits, 
they having been for some ycais past managed by the Honouiable 
Company’s mspcctoi, it appeals by accounts in the Collectors office 
that then real value or produce is hardly at piesent Rs 200 a year 
This was chiefly owing to _the bad state they wcie in befoie the 
Honourable Company took them into their own hands, and this 
with care might still be impioved. Two men KAnabhai Vitlioji nnd 
Hmyi Madanji now offer Rs 300 a j’ear for the said oaits valued 
by the vcrcadores, provided they can have them for nine j-eais 
It your Honour appiove it, the same may be lcntcd to them, 
and the pioducc paid annually against Ins debt to the Honourable 
Company. Another small oait at JJ alum is allotted foi Jn an set 
Padamset m tiuck foi that pait of his oaifc cut down foi making 
the foi titled line to Back Bay With this he pui poses subsisting 
himself and family The lesult must depend solely upon his own 
industry, as the chaiges on the said oait aTe in fact moic [at 
present) than the pioducc amounts to 1 

A Consultation, 29tli July 1700. Read the above letter fiom the 
Collectoi setting foitli that he lias been oflcied Rs 300 a year 
foi the oaits belonging to Jivanset Padamset, presided they aie let 
for the term of nine yeais. On this the Collector is oulered to 
make the best agreement in his power about the said oarts that 
the pioducc may be applied towards dischaiging Jivanset’s debt to 
our Honourable Mastcis 5 

"Bombay Government Consultation, 7th April 1776 The letteifiom 
the Governor Geneial and Council uas dated the 8th Januarv in uluch 
they acquainted us it was not in then powei to furnish us with lenut- 


1 Bom Got Consultation lOtli Feb 1735, Pub Dirrv 8 of 1731-35, C7 , 

3 Bora Goi Consultation llth-12tli Feb 1737, Pub Diar\ 10 of 1730-37, 2G 

3 Bam Goa. Consultation 3nl Fell 173S, Puli JVi n 11 0 f 1737-3S, 29 

•Tub Dinrj 35 of 17G0, 570-G71 

r Bom. Goa Consultation 29tli Jul) 17C0, Puli, Piaij 35 of 17G0, CG5 
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lances lo pay off our bond debt, and observed that even if the}- could 
s-paic so large a sum the loss the Company would sustain by the, 
exchange and by so considerable a diminution of the cunent specie of 
those Provinces would piobabty equal the single advantage we should 
dciive fiom the annual saving of so much inteiest. They were of 
opinion however thoie wcie other means more regular and moieeasyby 
which the same end might be in a great degiee attained, and which 
they lecommcndcd on the stiength of their own experience, namely to 
open our treasury for the lcceipt of all new loans, which might be ten- 
deied at five per cent, aud to appropriate the amount subsciabed to pay 
off the old debt, or if this measure should fail at Bombay they were of 
opinion it might be accomplished by lemittanccs fiom that Presidency 
made by individuals, as the laigc payments which had been made of 
their bonded debt had left large sums in the hands of the oiiginal 
p ropuclors which they could have no better means of employing. 1 * 3 

Two days later the J3oaid obscive : The above expedient pioposcd by 
the Governor Gcncial and Council for lessening our bond debt is totally 
impracticable at this Presidency, but if any money should be 1 emitted 
fiom thence by private persons at the interest they mention we will 
willingly receive it. At the same time we must rcmailt that although 
our tieasury has been so long open for the receipt of money at nine per 
cent, none has been remitted fiom Bengal even for that advantageous 
interest. 0 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th July 1778 : A list of the 
Bond ci editors is now laid before us agreeable to older whereby we 
observe on the 1 st of May when the accounts were last closed, it 
amounted to Bs. 27,92,370-3-87. Ordered that the list be enteied 
after this Consultation foi the notice of the Honourable Company who 
will obscive that few individuals at the other Presidencies appear 
therein As the debt due fiom the treasury to the Bank now amounts 
lo a very laige sum aud appears annually to mcioase by the accumu- 
lation of interest, the Honourable Company must be desiied to give 
us tlieir diiections whether to fix it at a certain sum or to unite it off 
altogether and establish a new Bank whenever the state of our finances 
will permit 5 

The following extracts lelatc to the wages of unskilled labour in 
Bombay : 

Bombay lettei to Mr. Brabourn, 17th September 1696 : We gladly 
licai that you aic so well provided with materials for building and 
do not question but that the Honourable Lieutenant Genoial and 
Council at Madias will do tlieir utmost lo supply you with workmen. 
Wc hope they will be able to do the same with coolies for w r e esteem it 
impossible for us to supply coolies Since the war on the island not 
onc-half the necessary number has been available To obtain even 
wliat wc have Las liecn a heavy cost to the Honourable Company, they 
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• Bom Gov. Consult? tion 9lh April 1770, Tub. Diaiy 09 of 1770, 1S4. 

3 Bom. Go\. Consultation 29th July 177S, I’ub. Diary 74 of 1778, C61 -SG2. 
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lwing a people so necessary foi tlic good of the island and the increase 
oC tlic Company's lcvcnue 1 

Court to Bombay, 21st Febiuaiy 1717 : Remember to take into 
your pailieulai caic the soil of Ivolis on Bonilmy which by the 
constitution oC the island aic accounted a kind of slaves to in Wc told 
you how useful they aie And yom letlci of the 21th February lakes 
notice of them that they may be made useful, and that the boys wcic 
oideied to be put out to several handicmfb trades Adusc ns vcaily 
what sendee they do u« Wc undentand they aie moie to Ik depend- 
ed on as to fidelity ingenuity' and labounousncss Ilian any other If 
so y'ou may' encourage them when necessary by advancing then pay of 
fom Xeiaphins a month We find y r ou have made an adtancc m the 
case of other labouieis As to theii gnimbling because tliey' liave so 
small wage* when they can cam half a Xeiaphin a day, consjdci them 
a sort of slaves, and then y ou have an answer w hy tliey’ should woik 
cheaper for us than foi others s 

Bombay Goi eminent to the Collector of the lent, 30th January 
1740 : Ovdeicd tliat the Robs' wages allowed by the Company' be 
incicascd to a half mpcc a month each man. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6tli October 1767 * We 
(committee of accounts) observe of the different account disbursements, 
now befoie us, that the wages of laboureis in the lcspechve offices aie 
considerably higher than they were EOme years ago 'Hus inciease was 
at liist occasioned by the gieat demand foi labouieis on account of the 
new fortifications duirag tlio late French wai. But as the number 
of workmen now employed on this service is greatly dcci cased, wc beg 
1 leave to lccommend to the Boaid’s consideration whethei tlio wages of 
the lahouieio iu gcneial might not be consideiably loweied, wlueh the 
present plenty and cheapness of rice induces us to think might be 
easily effected. 1 

Bombay’ Government Consultation, 13th Octobei 1767 Wc approve 
the above rcmaik upon the high juice of labour And as neither that 
nor the late of hamalage lias for some years been legulatcd, it is 
agieed to appoint a committee foi tins puipo*e to consist of JTessis. 
Boddam, Joivis, and IVIostyTi, taking the Engincei to their assistance 5 

Report from the Committee to the Piesident and Governor, 13th Fehin- 
aiy 1768, In consequence of yoiu Honour’s order of the 1 3th Octobei last 
(176 / ) foi lcgulating the pay r of labouieis and rates of hamalage, w e lm e 
duly’ considered the same and taken all possible information regaidmg 
them Astothcfiistw'c aie of opinion that twelve piee a day’ or 63 ies° 
foi nine houis foi an able-bodied laboiucr and less in piopoi lion a<nceable 
to their ago and stiength, will be fully sufficient aud that none but 
oveiseois should be paid moie either on the Honourable Company's 


J See. Out. L B G of 1604 - 1G0G, 3G. 


, ' 0o 1 u J^ to Bombay 21st Feb 1717 para 75, Comp of Standing Ord.VoI. I of I71C- 
1/21, JG2. 1 Revenue Diary 22 of 1798, 20G3. 

. gom Gov Consultation GUi Oct. 17G7, Tub Diary 19 of 1767, 54S 
! ®° m Qo '; Consultation 13th Oct. 1767, Tub Diaiy 49 of 17G7, 533. 
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works only 01 by private poisons (the oilier side people only excepted), 
and even not those unless it be impossible to get them without an 
advanced late. As to the hamalage we now enclose your Honour 
two different lists of lates theieof, numbeis 1 and 2 , the fust being 
what we deem a reasonable and sufficient allowance and the latter 
being the muMdanis of the hamah’ proposals, less than which they 
rcpiosent they cannot engage for. We therefore leave it to your Honour 
to approve whichever of the two you may judge most piopcr : 1 

List No. 1. Rates of hamalage pioposed bj r the Committee : On 
all wcighable goods whether staples in bags or other packages from 
the Bandar Pier to the Company’s bandar warehouse 1 1 annas the Surat 
man, and to the adjacent houses as far as the Governors and in a 
line thereuntil 1 pice the Surat man; to the bazar and distant parts 
of the English houses near the Ramparts 11 pice the Surat man ; 
from the custom house to the paits of the baz&r adjacent 1 pice the 
Surat man , and to the distant paits of the bazar or English houses 
1 i pice the Suiat man. 2 


From the Pier Head to the Company’s Bandar Warehouse : 

rice. 

A leaguer of liquor ... ... ... l(j 

A. Lutt ... ... ... ... 12 

A pipe ... ... ... ... 0 

A hogshead .. ... ... ... G 

A leaguer to tlio adjacent houses as far as the Gover- 
nors ... ... ... ... 4S 

A butt do. ... 3G 

A pipe do. ... 27 

\ hogshead do. ... 18 

A leaguci to the baz.ir and distant p.-uts ... 72 

A butt do. ... ... 54 

A pipe do ... ... 40 

A hogshead do. ... ... 27 


Weighing and storage as allowed in the Company’s 
Weighing charges each : 

Bombay lhandi 

Bale of goods, such as silk or silk or cotton piece goods, 
if carried liy 4 h.imdls 
If cainod by one on Ins hack ... 

Cotton to any u alehouse within the lino of the cliuich 
, Cotton to any warehouse at or without the old MAndvi 
Piece goods m chests, 15 to 20 pico each ... 

Chests of hquois ... 

l)o to the paits near the It.imparts 


warehouses. 

PlCC. 

10 

20 

10 

10 

15 

20 

30 

40 


List No. 2. I-Iamals’ price? for their hamalage on sundry goods 
for bringing from the water side to the wai eliouses in town, weighing 
and carrying from the warehouses to the water side" : ° 


Ono halo of cotton, bringing fiom the Pierhead 
to the warehouses of Mr. England, Mr. 

ELuntor, Lav]i, Apollo Gate, Church Gato, 158 V rs 
or any other warehouses ... ... 0 0 DO 

Ono halo of cotton from tho Pier head to the 

ha/dr ... ... ... 0 0 7D 


1 Pub. Diary 30 of 176S, 1G9-170. 9 Pub. Diary 50 of 17G8, 170 • 171. 

a Pub. Diaiy 50 of 1708, 171. 
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One lulc of cotton from any w.uehrm&e to sciow 0 0 5i) 

Do fiom sciew house to tho Pici 

head .. . .. ..0 0 25 

One lcaguei of armck from tho Piei head to 

any warehouse .. ... .300 

Ono pqio of madcim from the Pier head to any 

warehouse from 3 qrs to ... ... 1 0 0 

One hogshead of liquor from tho Pier head to 

any w.uehou'e .. . . . 0 1 50 

One diest of liquor from tho Pier head to any 

w alehouse ... ... 0 2 0 

One lhandi of any goods from thePiei head to 

any w.utdiousc and w cighrng ..010 

One camstci of sugar fiom the Pier head to .my 

warehouse and w oighing . .. 0 0 50 

One large hale of Bengal piece goods from the 

Pierhead t«> any warehouse with 12 liainals 12 0 

One large hale of Bengal piece goods fiom the 

Pier head to any waioliousc with 8 liaiuaJs 0 3 0 

Ono small hale of Bengal piece goods from the 

Piet head to any w ai chouse with 4 hamtflb 0 10 

One hag of .1 ambus ir gram from the waterside 

to tho Mandn . .. .. 0 0 23 

Company's goods, non copper and lead, for 
bunging from the waterside to the waic- 
him&e,20 res for bringing and 20 for u eigli- 
mg a Uianrfi .. ... 0 0 40 

Company’s one bale of cloth for bringing to 

the warehouse ... ... ... 0 0 10 

One bale of Cambay Surat pieco goods for 

bringing to the naichouse . . 0 0 20 

One bale of Cambay Surat piece poods for 
cany mg to the Pier head from, tho ware- 
house . .. 0 0 20 

One lianel of gunpowder from the Fuwdcr 

house to the Fort Magazine .. ..0 0 15 

One lirge bale of piece goods fiom the Pier 

head to any waiehuu.se 0 0 GO 

One large bag of gram to out the gate of Mauds l 

oi custom house 0 0 50 

One bale of cotton fiom tho waterside to the 

custom house ... .00 GO 

Ono bale of cotton from the custom house to 

any warehouse . ... .. 0 0 50 

One titan of any goods from custom house to 

shopkeepers m tho bazir ... .005 

One canister of mgai from the Pier head to 

the custom house ... 0 10 

One cask of rpdlead from the Pier head to the 

custom house . . . .10 0 


Bombay Government Consultation, 26th Fcbruaiy 17GS • Iteperiised 
the lcpoit fiom the committee appointed to regulate the price o£ 
laboui and hamalagc, wheiem they fix the foimei at 12 pice a day 
or 63 res foi 9 horns £oi eveiy able-bodied lahotuer and less in pio- 
poition to the age and st length of otheis. They likewise enclose two 
lists oC the rates of hamalagc, one framed by them and the other by 
harn&ls, the foimei of winch is appioved , but as Mr .Terns, one of the 
committee, now exposes a fcai that the hamdls wall not be satisfied 
therewith, ho and Mi. Byley (who is apjioratcd m tho room of 
Mi Boddam) aie oideied to take the opinions of the puneipal and 
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most disinterested meicliants thereon in order as much as possible to 
pievont any intcuuption to the tiade of the place. The late of labour 
is appioved and the necessary oiders to be issued to the sovcial offices 
to observe the same. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th February 1788 : As the 
regulations submitted to us by the Chief of Thrtna, l dative to the hire 
of bigdns in Srilsette, appear conducive to prevent the inhabitants 
being oppiesscd, ve readily give them our sanction and they must be 
enfoiced accordingly 2 

The following extracts relate to the slave tiade chiefly until 
Madagascar : 

Bombay to Suiat, 17th February 1677 : Please to order whether 
the Company's thiee slaves shall be sent to SI. Helena in the Bantam 
ship. 3 

Bombay to St. Helena, 3 Pth Mai eh 1077: Having lcceived older 
from the Honouiable Piesident and Council in Smat to Ecnd such slaves 
of the Honourable Company as we have heic, to their Island of St. 
Helena, these aie to advise you that we have put on board the ship 
Peisia JUci chant four men slaves, and heie enclosed send you the 
Captain’s receipt of them that there may be no demur when you make 
demand of them. 1 

Court to Suiat, 13th Maicli 1683 : His Majesty hath required 
of us to send to Tndia to provide for him there one male and two 
female blacks. They must be dwarfs of the least size that you 
can procure ; the male to be about 17 years of age and the female 
about 14. Next to tlieir littleness we would have you to choose 
such as may have the best fcatuics, and to send them home upon 
any of our ships, giving the Commander great charge to take 
caic of tlieir accommodation, and in paiticular of the female that 
she be in no way abused in the voyage by any of the seamen. For 
their provision and clothes you must take care to lay it in, and 
let them be set out with such car and nose rings and shackles for 
ornament about their legs (of false stones and brass but not with 
gold) as is usual to weai in the countiy. But let them not be worn 
by them in the voyage, but sent to us apart. 5 

Bombay to St Helena, 18th January 1GS7 • This serves to 
accompany the Kent, who has on board four black men which we 
send ior the use of oui Bight Honourable Masters as appeals by 
the enclosed leeeipt under the Captain’s band, 5 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 2Gth Feb 17CS, Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 1G8 
5 Born. Gov Consultation 12tli Feb 17S8, Pub, Dmty 02 of 1788, 133. Comp, of 
Standing Old. Vol 2 of 1730-1788, 181 

s Bombay to Surat 17 Ui Feb 1G77, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1G77-1GS7, 1G. Foi rest's 
Homo Senes, 1, 124 

* Bombay to St. Helena 10th March 1G77, See. Out, L. B. 4 of 1G77-1G87, 23. 
Fonest’s Homo Senes, 1. 127. 

0 Court to Suiat 13th Match 1GS3, Pub, Dep. Couit’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1G81-1G85 42 
« Bom. to St Helena 18th Jan. 1(»S7, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677- 1G87, 51. 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 27th August 1736. A report 
is laifl before the Board of the Cotheca received by the 1 Tan ington 
as follows : 

Men ... ... ... .. 40 

Large boys ... ' ... . . 17 

tVonien anti guls . ... .. 72 

Cbildion not yet fit lot eei vice .. . SO 

Total ... 105 

And the President proposing to the consideiation of the Boaid 
in what inannei to employ them, it is judged that the men will he 
most serviceable on board the vessels as manners, the l.ngc boys to 
be put into tlie mai me yat d ami there bred up as cai pcntci s caulkci s 
and sawyers, and the ay omen and girls to be employed as liguris 
oi labouiers upon the Honouiable Company's woilcs This is 
accoulingly resolved on; and the childicn as they glow up, to he 
employed as nboveinentioned 1 * 3 

Letter from Dr. David Drummond to the President and Council, 
1st September 1736 Having liad the caie of 165 slaves from the 
Island of Madagascar to this place, I humbly hope your Honouis 
Avill allow me such a gratuity as to you shall seem proper s 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd September 173G: Dr. 
Dai-id Diummond of the Haiunqton requesting to be alloAved a 
gratuity for his caic of .the slaves brought on that ship from 
Madagascar, it is agreed to refer the same to the Honourable 
Company a 

Bombay Goi'einment Consultation, 21st October 1736 Pursuant 
to the Honourable Company's oidcis in the IStli paiagiapliof their 
letter of 5th December 1735, directed that ten of the slaves be sent 
on the Lynn for St. Helena, namely 5 ivoinen 3 boys and 2 gills, 
all the men being employed on boaid oui ciui'-eis 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th January 1737 : Oideicd 
that 6 Avoincn and 4- boys of the Cofhces bo sent to St Helena on 
each ship (the men being all out on boaid the cruizers) ; and that 
the usual supply of giain and aiTaclc he sent them/’ 

Letter from Messis J, Montgomeiy and R Shutei to Bombay 
Government, dated Bombay ICtli January 1737 : As Ave conceive 
it to be your Honour's pleasure to send on each of our ships sonic 
slaves for the service of St. Helena (whereof sis aic to he women), 
Ave beg leave to represent the inconveniences that aa c appi ehend 
will occut fiom such your resolution : (1) We haA’e no con\'cnicnccs 
on board lor the accommodation of such people, bung quite full 
between decks aud then mixing witli the ship's company, especially 
the women (who wc cannot contrive how to keep separate), aviII 


1 Bow. Gov. Consultation 27Ui Aug I73C, Tub. Diary 9 of 1736, 305. 

3 Puli. Diary Oofl 730, 312 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 3id Sept 1730, Tub Diary 9 of 1730, 30S 
A Bom. Gov Consultation 21it Oct 1730, Tub Diary 9 of 1770, 123 
3 Bom. Gov. Consultation Olli Jan 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 173S-S7, 2 
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occasion such irregularities ns may in all likelihood put us under 
the greatest difficulties both with regard to health and good 
discipline. (2) Sliould our passage round the Cape prove otherwise 
than favourable, the ill accommodation we arc able to give these 
people might possibly subject them to that common evil the scurvy 
which complicated with what we have above represented, might 
infect in a most fatal manner both our ships’ cicws, the consequence 
of which your Honours are sufficient judges of. AVlicrcfoie wo 
humbly pi ay your Honours will for the above reasons wait some 
other opportunity for remitting the above slaves and thereby 
prevent the mischiefs which on the contrary seem to present. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th November 173S: Our 
Honourable Masters having been pleased to direct a number of 
slaves may be sent annually for the supply of their island of 
St. Helena ; Onlei eel that 3 men 5 women and 4 children be now 
sent, and a further number on the Nassau when she sails. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation. 2nd April 1739 : Taking into 
consideration our Honourable Masteis 1 oideis concerning the division 
of the Colfrec slaves to be sent to Madrasm equal proportions between 
our two settlements, the President lemarks that our greatand e\ ident 
want of men in our piescnt situation hail induced him to give 
oideis for the disciplining the small number lcmaining of the 
males, being no more than 42, and making them serviceable in 
the military in which they have arrived at such expertness in the 
use of firearms that they were much preferable to the topasses 
who are dwindled and decayed, so that few aic left fit for service. 
That in the way they arc now employed they arc too necessary to 
pait with. And as we apprehend our necessities will justify to 
our Honourable Masteis our detaining them, it is agreed that wo 
.send on this ship only the supernumerary women to the number ol 
i’9 with their children, and that older be given accordingly. 8 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd May 1741 The 
President mentions that the inhabitants frequently disposing of 
their slaves to others who are of a different caste or sect, creates 
great uneasiness and trouble, and repeated applications aie made 
to him on the subject fiom'thc Mariithas That in oider 
effectually to remove any matter of complaint in future, a publica- 
tion be issued absolutely foibidding undei a penalty of Its. 100 
any whomsoever to sell or buy a slave but from or to one who is 
of the same caste and religion To this the Board agrees, and 
orders n publication to be fiarned to the above tenour 1 

Publication by older of the Honourable Stephen Law, Piesidont 
and Governor of Bombay, 3rd Juue 1741 • Whereas expenenco 
hath shown the custom which hitherto prevailed on this Island of 
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1 Pub Dmij 10 of 173G 37, 1G-17 

2 bom. Gov. Consultation 20th Kov 1738, Pub Diary 1 1 of 1737-38, 309, 

‘ lloni Gov. Consulr.ition 2nd April 1739, Pub. Dmiy 12 of 173S 39, 109-110- 

4 Horn Got. CWultalun L2i il Mnv 1741, Pub. Diaiy 11 of 1710-41, 205, 

n 1S3 — 33 
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persons Inlying and selling slaves from or to ■whomsoever without 
any rcgaid to their caste or religion of the persons so purchasing 
or selling, has been attended with great inconveniences and 
frequently occasions disputes and troubles to the Government of 
this island, the said President and Governor by and with the advice 
and consent of his Council doth lieicby order and diiect that from 
and after publication hcieof no slave either male or female be 
bought or sold to any person but such w ho are of the same caste 
and religion both with respect to the seller and pmchasei. Any 
person who shall presume to act contraiy to this older, shall lie 
subject to a fine of Its 100 for every slave so bought or sold, 
and the slave to be ictumed on the seller’s bands. To the end 
that no pei son may plead ignorance, the said President and 
Govemoi hath caused these presents to be published by beat of 
drum and affixed in the usual places. Given in Bombay Castle 
this 3id day of June in the j'car of our Lord 1741 J 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th September 1741 . The 
land paymaster reports he has leceived fioin our Honourable 
Masters’ ship Onxloiv 19 slaves brought fiom Madagascar, namely 
14 men 2 boys and 3 women. Consideiing bow to employ the men 
most for our Honourable Masteis’ adi ant.ige, we cannot at the same 
time help remarking that fiom the experience of thosi aliuady 
herc they aie but of little service and the maintenance of them far 
exceeds the expense of pay to the otlici common labouicis. Whether 
fiom the change of climate or what other cause we cannot say. the 
Madagascar slaves do not appear of a constitution mlmst enough to 
beai any laborious uoik adequate to the charge' inclined Wc 
me of opinion the only method will be to employ them in the 
inilitaiy. The Paymaster is theiefoic diiectcd to furnish those 
now leceived as well as the otheis on the place, with proper 
accoutieinents, and the officeis are enjoined to render them expeit 
in the use of firearms. 5 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st January 1713 As the 
Madagascar slaves aie of no manner of use licie and aie expensive 
to the Honouiable Company, the Board are of opinion that it will 
be best to send them down the coast on these ships to be employed 
on Dhnimapatan, wheic they will be of sei vice in planting and 
cultivating the land which w ill bear the expense of them , and can 
be emploj’ed as soldieis on any occasion '* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th April 174S . Several 
robberies as well as some cruel murders having been lately com- 
mitted m which there are stiong suspicions though no proof of 
coffi.ee slaves being concerned, it is considcied on this occasion that 
persons being possessed of slaves, who, there is great icason to 
believe, have not means sufficient to support such their slaves in an 


1 See. Out. L B 8 of 173S ■ 1741. 

’Bom Gov. Consultation lOtli fcept 1741, Tub Dinry llof 1740-41, 312. 
1 Bora. Go% Consultation 21st Jan 1743, Pub Diary 1G of 1743, 13-20 
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honest livelihood, must be productive of many ills to- the peace and 
■welfare of his Majesty’s subjects on this island ; Resolved there- 
fore a publication lie issued requiring all manner of persons of 
what religion or degree soever to exhibit unto the Collector of the 
revenues on or before the 28th instant (April 1748) an attested list 
of what slaves they are possessed of, whether male or female, 
specifying their names ages and native country and provided after 
the expiration of the time nbovementioned any person shall be 
found possessed of any slave not inserted in the list abovementioned 
and which were such persons’ pi operty at or before the time of 
this publication, it is fuitlier resolved that such slave or slaves 
shall be forfeited to the Honourable Company, and the informer 
by whose means the same shall be duly proved shall have a rewaul 
of Rs. 10 for every slave so forfeited, to bo paidjby the owner of 
such slave. Directed therefore that a publication be accordingly 
made and affixed in the usual places. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8tli May 1748: Mr. Dorril 
lays before the Board a list of slaves belonging to different people 
on this island, which has been taken by him conformable to our 
publication noticed in our Consultation of the 19tli ultimo (April 
1748), which is ordered to lay upon the table for our coming to 
some resolution thereon. 2 

Court to Bombay, 25th October 1752 : We are fully satisfied 
that Madagascar coffrees will be of great service to us in many 
respects at our Presidency of Bombay especially they will make 
good soldiers, as the President and Council of Port Saint George 
have assured us that their behaviour in the field is equal to the 
Europeans, and that they arc as much dreaded by the Moors In 
order therefore to supply you with a number of them, we now 
despatch our own ship the Siualloiv, burthen 180 tons. Captain 
John Bell Commander, to Madagascar, and have directed Captain 
Bell and Mr. John Cleugh, or the commander and chief mate for 
the time being, to proceed to St. Augustin’s Bay and then to such 
other ports or places upon the said island -where they have reason 
to hope for success, there to purchase 800 slaves and as many more 
as can be conveniently stowed in the Swalloir, if to be procured in 
the time limited in their instructions ; two -thirds of which are to- 
be able bodied men and well giown boys. 

You will observe by our said agents’ instructions, a copy of which- 
is now forwarded to you, that we have agreed to allow them the 
following commissions or rewards, namely to Captain John Bell 
20s. a head for so many as shall be delivered to you alive, and in 
like mamier Gs. 8d. a head unto Mr. John Cleugh, which you are 
hereby directed to pay them accordingly. But if Captain Bell or, 
Mr. Cleugh shall die before the business at Madagascar is fully 
completed, in such cases we have reserved the distribution of the 
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deceased’s commission in such nianuci and among such poisons ns 
wc shall judge equitable, and thcrefoic you must wait for oui 
oidcis for the distribution thereof. 

You will likewise obscivo liy the said instructions that we have 
agreed to allow to our said agents five shillings a head for so many 
slaves as they shall assist the Ih agon with, which you aro to pay 
to them accoidinglj T upon then producing pi oper certificates theieoi 
undci the hands ot the lh agon's agents, subject nevertheless to tile 
above restrictions m case oi the death of Captain Bell or Mi Clough 

If you find the smgeon has taken apiopercaie of the slates, 
you are hereby directed to pay Imn five shillings a headfoi so many 
as shall be delivei ed alive. 

Although our principal view in sending you Madagascar cotfiees 
is to have them suiviecable m the mihtaiy and the marine, }’ot wc 
shall leave it to j'oui prudence to employ them in such manlier and 
m such places as may best contubutc to the Company’s inteiest 

You nic to treat oui sla\ es humanely , and although they are 
to be looked on as our sole property, yet they me to have all fitting 
and proper encouragement that they may cheerfully perfonn then 
duty rn whatever station you shall think proper to employ them 

That we may have the greatest benefit horn the serucc ot 
our slaves, you are hereby directed to appoint a committee to 
consider of the pioporest measures for renrleirng them most useful 
to u.s, as likewise to regulate their habitation, diet, and clothing, 
in such a mannci as may best contribute to their health and make 
then servitude easy to them. What occuis to us ns necessary on 
this occasion is that they bo lodged together in a coni cnicnt place 
or places, under the particular inspection oi some tiusty poison or 
poisons to bo appointed foi that pui pose ; that the soldieiy and 
others ha\o ns little rnteicoui so with them as possible to pi event 
tlicii being debauched by them, that tlicii diet and clothing bo 
ascei tabled, which is to be i easunable and fully sufficient foi them ; 
that the slaves be acquainted with the paiticulais of their said diet 
and clothing ; that ii they aie not duly supplied therewith, they 
may, on complaining to you, have justice done them , that they ho 
attended, when sick, hy oiu surgeons with as much caie ns flic 
soldieiy. These hints aie to he ohseivcd hy the committee ns 
instructions foi fonning piopei regulations which when methodized 
and nnpioved, and whatever else shall appear neccssaiy is added, 
they aie to lepoit the ■whole to you, that you may he enabled to 
fix upon and cause to bo cariied into execution such lulcs and 
regulations as you shall judge will best answer oui intentions, and 
we particulnily recommend it our President to see them effectually 
executed 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23ul-2-lth July 1753 The 
Ilonouiablc Company having recommended some points to oui con- 

1 Court to Gomliij 23th Ot.1 1752 pirns 1-S, Puh. Dli> Cum l*- Litter Vol I uf 
1752- 17.31,, ., SI-11 
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side ration and in a more particular manner to the President in 
rcg.iid to the slaves expected by the Swallow, he proposes for the 
present that Messrs. Sewell, Symmons, and Hodges be a coimnitteo 
for ovei seeing them, and having drawn out some regulations, ho 
recommends them to their consideration. 1 

Letter from Mr. Price Secretary, to Messrs. John Sowell 
Symmons and Hodges, dated Bombay 27th July 1753 You being 
appointed a committee for framing regulations lor the better gov- 
ci niuent of the Madagascar slaves, herewith you will receive copy of 
the 8th paragraph of letter of 25tli October 1752 of the Honourable 
Couit ol' Dii ectois- relating thereto, to which the President has added 
the following which he recommends to your serious consideration : 
In legaid to their employ, lie proposes that 100 of the ablest bodied 
men be stationed in the train of m tillery. The remainder of the 
men to be equally divided among the military and mniinc. The 
hoys to be put under the caic of the master attendant for their being 
trained up carpenteis caulkers and smiths, of which the island is 
in much want The women and girls to pick oakum or do any 
other sei vice that maj' be requited. The cofirccs at piescnt on the 
island to the number of about 50 to be incorporated with the rest 
excepting the men who from a habit of idleness having for some 
tune past been under no order or conti olment, may the easier 
debauch the new comers. It is proposed that they be immediately 
employed in the cruizers. In regard to tlicii habitation, it will be 
necessary that some commodious one be pitched on which is left 
to the disci etion of the committee , but as the Steal lotu is shortly 
expected, the house formerly built for the weavers may for the 
present sullice Thoir diet and clothing . A particular regard to 
the diet of the slaves to preserve their health and thereby render 
them more fit for effectual scivicc being essentially necessary, a 
sober judicious peison should have the cate of inspecting their 
provisions to prevent any abuses in their quality that so the slaves 
having no cause of complaint, their servitude may become easjn 
A sober humane man to bo in the natuic of a guardian to the slaves, 
having his habitation near them to pvevent any irregularities. 
Their food to be good hldcliadi and fish five days in the week and 
two days flesh provisions ; each man to have one rupee and each 
woman half rupee for purchasing tobacco hotel and other trifles; 
and that some of the waste giound near the powder mill be allotted 
l'oi inising greens for themselves. The slaves in the train to have 
two pair of dangri drawers and two Banian shirts every six months 
and a cap and uniform perpet coat every year. Those in the 
military the same. Those in the cruizers, linen the same and a 
broadcloth coat and cap once a year. The boys to have two blue 
dangri Banian shirts and two pair drawers twice a year ; and as tlicy 
arc to bo under the master attendant and may occasionally be 
employed on private work, he is .to he accountable for their pay, 
■which will in some measure alleviate the Honourable Company of 
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tliciv chtngcs. The women to have four Inngis and four blue hand- 
kerchiefs every year. Positive ordeis to bo given to the land and 
sea officers that they be tiented with the gientest human it}’, carefully 
instiucted in tlicir respective piofessions, and on no account what- 
ever be made cither servants or drudges. These are intended as 
general hints ; it is left to the Committee to add or diminish as 
they may deem requisite. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th September 1753 : Bead 
a letter iiom Captain J. Clcugli requesting head-money on the 
slaves landed here and dcliicicd to the Dragon being 71 as per 
ceitificatcs pioduccd, signed by Captain Kent and Mr. Michael 
Morgal, which is ordered to be paid. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st September 1753’ Being 
disappointed in the number of slaves received by the Su allow, the 
w hole number of men now on the Islnnd being 33, rcsohed that 
they be employed in the cruizois, namely 1C on board the Pi oledov 
10 on board the Bombay giab and 10 on board the Gvauhan, with 
strict injunctions to the commanders to teach them their duty nnd 
treat them humanely , icsolvcd likewise that the women and girls 
be employed in the powder house and the boys in the marine yard 
The small number of slaves received by this ship gi\ es us little 
cncouiagement for letuining the Snalloio to Madagascai on the 
Honourable Company’s account But ns fiom his late experience 
Captain Clough must be the propercst judge, he is called before the 
Boat d and his opinion being asked dcclaics theic is i cry little. 
probability to hope for success, and then withdrew. This being 
taken into consideration together with the latitude given by the 
Honourable Company to employ her in any stntion we might judge 
most beneficial foi their interest, and as we arc greatly distressed 
for want of the Guardian now at Gombioon, resolved that the 
Sioallow be despatched thither to relieve her 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th July 1 756 : The Super- 
intendent repotting that the commanders ot the cruizers ba\o 
represented to him that they find it impracticable to make use of 
the Madagascar slaves who were received by Shallow and destined to 
the marine agreeable to a resolution of Council the 21st Septembei 
1753, since from their dislike to the sea they attempt to desert 
on every occasion, and the Superintendent recommending their 
being employed os labourers in the marine yaid, it is agieed that 
they be oidered to that duty 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24th Juno 1757 . The Super- 
intendent reports that the Madagascar slaves ha\ e lately committed 
many gieat disorders and cannot be made useful in the marine, 
though they have been veiy much encouraged Ordcicd that he 
deliver them over to the new fortification paymaster, to he 


i Pub Diary 2G of 1753, 237-230. 

- Bom. Gov. Diary 18th fcept 1753, Tul'. Diary 2G of 1753, 31S 

3 Horn Gov. Consultation 21st fcept 1753, Tub Dnry 2G of 1753, 324-325. 

4 Bum Goi. Consultation 20tli July 1750, Pab Diary 20 of 175G, 2GS 
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confined to work in chains with lascar’s allowance only, till they 
do alter their behaviour. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd August 1757 : The 
Superintendent alleges that the Madagascar slaves lately oidered 
on the works have given assurance o£ altering their behaviour 
and beg to be employed in sawing in the marine yaid. Agreed 
that as many of them be returned to him as he may have occasion 
for. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th September 1757 : There 
being some male . slaves lately brought here by a vessel from 
Madagascar, ordered that they be purchased to bo sent to Madras 
by the first conveyance in consequence of the President and 
Council’s request. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th October 1757 : The 
Madras gentlemen advising that slaves are wanted nt St. Helena 
and a vessel having brought some a few days since from Mada- 
gascar, resolved that we endeavour to purchase all the males to be 
sent thither. 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th October 1762; Ordered 
that public notice be affixed that we will receive proposals on 
Tuesday the 26th instant (October 17 62) fi om any persons w ho 
may be desnous oi contacting with the Ilonourabfe Company for 
slaves to be delivered cither at Fort Marlborough in Sumatra or 
this place.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th December 1762: In 
consequence of the notification issued for contracting for the colli ce 
slaves for the use of Fort Marlborough, a proposal has been made 
to the President to contact for 500 at the following rates and m - 
the following proportions, which being deemed reasonable and will 
we judge turn out cheaper to the Honourable Company than 
sending a vessel on purpose, is accepted and a contract ordered to 
be executed accordingly, namely 0 : 

_ ‘ in. 

tor evciy man from 20 to 10 j cars of ngo ... „ no 

„ -woman of llio Fame age foi cveiy ouc of which 

theie «ne to be five men . ... ... 80 

„ boy fiom 14 to 20 jcais of ago ... ... 75 

„ gul of the Fame ngefor every one of which 

there at 0 to be five boys ., ... 50 

Bombay Government Consultation, 4tli October 1 763 . Mr George, 
with whom wo last year contracted for slaves for the use of Fort 
Marlborough Presidency (that is Bencoolcn on the south coast of 
Sumatra), not being returned, and the season being far advanced, 
it is agieed, in- order as much as possible to obviate a disappointment 


'i Bom. Gov. Consultation 24tli Juno 1757, Tub. Diary 30 o£ 1737, 238 

3 £ om 2 0V - £ on, > n ltation 2nd Aug. 1757, Pub. Dimy 30 of 1757, 201. 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 20th Sept. 1757, Pub. Dimy 30 of 1757, 352 

4 Bom. Got. Consultation (itli Ocl. 1757, Tub. Dimy 30 of 1757, 375. ' 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation 10th Oct 1762, Pub. Diary 30 of 17G2, 507 

" 13am. Gov. Consultation 8th Dee. 17G2, Pub. Dmrj 39 of 17GJ, 723 . 723 


Chapter III. 

Capital 

Madagascar 

Shncs, 

1757. 


Slaves for 
Madras, 
1757. 


Sla\ os for 
St. Helena, 
1767. 


Rlai os for Foi L 
Marlborough, 
17G2. 


Contract for 
Slas cs, 
1702, 


1763. 



BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


201 


Cliapter III. 
Capital. 


Contract lor 
&] ai cs, 
17G3. 


Slave Report, 
1704. 


Directors 

Approve, 

1700 . 


in what the gentlemen at Tort Marlborough icpresent as so essential 
to the w’clfaio of that place, to puichase rhe following slaves who 
have been picked out and offered by the piopnetois at the undci- 
mentioned pi ices which aie consiilci ably less than those we h.u e 
engaged to give to Mr. Park, namely 1 . 


Men 

. 18 at Its 

90 

each 

1020 

Women .. 

... 17 

if 

80 

fi 

1360 

Boys ... 

... n 

If 

70 

91 

825 

Do . , 

.. 27 

If 

CO 

11 

1620 

Do . . 

I 

|i 

50 

99 

50 

Girls 

.. i 

it 

CO 

91 

240 

Total 

... 78 



Its 
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Bombay to Conit, 25th March 1713 1, para 18 We have iierjiiontlj' 
advised youi Honours of unr i eadmess to assist the Presidency of Foi t 
Mailboiough, which in a letter from your servants theie, lepeivcd 
by the ship on which wc last year freighted sumliy stoics, ilicy 
achnou ledge m very obliging terms. As the}’ have leprcsented the 
gieat importance ot then being furnished with colfieo sl.nes and as 
the poison with whom we last j'eai contiactcd for 500 has not been 
able to fulfil his engagements by lus having been pi evented tlnoiigh 
unavoidable accidents touching at the several poits lie intended, we 
on the 4 th October (1763) puichaseil 78 men women and childiun 
As the most certain way ot fiutlier supplj-mg the Foit Marlho- 
lough wants we detei mined on the 5th Januaiy to Height a ship 
and sendliei to the coast of Afiica and Madagascar with u propci 
ussoi tment of goods for the purchase ot slaves, oui ci niseis being 
veiy nnpropei vessels foi this pm pose, as they cannot \\ ith any 
convenience accommodate any number. We likewise issued 
public notice that we would puichase any slaves winch might offci 
upon the island and lecjnned all poisons who might ha\e any 
vessels to let to freight to delivei in then proposals In consequence 
of this the owner of the Keptune galley tendeied hei tor this 
seivice at the late of Rs 2500 a month and Rs. 3000 a 
year pnvilegc to the commander and ofliccis, lie to be at all 
chaigos of wages, pionsion. wear and tear of tlic lessel. wlncli, as 
no other offers were made us, we accepted alter hei being sui- 
veyed by the Master Attendant and Mastei Uiuldci She is 
fitting out accordingly foi the voyage, having piocuiul n pn> pur 
assortment of goods from Surat to put on hoaid other, and we 
hope will fully answer our intentions. The boats ihe Piesident 
aim Council deshed to be built for them last yeni aie now ready 
and will shoitly pioceed, when such fuither "is-i-fance as may be 
in om power well be afibided them c 

Comt to Bombay, 22nd Maxell 3765. Wo appiovc of the 
step you have taken foi piocuiing Flaicson Madagascar and flic 


1 Ei i’n. Got. Conmltilinn 4tli Oct 1 7 GO, Tub Diarj 11 <if 17G0, (IIS 
- r«i> Dcii Lvtlr’ . to the Cofirt Vul 1 1 of 17GI, 2G-27 P .0111 Gw. Cun-nltat.i no! 

21bt E.li. 1701, Pub Dnrj 42 of 17G4, 12S, 
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coast, of Africa for Bencoolen where they are much wanted. 1 

Com t to Bombay, 12th March 176G . With regard to the slaves you 
sent to Bencoolen, we are souy to observe they were invoiced so 
high as 150 dollars each. As that Presidency has a sufficient 
supply for the present, you arc to send no more thither without our 
express leave. 2 

Bombay Government Consultation, 30th September 17G6 . There 
being a number of cofircc slaves lately anivod, the custom master 
is ordered to purchase the women on the most reasonable terms he 
can to be sent to Fort Marlborough on the Royal Admiral agreeable 
to the request of the President and Council there. 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th October 1 7G7 : The 
Bombay custom master reports that lie has purchased 38 cofircc 
women for Fort Mail boro ugh, amounting to Rs. 2155.* 

Court to Bombay, 22nd March 1765 : The method you have 
fallen upon for training up slaves as caulkei s to go to Bencoolen, 
meets -with our approbation/' We think it may be carried still 
further by having always a number in the yard at Bombay, as we 
undei stand the Superintendent is often in great want of them and 
in such case is obliged for that purpose to take away the Mdzgaon 
coolies from our covenant servants who are employed by them ns 
cooks and servants and often times veiy inconvenient to them 
particularly the younger servants. This will be remedied by the 
abov regulation which we recommend to you to put in practice c 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24tli February 17G7 : Taking 
into consideration that part of the Honourable Company’s commands 
of the 22nd March 1765 relative to the purchase of slaves to breed up 
as caulkers in the marine yard instead of the Mdzgaon boys, the 
Collectoi is oi dered not to send any more of those boys into the 
marine yard, but to cause them to be bred up as cooks and servants 
in the manner formerly practised. And that the marine service may 
not be distressed by this regulation, a sufficient number of boys 
must be purchased by the custom master when any slaving vessels 
arrive, to be bred up as caulkers agreeable to the Honourable 
Company’s recommendation. 7 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26tli June 1764 : Mr. Edward 
Chandler making a tender, by letter, of 14 stout coffrec slaves at 
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3?s 150 each, oidercd they lie inspected by the surgeons and should 
they piove flee of any defect, it is agiecd to accept them 1 * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th May 17G5 : The agents 
to the captors of Fort Augustus and Raree having made a tender 
of 25 coffree slaves belonging to the captois, it is agreed to 
purchase them on the Honourable Company’s account and the 
land paymaster is therefore ordered to settle then piice with the 
captors on the best terms he may be able s 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1st November 1 17GS : The 
maiinc paymaster and superintendent leprescntmg that they 
cannot procui e a sufficient number of coffree slaves for the use of 
the marine yard, they ore ordered to agree with the owneis of any 
vessels bound to Maskat or the coast of Africa for whatever 
number they may want on the best teimsthey can s 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st January 1771 Public 
notices must immediately be issued for any persons desiious of 
furnishing the Honourable Company with 800 slaves to be delivered 
at Fort Marlboiough, namely half males and half females, not 
younger than twelve nor older than twenty-five years , and such 
only as shall be landed alive to he paid for ; to deliver in then 
pioposals by the 8th of next month (February 1771) at furthest. 1 * 

Letter from Mr. Jolm Watson to the President and Governor of 
Bombay, 1st February 1771: Confoinmble to your publication for 
proposals to furnish slaves to he delivered at Fort Marlborough, I will 
entei into a contract to furnish them on the following teims . (1) To 
be paul 110 Spanish dollars a head for every slave delivered at 
Fort Marlboiough between the age of 15 and 30, half of them 
males and half iemales or nearly so , (2) 300 to he deliveicd there 
in one year fi om this date and the remaining 500 to be delivered 
within two years fiom this date, (3) Its 15,000 to be advanced oil 
signing the contract 3 

Bombay Government Consultation, ISth Febiuary 1771 : Iteper- 
used the pioposals dehvcicd in by' Mr. Watson foi supplying Foit 
Marlboiough with slaves As this is the only' offer made us in 
consequence of our publication and ns they lepiesent then great 
want of slaves and it also appearing these proposals are reasonable 
il, is agreed the same bo accepted 0 

Court to Bombay, 1st April 1772 The contract you have entered 
into with Mi. Watson for supplying Foi b Mailboiongli with 800 
slaves, meets with our approbation except the stipulation tlint 
theic should be an equal number -of both sexes We tbciefoie 
recommend it to you to procuie the number that shall not have 


1 Bam Gtn Consultation 2Gth Jnno 17G4, Pub Diary 42 of 17G4, 381 
* Bom Gov. Consultation 7th May 1763, Tub Diti-y 14 of 17G5, 292 
5 Bom Gov Consultation 1st Nov. 17GS, Pub Diary 51 of 17G8, GSG. 

♦Bom Goi Consultation 21st Jan. 1771, Tub Diary 57 of 1771, 65 
s Pub Diniy 57 of 1771, Ml 

f Don) Got Consultations IGth and 18lli Feb, 1771j Pub Pinr\ 5/ of xn\ t lid 
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been delivered when you receive this letter in the proportion of two 
males to one female. 1 * * 

Cottjt to Bombay, 5th July 1780: Having given direction to our 
servants on the west coast of Sumatra to send to Bombay on the 
Snow Elizabeth, a number of coffrees which were unnecessary at 
the beforementioned settlement, we direct that the said eoffrccs be 
employed under your Picsidcncy either in your military or marine 
in such mauner as you shall judge will best promote the Company’s 
interest. The snow likewise is to be detained for the services of 
your marine a 

A population return of 1780 shows that of a total of 47,170 
people 43 L were slaves. Of these slaves, 189 were in the Bombay 
district and 242 in the Mahim district, the population of these 
two districts being 33,444 in Bombay and 1 3,72G in Mdhim. 8 
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1 Court to .Bombay 1st April 1772, Pub Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. Oof 1772-1777, 45. 

1 Court- .^o Bombay 3tli July 1780 paia 27, Pub. Dep Court’s Letters Vol 10 of 

1778 - 1783, 231 -232. * Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, DG7 - 070. 



[Historical 


« 

Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings 

Fortifications, 

JbGl 


1071. 


CHAPTER IV. 

FORTIFICATIONS AND BUILDINGS. 

Section I —Fortifications. 

Or the foi tifiealions of Bombay in 1 GG4 1 , lvlien the Portuguese allow cd 
3Ir Cooke and his men to laud on the island, Bahlicus says • The 
haibour of Bombai is furnished with a capital critic that can' pioteefc 
tbo anchorage 1 Fiyei (New- Account, 6”) lias left the following 
description mitten m December 1(573 At fir b t landing Cooke and 
his men found a pietty well sealed but ill foitificd liou*e, foui brass 
guns lining the whole defence of tlie island except a few' cbambci* 
(oi slioi t eaimgclcss cannon) housed m small tow ci 6 m convenient 
places to <-coui the jMalabai pirates About the house oi castle m 
Bombay wa= a delicate garden said to be the pleasantest in India 
Bcfoie Fiyei icaclied Bombay (Decembei 1(572) the shady walks 
ol tins gaiden had been opened to the sun and loaded with cannon, the 
lxm cis had been turned to ramparts, the tiecs looted out, and 
ncwoni) w alls had taken the place of gaiden fence 1 - These changes 
weie the lcsult of an oidei of the Coml dated H5(iS that the castle 
should be enlaiged and stiengtheued 2 'they weie eluelly earned out 
by 3b Plulip Gyfloid (1(507-3070) whom Fivei [I>itto, 65) dc c ciilies 
a> raising and m a maunei finishing (he bastion*, a woik wluch 
was still but beginning by the lest Betwien 3(>73 and 307" Mr. 
Aungiei so impioicd the foit that m the spiing (Febnuiy 20) of 1(57*5 
lindmg Fomlsiyfoit as staik as the deil the Dutch l cheated to then 
boats without any booty ° 

In Decembei 1673 w illiin the fin t w eie mounted liO pieces of oiduance 
and in other stands 20 moio, Iic-id os sixty field pieces milieu carnages. 
To the foit belonged 300 Englishmen and 100 Tojusscs. or Poitugal 
hitmen, 500 well armed Militia undei English Ieadeis, "00 Bbandans 
wnth clubs and otliei weapons, and some thousands moic that could not lie 
iched on if matteis came to a push In Decembei 1G73 Fiyei found a 
ti cncli huing dug out of the hard i celt l ound the castle to moat it w ith the 
sea and lioin woiks being de\ised, a work, in Flier's opinion, too costly 
evci to lx? earned out by the Company and at tiie same time laulty 
since it should liaie extended to a tank without the parade In anodici 
passage (Now Account, 322) wntten two jcais Intel (3673) Fiyei 
lefois to ceitam unnecessaiy appendices to the foit being palhsadocs 
m mud so contrived that they weie lathei a means to take the foit 


1 Baldicus’ Malabur and Coromandel Coast Am*tciilam, 1072. pace 08 
s Bruce’s Annals, II 226 

* The Dutch commodore Rickloffe Van Goen besides the well manned foit had to 
face three English and fn a allud French men-of-war. lie withdrew and planned n 
descent on Mabini but Aungicr marched to llfibim and lining- the shore with Ins 
Bhand.lns jdc! other troops seemed too formidable to be meddled with. Oriue’s 
Fragments , Anderson’s English in IVcstcin India, .10 
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than 'to defend it, which afterwards were all washed away by the 
lams. 1 

Tl,ie earliest detected reference to the fortifications in the Bombay 
Records, is in a Surat letter to Bombay of the 6th April 1672. In this 
letter the Council write : We woie at first dissatisfied m your beginning 
to build the tiench about the fort in regard of the great charge it will 
put the Company unto and the hindrance it will set m the way of other 
necessary works We would therefore have you desist from going on 
with the trench until the Piesidontfs coming down. The front curtain 
we judged by what j'ou write to have been defensible enough agamst 
the enemy. Thciefore seeing that wc are at peace with all and have 
no reason to fear Slnvaji, we would have you desist from raising it at 
piesent till the more necessary works are finished. 2 

A fortnight later, appaiently m reply to a Bombay letter expressing 
satisfaction at the advance made towaids completing the fort, the 
Rui at Council write (23id April 1672) : What yon advise concerning 
the trench gives us satisfaction ; we agice with 3-011 in hoping the 
Piesident at his anival will approve of what you have douo thoicin. 
Wcaieglad to hear that the front curfain and north-east bastion is 
m such a forwaidness, and hope the next monsoon will go vciy near to 
complete the fort. 3 

In 1672-73 the Piesident and Council of Surat informed the Court 
iliat Mi Aungier had gone to Bombay in May 1672, wheic his 
experience and authority weic employed in putting that island into a 
fdate of defence against any attack which might be meditated by- the 
Dutch or any other enemy- ; that he had strengthened the fortifications 
and by strict discipline prepared the troops for action ; that the inhabit- 
ants were formed into a rnditia to act with the gauison; that the 
iortdk-aUcras as onginally designed by Captain Smith were upon too 
nariow a scale for the defence of Ihc island. 4 

In 1671-75 in the island of Bombay the enlargement of the fortifi- 
cations had been postponed from the want of money to defray the 
charges and from the detection and punishment of a dangerous mutiny 
in Captain Shaxton’s company of infantiy. 6 J 

In the following year, 1676, the Bombay Government boincr 
apprehensive of danger fiom the Portuguese, the Surat Council peimit 


az’ra’s ™ ,u ira " ^ 

F 01 robt'a Home Sene-., 1. 03 ** W 3 acfc 0nfc V Book 1 °i 1030 - 1073, 255 

Oiom.nr’l^A' 1 ^ Jom XYU? Pn/un i! an \ 12 ' 1 °^ 5 10 F rcncl1 liavcllci D0H01 
3Jl.ah.tlm English Pie-udeut commonly Lcep^acsScucc ^ "-KS 11 
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them to build a breast-work at Mdhim. The Surat lettci of 7tli 
Apnl Fays: We have already given you oiu diiechons which we 
again confirm that seeing the monsoon is so far spent, we cannot think' 
of building any fort oi bulnaiks at Miihim ; yet if you aie anyways 
appiehcnsn c of dangci fiom the Poitugnese or othei6 jou may build 
a stiong bi cast-noil: of toddy trees and dirt which will be of sufficient 
foiceto withstand all their attempts. 1 

During tlic next feicn months the progress with these woiks of 
defence teems to l\a\ e been somewhat slow". On the 4th Novcmbci 1676 
the Surat Council write to Bombay : For the advance of the 
Company's mtcicst and the general gam of the island we think good 
to lccommcnd you to hasten the bastion eo fast as you can. We 
arc ashamed that work should lie so long on hand. That it may be 
finished with all speed, except you have pome woik to do to the 
hospital, w c w ould have you laj aside all work till the bastion be done. 2 3 4 * 

About this time ('1676) Colonel Bake, who Lad been engincei in 
charge of the fortification works, letumed fiom England to Bombay and 
went by land to Surat. On the 14th November 1676 the Surat 
Council wntc • By the Uoigh Colonel Herman Bake icturns to his 
charge on the island. As the Honourable Company have been 
abundant kind to him we would have you he favourable aud respectful 
unto liim and in building the fort give him all possible help you can He 
lias desired us to defray lus cliaige coming up hither by land. We 
lia\c lcfcrrcd him for that and somo other requests unto you, and would 
have you pay him what you judge leasonablc though it would have been 
less diaige had he come upon the ships For yonr better government 
we here enclose copies of clauses of the Company's letter touching Inm 
and Doctoi Wilson wheiein you will find the Company have given the 
Colonel £100 salary aud £50 gratuity. His diet-money we had some 
time in dispute. At length we determined that also should lie allowed 
him with the pioiiso that, in case the Honourable Company shall not 
approve, he must make the cbaigc good to the Company here " 

Within 21 months Colonel Bake died at Bombay. On the 26th 
Jammy 1677 the Surat Council wnte to Bombay. We aie sony 
for the death of Colonel Bake We w ould now hai c the fortifications 
continued as they weie m lus absence by Mr. John Cooper * 

To meet the heavy fortification charges special taxes weie found 
nccessaiy. One foim of this taxation was the imposition of an 
additional customs duty. A Bombay letter to the Couit of 24th January 
1677 has the following ■ Captain Sbaxton deceased, farmed the one 
per cent custom for the fortifications, m which he pretended to have 
received a considerable loss. 6 


1 Burnt Fuel Out I< B 2 of 3675-70, 108 Forrest's Home Senes, I. 9i 

3 Surat to Bombay 1th Nov 1G76, burat Foot. Out L B 2 of 1G73 76, 210. 
Forrest’s Homo Penes, X 108 

3 Surat, to Bomba) 14th Nov 1670, Surat Fact. Out L E 2 of 1G75-76, 231. 

4 Surat to Bombay, dated SwnUy Marine SGth Jan 1077, Surat Fact Out L B. 3 of 

1677-1700,8 

1 Bomba) to Court 24th Jan. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 1637, 13-14 
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In reporting to the Court the progress of the fort the Bombay Council 
on, the 24th January 1677 write :Vc are getting up our fourth and 
last and indeed our best bastion. It is veiy difficult being so far in 
the sea that we can work on the foundation only at new moon springs 
and then but two or three hours a day for four or five days. We 
have both sides pietty well up to liigli-watcr maik and next spring we 
hope to finish the foundation of all. After this we shall quickly run 
it up. Then we want only finishing the ditch and a ravelin with the 
two hoin woiks, if they shall be found necessary, which will make the 
fort one of the strongest in India. 1 

On the 21st October 1677 the Bombay Government wiote to 
Surat : "Wo are putting our fort in the best posture of defence 
possible in case of any accident, fitting all our guns with shot and 
partridges, ready filling our granados, making 200 or 300 powder 
shots and stink pots, and getting all other necessaries in a readiness 
'that we may not be taken unprovided. 3 

In 1679-80 the Government of Bombay concluded that they could 
not promise that the levenucs would improve while the island was so 
imminently exposed to the native powers. They thought it would not 
be prudent to discontinue the fortifications because the workmen who 
had received wages under this head, having no other subsistence, would 
necessarily leave the island and the cultivation of the land cease. 3 

In spite of this provision of arms and ammunition the fort seems to 
have been by no means completed. In a letter to Bombay on the 15th 
August 1683 the Court wiite : We would have you with all manner 
of thrift and good husbandry finish that bastion and trench which are 
not yet completed. We shall recommend it to our President and Council 
at Surat to order such ship or ships of ours that have been or shall be 
fieiglited to stay some time in the countiy to ride in Bombay road 
when they shall find the exigency of our affaiis and your security to 
require it. Subsequently in their letter to Surat on the 7th Apiil 1684 
the Couit add : .Caic must be taken concerning the workmen employed 
in building or repairing that bastion. 1 

In this same letter to Surat of the 7th April 1684 the Court 
direct the tiansfer of guns to Bombay. They write : Any of our 
guns not in use in Surat maj r be sent to Bombay to be mounted as a 
further strength to our island. 6 

In 1G85-SG the island of Bombay had not recovered from the effects of 
Captain Keigwin's rebellion (1 683-84) and measures for its improvement 
were lathci on paper than in practice. The fortifications required repairs 
and additions and the garrison needed a supply of recruits to render it 
efficient that the island might become a centre for trade. 6 
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i Bombay to Court 24th Jan 1677, Sec Out L B 4 of 1677- 1687, 10. 

: Bombay to Surat 21st Ool 1C77, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 59. Forrest’s Homo 
Senes, 1. 1J9. 3 Bruce, II. 444. 

< Pub. Dep. Court’s I Ci.torF Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 56, 82 

* Court to Surat 7th AprJ 1584, Pub. Dop. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681-1686, 86. 

* Bruce, II. 561. 
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i 

Though the fort at Miiliim was of little use it 'ca'. supposed the 
house there would make a pood foi t at a small cost. In 1 6S0 on the Otli 
September, the Bond my Deputy Governor and Council write to Sir 
Jolm Gnjev, Genoial and President, Sumt Since wc lcceived joui 
oideis to place the liuntc i fugatc liefoic Miilum to constrain all 
vc«els to paj customs there, we lave been lound the inlands Yci role 
(Waili) and Malum, and do find an absolute necessity foi the building 
up of some foits or watch-homos that ale fallen down and me afalling. 
1'he foit at Miilum is not worth a doit and the hoiwc is afalling down 
It is concluded by all of us, with the advice and assistance of Mi. 
John Butlci, that the home at Malum is well situated and Will lie 
cheaper made into a fort or gaui'on than it can be lcpancd as a house. 
Wc would liavc had Mi John Coopci’s arluco on tins point but lie is 
vci y ill and hath been ill for some time. "We have thought of going on 
with the said woik and will find out a way to defray the chaigc of 
it We hope yom Excellency will come and settle mattcis yourself. 
Till your coming wc take all the cate we can to secure the island and 
wall «pcnd no more money in doing of it than needs must The Him ter 
is gone to lict berth before Malum with orders to enforce the customs 

The Deputy Governoi Sir John Wybornc lias «=cnt Lieutenant 
Jacob Barbor to command at Malum, judging it a command too big 
For a Serjeant, and a trust too great foi any under tlic degree of a 
commission officer and he a sober icspomiblc man 1 

At the close of tlic same year (1G8G) the Bombay Government 
communicated to the Court the results of several sun cys made on the 
Hand since Sir Jolm Wybornc assumed the government of Bombay. 
In a lcttci, the 29tli December 16S6, they write • Since Sir John 
Wyborne's arrival to tlic Government we have with gieat caic and 
diligence made several surveys about the island. Wc find many things 
highly necessary to he done, and principally tliat 'mne foits and out- 
woiks must bo built before we can give any repulse to au enemy's 
landing upon us The draining of batty giound will be of advantage 
when effected but the clmrge of it will not m mam' j cars be defrayed. 
The main thing to carry on what wc lieic mention, is ticasuic At 
present we liave little moie than will pa) T the cost of the gatrison 
■charges. And to draw on Surat factoiy, wo are highly sen-ible, will 
not at present accommodate us That the principal bastion and cm tain 
are still unfinished is really a pit)*. The reason voui Honouis well 
know, which does not only hinder that good intent of biuldiug barracks 
in the fort, but the effecting many other designs laid down by your 
Honours. 2 

The following Bombay oidcis from the General Sn Johu Gayer and 
Council to officers in charge of Mdhim and Sion forts in *1694-95 
show that these forts were placed under ensigns and scijeants In 


i Bombay to Surat Gtb Sept 1GSG, See Out. L B 4 of 1G77-1GS7, 1G Forrest's 
Homo Senna, I 145-14G. 

5 Bombay to Court 29tb Dee, MSG, Set , Out. L, B.'4 of 157? • IG87, 40 - 43, Forrest’s 
Homo Senes, 1. 143. 
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1694' an order, dated the 2nd August, diiects Lieut. James Ilanmcr to 
i cpair to Malum and receive charge of the fort from Ensign Caddie. 
In 1095, the ]7tli January, an Older diiects Ensign William Shaw to 
lepair to Mrihim and receive charge of the foit tlicio from Mr. 
William Aislabic and follow such directions as Mr. Aislabie had. In 
the same year Government issued similar orders : One dated 1 4th 
January directing Serjeant Rockc to lepair to Sion to receive charge 
of that fort from Sei jeant Shaw and to follow such oidcrs as Soijeant 
Shaw had. And the other dated 8th Februaiy directing Sei leant 
William Swan to lepair to Sion to lcceivc cliaige of that post from 
Serjeant George Roclce and follow such oideisas Soijeant Rocke had. 1 

Towards the close of the 17th century the necessity of electing a 
strong fort at Mrihim occupied the attention of Government But, 
in consequence of the tioublcs at Surat, Sir John Gayer had to leave 
Bombay for Surat and the Deputy Governor Mr. J. Burniston and 
Council at Bombay had therefore to forward the Mrihim foit scheme 
to Suiat In 1700, the 28tli November, the Bombay lettir says: 
Heiewilh we remit what letters we have hitliei to received in your 
ExcclIcncj J s absence, as likewise Captain Stacey's opinion of the fort 
at Mrihim, until a scheme and calculation of what the cliaigcs may 
amount to. 2 

After waiting for a month, on the 28th December the Bombay 
Council again write to Surat : When your Excellency shall think fit 
to send a our oi ders for Mrihim fort, a due lespcct and regard shall bo 
had tlieieto. 3 * 

Between December 1700 and August 1701 orders on the Mrihim fort 
.scheme weic received and the work was begun. On the 2nd August 
1701 the Bombay Government issue the following order to Lieute- 
nant Shaw at Mriliim: By the beaier heieof Mr. Chr. Boone wo 
send you Xciaphins 200 (about Rs. 145) to dcfiay charges on account 
‘ of the designed new fort. You must keep an exact account how, when, 
and to whom you dispose thereof. You must also send for half the 
Gcntu and other soldiers (Euiopcans and Topasses excepted) fiom 
Warli and othei places under your direction to bung stones and other 
materials for the use of the said designed fort. On Monday next 
we design to send you fiom hence half of our Gcntu and other soldieis 
from Mrizgaon for the same intent ; and also two stone cutters. Tho 
two boats you aie to keep constantly employed. Notwithstanding 
the la«cars arc down here, we suppose some of the foremontioned 
soldiers can carry the stones from Darvyc (Dliriravi) to Mrihim and 
back again as well as lascais * 

On tho 8th August 1701 Government issue the following orders to 
Lieutenant Shaw : Herewith comes a list of the Gcntu soldiers we 
send fiom .lienee to work upon the designed new foit. All of them you 
are to keep constantly employed. As soon as the mins am over, they 


1 Bee Out. L B 5 o£ IGOl-lfiOG, G, 30, 31, 31 5 Sec Out. L. B. 7 of 1699.1702, 3. 

1 See. Out L. B 7 of 1099-1702, 12 

4 Bom. Gov OkIpi to Lt. Slinw, 2nd Aug. 1701, Per Out L, B. 7 of 1099.1702,03. 
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shall settle with von. Von must allow them half a man bhang ami 
five fliers tolncco eiciy month 1 

To pi rcui c material*, for the new fort at Miilmn, on the 26th Aim-nst 
Lieutenant Shaw received the following orders ■ Let your people 
begin to pull down all the old wai chouses belonging to the Bight 
Honourable Company at Mdluni except tint of winch you spoke to 
Captain Stacey j let this stand till we older the contrary . 5 

The 3701 record® contain aiders for the transfer of ofliceis and men 
fiom one fort to another, issued under the signatures of the Dejmty 
Governor and the members of Council or that of the Sccretaiv liv 
ordei An oidoi to Lieutenant "William Shaw dated find July inns' 
The beams hcieof, a Seijeant, «rx English and six Topass soldiers, 
wo send to reside in M mil Fort. IF iou think am of youi men aie 
more fit foi that charge than some of these, vou are to exchange «o 
many as jou shall pidge neecs«aiy. That being done, send them away 
to 1 Y arh forthwith with the host instiuetions you can give them foi 
the lietter defence of the place. For your own l»eltei government 
that gamson is to he umlei yoni direction and you aie upon all 
occasions to give them the necessarv orders sendiucr us advices 
thereof 1 

- A Government older dated the 11 111 August, shows that Captain 
Micliell Geoigo was in chaigc of the Dongn "Foil Owing to ill health 
lie was directed to make over chat go to Ensign William Shepherd 1 

On the 23rd Oclobei the following order was issued to Ensign William 
Shepherd: On receipt hereof delivci up the charge of Donirri Foil 
to Ser leant Jacob Barlow whom we have orilei ed to take possession 
thereof, and do you forthwith return to Bombay Castle to do duty as 
foimcily . 5 

The same daj Seijeant Samuel Sellers received the following oidcr : 
On receipt hereof repair to M.izgnon and take charge of the foil there 
from Seijeant Jacob Bailow, who on delivery of our ordeis herewith 
given 3 on for lnm w ill put j ou in possession of Mazgaon Fort 6 

The fortifications at Malum, begun about the close of 1700, continued 
in piogicss dining the next two vcai® Besides at Mrtlum, about the 
middle of tlic tame scar 1702, Government oidered a small foit to 
bo elected at Sion and the breach caused m the Warh Foit by the 
caily heavy monsoon to be built up 7 

On the 2 nd June 1702 the Deputy Govonioi unites to Lieutenant 
Shaw We take notice of tlio accident you vv ntc is lwLillen the plat- 
form boats We aie glad it piovcd no worse As the la=eais have 
been excused all the summci from the vvoik by reason oE then 
voyaging to and fio, vve think it very reasonable that during 



r, 00 ’,3' 210 1110 clncE laments wore 800 Xt replans on tlic 1 1th of Tub ,300 on 

tiic 10th of April, .700 on the Stli of May, 000 on the 2nd of .Tone, COO on the 1st of Auc . 
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the rainy season they do now assist at the woik. As to the Kulambis, 
we cannot icasouably expect they should come to the work it now 
being the time for them to sow their lands 1 * 

On June 26th he wntes : The General and Council (at Surat) 
having oidered us to finish the Mriliim Fort mill all possible speed, 
we dcsuc that you will take caie that no time be lost oi misspent. 
To that end we would have you forthwith entertain such and as 
many people as you think may be necessary for its more speedy erecting. 
"We have ordered the Bombay chmmm maker here to make chunum 
for us as fast as lie can, the which shall be sent you ns you want it 
We have likewise oi dcied Mr. Waid to send his boat and lascnis when 
he lias no urgent occasion for them for the use of the yacht, to assist 
in towing up the stone boats or m whatsoever else there is occasion 
foi them We have sent up Doi rib Nunablidi and Puthlji Scnvan to 
assist in keeping the people to then woik. 8 

On July 10th he writes : We would have you entertain as soon 
as you can 200 sepoys more, For the picsent let them he listed under 
tlic sublicdiiis of Mdliim and Warli, half in one and half m the other 
company. The 13th instant wfe shall send np the cngincci to Sion to 
direct the election of a small work there. Therefore till that day and 
no longer, you must employ the Sion sepoys at Mriliim. 3 

On July 15th ho adds : Till the woik at Sion is finished tho 
Deputy Governor and Council would have you not call the Kulambis 
of that place and the villages adjacent to their wonted soivico at 
Malum so that they may aftoid it to tho woiks at Sion ; you must 
older Mr. Duron to givo his utmost assistance for the moie speedy 
and well erecting of it. 4 

On August 1st he wiilcB: The Goneial and Council at Surat 
having duected the breach in the Warli Foit to bo lcpaircd, you must 
Older the subbed, -tv and sepoys bolonging to that place to repair it 
On Monday or Tuesday we will order Mr. Duren to supciviso them. 
Meanwhile let them be dealing the stones fiom the lubbish and 
getting togethoi what quantity of stones they can 8 

What chunmn we have ready hcie, ■which wo suppose is about 25 
Itlmndis, is ordered to be sent to you as toon as possible. Tho lainy 
weather has hitherto pi evented moio being made because the pits could 
not be kept clear of water. When the weather begins to be somewhat 
fair, moic shall lie got ready hero as fast as wo can. We would liavo 
you give tho like order to the chunam-makcre atDlutrdii c 

The 3id August he - continues : On receipt hereof you must ordor 
tho subhedar and sepoys at Warli to build up the bicacli in tho fort 
as soon as tlioy possibly can, and in such manner as they think will 
bo most defensible. It must bo built witli stones only, without 
chunnm. The Deputy Governor and Council approlicnding there is 
no occasion to send tho engineer up to direct them, wo omit it. 7 
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obliges together In lumped accounts we cannot foim am tiling of a 
judgment which if reduced to paiticulars we might have done. To 
picvent any one in future divcitmg our ca'li designed foi tiade hy 
laying it out m buildings, wc add that if hereafter any new buildings 
be set about without om picvious leave fiom hence, we shall expect 
the President and Council to minimise and lcpay into our cash what- 
ever is expended thcieon, and will do our utmost to iccovci it We 
luve come to this lcsolution to prevent any more lavishing away 
mu money in the maunei wo have fyi some tune past so often 
complained of. 1 * 

In 17-7 (lSlh Jan) Joilo de Saldanha da Gama Viceroy of Goa 
wntes to the King of Poitngal: The Castle of Bombay in the city 
1ms six modem bastions begun m 1716. Its aitillcij is not known, 
but it is well defended. The Vicoioy also mentions foifs at Dongii, 
M.izgaon, Sinn. Sum, M.ihim, Warli, and Butcher's Island 5 

In 172S the Piesidcnt, the Ilonouiablc Mi Phipps, oi dcicd the Com- 
mittee of Suivcys to survey the lnndai pier and leport to Government 
On the 11th Novcmbci 172S the Committee wutc . Having, iu pursuance 
of yom Honour's oidei, surveyed the bandar pier w e beg leave to lay the 
foliowing lepoit thereof bcfoic your Honour By the mfoimation 
we have fiom ltaniji Purvoc wlio was at the building said piei we 
undci&tanil that, tlieio was not any foundation only wliat its own 
weight foimcd nor legular cut Ftoncs except the butt end '11ns 
deficiency is the cause of its decay and picsent ill state. To the best 
of oui judgment fiom what we now’ pciceive and what wc have from 
infoimation learnt it cannot stand any considerable time without con- 
tinual cliavgc of lepaus which of ncces-ity must be gieat. Now m 
order pci fectly to sccuie the pie e cnt pier we do judge the st longest 
and cheapest method is to case it with regular cut stones, the tw'o out- 
waid ones being well damped and the whole woik laid with lime 
Sinking the foundation of the casing to a film bottom will effectually 
sccuie the w hole A pinfilc of the old and new' woik wc herewith lopic- 
sent to youi Honour with its lefeiences. As to the additional length, if 
intended for the boats lo be alwajB iloating and to save as a landing 
place at all time of tides, it must be extended 50 U feet, 3 

At their Consultation on the 27th Apiil 1731 the Bombay Govern- 
ment appointed an ovei c cer of the Company's woiks and a master 
of aims. The ica=ons foi this appointment aic thus stated There 
beiug a want of a piopor person to ovci=ec the Company's works as 
well as a master of aims and Mi. Archibald Campbell first Lieutenant 
of the Princess Oarolinn galley, being an ingenious person and having 
a good notion of architeotuie and other parts of the mathematics, is 
willing to undei take those posts until we are supplied with another 
from our Honourable Mastcis, at the usual allowance and house lent, , 
namely Us. 30 a month as cleik of the w orks and Us 40 as master 
of arms, he is aocoichngly enteitained as cleik of the works and 
master of aims at the afoiesaid latcs fiom 1st March 1734.* 

1 Court to Bombay 25th March 1724 paras 7S, 79 Comp of Standing Ord VTol 1 

of 1716-1721, 1C5. 

! Arcliuo Portaguaz Oriental Fas 0 Supplement Ticw Goa, 137(1, pages 237 - CP2 

1 Tub Diary 3 of 1727-28, 210. 4 Tub Dmrv 7 of 1731, S3. 
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At a Consultation, the 4th April 3737, the President acquaints the 
Boaid that having with the officois of the military been lound the 
town iu older to know its condition for defence the}’ weie unanimously 
of opinion that should an enemy come against it., the ton n would bo 
exposed to gical liazaid, thiough the number of cocoanut Irecs standing 
near the walls, among which great numbers of men nught lodge and 
with little difficulty secure themselves in such a manner as not to be 
annoyed by the guns from the town wall. As we cannot be certain 
the enemy will not force a passage upon the island and attack the town, 
its safety ought to bo provided for by cutting down all tiecs within 
point-blank shot that is within 1 20 yaids of the wall and thinning 
them for such faithei distance as shall bo found neeessar}-. A sui vcy 
made by the fazandais and the landholders and cldcis shows that about 
3200 trees may he cut down. This, for the reasons before mentioned, 
itisagicedbc foi th with done aud that we take a proper opportunity 
to proportion the loss. 1 

Four days later, at a Consultation, the 8th April, the Pi evident 
acquaints tiic Boaid that it had been oftcu icprcscnted to him that the 
parapets lound the town wall not being above 16 or 37 inches thick, 
would he easily heat in, should the town he attacked. In such a case 
our people would not he able to keep then posts on the walls especially 
on the moie exposed pail facing the hill of Dongn. The ram pa its of 
tlie cm tains arc likewise so very narrow that a single man cannot 
conveniently walk on them. He theicfoic proposes to lcmedy these 
inconveniences by during cocoanut trees into the ground at a suitable 
distance within the wall, and filling the space with caith, which method 
will he less expensive than anj’ other. The Boaid being unanimously 
of opinion that the same is absolutely necessaiy and ought not to be 
delayed, it is agaeed that the ivoik bo set about as soon as possible. 
And it is diiectcd that the charges be earned to the head of building 
the town wall, to he cleared by the growing duty collected on that 
account. 2 3 

At a Consultation, the 3idMay 1737, the President acquaints the 
Board that on viewing the several outfoits with some of the 
militaiy officeis, he was shown a place in the river that paits this 
island from Salsette lying between Sion and Siwri atpiescnt entiicly 
defenceless, opposite whereto the water is so shoal lhat.au enemy 
can ford over with case Foi the protection of this foid it had been 
pioposcd at a cost of about Its. 2000 to raise a small fortification 
capable of hang defended by 12 or la men. This matt ci he no w 
recommends to the consideration of the Board. The woik appearing so 
necessary for the safety of the island it is unanimously agieed 
that the same be set about as soon as the necessary materials can be 
got in icadmcss. It has alicady been observed that several foldable 
places in the river between tins island and Sdlsctte are not commanded 
by any of our fortifications or batteries. Fui tlier that their deep 
draught prevents any of our vessels being brought near enough to 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 4tli April 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1730-37, 84. Forrest’* 

Home italics, II. 70. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 8tli April 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 173G-37, 93. 
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those passes to defend them. The safety of our island is thought- 
greatly to depend upon the preventing an enemy's landing. For iE 
they once landed we shonld find it as difficult to remove them as onr 
neighboms (the Poitugueso) now do. And, though we would not pat 
our Honourable Masters to any expense which we could possibly 
avoid, yet we think it a duty incumbent on us to provide for the safety 
of the island m the best manner we can. This wo can never think 
secuie while we have an enemy so near us and passes out of reach 
of our fortifications left unguarded. It is now to be considered 
whethei for this set vice we shall raise batteries or build flat-bottomed 
boats to mount six or eight guns each. As the President acquaints 
the Board he has been assured that flat-bottomed boats would not 
only be moie serviceable but cheaper, it is agreed that three such 
boats bo built in the cheapest manner and with what expedition pos- 
sible. A further inducement for this lesolution is that should affairs 
take a more favourable turn than we can expect and the Mar.tthas 
bo drove from Sdlsette we can employ the boats or otherwise dispose 
of them m order to lessen the expense to our Hononi able Mastei s, 
whereas the charge of raising foi tifications would be actually sunk. 1 

Towards tbo close of the same year, 1737, it was reported that tho 
Mai atlifis wei o intending to attack Bombay. On inspecting the gar- 
risons of the outfoi ts and taking a view of the passes, it was noticed 
that from Siwui to Mazgaon tho liver was defenceless, only tw o boats 
cruizing between these two places. As a measure of gi eater safety 
it was resolved to fit up ten small gahvats. At a Consultation, tho 
1st September, the Piesident acquaints the Board that having on 
the repoit mentioned in our last Consultation, been with Mr. Cockoll 
the engineer and some of the officeis of the military to mspecc the 
garrisons of the outforts and take a view of the passes, it was by 
them unanimously thought that they were not in a pioper postuie 
of defence against such a number of men as it is reported are 
designed against us This report has not been contradicted and tbo 
number of men at Tb.iua has been greatly increased and other 
pieparatious made there since the news reached us Tlieio is, 
therefore, sufficient reason to believe the MnrAtlia intention is 
to attack this island. Fiom Si wri to Mazgaon the nvei is almost 
defenceless, having only two boats cruizing between those pluces. 
And as cruizing gahvats are moie proper for the defence of that 
part of the river than shDio fortifications w r c think ourselves under 
an absolute necessity to put out Honourable blasters to the expense 
of fitting out ten small galivats foi tho defence of that part of onr 
river. This it is directed be done with all possible expedition and 
frugality. 2 

At the same Consultation (1 Ft September 1737), it is also recorded 
tliat, as was proved when (1720) the Portuguese landed m Malum 
bay and burnt the village of Waih, the hay between Waili and Mrfhim 
is not defended by eithci of those forts. It is theieforc thought 


1 Bom Got.' Consultation 3rd May 1737, Pub, Diary 10 of 173C-37, 111 *112. 

5 Bom Gov. Consultation 1st Sept. 1737, Pnb. Diaiy 10 of 1730 37, 310. 
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accessary to secure the bay with three small palm-tree batteries. To 
lessen the expense it is oidered that sundry fallen trees may be 
purchased for this service, what more are wanting being cut from the 
Company’s barren or nearly barren palms. 1 * 

The same Consultation fuitlier notices that a great part of the 
mortarless pier run out towards the sea from the old custom house 
bastion of the town wall being tumbled down, the President acquaints 
the Boaid that he had ordcied a calculate to be made of the expense 
of lepauing it. But the engineer had represented to lnm that as the 
bay within the town wall on the north side of the fort was entnely 
open and not well commanded, a number of hostile boats might land 
there, and the enemy at once bo in the town. Such an evil lesult 
might, at a cost little greater than the repair of the custom house pier, 
he pievented by raising a breast woik and two small bastions from the 
custom house bastion to the fort along the said bay. It is aecoidingly 
resolved that the breast woik ana bastions be set about with all 
convenient expedition. 3 4 

The same Consultation fuitlier notices that there is also a pass 
opposite to Dhiravi between Sion and Maliim wheie at low water the 
depth is not more than one foot. There is indeed a hi east work ovei 
against the said pass but this is not judged a sufficient secuiity. For 
should a small number of the enemy get over at anj' othei place, they 
could easily drive our men from this breast work, there being nothing 
behind them for their security. As the keeping possession of such 
fortifications as command the passes, is of the highest impoitanee, it is 
esteemed necessary to laise a small square woik of stone. Considering 
the above the Board cannot but agree to the building of those woilcs." 

In Dccembei 1737 one Bdmji Paibhu offeicd to build a wall fiom 
Bewa to Sion. A Consultation of the 5th December has the following 
entry : Bitnrji Puivoe presents a proposal to the Board for building a 
wall to cost Bs. 3000 along the sea side from the new fortification of 
Bewa to the battery at Sion. This wall Bdmji agrees to make at 
his own charges piovided we will contiibute Bs. 500 and give him the 
giound lying between the eauEcway alieady laiscd and the proposed 
wall, confiiming the same to him and his heirs for ever. On 
consideration, it is observed that the raising such a wall will be a great 
security to the island as opposite thereto is a shallow pass. Further, as 
no one will undertake to cultivate the giound which is now useless, and 
as even aftci the wall is built some ycais must pass befoic the land 
pioduces anything, it is agreed that we let B&mji have the said piece 
of ground, on the wall being finished and on his engaging to keep it in 
lepair for ever, and paying the Honouiable Company a yearly 
acknowledgment of one rupee. Also that we allow him Bs. 500 
towards completing the work.* 
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The mentmos of defence icsohcd on during the pievions j-uai having 
been earned out, attention was next dnected, about the middle of 1738, 
to leduce the expense in eonncetiou nitli the safety of the island' At 
a Consultation the 26th May, the Picsident acquaints the Boaid that 
the lutteiy agiccd to be raised at Pimunce (Pcgamhari) being now 
finished and the guns mounted theiein, it is behoved the several foldable 
parses between this islaud and Salsette aie non m fan secuiity To 
leduee the piesent gieat expense, it is agieed that the ILonoui.il ile 
Company's galivats which had been stationed m the uvei'Toi the 
defence of the said passes ho hauled up and the la«cais discharged, 
keeping only one galiiat afloat and two small heats which aie 
absolutely neccssuy to patiol m the night 1 * 

A ycai lalci (1739) the outposts weie found sufficiently manned, 
but the gieat opening at the Bicacli was defenceless and icqiiiied a 
foililicalion At a Consultation the lOlli Apul, the Picsident desnos 
Mi. Cluiles Rigby to acquaint the Boaid with the state af such out- 
posts and paits of the island ns he had been to nen the pieeeding day. 
Mr Rigb)' leports accoidingly that the several post® appear to him 
sufficiently manned, but that some of the cannon weie either of unfit 
si7cs or might be better mounted. Also that the gieat opening at the 
Bieach was at piesent defenceless Resolved tbatsome foi Lification foi 
the safety of that pait of the island be con«ideicd as soon as possible.? 

Aweeklatei at a Consultation tlie 16 th Apul, the questions of 
i. using » foit at the Bicach and of fortifying Dongn weie consideied. 
The lcsult of the debate is thus iccordcd: The foi lifting of Dongn 
being considered, it is obsened tliat the defenceless condition of a post 
fiom wlucli the castle had been so much annoyed in the Sidi wai 
(1G89-90), and was still liable to annoyance lcquued a speedy dctcimi- 
nation. It appearing essential to the Fafcty of the town and castle 
that the Dongn post should bo put into a state of defence, winch will 
be the snici as in case of attack succours may be thiown m by water, 
tlie Boaid agreed that the same be set about without loss of time. 
Prather that at au inconsiderable expense a lcdoubt lie raised at the 
Bieach to defend that opening. 3 * 

A suivey made the same month (April 1739) showed the necessity 
of a ditch lound the town wall. The debate on this subject at a 
Consultation tlie 1st May is thus lecoided • The Picsident la>s bcfoie 
the Boaid the necessity of making some immediate piovision foi 
l’oiliCying and fuilher seeming our town wall, which on a suivey 
appeals to be m a most defenceless condition lie obscncs that 
how'cvei 6tnct tlie Honourable Company's oideis appeal against 


l Bnm Gov. Consultation 2(lth May l/H 5 , Tult Diitj 11 of 1737 36, 12? 

sBorn (Jo\. Consultation lOtli April 17 W, l’nl> l)i irj 12 of 17"S-'i‘>, 122 

'Horn. Om. Consultation lOtli April 17 >1, Pub Pi.irj 12 of 1 7.1, s- !■>, 12S 123 
Ainoiu; 105S 90 details Bruce (Annals, II fifil-007 iiul III 0 ,f - t||,} notices diffi cutties 

in connection with the withdrawal of the Subs from Bnmliij mil adds, JJomlmy 

ai li d on the defmsiv e ami ilul not atUuh the Sub'- tin l, his lh ct mule mu il 
ill 'imt on the 1 -l.iml of Humbiy, in whuh llicy vm u jnilsi il l«j the KnyliJi tjuojis 
'I In- Snli’i Heel mil aimy un.ulril limnin' .mil tool jio . ■ ,1011 uf A1 limn Jl i/.'anii, 
ami Sion. 3 he Guii mui .mil tlic^iin on Hire bcsii B nl in the turn mil tlie (\ 13 II 1 
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entering on anj expensive buildings, tlio Court/s orders are on the 
other hand not loss strong foi omitting nothing’ towaids the safety and 
juescrvation of this their island. That for his pait m tlie present 
visilile slate of tlie £01 tificatious lonnd the town, he should ill disehaigc 
his duty if ho pictcnded to answer for the seemity of the place till 
some lequiMtc additions he made to strengthen and secure the wall. 
Nothing occurs moie fit for the puipose or more necessary than a 
ditch to he run round the town wall To estimate the expense it is 
pioposcd that a stated measure of ground he opened in a fitting place 
to the calculated depth and Incadlli, and a report of its charge he made 
to estimate the whole by a mean. The Board agiccing thereto, it is 
resolved that considering the danger of further delay, no time he lost 
in testing the cost of the proposed ditch. 1 

About the close of June the same year (1739) the merchants came 
forward with a voluntary subscription to aid Government in fortifying 
the wall. They say : The great happiness we enjoy under the English 
Government in the perfect security of our property and in the f ice 
exeicise of our respective ways of worship, leads us to bo very desirous 
of continuing the same advantages to our posterity. As the foi midable 
power of the 5 MardtlifU lias subdued the neighbouring country and as 
the invasion of this island is threatened, we cannot avoid being anxious 
that such a defence may be seemed as may tend to disappoint their 
evil designs As we apprehend the town wall was intended as a 
i security to the merchants admitted to the piotcelion of this Government, 
for the erecting of which we have long contributed; and as notwith- 
standing that we aic apprized it is not yet in a condition to resist the 
neighbouring power, and seeing we have no othfer place to retreat to in 
case of an invasion, we humbly request that the said wall may be 
foi lifted with a ditch and such other additions made to it as may on 
an emergency secure om effects and families Towaids defraying tlie 
expense of the same, we the merchants residing in Bombay and whose 
names are hereunto subscribed, beg leave to pioposo that a duty of one 
per cent be laid and collected until the amount of thirty-thousand 
rupees he raised which is as much as we can offer, considering the 
picscnt decay of trade and the want of substantial merchants. 3 

In laying this repiesentatiou before the Council at a Consultation 
ou the 29tli June 1739, tlie President rcmaiks : Our present situation 
admits of no longer delay m coming to some resolution for or against, 
the cairymg of a ditch lound the town wall. The principal merchants 
of tlio place convinced of the necessity of putting the town in some 
better slate of defence have subscribed the sum of thirty thousand 
rupees towards the expense of this work. This is as much as can ho 
expected from -that body considering the low declined state of trade. 
And whereas, for the reasons sot down in onr Consultation of the 1st 
Maj r last, a lesolution passed tlie Council for testing the charge of 
completing the proposed ditch the failuie of submitting such a 
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lepoifcis owing to the rains setting in, and preventing digging to, a 
competent depth. At tlie same time mfoimation is available for the 
calculation that admitting the ditch to be fifty feet bioad and 
fourteen deep, the chaige will come out about eighty-five to ninety 
thousand rupees. It remains then to determine what is most expedient 
for the Ilonouiable Company's intei est, Om piesent insecurity fiom - 
the weakness of the fortifications lound the town, is fully setfoith 
in our Consultations of the 1st and 10th May last. As the same is 
appaientand evident to eveiy member of this Boaid, and as the security 
and preservation of the island, and the tranquillity and piotection of 
the inhabitants a^e trusts essentially reposed in this Government, 
since this addition of a ditch to the town wall appeals the only moans 
to stiengthen our defence, the question is pioposed to the membeis 
severally for their respective assents, and is earned iu the affirmative , 
Mi Geelae only dissenting. The Consultation adds • A$ this Resolu- 
tion is of so gieat impoitance the following summary recapitulation 
of our masons is submitted to our Honourable Masteis foi tlieii judg- 
ment and satisfaction, that m this deteimraation we aie guided cnhiely 
by oui duty and a legal d to their interest and to the preservation of 
then estate entrusted to our caie and management. Howcvei ex- 
press the Ilonouiable Company's repeated injunctions may be against 
burying then money in expensive woiks on any pictext whatever, 
when these ordera are set against and compared with then lopeated 
assurances of giudgmg no expense for the immediate defence and pie- 
servation of the island itself, since no sufficient dependence can be had 
on any piomi=e, treaty, or assurance from or with the Maratli.Is, our 
piesent situation is undeniably such as will warrant this only step 
we can think of for the attainment of any tolerable degice of sceuuty 
In tiuth without the addition of a ditch, the town wall may be 
leckoned of no use oi significance to the purpose of defence, and con- . 
sequently a neat loss to the Honourable Company. l f oi the tiulli of 
this we need only appeal to the suivey oE its piesent untenable condi- 
tion more amply set foith in our Consultation of the 16th Alay last 

Our inhabitants are giown so apprehensive of the mseeme postuie 
of the place against the power of oui encio.xching neighbour 1 ;, that it 
is highly necessaiy foi the Government with all expedition to pioeure 
and provide for tlieii secunty in case of an invasion. Such =ecuuty can 
in no wise be so effectually obtained, as by fortifying the town itself 
for the gi eater assurance and encouragement of the inhabitants The 
trading pait of these inhabitants have voluntarily contiibutcrl the sum 
above deckied, and m futuie no caie shall be omitted to considci all 
fitting ways and means to lighten the buithen to our Ilonouiable 
Masters. 

A® the calculate now furnished is as exactly taken as the natrae of 
the subject would admit, the amount of the* chaige cannot but be 
esteemed by oui Honourable Masteis on a consideration of all ciicum- 
stanees well applied towards sccuung so great a capital and nrteiest 
as they have in this place and its dependencies Noi do wc sec how 
we conld justify the neglect of oui duty in the majntcnanie of this 
gieat trust or hazard, the loss of the inland, foi fen *o£ meaning tins 
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additional expense, without which all the rest may be counted thrown 
a.wav, or in so dangerous a state as to dcscivc no reckoning on it as 
a property in slock, unless the lying at the MarAtlias' discretion can 
be esteemed any degree of trustworthy security. Agieed likewise that 
the most efficacious methods be pitched upon for completing the ditch 
m as easy a manner to the inhabitants, and working people, as can lie 
devised. 1 * 

Mr. Geelue's dissent from the above resolution regarding the ditch 
is thus recorded in the Government Diaiy of the 6th July 1739 : The 
following [are Mr. John GeeWs reasons for dissenting from the 
lesolution of the 99th Juno Consultation to set about out of hand the 
making a ditch louud the town wall of Bombay. The Honourable 
Company's positive orders (in their last letter by ship Harrington ) 
against any enormous expense of what land soever, seem to me a good 
reason why we should not set about so chargeable a work, as no doubt 
this will prove,' without their previous commands concerning it, 
especially as farther I presume that it will be impossible to finish 
the ditch in time, so as to bo of service on the emergency, for which it 
is judged necessary to make this ditch. 

Again from the many woiks already in hand, and the gicat 
complaint for want of people I piesumc that this new and heavy woik 
can hardly be earned on without foice, or at least without causing great 
uneasiness to the labouring people. As our new neighbours are en- 
dcavounng by all means to draw these men from us, it is not unlikely 
that any older for forced labour may contribute to the driving such 
of them away, as during the late tioublcs have taken shelter amongst 
us. Themoicso, as in the ticaty with the Mara thus now on foot, 
one of the articles they insist on, and to which we have consented, is 
that all recent immigrants who are willing shall have liberty to go back 
to their own country. Bor all these reasons I dissent from the said 
resolution of setting about the ditch for the piesent. 3 

The Board at their Consultation, the 6th July 1739, observe : The 
Board pi oceed to consider of the most proper method of raising the 
voluntary contribution of Bs. 30,000 towards the said work of the 
ditch from the body of merchants as set forth in our Consultation of 
the 29th June, nud the same being debated upon, wo arc unanimously 
of opinion that one per cent be levied additionally upon the trade 
which is subject to pay two per cent contiibution to the town wall 
until the amount be clcaied and the proceed of this new duty he earned 
to a head of contiibution to the town ditch. And it is ordered that 
the custom master do collect and distinguish the same accordingly. 3 

On the 6th July Government appointed Mr. Thomas Marsh pay- 
master of.the town ditch. A fortnight later Mr. Marsh applies for 
palanqniu Kolis legarding which matter the Bombay Diary of the 
20th July has the following entry ■ Mr. Thomas Marsh appointed by 
Council of the 6th instant, paymaster of the town ditch, applying 
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foi palanquin Kohs in lcgairt to tlio distance of the woilc and some 
consideiation foi the cxtiaoidmaiy tionblc attending this office, the 
Boaid thinks it lcatonablc to allow him some eneouiagemcnt to a 
punctual discharge tlieicof, and agrees to fix his appointment at Its 10 
a month and the pay of palanquin Cooleys (Kolis). Fmthci whcicas 
Mi Mai ill’s assistant Mi William Nicholls continues still to attend 
the warehouse, as well as this additional employ, m oidei to on com age 
liim to do his duty punctually, the Boaid allows him Its. 30 a month 
extiaouhnaiy The whole is deelaiod ehaigeable to the account 
expenses of the town ditch 1 * * 

The one pei cent duty rcfciied to above was oidcied to be levied 
fiom the 1st of August 1730 as appeals from the following Govern- 
ment lcttci to Mi William Sedguicke, Miihini custom .master, dated 
the 1st Novembci 1739 : The meicliante having made a suhsciiption of 
one pei cent on theii tiadc towards the ditch you aie lieicby oideied to 
collect the same fiom and aftei the 31st July last (1730) and to open 
a head on j'oui ImoIcs for the amount thereof entitled * Cpntiibution 
to the Town Ditch/ 5 

On the 13th November 1739 Government appointed the following 
sixty-one European gentlemen to the several bastions as shown below :’ J 

Piniri’i, Bastion — 1 Thomas Waters Esquire; 2 Mr Henry Bertie 1 } 

3 Mr Jno Brandling, 4 Mr William Nicholls, 6 Captain Thomas 1 
Stoneliam, C Mr Robert Ni&bitt , 7 Mi Eduard Dunstcr; 8 Captain 
Francis Atkins , 0 John Anthoney. > 

Bmjal Bastion and Pierhead — 1 Thomas btonesticct Enquire ; 

2 Mr Francis Stradwichc , 3 Mr Thomas Marsh , 4 Mr Edward 
Owen , 5 Mr. Robert Ran don , fi Phillip Pascoli . 7 Mr. Robert Collson ; 

8 Mr Cromchnc , 9 Mich. Razor ' 

Old Miindu Bastion Battcnj . — 1 John Gcclac Esquire , 2 Mr Hugh ’ 
Biilwell , 3 Mi. Thomas Hodges , 4 Mr Pheasant Crisp , 5 Mr. Laurence 
Sullivan , 6 Mr William Slnvivtll 7 Sir. Michell M.irsliall, 8 Mr 
George Craig , 9 Mi Sanmcll Tetei-s , 10 Mr. John Nicliokon 11 Mr, 

John Hunton; 12 Mr. Anthony Brandon, 13 Mi John Mannisco, 

14 Mi. Say. 

Mailborowjh Bod ion —1 John Shoilcy Esquire, 2 Mi. James 
Stewart, 3 Mi Walter Ray; 4 Mi George Scott ; 5 Mi Richaul 
Biougliton , C Mr Robert Bahlrey 

Hlanlwpr Bastion — 1 Mr Clcland , 2 Mr John Sewell , 3 Mr Samuel 
Pncc , 1 Mr. George Jcnkmson , 5 Lewi 5 Vcndall ; C Thom is Bndd. 

Chimb Bad ion — 1 Mr. George Dudley, 2 Mr William Dans, 

3 Mi. George Saillici , 4 Mr Chalks Mannmgham , 5 Demy Venhehl , 

0 Ri clind Nov land 

Mfiiiii JJadinn — 1 Mi .Tolin Limhton . 2 Mr John Buiclnll, 3 Mi 
Aloandcr Dnugla-s , 4 Roliut Worlli; r > William Taj lor, (> Mr 
New nun 


1 Bran Gov Ci.n'ultalion -0Ui Inlj 1730, Pub Dilrj 12 of I7.SS .{», 279 
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Jbuvni Bullion — 1 Mr George Posen al , 2 Sir. Ilugli Symons, 

3 Mi. J’ngh "NVillis , 4 John Dicks, , 5 John Long 
In 171*1 the question of compensating' the owners of the trees and 
giounds icqiurcd for the fortifications came before Government. The 
following is the iccord of a Consultation of the 8th May 1 7-11 : A number 
oT coeoanut trees having been cut down by order of the Pi evident and 
Council, as appears iu Consultation the 4th April 17o7, for clearance 
in pait of the town and also round the fortification at Malum, ami 
otheis since at Bombay for forming a proper space to cairy on the 
lampart, and some batty grounds contiguous being- taken into the ditch, 
the means by which restitution shall be made to the owneis of such tiecs 
and grounds aie con^ideied. An account of the several claimants with 
the lcspcctivc damage sustained accoiding to the voreadoies J valuation, 
is now piescntbd to the Boaid. Fiom this account it appears that, 
notwithstanding the sums there set down are considerably under- 
rated, the whole amounts to Es. 2974-2-56. tVeie we to pay aecoid- 
mgly, the persons would greatly suffer and theiefore the Boaid aie of 
opinion that it null be the most equitable method to assign an equivalent 
iu trees and ground from those of our Honourable Masters. To the 
end that this transfer be fairly adjusted and if possible to the satisfac- 
tion of all parties, the Board aie of opinion that the oveiscor of the 
oavts with the assistance of Janoji, All Bawa Coat (Khot), Joseph 
de Cuiz, Thomas do Silva, Ignatio do Silva, and Antonio de 
Azavcdo, who aie esteemed competent judges and honest men, he 
appointed to inspect and report the particular parcels of ground and 
number of trees proposed to he made over that the necessary oideis 
for delivciy may pass fiom this Board. And as by this expedient we 
hope those concerned will be better pleased than by the receipt of any 
sum we could propose to pay them, as from observation we find that 
through their special knowledge the native possessors of oaits gene- 
i ally makc.thcm pioduce more than those of our Honourable Masteis 
<■ mud as to make lctuni in money only by the premontioned estimation 
would afford matter of uneasiness and complaint, so we hope onr 
Honourable Employ cis will acquiesce m this lesolution, since all things 
consuloied, we conceive this method to be tiuly most advantageous to 
them. The ncccsmry instructions for Mr. Sandeis the picsent over- 
seei of the oaits to the foiegomg purport being prepared aie approved. 1 

The following is the account icfcncd tom the Consultation of the 
S th May : Account of coeoanut trees cut down byovdci of Governor 
Home and .Council as appeals by the Consultation of the 4th April 
• 1 7 -*J 7 as also of such as have been icmovcd m older to form the ditch 
*' ''and in electing the military topass houses within thcto\vnwall,thc whole 
taken and valued by the voreadoies as appeals by their lespective lcporls 
now in the Poilugiicsc sccictary's office : Tices 621 ; Its. 2971-2-56. 
Besides the above demands Yitlialdas Kasidas had, in February 1739, 
as appeal.-’ by the Consultation, a sliai e of the oai t Collat assigned linn 
belonging to the Ilonomablo Company in lion of 201 coeoanut tiecs 
cut down iu 1ns o.ut c.illcd Mccluck and valued by the veicadoics at 
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B«. 4G6L In the above account, accoidmg to a eiurent practice of tlic 
vercadores, cv ciy good cocoanut tree is valued at R s 4. This rate lud its . 
lisc when the Bank began to lend money on landed security. In leahly 
the good tiees aie vvoith and will commonly fetch double that sum. 
However as we, say the Board, return an equivalent in tiees to the 
piopnetois fiom the Company’s oaits, the}’ will not suffei by our 
under-rating. 1 

Mention is made above of the imposition in 1739 of a one pei cent 
duty to meet the expense of making a ditch lound the town wall. 
The measure was lcpoitcd to the Comt of Ducetors vvho'-e opinion the 
Bombay Government lcceived m 1741, Theii dial} of the 3id 
August contains the following note : Oui Honourable Mastcis m 
paragraph 101 intimate their opinion that the duty collected as a con- 
lnbution to the town ditch ought to extend not only to the black 
merchants but all others. A motion is made to come to c omc resolution 
in that paitieulai, but the members not being prepaied to cntci on a 
discussion of the point, it is refened to another day 2 

On the 7tliAugust 1741 the Board resume : Our Honourable Masteis 
in paragraph 101 of then last commands intimating that the one per 
cent contribution foi defraying m part the chaigeof the town ditch 
should extend to all merchants, this mattci was deferred at last meet- 
ing for fuithei consideration It is now' lesumed and though it is 
ccitarn even at picsent the tiade is considerably buithcned, jet as it 
seems to be tlieir pleasure and is deigned foi easing them of that 
heavy though necessaiy w'Oik, we believe it will be the moic raadily 
submitted to Thciefoie it is directed that fiom and aftei tins day an 
additional duty of one per cent bo collected on all English private trade 
and be appropriated to the head of Cliaiges digging the Town Ditch , 

Consequent on the above resolution the following older to the custom 
masters of Bombay and Muhirn was issued the same clay, 7th Augubt • 
The Honourable Company m then last commands having been pleased 
to intimate that the additional duty of one pci cent should Ire lev led 
on all tiade in general tovvaids disbuising the cliaigc of the town ditch, 
vou are lieicby dnectcd to see the «ame collected fiom tlus day 
foivvaid on all English trade, and earned to the head of Contribution 
of the Town Ditch 1 

At a Consultation, the 27thNovember 17 il, the Pi evident Mi Stephen 
Law lays bef oio the Board instructions necessaiy foi the better con- 
ducting of the work of the town ditch as well as for pi eventing any 
fraud oi imposition on the part of the Piuvoes, subhecldis, and othei 
supervisors The«e being icad the Board unanimously approve theieof 
and dueet that copies be delivered to the usual persons foi their strict 
observance. 5 These mstiuehons are given below. 


204, 

:ci 


i Pub Diarv 14 of 1740 11, ISO, 182. 
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Rules to be 'observed for tbc works carrying on at the town ditch 
and- Moody’s Bay, namely i 1 

1 That each suhliedar attends his assigned business exery morning 
eaily foi bunging the Lihomeis togelhei and that so many subhcddis, as 
also masons stone-cutters and Pun oes, ho employed in tlio most likely manner 
to nnswei the main end of despatch Each suhhcd.ir to have a hBt of the men 
entrusted to lus caic, noting the pay of eicry man and the muster to bo taken 
m the picscncc of the paymaster's ofiicci and also that to bo appointed by the 
Mihhedur. At the close of tho evening the said suhhed.ii must sign the list 
ascertaining the nurnbei that day at work under him, which must soil o ns a 
voucher to the payment to bo made by tlio paymaster's ofticeis and sucli 
loucheib to remain on register for producing alien tho monthly accounts aio 
to ho passed 


2 Whereas an engineer or master dncctoi of the works, or Ins assistant, 
will attend a daily abstract must ho given to lmn of tho people at woik for 
knowing whether then attendance be gnon , and ho has moieoioi a liberty to 
ho present at tho muster for satisfying lumsolf that justice is done to tho 
Company "When lie » at such mustci, lie should also sign with tho suhliedar 
as a testimony that tho muster is right 

. 3 In order to regulate the chops (clilufpi moaning seals) necessary to ho 

issued at each division, there must bo immediately an account taken of all 
chops that aro distributed These must he called in and pud for. Then tho 
whole chops ascoitaimng tlioir number with exactness must he lodged in a 
good chest under two locks, each suhliedar, where tlio division is, to liaio one 
key and the paymaster's othcci another, tho chops thcnco to ho issued, a daily 
account to ho kept thereof and seen to it that the Company nio not lnjmcd for 
w inch ond tho chops should he called m and discharged everyday. For dis- 
tinguishing to which company the chops belong, D.iji Niiik’s must ho 
nutnheiod 1, Gun Nfok’a No. 2, Qunji’s No 3, Sen Naik’s No 4, Mahmud 
iNiiik s No o, and the chops to lie confined to tho division assigned 

4. To prevent every instance of abuse tho accounts of tho sulilicdrfr 
respecting each division, us woll as tho same hept by tho paymaster's oiheer, 
must ho lodged in a good chest with two locks, cadi suhliedar to havo ono key 
and tlio paymastei’s ofliccr another; and tho accounts to bo adjusted and 
finished o\ ny day at each post and there also signed. 

5 That tho suhhcd.ir at each division do indont to tho paymasters 
storekeeper for evory tiling w-anted. As it may not bo possiblo to comply 
entirely, such storokeoper is to send with tho things a note to tho suhhcd.ir, 
expressing the quantity so sent and in whoso cliaigo, "When tho noto is brought 
to tlie suhliedar, he is to examine if tho ai tides wrliidi come to hnn agieo with 
, the note. If not, ho is to make the hearer answorahlo for any deficiency And 
such hoaror should count tho things so delivciod- ,by tho stoi eke oner at the 
time of taking them into lus cliargo Provided tho things are sight tlio subho- 
tUristo bignlusnamo to tho noto as avouchei. This noto, with all, others 
that come within the month, must ho gi\ on to tlio paymaster for- regulatin'* 
tho account- with his stoickeopei Ho is also 1 to keep tho notes 1 by ®m for 
proving’ lus accdunts when dcliveicd -into the. accountant’s office.' 'Tho' tamo 
caution and mothod to ho used when tho sulihedrtis send any old stoics to tlio 
storekeeper by signing a note Tins noto tlio storekeeper 'is to preservo and 
sign, on finding the contents to answer. • ' ' 1 i. . w 


!>- 
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&ign^ on uncling the contents to answer. 

C That regard ho had to dividing the pcnplo to' ovory part' *6f thb ivoilc in 

such proportion as the lmsmess to ho done ficoly requires. 1 '\Vlien the .mustorfi 

l S° s ”»™ ■<* Ho fswl0',»to!lpnimyaa«. 
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7. All tlio materials wanted for the works must bo duly kid m by the 
pay master so thnt no stop or hindrance ensues. At the end of every month 
the paymaster must give in an abstract to the President of what then remains 
with tlicrr true value and ho may see to the getting what Fhall be requisite for 
future service In case the works bo not properly supplied, the subheddr 
must report tho want to tlio engineer, the pay master, or to the President nt ' 
such tunes ns thu latter takes his round for visiting tho works 

8. Tho subliciirs are to have a true regard that the people employed 
whether as Purvoes or otherwise bo faithful and qualified, no moio than wont- 
ed to he kept m service On any failure in this material article, they aro 
required to make a report to the President. 

0. Whatever mortar lie bi ought for tho works must be measured and 
taken in an exact manner nt the places nssigned for rcccmng it Tlio 6ubhe- 
dar so receiving is to pass a receipt for tho quantity, inserting the name of tlio 
scllor Tlus receipt is to sene as a vouchei to tho paymaster and at the end 
of ei cry month is to bo sent with tho others into tlio accountant’s office with 
lus accounts 

10 That tho subhctlirs do report to the President anything- they have 
to offer for tho benefit of the rcrvice The works to bo lined ont by tlio direc- 
tor of the same and to bo afterwards inspected by Itumji and Gumli.lji Purvoes, 
who are to be apprized of tho number of men of overy denomination on work 
ea cry day 

11. For delivering ont chops it is apprehended the mihtia subbed Ars with 
the approval of our subhcdars.may sene instead of the Purvoes now employed 
By this means tlio pay of twenty or more Purvoes may be saved tho Company 
every month This therefore must be tried and continued until solid reasons 
are oflered to the President for altering it 

At their Consultation, the 2nd February 1742, Government admit 
the necessity of placing one more Lieutenant at Sion Fort - Considering 
the great consequence of that post of Sion and the several passes from 
Sakcttc lying raoie immediately thereabouts, which obliges us to 
continue a laige number of people on duty there, it would be eligible 
to have another Lieutenant in station. So long as tbeic is only one, 
when he has occasion to repair to town on his piivatc affairs, the place 
is left destitute of a propci command. The President therefoie pioposes 
that Mr. Thomas Andicws the oldest ensign, of whom the captain 
commandant as w’cll as others give a handsome eharactci, he appointed 
a Lieutenant and stationed under Air. Sterling at Sion where he will 
also be of seivico with respect to what has been mentioned of the other’s 
want of writing. The Boaid after some consideration resolve that 
Air. Sterling be oidcied to take the command of Sion and Messis Lane 
and Forbes to suceeed to the two vacant companies. On the President’s 
motion Mr. Hollomoro to have a Lieutenant’s commission as also 
Mr. Thomas Andrews who is for the present to do duty at Sion, 1 
Necessaiy repairs to Sion Foit formed the subject of debate at a Con- 
sultation on the 22nd Februaiy : A leportis made of the present had 
condition of the Sion Fort. The store-rooms apartments and magazine 
are in a most wretched state, insomuch that no kind of stoies provisions 
or amm unition conld he deposited theic during the rainy season without 
bang spoiled by the weather, and the roofs of those several places are 
entirely decayed. The expense that will attend this repair, by' a calculate 


1 1 Bomi’Gov.'CousuItation 2nd Feb. 1742, Tub Diaiy 15 of 1741-42, 71. 
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now presented, we are sorry to observe will amount to so laigo a sum 
as Rs. 2686-2-50. At tire same time they are so immediately 
nece-saiy that ■without them the fortification cannot he deemed of any 
benefit. This leaves no room for hesitation in 01 dcimg the lcpaiis. 
At the same time the President lemarks that the frequent occasions 
of repans to the Company's buildings pioceed in a gicat measure 
fiom their being ill fabricated at the first llnougli a mistaken notion 
of rendering the expense less. Tins saving was only in appeaiance, 
for the event shows they have turned out really dealer than if made 
substantial and of the best material at the beginning. Therefore with 
the consent and appioval of the Board it is positively diieoted and 
fixed as a standing rule that no mats be used in the roofing of any 
house or building designed to last for any number of years. Instead 
of mats laths sawed out of teak must be used. The lafteis to be of 
the best sorts of the same timber. Fuither that it be particnlaily 
given into the charge to the woikmcn employed on any building to 
inspect into the timber and see to its goodness as well as all othci 
mateiials used on the work they arc carrying ou. 1 

The acting engineer Mr. Joseph Smith submitted a report ou the 
condition of the dock and bandar piers, on which the Board at a 
Consultation on the 18th October obseivc : Read a report from 
Mr. Joseph Smith, who at piescnt acts as engineer, of the decayed 
condition of the dock and bandar pieis. The estimate of repairing 
both in a piopcr durable manner is specified in his leport. Willi 
regard to the dock pier the Board are entirely of opinion some lepair 
should he iminediatel}' given as great part is fallen and the safety of 
the shipping in the dock solely depends upon the pier without which 
the dock itself must be useless. The Board therefore direct the repans 
he set about with the necessaiy speed. Mr. Smith's proposals as to 
the bandar pier the Piesidcnt desiics may be loforrcd to Mr. Wake's 
determination when on the spot. In this the members acquiesce. 2 

On learning, the completion of the town ditch the Court., m their 
letter of the 13th March 171-3, para 7 0, write : We aic glad to find 
by the advices befoie us that the town ditch is nearly completed. As 
it hath cost us Rs. 2,50,000, the one per ceut duty levied on the trade 
must he continued till wo aie reimbursed the same. 3 4 

The work of the town ditch being completed, the President gave 
orders for selling off the cattle as they were no lougei wanted, and an 
account sale of them was laid befoie the Board on the 3rd June 1743.* 

At a Consultation on the 13th June 1743 the President acquaints 
the Boaid that the several persons employed by the ditch paymaster 
have been discharged by lus directions except two Purvoes who are to 
be kept for tins month only to bring up and close the 'several accounts. 
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3 Court to Bombay 13th March 1743 para 70, Pub. Don Court’s Letters Vol, 3 of 
1742-1751,41. _ 
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Then their pay as well as that of the paymastci and his assistant will 
cease J 

In their lettcis of the 13th and 30th Match 1744, paragraph 79, 
the Couit of Dnectois wnte* We dneefc tliat Mr Joseph Smith om 
present bombaidierdo act also as engineer and in the several offices he 
now holds Foi this wc will give him Its 140 a month in full for all 
allowances for the said employments provided our Piesident shall think 
him qualified foi those stations. 1 * * * 

With a view to pi event the Maiathds from taking possession of 
Butcher’s Island, it was found necessaiy to keep the fort on tliat island' 
in good lepan. The Bombay Government Diaiy of the 16tli Match 
1744 has the following entry . A leport of the condition of the fort 
on Butcher’s island and officers’ apartments, as also a calculate of 
the expense of the necessaiy repairs amounting to Its. 1642 being 
piesented, the Boaid aie of opinion that as it is lequisito to keep 
possession of that island to pi event oui ncighbouis* settling theic, fiom 
w hence the ent lance into Maliim nrei and even into this haiboiu 
might be incommoded, the submitting to the above expense is unavoid- 
able. The lcpairs pioposcd aie therefore ordered to be given and caie 
must be taken that they do not exceed the calculate 5 6 

Part of the bandar piei having fallen down by the continual washing 
of the =ea, the stones at first not being laid with ehunam, on the 20tli 
July 1745 the Board directed that the bandar pici he immediately 
leji.iired with the utmost fitigality and that the work be effectually 
performed, an estimate of tlie expense being first made and dclivcied 
to the Boaid 1 

On the 13th August 1745 the land paymastei lays befoic the Boaid 
an estimate for the lepairs of the bandar piei amounting to Rs. 4490. 
This estimate is on the supposition that the foundation is n ell laid , 
othciwi«e the repairs must exceed the estimate The Boaid dnecled 
that the repaus be earned out with tlie utmost caie and frugality 5 

In then lettei of the 25tli Febinary 1747, paragiaph 57, the Court 
express tlicii appioval of the repaus to the bandar piei and otlici 
buildings They mite : We cheerfully acquic-ee in the icquisite 
expense to icpan the bandar piei, make the mint moie commodious, 
and for putting the pauonngc bouse m decent oidci.® 


1 Bom Gov Consultation 13tli .Tune 1743, Pub. Dnr\ 1G of 1743, 151. 

= Pub Pep Court’s Letters Yol 3 of 1742 - 1751, 42j SS 

"Born. Got. Consultation lGth March 174-1, Pub Diary 17 of 1744, 9G 

* llnm. Gov, Consultation SlJtli July 1745, Pub Dior} IS of 1744-43, 210. 

5 Horn Gov Consultation 13tli Aug 1747, Pub Diarj 18 of 1741-45, 221. 

6 l'ub. Pip Court’s Letters Yol 5 of 1742-1751, 141 Tlie Parsonasre Uonsc was 

bought by C.oi eminent in 173S and n.is continued ns a parsnnmru till 1501 '11m site 

i- across Cathedral Street nbont 30 j arils south of the south - h 0-4 cate of the Cathedral 
It is the second liousu to the south e>f Armeninn Inne The house siaspvenjip in. 
1601 1*. cause ns the report says the clergjn.an was unable to <-lti.p m coiwijuence of a 
cotton ccreu built clo-c by it (Collector’s Iiccords, Compilation P 331 of 1827.) 
The clcrrriiu.m ulio complained nas tlie lies II. Buryovs after nhom as recorded m 
ISlGlij Qu Hai (Ad-.entures) tlie .Sontpur burjinp sround on Bacfc Baj was In on n 
-is Pulre Burrons’ Go Bonn, “ Padre Btmous did not u=c Ins own (Jo Bonn. As 
latr a» Ibis ]*e stated in an llnal.'-h law court that he lied Ken a resident cLaphun in* 
Bmiibaj fo:tj -two*$ ears Mr James Douglas - * 
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• At -tlieir Consultation on the 3id July 17*17, the Bombay Council 
ic ma rk : Some part oi‘ the bandar pier being represented to us as 
lcquning ficsli facing, it is directed that the same be unmediately sot 
about and finished \\ ith a pniapct at the end in such manner as on. 
occasion to admit of mounting thiec guns,' the tliaige of which is 
computed at about Rs. 400. 1 

In, 1750 Grose notices : The fortified house (the Castle) built on the 
site of the residence of the Poitugucse Government ought to have 
been taken down and built at Mcndliam’s Point. The piesent site is 
commanded by Dongri lull. The Castle was well built with regular 
gradients of stioug liaid stone. One of its bastions was called the 
tank bastion. In it was a large quantity of water. Tlicie is also a 
well within the foit, but the water is not extremely good, and liable 
to be dried up in the beats. The town wall ought to have included 
Dongn as the lull commanded both the town and the castle. The 
cuitam of the wall between the bastions was very fiail. A ditch had 
been made at gicat expense aud flooded. The foit was one of the 
stiongest of the Company’s places. 2 

On learning of the death at Fort St. David of Mr. Robins their 
engineer general tlic Court in their letter of 4th Maich 1752, paia 7S, 
write to Bombay To our unspeakable concern the Siuctlloiv In ought 
us the news of the death of Mr. Robms, our laic engineer general at Foit 
St. David in July last. It was part of our scheme that Mr. Robins 
should take a view of our scvcial settlements on your side of Inilia, 
and give, Ins thoughts upon the fortifications works and buildings. 
In this by the. event of his death wo are most unhappily disappointed. 
You are theiefore not to undcitake any expensive works until you 
have our express leave for the purpose, and you aie to he full aud 
explicit in dcsciibing such woiks, the necessity of them, and an estimate 
of their expense, in doing winch you aie to take to your assistance the 
most knowing persons in such mattcis who may be lesident at your 
Presidency 

Of the state of the outforls the Bombay Diary of the 25th August 
1752 has tho following details: The President acquaints the Board 
tliat as, some tune ago, it was rcpiesentcd to him that tho outforls 
wcie in a very bad state, he ordeied the provisional storekeeper, one 
of tho military captains, and tho first Lieutenant of the train, being 
judged the most pioper people, to make a regular survey of them. 
They having delivered him a report, dated '24th August 1752, it is 
now read to the Boaid. Fiom this rcpoit it appeals that the works 
in general aie much decayed, and the greatest part of the gun carnages 
quite unserviceable. ’ As the safety and preservation of the island 
so miich dopend on tho artillery, it is unanimously resolved to lay in a 
quantity of timber proper to gun carnages', as this is deemed the 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd July 1717, Pub. Dinry 20 of 1747, 228. 

s Grove's Vojngo, L 40 - 30 

" 3 Court to Bombay 4th March 1732 paia 78, Pub, Dcp. Court’s Letters Vol, 4 of 
1752-1706,14. . .. - 
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cheapest season of the rear foi entering into a conliaet. In regaid 
to the woiks it is agreed to defer making any alteiations addifions or 
repairs, but such as are immediately aDd absolutely necessaiy £01 their 
preservation, nntil we receive ordeis f 1 om the Honourable Company on 
this head, for whose inspection it is oideicd that a copy of the repoit 
be tiansmitted to England by the fiist ship. 1 The repoit is as follows - 
Outforts suivey lcporl fiom Messrs. John. Hope John Stanton 
and Enc Boling, to the President, dated Bombay 24th August" 1752 : 
Agreeable to youi Honour's oideis iceeived fiom Mr. Secretary Pi ice, 
we have surveyed the scicial outfoi ts belonging to this island The 
following are such icmaiks as we appiehend most woithy of notice : 

Muh\m Furt, August 1722 


No. 

Founder 

Wciilit. 

Ut marts. 



Cwt 

qr Ujs 


1 

51 

24 

2 13 

Good gnn, the camngo not repairable, 
being quite rotten 

1 

5* 

24 

1 21 

Bo do 

1 

51 

24 

1 6 

Do do 

1 

51 

16 

3 18 

The gun very old, the carnage may be 
made u'e of till another can ho provided 
but is very wide betwixt the chcels, 
being not intended for the gnn 

1 

4 

10 

3 12 

Both gnn and carnage unserviceable 

1 

4 

10 

2 6 

Good gun, carnage not icpairahle 

1 

4 

XI 

0 12 

Good gun, carnage unserviceable 

1 

4 

12 

3 (i 

Indifferent gun, carnage not repairable 

3 

4 

0 

3 24 

Good gnn, camngo not repairable. 

1 

51 

24 

2 18 

Do do rotten. 

1 

3 

8 

0 0 

Do. do unserviceable 

1 

51 

24 

3 17 

Do do not repairable 

X 

51 

24 

0 18 

Do do may be made use of 

until another can be provided 

1 

51 

24 

2 4 

Do do do capsquares 

wanting 

1 

51 

24 

r. 20 

Good gun, carriage unserviceable 

1 

0 

23 

0 27 

Do do repairable, capsqunres 

new wheels and axlctrce wanting. 

1 

G 

24 

3 23 

Do do 

1 

4 

10 

3 0 

Do. do 

1 

b 

22 

3 32 

Do do 

1 

6 

20 

3 14 

Do do 

1 

6 

22 

1 0 

Do do 

1 

C 

24 

1 1 

Good gun, complete carnage, wants only 
a smith to bend, one capsquaro a little 
more 

1 

6 

23 

0 14 

Good gun, carnage Tepairable, wanting 
capsquares .ixletreo and new wheels 

X 

4 

13 

2 22 

Do do. 

1 

C 

oo 

0 7 

Good gun, carriage icpairahle wanting a' 
the one before 

1 

26 

1 

2 

2 6 

Good gun, .carnage unserviceable. 


i Bom. Gov. Consultation 23th .tug. 1732, Pub Diatj 25 o£ 1732, 233-230. 
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2fm tar Beds. 

1 8-mch unserviceable being too light and rotten. 

1 4^-mch howitzei bed, but vcly mdiffeiont. 

2 

"New quoins (or wedges) -wanting for the whole number of guns. 

The powder chests want to he new canvassed and dammeied. 

Some of the above caniages were never made for the guns that are 
mounted on them. The eight swivel gun-posts to be moved and short- 
ened being quite unhandy and extremely dangerous to l e-chargc the 
guns, occasioned by the height of tlicir position. All the gun aprons 
ought to be exchanged, wooden hoiscs aie lequiiedfor the musquet 
cartndges to stand on. The spunges want to be new thrummed. 

, New wadd netts are wanting. 

Thirty grape shot of soits want to be rcpaiicd. 

The gunpowder in magazine of this fort is pretty dry. 

The gunners and military stores agree with the officer's list. 

, Si on Foi t, 5th Avgust 1752- 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

ncmnrl.4. 



Cwt. qr. lbs 


1 

3 

8 

0 G 

Good gun, and now carriago complete. 

1 

3 

r> 

3 12 

Do. do 

1 

G 

1G 

3 22 

Good gun, tlio carnage may bo mado use 
of provisionally, but wants capsquarcs 
and new wheels, likowibo very wide 

1 

3 

G 

2 22 

Good gun, tlio carriago sound, but wantb 
as the foimor, and is too long and wide 
betwixt the checks 

1 

3 

7 

1 10 

Good gun, new carriage completo 

1 

3 

8 

0 22 

Do an old but serviceable carriago. 

1 

6 

16 

3 16 

Do tlio carnage serviceable, provi- 
sionally wanting capsquarcs now w heels 
and axletreo 

1 

6 

16 

3 1 

Good gun and now carriago complete. 

1 

G 

17 

2 24 

Good gun and sound carnage, wanting 
capsquares 

1 

6 

17 

2 14 

Good gun, now carnage complotc. 

1 

G 

23 

3 26 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

21 

1 18 

Good gun, carriago wanting only new 
wheels. 

1 

G 

17 

3 21 

Good gun, new carriago complete 

1 

G 

17 

3 4 

Do. do. wants only a smith 

to alter the capsquares 

1 

2 

4 

0 0 

Bad gun and bad ship carriage 

1 

2 

4 

2 2 

Good gun, indifferent ship camago. 

1 

j 

I 

2 

2 26 

Brass swivel gun good. 

1 

18 

2 

3 27 

Do gun dismounted and unne- 

cessary. 
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1 7-incli howitzer 10 2, good field carnage 
1 41 -inch brass mortar and one 4J-incli howitzer good, but both 
want new beds. 

n 

The flair-staff is lotten in the socket, and very loose, wants lcpairing. 
Some large and small gun qiloins'aie wanting. * Hie arms in this foit 
are in an indiffeient condition and gieatly moie than necessaiy, the 
post 1)0111 g lelicved monthly, the soldiers cany their accoutrements 
complete with them. 

Thegunpondei m the magazine of this foit is pietty diy. The 
gunners and nulitaiy stoies agree with the officer's list. 

Passage Battery, 5th Jvguit 1752 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Iicimrl s. 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

3 

4 

0 

6 

3 

1 

3 

Ovt qr lbs 
10 0 0 
30 3 21 
24 2 3 

7 3 G 
12 0 

Good gun nnd new carnage complete 

Do. do 

Do. do 

One 7-incli howitzer good, the camago 
rotten and unserviceable 

Good gun, serviceable carnage 

Do. swivel 


Tliis s\vivcl gun to he removed, the post being lotten, inquires a new 
one, and the thrcc-poundci gun, standing on the hank of the liver, to 
he moved to the sepoy cfianfa, it being liable whcie it stands to be nailed 
up and overset in the night time nobody being neai, at hand. New 
hand spikes and quoins required. Very necessary to make new plat- 
forms for preventing the carriages and wheels rotting, they now 
standing on the bare ground. Likewise proper to cariy the parapet 
further ont to the river side, and the flanks fionhng the Tank Batten', 
and sepoy chatiln to he cnlaiged, that tluee guns may he abreast. The 
whole batteiy out of repair, several paifs of it being tumbled down. 

Triangle Battcrg, 5th Avgust 1752 


So 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Rcmrl". 

i 

G 

Cwt. qr lb* 
24 1 11 

Good gun, the carnage rotten nnd unscr- 

i 

G 

24 0 21 

viceable 

po do. 

i 

G 

24 0 23 

Do. do 

3 





Here the gnus stand on the ground so that the trains and wheels 
sink and must soon rot If this battery is to be repaiied it requiies 
a bank to be raised and a stone platform to be made If flanks are 
made to the Passage and Tank Batteries theic is no gieat need for 
this battery . - 




207 

Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Outfoi ts, 
1752. 


New npions and quoins wauled. This battery requires platforms 
| and flanks. Thoie is no gun llial can be brought to boar on llewa Fort. 


> 

l 


1 

J 

( 

1 


I 

t 


Rcwa Foii, 5th August 1752* 


No Pounder Weight, 


RcmarK* 


Gftt. qr. lbs 

4 10 2 2 Good gun and carnage. 

3 8 1 21 Do do 

4 12 2 lb Do do. 

4 9 3 0 Good gun and body, the cainago icquiio 3 

now wheels 

4 12 2 14 Do do 

4 13 0 9 Good gun and camago 

4 13 0 2(5 Do. do. 

4 9 3 21 Do do. 

4 12 3 11 Do do. 

4 12 2 25 Do do. 

3 8 0 2 Do do. 

Now quoins v anted. 

No sp.iro arms mthis fort. 

Winli Foil, 5tli Avr/uit 1752 

4 12 3 12 Good gun, carnage indifferent 

4 12 3 12 Do and carriage. 

4 12 3 12 Do and carnage may bo made use 

of till another can be provided 
4 12 3 12 Good gun, carnage rotten 

4 12 2 21 Good gun and carnage 

G 18 0 0 Do. do. 

G 18 0 0 Do do. 

G 17 1 14 Do- do. 

G 18 0 0 Do do. 

G 17 8 20 Do do. 

G 17 2 21 Do do. 

4 12 3 12 Do do. 

4 12 3 12. Do " and carriage mdifleient 

4 12 3 12 Good gun, the carriago iciy mdifleient. 


W<nh Butte, y, 5tli Ahigust 27.7!?. 

3 8 1 Good gun, the carnage decayed 
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TdiiL JJattcrii, 5th Auqmt 1 75 ?. 


No, 

I’oiimkr 

Weight. 

ltcmnrX°. 



Cnt w Hi 1 ) 


i 

G 

1G 3 15 

Good gun and now camago comploto. 

i 

G 

15 3 12 

Do do. 

l 

3 

8 0 20 

Good gun, the carnage serviceable, want- 
ing capsquaies and new axlotrce 

i 

3 

8 0 4 

Good gun, tlio camago lotton and unsei- 
viceablo 

l 

3 

8 0 2 

Do do 

l 

G 

3 

8 0 G 

Good gun, new carnage roquued, bomg 
rotten in the chcolcs 


I 


It 


r 13"— 33 
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At W.uli may be mafic a geml kiltery. Tlie gun Laving no platform 
io stand on i uns a chance of being overset in firing, occasioned by stones 
and locks. The passage it is =et in will not permit of one person 
pasting on citliei side. New set of powder mcasutes to be sent, so 
lh.it each measinefull bo tlie just allowance for that p oi t of oidnancc, 
the call ridges filled being aery unci on, and, on weighing, se\ ml of 
them gicatly deficient. We judge about It lnrrels short on the whole 
of the cartridges being 300, for which the officer could not account, 
being jcais since they wcie filled. 

The arms in this foit arc in a \ciy indiffcicnt condition. The 
gunners and military stoics agree with the oflieei's list 


Fan Foil , Gth Atigii't 1733 


No 

rounder 

WiLht. 

IlrnmifcB. 

i 

G 

CM 

1 c 

qr. lb* 
o cl 

Good gun nnrl carriago but wanting cap- 

i 

G 

17 

2 7 

tqtinrc*. 

Do rlo 

i 

6 

17 

a 2 \ 

T)o do 

i 

G 

17 

3 20 

Do do 

1 

4 

9 

2 10 

Do but mounted on an 

i 

4 

8 

0 8 

indifferent G-poundcr carriage 

Good gun and cnrmge 

i 

4 

8 

0 1 

l)o do. 

i 

4 

8 

1 G 

Do do. 

i 

4 

9 

3 11 

Do do. 

i 

G 

24 

0 14 

Good gun, the carnage indifferent, wanting 

i 

G 

17 

0 7 

new w heels capsqumvs and new avletrce, 
the present being lottcu 

Good gun nnd carnage 

i 

G 

17 

1 12 

I)o carriage serviceable, wanting a*. 

i 

G 

17 

3 12 

aboic 

Do do 

i 

c 

17 

0 20 

Do do 

i 

4 

10 

0 2 

Good gun, carriage Fervicuible, onlv too 

1 

4 

8 

0 14 

wide 

Good gun nnd carnage 

i 

G 

17 

1 8 

Good gun, cnni.igc serviceable, wanting 

i 

G 

21 

0 7 

new wheels cap*<piarrs and new nxlcirce. 
Good gun and enmngo 

i 

G 

17 

1 18 

Good gun, carnngo indifferent, being too 

19 




wide betwixt tho checks, wanting ns 
above. 


Higher wheels aio required for all the carnages in this foit or else 
the parapet to be taken oil a foot lowci. As the guns aie now mounted 
it is impossible to lay the guns low enough to do auy execution nearer 
than at the distance of 700 or 800 yaids. 

The two 4^-incli mortars want new beds. The gunpowder in 
magazine of tins foit pielty dry. 

The military and gunner’s stoics agiec with the officer's list. 
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JJuzgnon Foil, Cth August 1752. 


No 

Founder 

Weight. 

llcmarl s. 

1 

3 , 

Cut qr. lbs. 

8 1 2-4 

Good gun, ship carnage t cry old. 

1 

n 

U 

8 18 

Good gun, ship carnage unserviceable. 

2 





The platfoims ought to he repaiied being full of holes and tom up m 
many places. 

Dongn Foi l , 6th Avgust 1732. 


No 

Founder 

Weight. 

Hemal h&. 



Out. qr. lbs 


1 

3 

8 

1 0 

Good gun, carriage very indifferent, cap- 
squaies wanting. 

1 

3 

7 

3 20 

Good gun, camago serviceable provision- 
ally, but wants capsquarcs and new 
nxlotrce. 

1 

o 

O 

8 

1 15 

Good gun, carriage serviceable, wants now 
a\letice. 

1 

3 

7 

3 0 

Good gun, rotten and unserviceable cai 
nage. 

1 

3 

G 

2 10 

Good gun, very bad carriage. 

1 

3 

8 

3 25 

Good gun, serviceable carriage, wants 
capsquares and new wheels. 

1 

9 

29 

1 0 

'Good gun and carnage. 

1 

9 

29 

3 0 

Do. do. 

1 

9 

30 

3 0 

Do. do 

1 

9 

29 

3 0 

Do. do. 

1 

18 

50 

1 9 

Do. . do. wants new nxlcticc. 

1 

18 

48 

3 14 

Good gun and carnage complete. 

1 

9 

30 

2 7 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

23 

3 0 

Good gun, carnage wide but serviceable. 

1 

6 

23 

0 7 

Good gun and carnage. 

1 

6 

24 

1 14 

Do. & carriage serviceable but too i\ ide. 

1 

6 

23 

0 14 

Good guhj carnage unserviceable. 

Good gun,' carriage indifferent, now a\le- 
tico wanting. 

1 

0 

23 

2 0 

1 

19 

6 

24 

0 7 

Good gun, rotten carnage. 


The wheels in geneial arc good, but most of the carnages require new 
axlctiees, the piesent being absolutely too slight for such heavy metal. 
The tank to be lcpaucd, the wood work being entirely rotten and liable 
to fall in. 

New lanyards wanting for the aprons. Powder mcasuies to be 
sent The gun cartridges want to be started and measuied over 
again, being a long while since it was done. The gunpowder in the 
magazine of this foit pretty dry. 

The gunners and military stoics agree with the officers list. 
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JJicnch Bullet I/, 10th Avgust 17o2 


>•(. 

roundci 

Wtitlil. 

Itcmirks. 



Cut. rj r. IbJ 


1 

o 

4 2 4 

Good gun, indiflLicnt carriage. 

1 

n 

4 1 21 

Do. Forutc.iblc carnage. 

1 

i 

2 1 27 

Do. mounted on a sw iv cl. 

1 

i 

2 2 18 

Gun much won), mounted on a swivel. 

4 





On tin*; latteiy aie tlnce empty cmhmsmcs. The hatloij is noil 
pm cd If reepmed to be of any foimco must lia\c hcauci metal 
and two angle cmbrasuics to be cut out of the parapet. 


Tow n Tl*n^, 20th August 17.7,2 


No 

round ir 

Vujit 

llinmils 

1 

9 

CrI 

,37 

<jr Ita 

O 14 

Banda » Put 

1 

0 

37 

0 7 

> Good gtms and new carnage". 

1 

V 

28 

2 11 

3 




Unllttg i'li i 

1 

32 

01 

0 21 

1 Thu guns mounted on this battery nro nil 

1 

32 

69 

3 11 

I>rctty good, although old , the carn.igL" 
me (USo "civ iccablc, c\ccpt ono winch 

1 

32 

01 

0 21 

1 

32 

00 

0 0 

is very had. The merlon (parapet} of 

1 

32 

01 

0 0 

the hrst 32-poundcr gun to tlie left is 

1 

32 

SO 

2 5 

most tumbling down, not haring its 

1 

32 

SO 

1 12 

projicr length and distance fiom tlic 

1 

32 

00 

3 7 

embrasure. New spire cani.iges ought 

1 

32 

GO 

1 11 

to ho made, tho guns being heavy and 

1 

18 

19 

2 2G 

most of tlio enmngis, though service- 
able, piotty old. 

10 




Itoi/al Ballet y. 

1 

18 

41 

O 0 

Good cun. bad carriage. 

1 

18 

44 

0 21 

Do. do 

1 

18 

14 

1 21 

Do, do. no capsquaic". 

1 

18 

05 

3 0 

Do. mdxAcrunt carnage, no cap- 
Rjunie*. 

1 

18 

43 

0 0 

Do do 

1 

18 

50 

1 17 

1 All lndillcront carnages, no capsrpuires 

1 

18 

30 

2 19 

v nor tram irons, and very wide between 

1 

18 

49 

1 4 

) tho clicehs - r 

1 

18 

41 

1 17 

Good gim and carnage, no cap c quares. 

1 

18 

52 

0 0 

Do. liidiflerunt cainagc, no cap- 
Fquarc*'. 

1 

18 

50 

1 D 

Good gun, new tarnage. 

11 






All the wheels heie must of necessity lot sooner than oulinaiy, as 
no scuppci holes arc pionded at the foot of the parapel for the watci 
to mn out. 

The topvvoik, rvhcic the old casemate was, ought to be levelled with 
the icst of the parapet. On occasion it will do nilimlc mischief and at 
no time is it of scimcc. 
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Town TJ oeZ?, 20lh August 17S2. 


No 

Pounder 

Woiglit. 

Remarks. 



Cut. qr llis. 

Boyal Bastion . 

1 

18 

39 2 39 

Good gun, bad carriage. 

1 

18 

CO 2 21 

£>o. mdifTeient carriage, wanting 
capsquaros and tiam non*. 

1 

9 

29 2 0 

Good gun, carnage Eerviccablo till nnotliei 
can bo piovidcd. 

1 

9 

29 2 4 

l)o. do. 

1 

9 

40 2 0 

Good gun, carnage serviceable. 

1 

9 

29 0 0 

Do. can logo now. 

1 

9 

31 3 14 

Do. and carnage. 

1 

9 

30 2 21 

Do. do. 

1 

9 

30 2 14 

Do. do. 

1 

38 

CO 2 0 

Do. cainago indifferent, wanting 
cnpsquaies and tram irons. 

1 

13 

18 

50 1 23 

Good gun, lottcn carriage. 


Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 


Town Wall, 
1752. 


Here aic two empty embrasure 8 ?. On each side of the Apollo Gate is 
requiied a gun, mounted to defend the gate, beic aic embiasurcs and 
platforms for them. 

Town HaW, 20th August 1732 


No 

Pounder 

Weight. 

RcmirVs. 

■ 


Cut. 

qr. lb«. 

JfailhmovgU Bastion 

B 

9 

28 

2 14 

Good gun, mdiiTeicnt cauingc, wanting 
cajisquaros and train uons. 

3 

9 

24 

0 4 

Do. do. lotton wheel*. 

1 

9 

30 

0 19 

Good gun, indifYorent carnage, wanting 
capsqu.ires and tram irons. 

1 

9 

22 

2 14 

Do, do. 

1 

9 

30 

2 0 

Good gun, Bcrviceablo coinage, no cop- 
squaie*. 

1 

9 

29 

2 21 

Do. do. 

1 

9 

22 

1 4 

Good gun, tiro body of tbo cainago sei rice- 
able, no capsquaicsund the whcolsiotten. 

1 

u 

27 

3 7 

Do. do. 

C 

fi: 

* 

* 

Stanhope Bastion. 

1 

D 

•31 

0 7 

Good gun, serviceable carnage, wanting 
capsquaies and train irons. 

1 

9 

20 

0 1G 

Do. do, one wlieol rotten. 

3 

c 

15 

1 10 

Do. do, wanting only capsquaies. 

3 

G 

25 

0 8 

Do. do. 

H 

9 

26 

1 9 

Good gun, mdiffeiont carnage, wanting 
only capsquaics. 

B 

9 

29 

3 0 

Good gun, tlio carriage wanting capsquares, 
andtiain irons. 


9 

27' 

3 0 

Do. do. 

E 

9 

20 

1 0 

Good gun, serviceable carnage, 

Ueio aio tivo empty ombiasiuos. 
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Town 1\ nil, 
175 .*. 


y'i'i'ii IJ'ii 11, Sulk Avgurt 77.7’ 


No 

FuunOrr 

WcUi' 


II- -ii.irK* 

i 

i 

r> 

G 

Cut qr. H n 

27 3 8 
18 3 21 


Cliio-li Entlunl. 

i 

G 

18 3 7 


lleie are ‘til good gun 1 ' mounted on good 

i 

G 

21 1 11 


complete t image* T'oiiroinpl y ciiil-m- 

i 

G 

19 0 0 


mini, on i-icli *nlc of tin gate, ought In 
haie n gun moiintid hi e ich. 

i 

G 

18 3 21 


i 

i 

8 

G 

G 

18 0 21 
23 1 7 


i 

9 

31 2 0 

'.Vo II T* Barium. 

Good gun, ‘■on ii< iMo i.irrujc, wnmnu: 

i 

D 

30 2 0 

ciji'quirci .mil irmi iron 1 - 
Indillcnnt qtin, ohl 1ml s-nitc-il-lo nr- 

i 

G 

no 2 11 


n ige, wanting cap'-qu in. 1 ’ and train iron* 

i 

l 

23 0 0 
23 2 7 
21 2 0 

Good guns and nil the c irnngi s m ierj 

i 

G 


good condition. 

i 

9 

2G 1 7 



i 

9 

2G 2 0 

Good gun, sen icc-ible carnage, but nn 

8 

1 

9 

31 0 0 

cipsqum*. 

Ban In n Bc'’ion . 

GoihT gun, imlif7rront carnage, another 

1 

9 

32 2 14 

inii-.t lie prmnlcd. 

Good gun nnd camngu wanting csp’iiuarts 

1 

9 

31 2 0, 


mid tram irons. 

Do. (Jo 

1 

9 

27 1 7 


Do. indiflerent carriage. 

1 

9 

29 0 20 


Do, anil carnage. 

1 

9 

22 0 7 


Do. sen iceablc carnage. 

1 

9 

31 0 21 


Do nnd carrmgo wanting only cap 

1 

9 

28 0 17 

pqunroi. 

Good gun, frcmccpblc cirringa \i anting 

1 

9 

27 0 0 

CAji^qi inrc?. 

Good gun, indifferent carrugo. • * 

9 

7 

9 

2.7 3 li 

Pfinra’e Ballon. 

Good gun mid carnage. 

1 

9 

30 2 0 


Do. wants higher wheel'- 

1 

G 

23 0 11 


" 

1 

G 

18 3 0 


-Good guns nnd good complcto c images. 

1 

1 

G 

G 

19 0 14 
21 0 3 


Good gull, indifTerent carnage. 

1 

G 

21 2 7 


Do. and carnage. 

1 

1 

9 

9 

9 

23 3 7 
2D 2 0 

' 

■ Good guns and camngcs. 
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Here are two empty embrasures. On each side ot the bazfir gale 
ought to be a gun mounted in defence of the gate. The paiapct on 
the light is very much decayed. 

Town IFfl?/, 20th Avgust 1752. 


No, 

rounder 

i 

G 

i 

G 

i 

9 

i 

G 

i 

G 

i 

G 

i 

9 

i 

9 

i 

9 

3 

9 

1 

9 

31 


1 

6 

3 

G 

2 


1 

9 

,1 

9 

o 





Weight 


Cut. qr. lhs 
21 2 21 

22 1 0 
30 2 14 

22 3 21 

23 0 17 
17 0 20 

27 0 0 
37 0 0 
22 3 22 
0 0 
1 14 


38 

37 


19 0 0 
37 2 12 


29 3 0 
29 3 21 


Remarks. 


Old JKndvi Bastion. 

Good gun, serviceable carnage, wanting 
capsquurc*. 

Do. do. 

Good gun and carriage. 

Do. wanting only capsqunies. 
Do. do. 

Good gun, indifferent carriage, wanting 
capsqunrcs and tram irons, 

Good gun, carriage wanting capsqunrcs. 
Do. do. 

Do. do. 

j-Good guns and comploto carriages. 

Ileio aro two empty embrasures. 

Two Gun Battery. 

| Good guns and carriages. 

Kcxd Jfdudri. 

} Good guns and carnages. 


Chapter IV* 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Town Wall, 
1752. 


Here is one empty embiasmc. The works round tlio town wall aic 
kept m a very dirty condition, winch occasions the destruction of the 
■wheels, and tiain of the cainages, the platforms being good but full of 
eaitli and grass, the cmbiasurcs and merlons (parapets) being filled with 
weeds and glass, and the rampaits shamefully tom up by the hogs. 

But diet 's Island, 21st Avgust 1752. 


No. 

Ponfidtr 

l \\ Cllflll. 

Remarks. 

1 

G1 

Cut. qr. Ibr 

23 0 0 

Good gun, tlio carringo strong onongli, but 

1 

5i 

61 

24 

1 26- 

no capsqunics nnd tiam irons. 

Do. do. 

3 

23 

o- 0 

Do. do. 

1 

c| 

28 

1 6 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

33 

0 7 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

33 

1 2 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

14 

0 0 

Indifferent gun and carnage. 

1 

4 

12 

2 0 

Good gun, indiffeient ship-caiiingo not fit 

8 




for tlio gun. 


Butcher's 

Island, 

1732. 
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Fortifications 
and Buildings- 

Biiti tier's 
Island, 
173-’. 


Chief Engineer, 
173 J. 


IIcic is a wooden tank made unscrviceablo by the white ants. It 
ought to bo taken up and a tcnace tank made in the towci in its 
loom. 

The powder licic keeps very diy, but the magazine is in the middle 
of the towei, which being not above four feet deep and no turnings, 
lendeis it extiemely dangcions If occasion lcqunes a smai t engage- 
ment u ltli the oidnance, it will be liable to be foiced m fioui the 
lccoil of the guns. 

The foiegoing is a tme state of the" outfoits and works belonging 
to this island. We shall take pci mission to remark u hat we judge fui thoi 
woitliy youi Honour’s obseivation. Notwithstanding the powder in 
general belonging to the magazines is pietty diy, yet it is much clogged 
both m the bauds aud cailndges and ought to be biouglit down and 
staitcd, and a fiesh supply of now powdei sent in its loom. Tliat on 
weighing several cailndges we found laige deficiencies, fiom which, 
with the mditfciency of the powder, it was impossible to do the execu- 
tion expected fiom the weight of metal. The fiist paid; of this we 
presume to think might be easily lemcdied by your Honour’s oidcrs to 
the officcis and gunneis on their lekcvmg each other to examine moic 
stnctly into then stores This at piescnt we have loo much leason to 
think is not the case. Appaicntly a list of stoics is handed fiom one 
to another thiough foim, without further inspection. As all the foits 
liavcpiopei pou der mcasmes foi the different metal, tins should admit 
of no such fnvolous excuses as aie made use of at picsent. The well m 
this foit having not been cleaned for some ycais, the filth icndcis the 
water unserviceable 1 

Befoie issuing oidcrs on the above icpoit the Court in Mai eh 
1753 appointed two officers, one styled Engmcci General of all the 
settlements in India, the otlioi Chief Engineei of the Bombay 
Picsidency. In then letter to Bombay, of the 14th Match, paras 78, 
79, 80, and 120, the Court wnte : Wo have appointed Caiolmo 
Ficdenck Scott Esqunc Engineer Geneial of all our settlements in 
India Wo have also appointed Jaqucs do Flinch Esquiie to bo 
Captain of tlio company of avtilleiy at our Picsidency of Bombay, aud 
likewise Clucf Engmeci of the said Picsidency. 

Captain de Funck is to take an exact suivey C."_all oui fortifications 
and woilrs,and gne his thoughts upon the natuie and condition of them, 
aud u bether any and what alterations additions oi amendments aie 
nccessaiy to he made This together with the estimates of the expense 
of such alterations additions or amendments is to be laid before you fiom 
time to time, apd aftciwaids transmitted to us with your observations 
Woiks absolutely necessary and not attended with laige expense maj' 
lie set about immediately. But befoie you entei upon expensive works 
you must wait for our duections. 

Captam de Funck, who is a voiy skilful engineei, is in general to do 
and peiform whatever appertains to that post under your duectious 


1 Pub Dairy 23 of 1732, 239 • 2G8, 
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Hut you , 11 c to obsene that if Colonel Scott shall at anv time come 
to vour Pjcsidcnev, Captain tie l'unck mutt dm mg Colonel Scott’s 
stay act in suboithnation to him as Engmcci General as before 
mentioned. 

You are to pay Captam de Funek forlv pounds a year for his 
set vices as engineer ovet and alien c the established pay of two bundled 
pounds as Captain of the arlilleu . l 

On the 1st of December 17 oil the llomhav Government lopoiled to 
the Comt Upon the airival of Captam de Funek we dnectcd linn to 
tiikc an e\act suivov of all the foitifieat ions and u oiks and give his 
thoughts upon the natuic and condition of them with what altoiations 
or additions might be necessary and in gencinl to comply with v our 
Honours’ commands. Tic has lnthei to been able to make little piogioss 
thoioin." 

Eefoic the ahoye piogiess report icnehed them, m the next year 
17b+, the Court of Duectois made (nth Apul) the following lenunks 
outlie Eonihay survey of the outfoits and gun-cau Jages • AAV have 
inspected the ro]mrl of the survey which you caused to be taken of 
the foi lifications and outwoiks u]»on the island ol llomhay, and 
ti.insmitlcd to us by tlie Sin/Jin»i. AYeaie soil v to Jind most of Ihose 
foils aie m a ruinous and bad condition, and that in genci.il the 
gun caniages are decayed and otheiways unserviceable Upon the 
whole voiv lit lie attention seems to have been pawl to keeping the several 
w-oiks upon the island m such a condition as to answer the puipo-e-, 
foi which they have fioin lime to time been at gi cat expense elected. 
The neglect of bestowing the ncee'saiv icpaus at pi ope r times will 
now wc aic afraid piove a heavy buithon upon us Undoi these 
ciicumst. nccs we think ourselves foi t unale in sending you last season 
such an able engineer as Captam dc Funck In our Ictlei of the 
1 1th Mai lIi 1 7 .“lil v on vvcie acipiaintcd he was to take an exact smvey 
of all our fortifications and works and give his thoughts upon the 
natuic and conditions of them, and what allciations additions aiul 
amendments me ncecssaiv. The'c lonclhci with estimates of the 
cxpcm-e of such alterations additions and amendments aie to he laid 
heJoio von fiom time Jj f ,tmie and tiansmilled to us with your ohsoiva- 
tions thcicon. Dufoie w e can give’ any pieeise nideis we must, sec 
the result of our above diieclions. However, von aic m the mean- 
time ompovveied to set about, anv woiks th.it shall appeal to you upon 
a stiict inquiry to be absolutely necessary for the defence of the place, 
and the dcfeniiig wheieof may be attended with dangeious consecpienccs. 
AYc ' oIjsci ve you had laid in timber piopci for gun-cau lages, and wc 
hope, before this reaches you, you will have completed the mounting of 
all the ai tiller v oi at least, of so many as aic lieecssuy. If not, vou 
must pioccud thereupon with the utmost expedition.'* 


Chapter IV 

Foitiftcations 
and. Buildings. 

Clmf l-ngmcer, 
i7.->u 


Suru'y of 
Fortitn’fttioni, 
17.' «. 


■Court to Bombay 1 lib Mnn.h 1753 paras 78- SO mid 1-0, Pub. Dcp Coiut’s L. 
Vo) 4 of 1752-1750, RS, 102. - 

5 Bombay to -Court 1st Dec 1753 pm.i 51, Pul». Dcp Lellcis to Couit Vol 2 of 
J710-17.7I, 2(1.7 - 

3 Com Lin Bninba\ 3lli Apul 17-”t p-u.i 101, Pub Pep Oouit's Tjelter-. Vol. I of 
K'l-'-n-fi, n.:i - 1M. 
a lS‘!- , i«l 



300 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Ilistoiical 


Chapter IV 

Foi tifications 
and Buildings 

Bnirlnr J’ioi 
and Dot ks, 

1731 


In pal as 106, 107, and 10S o£ the «amc despatch the Com t add • 
It has been lcpicscnled to us that the bancLu pici head at pictcnl 
inns baicly half way lo low watei iniuk which pi events the luggage 
and olliei boats landing goods till half Hood, and that eomeipioiitlv 
they cannot stay foi learning goods foi shipping lnngei than half ebh 
It liken iso has been lcpicsented to ns that anothei gioat lundiance to 
the despatch of bnsiivss antes fiom the pieis being so sb 0 it and 
nauow, that w hen «cveial \e=scls unpoit togetliei thcic i« not loom 
sufficient to woik at the eiane= These difhcnltics nm be leniedicd 
by limning the same pici out to low watei maik, by wliiih meins 
goods may he lauded oi expoitod at all times of the tide. You aio 
aecoidingly lieicby dn cell'd to set about so useful and ncicssaiy a 
i\ oik without delay 

It has been fuitliei ie]n evented to us tbab the docks and nianne 
yaid aic cxiiemcly exposed to all enemies having no security fiom 
the batlei v pun to the foi t, and that when the bandar- pici is earned 
out as mentioned m the ineceding paiagiaph, a iery small expense 
Mill be fuithci inclined in earning on piles and limning a boom 
aeioss Fiom this a double adi.mtagc will follow It Mill seem e 
(he ton n which in that pait is defenceless, it mil abo m a gical 
men-uie pieient dcscition, 11111011 we aic told often happens, bv the 
Eumpeans limning away with oui boats 111 the night, as theic is 
nothing to impede then going out This thcicfoic appeal mg to us to 
he a w oik likewise absolutely ncce««aiy, you aic hciehy dnectcd to 
complete it as soon as you liave cai lied nut the handai piei as hetoie 
dnectcd As the hcfmcincntioned ivoiks will he attended with an 
expense, we shall depend upon youi caie and best endeavouis to keep 
it m Him as leasonahle hounds as the natmo of them mil admit 1 

About the close of the year 1 7 51' Goi eminent appiovcd the additions 
and alteiations to the piei head aiul dock pioposed by the siipeun- 
tendent 2 


In the next month in eonsideiation that the woiks to be earned 
011 at the piei head will icqiuic a stuct attendance of a paimastei 
to ovcilook the labouieis, and as this additional sen ice appeals too 
gi eat a Inn then for the land paipiastci’s off’ e, the Boaid nominate 
Mi Thomas Bif eld to this s 01 Mec"’ 

Captnn dc Fnnck's In the beginning of 1755 the Com t complain of the 'want of a 
Sumo, lcpoit by Captain de Funck on the suivcy lie was to make of the 

17 ."i foi tifications On the 26th Maich the Couil wnte For want of the 

=iin ev ivliu h Captain de Funck was to take of the foitification= .and 
ivoiks at Bombay it is impossible for us to foim any idea of their 
condition so as to give any paiticulai dnections theicupon But ivc 
i epent our commands to you to set about ani woiks that shall appeal to 
you upon a strict enipny to bo absolutely necessary for the defence 


1 Court to Bumlmy iilli Apnl 1731 para* 10G, 107, 10S Pul) Dep Conrfc s Letters 
Vol J of 1732 - 1730, 100- 107. 

2 Horn Got Di«ir\ 13tli Oi'l 1734, Vuli Than* 27 of 17 ”4, 2SS 
"Boinlnj Cio^ T )m t \ loth Xo\ 173J, l’uh. Pi.u s \ 27 of 1731, 3 10 
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o£ the place. Tl. of more consequence that Midi w’oiks should be 
finished out of haml, a* Ihc present situation of affairs between the 
English and Eicncli nations seems to be at a oiisis and in piudcncc the 
worst event, we mean an open ruptme, ought to be pro\idcd against. 1 

In a letter dated 1st July 1755 Captain de Punck piomises to 
submit to Govcinmont his fiisl full icpoit of Ins survey of the 
foititications on the island Ilesajs With lcgaid to the description 
of the survey of the fortifications oil this island, then pici-cnt condition, 
together with the alterations and additions I mav judge necessary, 
the same shall be laid bc'oic your Honour on Tuesday next, in as 
full a manner as the time will peimit of, and as soon as possible 
aftci wauls I will deliver yom Honour a plan of them, and a more 
paiticular description. 2 

On the 23ul September 1755 Captain doFunck submits the follow ing 
lepoit : As I lately iceeived vcihal diiections from the Honourable the 
President to deliver in a dcscri]jtion of the state of the castle and town 
of Bombay, with the woilcs absolutely ncccssan to be immediately set 
about for the better defence thereof, 1 now enclose the same to your 
Honour and Council and shall m a slioi t tune pie. sen l you with the 
dilTcient plans mentioned in the said description. In the meantime 
that no opportunity may lie lost in getting the piopei mateuals in 
leadmess, 1 have abridged to the end thcicof the works that aie 
moio immediately necessary to be set about, and shall be icadv to give 
any attendance oi dncction m flic furtherance thcicof as your Honour 
mar in yom good opinion think piopei to cntiu&t me with the inspec- 
tion of.’’ 

Description of Bombay and its fortifications by Captain Jacques de 
Funck 1755: A dcsciiption of Bombay town and castle with the 
disadvantage of Dongu lull as the situation stands, how built and 
fortified at picsent, likewise how the same w'oiks arc to be amended, 
for its better del cnee, sun eyed in the year 1755 

The plans show' the towm and castle of Bombay, w itli the situtation 
of Dongn Foil, exactly measuiod. 

Bombay town heat ing south of Bombay island, is situated oil very 
low' giound close to the w ater opposite to the liarbom, and foi tided with 
a castle and other irregular walls in form of bastions, surrounded with 
a W'ct ditch, and commanded by a lull called Dongu. 

This tow r n encloses a spot of giouud about 739,-100 square yards, the 
most pait of which is taken up by a number of small houses and gnidens 
with their sheets, formed according to this country method in an 
iucgulai manner. The Honouiablc Company’s houses and magazines of 
stoics and goods aic shown by the drafts with a fiutlier explanation. 
The foi tific-ation by the land side of this town is composed of seven 
polygons, formed irregular and constructed to diffcient bastions, namely 
live bastions ordinarily called Marlboiough, Stanhope, Clnuch, Prince's, 


1 (,'oiut lo Homlinv "fith ^rnirh 175" pun fi‘2, T’ulj Dop Cnm(\ L Yol 1 of 1752- 

17ol>, 217-21S. -'Vi 1 'mi v JS of i 7 Vi, 'I.-,:!. l’ul> Di.ti,. oi 1755, 113 350-. 
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ami Miindsi bastions, and two liastions tionquci (01 dcnn bastion-*) 
called tlio Moms' and Banian bastions, and one otlioi half bastion, called 
the Koval bastion All tli n se bastions aie joined tngethci, with the 
same numbei of i -m«le walls 01 cm tains, and the whole mu rounded 
with a small wet ditch Tins ditch is made pas-able al noilh, wc-t, 
and south In thieo stone budges, opposite to which aie tlncc gates, 
called theBaz.ii, Chinch, and Apollo {rates, as appeals by the draft 

Scawaid this town is foi titled with a castle, and to the right, and left 
of the castle some otliei walls and detached battenes The eastle 
is called Bombay Castle and is utiutwl on a low ground/ about the 
middle pait of the tow n, close to a hod of locks m the sea opposite the 
liaibouv and is founed m the lig.ne of a tiape/oid wlueh is cnnstiurd 
into foui bastions called the Flag, Biab-tiee, Tank, and Cauilici bastions 
These bastions aie joined hv the same numbei of emtains Bound the 
polygon nitcnor ol this castle ate some buildings foi lodging a small 
pait of the cm] and imhtaiv, besides the houses foi the Goieinoi's 
Council llnom, and public of] ices ot aeeomptant, secietaiv, stoics, and 
tie, asm y Undei the wall of this foi t aie magazines foi powdei and 
pioMsion namely Undei the south curiam is .1 magazine called the 
Proof magazine, capable of holding foui bundled bauds of powder 
Undei the Biah-tieo bastion is a magazine of the smie name, capable 
of holding one bundled and se\entv-lnc lauds of powdei Umlei the 
Tank bastion is a maga/me called the Giaiul magazine, capable of hold- 
ing tin ee lnuidicdaud seicivly bauds ot powdei A little below tlio 
flank ot the Tank liastion aie two magazines called the Flowci-tice 
magazines, one capable of holding tw 0 bundled bauds of pow del and the 
otliei fifty lauds Two of them aie constnicd w ith a tank of watei , 
opposite each dooi of them, as shown separately hv the diaft, and a gieil 
watei tank lies oiei the middle the bastion of the same name If own 
below, befoie the south polygon has been begun a small ditch witli a 
small pait of a coveied wav 

Between this silo of the Castle and the half bastion Kojal, me tlnce 
batleucs fiontmg to the liaiboui, called Ro\al, Mamie Piei , and IJandni 
Piei The Houil hatteiy is situated upon a bed of locks fronting the 
h.vhoui, and is joined on one side In llic point of the Koial lu=hon and 
on the otliei by a commuii'cated line to the Mai lno'Pici Battgiy , these tw o 
lines foim togclhci a single tcnaillc 01 ditch woik The Mamie Piei 
luttciv is joined with the ahovementioned tenaillc, and lies upon a point 
ol rock close to the outiance of onu side of a duck, and £01 ms a soil of half 
rnloubt, the face of which fronting the liaiboui is a little cuned, and 
the other two side hues foun a soit of flanks This liattci y has a 
little soutcuam foi a small quantify of powdei, which is separately 
showni by the plan 

Between this Mauue Piei balteiy and the Castle lies the Bandar 
Pier batteiv detached from the ic 4 , in foim of a tiumcan 01 piei and 
constructed in front of a budge by a single line of tluee embiasuies 
This budge projects into the sea L ’50 feet opposite the middle' part of 
the Honourable Companj 7 s> bandar w alehouse 

Between tlio olhci side of the castle and M.lndw liastion aie two 
battenes called the New Mandu and the Two-guu batlciiC'. The New 



Materials ] 


AND ISLAND. 309 

M.mdu bat l ci y lies opposite the Company’s custom bouse fronting 
the liaibom in the £01111 of a single line, constructed with two cmbiasurcs, 
light and left, by the side of an appniull (or masonry ivall ?). The Two- 
gun balle.-v is placed upon a high wall w Inch is joined by a gate fi om the 
New Mstndu battery It likewise is joined by the other end with the 
Hank ol the ManJvi bastion which the diaft will shew more parti- 
cul.ulv. By the outside of this tower, overlooking the town and castle 
o£ Bombay, is situated a lull called Dongu bearing 1101th 33 J i aids from 
the Mriiulu bastion. The lull n«es dote by the water side, opposite the 
harbour, being 19 \ feet high, taken I101 iz 011 tally w ith the foot of the 
1M and m bastion 

This lull is foi tified with a lower. To the noilh ndc it is joined 
with a small towei work wlueh is constructed with a half tower and 
one bastion bound together with tlnee single lines 01 curtains Hound 
the mLei ior of this i'01 tified woik aie some small buildings foi the 
lnihlaiy stoics and commanding olliccr. Likewise theic arc two water 
tanks, one 111 the tower and another upon the curtain ncai the half 
towei, and one powdei magazine is joined In the outside of this foit 111 
view to the land side This fort, is mosth surrounded clo‘-e by the land 
side with a munbei of country houses and hedges. A11 old Catholic 
chinch also lies opposite the 1101 tli side of tins foit 

The town of Bomlm is likewise by the laud side sun ounded cloeo 
nc.n the whole ditch with a gicat number of houses, pagodas, streets, 
gaidens, hedges, and tiecs, inhabited and cultivated by the count ly 
people, those houses hedges and tiees giving pioper coveied way for 
the enemy on auv occasion The defence of this town's foitilicalions 
cannot lie othei w ne than very mditfcient and weak, as the constiuc- 
tion of the woiks lias not any connection 01 haimony one with another 
to he of equal slieugth and consequence. The foititieations cannot as 
they ought make an ccpial defence over all, but give an enemy the 
oppoi turn! y to piefei the attack upon the weakest side. 

The polygon opposite the llaziii gate of this town wall is moic weak 
and more unsen iceabic than any of the olliei polygons by the land side 
of this foitilication Because the face of the Mriiulu bastion is not to 
be seen from any of the olliei lines of tins polygon, and of consequence 
is not to be flanked 01 defended as the oilier lines, and, as all fortified 
woiks 111 genoial ought to he, this polygon ought necessarily to he made 
cquallv defensible with the others joined to it The otliei polygons at 
the land side of this town nic tolerably well defended by slim l flanks 
of two embiasures But these flanks have not a sufficient length foi 
the polygons as the flank is the best lme in all fortifications and docs 
the best scivice on any defence All the curtains round this wall aic 
out of proportion by being constructed too long wlncli makes the most 
pait ot its length to second flanks serviceable only for small aims. 
The tliiekness of the paiapct round this wall is variable At the cur- 
tains it is siS feet, and at the bastions double as thick, neither of 
which is ‘of sufficient thickness. Tins painpet ought over all to be 
eighteen feet thick besides its talus or rear slope. Tlieie is not any 
leason why the paiapct upon the curtains should ho loss thick than the 
painpet upon the bastions, since tlie cui tains of tlic tower arc as much 
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exposed against an encim ’x battery as tlic Lice and much moie than the 
flanks of the bastion As this mentioned line 01 cui tain is not as it 
ought to he covcicd by any otlici nutwoik 01 i as elm it is the moie 
neccssaiy it should have a good thickness to resist the cnenij’s flic 
Though the ditch make- the town walls moie capable o£ defence, it 
is neithei deep nor luoad enough nor sufliciently legulai to the w oiks 
A covcicd wav should lie made lound tins work, and a letieit lavelm 
opposite each gate. The town w mild tlieu he moie 1 expectable as the 
enemy m such case could not laise any hatteiy opposite the gate as 
is now practicable It is likewise neccssaiy to have a diawbiwlgc at 
each gate, tlieic being none at picsent 

The houses and hedges me -o elo-e lound the woilrs that it is ncccs- 
saiy to clear luithoi lound them, as an enemy may make appioachcx 
to the -winks urneen to the town's gieat disadvantage The defensible 
paifs of the town walls to the haibem side aic of the same'natuie as 
explained of those on the land side The Castle is not constructed in a 
mannei to make a sufficient defence Any batfciy by land 01 by walei 
is able to mm the wall of tlu-fmt in any pait of its pohgon, hefoic it 
is capable to dismount any gun ol tlic battciy opposite below, because 
its woiks he too high, and cannot make any liouzoutal file against such 
an object If this toit 01 castle could be smiounded by a lowei wall m 
foim ofateinsse biaise 01 sloping paiapcl, it w'onldbc a gieat paifc 
stiougei and able to make a defence against any attack that cm 
possibly could be made in this countiy In the mannei piopo-cd m the 
joint plan a little ditch to the land =idc lief mo this cv-tlc and a diaw- 
hiidge at the gate aie ncce«saiy. The thickness of the puapet lound 
this foit is not moie than tlnee feel, an mFufTieient thickness foi any 
foi tified wo] ks 'J his foi t's pampet ought to have an 01 dinai y thickness 
of eighteen feet, the same as the pioposed measuie at the town wall 
But as the Castle bes high and the eonstniotion of the rampait will noL 
pei nut one Lugo p.u apefc of that kind, twelve feet tluelnie-s will be passable 
but not less as this is one-thnd pait weakci than oidinaiy, neither is it 
neccssaiy to boot stone In towei 01 touei bastionaiv one is obliged to 
make the paiapet of stone As the consti action o£ tins govt of woik is 
oidmaiily small, it will not jieimit a laigei paiapet than eight to nine 
feet and not le-s Tins is the piopci tlneLne«s loi a paiapet of stone. 
Bound tins lent the paiapet is not of half this thickness Tlieicfoie if 
as the paiapet is at picsent, am cannonading should happen against tins 
foit, the stones would annoj and tiouble the defendei® moie than the 
enenn's hie It would bicak the carnages and dismount the gnus 
upon the lampaits, and make the small anus un=ei \ leeable 

Foi the foiegomg loa'ons foi the foit's bettei defence, such paiapels 
should be made of a piopci thickness to pieient the mconvemencies set 
foi lb, and cover the people on duty upon the lampai Is. 

The rampart m ibis foit is not consti ucted with any appaicll (or 
lunsuuiy wall ? ) as is ncces=aiy to diawgunsand carnages easily up to 
the walls, and likewi-o to bung powdei ball and other stoics foi the sen ice 
of the people upon the lampait All tins addition will be repiesented as 
sciuceable by the proposed plan. The magazine- ot poivdci lie iirnlci 
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the curtains and bastions of tins fort's fortifications, u liicli is not a 
piopcr place for them. Foi in case any danger by an attack at this 
foit should happen, these magazine 1 ' bv hazaul 01 othcruisc may 
miluckilv take file, demolish the works, and give the enemy an ad\ antage 
of mounting such breach as m such case may with case be made upon 
the bastions and curtain* Such bad placing of a ponder magazine 
has often by dangci of fire gi\ cn the enemy possesion of a work which 
would lm c been olhciwi^e diflicult to gam All magazines ought to 
be built and placed scpaiate fiom the ioitified woiks. Too many pon dei 
magazines in one place aie both dangci ous and tioublesomc This foit 
has fine magazines but two arc sufficient, one for a necessary quantity 
of powdci m ic*crve, the other for the ponder m daily use 'Jhe 
other soit of magazines for piovisions may be cons ti noted under the 
walls when tbo place is not large enough to build them a prut. All tlic 
powder magazines m this fort look to be bomb-proof, as the thickness 
o\er tlieir inches demonstmtes, they being far above the oidmaiy 
thickness of a usual bomb-proof The flooi of all these magazines 
being paved with stones, is very had and may he of great dangci. For 
if a hanel should fall donn upon the floor, if miy foice a giain of sand 
to take fire and the whole quantity of pon dcr blow and cast up the 
magazine in the ail. If, as is customary, these flooi swcic laid of wood 
the magazines could not he c o exposed to danger as at pi c i -cut. Neither 
iji these magazines ib theie any ventilator to gi\ c piopci air to the pon dor 
■which is absolutely neccssaiy The water tanks opposite each door 
must damage the powdci as in the rain time tlicie falls agieat quantity 
of watei uliicli fills tlic tanks and casts a dam]) tlicicin, uluch must lie 
piepidicial to the powdci. 

The place interior of this Castle is hn ge enough foi lodging a pi opei 
gamson, stores, and ammunition Hut the picsent banacks foi the 
artillery aie m a very bad condition, and have not 100m to eon tarn 
above sixty to Mir euty men besides the infantry guaul loom is not 
sufficient for anccessaiy garrison in tins Cadle 'Jhcio ought to be 
barracks for four hundred men at least, and such banacks should be 
placed separate from the other woiks, as much as po'-nblo for the 
benefit of air, nliicli is greatly conducive to the health of the people m 
these warm countries. The best place for the lunacies is the line uluch 
goes paiallel clo^e lo the rampait of the polygon mtunor, uluch at 
pie«ciit is the Governor's hou^-e and olficcs as the di.ifl. explains. r Jhe 
u.kn lacks ought to he built stiong and eonstined with a parapet, in order 
' to covci the mtenor of the foit from shot and shells from the seaside, 
and at the same time seivc foi defence, and lodging the garrison and 
keeping other materials in good older. 

The Govcinoi’s house in the foit at picsent is built with gicatl 
inconvenience lo the fortification, it being considerably higher than the 
foi tified works, which'ought not to he. If the guns upon the two poly- 
gons at the seaside of this fort should he fired with any warmth, it would 
bung the building to the ground, the ruins of which would pi event the 
people from doing tlieir duty on the rampart The land side of this 
fort is greatly incommoded with sevcial buildings of the Honourable 
Company's, winch lie so near the fortification that on this side the 
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defence of the fort is \eiy much hindered Tlie mint home lies loo 
oIomj opposite the we«t polygon of the foil, anti hindcis tlie gun', fiom 
this side fioin doing am serueo Tins home then “foie ought to he 
built in anothei place, as should likewise the foundiy and snnllis’ and 
caipcntcis' woikhouses which he too ncai the foil opposite (hu J3i al>- 
tice bastion Tlie mfantiv hat nicks lie too ncai opjiosite the face of 
the '1’ank bastion m «udi situation that the guns fi nm this face cannot 
do much fcm.ee Sean rid" these h.iuaehs he tpnte open They ha\c 
not any £01 titled hue licfoio then face and inc not to he seen in (lank 
fiom the toil 

The pi (.’sent place foi the common sohheis m these kniacks is not 
uhlo to contain nboic lot) men 'Jhcic ought to he limit sufficient 
bai lacks foi the gairison of (his town, that is piopei places foi 2000 
men at least 

The Lai nicks ought to be hull l, and detached fiom anv ntliei building?, 
•mo by each gale, hut not f.u fiom the foililicd wniks, and tlie sub- 
altern oflitcis to he lodged m the wings of the same An aitillory 
hnniek to tlus gaiuson is absolutely necessaiy, as the ]ncsent one is not 
sufficient, and is m a had condition All the' c Ini lack? mu; lit to bo 
built so that the fieeh mi can hn\c a ele.ii ]iassage tlnomdi them, \\ huh 
contributes much to tlie people's health The aitilleiy hanackB ought 
to he togellvn, and ncai the magazine? of stoic?, caipciiteis' and smiths' 
shops, with a piopei covenng on each side foi the ppaic gun carnages 
as explained m the plan 

The Uonoiuahlc Company's giand waieliouses on the h.mdai aie 
lolciablv well situated b> the seaside, between the foit ami maiinc 
piei llemg (pule open on each side, it is ncecss.ii} to h.uc a foitified 
line hefoi c them Nothing at pio*ent defends them but the small Bandar 
piei hat lei j 

Fiom the Mai me Piei hatteiy to the Royal half bastion tlie line is 
ill defended and in a had condition The Royal batteiy has no olliei 
defence than m fmnt, cannot he defended or flanked by moie than one 
gun fiom the Mamie 1'iei Kitten', and all the shot fiom tins gun will 
stuke oblupiely on tlie object, aud of consequence its defence is of hillo 
oi no seiMee Neithei l- this batten foitihcd w itli any ditch as it ought 
to he One man can casil\ mount tin migli the cmbiasmes ot this hatteiy 
■without any gicat tiouble It is llicicfoic necessaiy to icpan these 
defects on this side, with some othei towci woiks befoie the pohgon, n. ' 
haimonv with the othei foitihcd woiks lound this town lly the 
mtenoi of these hatteues aie two magazines foi powdoi Hie small 
magazine will contain only nxty^fom liauclsof powdei and is so leiy 
ill constiucd that by an accident of the it might 1 uin the whole hatteiy 
It is likewise exposed to take watei when the spnng tides aie high 
which damages tlie powdei, and makes tins magazine un'cmecable 
The plan shows the othei called the Batteiy magazine, which is capable 
oE containing 360 bauds of powdei, and fiom the extiaoidinaiy tluekncsb 
of its aich, appeal? to he homh-pioof , but the walls lound, which 
suppoit the aich, me not m pi (/portion to hear it; theicfoie it i? 
necessmy to ho foitilied with conntcifoits or buttresses on earh side 
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Tlus magazine is built in the Royal half bastion two sides of its face 
tying under the rampart of this work. Opposite its door a tank of water, 
winch by the falling of the rains has overflown, ontois the magazine 
and damages the powder. 'J he floor is likewise of- stone, winch ought to 
be of wood, for the leasons heretofore given on speaking of the magazines 
in the foit. Notwithstanding these inconveniences this magazine can 
be put in order at no very considerable expense. 

As these magazines aie not sufficient to hold the quantity of powder 
necessary for tins fortification, it is proper to build a new magazine 
sufficient to contain fiom eight hundred to a thousand banels of powder, 
bomb-pioof, dry. and secuie from danger. The best place for such 
a magazine is by the Mdndvi bastion, as explained in the plan. The 
other magazines for piovisions and other necessaiios for the town's 
defence shall bo explained in a future address. 

As is to be seen by the draft, the fortified line seawards from the 
foit to the Mdndvi bastion is not half finished, the countci forts being 
quite open, and only a part serviceable for two guns finished. The 
construction of this line is mostly defended in high front and in 
oblique flanking to the fort. And at this side of the Mdndvi bastion the 
face is not flanked from any pait of the line as it ought to bo, which 
will be better lepiescnted by the draft. 

The present condition of the polygon opposite the bazdr gate, iB 
mentioned before, and how near the lull Dongn is situated to the same. 
It is proper to connect the fortified works of this lull with this polygon 
of the town until some lines of art, for to have a secure transport for 
people and ammunition in time of war, and it is absolutely necessary to 
be performed with all expedition as this part may be reckoned the key 
of the island. The present foitification on Dongn bill is bad. 
The interior of the work is not sufficient for tlio guns and people to 
do good sendee on any occasion, neither lias it any magazine for 
provision of war, moie than a miserable place for twenty bands of 
powder, winch on any attack lies by tbe outside of this fort, in view 
of an enemy. The tower is of small defence, being built too weak, 
and cannot bear great guns or mortars. The other works below 
cannot defend one another, which makes seveial dead angles. In 
short as the picscnt woilc is built and constructed, it is very easy in_ 
many -ways to surprise this fort. The bouses and slieols too closely’ 
surround this woilc, so that without any tiouble the enemy can come 
under the guns from any pait. Tlio old Poituguese Chuieh, as it 
lies now opposite this foi t, upon a little height, may serve the enemy 
to a great advantage for to make a lodgment and battery. All these 
inconvenioncies should bo lcctified, and a proper view given round this 
place as tbe hill has great advantage in lying high, and commands the 
town and harbour, and is not commanded by any lulls ucai it. There- 
fore it ought to bo fortified in a proper manner, with a good communiea-- 
tion to tbe town m older to lender both the castle and town stronger, 
and more respectable to an enemy. 

The woiks most necessary to lie set about immediately aie as fol? 
lows : (1) The communication from Dongii Fort to the polygon 
u 483 -40 
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opposite the bazfir gale and at the same time to put the fortiGcation 
ot Dongn m more defensible Older. (2) One low wall oi faussjbiaye 
on the sea side of Bombay castle, and to mate the paiapets on the old 
woiks of this foit of a sufficient thickness. (3) One defensive woik 
opposite the Eoyal and Manne Picrbatteiics; liken isc to amend the old 
woilc with a flanking line, to make it defensible, u Inch it is not at 
piesent (4) Thiee diawbiidges one for each gate of the town wall, 
which aic absolutely ncces'-aiv. (5) Bairacks foi the mihtaiy and 
aitillciv, and to put in oidei the battery magazine as fast as possible 1 

The same day, 23id September 1755, Government passed the fol- 
lowing oideis on the above lepoit: Bead a letter from Captain Jacques 
de Bunch, also his desenption of this town and castle and the pie=ent 
disadvantage of Dongn hill, showing fiom a suivey taken this year 
how those works ought to be amended foi its better defence As 
Captain dc Funck judges that some woiks moic absolutely necessary to 
be added oi altered than the lest, ought to be immediately begun, it is 
unanimously resolved that the Piesident give orders for that puipose. 2 

Six months later, 9th Mai ek 1756, Captain do Funck writes to 
Government • I now lay befoie your Honour a plan of the town of 
Bombay, with its fortifications, castle, and Dongn Foit, wheioby 3 r ou 
mil see how the same is at present suiioundcd with houses and hedges. 
Likewise an annexed desenption how to render the same moie defensible 
and secui e, differing veiy little fiom the one I deliveiod near six months 
past. All the particular plans and piofiles to this general one now 
dchveied \i ith those designed foi the intended new woiks I shall picpare 
fiom time to time, and lay befoie youi Honour hcicnfter. 3 

On the same day Government pass the following lcmaiks: Bead a 
letter fiom Captain Jacques de Funck (9tli March 175G) delivered 
mill the plan of tins town, its castle, foitifications, and Dongii Foit, 
also a description annexed how to lendei them moie defensible, which, 
as he mentions, we peiceive diffeis vei y little fiom that dehieied the 
23id September last; and that he has not yet piepaied the paiticular 
plans and profiles of tire new woiks. TheBoaid agiccd that the whole 
now before us be tiansmittcd by the Sbethum for our Honomable 
MaMxn s J inspection. 4 

Thieo months latei Captain J. de Funck attends at the Government 
Consultation on the 8th June 1756, when aftei debate the following 
oiders aie parsed : Captain Jacques de Fundi attending with a foul 
diaft of the new woiks, the same is inspected And as m the present 
situation of affairs between ns and the Fiench wo deem it the gieatcst 
impoitance to put ourselves mapiopei state of defenee next the haibour 
to secui e the place against the attack of large ships, it is icsolved that 
those woiks he earned on with the utmost expedition and the considei- 
ation of the rest is dcfened, 3 


1 Put Diiiy 2B of 1755, 319-302 

I Bom Gov. Consultation ‘23rd Sept 1755, Puli Diary 28 of 17.75 Si"* 

1 Puk Diarj 29 of 1750, 123 Except the 23id (sept. 1735 description noted above, 
none of the papers or plans mentioned in the te't are a\ ailable. 

■•Rom Gov. Consultation 9tli March 176c, Puli Diaiy 29 of 1750 117-118, 

! Bom, Gov. Consultation Stli June 1750, Pub Diarj 29 of 17CG 240, 
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The following notices relate to the supply of workmen and super- 
vising ofliceis in connection with the foittfication works. At a Con- 
sultation, the 5th June 1756, the Boaid lernark As our Honourable 
Masteis now again direct us to get the fortifications in pioper oidei, 
and as the Chief and Faetois at Surat advise they shall not be able to 
piocuie any woikmen there, it is lesolvcd that the new fortification 
paymaster endeavour to hire a sutlicient number of workmen at Goa or 
clsewlieic. 1 * 

At a Consultation, the 20lh July 1750, Mr. Byfeld representing 
that Captain de Funck lias lately sent pome Europeans belonging to 
the ti am of artillery to be employed on the works as overseers who, he 
is appiehensivc, may want to be allowed Bs. 18 a month and desning 
our opinion in lcgaid to the allowance which ought to be made them, 
we think Bs. 1) a month, exclusive of wliat they receive from the mili- 
taiy pay office, will be sufficient for that purpose. He is ordeicd to 
regulate the rate accordingly. Wc hope tins encouragement will cxcito 
the men to discharge their duty with alacrity. Cajitain de Funck is 
likewise informed " 

Shortly after the Bombay Government received a letter of the 31st 
of March 1756 fiom the Couit, approving the works ordcied at the 
dock and pier head: Wc are -well pleased to find that the works wc 
gave oideis for at the dock and piei head, arc, in your opinion as well 
as ouis, of the most public utility. Wc shall therefore expect 3'ou w ill 
carry them on and complete them as soon as possible, agreeable to the 
plan transmitted to us, with such additions and variations as you may 
think necessary in the progicss of your works Although they aie 
carried on under the diicction and management of the marine superin- 
tendent, a due rcgaid must be had to the sentiments of Captain de 
Funck whenever it may be necessary. We shall depend upon your 
assurances that the whole will be executed with as much frugality as the 
natuic of the woilcs will admit. 3 

On the 4th May 1757 the Court write to Bombay : The directions we 
have given for tlnce years past have been to empow’er you to set about 
, any w’oiks at Bombay that should appear to you upon a strict enquiry 
to bo absolutely necessary for the defence of the place, and the defemng 
whereof might be attended with dangerous consequences. In puisuance 
of these ordcis we find you aie canying on several works upon the 
piojects of Mr de Funck. But as they seem to us to be calculated 
with little logaid to expense as well as not to come within our intention 
of having absolutely necessary works only elected, we intended to have 
put an entire stop to your proceedings. Mr. Mace’s going to Bombay 
gives us the opportunity of being more satisfactorily informed of what 
is necessary to be doue. When therefoio lie comes from Ghena he is 
to take a caicful survey of all your woilis and form a project of what 
may be nccessaiy to render the island defensible upon the most frugal 
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plan which, togclhei until estimate' of the time and c\)>cn*-e nccissuy 
to complete it, must, with youi o1>m.*i rations, ho transmitted tons foi 
oui dncctions. Without oui directions you are to pioeced no fuithei 
on Mi dc Funck’s geneial plan or any otlicr, unless Mi. Mace shall 
make it appear sonic woik*. aie ciidcntly uece-sai) loi the immediate 
defence of the island Such jou hare our full aulhonly foi meeting, 
without waiting foi oui further oideis. 1 

On the employment of the woikmcn duiing the lain' the Hominy 
Puny of the LMlh June 1757 has the following entry: Mr. Thomas 
Uyleld, new foitificntion pajmaslei, icpiO'enlmg that the woikmcn 
piocuicd fiom the adjacent, countries foi earning on the additional 
loilifications and buildings cannot lie all constantly employed on tlial 
ecu ic-e during the rams, de«ncs the opinion of the Brawl whcthci any 
of them should ho discliaigcd foi the picscul or destined to assist in 
any othci mannci in which they may lie most useful to the ten ice iu 
geneial The Boa id dutcimme that none of them lw di.~cliaigeJ as the 
piocunng them has been attended with so much dilhculty and expem-e 
hut tliat the par mastci employ them at this Fcason m such manner as 
may be most conducive to the Honourable Company's mteiest. 2 

Mr Thomas Wlutcliill icpic'onhng that the dnft Eand tlnown up 
against MiUum foit is almost as high as the pmbra*uics, the Boaul on 
tlie 2nd August 1757 dnected to tel the militia of that district to its 
immediate dealing away. 3 

In August 1757 the K.'imiUi labouicrs employed on the foi lifications 
and other woikh liemg asked if they would foim themselves into a 
jegular body of militia, piopo.-cd the following ailiclcs : 

1 Tint when funned they shall remain entudy under tho command of 
their own officers and not ho called or scut to duty or draughted anywhere 
upon or off tlio island nor ho subject to any military service till the jilaco is 
attached In event of attack they’ will, to tlio most of their skill and power, 
do wlnt may ho required of them pro wiled Gniuh iji Pull iji, the head overseer 
of the country w orkmtui, ho appointed tlieir conductor who has mndc a volun- 
tary offer of his sen ico on such .in occasion. 

2. That m case any of thun_ bh.il! ho wounded, miimcd, or killed in tho 
defence of this plnco, a provision shill ho made for themselves oi families 
equally as if they worn in constant monthly pay in tho semee as regular sepoy* 

3. That provided tho pivmastei is previously acquainted Ihcrcvifli they 
shall ho allow ed to cxciciso whenov cp their officers may judge it necessary' w itli- 
out being subject ton chock of absence on tho working inustcr-i oils, and that 
wlun sickness ortho inclemency of tho weather will not permit of tlieir dis- 
charging thou: duty of labourers at tho public works full pay shall he allowed 
as to all other montlily servants, A Bo a country doctor and such proper 
medicines ns lie may flunk necessary to make uso of for tlieir recovery'. 

4. That tlioy shall bo obliged to form themselves into companies of 21G 
earh and no moio, officers included, namely 1 bubheddr, i Jumlcdars, 8 tar 
N.uks, 1 Colour-hearer, I Trumpeter, 1 Khaidar or usher, and 200 Pmatomen 

For tho oxtraordinaiy trouble tlieir subhedars vwll have in disciplining and 
keeping thorn and thoir arms regularly together for immediate duty tlieir 
present Its II a month must bo increased to Its 15 to be continued to them 
whilst in tho service *W lion employed in defending tho phico agunst «m 
enemy, they and tho officers arc to bo allowed the following montlily rates 


« Court to Bombay 1th May 1757, Tab Dcp ComtV L Vol 3 of 1757 • 1701, 33 -31. 
Bom Go\. Consult 'xtiou 24th .Tune 1<o7, l'ab Diar\ 30 of 1757 23*. 

Bom. G oi Consult :it ion 2nd Aug. 1757, Pub. 2Mr\ 30 of 175 7, *291. 
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Sublieditr ... ... ... Es 20 

Jnmledar ... ... ... jj X3 

bar bulk ... ... ... u 8J 

All otheis in the sairl company to continue at the pay they now loceiie as 
Lvljomeis without any futilvei allowance oxcept it bo a perpet (pcipctuano or 
seigej jacket a lncli tlicy icquest may be allowed If granted they will esteem 
themschcs obbged for tlio same and deem it as a distinguishing maik of 
favour. In case any of tliur countrymen should bo heieafter cntciod at greator 
pay and allowances, they aio then to be put on a footing with them in inspect 
thereto 

6 That if these pi oposals should prove agreeable, the undermentioned body 
of 048 men will immediately fonn themselves into regulai companies conform- 
able to tlio foiogomg statement and vigorously oppose the eflorts of any 
enemy th.it may attempt to mi ado this island using such aims as they liaio 
been accustomed to make use of in thou own countries which will distinctly 
appeal by the following abstiact * 

Kdmdti 2rdilta, 1757. 
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1 Pub. Dinrj 30 of 1737, 307-310. 
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Kdmdli Militia by Ccrsle Age and Country, 1757. 
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109 

M3 

8 

71 

2« 

50G 

79 

oa 

JOG 

J3 

35 

mo 


On the above pioposals the Bombay Diaiy of the 12th August lias 
the following cutiy : The new foitificatioii paymastei laying hefoic the 
Board an abstract of 048 lahonieis fiom the adjacent countnes musteied 
yertciday befoie the Tiendent and now cmplojed on the new fortifica- 
tions -with their piopo«als .to assist m defending the lslam^m-cnacr-of- ' 
its liemg attacked by the Fiench' or nny-othor-Micmy^fhe same aie 
lead and being duly consideied, aie unanimously approved B}' this 
anangcment we shall secuic such a laige bodj- of men for the small 
additional expense of Its 4 a month to theii subhedais for disciplining 
them and an inciea=e of then own, theii subhcddis', and then Sai Naiks 1 
pay m ca°e of then being actually employed in defending the place 
against an enemy. With a peipct jacket to each of the coips we aie 
lesolved to indulge them as a reasonable giatuity foi the zeal and 
alacnty they show foi pieseivmg our Honourable Marteis' estate and 
piopeity as also m theii request that Gambaji Putla ji may be confirmed 
then conductor or leadei. 

Being m want of aims for this militia and a' numbei having been 
lately sold to the liaz.ii' people by the agents for the captois at Ghana 
the new fortification paymaster is dnccted to cndeavoui to pui chase 
them for the use of lus men on the most reasonable tcims. 1 

Some weeks later a similar abstract of two moic companies was 
piesented to the Boaid, nhon the following "oi drag weie lccoidcd at a 
Consultation held the 27th September: Mr. Thomas Byfeld, new 
fortification paymaster, piesentmg an abstract of two conqiames moie 
of the foieign labourcis, consisting of 432 who have offeied to seive as 


J Bom. Gov. Consultation 12th Ads’. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 303 • 304. 
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sepoys on tlie terms agieed on the 12th ultimo, he is directed to 
incorporate them with the rest of that corps. 1 The details are : 

KAmatt Jfihlia, 1767 . 
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At a Consultation tlio 24lli October 1757, the Boaid leeoid the 
following entiy on a similar application : The new fortification pay- 
master presenting an abstract oi another company of labouicis who 
offer to seive as sepoys he is ordcicd to incoiporate them with the 
rest. 1 The details aio : 

Kamati Militia., 1757 
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iwaids the close of 1757 the woikmen and 


Ultir of 


htdFSL'A- 


empyed on tlio fortifications 1 c qu ested _t a_bn_ a UrauwU intty at a 
ceita, rate >v _The Bojaba.v_^li?iary , 'of^the 1st November 1757 huttaln, 
following entiy: The now foitification paymaster lays befoie the 
Boaid a petition presented him by all the officers and people world g 
under him praying that they may each he allowed two jiho ids of batty 
out of the Company's warehouse in part of their pay This they 
offer to leeeive at the rate of Its. 31} the m uda while they may be 
employed hero, as they can have no dopendancc on being supplied by 
the cutcheras (Kaebards or grain dealers). As wo hope grain will 
at long continue at the piesent high pneo when we cannot expect 
j will abide by their offer, it is resolved that batty be issued to 
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them at the market price which we hope will encourage a more chhgent 
dischai ge of their duty. 1 

The Bombay Diaiy of the 20lh December 1757 andthc3id January 
1758 have the follow mg entries : 

December 20th . — The chief engineer (Captain de Funck) having 
this day acquainted the new fortification paymastei that {hero aie 
some small •houses and hedges contiguous to the rampait of the Banian 
bastion which obstiuct his fimslung the Cavalier, it is ordered that 
the new foitification paymaster is 3 with the assistance of the cleik of 
the works, to survey the same, and deliver m an estimate of the 
expense which will attend the lemoval of the houses to a proper place. 2 
• January 3rd . — Fortification Paymaster to Government: In 
compliance with your command signified to me by the Secretary, T 
have, with the Clerk of the works, viewed the scveial houses 
contiguous to the Banian bastion winch Captain de Funck desiies 
(20lh December 1757) maybe removed. I now enclose an estimate 
made by the vercadores, master cai pen teis, and biicklayeis, whom 
I summoned for that purpose, of the expense amounting to Its. 400 
that will attend the replacing them else where. 15 

January 3rd . — Bombay Government Consultation : The neiv 
fortification paymaster delivering Ins lepoit survey of eight houses 
contiguous to the Banian bastion which Captain Jacques de Funck 
on the 20th ultimo lepicsented ought to be lemoved clsewheie, it is 
ordered that the paymaster make good to the proprietors the expense 
which must be incurred thereby, agreeable to his estimate being 
Us. 400. 1 

At the close of 17 j7 Major Mace who had been appointed principal 
engineer for Bombay arrived fiom Eugland. After Mi. Mace anived 
the Bombay Government, the 3id January 1758, dneeled that the 
Seeietavy write Mr. James Mace to survey all the foitifications and 
woiks of this town and island, and rcpoit to us what are and may 
he necessary conformable to para 101 of our Honourable Masters’ last 
communication (of 1757), a copy of which has been dcliveiedhim. At 
the came time we would have him survey and make a report of the 
foitifications of the town previous to his proceeding to the out forts. 
Captain Jacques do Funck must he ordered to lay befoic Mr. Mace as 
principal engineer, all his plans desciiptions and designs relative to the 
fortifications of this Piesidcncy, and give him all the information as 
well as assistance mliri power tor executing the Honourable Company’s 
commands lelative thereto. Copy of this has likewise been delivered 
to CapUin de Funck.’ 

As differences of opinion between Captain de Funck and Mr. Maee 
prevented due advance with the fortifications, and, as the Bombay 
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•Bom. Gov. Consultation l=t Nov. 1757, Pub. Diary SO of 1737, 409 
2 Horn. Gov Consultation 20tli Dec 1757, Pub Diaiy 30 of 1757, 4Go. 

1 Fortification Paj master's Letter to Government 3rd Jan. 1758, Pub. Diaiy 31 of 
175S, 5. * Boin. Gov. Consultation 3id Jan. 175S, Pub, Diaiy 31 of 173S,2 
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Thinking it highly icquisile that in consequence o£ such resignation 
Captain do Fundi should deliver in to us any plans or designs he may 
have lcmaimng relative to his having been so employed at this Presi- 
dency, the Secretary is directed to icquire his compliance herein. And 
it being the opinion of every member (Sir James Foulis and Mi 
Hornby excepted) that by refusing to obey the Honouiable Company's 
orders, as an engineer, he has forfeited Ins title to the command of 
the first artillery company, it is resolved that he be dismissed from 
the command of the first artilleiy company, and Major Foulis is 
accordingly ordered to signify this decision to him. 1 

Two weeks later (23rd February 1758) Captain de Funck writes 
the following letter to Government : Agreeable to your orders I now 
send you the lemaining plans of this island as per enclosed list. As 
you have thought propci to dismiss me from the Honouiable Company’s 
service without any apparent cause or foim of trial, I hope you mil 
he pleased to order me a passage to Europe on boaid one of the 
Company’s ships, with proper accommodation agreeable to the rank I 
came abroad m. 2 * 4 

On the 28th Februaiy the Board pass the following order on the 
above letter • Read a letter from Captain -Jacques de Funck advising 
that he delivers all his remaining plans. Bui as they aic now inspected 
and found to be only lough and impel feet sketches without any scale 
or graduation's^ hem, wo ai-c induced to conclude that he must ha\ e 
some other uschil plans of the island, which the Secictary is diiccled 
to intimate to him, and that wc expect lie should deliver them, w lien 
we will determine in rcgaid to ordeiing him a passage to England 
conformable to Ins desiic. J 

On receipt of a reply from Captain de Funck, the Boaid remark 
on the 3id March 1758 : Read a letter from Captain Jacques de Funck 
'declaring- that he has no otliei plans than those lie has delivered. It is 
resolved tlieicfore that they bo copied and the oiiginals sent to the 
Honourable Court of Dnectois for their observation. And it is agiccd 
that an older he given to any commander of the thiee' homeward 
bound ships for receiving Captain do Funck and aifoidmg linn all 
suitable accommodation in the passage on his signifying on which ship 
he intends to embark. 1 

The Consultation of tlic 3rd January 1758 has the following refer- 
ence to a fresh measuie for laismg funds to meet the cost of the 
foitificalions : Our Honouiable Mastcis having for some time been at 
a prodigious expense in increasing the fortifications and woiks on this 
island for the security of the inhabitants, a gcneial contiibution towaids 
rcrmbuising oui Mastcis is taken into consideration. Tliis being judged 
highly loasonablc, it is resolved that from this day till countermanded, 
the Bombay andMuhim custom masters levy an additional duty of one 
per cout on all imports and exports, m the customary manner and the 


1 Bom. Go\ Consultation 7th Feb 1753, Pub. Diaiy 31 of 1738, 92-93. 

= Pub Diaiy 31 of 1738, Km ’ 

"’’Bom Gov. Consultation 2^tli Fob. 173S, Pub Diary 31 of 1758, 1GJ 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation 3id Mmch 1758, Pub. Diaiy 31 of 175S, IG3. 
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most immediately lequiic either alteration or addition to make them Chapter IV. 
defensible. That as the whole is to he defended, attention must he Fortifications 
had to every part hut especially those which stand most in need, I n11( j Buildings, 
theicfoie humbly apprehend that scvcial amendments might he canicd 
into execution at the same time and more especially in an uncommon 
degice where theic is so urgent an occasion for it. In my humble 
opinion the gates aie not suilicicnlly protected. 3 lie condition of the 
paiapets is most wi etched On the land side the walls fail to pro\ ide 
any sufficient cross fire ; and llic northward cud of the towm ncai the 
bazitr gate icquilos the utmost attention. Bcfoie the bazar gate all 
is m the gicatcst disoider imaginahlo Dongri 'fort not only com- 
mands that part which is now' so defenceless hut even the whole town 
itself. I do myself the honour to lay bcfoic you this my general 
opinion of the condition of Bombay as far as concerns the laud side 
which I cannot but think merits not a little consideiatiou. Any parti- 
cular you are pleased to lequire I shall have the honour of explaining. 1 

On the next day, 31st January 1758, the Picsidcnt lays bcfoic the 
Board the above letter from Mr. James Mace, piincipal engineer, 
setting forth the defenceless condition of Dongii and the town m 
geneial on the land side, and earnestly lccomnienchng tlio^o woiks being 
put in a pinper posture as soon as possible. The Boaid lcmaik : As 
we aie desnous that as therein proposed, Mi. Mace should explain the 
same, the Sccietary is oidcrcd to requite Ins attendance at our next 
meeting. 2 

At the next Consultation, the 7lh Fcbmaiy 175S, Mr. Maco'attending, 
the following entry is iceoided • Mr. Macc, piincipal engineer, 
attending with a plan, m order to explain to us the necessity of fortify- 
ing the town on the land side, puisuant to an oidei of the 31st 
January 1758, the Fame ib exanuued and appioved as far as oui 
judgment enables us to judge of it. At the same time as he 
represents that he deems it absolutely ncco&Farj* to cany the same in 
execution without loss of time, in which case our Honourable Mastcis 
have directed us to proceed in whatever he may iceommend without 
waiting then oideis, ho is leqnircd to repiCFCnt by letter the icasoiis lie 
lias now in god for that measuio for our Ilonouiable Employcis’ and 
our own satisfaction. That no time may be lost Mr. Macc is dncctcd 
immediately to give the necessary oidcrs for the w’oikmcn employed 
on the new fortifications proceeding tbci cm uudci Ins dncction with 
all expedition." 

A week latci (11-tli Fcbiuaiy 175S), Mr. Mace submits the 
followiug letter to Government : Agiccnblc to your oideis of the 8tli 
instant by letter fiom Mr. Scerctaiy Diaper, I do myself the honour 
to sot f oi th the inducements 1 had for proposing to fortify this town 
from Dongri to Back Bay aecoidmg to the plan wduch I had the 
honour of laving hofoie you the 7tli instant. To put this town in a 
piopcr condition of defence it will yet icquire many alterations and 


Undefended 
Condition of 
the Town, 
1753 


1 Mi. >Iaco to Government 30th .Tail 17,'S, Puli Diaiv 31 of 1758, 09. 
= Bom. G or Consultation niRt Jan 1758, Pub. Ihuiy 31 of 175S, (il. 

1 Bom Gov. Consultation 7th Feb 175S, Pub. Diary 31 of 1753, 92. 
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under all tlio difficulties that tlic present situation offers. The 
expense of the line which I propose to be foitiQed cannot greatly, 
if at all, exceed that of putting tho old works in any toleiablo 
condition. Tor the covert way round the present walls would 
be one-third longer than the covert way in front of tho new line of 
four bastions and a half that I propose. The new lino will also 
seeuro the following advantages. The town null be considerably 
enlarged, tho inhabitants iu security with their effects, and that 
security -will invito others to settle in it. How far this will 
tend to the advancement of trade aud in consequence to the emolu- 
ments of the Honouiable Company, is humbly submitted to better 
judges, but this method isparticulaily recommcndod to your Honour’s 
consideration as the most effectual to secure the possession of 
Bombay I should propose, for tho greater despatch, to have tho 
new work begun and carried on at several parts of the parapet of 
tho gates, and tho flanks of tho bastions at tho same time By 
tins means I hope before long to have tho work iu a respectable 
condition, even before it be near finished. 1 

On the above letter, the Board at a Consultation on the 17th Feb- 
ruary 175S remark : "Wo unanimously think that Mr. Mace's 
reasons for proposing to fortify tho town from Dongi 1 to Back Bay 
are very explicit and satisfactory. Tho more so, as it appears a 
considerable expense will be saved by preferring the execution of 
that plau to that of alteiing and amending the present old works, 
by a vast charge in making ravelins, laising cavaliers, and other 
woiks as therein mentioned without being then sufficiently strong. 
It is resolved, therefore, that the Secretary signify to Mr. Mace our 
entire approval of his lensons for fortifying the tow r n by a new lino 
from Dongri to Back Bay agreeable to bis plan, and repeat our 
orders for liis executing it with all possible expedition.® 

Finding it necessary to have a committee to look after powder 
ammunition and other military stores the Court wntc ou flic 12th 
May 1758 : Wc have already laid down some directions respecting 
tlio powder and ammunition aud tho surveying of our mihtaiy stoics 
that they aie always good and sufficient. We now judgo it necessary 
to place this nnpoitant tiust with a committee who aie aeeoidmgly, 
eveiy three months or oftener if you judge it necessary, to examine and 
svuvey our magazines, the foitifieations, ramparts, guns, carnages, plat- 
forms, arms, granary, m short to take under their consideration and 
inspection even the most minute articles and constantly to lemark to the 
Board all defects and deficienccs. It being oui meaning and intention 
that our island should he kept in all i aspects in a state of defence 
and provided with ammunition and provision, we null have no quantities 
of ammunition (paiticularly powder) or military stores sent fiom your 
ganison to othei places without a report first made to you by this com- 
mittee, assigning leasons for their approval or disapproval. The whole 
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of thcii iiansnelions aie to lie enloiod upon join Consultations Hut 
for 0111 ol^cn ation lot them l>o liansinillcil to 11 5 H-paiateh and we 
appoint the Majoi, Supcnnlondent, and Kiigincei for the time hung to 
Ito tins committee . 1 * 3 

A* rcgaids the c\tia allowance to he paid to military men nho were 
employed as o\cr s ceis dining the piogiL"-*- of the foi lilu-iliou-w oiks the 
"Bombay Hiaiy of the 21 th Ocloliei 177)3 has the following entrv • 
Head a lettei from Capt.1111 Ilichaid Maitland, commandant of the 
King’s det ichmcnl, advising that he is unncijamted with the allowances 
usually made (o ofheeis cmplnjed as o\cr c eei-. of walks in llurope , aKo 
a lcllei fiom Majoi Ma«e lepre-cnling that half a mown or two shil- 
]in«--, a day have been allowed 111 Kuropo; that was looked on as much 
loo trilling and that the numbci of men each officer had to meileok 
in Kuiopc was \cr\ small m companion to those cmploicd licie. In 
consideration of thc.-c details and of t he piogic~s made in the w oilo. smeo 
the King’s ofliccis ha\c acted a« oveitceis it is agreed to fix the allow- 
ance of each at foui shillings a day . 5 

It lias been noted above that when the question w as raised if ow mg 
to ranis 01 otbciwi'c the foilification building woik could not ho 
canicd on, whelliei the labouieis should hodisehaiged, 01 how ebc thej 
should be employed, it was decided that they should lie fanned into 
mihtaiy compuucs and taught to fci\c as a militia "When this sub- 
ject cainc to the notice of the Comt of Diieclois they wiolcon the 
2 jth Apul IT.'iO : "Wc oWivc that jou bavo entered a number oE 
labouieis as occasional soldier-, at seemingly a small mcicnrcd expense, 
and appointed Gumbaji l’utlaji theii leader The ini.i-nicm.iy be light 
and judicious m turning up such men uiulei piopci icstrietions, hut in 
no shape could a l’uivoc be a fit per-on to govern ami conduct them. 
"When the weather will not peimit oF then n 01 king, these people aie to 
he allowed the same pay when tliej cxcicisc They aie to e\oiciec but 
when they please, to be liable to no nnlitaiy duly, to lie subject to no 
command but that of Gumbiji Putlnji, to be clothed with a coat and cap 
at om expense, and if they aie maimed or wounded in our sen ice to bo 
m all such lospocls put upon a footing with 0111 <-olcheis The number- 
less abuses that nnyeieop m under covet of this plan, the gicafc expense 
that we conceive will ho entailed upon us in paying such numlvers evci v 
day they do not w oik aud the little expectation w e can have that w llh such 
sort of di c eipknc these men will piovc better than the oidmavy inhabit- 
ants, aie sullicient considerations foi us to disapprove of the =clieme. 
Upon icecipl of this letter wc dnccl tint the whole he abolished. And 
in its placo we lccoinmcnd that you are attentive in training and dis- 
ciplining the body of mihta (and the inhabitant', of yom island may 
foim a veiv good one) and these m case of an atlack may prove of ical 
semcc.'’ 


1 Court to Bomlny 12lli Mnj 173S pirn 122, Tul) Dep Court’s Letters YoJ 5 of 

17C7-17G1, 123-321 „ „ „ , „ 

3 Jj<rtn Gov Consultntimi 21th Oct l/.iS, Puli T)nrj 31 of I73S, 173. 

3 Court to Bombsy 23th April 1730 pus 101, Pub I>p. Court b Letters. Vol, J of 
1707-17G1, 1S7. 
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A year later rcgaidmg the employment oE military men as overseers 
of works in progi css the Corn t write on Hie 25th Apnl 1760 : The 
appointing peisons to oversee the lahouiers and check their musteis we 
do not object to, and i£ Mr de Fancies assertions are true it was high 
time for Major Mace to enter upon such laudable l emulations But 
we condemn youi lavishness and extravagance, nor can we approve of 
your employing people m our affairs, when onr own servants aic willing 
and equally capable to manage them. Instead of looldng towaids 
Euiope for precedents m the allowances to officers for extra duty, prud- 
ence should have dneeted yon to your own customs and practice Then 
you might have seen that if mihtaiy officers wore neecssaiy to oversco 
the works, that as our own, when at out-posts or other service gencially 
benefited about fifteen rupees a month or fifteen pence a cLoy, thev 
doiilitloss would gladly have attended tins duty on the like terms ; and 
thus by entertaining six strangers at ton shillings a day, you increased 
our expenses full S.8U0 a year and disgusted our own military who 
have certainly a prcfeicncc to oui favoui. 1 

In the same letter of 1760, paragraph SO, the Conit positively older 
that no works of anj* consequence or expense he begun without their 
pei mission being- obtained, unless they aie of such a natuie as not to 
admit of waiting for the same. They wnte : Upon leceipt of tliis letter 
you are to stop all such works as can possibly ho let alone for the charges 
of Bombay and the suboidinatcs arc become enormous and bejoiul 
hearing. Our engineers, when they get abioad, seem cilhci infatuated 
or suffer themselves to he grossly misled. 2 

Beg, aiding the progress made in the fortifications siucc Maich 1759 
the^ Bombay Government write to the Court on the 27th Fcbmary 
1760, paiagiapli ]60- The bastion of the castle called the Cavalier 
bastion has been laiscd 1 6 feet, filled up with earth, and completed for 
mounting eleven guns ; and the passage which communicated with the 
lower part has been convcited into a small magazine foi fixed shells 
The low cm tain between that bastion and the flag-staff bastion has been 
laiscd nearly to a level with the Cavalier, completed, and mounted with 
ten o2-poundcrs. The embrasures aic disposed so as to have a more 
extensive command over the greatest part of the anchoimg ground 
before the fort Two bomb-proof casemates either for troops or stoves 
aie nearly finished, one behind part of that which was a low curtain as 
abovcmcntioned and the other behind the low cm lam on the other side 
of the Cavalier bastion. By this means also a good commumcition is 
made for tianspoilmg guns and that curtain anil be bioad enough for 
conveniently working the guns thcicon which it was not before The 
parapets of the face and flank towards the sea on the flag-staff bastion 
which before was a mouldering sod work, have been faced with brick aud 
masonry. Another emhrasaio has been made on that face and five 
32-poundcrs mounted thcicon. A baltordeaux or dam with a sluice has 
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1 Comb to Bombay 25tliApriU7G0-p.ua 08, Tub Dcp Comt’s Letters Vol. 5 of 
1757 - 1761, 209 - 270. 

2 Court to Bombay 25tli April 17G0 para 80, Pub Dop. Court’s Lrllcis Vol G of 
1757 - 171>1, 2G1 Corap of Standing Old. Vol 2 of 1759 - 17SS, 125, 
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been ninrle aeios* (lie ditch near the Apollo gate to secure the water in 
ease of any accident to the sluice at the angle of the Bojal bastion 
The dock wall ha* lxx-n continued and joined to the last face which is 
almost up to it* piopei height The wall called here the dock wall is 
built so a* to answci the purpose in ea c c another side should bo added when 
another outw aid dock wall lie complete Thotwolow flanks at the Itoval 
lnstion liaie been rawed neatly ten feet higher and tin cc cmbiasuio* 
piouded in each The parapets on the Rojal bastion have been faced 
with brick and masonry The covcit way and parapets to the noith- 
ward have been continued and the communicator to Dongri lull has been 
enuied above half-way The two flank*' and one face of the ia\clm 
heloic the Ba/ai gate’ hav e been completed and tcuace platforms hud. 
One face w ith fn c embrasures and flanks to each and the othei face mill a 
dinw budge aie fni advanced Several of the deep hole- and pits adjacent 
to the walls have been filled with sand fiom a rising giound opposite 
to the Prince's bastion A Irattcry to scenic the giound befoiethe 
Apollo gate and pieicnt any attempts to land near Old Woman's 
island is not quite finished A wall has bccD raid'd about eight feet and 
c.uricd fiom the north shoulder of the Cavalier bastion, northwaul 
obliquclv hefoie the low cnitain between that bastion and .that of the 
tank In this wall there will he thicc returns oi face* tmvaids the 
befoiemcnlioncd atichoung giound opposite the Cavalier bastion Tin’s 
is extremely nece«aiy a* the battciy which was behind it nud raised 
with cocoamit tiees was wasted away and rcudeied usek-s.-. 1 

Bombay Consultation, 10th June 17G0 : Oiileicd that the principal 
cngincei be again lequued to delivci us copy of the plans and section* 
of the foitiheations on the island, transmitted to oui Honourable 
Mn«tois by the Clinton ~ 

About the middle of 1760 the principal engineer Major Mace write* 
the follow ing lellei {7lh July) to Government u-garding the Dongn 
fort: I hare alwavs looked upon the commanding height and situation, 
of Boncn lull oi foit to lie *u eh as might pi o\c of dan gei mi* consequence 
to Bombay vvliencvci attacked. And tliciefore in inv humble opinion 
I deemed it ab-olutcly necessary that the lull *hmild cithei be foitifie-1 
oi the foit ontiiely demolished The foimer I bare begun hut am so 
much impeded by tome hou=cs and several hut* that I feai it will not 
bo in my powci to secure the icmamdcr of the hill as it ought to be 
agmn*t the attempt of an active enemy unle e * those obstructions are 
removed Foi by the vicinity of those house* an enemy may unseen 
come up to the vciy top of the lull Theie me some houses which on 
tlie same account weie ordered to be removed above two years and now 
lcmam a complete nuisance to the defence of the hill. Upon this 
account lest there may not ho rime sufficient to put that pait out of 
danger, I humbly appielicnd it ought a* much as possible to be tendered 
un=eiuceahlo to an enemy and to he done in time whilst m our ponci 
It may be made leady foi blowing up w heuever it i* found icquisitc 


1 Pub Di*p Letters to tiic Court Yol 7 o[ 17(10, Cl -<52 

: Boui. Gov Consultation JOtli June 17G0, Pub Diary SI of 17G0, 442 
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( anrt only such a pari now be destroyed as may be most advantageous to 
tlio pic'enl puipose I lmmbly beg leave to observe that m my opinion 
I cannot sec of what benefit that woik is now to be to the town. 
But I ventuie to affirm it would afford veiy singular advantages to 
an enemy attacking the town. I hope your Honours will please to take 
this affair into consideration and at the same time be entirely assuicd 
that it is tluough a strict adherence to my duty that I now press this 
point. I never had and hope I never shall have a desire to remove a 
single stone or any other pai ticular whatever but such only as appear to 
me dctnmcnlal to scivice. I must also beg leave to lccommend to your 
Honouris consideiation the obstruction I now meet with from the 
houses before the bazar gate ravelin and immediately in the way of the 
glacis, teh owneis of some of them as I have been well informed having 
dwelling houses elsewhcie let out at a very small lent . 1 

This letter was lead at the nest daj^s Consultation when the Boaid 
remark : Head a letter fiom the principal engineer representing that 
he is qicatly impeded in carrying on the public woiks by several houses 
near the bazar gate ravelin and in the way of the glacis, likewise by 
several neai Dongri fort, not being pulled down agieoable to former 
oidcrs, pioposing at the same time to destroy a part of Dongii foit 
immediately and to prepaie the lest for being blow n up to prevent an 
enemy getting possession of it. It is resolved that after a valuation he 
bo leqnned to pioceed immediately in pulling down all the afore- 
mentioned houses and such otheis near Dongn as he may judge neces- 
sary, and that he be oidcied to acquaint the piopnelors of those houses 
alieady directed to be pulled down that if they do not foithwitli set 
about the same, it will he done at their own expense. The determining 
with inspect to Dongn fort is deferred till the principal engineer 
delivers a more particular account of Ins proposals regaiding it 2 

Four days later the principal engineer submits his further explana- 
tion as required by Government on the 12th July. He wnles : In obe- 
dience to your Honours* directions to me for a further explanation of 
what I propose in lcgard to the demolishing of Dongn fort, I piopose 
to dismount and take out the guns from the tower, to bicak 
up the floor and clear out the eaith down to tlio rock, to biealc down 
the walls which 30 m the low works to the tower so as to make a 
separation sufficient to pievent au entrance by that means into it, to 
make mines undev the Wo small platforms bcfoi ementioncd m oi dor 
to their being destroyed when necessary or when the other pai t of the 
lull is put in a pioper condition of defence When tins is done I am 
humbly of opinion that the tow T er and other works should be demol- 
ished . 3 

On receipt of the above letter the Board pass the following orders 
on the loth July: Bead a letter fiom the principal engineer wherein 
lie particularly explains the proposals lie made the Sth inst. 111 


1 Jlajor Mace to Government, 7tli July 17G0, Tub Diary 31 of 17(10, 518-519. 

3 Horn Gov. Consultation Stli Julj 17G0, Puli Diary 01 of 17t)0, .11.-1 . 

a Jlajoi Mace to Go\ eminent, 12th July 17C0, Pub. Diaiy 04 ol 17G0, 530 - 537. 
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lcgaid to demolishing Dongii fort. Bui ns «e deem it a mutter of 
mipoitnncc and as two inembeis of the Boaid aio now indisposed 
the detei mining theicon is defoned till another meeting. 1 

Two weeks latci on the 20th July consideration of the pimcipal 
engineer's letter lcgawling Don gn loit was le-mncd when the 
following oi dei - weie passed: ifcpciu-ed the puiicip.il engineer's 
lettei deluded the lathnist c\]tl.iimng Ins pi operate about demolith- 
liig Dongii foil As he has ropi evented under the 3id inst. that 
he cannot *-ee w lull benefit that foi t can he to the town, and that it 
would aif oid veil ‘-ltigulai advantages to an onemv ag-iinst the town, 
and lie lieing tlic juopeie^t judge in thera case®, it i*- ie«olvcd that he 
pioeced m demolishing the foitin the niannei ho pioposc® 2 

At a Consulln' inn, the £2ml July 1700, the Board observe : 
Tlioie being mini hammals and carwais ( Utdiiri * oi swims) on the 
island who aie not empluved at this season and we have i enroll 
to behove would woik on the foi lific.ition« wcie they nssuied of licing 
called off to their own piopei business as llie tea r on o]iens, the 
Pi esident ]no]ioses putting them undei the Bombay custom mantel’s 
oiduis foi foi t llit. at ion pmposes which is appiovcd. 2 

Some sepojs being employed as lahomcis on the woiks, then dailj' 
paj foi acting in that cijueity is settled at 12 pice each being lc-s than 
what is allowed common lalxmicrs 1 

Several nitiiiccis living nt Murgaon complaining of then being 
assessed foi the county jail and of then wives being obliged to woik 
on the foi tiiications, an liupiuv into the fame is icfeued to the collec- 
ted 

r l he Pic-ulcut acquainting the piinci]'al engineer that he thinks it 
advisable to lake into consideiation the slate ol the foitiiieatmns now 
going on and which oi them are most absolutely necessary to lie com- 
pleted at this junetuie, the engmeei icpiesonts (23i«l Septcmhei 1 7 uO) 
that the woik at Dongri foil and at (he ravelin before the b.r/.ii pate 
will he vet v sJioiily imislied, the essential put bung done, aiidtlut 
lie is now completing the Hank of the Dock Head bastion, the 
battei y below the Tank bastion of the foil, and the coveied wav 
These lie thinks ,ue most absolutely ncce«s.iiy. JIc is oideied to 
finish them before he begins any new woik.® 

Bcgaidmg the demolition of the Poituguo=c chinch the Bnmkiy 
Goveinment vvnte (20th Novcmboi 1700) to the Couit: The Poilu- 
gue.se chimb without the biz.u gate lieing considerably vvithiu 100 
vanls of the gate and as vve aio satisfied that, if attacked by an 
Euiopcan enemy the chuich would piove of the utmost ill consequence 
to the defence of Hus place, as some of Hie walls wcie foui feet thick 


1 Bum Got Consultation 13tli Julj 1700, Tuli Tbarj .71 or 1700, ,727 
5 ltoni Got Consultation 20tli Julj 1700, Puli Diarj 37 of 17WI, .7t>‘2. 

3 Bom Got Consultation 22ml Julj 1700, Puli Ili.nj 17 ef 1700, 733. 

4 Bum Got. Consultation 29Ili Jult I7b f i, I*nb Jlinrj ,10 of 1700, 000 
4 Bum Got Di irj fitli Aur 1700, Pul. l'l irt 33 of I7C0, r i'<2 
'Bom, Gov. Consultation 23id Sept. 17G0, Bub, Umj J3 of 17G0, 710 
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built of cliunam and stone, we resolved on the 29tli July on its being 
pulled down and ovdeicd the principal engineer to pitch on a piopei 
place for the materials being removed that the church may bo lebuilt 
and the new valuation amounting to Its. 18,675-3-95 or Es. 7565-3-75 
less than the estimate made by the clerk of the woilcs m 1755 be paid 
to the piopnetois. This difference has ansen from our allowing 
feet thick, ouly, sufficient for the walls of the new church and. the 
vahiniroiroi' an oart belonging to youi Honours given in exchange for 
- dncfappropiiatel to lebiuld the ehuich in, will be deducted fiom the 
valuation. The demolition of the church is nearly effected and we 
hope that your Ilonouis on considering its extiemely dangerous situ- 
ation and prodigious stiength of the walls will concur with us m the 
necessity for having it lcmovcd 1 

In the same letter the Bombay Government continue logarding the 
. other u oiks : Since the month of February, the last face of the Dock 
Pier Head has been raised and closed to the wall for a thud dock aud 
the retaining wall to the rampart of those faces of the Piei Head has 
bceu raised aud filled with caitli. An arched bomb-proof passage has 
been earned under that rampart to communicate with the small pier 
for covering the gate of the outward dock fiom the violence of the 
sea. Upon the three faces of the Dock Piei Head embrasures aic now 
foiming for eight guns (seven of which the engineer says will be 
icady by the end of this month) having an entile command over the 
chief anchoring ground before the fort winch on that side will be well 
flanked thereby. On the other side of the fort near wlicie a battery 
of cocoanut trees and caith liad been raised but lvadied away, 
battei ics of masonry well flanked aie raised fiom the outermost rocks 
at low water to the height of the floor of the cmbiasiues Two sides 
iacc ty>iaids the afoiementioucd audioring giound and command it 
. welLbeing almost as near to it as the cavalici bastion before w Inch it 
lay^. This baltciy has the advantage of not being seen fiom ships 
y/itil they come on the ground aud aic icady to drop their aucliois as 
/(lie battencs he retned behind the shoulder of the cavaliei bastion 
/ under a low cuitam aud the tank bastion of the fort which they 
covci The communication up to Dongn hill is just done except finish- 
ing some banquettes and two or thicc platforms. The whole lull is now 
made capable of being disputed with an enemy by its bicastwoiks and 
platfoims (both with embiasures and barbefcte) for running on field 
pieces or mountiug guns occasionally. All this lies open to the guns 
of the two northern bastions, to the cavaliei on the Pimcc's bastion and 
to one face of the ravelin before the bazar gate. So that an enemy must 
be very numerous to prevail over these difficulties particularly as the 
towei is now rendeicd useless against the town, should an enemy get 
possession of it W heieas befoio had an enemy forced or &ui prised 
that advantageous post and giound it would have been almost im- 
possible for tlie town, to have withstood the annoyance that might 
have been pouied on it from that quaitcr. The parapet and banquettes 
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of tli e place of aims and coveied way befoie the Piincc's bastion aie 
done and tlic glacis is nenily foimcd 'I he paiapets and otliei paits 
of the coveted way befoie tlie Bainan Bastion arc cany mg on Part 
of the flooi of the nest cuilain in the foit, under which aic a magazine 
and some stoicioonis, having fallen in by the beams lotting in the 
walls two bomb-pioof casemates undci that pait aie now well 
advanced. 1 

To leduce the expendituie on foitification woiks, at a Consult- 
ation the 27th Januaiy 1701 the Bombay Government diicet. 
Mi. Mace hemg picscnt to con=idci the state of the foi tifications and 
the llonouiablc the Couit of Dncctois 1 oideis conceimng them, it is 
lesolvcd that the numbci of people employed theicon fiom tins date 
shall not exceed SOU m the uhole though 3800 to 1800 have lutlieito 
been employed. Mi Mace piopo«ing to delivci lus opinion in wilting 
of the woilcs lie judges most l equisitc to bo earned out, likewise the 
necessity foi the woiks -which have been finished, the same is appiovcd. 
And lie furtlici piojiosmg, as the letaimng wall of the coveit way is 
.fai advanced and he deems it absolutely necessary for the safety of 
the place that it should lie completed with all expedition, that any 
people who may lie willing to eauy it on bv conti act undci his dncc- 
tion may be employed foi that puiposc, we concur thcicm Agiccablo 
to tins the Secietaiy is oideied to gi\e notice we shall sit this day 
foi tm glit to leccive any scaled pioposak that may be tcndeied us. The 
May oi and runcipal Engineer then wilhdiew r 2 

On the 3id Februaiy 176], Mi James Mace submits the following 
detailed lepoit on the state and icquuements of Bombay m point ot 
defence and sccuiitv to the inhabitants • On my aimal lieie 1 often 
lieaid it was generally expected that nunibcis of black meichants w ould 
come fiom Suiat and other paits to settle at Bombay, judging it 
would be a secuie lcsidenco, not only fiom the insults of an enemy 
but also to avoid otliei inconveniences, which they weie lepoited to 
lw subject to undei the countiy government That these meichants 
would want to build laige houses and which could not he done within 
the piesent town, neithci m my opinion ought it to be permitted within 
GUO y aids of the town walls The walls appealed tome to be genc- 
lally bad, and fiom then constiuction, afloided veiy little defence. 
The envuons of the town weie veiy disadvantageous On the south- 
west a body of tioops might be lodged and Elielleied within tw r o 
bundled yaids of the place, undci cover of houses, walls, banks, holes, 
faces, and a burying giound with large monuments Un<fL favour of 
these means of slicltci an enemy might ajipioacli unseen within a few 
paces of the Apollo Gate. 

Towaids the noitli end of the town an attack might be formed with 
gicat advantage fiom behind an offensive n«.mg giound sufficient 
to cover a numbei of men Tins using giound extends southwaid nc.u 
the length of the town, and is too appaieut an advantage foi an 

1 .Bomliay Government to Couit 20th Nov 1700 para 120, Pub Den. Letters to the 
Court Vol. 7 of 1700, 1*19-200 

'’Bom. Gov Consullat on 27th Jan. 1701, Pub. Diniy 30 of 1701, 106, 
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enemy to neglect, besides tlio many quairy holes for sand stone whcic 
in a short time battcues might bo fonned within one hundicd yaids and 
much less of the wall. 

Between the piementioned rising giound and Dongri, upwards of 
two hundred houses woie standing far within the four bundled yaids 
wlueli long befoie weie ordeicd to be cleared. Adjoining to those 
house's and fiontmg tho noith end of the town stood the commanding 
lull and tow ei of Dongii. As fiom their construction and other defects 
I considered the defences of the town to be very insufficient in ca^e of 
an attack, and as the environs weie so favourable to an enemy I felt 
these evils could neither easily nor speedily be remedied. Add to tlus 
the gieat hill of Dongii commanding the whole town, hiding behind it 
good landing places, and, as ships can pass above the middle ground so 
near as to cover a landing thcio, the probability and danger of an 
enemy possesriug that hill or forming even a lodgment behind it with 
security, appealed to demaud my utmost attention and capacity. 
On these and the like consideiations I formed the plau of a line from 
Dongii to Back Bay, winch would then have shut out an enemy fiom 
annoying the town m the most defenceless places. By these means 
likewise there would have been sufficient 100 m for tlio numbci of houses 
w’anlcd, not only in lieu of those pulled down, but for tlie new' inhabit- 

is expected. Nor would this have been so expensive ns putting tlie 
‘'"’land side of tlie present town m a piopcr condition of defence. 1 had 
the strictest attention to the interest of my Iionouiablc Employcis. I 
judged it the best, and indeed my only motive for not having vigoiously 
piusucd that plan was my doubt of its meeting the Honomable 
Company's concuricncc. 

I humbly beg leave to observe it is not piobable any Euiopean enemy, 
least of all the French, would attempt this place only by sea. The 
land is tlieir moie immediate view on tho^c occasions, and tlicir military 
capacity would easily avail itself of every advantage. Thcrcfoic 1 
thought it my duty to have an eve to every pait I judged dangerous, 
and the voile was conducted with all the despatch I w'as capable of 
■'’driving fhew'oi kmeu to. J acted with true zeal and used all the frugality 
possible, winch. I hope will never be doubled, as I can solemnly declare 
that m all my p 2 oceedings hcic I never meant other than to do the 
utmost in my power foi the Ilonouiablo Company's mlciost. The 
huge sums expended have boon chiefly applied to those services pointed 
out m the Honourable Company's 97lli paiagrapli, such as the Dock 
Pier Head i the bastions and cm tains of tlie l’oib, tlie batteries below 
tlie Cavah c and Tank bastions commanding the anchoring giound 
before the Castle. These weie mostly in bad condition, and some, 
before the additions, weie incapable of defence. 

Tho Dock Pier Head, as it was intended to bo conducted befoie 
my pioposal of alteimg its length and diieetion, I may venture to 
afliim, would have been infinitely more expensive than anytlnng that 
lias been done m my time It would have prevented tlie construction 
of a third dock, and would, no waj s, have commanded tlie anchorage 
from tlie Castle. This it now docs with seven ombrasiues. The two 
faces of the bastion in the fort called the Cavalier, w'Cie so low r as to bo 
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commanded l»j tlir ‘hips, and at high water (lie emlira-iiies might 
have livn on ten’ll fiom boat*? The p impels Kith on the I 5 oi.il 
B.islmn and in the foil townul the fc.i lifing too thin, hid N*. n mig- 
ini'iitoil with •■oil wml:, anil though m tlie li-its con'-lnitU waton.il to 
bind anil pierene them, vet wens fallm down In the lmn owing of riti 
and olliei vcnnin 'Jin* bvlleiy nude of (-icniniii tu ” 5 and outli Ih'Iow 
the C.ivahci mdT.mk Bastions I likcwi-c found m mills', being mostly 
w .v slu'd away by the ‘•ei and de-tni) od bv vermin. M\ attention w.is 
then lnglil \ duo to mk.1i winks who-c ruinous and dofonodo'S inndilio.i 
01 olhei defects demanded linnu'di.itc leincdv. 

Ilcduung the bill at Dongn to a jnojwr level would be aw oik of 
manyveai* 1 'iirthcr, as the intended line fimn tie* tow ei to Back 
Hay was not begun, it wa*- neee'*.iry to s ‘cine the lull Fiom a i enemy’* 
pne-acssjon, bj hiving a good oi>mmnnic.itu>n tlieieto, The top of the 
hill has now a tempni.iry lnc.i'-twoik to prevent a snrjni/e. And 
the line of coinimniKation is commanded by i lie Mmnlvi anil Puncv's 
Bastions, the Civaliei and one tic* of the Kavelin hefoie the Ba7 lr 
Gate, while by its own flankin'? nuclei the line commands the shore 
tow aids M.irgann moic fieely than the towci 

In ea^c of the intended line fiom Dongn to Back Bay not meeting 
the Honourable Comp-mv's eoncuricnce, it liccame still inoie nee-’e-atv 
to "imid against what might occm fiom the bid situation of 1. 
prc-eiit town walls, at least bv the addition of a coveted wav and 
glacis (the parapet of which is alieadv earned fiom the Marnhi to 
opposite the Banian Bastion). As the situation of the ground imiiid 
the town walls was so disadvantageous to its defence, it would hive 
been highly requi-itc to have clean'd away GOO r.uds uiund it instead 
of -tUl) (as batteuc* for breach might le laised at the Littui distance) 
which would have added considci.ilily to the cvponre which hy the 
intended line might hive liem avoided All tli^e inconveniences 
winch I had to encountci will, I hope, show the nceessitv fm vvliat his 
been done Also that in justice to my Honourable Kmploveis, I could 
no way avoid giving my opinion freely oE what I could not hut think 
was so highly requisite fm the defence of the place Had any accident 
linppened how might not I have lieen cousin «1 1 

Tlnec (lav slater, Gtli February I 7 Gl,Mr Mace wntes anothei leltci 
to Government legaidmg the vvoik* lie thinks absolutely requisite. 
Agiccablc to voui Honour's oidei® 1 have now the honour to lay 
before you such works as seem in my humble opinion to be absolutely 
requisite. The foundations foi turning arches undci iho ympait near 
the dock pici to lie laid before the l.nns n« the wink will lwvcrv 
troublesome Bomh-pioufs undci the we«l cui tain m the foit to lx? 
continued, oi the remaining pari may till in, as that now niched did 
last 3 cai . As it u. communication ovei the west curtain to the Flag 
lxistion is not safe The building of otlici magazines, thore m the fort 
being had. The Clraieli gate and Apollo gate to be secured, by «omo 


1 Mr J. Mace to Iiombvj Gov enment 3rd Ftb. 1701, Tub Djarv 30 of 1701, 113- 
147. 
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small work bofoic them, moio pailicularly iho Apollo gale, as the 
situation befoic it is vciy disadvantageous to that end of the town . 1 

On leeeipt of the above two Icttcis the Bomd pass the following 
older ou the 6 ih Februaiy 1761 • Head two letters fiom the pimcipal 
cngmceij one urging the neecFMtv for the works which have been 
cauicd on since his amval, the othei lcpicscnting those woiks he 3 cl 
deems absolutely requisite. Determining on the latter of these Icttcis 
is deferred till proposals aic re ecu ed £01 completing the lclnimng wall 
of the glacis by contiaefc. But the piopo^ed d.immni house ncai the 
Dock head being very essential to the maiinc seiuec, it is agiccd that 
he be oideicd to set about it dncctly . 2 * 

On- tbe 10 th Mai eh 1 7t31 the Bomd older that Mr. Mace be 
diiected to picpmc twv> sketches of the buildings umnd the Gieen fiom 
the M.indvi to the M aiinc House to be ti an Mint ted to the Honourable 
the Couit of Direct m-, by ships Jiff motif and Lmulon to show them the 
true si ate of those buildings and that none have been can icd on belw ecn 
the Chinch and the Fort. J 

Begauling the progress in the foitific.itions on the Jlli Apiil 3701 
the Bombay Government write to the Court, paiagiaphs 13G-137 : The 
following progicss has been made in tbe fortifications since (27th 
Fein nary 1 76U) the last ships wcie despatched to your II ononis Tlie 
twr laige bomhpioof casemates undci the west cui tain in the fort aic 
closed 111 and the upper coat of the ten ace is laving on r J he batteries 
bet ween the Cavalici and Tank bastions aie in forwardness, tliice 
cmbiasuics being finished and scion othcis begun. Most of the 
retaining wall for the rampai t is done aud filled with cnilli. Tin ee 
platfoims on the Dock Pier head aic laid and the othcis completing. 
Under the rampart neai the flank of the Dock Pier head dammni and 
cook rooms for the shipping aic begun. The paiapcl of the glacis is 
carried on tow aids the curtain betw cen the Banian and M 001 bastions . 4 

In icgard to the heavy expenses on the woiks 011 the *J tli Apiil 1761 
the Bombay Government wnlc to the Com l : Wo of the Council aic 
concerned that notwithstanding the authority given in the 101 st paia 
ofyoui commands nfthc 4 th May 1757 for electing such woiks as 
Mr. Mace might think evidently ncccssaiy for the immediate defcnco 
oftlie island without waiting £01 fnilhor oidcis from your Honoms, 
aud the letter hc.delivoicd us in Consultation the 17th Fclnuary 1758, 
fully lcpicsentcd in the 145th paragraph of our addicss of the Sth 
Apiil following, yom Ilonouis should censnie the fortifying the 
town on the hod side from Dongu to Back Bay so seicicly as to deem 
us guilty of an absolute breach of ordcis. The necessity of this 
work Mr. Mace has represented 111 a letter delivered the 6 th Febru- 
ary bst to which we hog leave to icfcr your Honours. At the 
same time we have long desisted from canving on the land foilifiea- 
tion. Indeed no fmthcr piogicss hn*s been made therein than clearing 


1 Mr Mace to Bombay Government fitli Fel>. 1701, Fub Drnry 3G o£ 1701, 148 

5 Bom. Gov Consultation fitli Feb. 17G1, Tub Diary 30 of 1701, 139. 

’Bom Go\ Consultation 10th Mnicli 1701, Pub. Dmrv 30 of 1761 SCO 

4 Bub Hop Lottcis to tlie Couit Vol Sotl70], Gl. 
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awnj the eccoamittices for lay mg ll.e foundation of the nail With 
lespcct to youi Honouis 1 cm a 1 king that we haic lately pci mi tied huge 
and lofty home', to he built Lclw lxt the Chuich and F01 t, we likewise 
hog leave to lefer youi Iloninn*! to a f-kotcli ive oidercd Mr. Mace to 
diaw to 'how j 011 the tine state of the buildings lound the Giccn fiom 
the Mandu to the Mamie Home and we shall pay a due icgaul to 
join Horn mis 5 oidcis foi no house', being limit in iutuic but with the 
engineers wntten appioval 1 

On the Oth May 3701 the Comt wnte In yom lettei of the 27 th 
Febiuaiy 1700 3011 gne us an account of the ivoiks n Inch you thought 
nccc« c aiy to he earned on and a detail of the piogic's made tlieiein to 
that time Thet e mc ob'civc aic attended mill veiy heavy crpcn'cs 
not only m canting on the woiks, hut likewise m the pulling and 
cutting down many houses buildings and frees to the amount cf 
Its 1 6,000 and npw aids w Inch w e find has been paid to the pi opnetoi b 
on that account Woiks of ical me and immediate necessity you have 
had our leaic to set about and only such without out pienous 
appiobation We expect you will most strictly attend to and ob-cnc 
oui oidcis on tin*, head and in paiticulai those contained m 0111 gcncial 
lettei of last season under date of the 25 th Apul 1760 . These weie c o 
\eiy full and explicit that we ilattci omselies aftei the lcceipt tlieieot 
you will gne n<= 110 fuilhei occasion to ammadicit upion joui conduct 
with 1 aspect to the foitilicahom and wroiks. 5 

Seeing that ccitam woiks should be speedily completed, the Bnaul 
dnect on the 8th September 1761 It being absolutely neec-'aiy the 
following eight woiks should be completed as fast as po«iblo, the 
expense of w Inch w c judge w ill not be considerable and a« the people 
employed on the deck may woilc thcicon when the tide-' will not admit 
of then walking at the dock, it is oidcied that thov he employed 
accoidingly The woiks to bo completed aic (1) The ai dies intended as 
dammai houses (which aic alicadv ncaily completed) as such houses aie 
much wanted and thu aiches m then picscnt state aic liable Lo much 
dangci ( 2 ) A letaming wall to he 11m fiom the'O aiches to the wall 
town els the sea that the nppei flank which is paitly fonned b\ them 
may be made useful and haic guns mounted on it which cannot be done 
111 its pic'cnt state Tim foi ships coming tow aids the 10, ul will he a 
veij* useful tnc ( 3 ) The cntiancc of the aichway to thelowei bastion 
This 111 its pie'cnt untluislied stale mav inonidei aw ay and submit the 
Company to a much heauei expense than will he inclined by thm lung 
it now. ( 1 ) The two small aiches intended foi cookicon^ and the 'lope 
up to the 1 am] m its being woiks oi little expense as then foundations 
aie laid and 1 nought above the smface. These aiclics will not only 
.idmit of mounting useful guns tow aids the sea hut the ecoki corns thus 
fixed will pievent the seamen of the squadiou making flies in the 
dangeions mannei they now do in diflcient places a practice wluih 
without fixed cook 100ms it is haidly possible to pievent ( 5 ) The 


1 Bombay to Court Ith Apnl 17G1 i>arl ldl, Pub Dtp Lettei s to the Court Vol Sof 
<»3 
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angle of Hie b.i«tion at tlie ontwaid dnek-g.it e, the work tlicie in it*; 
Ju c-enl unfinished stale being liable to receive much damage. (f») That 
open pail of tlie Iw-tion once talked of a 1 * a nv.ig.i/.iuc. 'I In*- must be 
converted into a ‘■mall tempoiaiv magazine for lodging tin* powdei 
of any ship or ve“-el winch may haul into the dock 01 ashore to 
picvout the laigc store magazines being opened mi often as they ale at 
pie- cut. (7) '1 he diam 01 cut that leads funn this intended magazine 
to the d'-ck must he tilled up. At pie-ent it only ‘ones to collect 
walei ninth incommodes the docks as the woiks aho\ cincnt ioned 
likewise do m theiv pie-ent unfinished stale insomuch that they aie 
a cont-ideiahle addition to the oypemc ol keeping the, docks free fiom 
■water, (b) A piopei diain to he contmed for taming the watci clear 
of the docks which will save a eonsidcinblc monthlv chaige. 1 

llegiuding the heavy e.vpen‘Cs on woiks the Point again wiitc on 
]0th A pul 17(52 : It is alwax.s with concern we begin om ranaiks 
upon fortifications and buildings, «s wc find by tlie accounts von fmm 
time to time gi\c iih of the woij;s, that lliei aic attended with heavy 
expenses, fai moic than we had any iea«on to expect. The pieceding 
as well as om last yeal’s aiders weie express that no woiks ‘lion Id he 
tamed on hut those that weie most immcdintclv and absolutely 
noce sarv. We took notice la-1 >ear of the laige sums paid foi homes 
building.- and ticc-. Now wc find this at tide swelled with the 
demolition and lcbiiildmg the Poiluguo*-c chuitli and paling foi .still 
moic buildings amounting in all to Its 2a,2(i8. Wo must suppose 
that you bad cxtraoidinary good iea c ons for this transaction. Jt is 
evident if an immediate stop is not put to th^c expenses, on the least, 
opening giien them the engmccis will lie cvci Conning new piojects, ho 
that our monev will he lnmcd in stone walls chunam and e\ponM\c 
ojiuiations, while our mci can tile concerns languish and we evpeuenec 
disappointments which we should have no reason to expect if om money 
was not expended on thc-c unpiofilnblo works, Fiom the long account 
you give of the state or them m the 12(ith pain or vour letter of the 
i’Olli Noxemhui !?«», sutlicient scams to he done for yom seem it v m 
the points wo duotlcd Conscipicnllv all the future ohaigcs we shall 
expect to heal of m legal d to them will ho only what may preset vo 
them m g cod mder. Foi wc positively icpeat heie that no nioie he 
undertaken without om pluvious appiobation. 2 

In the same leltui the Court continue. Our oidcis are pciomptory 
and cxpie.-s. You shall entei upon no expensn e woiks without our 
ajipiohation, excepting such as necessity obliges you to and wlicro 
your safety will not admit of waiting for our dn actions. Can you 
possibly avow that the demolition of the Portuguese church comes under 
that deseuption ? 'J hen why .should you at a time, when wo most 
earnestly called upon yon foi every aid, wantonly dissipate thousands ? 
We eau liaidly paidon such gross disobedience. A nd once for all w c do 
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positively tell louthat mo shall call upon \ou in anotlici mannoi if our 
01 del b uie tliu« disicgaidcd . 1 

In 1701 (August 31th) the piincip.il engineer Uajoi Mace died m 
Bombay anil the mh-enpineei Captain Andrew Wernei was placed in 
charge On the loth June 17*32, Captain Weinei inspected the 
foitihcations and submitted to (imeinmenl the following detailed 
lepoil Having lately inspected the slate of the foitificalion«, I think 
it iiicumlient on me to lcpic^cnt to you the additions and lcpairs I 
coii'-idci absolutely nece^-ary, to lie immediately giicn them to render 
them tenable in e i«-e of an attack fiom the enemy, I lime liken i-e 
enclosed a liM. of Mich stoics as I think mil lie <~uflieicnt for a six 
months’ Mugo Since without llusc stoics all oui endeaiom- foi the 
defence of the place miL’ht lie made incfleclual, thej ouplit to he pro- 
uded A couple of lne ships Mould also be of the pieatc-t pcnice 
against an attack hy son, but a 1 * this does not come nitlun.mv sj.hcic, 
I beg lemc merely to offer my opinion, llic woiks nhch I deem 
immediately ncceisaii are . 

1 The tun e.uahois oil the Prince’s nnti Buuan bastions to be rep mul 
and guns mounted on them 

12 A Liml of nulm for coloring llic clinicb and Ajiollo gates. 

J To complete tlie glacis tound the town nail. 

4 Tocoinji’ete llic bat tori umbrtbuT.ini: bnstion of tlie castle m such 
niannu ns to lunki it lit foi mum.di.itu sen in* 

.1 'In mill' Doiigri fort fur In ing li'nr n up hi cn-c of an muni - taking 
lioisvssiun of it nud to bait sonic '•mall gun, niuunud tin re to opposj their 
luiiiling 

G. A batten to be ircLtul nl M.l/gann 

7 Guns to be iiiuuutui on the Bmd.ir nli.aif on tlie side towards the 
Mai me Home 

8 To in il.i- Mime h unb-proof pi ices for the pio-crratum of tlie men oT 
dull ami foi nil hospital dm mg th»* sagi : 

On the points noted in the nboie let lei tlie Bnaid ]ia=s the follow mg 
lesolntioiis. (1) r J ho select ennnnittee coiicuumg in the necessity of 
lepnmng the two e.uaheis on tlie Prince's anil Banian haslions anil of 
mounting guns on them fm the bet lei defence of the place, the 
bastions aic oideiod to lie lcpaued m the speediest mannoi and c o as 
not to reqmie any fuithcr additions (£) The Chuuk aiul Apollo gates 
being veiv much exposed, a kind of mi cl in for eoienn«r them is 
deemed \cry Ossentiil to then ’■eemiti, and is tlieicfoic oi dcicil to he 
completed with all possible ev] 'edition hy tin owing upeailh foi the 
piescnfc to set ve m ca^c of need and to he aftci ivauls faced with 
masomy when time will peimit, should it then be found ncccssaiy. 
(3) As to completing the glacis lound tlie town wall the Band ols-eno: 
A good pnit oi this woilc is alie.uly iimslicd, and as it must be allowed 
to lie of the gicatest usu fm the pie=ei\,iiion ot the town, it is ie=olied 
to cairy it on as fust as possible. But as it will be impracticable to 


1 Cum t to Bombay lGlli April 1702 jura PS, Pub. Don Court’s belter* Vul- G of 
1702- 17iil. 17 

5 bub-L'n^mccr to Goiernmcnt loth June 1702, l’nb Pj.aiy 3S of 17C2, 312 3 it 
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complete it with masonry in the same manner as that pait already 
finished, the sub-engineer is oidered to thiow up earth as pointed out 
in the pieccdmg aiticlc , and it must he constructed so as to admit of 
lcdoubts being thrown up to strengthen the cui tains. (*J) To complete 
the battery under the Tanlc bastion of the castle in such manner as to 
lcndci it fit for immediate service, is a work so veiv essential to the 
defence of the place towaids the sea that it is agreeable to complete 
it with all possible expedition. (5) To mine Dongii fort for being 

S up m case of an enemy's taking possession of it and to have some 
gams mounted tlieio to oppo c c their landing, arc also deemed 
r and ordcied to be earned into execution, the tower not to be 
up till the last extiemity, as it may be of service (l>) As legards 
cry to be elected at Mitzgaon, as the enemy cannot biing vessels 
er the discmbaikation of their troops at this place, a battery is 
answei very essential, as the field pieces, it is imagined, will 

enciuiicd n* 3 samc purpose j but the expedicnc}' of it to be fuither 
side towaids 0 - (7) As to mounting guns on the Bandar wliaif on the 
necessary to prfcMannc House, the Boaid remaik : This being very 
iner liead it is oidciuttic enemy landing between the dock and bandar 
pre°ent very thin, it irto be put in execution and the parapet being at 
the" pier so that b<w just lie thickened as w r ell as that at the end of 
small guns aheady^iVy cannon may be placed tlicic instead of the 
places for the y mounted. (8) As lcgaids making some bomb pioof 
chi lino- the ne*/ 1 06(51 v ‘ l tioii the men oil duty and for an hospital 

'aCJowm be de«J6 c > ^ 10 Boaid lesolved that Majois Munro, Piers, and 
v Vy.TijP-- J -r'j^ired to suivcy the fort together with the sub-engmeer 
and'wiiatevcr they lccommeud in this lespect to be complied with. 1 

At the same Consultation the Board consider certain measures 
proposed by Major Mumo. The Diary has the following entry : The 
President having some time ago dcsiicd Majoi Mumo to give him his 
sentiments iu wilting with inspect to what might be lcquisite in case 
of a siege, that gentleman dch\crs the following list of what mcasuies 
he judges absolutely nccessaiy to be immediately taken : 

1. All stoies to be examined and a lcpoit made of tlicir condition. All 
sliclls to be piovcd and fitted (filled), and llic guns on the scveial woiks to 
be fitted with carnages These steps have been ahead} taken and oidcrs 
- issued accoidingly. 

2. Field pieces to be fitted w ith sea carnages to be used occasionally on the 
woiks Thu being deemed very propci, the maime paymaster is oideicd 
to make such a nurnbci and of such dimensions as the commanding officer 
of Ai tillei y may acquaint lnm w ill be necessary. 

3. A small temporary magazine to be made to each bastion for holding- 
ponder for immediate sen ice Thicc of the bastions have already got 
these small magazines and to cncli of the others it is agiced to make ono of 
laige timber planks and fascines in the best manner the tunc will admit of. 
i All houses and buildings within cannon-shot of tho works to he 
« immediately lazed. This is a lncasiuc which will undoubtedly be taken on 
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tlio ol'pcatauce of in 1 11 , 1113 . Till tli,*n ne limit. it mincers 113 to subject 
the* Ilimniii l>li* Coii)]Mii\ to fo ern nt .m t\|>“ii^c ns tli* \ uiuilil in li ‘-anh 
aiif*ui I13 iN liem; iIiiiic niiiiHili iMi 

!» A*, liom* of tin; guiiM on tlio M inilii hi-tiun romni.'ii 1 ! tin irt <* lm ht-fme 
tlicbia.li pile, tin* I’n ml niilrrul lli.il .i <-ii nl'vi In iii)ii.uli.itt*t% built 
tli'n to iiiniily tins <Ief< et. nml ns c.iwiliLts.in a prv.it ilt fenci to .i 
foitilh »tnm mtlmi.i nutnoil.-, it is n.'ULtl i.'nn tune Mill pet lull to mel c 
one to c ■Hi lio-tion 


Tlio Hraid :il-u mdeicd that all the millions and ] duunci*. nhii.li thy ! 
Mih-cnuincei n*:v\ judge neicssan fm cat nmir on the noil's p.opo-edp 
lx* miniedialeh entertained Also that the Jhnnhavaml Malum fn**t<y m 
master*, take an account oCall the piou'siuns ami *fiam m then / 1C ~ 
spoctnc dislucts and in ike a lepoit thereof to tin* 1’oud. that ne/ j™' 
knou n hat is nit limit as well as nit Inn tin* town “Willi jus’, _ 
the list of stales judged nm’syuj hy the suh-cii”ineei, , l!l 'V 
all early got a gieat mam ft thorn and siicli as ne liaie not J IU ’ 011 L,ea 
to he munediateU ]iioMded 1 J 


con 

note 


The select committee acquaint, loth June 17 r ° J the Heard that m 
nscnncntt* of a lctlei liom the s U |) engi ni ?, 1 le ] >10 ~ e, ’ lin " the 
u*-sit\ of sonic woikfl lr'ing tluonn up Coi* * 10 ,no l c in ' mc ' in '' 

* . . _ _ - 4 n. > ill /.K.l.x . f Hint 


defence of the plate, tliev had i-siied the net P "'-‘ n ,' f ori | I I ji ^ 
pm po-c as pel cop\ of tlipii piocecdnigs no.v laid ^ 
nlucli lr'intr read au» unanimously tppimed and llie . ** I1 I «oi mteiiclen l 
onleied to cmneit the Gitanhun and Vo> kctili a* fh ‘•hips hut not 
to piejudiee the fotiner as a cmi/ei if tins can lx* nMudmv 

A« tlieie i>= a gicit diflieully in pi ocuimg aititieers and lalj. ,n !a< lm 
the al*ove winks, a puhhcation i« immediately oidernl to he i"iied that 
no people lie cmplojcd m any pnvate noiks uhitcui until the 
Ilououmhle Comjiain V nmks me finm-hul mth as many a c the 
suli-cngmeei may judge nceets.us 


At a Cnnenltahnii, the 2t*th .Tune thcf-ime jem, the Bo.nliay and 
Malum custom liiasteis la\ lxfoie the Boaid n*i account of the gram 
m then ifspeetue distnets Ahstiattc of the«*» accounts me given 
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A* regards ovcrseeis the Bombay Diary o £ the 6th J uly has the follow- 
in 0 - entrv . Being of opinion that the appointing gentlemen to o-vcuce 
the woikmcn employed on the fortifications w ill greatly forw ai d the same, 
aud m the end piovc a consideiablc sanng to our Honourable Masleis, 
and many ofliecis of vessels now unemployed having made a tender of 
their scj vice on tins occasion, it is agreed to entertain them at the late 
of Bp. 18 a month or four shillings a day being the same as is 
allowed to the military oflieeis. The sub-engineer having likewise 
’••>pi evented that a palanquin is not sufficient for him to attend the 
fcC reial w oiks which lie is under an absolute necessity of visiting every 
dra.-, the paymaster is oidoicd to make him an additional allowance of 
Bs.^u a month for a conveyance. 1 

O^ihe question how far the new fortifications aie sufficient for the 
sccuiil^of Bombay, the Sub-Engineer, on the 3Uth July 1762, makes 
the folldvjng- fiuthci lcpresentation to Government. Notwith- 
standing tlik great defence wo may justly' expect fiom the new forti- 
fications now carrying ou, yet upon examining the giound round about 
I have observed some deficiencies which I think it my duty' to lay' bcfoi e 
your ] 1 ononis. It it, m my r opinion piobable that any' European enemy' 
th.it would attempt a siege against this place, mus{ land their tioops 
upon Old "Woman's island. as the most convenient place both for landing- 
the men and -warlike sjAnep, and the point behind Sir Covul’s bouse 
would alYoid thciiyu.*very sufficient shelter till sucli time as they could 
survey' the gi ounid along Back Bay'. I therefoie humbly suggest that 
m older to scon/ the beach opposite to Old Woman's island so as to 
annoy the mapfiy and hinder their gaming any favountc spot of giound 

Tmik convenient for them, a ledoubt should be laised behind 

tbc Old llospital wntli a communication with the outworks of the town. 
"Wlnle they' lcmam witlim canuon shot this redoubt will ako cieale 
the enemy as much tionblc aud loss after passing it as befoie tliey' 
came up to it The distance of tlio lcdonbt fiom the town ditch 
will be but 620 feet winch rendeis the communication tolciable safe 
and w ill amount to but a small expense It is fui thei my' opinion that 
no gams ought to bo mounted on the battery without the Apollo gate, 
which the late Major Mace mised. Field pieces would lie much more 
‘■miccable, and their ictrcat moie easily accomplished, should an 
enemy make then appeal auco on Old Woman's island In the next place 
I must beg leave to repiUf-ont the inconvenience of the tope of coeoanut 
tiers by' the Madagascar house® These tiees would furnish matenals 
foi the enemy, should they be lucky' cuougli to get that length, for raising 
abatfeiy, and the lull they' stand on is so much higher than the sand hill 
that unless our outwoiks? weie complete, we have not m the powei of 
our guns to liui t them while lodged behind it. An enemy' may he 
sccuicly lielimd the lull till they find an opportunity of taking possession 
of the sand hill, and raising battci ies, winch may' be done m a night time. 
In oidei to obstruct the enemy’s designs still further, I am of opinion 
that a mine w ith several blanches to it caiiied under the sand hill, would 
be veiv ncecssaiy (as indeed wcio tlicic some moio dangerous places 
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undci mined within cannon shot it would not lie ami' 1 ;) and a' we arc 
noi sme of haung time to ledticc it In a lead, 3 piopn«c that the mine 
should he of 'ueli a depth ns that the levelling of the lull at any time 
may not allccl the gullet ic'. It will .il«-o he oi gioat u«c to have that 
angle of lice 1 , cut down fiom the enhance of Son.lpui to the present 
buiving giound, which is lnit a \eiy small ipaee and will open the 
avenue foi oui guns to play fmm the caialiei tijion the Bunco's bastion 
and outwoilcc. All tlic-e iepic*enlations I Inimhly heg lea\c to refer 
to youi Honour's consideration, and as I thought it my mdispi'iisah 0 
dntv to lay them befoio i on, I hope you will pardon the lioublc 1 
On iceeipt of the aho\o Idler the Bombay Government pass he 
following ordci Bead a lollei fiom the sub cngincci setting Pith 
the ncecssil} of electing 'undiy additional woiksthoiein pomte 1 0,1 ^ 
for the bettci defence of the place li« consideration is fo* <somo 
time defeiied, as wo have not been able to pioeme a su(Iieicr c number 
of lahomcis for the voiks aheady oil hand. But the Collcctoi is 
oideicd to value the coconnul ticos thciem mentioned as nccesspiy to 
lie cut down and to make a icpoifc theicof to the Board 1 

In consequence of the Go\cinmcnl Bc'olutir.n of the 30th July, the 
Collector was oi del cd the following day to lcpoit on the valuation of 
the trees to 1 c cut. lie ncemdingly submits \hc following lepml on 
the Sid August 1762 In obedience to youi/ commands of the 31st 
ultimo, ] now enclose foi youi ITonouis a tiansf.rJte of tlic vciondoic-' 
and maltaias' lepoit cf the valuation r.f 171 cocr.wnit ticcs, and 25 
vacant spaces cf the oait belonging to Fakn Shaw .TmDulla situate near 
Back Baj, valued at Its 5bSJ. 1 leanest youi fi\^thci diicchons 

tliereon. s _ 

At llieii Consultation on the same day the Board make the following' 
lomaiks on the above letter Bcndalellei fiom the Collectoi, enclosing 
a lepoit valuation of the oait belonging to Fakir Shaw Janullu winch 
tlic sub cngincci wants to cut down egiceablc to an oidei last Council 
day. As wc donut knowhow the above Fakn became possessed of 
the Eaid oait, the Colli eloi is ducctcd to enquire into it 5 

On the 21th August the Collectoi submits, the following report 
rogaidmg Fakir Shaw 's. call In compliance with the oideic of the 
Boaid, I lu\e made enquny how Fakn Shaw Janulla became possessed 
of the oait situated near Back Bav . I find that a grant theicof was 
given to his widow Saiambai liv the Pic'idcnt and Council outlie 13th 
August 1743, Mi Thomas Doml being at that time Collector On 
making the giant IS venis 7 months and la dins' pension was iccoveicd 
fiom lici, and ‘lie was to pay foi the fust ten jcaisat the late of 
Bs. 13-1-50 foi oveiy 100 tiecs, and ev ci aftei at thoiatenf Bfc 26-3-0, 
aceitificate being giantcdlier aecoidmgly She now (1702) pars the 
Honourable Company annually : n« qr-.n*. 

Fciisioa .. ... ... .. 33 2 82- 

Tnx. ... ... ... .. O 3 20 

Total ... T3 2 2 
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I should not have failed io deliver in the account before, but the 
widow 1, lCpie-'CTitmg to me that thevcreadorcs and matlaras had greatly 
undeivalucd the oart, 1 caused them to inspect it again and deliver in 
a leport of its lntnnsic^voitli for your Honour’s notice. 1 * 

On the 21th August the Boaid passed the following order on the 
above letter • Read a letter from the Collector lopresenting that the 
widow of fakir Sliaw Janulla became possessed of tlic oart near Back 
Bay iu the year 1 748 bj r a grant as usual from the then Collector of 
the Honourable Company’s rents and revenues ; it is thcicfore oidered 
that the Collector enquire audrcpoit to ns if ihoic are an}' of the 
Ilonouiable Company ’s oavts which cau be given in exchange for it. 3 

On the same subject of fakir Shaw’s oait the Bombay Diary of 
the Toth August-17 02 has the following entry ■ Bead a letter fiom 
the Collectoi whei cm he acquaints us there aienono of the Honourable 
Company’s oarts hut wlut aie let out to farm to give in exchange for 
that near Back Bay, and tlieiefoie lccommends our giving ono of those 
whose farmer is m a had condition m lieu of it. As we have often 
found gieat difficulty in rccovenug the lent of such oarts, it is agreed 
to give the oart recommended by the Collector ; and the trees in the 
Back Bay oart aie, agreeable to the sub-engmcci’s lccommcndatioii, 
oideicd to be cut down and the compound wall and house situated 
therein oideied to be valued. 11 

On the 28th September 17G2, the new foitificalion paj-master 
dclivois a lepoit valuation of the house and compound wall of tlic oait 
belonging to the -widow of fakir Shaw Janulla, amounting to 
Bs 157-8-15, which sum the Boaid order to be discliaigod. 4 * 

In August 1702, owing to want of fodder, the owners of cattle employ- 
ed m connection -with the fortification woiks lequeslcd permission 
to send them to the other side to giaze Tlic Boaid pass the fol- 
low™ g oi dors ■ The owneib of private carls lequostiDg permission to 
send then 1 cattle to giaze on flie othoi side, as has been always usual at 
this season of the year, but lately prohibited on account of the works, 
deelamig that foi want of foddei they lose manj” annuals, the same is 
agreed to But the new fortification paymaster is oi dcred to take securi- 
ty from the owners tlmt the cattle he biought back in tu o months to 
be employed again upon tlic woiks. In the meantime the paymaster 
must pmcha^c some oxen and buffaloes for the Ilonouiablc Company 
on the best teims lie-can that the works may not stand still. 6 

On the 14-th September 17G2, ilie Sub-Engineer made the following 
piopo'-als to expedite the works : Observing the slow’ progress m 
filling up the glacis, and the leugtli of time unavoidably required to 
complete the work by canymff the cailli in wheelbarrow's fiom the 
piescnt distance, also since both the difficulty aud expense will become 
gicatcr with the increased distance the earth has to bo carried, I w T as 
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led to eonsidei tlie natme o£ the giound ncai the woiks liming duly 
examined it, I am led to mate the Boaid a pjopoMtion that I am 
convinced will greatly lessen not only the expense hut the tune lequncd 
foi filling the glacis, and mil at the tame time add much to tliesticngth 
of the town 

Fiom ncai the T’unec'b bastion oniound to Iho Mailhoiough bastion 
tlie ground is tofl, and fiec fiom locks, except an easily M'paialcd 
sandstone A fmtj -font tienchatthc toot of the intended glacis 
mil ailoid sufficient earth clo<e to liand to complete the glacis in a 
slioit tune I am pcisuaded that doing tins mil not he attended mill 
one-half oui piesent expense r Jlns tioncli is to he foimcd paiallel to 
the works m such mannoi as not to aiToid any sheltei to the appi caches 
of an enemy, hut lathei aftei haling made appioaclics at a distance, it 
will he a gioat check to them, and lay them open m full sight of the 
feveml flic.-, and gi eatly let.ud then, piogiess I do not extend this 
ticnch fuithei than fiom Prince's bastion to the Mailhoiough bastion 
as there the giound glows locky and hard I have also considered that 
the constructing by each ravelin and redoubt of small lunettes, 01 lather 
batteries of a few guns, mil, at a veiy little additional expense, add 
much to tlie seeuntj* of the place, and lequne scaice any additional 
people Those quaitcicd to the ledoubts will naan the piopnscd woiks 
with the addition ot a few gunnels only, -as they communicate mtli 
and depend on each otlici. Such lunettes will add c o much to tlie de- 
fence and so little to the expense of the woiks that I cannot hut lecom- 
mend them earnestly to he constructed Indeed without lunettes ifc 
would not he so safe to woik the ticncli as proposed. The gieat 
length of the cui tarns of the old woiks of the town wall, also makes 
these lunettes nc*ce««aiy. Without them the w all, which fiom its 
ongmal construction is in itself veiy weak, would remain lather too 
much exposed to an enemy. Lest I should not have sufficiently explained 
myself, I take the libeity of laying hefoie you a complete plan of tlie 
works as now pioposed. If any difficulty 01 doubt lemtnns, L mil m 
pei son if necessary give you every infoimation in my powci in lespcct 
theielo. This tieneii is to he foimed sloping on each side to such a 
depth as eaithmav he lequiied foi the puiposps of filling up the 
glacis The ticncli ici[unes no masomy unless the Boaid should think 
masomv necc'Saiy m the faces of the small lunettes Even this is 
not of matoualimpoitanco Tins tiench will for many jeais conlinue 
to answei the puipotc of defence. Hcieaftei if neccssaiy it might he 
easily conveited into a lcgular ditch. Ei on as a tiench it mil I hope 
be evident to you that it mil answei cvciy purpose we can m-h foi. 

I beg leave to have youi deteimmatron on this head as soon as possible, 
as the speedy completing of the woiks in hand so much depends on it 
I shall m a futui e addi e-s to tins Boai d explain myself as to the mteuoi 
w T oiks m the plan, the above at piesent being what lequncs the most 
immediate attention It may he ncce-saiv to leraark that the lemains 
of the sand hill 01 high gi ound mil he best thiown down into the Jiollow s 
neai at hand by the side of the middle road, or used to fill such other 
hollows neai at hand on the csjilanado or hefoie the town as may 
rcquiie it. 
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Two of the piineipal powder houses laying very near the woiks, are 
very necessary to be pulled down, as if they take possession of them 
befote (he new works am complete, they arc or miy be a gieat shelter 
to an enemy, there being no guns that can play upon them fiom the 
town. The ic<-fc as well as these two should bo lemoved as our works 
legnlaily approach The only place to remove them, ] imagine, would 
be to Old Woman's island. I liave also enquued and find a very 
complete well may he dug near the tombs in the dry season. This 
would answer foi the use of the powder works as there was a well 
formeilv ou the same spot As the rains arc almost over I should be 
extremely glad to have one thousand labourers more employed on the 
woiks, to finish at least the glacis and the covered ways. 1 

At the Consultation on the same dav, 14th September 1762, the 
aboic proposals from the sub-engineer Captain Andrew Werner were 
lead when the Board made tlic following lemarks . Read a letter Lorn 
Captain And lew Werner accompanying a plan of the woiks he has and 
does propose erecting. As he represents that it would be attended with 
less expense to cut a trench at the foot of the glacis (while it would 
add considerably to the strength of the town) than to biing eaith from 
the distance he does at present to complete the embankment and would 
also require much less time, the same is agreed to, as his reasons for this 
proposal appear to us to be well founded Further the great difficulty 
we experience in procming carts renders it very tedious and expensive 
to bring a sufficient quantity of earth for this purpose Besides this 
we shall by this means be able to remove the sand-lnll so long 
complained of as a nuisance to tlic works. For these several reasons 
Captain Werner is ordered to carry on the works in the manner he 
pomes out, in doing which the strictest frugality must be enjoined. 3 

The following extract from the monthly accounts of disbursements 
on fortification works shows what works were going oil in 1762 and at 
what monthly cost" : 
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Once more, in a despatch of Gih April 170 ", the Comfc cauhon llie 
Bombay Goicinment against undci taking additional ivmks and slnet- 
l}- enjoin fiugalil}' Foi the masons yiien by you and Item Adninal 
Cornish ive acquiesce in yom continuing and finishing the tliud dry 
dock ; the Dock pier battery and DolIi pier head may also be 
completed, togelhei with the dammai houses, cook 100ms and the 
small magazine that 1* to hold the powdci of ship® coming into the 
Dock But as we aie now at peace with Fiance, 3 ou mu-t not ‘■cl 
about au}' new' 01 additional woiks that aie Y013' expensive without {list 
repicscnhng to us the absolute nccesnti' of them, and waiting foi oui 
anew ei We expect 30 U will bo as frugal as possible in earning on 
those ncecsN'113' woiks, and see that the matcnals aie laid m at the best 
hand Wo see that you. had begun to induce the low 01 flanks of the 
ltoial bastion to then 01 iginal standaid. if a lcgulai Hirvey had liccn 
made and icpm ted to the Boaul befoie the paid flanks had been m’-ed to 
an impiopei height, w e imagine tins ti ouhle and expense might have been 
caved 3 ou must theicfoie lie cautions m futuie and not suffei the 
work of 011c cnginrei to lie undone I13' lus successor w ltliout assigning 
Euch leasnns foi it as ma3’ appeal to 3'ou satisfactoiy. 1 

About tlie middle of 1763 , m consequence of the close of the Ficnoh 
wai, the Bombay Government had to e unsidev what foi till uation 
woilrs could he defenod so that the ciuicnt chaigcs might lie leduced 
The Eub-cngmeei submitted Ins sentiments on the subject at a 
Government Consultation 011 the 7 th June 1703 r !he Bomba}- 
Dial 3- of that date lias the following cnti3' In consequence of tlie 
intelligence we have leeeived of a cessation of aims between Gieat 
Butain Fiance and Spam, the bub-engincci is now called upon to give 
his sentiments as to the pic c oi't btate of tlicfoilihcations, tin. p< ts-duhlv 
of lessening the expense of the woiks now m hand, and "topping such 
as can he detoued until the Ilonouiahlc Compaq" t- pleasure can he 
known He theieupon doclaies that the lunettes without the teieied 
wa3' and the advauced woiks pioposud m las plan to be earned out 
tow aids Back Bav neai wlicic tlieuaial hospital foimcil}' stood 11103' be 
dcfeiml But that the lavelin and lunettes within the coiend wav 
cau}ing on at the Apollo gate and the ledoubt between that and 
Chiu eh gate constructed with masoniv, aiem suili foiwaulness that 
thei' eaunot now T bo left undone without the Ilonouiablc Compan}'’s 
sustaining a heavy loss I13' then running to nun if left in tlieir piescnl 
unfinished stale. 'Jlie woik which at piesent in his opinion leqnuesthe 
gieatest and most immediate attention, is the eons traction of the lavelm 
at the Cliuich gate and that it mai' he In might to such an height befoie 
the expiration of the lams that, as has been tlie case this season, the 
watei ma}' not he so low as to subject the Honoiuahle Compan}' as well 
as pin ate people to a gieat expense by obliging them to furnish the 
ciuizors and pm ate slups with ivatei’ hi ought tiom the scveial wells, 
I lie engineer fuilhei lepiosents that this woik is ahead}' earned on m 
pait and is ahsolutel}' nccessar}' considering the weak state of the town 


’Court toBomlnj fitli Api.l 17G 1 pin- 71 anil 71, Puli I)ii> Coin f- I. Vol C of 
1763 1 7(it, 201 - 20.1 Cmip. of t L’lirlinj Out Yol. £ of 17 3P - 17 > B, 131 - lfti 
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on that side. Further if tins myelin weio not. completed, tlic expense of 
the Avorlw already cairied on in that part would he tin own away as of 
no use without it. Ho also recommends the completing the coveicd 
■way already in gicat forwardness. This colored way we con=idci a 
■woik -winch may he earned on at leisure or as our eueumsi .nice- poimvt. 
We concur with the sub-engineer m the necessity of completing' the 
other woiks aho\e mentioned, paiticularlv the laielm at the Chinch 
gate. The nuinher of men lcquiicd for tin* pui pose and loi complet- 
ing the fluid diy dock and its pier head being considered, in older that 
we may 1 educe tlic expense as much as possible, Captain 'Weiner thinks 
547 men including artificers and labonicrs of all smts as by an abstract 
now delivered by him mil he sufficient. It is theiefoic ouleied that 
only this uumhor ho employed m futuic As to the mules proposed in 
the plan lobe eicetod within the town (except the small magazine and 
casemates earning on to complete the bastion m the mnunc yaul which 
being now' so far advanced cannot he left unfinished wilhouf Mihjeeling 
the Honourable Comp.mvto a heavy lose), it is agiced to doi’ei earning 
them into execution until we have our Honourable lilaslcis’ sentiments- 
on our w-oiks in general which we shall piohablv leceivc by the expect- 
ed ship-.. With respect to the trench pioposed to he cut without the 
glniis, the sub-engineer will consider and rcpoit to us hoiuafler how 
hu he judges it will answer the pui pose of s.i\mg expense bv tilling up 
the glacis. If lie is satisfied it will save expense, the ditch will he 
canicd on unless ordcisto the coutiary should m the mtoiimhc iceeived 
from the Ilonouiable Company. 1 

At a Consultation, the Dili August 1703, regarding Dongii fort and 
lull Cov eminent ohsoivc : In consequence oi the Into engineci’s ficquent 
iccominendalaiii for the demolition of Dongii fort and hill as being a 
vmy dangoiuus spot m ca«e of an attack, the foil some time ago was 
dismantled. As the most effectual and least expensive wav of lcmov- 
iug the hill will he to requite all stones wanted for buildings and 
ballasting ot ships to he taken fiom thence under a penalty of Its. 100 
foi cvciy omission, a publication must issue to that effect and the pay- 
master be oideicd to employ such a number of 1 labonicrs and dnlleis 
to blow up the locks and get tlic stones m readiness foi being cairied 
off as may he deemed neccssaiy. 2 t "‘ 

On learning the above orders of the Boaul, Captain Weiner the sub- 
engineer submits the following lepoit on the 5th September 17G3: 
Having lately received copy of the llonom able Boa id's ordoi to the new 
Coifilicatiun paymaster dueetmg the levelling Dongii foil and lull T 
think it a duly incumbent on me to lepiesont io your Ilnnom that such 
a work will not only he atf ended with an cnounous expense and a 
tedious length of time (foi 1 will venture to say that 2000 men a day 
cannot complete it in lo yeais) hut after all will not answer the pm pose 
intended as the ground at and about Dongri in goneial as far as 
JManekji's hill or the Seven Brab-treeu is considerably higher than the 
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town w all and consequently w ill always command llie town By the 
cnclo'ctl diaft o£ tlio inofilo o£ tlic lull, showing the height breadth and 
length, yom Iionoui s may paitly judge how tednmp and expensive the 
levelling would piove A* this is a pound when something should be 
done to rendci that spot as seinceablc as possible to us and a cheek to 
the pioyie c s of an enemy, should they make attempts on that quaitei 
of the town, I humbly beg leave to offei it as my opinion that the lull 
should he well fortified and the woiks undci mined The expense will 
bo tailing in cumpanson to that of levelling the lull and foit A 
time maybe ascei taiued when it may be completed It will gieatly 
stiengtben that side of the town w huh is weakest and eutnelycom- 
m.md the shipping m the Lai bom and gxeat pail of Back Bay. r l lie 
paifc of the lull w Inch at all events it is nece-*arv to blow' up, will 
supply stones enough not only foi all the public and pavatc woiks but 
also ballast foi the ship? Foi this w'Oik about 100 men moie than 
aic at pie-enl employed must be added 1 

The above letlci was lead by the Boaid on the 0th September 1763, 
when they obscive . Bead a letter fiom Captain-Licntenant Andie w 
Wcmci, whciem lie stiougly lepiesonts that our late - 1 evolution foi 
dcmolislung Dongn hill and foit cannot he effectually earned into 
execution in less tlian fifteen j'eais, noi without a most enoimous 
expense, wlueli will far exceed that which would he lucuued by' 
foi (its mg it in a piopci mannci , and which, as the giound continues 
so high as always to command the town to a gieat distance, is in lus 
opinion by fai the most eligible scheme. It i? agieed, thmfore, as it 
is now peace and as theie is no absolute necessity foi coming to an 
immediate detczminahon to which of these two measuies to give 
the picfeiencc, that wc submit the same to our Ilonnm ihle Masters. 
In ordci that they may bo the bettei able to yise us then senti- 
ments thei con. Captain Wemci is diiectcd to piepaie and delnei in 
a plan of the work lie pioposcs to ciect there In the meantime the 
publication for rallying all stones for ballasting of «lnps aud pnvatc 
buildings fiom Dongn must lie contradicted At the same tune such 
stones as may be wanted foi the woiks now being earned on aie to lie 
Liken fiom Dongii m such mannei as may foiwaid eithci of the above 
mcasmes the llonouiable Company may detemuno on 2 

In 1761 the Couifc appointed Captain Keating piraap.il engineei 
at Bombay In then letlei of the 3id Apul to Bombay tlicv wuite- 
M'e have* appointed Captain Thomas Keating to' he mu Pimcipal 
Engineer at tl\e Piceidcncy of Bombay. lie has been vciy welliccoin- 
mended to us foi a gentleman of abilities m his piofession, and wo 
hope will fully an«wei oui expectations Besides his post of engineei 
he is to succeed to the command of one of our aihlleij companies 
upon the fust vacancy that shall happeu after lus aiiital Captain 
Iveatmo- as principal engineei is to lank as captain and to have the 
annual salaiy of tlnee bundled pound* m full consideration foi hi* 


'Cap! Andrciv tVcr, t to Gm ernmeut Dili Sept 17u3, Full Boij 11 of 17C.3, 
531 - Vii rorre't e Homo Scucf, II 1 1? G * .... 

: I5oin Gov Consultation Gtli Sept 1703, Pnlj, D.niy II of 1763, 311-31.' Comp, 
of Standing Oril Yol 2 of 1739-17fcS, I'JJ. 
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service 1 ; in that station. As captain of one of our arixlleiy companies, 
upon the fust vacancy that shall happen after his arrival. Captain 
Keating 1 is to have the established pay of two bundled pounds a 
3 ear. In the meantime and until such vacancy happens, it is our 
pleasure and diicetion that he be allowed the .said pay of two bundled 
pounds a yeai, and take rank as Captain upon Ins amval . 1 

On Ins amval at Bombay Captain Keating took a survey of the 
foitilieations and i oported the 1 esults to Government on the 20thNovem- 
hei 170 1: In consequence of j-onr letter lceeivcd ftotn Mr. Societal y 
Ramsay I have taken a survey of the fortifications of Bombay and bog 
leave to give my opinion as follows The works that I flunk most 
necessary to be eanied on at present arc the finishing the Cluuch 
Gate lavolm, completing the flagstaff and cavalier bastions, and the 
curtain between ; next the finishing the Apollo Gate lavelin. After 
these woiks aie m a proper state, I would lecommeiul as soon as 
possible tlic cbmplctmg the covert way and glacis of the place as with- 
out this the place, he it over so well gairisoncd and outwork heaped on 
outwoih. it can never he said to he tenable. I must acknowledge my 
surprise at the great care and attention that lias been given to the ouL- 
woiks in general, while the parapet of the body and that excellent defence 
(I mean the covcit way and glacis allowed by all gentlemen to be bo who 
have evei wrote or Been service) is entiioly neglected. You all gentle- 
men must know what good defences weic matle m the last wav by the 
forti esses of Louisbourgh and the Moro, against I will take upon me 
to say an army of eleven thousand as good troops as ever were taken 
into the field and as well supplied with wailikc stoics. And neither 
of these places had moie than a ditch, covert way, and glacis. Not to 
mention the gmot expense it must bo to the llonouiablc Company to 
build .md keep m repair these amazing outwoiks executed and 
intended, theie is a still heavier one belmul, I mean that of maintaining 
a sufficient body of tiuops to piopeily defend them, without which 
woiks can ho of no manner of service, but rathci help m ca'-c of being 
attacked to the reduction of the place In oi der to demons tmte to your 
Honours that the present military establishment at Bombay is' not 
nearly sufficient to defend the place in ca^e of an attack, I have taken 
the liberty of enclosing an abstiact of the number of troops which I 
Hunk necessary for defending the foitrcss accoiding to the desmued 
plan, supposing it to bo besieged. As it is the opinion of military 
gentlemen m general that no place can he piopcrly defended for any 
length of time that has not tlneo lehofs of troops, according to this 
system the number lecpmed for this place will be 406 L men Tins 
may appear mysterious to your Ilonouis, but any gentleman who has 
read Authors that treated of this subject will find I have largely 
allowed for ike difference of situations between tins country and Eurqic 
(wheie more Ilian double the number wonld be wanted to works of our 
extent) by leducmg the numbers, not only in the fronts unattacked, 
but also in that attacked as twelve hundred infantry is often thought 
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Chapter 17 . little enough foi defending a front of tho Fame extent. By a eonsi- >. 

Fortifications delation of tlioic matleis 3 0111 Ilonouis, 1 tlattoi myself, will be con- 

and Buildings 'meed ot the alMiulity of .in engineer extending the w oiks of n foiticss 
_ , 011c inch beyond the ical ncce-sily. Ilad the monci tliat has been 

apUm vpatmgi CX j, cn J e( X on the outw oiks been piopcily nude u«c oi 111 icpaiungtlic 
Poitifie-itions, bndi of tho place and qmng it a piopei coieit way and glacis, 1 will 

1704. ventmc to Fay wo might (Mippo~iug Dongn to lmc a Fimplc and plain - 

fortification) hid defiance to anv foicctlut can be biought into this 
pail of the woild, and tliat with one-half thenumber of tinops leqtmed 
to gamson our intended plan. The mentioning Dongu, gentlemen, 
has led me 111 pait to gi\c inv pic e cnt opinion of that spot as speedy 
lcsolutions aic absolutely ncce«-aiy to he taken 111 legaid to it. I 
give it as my humble opinion that loi tif \ ing Dongi 1 is the most eligible 
and host method, as the icmoval will lie attended with a set}' heavy 
and tedious expense. On the other hand, if foitificd, it is soiciy 
comm odiously situated foi the annoyance of an enemy in then 
appioatlics, and 111 all piolubihty may ictaid a siege until lemfoicid, 
and lastly a*- it is capable oi being foitificd at a modeiatc expense bv 
having the mateuals 11e.11 at baud Upon consideung the affau of 
lodgments l'oi the linops off duty 111 case of bung attacked, I olfei it 
as my opinion that finishing the woiks T base hefoie mentioned is 
of 11101c consequence foi two loaeons Fust woiks begun and not. 
finished aic a licai y expeme £01 no end. Second a place of Bombay‘& 
extent cjnnot w ant «afe lodgments, as it can noicr be to warmly 01 
closely besieged, but tlieie may be sheds erected 111 pl.iccs fiot fiom the 
enemy’s shot oi shells It is aho mv opinion that, for the distance of 
■100 raids at lea=t fiom the foot of the glacis, the Esplanade should be 
cleaiod fiom ad mcumbiauccs and levelled As I have obrei ved many 
of the woiks (the paiapcts m paihculai) have gi\cn wai and ■-epapated 
m a vciy slioit time, I have taken c omc p.uns to msp;.-r into the 
natuie of the w-oikmen and upon the whole of my ob=ci\ntion find tlie 
masons and hneklayeis m paiticulai have a veiy impeifect know- 
ledge of cai lying on the woiks of a foitifieation, as they pay no Fnit 
of leg.ud to lajing the nu-onn 111 piopei and legulav coiu«cs without 
which a noik can nevei be dm able All that I can say to them on 
this subject is of no suit of consequence any longoi than I icmaiu 
on the spot. 1 Ins, gentlemen, make- me take the hbei ty to beg vou 
will lequest the llonouinblc Company’s sending fiom Emope six good 
woilcmen (at least) m each of the blanches 111 the list subjoined to he 
undei the ducelmns of tho engineer 01 as the Honourable Govcinoi 
and Council stall tbrak piopei. These, gentlemen, aie the piiucipal 
obsonations and lemaiks which I beg leave to offei to youi consideia- 
tion at pic'-eut. 1 


1 Pnnujnl Enginoci Captain Ihoinis Keating to Bomb 1} Goa eminent 20th Kov. 
1704, Tub. Dimy 13 o£ 1701, 070 - 070 
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Abdiacl 1 of the Tioop<t tircr^vuiifot thr dtfince of thrfoilrcw of Bombay, suppotnig 
it to hr altuclrrt, and Jim dml aicouhny to the pireent plan, COth November 17GJ. 
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Vile (.tco at- 
tacked, mip. 

)K>SL it lll< 

flout of tlic 
bazir eatc. 


/Manila! bastion 
Opposite do, 

Uo'a C.iaalicr- 
Ciirtam 
Itnidin 
Two lunette? 
Counter guard ,. 
\Cmi rt w.ij 
To tlic ailjuvnt flout oik third nri 
the ntt-ickcil front’s complement . 
To othei (■ fronts one thud of the 
attached front’s c 'ni|iluneiit, 

1 1 oin Tint al Inst ion to Piur-henl 
fi iliitniq: Inttcrj 
Castle .- 

Zt'/.\'S hath n uinlul tlic C istlr 
Town line lain ctn Zir/ir and 
M uidai hbitlnn 

Total . 


No nrtilletj allowed to work ]G moil.irs, but supiioso them to be scried l.j thnso detached to 
the puns 

fi II— It unj ships of the cumins are hi siplit, the sea f ice will n ipilrc a great many more men. 

Con-Unt nrtillsi i men in tlic laboratory anil manj oilier, as artificers, not nlloi cd for 

At the same day’s Consultation tlic Boaid passed the following eiders 
on the above lcpoifc: Read a letter fiom tlic piincipal engineer, 
whcicin agieeahle to our oidcrs on his fast arrival he gives Ins opinion 
oF the works now cairvmg on and which of them he thinks most 
immediately nree«sni y to he completed. On taking his opinion into 
cnnriflctoU'jr. it is obsened that Captain Keating, at the same time 
ili.it’ nc recommends the immediate completing of come other woiks, 
says it is absolutely necessary some speedy resolutions should ho taken 
about Dongri fmt. As our picsont ciicumstanccs will not admit of our 
-cairying on both at the same time, that gentleman is called in and 
asked whether the woiks alieady begun should be fust finished or 
Dnngii foitified. - On this he declares the foimcr to be most essential. 
At the same time he is of opinion no delay should bo allowed in 
setting about a plain and simple fortification at Dongii whenever 
circumstance", will admit of it. lie is tlicrcfoic now diicclcd to carry 
on the works in the manner he points .out in Ins letter and in the 
meantime to prcpaic and lay before us a plan of such a ■work as ho 
judges absolutely necessary at Dongii. It is agreed likewise to request 
our Ilonouiable Masters in the addicss now preparing by the Anson to 
send out the aitificers Captain Keating leprcscnts to be necessary , s 

Eaily in the next ycar,-Fcbi uary 1765, want of funds compelled 
the Bombay Government to stop all fortification works. Two months 
later, the 25th April 1765, they write to the Court : Little has been 
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1 In tlii q statement N. 0. denotes non-commissioned am! G. and M. probably 
cnnncip and inatiosses. 
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done to the fortifications since our last address. On the 20th Fpljruaxy 
finding the balance in our treasuiy to ho reduced to Es 17,01)0 - 
and that u chad then i cry little probability of soon liaving it in our 
poivei to reemit it ive determined, as a mcasuic ivhich could not in 
such cncumstances ho avoided, to discliaigo at the end of that month 
all the ivorhmcn employed on the fortifications as well as on the docks 
and otliei public works. Although ive weie and still are thoroughly 
sensible of the utility and indeed absolute necessity of completing these 
works, yet as it is pcaco ue weie of opinion, this service could bettci be 
dispensed with than any other. Cucumstanced as we weie it was 
impossible to cany on those works and oiu investments at the same 
time As soon as our situation will po c sibly admit we shall not fail to 
complete the woiks. 1 

At a Consultation the 5th Maich 1765 Government considcied the 
assistant engineer’s repicsontation legal ding the niches to the 
gateway of the Chinch gate ravelin and passed the following outers : 
The assistant engineer lepi events that tlie aiclies to the gatewaj of 
the ravelin at tlieChuich gate will infallibly goto ruin unless completed 
out of hand, w'liich may lie done in two months by 229 woikmcn and 
labomeis whose paj' will not exceed Rs. 1500 a month. It is Iheicioro 
agiced to complete them; and as the lunettes aic repicsented to be 
iiiinccessaij*, it is oideicd that the guns thereon be dismounted and the 
platfoims taken up. 2 \ 

On the 10th May 1765, the principal engineer Ciqptnin Keating 
submitted a leport showing the piogress made m the foi Lit ficatinns since 
las amval • • On my taking ohaigo'of the cngmcci'sj dopaitmenl 
the woilcs in hand weie the ravelin before the Clundh gato, tho 
dock piei head, and the additional woiks in the Ca* 4 L* \The Clwnoh 
gate ratclin lias one of its faces and flalilc .Vowed as hiVrh as the 
coidon, tho other face and flaulc not so high b»* two feet, Ano part 
of the gateway was begun and not moic than half the Yimpiut 
filled in Tlie paiapet is now cn tn ely completed. The nidicsyif the 
gateway turned and tlie rampait filled up and little mote is wjunfmg 
to finish the whole of tins woik than coienng the aiclies, terracing it, 
and laying tho platfoims. This I behove will be completed with the 
numbei of woilnncn now employed by tlie 14 th or 15th of next month. 
The euitam between tlie caialiei and flagstaff bastions m tlie * castle 
was oiderod some time befoic I amved to be loweiod six feet and new 
parapets to be built to the afoiesaid bastions The parapet of tho 
flagstaff bastion was finished except the banquette, that_of cavalier 
just begun, and the lowering ot the cm tain commenced the day I 
milled (30th Scptcmbei), The whole of tins woik was finished 9th 
Jammy 17G5 

The dock pier head, the other woik then in hand, has been raised 
npwaids of twelve ii* t It liad long siuce been finished had we not been 
detained foi the carpenter's woik which is to come from* the marine 
yard. Ten masons, six hard stone-cutters, and 4 0 labouieis will fim>-h tlie 


1 -Bomba} to Coint 23th April 1703 para 37. 1’nb Dep. Letters to Conrfc Vol 12 ot 

1703, l(! 2 Bom. Itot Consultation 3th Mar 17G3, 1 ’uH. Uiarj -11 of 1703, 120 
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work in 17 or 18 days. On finishing the woilcs in Hie castle I set 
‘ -some pari of the -workmen to cany on the lavchn befoic the Apollo 
1 gate, one face and flaulc of this work was laised almost as high as the 
1 coidon, the other face for the most seven and eight feet lower, and the 
■ 1 oilier flank the foundation not begun and very little o£ the ditch dug. 
i The whole of this lavelin (except eleven feet of one face and, one flank 
I which is ten feet lower) is now raised to the coidon, a good pait of the 
ditch before the Eouth-west face and flank dug, and the glacis before 
this part well advanced as also that before the Church gate. Those are 
the whole of the woilrs on which any people have been employed since 
my taking charge of the post of cngincei. 1 * 

After visiting the several outforts Major J. Gouin submits the 
following report to Government on the 21th September 1765 : In 
consequence of your Honour’s diicclion I have carefully visited the 
several outforts m company with the engineer and commanding officer 
of the tiain. I find them to be in very good condition but beg leave to 
point out the following necessary alterations and repairs. The lino of 
communication between Sion and Hewn forts to be repaired as also the 
redan of 'the said line. The front of Rewa next the water to be 
laised with some alleiations in the figuie so as to be flanked; one of 
the bastions of Muliim fort to be made a letiicmcnt to scivc by way of 
. citadel. All these arc esteemed by the engineer absolutely ncecUaiy. 3 

On ibis report the Goiernment remark : Read a letter fiom Major 
Gouin representing that sundry additions and repairs arc absolutely 
necessary to the several outforts : ordered that copy of this letter lie sent 
to the engineer who must be directed to frame and lay before the Roaul 
an estimate of the expense -which will be incurred by the rcpaiis and 
. additions thcick^montionod when we shall come to a resolution/ 1 

At a Consultation the 19lh November 1765, the Boaid lccoid : The 
"'grand cliauki being greatly out of repair the land paymaster now lays 
• beloie us an estimate of the expense which will be incurred byrepauing 
it amounting to Rs. 217 d i. Ordered that the same be lopaired 
accordingly. 1 

It has been noticed above that thc'plan of the foit and town prepared 
by the sub-engineer Mr. "Werner was submitted to tlic Court of 
Directors Their oiders regarding this plan dated 22nd March 17G5, 
were received some time before the elo°e of the same year. The Court 
say • B> the Speaker we received the plan of the fort and town diawn. 
by Mr. "Werner. "We observe what you say about the works and should 
have given our opinion tlieieon agreeable to your desiie by this con- 
vcj'auco. But as w r e last year scut out Captain Thomas Keating as 
principal engineer al'j’our settlement, w r c think it proper to defer our 
opinion until we have his sentiments on the works in general and Dongii 
in particular. At Dongn we w-ould have no additional works made until 
you have our further ordeis ; it appears to be a maltur of consequence and 
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1 Pi mcipal 'Engineer to Government 10th May 17G5, Puli. Dliuy 14 of 17G3, 30G. 307. 

= Pub Diary 45 of 1703, GOO 

3 Bom Gov. Consultation 21th Sopt. 1705, Pub. Dia.y 15 of 1703, 001 
* Pom. Gov. Consult tfion 10th Eov. 1703, Public Di.uy 13 of 17C3, 737. 
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yon must continue to pay duo lcgard to our oidcrs about carrying mi 
the woilcs. 1 

In liis letter to Government on the 4tli February 1706 the Principal 
Enuincei writes- As the Apollo lavelin and lunettes aic non to fai 
advanced tlml a niimhei of lmcklayc-is are mincccs'-aiy fm that woik, 
I tahe the liberty to leconmicnd to yom Jl ononis the can png on the 
adjoining ledoubls during the lemnmdci of the fair season The 
additional monthly cxpcn=c incuricd liy earning on the above woik 
Vi ill not exceed Ilf. 1 200 exclusive of inalcnah. - 

At the =amo day’s Consultation on perusing tlie above Icttci Gov em- 
inent remaik: The cngineei lceommends completing the icdouhtsal 
the A] -olio mclm G’lns is agreed to ns thcbricklayeis must otherwise 
he discliaiged, and when once they leave the island it is difficult as well 
as expensive to gel othei 

Fnc days later, the 9lh February 3766, (he Pi mc-ipal Engineer submit^ 
his progress icpoil to Goiornmont lie wutes Under the 30tli of 
May 1 705 I lawl before the Honourable Boaul the progiess made m the 
fortifications fiom my arrival to that day. 1 am now to acquaint 
) om Ilonouis the Uhurch gate lavclm wants nothing to complete 
tlian laj-ing the plalfonn most of winch is ready for nailing down 
and making doors and window shutlcis for the niched looms of the 
gateway. Tins woik would hav c been long since iiniFliedhut that 
1 judged it best to let the filling of the lnmpait settle well Wuie 
T laid the platfoims or made the banquettes. The dock and pier 
head remain as pel my last foi want of the timber woik being- 
eompletecl. The ninsomy of the Apollo lavclin is finished all hut the 
gateway. A small pait of the l nmpai t and pnmpeL adjoining that of the 
lunettes will be completed m a few da} s Foimmg the ditch of flio 
above lavclm has been a vciy heavy woik. lit most places we have 
been obliged to cut by mines through nine, ten, and eleien foot of solid 
and haul mck The ditch is now well advanced a swell as the whole of 
the lavelin lunettes covcit w ay and glacis except the terracing over the 
gateway aud i awing the lianquttlcs and the platfouns which will he 
completed hefoic the 'citing in or the mins I am also cari}'ing on 
the glacis and covcit way fiom the Apollo lavcliu tow aids the south- 
west redoubt. At picsent this icdouht lias a little moic than half 
its fate l.vised within foui feet of the coidon and the ditch is ouc-tlmd 
foimcd I propose foiwaiding this woik as fast as possible duiing 
the lcmainder of the fan season,- 

On tbe 29th of last month I received fiom Sir Bainsay', a copy of 
the 117th paiogiaph of the goneial leltei fiom the Honourable' the 
Couit of Hiicetois wliciem they sav r 'that' nothing lelative to the 
forlifj mg Dongn must he undui taken iintih they- have tfiy' sentiments 
thcieon In my lettci to the Honourable Boaid under the 2Uth 
Novcmhei 176 i I have given it as my opinion that foitifying Dongn 


1 Com t to Homl.ij. 22ml Much I'lSp-iml!", 1‘nb. Pip Court's J, Vol “of 370V - 
7(iS,.IS - J.nginccr to tiny ei nnunt Ith F« li 171*. Vnl. lliwj 10 oi llbO/JJ. 

lion <H»v C-m-bultotioii 1th Fob. I7U>, Pub. Di.hj K, 0 1 371 *, bj. 
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' was by no means to bo neglected. For supposing the whole of our 
' works' to be completely iimshed and an enemy in possession of Dongii, 
it has so very, formidable a command that the place must infallibly 
i t fall in a short time. I beg leave to take the liberty to recommend 
■* t to your notice ilie great necessity of carrying on tbe works in geneial, 
* having at this time tlic advantage of a tranquil peace. For should it 
happen that war were to break out between any Euiopean Powers 
and the Honourable Company, tbe works then must be carried on 
with such hurry and confusion as must be attended with many incon- 
veniences particularly the two following ; First the procuring more 
than 000 or 700 labourers at short notice becomes at all times very 
expensive. I may venture to say one-half moic than at present since 
in such extremities they must bo furnished with provisions. Secondly, 
works obliged to he canicd into execution upon emergencies of this 
kind arc seldom if. ever properly conducted. The people employed 
.on them are mostly unacquainted with their business, so that badly 
put together works arc (it may be) scarcely finished bcfoie an enemy 
attacks them. The consequence is the works are fired from before 
they aie half cemented. It follows that by the explosion of onr 
cannon they arc sliakcn and rent to pieces, perhaps to the very found- 
ation. And, if you are so lucky as to keep possession of them, they 
.ue constantly m want of lcpair. These aie .some of the bad cunse- 
. quuuecs that may arise from want of timely determination which I beg 
. leaie to submit to your better consideration. 1 

, Two ilajs later, on the 11th Fclnuarj', the Board ordered that this 
report follow this Consultation and a copy be transmitted to our 
llonouiable Masters by tbe True Bntonr 

•Al-the close of llie rains of 1766, 21st October 1766 tbe Principal 
Engineer mndc the following recommendations : As the season is now 
opened I beg leave to lccommond to the Board tbe finishing tlic retaining 
wall of he rampart within the town to commence near the Apollo 
Gate. This work I the more wairnly lecommend as the works of 
the body m general sustain the greatest damage for want of the 
said wall ancl the cattle lu\ing free access to all paits of the 
rampm t and paiapet a heavy daily expense is tbeieby incurred. 
An additional advantage will ho gained by carrying on this work 
at present as it is nearly connected with the works in hand and is 
moic 1 immediately under close inspcclion. The additional expense 
,, of carrying this woik on, all materials included, will he about 
Its. 2-10U a .month. I must once more beg leave to mention and 
recommend to the Board’s most seiious attention and consideration 
the absolute necessity .for commencing the fortifying of Dongii 
hill. To leaye, this post iii its piesent defenceless slate must in 
case of an attack infallibly cause the loss of Bombay. In older that 
tbe Honourable Couil o£ Diicetors may the more fully and clearly 
undcist.vnd ily3 'situation and consequence of Dongii I take the' 
libjity of raikiug the following lemarks. The Mandvi and Royal 


1 Piiiiupal Kn"inecr to Government 9th Fob 17GG, Fab, D ary 4G of 17GG, 100-102, 
! Ujr.i Un. (Jo.'smll.Uion lllh Feb 1700, l’ub. 40 of 1700, «J3, 
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In'-tions arc the extremity of the aca 01 liaiLoui (as also the land 
face*-) licai ing neaily noith by west and south hy east. The town it, 
an oblong widening graduallj from the Mdndvi to the Royal bastions 
of which the above bastions aic the gt calcs t extremities and is 
composed of six moic last ions Liang towards Back Bay and the 
land. Dongii lull the gicatcst height in the town, heais neaily 
noith of the JIrmdri bastion, distance 320 jards, its height 3d 
feet above the tencplcin of the mmpait. By being so advantageously 
situated Dongii hill has a most formidable plunging fire both in 
reverse and enfilade into all the sea and most oL the land faces of 
the tow n. An enemy once in possession of Dongri and their batteries 
judinou°ly elected, it would be next to impossible for the place to make 
any tolerable defence. No w ondci if tlie most alarming confluences 
arc to be dreaded fiom tlie neglect of a post of so great ijnpui tanco, 
the moie especially as the lull is naturally formed and situated to admit 
of being 6frongly foitilied at a moderate expense. If strongly 
foitificd and f uflieienlly gai 1 ironed I will venture to afliim, considering 
our gieal dLstance from Europe aud the many disadvantages an enemy 
hdiours nndei in such expeditions, Dongn will most effectually 
secure llie Honourable Companies settlements on this coast T am 
now pi opai ing and m a few days shall lay before the Board a plan of 
tlio w oiks winch I tlnnk the most adapted and least expensive foi 
teeming Dongri. 1 * 

This lettci was icad at the same day's Consultation when the 
Board remarked ■ Head a letter from the principal engineer Captain 
Thomas Keating, lccommcnding the completing the retaining wall of 
the rampart within the town and urging the necessity of erecting a 
fortification upon Dongri lull. The consideration of this is di-feuc-1 
until the plan lie mentions m his letter is icady to *'.* laid l«£oie in-.* 

At a Consultation, the £Sth Octobci, the same jear, the Pimcipal 
Engineer submitted a plan icgaidmg Dongii, when the Bond loina'kod : 
The principal engineer now dclivcis a rough draft of the wail: be 
pioposcs to meet upon Dongii hill. As the determining of 1hi> 
seems to be a matter of girat impoitanee, it is agiecd to meet again 
lo-monow puiposcly to consider thcicof w hen the major and engineer 
must also lie present. In the meantime the Sceiclniy is ducctcd to hn\ e 
lccouisc to our Iloiioumblo blasters’,. late oidcrs on this subject that 
we may regulate ouisclies conformable tliercto in the resolution we 
maj* take on tlic engineer's letter. 3 

As agiecd on the previous day, on the £0tb October the Board met 
to conridci the proposals icgarding Dongn hill The Bombay fimy 
of that day has the following entry . Slot agiccahlc to our resolution 
purposely to take into coiisiclciation the principal engineer's letter 
lead and cnloicd the 21st instant wheicin lie lecommends the 
finishing the letainmg wall of the rampart within the town and 
.strongly uige? the necessity of erecting a fortification upon Dongri 


1 Principal I'nmui'cr to Gnunum.nt 21st Oct. i7G(I, Pali D..\rv 17 of 17CG, GS 

OSO J Po.ii Oo\. Consultation 2Js,t Oct 1700, Vnli I)i ir\ 17 «r 17(50, (iSJ-OsS 

Eoiu Go\ Consultation 28tli Oit 1700, Pul) Linn 17 of'lTGS, GUI. 
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' hill agreeable to a plan yesterday laid before us. Ilis letter being 
ropci used and duly and maturely weighed and considered and the 
finishing the retaining wall of the rampart appearing to us to be a 
; vciy ncccssai}' woik and one that must sooner or later be completed, 

„ and as he rcpicsents the monthly expense of it will not exceed Bs. 2400, 
i’ he is ordcied to early the same into execution without loss of tunc. 

- Notwithstanding the very urgent manner in which the principal engineer 
, sets forth the necessity of erecting a fortification upon Dongri hill, 
as on reference to our Honourable Masters* orders for these three years 
past, wc find they expressly foihid this woik being cairied on without 
blither orders from them, we cannot possibly proceed thereon until 
Mich ordcis arc received. Therefore that no further tune may be lost 
in setting about this necessary woik. Captain Keating is ordeicd to 
finish the plan now Iwforc us in a proper manner and to prepare a 
profile of the hill to he transmitted to our Honourable Masters bj' the 
Royal Charlotte with any lcmaiks or explanations he may think 
piopcr to lead them or those wdiom they maj r he pleased to consult on 
the occasion to foim a proper judgment thereof. It is agiced that at 
tlic same time we set forth the absolute necessity of this work being 
erected without delay and desire their final orders regaiding it. 1 

On the 25th November the same year as desired in the pievious 
month, the Principal Engineer submits to Government a survey of 
Dongii. Captain Keating writes : Agreeable to yom orders of the 20tli 
ultimo, I How lay before you a survey of Dongri hill talcing in the 
space of six hundred yaids from the salient angle of the Mandvi bastion 
with one centre and five cross and diagonal sections of that plot as also 
my design for fortifying the said lull. Upon examining until accuracy 
into the present state of the old tower laid down in the plan I find 
the late Captain "Werner succeeded so far in his intentions of demolish- 
ing it fiom the top of t.»C parapet to within f oui feet of its offset. I am 
not able! o give any kind of icason (nor do 1 believe it possible to 
give a good xeason) for his attempting to demolish the said tower. 
For let the foim given to the defences of the hill be what it will 
they must at all events take in the tower. Equally certainly the 
lower must be a work of the utmost consequence being so high as to 
have a very formidable command over an enemy m the whole of their 
approaches either against Dongri or the adjacent polygon of tlic town. 
The finding the said tower cannot be turned to so good an account as 
I at fust expected, lias led mo to make some alterations in my first 
design. This 1 think when executed will fully answer the defending 
this" post. In this design 1 have endeavoured to help nature at as 
- little expense as is possible by not extending the woiks more than 
what cannot possibly bo avoided without the place becoming so very 
small as to be able to make only a like small defence On the other 
hand had the design boon more extensive the expense would ho greatly 
increased by carrying the works on tlic low’ ground which of course 
must 'very much cnlargo the expense of masonry. My reasons for not 
making any works to flank .the w’est face of the S. W. B. S. bastion 
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<.niul the N. E. B. N. face of llio S. S. E. Insiion was that in my 
opinion an enemy will nc\ci venture to cairj on an at tael: against the 
formur ns in that ca'-c they must lw situated between two \ cry 
heavy fives. And supposing they should fiist take the town they then 
would find themselves %ciy scveiely galled m their appioaehes on the 
angle of this bastion by a hcavj plunging file from the iound touci 
winch by being so much nbo\ o them they will find ven hard to nun 
oven in its defences Thci e may liken isclie a tempmaiy Tmlloiy eiceted 
ncai the gorge of the S. W. 15 W. demi-im'tion that mil abo flank 
the said lace. In legaidtothe N. E. 13. N. face of the S. S. E 
bastion thcio is no gionnd for an enemy to noik on. E\cn if there was, 
gieat pait of the objections is i cmo\ cd by the same advantages fi onr 
tlio old lowei and a like battciy near the goige of the other demi- 
bastion. Although the design is small jet we shall I* able to pu ,c ent 
a pictty formidable fiont to the bill And (be ciu tains being niched 
affoul vciy commodious repositories foi all kinds of stoics audpiovisions 
The magazines, fiom theii situation near the flanks of the bastions, will be 
-very secure Should, aftei a length of siege, nc be obliged to evacuate 
tlie foit, the magazines being used as mines mil seivc to open the 
whole fiont to tlio adjacent polygon so that an enemy mil not find 
llicir expectations so fully answeied as they might hope. The arched 
rooms of the rampait with a little lioublc maybe tinned to the sum; 
use as likewise the round tower. As a gieat deal depends on the place 
making a long defence we should endear om to make use of cveivait 
m older to spin time to its greatest verge so as to be able to licnelit 
fiom the many casualties to which an aimy m these climate- is liable, 
as likewise fiom any succouis winch maybe expected fiom mu otbei 
settlements. Along defence in a gieat moasuic depends on being, 
able to keep up a good and safe communication between the town and 1 " 
Donga ioit, in older that m ca=o of an attack on the said fuii thoie 
may be a constant lelief of fiesli tioopstlu own into it every tweutj- 
foui houis. Foi those 1 casons too much care or pams cannot be taken 
to have such a communication. This will I think be tullj answeied 
in my design as I intend the communication to be covoml with a" 
stiong paiapct wall '-oven and a half feet liigh covered with a glacis 
which from its situation is veiv little subject to an enfilade Upon 
the whole I think the foim of this design will fully pievcnl an enemy 
po'=cs=ing themselves of this post without a regnlai and obstinate 
siege. Should they think it best fust loicduec the town and m that 
attempt succeed, I think oui aimy by sending a good pal t of Hum 
stoics into Dongu and taking post to the noifhwaid of it, might 
change the scene and from the besieged become tlio besiegers. Or at 
least piolong the i eduction of the island until we received succouis 
or might be able to form pi oper connections on tlio continent Fiom 
consideiing the Eoetions of the plan now liofoio j’ou and by tlie 
knowledge each gentleman in Council 1ms of tlie hill's situation and 
form, the Honourable Boaid will be able to foim a complete judgment 
of the mattci. To these plans I therQpo beg leave to refei. 1 


1 rnncipil Engineer Thomas Iwalinij to Government 25tli Ktw 17Gf>, Pul> Diary J7 
of 1700,781 -7bi. , 
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On tlic above letter at their Consultation the same daj- the Board 
remark : Read a letter from the Principal Engineer accompanying his 
plan for fortifying Dongri. This plan is now inspected by the Board, 
with copy of the letter oiclered to be transmitted to the Honomable 
Court of Directors by the Royal Charlotte agreeable to our resolution 
of the 29th ultimo 1 

Oh the 18th of November 1706 Colonel ICcating the principal 
engineer, submitted -Ins lliiid pi ogi ess report. Ho mites ■ Under the 
9th Fehi nary last I laid before the Honourable Boaid ihc ]n ogress 
made m the new foitifications from my arrival to that day. 1 am 
now to inform your Honouis what has been done from that time to 
this date. Except the doois and window shutters of the aiehcd 
looms, the Cluu eh gate’iavelin is now complete and the guns are 
mounted thereon. The dock pier head wants nothing move than the 
masomy filling lound the mast which could not bo done in the rains. 
Finishing this will be the work of a few days. Except laying tho 
platfm ms, making the banquettes, cleaning a small part of the ditch, 
and fixing the standing and drawbridge the Apollo ravelin is 
finished The ictarning wall of the glacis has been carried round from 
the salient angle of the Apollo gate ravelin to the Chinch gate 
ravelin in length 2S18 feet containing 3870 solid feet of masonry. 
The glacis is cairicl from its extiemity near the salient angle of the 
"Royal bastion round the S. W. redoubt v or lavelm m length 20S3 
feet. The -palisading of the covert way lias been cairied from the 
salient angle of the Apollo ravelin to the salient angle of the S. W. 
ravelin in length' about 1150 feet. As I fdmid the S. W and IV. 
lavelin would be trilling woiks and of very little use if finished accord- 
ing to Mr. Werner’s plan, I have carried on thrj^fneos and terminated 
them on the countei scaip of the body and copimmucalcd their ditches 
with the main diteli. These alterations rend'or them much moic foi- 
midahle a« "the cuitain and adjacent panics arc bettor coveted anil the 
eommum-.ition of tlie ditches, 'prevents them from being carried bv 
n'-sault to \\ Inch they rvffo very liable bcfoie by having then* ditches 
detached and their goigJj open to the cove it way. This will he more 
plainly donvmstiatcd by! reference to Mr. Werner’s plan. Being in 
great want of magazines and stoie rooms I have constructed one small 
magazine m each of those lavclins capable of containing upwaids of 
three hundred barrels of p’owder each. Also one stove loom for liokling 
the aitillery apparatus of ihc woik Those magazines and stoic looms 
are quite secured ; they will be very useful and the expense is 
little. I have also ( opened a communication Cioni the body of the place 
to each of those! reading. This communication which was entirely 
omitted xn Mi " Werner’s design, makes those works capable of being 
defended to the last extremity and then affords a safe retreat. The 
S. W. ravelin is iaised all round, within four feet of the cordon stone 
the pillars foi the bridge of communication are finished, the timber for 
the standing pai t of the bridge, -laid, and tho passage of communication 
thiough the cui tain is raised -'to* ‘the spring of the arch. The west 


1 Bom Gov. Consultation S.ltli Nov. 1700, Tub Di.uy 47 or 1700, 77$. 
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ravelin hat its rampaits something moie advanced and the pillais 
of tho lnidge of commumeahon aie Implied. But the passage through 
the cm lain is not yet begun Upon tlie ivholo the woiks on this 
side of the ton n are so fai advanced as to give mo hopes of having 
it m my powei to get the w hole of tlie foitiiicalion fiom tlie Apollo 
gate to the Chuicn gate (except filling the gl ick) finished both body 
and out-works by the petting in of the ensuing lams 

1 hope by the sailing of the nest ship to be able to lay a plan of the 
works m geneial (with the alteialions and additions made by me) 
befoio the Boaid which will the moie fully explain to the Honourable 
Couit of Diiectors the advantages gained tlieieby . 1 

On pei using tlie same day the above letter fiom the Piineip.il 
Engineer giving an account of tlie progicss made m the woiks smeo 
the True Buton’s depaiture, tlie Boaid ordered it to be cnletcd in the 
dial 3 ' and a copy transmitted to the Couit of Dnectois 2 

About this tirno (1766), regaidmg the tilt ideations of Bomba}, 
Mr Follies (Oi.Mcm I 151) writes. The town of Bombay is about 
two miles in cneumfeience surionnded bv .wGiIcrn fortifications with a 
fosse, diawlnidges, tlnec puncipal fr-i.es and sevcial sallypoits ; but 
the woiks liaiing been coustiucted under different engineers without 
an}' legulai plan cannot boast -of tlie st length or umfornuty winch 
would otheiwisc have characterized them. 

In then Bomba}' letter of the 4 lb Apiil 1767 the Court make the 
following icmaiks on a plan foi cleaning the town ditch .piopo=cil in a 
Bomba}' Despatch of tno 29th Apul 1766 We apjyove the method 
you pioposc of cleaning the town flitch undci duection of oui paymaster. 
It is absolutely neces^jy to have the ditch cleaned m a piopeL manner, 
otherwise its state l^jrht have a lad effect upon the health of' the 
inhabitants. The expensx^of this cleaning must be cliaiged to the town. 

On the loth May 1707, 'Colonel Keating, the puncipal engineer, 
laid befoio Government lus plan oftiie fc" tihcations of the town. lie 
writes : I now lay befoic the Honourable Boaiid a plan of the fm lo- 
cations of tlie town of Bombay, showing the alteration* and additions 
made by me. My reasons for these changes I gate tho Tjo.ii d uiulei the 
lbth Loiembor 1760, anil to them I beg leave to icfei. Undei the 
said date I laid befoie you the then state of the works, since which 
trimo X liQAC done ns follows. Pinishcd tho dock pier lic<id } a 

traverse baibette at the extremity of the euitam neai the piei bastion 
to command ships heading into tlie load, laiswl a baibette batteiy 
on the south-east face of the ]t 0 }al ba-tion for the above pm pose , 
alteied tho south-west face and new laid the platforms of the Hoynl 
bastion so as to Lave .a file to command the passage fiom Old Woman's 


17Gi[ n 733?755 Ell5raCOrCo1 ®' catin ®f Goiimiucnt JStli K„‘. 1760, Put Diatj 47 of 

*Uom. Goi Consultation ISth Xoy 17GG, PuUrbiir;- 47 of 171115 — n 
* Court to Bombay 4tli April 1707 pin 81. Puli Den I v 

250 Comp of btamlmg Ord Vol 2 of 1700-1/t.S l'jj m,n It 1 
cknnod liy the militia As they sent bojs not men 'tlie^nrL-^ hat Jnlilcr to been 
carried out. Letter from Principal Engineer, 2iid m properly 

17CG, 233-254, 26G ; Pub. Dep. L taihe Court Votl3 erf 17GG, ' * 
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island on which hitherto not a single gun bore ; finished and repaired 
the pai opct o£ the body and banquettes from the salient angle of the Pier 
bastion to the north Hank of the Stanhope bastion excepting that part 
immediately adjoining the passage of communication to the south-west 
ravelin ; finished the retaining wall of the ramparts and its talus (or 
slope) fiom the Pier bastion to the Church gate in length thiec hundred 
and seventy loiscs, containing about 41,050 solid feet of masonry, and 
filled in the lampait ; raised a tiaversc cavalier m the gorge of the 
Church bastion, containing about 21,756 solid feet of masonry, and 
filled with earth; the Queen's lunette is finished, platforms laid, and 
ready to receive its guns. 

The work of filling the glacis has been carried from the south-west 
ravelin ncaily to the salient angle of the west ravelin, in length about 
nmety-two toises This work has been very heavy being most part 
deep hollow ways. Palisading the covert way has not been much 
advanced for rvanfc of timber. The south-west and west lavelins are 
well advanced, I believe they will be finished (except Lying the plat- 
foiros, flooiing of the magazines and bridges) in about six weeks. 
This is the piesent state of the fortifications. I have taken every step 
in my power to forward them with the greatest expedition and as little 
expense as possible. 1 

On perusing the above letter the same day the Board resolve that a 
copy of this letter with a plan of the fortifications in their present 
state, be transmitted by Diii'onskiro to our Honouiablc Masters 2 

On the 23r<l December the principal engineer submitted a further 
pi ogress report. He writes : Agieeable to an older of the Honour- 
able Boaid sent me this day - by Mr. Secretary Ramsay, L now lay 
before you the progress made m the Honourable Company's foitifica- 
tions since the 3 5th of last May. The glacis near the salient angle of 
the west ravelin has been completed in length upwards of 50 toises. 
This pait being a very deep chasm has been attended with heavy labour 
The palisading of the coveit way has been carried from the salient 
angle of the soutli-wcst ravelin to the salient angle of the space left 
for a lunette opposite to the S. S west face of Church gate lavelin, in 
length 1S-39 feet. Terrace platforms and banquettes have been made 
to the Apollo ravelin, the arched rooms of its gateway plastered, 
the guard rooms paved, the ditch finished, and the standing and diaw- 
biidge completed, except the balance beam; so that this work is icady 
to receive its guns A new bridge has been made to the Apollo gate, 
the old being too nanow, as also much decayed. The south-west and 
west ravelins are completed except laying the platforms, laj'ing the 
magazine floors - (which is near half finished), and arching the passages 
of communication. All these will be done this season. A guard room 
has been built in the rampart adjoining the Church gate for the 
use of that guaid as alsp necessary houses. On the 5th of May las t 
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I lined out tho new ravelin marked in tlio plan 26, and, previous to the 
Ilonouiablc Governor's knowledge, took the liheity to name it 
Hodges’ lavelin. It is now laised in allpaits eleven feet above the le\ol 
of its ditch The contents of the masonry now finished is 129,154 
solid feet; part of its ditch is foimed; tho glacis fiom the salient 
angle of the Cliuich gate ravelin to tho salient angle of Hodges' 
ravelin is complete, m length 229 toiscs , as also the lotaimng wall, in 
length 1368 feet containing 18,2 10 solid feet of inasoun . 

The 2 1st of last Septembci I set aliont removing the sand lull and 
levelling the esplanade to the norlhwaid of the Cliuidi gate Since 
that time, as near as I can compute, npivaids of 480,000 solid feet of 
sand and eaith have been lemoicd from the sand lulls and fdledinto holes 
and the low battv gi ounds lietweon ilie Chinch gale and Mooi men's 
bulling ground. This is a woilc which is attended with gicat lioublc. 
Nevertheless it is indispensably neeessaiy, as gieat pait of the sand 
hills aio upwards of ten feet liigliei than the level of the esplanade, 
while the batty giounds aio so very low and also diy m the fair 
season that an enemy might make then nppioaclies on that side with- 
out oui guns causing them moie than a voiy slight annoyance 

On the 8tli Novemhoi last a road was commenced leading from the 
Cliuich gate to the hlack town, and one blanching from it to the 
load leading from the lnziii gate. These loads aie to confine 
carnages and other vehicles fiom cutting the glacis and esplanade, the 
repaiis of which must he attended with expense Each load is foitv 
led wide Q’hc load fiom Cluucli gate to the hlack town is carried 
\civ neai its full length of 360 yiuds Anothei branch fiom this load 
leading G72 feet to tho English liuiying giound is neailv fun-lied. 
On the 1st of last Novombei the work of removing the uppei pai t of 
the Governor's late dwelling liou*e in the Castle was begun Tho 
lower parts oi as much as may he found soniceable aio intended' to he 
nulled, and made homb-pioof foi holding aitdleiv and olliei stoic*, asaho 
foi lodging tho Govemoi m time of a siege. The ujipei stoiy, except 
that part immediately over the Iabointoiy, is removed How many 
of the lower apulments will an«wei the piopo>-ed end is not in my 
powei at piesent to deteimmc as they appeal to be m a \eiy i unions 
state 1 

At the Eame day's Consultation the Boaul lead tho above lettci fiom 
tlic Puncipal Engmeei giving an account of the piogie*s of the woilrs, 
copy of winch the Boaul oidcied to be enteied in the dial}' and also to 
bo transmitted to the Com l of Dhectois 2 

On the 2 2nd January 17GS, with a view to lcndei the piei haul 
son icaiblo both foi defence and landing, the Bonid direct : As the Pjci 
head i* now cairving on and may, as is lepie-euted to us, be constructed 
so as to sene both foi the defence of the haiboui and for landing of 


1 rrmc'^l CniMeor Colond TIiotom Ktaling to Government 2.1r«l IVr 17(57, Pul., 

Vmr\ ViotliGj, i,>i-/ou 

! IS uulwj (toy Consult ition 23ril Doc, 17C7, Tuli Duly /<)<,£ j;,;;, 7.5 
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goods, the Principal Engineer must for tins reason he joined with the 
superintendent in the construction of this work. 1 

It has been noted that Captain Keating's plan and piofilo of the 
works to be elected at Dongii together with his letter oil the subject 
weie transmitted to the Court of Du colors On considering these 

papeis the Comt write to Bombay on the 18th Maieh 1768 : Captain 
Keating's plau and pi o tile of the uoiks pioposcd to be elected on 
Dongn hill mill his lctlei setting foilh the advantages and almost 
absolute necessity of them have been considered. We have determined 
not to foilify the lull but to destroy it. Though the removal or tlio 
lull is represented to be a work that will ictpiiie a gicat length of time, 
we appieliend if it is begun on that part of the lull next to the present 
woiks of the town wall, so much may be lemoved m the course of a 
year as to pievent any great danger l) 3 r its falling into the hands of an 
enemy. Building a fort will bo attended with a great and almost 
constant expense. Besides this fort will draw off a pait of our ibices 
fiom the -works within the town. Further its possible fall into tlio 
hands of an enemy w'ould be attended with fatal consequences As 
you Lave now' our lcsolution to demolish Dougii no time must he lost 
in ear lying it into execution Tlio stones may be taken away as 
ballast for ships If no other method can be found an older must be 
made that all ships and vessels sailing- from jour poit must take their 
ballast from Dongn which wall save the expense of icmovmg (lie stones. 
We fclia.il depend upon your utmost attention with rcgai d to this great 
W'oik now' to be cauied on, that all possible frugality be obsoived m 
cvciy instance. See that such of our covenant seivants as may be 
employed for paving and inspecting the labouiors arc those j'ou can 
depend upon Jf any people can he found that would undertake 
blowing up the lull by contract wo should be better pleased with that 
mode oL canymg on this w'Oilc than any other. We aie mfoimcd that 
some work of this land has been done at a quailer rupee the squaie 
foot The committee of w’oiks must also iegulailj r inspect tho 
accounts and lay bcfoic the Board a monthly statement theieof. 2 

Though the Couit oulcrcd the demolition of Dongn, in the latter pait 
of the same letter they provide for a final inquu y They wuite • Fiom 
tho ample testimonials we have lcceived of tho abilities of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Archibald Campbell, we have been induced to appoint him our 
Chief Engineer at Bengal Inoidei to lender liis soi vices as extensively 
useful to the Company as possible, he takes passage first to your 
Picsidcncy on the mil) Thames Then lie, in conjunction with Colonel 
Keating, may- take a Miivcy of the works and fortifications thcieat. 
What we'have inoio particularly in view in this service is that those 
gentleman should also take a suivcy of Dongri hill, and give their 
sentiments as to the propriety of its demolition or erecting a fort 
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1 Bom. Gov Consultation 22nd Jan. 17t>8, Tnli Diary 50 of 17C8, 103. In tlioir letter 
to Bombay mi tlio 31st Mai. 17G*1 jma G3, tho Comt approx c tlio Bombay orders relating- 
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" Court to Bombay 18lli ilarcb 17G8 paras 100 and 101, l’ub Den. Couit’s Letter! 
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tlicicon "Whatever may bo their opinion in this respect must guido 
jou in giving the neec-saiy oidcis accowlingly, notwithstanding it 
may he cntncly opposite to om thief linn foi demolishing tho lull as 
exploded undei the fifth head, p.uagi.iplis lot) and 10] , l * 

In the same lettfi the Couit oidei the following appointments o£ 
engiiiccih and military ofliceis - Notu ithstanding the advancement 
ol Captain Thomas Keating to bo Lieiitenaiit-Cnlonel of aitillery, he 
is still to continue m his employ ofPiincipal Engineer with hispfercnt 
salaiy of £300 a year. This m to be in full for all allowances on 
account of that station. Captain Nil c on the prc'onl assistant 
cngiucei lo Lieutenant-Colonel Keating is to continue as assistant 
with his pay of ten ‘hillings a dav over and alwve his pay and 
emoluments as Captain of an artillery* company in the manner ho 
now enjoys Mi Lockhart Bussell wlm now* piocccds to Bombay 
is to he second assistant engineer to Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas 
Keating in the cngineoimg department l'or this his allow ancc is to 
he ton shillings a day and his iank with respect to the military coips, 
is to he that of Captain. The said Mi. Bussell is also to have a 
company of aitilleiy on the first vacancy that shall happen after 
Majoi '1 homas Lee is provided for when he is to have the usual piv 
as Captain with the benefit ansing from clothing But as Mr, 
Bussell's heforementioned allowance of ten s] u ll m gs a day as assistant 
engineer will not he a sufficient maintenance, until he gets the 
command of a company, w e direct, until Hint event happens, he h i\ c 
an additional allowance of ten shillings- a day, which mid additional 
allowance is to cca«c upon his succeeding to a company. It is oui 
pleasure nnd we aecoidmgly dn cel that upon a vacancy hv the death 
oi othciwise of cithei Captain Nil c on or Captain Bussell, the siirvivoi 
Ijj the assistant cngincei, it lxnng our meaning that after such an 
event there ‘liould be only one principal assistant - 

It has licen noted that on his way to Bengal L’cutcnarit-Coloncl 
Campbell was to visit Bombay and srnvey Donga and theothei foils 
On the 18th Oetohei 1 70S, after inspection, Colonel Campbell wntes 
to the Bomb iv Government Agreealile lo yom ordns of the 30th of 
July, I have, in conjunction with Colonel Ivcaling, taken a sui voy of 
the foi lificat ions of Bombay, and executed such sections of the principal 
grounds m then environs as wcic licccssaiy to determine me in the 
pioprictv of ciazmg or foitifymg Dongn lull.' 5 That my particular 
sentiments iu this icspect may be fully and clearly understood and 
viewed in then piopei light, it is necessary that 1 should lay hefoie you 
Sn and this Ilonouiablc Boaul a stale of the fortifications as they 
stand at picscnt, being the most effectual method of discovciing llic 
matcual defects of this feili ess, the defence it is capable of making 
against a brisk and slnlful enemy, and the only certain means of 
investigating tho w-eight of such leasons or the" piopnety of such 
improvements as may hereaftei hq otfcicd towards placing the capital 


1 Court to Bombay IStli March lfCS para 132, Pol) Dr p, Cnurt’s L, Vol. 7 of 17C3- 

17CS, 340 3 Ditto, paras 130 • IC4 at p’jws 333 - 330. 

3 The plans reform! to m this report arc not available 
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of this settlement with the most reasonable expense upon a securo and Chapter IV. 

lespec table footing. Plan Mo. 1 . — The south fiont A 13. is by much the « . .7“ . . 

most lcgular part of the foititieatious of Bombay and in the best state and Biuldimrs 

of repair, although fioin its position it is little exposed to a land s ' 

approach oi open to a sea attack Part of the outworks is deficient Lt " C gj,j^ ,n £f >e ^ ,B 

m flanking fiic ; yet I am of opinion that this front i& nevertheless Foitifications, 

cajiable of standing a siege pioportionablc to the probability of it** being 17C8. 

attacked. 'I'he original design of the west fiont B. C. is a weak long 

ill constructed line for defence, consisting of a bad disposed fire fiom 

several lnegulai projections that could ailoid but little reciprocal 

defence in themselves, and much less to the collateial fionts of the 

fortifications. Weie it not for the additional ravelins and covoit-wny 

that aie ahead}: almost completed by Lieutenant-Colonel Iveating, an 

enemy would have it in his power not only to advance his approaches 

lapidly to the counterscarp of the ditch without material risk oi 

impediment, but also might enjoy the means of piotcetmg t ic -whole 

of his ticnches on this side with little lioublc oi inconvenience from the 

cocoanut grove and the heights of the adjacent bulging gtonnd. 

"When Lienleiiant-Colonel Keating’s intentions aie accomplished on 
this side, an enemy mil not only have a nnmeious aitillcry to combat, 
but also an extensive and veiy cmbairassmg fire to oveieome. The 
noi Ih front C D is by much the smallest in capacity ami \\ calcest in 
point of defence of any of the 1‘oimcr fionts, notwithstanding the 
natmo and situation of the giound hefoio it lenders this pait of the 
foilifications the most exposed to an enemy's attack. For fiom the 
north-east quarter the lull of Dougii is scarcely distant four bundled 
yards fiom the body of the place and is not less than thirty-four feet 
above the lerreplcm of -the lampart And as this lull is open and 
very accessible tow aids the country, the consequence of its being 
possessed by au enemy m Ibis state, must invevilably tuin to tlie 
immediate lo«-s and certain destruction of the garrison. The fiont 
D. E. although it is cmbiaced by the sea is veiy imprudently left open 
towards the docks foi two bundled yaids and to the northwnid of 
the castle for 350 vaids. And as the east face of the north-cast 
bastion is Hanked by no land of fire, there can be no mannci of doubt 
that citlier ol‘ tlio c o places arc poifectly exposed to the assault of an 
enemy after cloud of night, a time the most fit and probable for llic 
execution of such au enleipiise. If to those iuconvcniencies in the state 
and disposition of the foilifications of Bombay and tlie natuie of tlio 
giound about them, we add an entire want of bomb-proof casemates 
foi tlie lodgment and security of tlio tioops, the only possible means 
of giving lest to a biave and active garrison so as to support 
the fatiguing operations of a siege. At the same time recollecting 
that the present confined state of the rampaits, occasioned by the 
encioacluncnt of -the ' town' buildings, deprives the gairison of that 
space so essential and necessary for the construction of counter 
batteries, and the manmuvring of ' finch. troops and artillery as are 
absolutely indispensable in a siege, it can scarcely be denied that at 
this instaut the forties of Bombay Hbotus under the greatest 
disadvantages that ever attended a fortification. Can Bombay therefore 
under such circumstances withstand a tolerable siege against a brisk 
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nntl entci pricing enemy acquainted with the operations of wai, the 
natuie of the woiks, and diieclcd bj' the knowledge or their defects 9 
Ko So far am I from that idea that T deelaie it my opinion and should 
think mi «elf highly unworlhv that tin«t the Honourable the Directors 
aie picked to lopoMJ in me, did T not cmbiace the earliest oppnitunity 
of acquainting yon Sii and this Ilononrablo Board that at tins instant 
Bomlny is in itself so open and so insecure that it is capable of hemp; 
assaulted at am liom in the night with the loss of a \ ci y few lues fo 
an enemy liming' thus pointed out the disadvantages aiding as well 
fiom the defects of the fmtiftcalions of Bombay as fiom the natiue of 
the giound about them, I can now with moic propriety e\picso such 
sentiments as occuried to me lelatne to the mo-t effectual and 
reasonable means of iemo\ ing those inconvenieneic-\aud of strengthening 
and imploring then defence. 

As it seemed at one time to he the resolution of the llonourahle 
Com t of Dnecloi- to deslioy the lull of Dongri m pictV.ence to its 
l)Omg fortified, on account of the gieal expense that might attend llie 
building a foil theieon and keeping it m lejiaii beside the cncnnistance 
of dialing off part of the lioops fiom the toim and the fatal 
consequences of its falling into the hands oE an enemy, it became a 
duly very incumbent on me upon this occasion to examine m the mo-t 
shift and accurate manner linn far it might lie loi the mteiest of the 
Honourable Bast India Comj any to lime then first lcsohition put in 
execution I tlattci mi self the mcasuies I havo taken for that pm pose 
arc the most eflcctnal that could have been pui sued In the iu-t plaeo 

in lcspcct to the expense that might attend leinnimg the hill of Dongib 
I found from the several sections I took along and acio-s it- ridge ill it 
the quantity of giound neeessaiy to be taken auhv to make the situation 
of an enemj upon a level uith the ciest of the glacis and dislout from' 
llio Indy of the place for eight bundled yaids (which is absolutely the 
least lliat can possibly lit* taken mi ay to make tlie town in a situation 
to uillistaud a loleiable siege) amounted to 5,21)2,1^0 cubic fed. As 
it is almost entirely rock tlie exjwnse of icmoving it at tlie common into 
uf one quailcr of a ni 2 >ec the cubic foot, would amount ncmly to 
£16l,J52 IGs sterling it is (me that when the lull is leinoicd 
the noith fionl or the fortifications will then lieai a liettci aspect 
But fiom the insignificancy of its extent, the bad di-poriluin of its 
uoiks, the licakncss of its flanks, and the injudicious mannei it 
oecupic- tlie giound on tins side, an enemy will always have ll in his 
pow ci to pioscnt a fiont double to what the foitificahons can oppose 
\\ Inch is dncctly contiary to cyciy pnneiplc in war .relaht c to the 
defence of woilrs. The noitli fiont must thciefoie he strengthened by 
fortifications piopoitionable to the suppuoiit}' an enemy enjoys oyei 
it m point ot extent, to cfl’ect which .the whole of this fiont must be 
new modelled, and so foi mod as to afford the collateral fionts jieifcet 
security m flanks and be suppoited reeipiocallv by them Tins 
ciicumFtance alone would be attended with an .additional expense to 
the Company of between ninety and a hundred thousand pounds 
*' sterling, besides the constant expense of keepimL-jLhose woiks m lepaii. 
It is fiom a tlioiongh knowledge of these facts that my opinion is 
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entirely guided with respect to fortifying Dongri hill. I hope they 
will be satisfactory to you Sir and the Honourable gentlemen of this 
Board, when I inform you that by dropping the former resolution of 
the Honourable the Conit of Directors, and fortifying Dongii, an 
expense of at least one hundred and thirty thousand pounds sterling 
will not only be saved to the Company, but also the piesen ation 
of the place secuicd in a more ample and certain degree. It was with 
those views that I have executed a design for occupying the height of 
Dongri, the objects of winch work are not only to -cover and Eceure 
the whole of the north fiont of the fortifications but also to throw a 
galling and plunging fire into the flank of any approaches that an 
enemy may attempt to carry upon the capitals of such works as are 
constructed between the old Mdndvi bastion and the Chinch gate 
ravelin. This noth the addition of the ledoubt Z advanced upon the 
capital of Ginnby’s lavelin, will immediately put the garrison of 
Bombay in a state of enjoying a fiont snpenor in height and equal 
in extent to anything that an enemy can possibly oppose — two of 
the most considerable advantages that can lxi attained in the defence of 
fortifications. It is necessary to lcmaik that the whole ridge of Dongri 
lies between Dongri road and the sea, that the highest part of the 
said hill is that end next the town on which the proposed work is to 
bo constructed, and that from tlicncc the 1 idge diops gradually for a 
thousand yauls along tlie coast to the level of ten feet above bigli 
water math. It is also proper to observe that tlie fiont of Dongri 
foifc by consti uclion consists of twenty-five pieces of cannon disposed 
in, two tiers 'of batteries well covered to tlie cordon, and of such extent 
'as- to occupy double flic fiont an enemy can oppose upon the 1 idge 
‘l\itliOU,t,an immense expense of labour time and materials. In front 
.of its ditch I have consliuctcd a casemated lodoubt with a palisaded 
communication io sceuie it against an assault. As this lodoubt is in 
it'-clf bomb-proof and cannot be seen or broken by cannon from 
the field, it will perform its service in this respect very completely 
against the most daring attempts of an enemy. There are casemates 
in the fort lor three hundred men with their ofliccis, tlie proper 
garrison for its defence, that is to say one hundred Europeans and 
two hundred sepoys ; and as the whole side of the fort next tlie town 
is open to the aitillery o£ the place, but perfectly secure against 
musquetry or any sudden assault that may be offered, the town 
will always have it in its power (lest at any time by treachery or 
any other unreasonable unforeseen events an enemy should get the 
fort in bis possession) to pour all the aitillery of the north front iuto 

tlie. very heaifc of the casemates and scour the body of the fort from 
one end to the other, a ciicumstancc that will make liis situation 
extiemely uneasy to him and render the establishment of his lodgment 
in that fort almost beyond the power of being accomplished. So long 
as the gorge of DongrHorl is open to the town, tlie troops of the 
gamson will have it in their power to storm it again -with little or no 
usk. And, when the body of tlie fort is regained, an enemy can 
scarcely exist in its outworks as tlipy are so confined commanded and 
looked into in reverse. As I found myself confined to a particular 
point in respect to the situation of Dongri fort, which removed this 
it *183 — 47 
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woik at too gicnt a distance from tlie body of the place to rccchc 
fiom ihcnce that piotcction which is so cssentiallj' neccssaiy for its 
preservation, 1 was obliged to adiancc a ledonbt half way between 
the town and Dongn foit containing twelve pieces of cannon sccuicd 
against an enfilade. Six of the=e will beai directly in flank of any 
lodgment that an enemy may attempt to foim upon the ndge of 
Dongii, and tlie othei six m flank of such appioaches as may be can j- 
ing on against the woiks to tlie westwaid 1 would also piopose Ini 
the moie effectual sccmity of the noith front, . to eonveit the coveit 
way into a simple envelope with a casemated ledouht m each place of 
aims As tins wmk is m a mannei aheady foiraed, it will be attended 
with a id y mconsidciahle expense to the Company m proportion to the 
advantages aopuied thcicbj'. Foi this woik m style of an envelope 
can then he convcitcd into battencs that will dispose a vciy fonnidable 
laronnanl flic U]ion the giound befnic it, and not only flank the left of 
tlie. advanced lcdoubt in a veiy complete manncij hut also picsent a 
vciv ntraicious aitilleiy upon tlie ndge of Dongii, pait in dnect file 
and pait m i icochet 

Fiom the adiancrcl icdonbt. to Dongii foit on one side and to the 
envelope of the noith fiont on the othei, I propose that a simple line 
of entrenchment should he extended to suppoit the communication of 
the icdnuht in ea<-c of assault By the paiticuDi construction of this 
woih the gainson may he supplied with the most actne means possible 
ol sallying out upon an enemy a whole battalion in fiont, icady diessed 
and fomicd foi action. As this is the gieat object wished foi m sallies, 
and upon w Inch then success almost totally depends, its utility may 
with piopnety lccommcnd the imcntion, although it is the fil'd 
instance of its application This* line of entienchment on other occasions 
may also he conveited into eouutei batteries, and in this respect can 
affoiil very inatciial suppoit to Dcmgrion the light oi rhe fortiluations 
of the west fiont upon the leit. It is absolutely liccessaiy likewise 
foi the moic effectual piesenation of this gani&on that the ramparts 
he clcaicd of escry incumhianco that may impede the mamciming of 
tioops oi aitilicry, and that no bnilding whatsoevci shall he permitted 
to stand on any pait of the esplanade iiom tlie Apollo gate 1 lound the 
ndge oi Dongii lull, and that pait of Dongn town itseli shall be 
lemored and the cocoanut giovo taken away as far as I have cxpiesscd 
it upon the plan No 2, that the cucmt of the foi hficalions may lie 
puileetly fieed fiom the veiy irnpiudcnt and dangcious cove'i that is at 
piesenl in the power of an enemy, and the ground itself be clcaicd and 
p>i opciiy adapted for actiou To the eastward of the old Mandvi 
bastion I would piopose to advance a lunette one side of which to flank 
the cast face ot the old Mandn bastion and the othei' to dispose its 
fne .dong the south pnits of the cast front, and he flanked iccipiocally 
by them I would also piopose to shut up that pait of the town 
which is open to the noithwaul of the castlo bv a ciemaillcie woik 
r obtaining a space sufficient to admit of hauaJcs toi a battalion of men 
with tlun officer? complete. Undei the lampail^f these works 
mate? aic designed foi the sjiup nunihei o£ men,, which at present will 
answei the puiposc of kitchens aud ^ellais to the banacks, and 
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consequently save to tlio Honourable Company tbe erecting other office 
houses for that purpose. This m time of a siege will also serve the 
ongiual intention of bomb-proofs for- the necessary rest and security of 
the garrison. * 

The castle should also be cleared of the rubbish that is at present 
contiguous to the rampart on 'the south side, where the Governor’s late 
house stood. And as Lieut -Colonel Keating has alicady received the 
Governor and Council’s order for turning such parts of it as might 
answer into ca c omates for the lodgment of tioops and stores, and as 
ho was pleased to consult my opinion upon the same, I examined the 
state of those ruins, and find fiom their rotten shattered condition 
that no part of them are adapted to support bomb-proof arches. As the 
situation of those ruins is. preferable to any other, their space ought to 
be occupied until casemates for the above purposes. 

I would also propose that the dock and bandar piers should bo carried 
out into the sea, agreeable to their present directions so .that the head 
of the former pier shall be in a direct bnc with the outside of tliulattei, 
and distant from it one hundred and fifty feet This will confine the 
entry of the bason not only to a proper extent for the egress and 
1 ogress of shipping, but also for making a secure and very respectable 
defence on this side of the town against an enemy,' by the means of a 
boom and the designed casemalcd lowers for cannon and mu»ki try 
that will plot pci it. It is also to he observed that by the piers over- 
lapping each other m this manner, the swell of the sea, which at 
picsent,rolls m a ' r cry considerable degree into the bason and often 
occasions much dajnago to the docks and such vessels as arc stationed 
there* .will he effectually guaided against and prevented. 

- , Having 1 thus stated the principal improvements I have to offer to you. 
Sir, and this llonoui able Board, towards placing the fortifications ol 
Bombay in the best posture of defence that tliciv situation would admit 
of, I will proceed to examine the nature of such a defence as this fortress 
wjll then be capable of pei forming against our natural and inveterate 
enemies the Ficnch, the only power m Europe at pioscnt we have 
most reason to apprehend a visit from m this quarter of the globe. 
Let it ho supposed thercfoic that a French army is safely landed in 
the island of Bombay and that the town is invested m form. Then- 
parallel in that ca c o will embrace the qxlciior circuit of the esplanade, 
along the front of Dongri town, as far as the bmymg ground to the 
westward. It is evident thcrcfoie that the front of the Jollifications 
opposed to him, exclusive of its superior height and situation, is fully 
as extensive as the front of the ground he must occupy. And as his 
works can. he only temporary works, foiced under the warm fire of the 
gavnson, and the foitificaiion of the place by construction, druablc, 
solid and well covered to the field, it null require very little knowledge 
in the art of wav to foresee the difficulties he will naturally labour 
under in carrying on Ins approaches. The situation, command, and 
galling five -of Dongri fort will eaily and too sufficiently engage the 
attention of a skilful enemy not to aim hnn with piopcr caution 
against the fatal consequences of its file existing any length of time 
upon liis flank. .Nov has litjiany otliei alternative left him Imt a 


Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Lt.-Cnl. Campbell s 
Survey of 
PoitiliLAtions, 
1703. 



Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and. Buildings. 

Lt.-Col. Campbell’ 
Surrey of 
Fortifications, 
17GS. 


[Historical 

f 

372 BOMBAY TOWN 

serious and spirited attack upon the fort itself. It is tlierefoie most 
reasonable to imagine he will endeavour to eaiiv on his approaches 
against Dongn foil m that manner which is most easy to Inmsclf and*' 
least exposed to the cannon of the place? This can be effected only •_ 
8 along the ndge in fiont of Dongn fort If it is considered therefore 
that an enemy must cairj' hrs eaitlr along with him. on this occasion, 
and force evci y foot of Ins approach upon a bare hard’ rock, which 
deprives him of the means of sapping or mining, and exposes Ins attack t 
to twenty-five pieces of cannon that plunge upon him directly m fiont 
and that completely sweep the whole of the confined ridge from one 
end to the other ; I say if. with those embarrassing ciicunrsdances m 
his fiont, it is considered tlrat the garrison of Bombay will hare it in 
their power at the same time to play fiom the sevcial paits of the 
noith front alrout forty piece* of cannon upon the flank of bis appioach 
by direct and ricochet fire, thoic mil bo no impropriety m asseiting 
that Dongn fort thus consti noted, thus strengthened and pi oteeted, 
may in itself w ithsland a piece of six months by the exertion of biave 
ti oops u ell acquainted with the natrnc of tlicir duty that have the 
Company’s seivice and the honoui of the Biitish arms at licait. 

If an enemy should he stubborn and still peisist in this point without 
foimmg an attack upon the foil ideations to the west waul, lie "may 
sacrifice hn> whole ai my in the attempt mthout coiv-idciable risk oi 
c\cn veiy material liaiassment to the ganison of Bombay For as 
Dongii foit will draw only thice hundiud men out ol the gairwon, the 
advanced lcdoubt and communication one bundled moic andtlie point 
ol attack be confined to a mere nanow space it is evident that the 
demand of troops for duty will Lc insignificant, that the l chefs for the 
nece-saiy sen ices will be easily supplied and supported, and that the 
town of Bombay itself m this case mil become a jnost noble magazine 
in the rear of Dongn, to funusli its foit with troops, ‘ pioriMons, 
ammunition, and evuiy necessaiy material foi defence, circumstances 
of very weighty considciation, indeed all that can he wished foi m a 
siege As theiofoie it is not probable that an experienced and judi- 
cious enemy, afiei a thorough know ledge of the state of the woikt, 
will content himself with the attack of Dongn aloue, his next effort m 
all human piolnbdity will be at the light of the paiallel fiom the sand 
hills nem the buiying giound, upon the capitals of some of the woiks 
to the west side of the town In an attempt of this nature it will 
become absolutely nece*sniy foi an enemy to make liimself master of 
the advanced redoubt Z which mthout this precaution would always 
hear upon the flauk of his appioach, and as ho advanced to the town, 
view it peiEectly in lcveise. As tins lcdoubt b}' construction is 
lendcicd above the pow'ci of an assault, theie is no method left bun of 
obtainin'! this post mthout canning on an appioach against it Ilcic 
it may he obsoned that the ictiied position of the lcdoubt will 'diaw 
him along the fiont of the most consideiable jiaits of the foitifications 
on this side of the town, and consequently will expose the flank of liis 
appioach, not only to the flic of about eighty pieces of cannon, oxcln- 
suc of othei natuie* of aitilloiy, but will aKo hazaid the whole of his 
ticncbcs to be swept by a vigoious sally fiom the town, a* often as 
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this manoeuvre may be practised against him. Per the oblique position 
of his parallels, and the small extent of liis places of arms, will absolute- 
's ly put it out of his power to support so long an approach with any 
■ degree of certainty, and he cannot possibly give them a more direct 
position or greater extent without exposing them to the enfilade of the 
town. Under these circumstances an enemy will find the progress of 
his approaches to the westward almost as embarrassing and diilicnlt 
of success as that of Dongri to the eastward. I am perfcctl}* of 
opinion that unless he can amuse the garrison of Bombay with an 
additional attack upon the ccntic of Ins extensive front, all his attempts 
to reduce it will prove exceedingly vain, and abortive, if theic aie only 
1200 infantry 300 artillciy 1000 lascars and 5000 scpo3 r s in the 
place, its necessary garrison in time of war. But before an enemy 
can have it in his power to cany on three several attacks against 
'Bombay, in this very respectable slate of defence, and support his 
communication between each attack in a pioper and secure manner, he 
must be supplied with at least twelve thousand men for this service, 
the tianspoiling of which aimy to this part of the world, is in all 
human probability a thing next to impossible. It is thcicfoic evident 
that the iinpiovemcnts above specified aie quite sufficient, and yet 110 
more than what arc absolutely necessary, to place the fortifications of 
Bombay in such a respectable slate of defence as will sccmc this 
valuable "Presidency to the Company, against even the most vigorous 
attempts of an European foice. For those leasons nlone I declare it 
my fixed and dclmnined opinion that not only the fortifying of 
Dongri is in every respect preferable to its being removed, hut also 
that the work ought to be cairied into immediate execution to prevent 
consequences of too fatal anil too extensive a nature to be estimated. 
Canitbc supposed that so vigilant aud political a power as France 
is' still ignorant o c the Company's defenceless state in this part 
of the world, and have not discernment to place a just valuation upon 
the importance of such a conquest to them, or its irreparable loss to 
Bnlish Company * Or can it bo expected with jiropiiely that 
although we aie how at peace with that nation we can assure ourselves 
of it s continuance whon we see them daily increasing nnd indefatigable 
in disciplining a numerous aimy and marine ? But I am transgiessing 
the linuts of my piofcssion. You Sii and the Honourable gentlemen 
of this Board, are better judges how far it may be consistent with 
the present state of politics in Europe, the situation of the Company’s 
affairs in this part of the world, aud the powei s 3'ou enjo3 r , to delay 
the exooirtion of those plans I have the honour ol laying before 3'ou. 
It onl3 r becomes my particular drdy to point out the picsenl imminent 
dauger, and to suggest every reasonable ciicumstancc in my power 
that may possibly tend to the preservation of the Honourable Com- 
paq's properly, and the success of the British arms. I bare onl3' to 
add with extreme satisfaction that Lieutenant-Colonel Keating’s 
sentiments relative to the improvements above specified aie jiorfcetly 
corresponding. 1 


1 Lt.-Col. Archibald Campbell Pmuipal Engineer, Bengal, to the Bjinb.iv Govern- 
ment, IStli (Jet 1703, Pub. Diary 5 2 of 17US, 370 - 3S7. 
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In tlic above survey Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell was joined by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keating the puncipal engmeei. On the 18th 
Octobei 1768 Colonel Keating writes : Agieeable to your oideis o£ the 
1st of August I have in conjunction with Lieutenant- Colonel Aichihahl 
Campbell, taken anothei siuvey o£ Dongn hill, also a general one of the 
foitilicatious In legaid to the foimer I am still o£ opinion. that 'the 
£oi tifying it, is m eveiy lespect absolutel) necessary, and on no account 
to be dclaj ed. I do not lieSitatc a moment to declare that I £oi 
manv lea^ons piefer the design now laid befoic the Ilonouiable Boaid 
to that 1 had the honour of pie=entmg them in November 1766. One 
gieat point I had then in view was the disbmsmg as little as was 
possible, u ell knowing the Ilonouiable Company’s aflaiis on tins side 
of India would admit of no other than the strictest frugality, and tins 
was their constant and waim recommendation. Since this the face" of 
affans aie much changed and the Honomablc Company appear 
determined to put cvciytlung tending to the safety of this settlement 
on the most secuie and stable foundation. Foi the above luasons I 
most icadily agiec and give it as my fixed opinion that the above men- 
tioned design for foi tifymg Dongu hill, as also for strengthening the 
body of the place and sceunng the communication between it and Dongn, 
should be earned into execution without loss of time The gieat- necessity 
foi additional baiiacks and bomh-pioofs foi the security of that part of 
oui garrison off duty in time of a siege, together with the weak state 
of our sea-line as atpiesent, makes the now woiks intended for that side 
tiuly ncccssaiy. The docks (an affaii of vciy great consequence) - 1 
have often observed though nevei till very lately put any way. under 
my inspection, aie badlj secured, eitbei against an enemy oi the "tur- 
bulence of the monsoons. The amendment, piopo^cd in Lieutenant- j 
Colonel Campbell's design I think will fully answei both puiposcs_- - 

I received orders some time ago to pull down the upper story of- the 
Govemoi’s late house, in the Castle, and tluow homb-pioof aicln'Sovei' 
such paits of it as would answei foi lodgmg part of the ganison and 
holding laboiatoiy and other stores. On jemoiing the uppoi slo^y 
I found the lowei paits so much lvunod by length of time-and considei- 
ahle alterations that I judged it unfit foi the pui poses above mentioned. 
TJus opinion I lcpoited to the Honourable Goveinoi, but knowing a* 
joint judgment on those mntteis is preferable to a single one, I de-ired 
the favour of Colonel Campbell to look ovei it, and who, I am pleased 
to find, has the same sentiments In short it onh now icmains with 
me to assuic tins Ilonouiable Board that I am well convinced the plan 
now befoie them, when executed, will in cvciy respect answei for the 
sccmity of tins valuable settlement against any attack rwliatever 
pronded it lias a tolerable ganison and is well sloied. - 

Pcimit me hcic to make use of the eailiest opportunity to return my 
most sinceie and giateful thanks to the Ilonouiable Com t of Dncctois 
for the great mark of their favour they have been pleased to honom me 
with, by-appointing me to the command of their battalion of aitillcry 
with the lank of Lieutenant- Colonel, and also continuing me at the head 
of then coips of cnginccis I beg leave to assme them (thiough the 
channel of this Honourable Boaid) that while I.Jiavc the honom to 
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serve them it shall be the greatest pleasure o£ my life by every act and Chapter IV. 
means to convince them that their honour and interest shall always v 

rule my actions according to the best of my knowledge. I at the ju^ Btdldin^s 

. same time beg leave to observe my humble apprehension of a mistake ^ ‘ s ‘ 

in the dale of xny Lieutenant-Colonel's commission by which 1 am ’^Sano* 1 * 111 *’* 8 

- junior on the establishment, notwithstanding I have had the honour k ]708. y ’ 
of serving the Honourable Company upwauls of four years in India, 

and none of the oilier Lieutenant-Colonels ever served them before 
'thcii present appointments. The affair appeals to be a mistake in 
some of the ofliccs at home, as no copy of m3’ commission is come out, 

01 am’ notice taken in the general lcttei how’ or to whom I rank next 
which is different in lcspcet to the other Lieutenant- Colonels. Those 
mallei s added to the assurances of ni} r f liends in England that things • 
were alhei wise, induce me humbl}’ to represent the affair to the 
Honourable Court of Directors' consideration, assuring them I shall in 
the most chceiful manner submit to whatever the}' qre pleased to 
determine on the mallei. 1 

On receipt of these letters from these two engineers the Board observe 
on the lSlh of ‘October 1768 : Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell having, 111 
consequence of oui Honourable Mnstcis’ commands signified to him by 
uc, taken a suivc}' of the fortifications of Bomba}' in conjunction with 
Lieutenant -Colonel Keating, now' delivers in a letter containing his senti- 
\.mcnlb tlieioon m a very clear full and ample manner accompanied by 
plans to lllustiate the same. This letter being now' lead is oidcrcu to 
follow" this Consultation in preference to being entered upon the public 
‘ diary, as, the most fatal consequences to the settlement might be appic- 
hcndeil fioin .its falhng’into impioper bauds. Head also a letter from 
7 Lieutenant-Colonel Keating signifying that he has been made fully 
* ac<£nni?r , c f L-w'ilh Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell's sentiments upon and 
designs for.iiiipioving the foitifications of this settlement, and cntiicly 

- coneuningtheiein. As both those gentlemen aic fiiml}’ of opinion that 
the erecting a fori' upon Dongn lull is m every lespect prefeiable to its 
demolition - s And as, in the 162nd paragraph of their commands of the 
38th March last 1-708, our Honourable Maslcis have been pleased 
expressly to older us to abide by the determination of those gentlemen 
in this respect, and to cany the same into immediate execution ; We 
direct that the work projected by Colonel Campbell £01 fortifying the 
lull (w'hicli Colonel Keating expressly says he piefcrs to that formerly 
given in by himself) and strengthening the north front of the fortifica- 
tions, also the several other works pointed out m Ins letter as absolutely 
and indispensably Accessary for the security of the settlement, he 
accoidnigly. set about without loss of time. Wo obseive also that 
fortifying the lull -in the mannci those gentlemen recommend, will not 
only in their opinion hatter answ’cr every piiipo c e, but will also cost 
£1 6 0,0001c=s than its demob lion, though this must he understood exclusive 
of the value of such an additional number- of trees and houses as by a 
demolit ion must unavoidably he pulled down. At the same, time as they 


r * 

1 Lt -Col. Keating Principal Engineer, Bombay, to the Bombay Government, IStli 
Oct -1 70S, Pub, Diaiy 52 ol 1708, 3S7-3S9. 


Improvements, 

1708. 



BOMBAY TOWN 


376 


[Historical'. 


Chapter IV. 

Foitifications 
and Buildings. 

Improvements, 

1768 . 


Dongri Fort 
Blown Up, 
1769. 


have omitted to deliver in an estimate of the expen ec w liieh will beinenued 
by the otliei new woil:s Colonel Campbell recommends, he and Colonel 
Iveatmg must bo called upon foi bueh estimate At the same time they 
must be denned to give us then opinion as to the ganison which should 
be kept up m time of peace They must likewise lie icquilcd to snivey 
the pie«ent hospital, and lepoit to us whothoi in their opinion, it is o 
pi oper one m point of situation, size, and accommodations foi the sick. 
If not how its defects can best bo leinedicd 1 

As called foi in this Consultation Colonels Campbell and Keating, in 
their lettci of 31st October following, lepoil the expenditure that 
will he lcquned 2 They vmte. Agiccablc to jom oidci of the 19th 
instant we beg leave to lay befoic you the following estimate of the 
expense wlueli will lie mcuucd by the additional woiks recommended 
for placing the fortifications of Bombay on a respectable state of 
defence : 

JEbli male for Jollifying Dongi i Hill and shenglhtning llic no) lit fiont of the 
fmtification* of Bombay £ 

To complete Dongri fort casemates ... ... 7.7,500 

To two advanced ledoubts with their communications ... 12,400 

To the cmelopu aiul implements in the body of the 

place . . . . ... .. ... 30, GOO 

. Total ... . 115,100 

Eitmaiefo 1 fmtifymg the fast front, iqmaing the Caitlr, and sciio n 17 the 
lloihijtiid and Ha sin. 

To a lnm.tta to scour tlic enst face of the north cast £ 
bastion . . , ... f.'.OO 

To a cruinaillcrc woik with casemate and barracks foi 500 

men . . ... . . ... - . . 26,320, 

To repairs of tlic Castle ... G1O0 

To cnrrjing on the dock and liaudnr piers and fi.rtifj nif ‘ * V- 1 

the same ... ... ... . . 10,200, . ’ 

Total , .,, , ' 57^220 

Omul ToM . ... 171,720 

On the 8tli Mai eh 1769 tlic Pnncipal Engmcei leports that the 
Dongi 1 foit v ill be ready to be blown up and requests oideis The 
Bombay Diaiy of the same date has the following entiy . The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Boaid that tlie principal cn grace) lias mfoimcd 
him that 111 a veiy few days Dongu foit will he icady to he blown up. 
The Boaid oidered that the inhabitants whose houses lay contiguous 
thcicto have ten days notice of tlic same to give them time to lentote 
then effects. As several houses will lie damaged by the explosion and 
as in ordci to cany into execution Colonel Campbell's plan, many oilier 
houses must he pulled down and Ecveial oaits neai the liill cleared. Mi. 
Jems as new- foitification paymnstei, Mr Fletcher as Collectoi with 
the Pnncipal Engiueei aic appointed a committee to value the houses 
and faces They will take to then assistance the cleik of the -works 
with such othei piopei poisons as llicj- may deem necessary, and leport 


’Bum Gov. Consultation IStli Oct 1 70S, Tub Dany 52 of 176S 374 - 375 
„ s Colonels Campbell and Keating to Government, 31st Cct, J7GS, Tuh. Diao c2 of 
1/08,401 
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the valuation of the whole to tlio Board. 1 Six months later (28tli 
Oetohci 1769) this committee lcported their valuation on which Govern- 
ment passed the following oiders : Bead a report from the committee 
appointed to value the houses necessary to be pulled down on account of 
the new woiks enclosing a valuation of one hundred and fifty (houses) 
immediately wanted to be removed, amounting to Bs 9556-0-28. 
Oulcrcd that the same be made good to the proprietors and other ground 
allotted to them for rebuilding their houses 3 

Dining tlio same year (8th April 1769) the committee of accounts 
made the following recommendation to Government regai ding the rocks 
at Dongri to bo blown up : As the charge attending the blowing up 
of the rocks is considerable and as Dongri lull is most contiguous to 
the ivoiks now carrying on, we would recommend that no more be for 
the piesent bloivn up but at that place. On tins the Board observe-: 
The committee's recommendation for liaiing rocks blown up only at 
Dongri seems very piopcr and must be complied with accordingly 3 
On the 19th April 1769 Colonel Keating the principal engineer 
submits the following progiess report of the foilifications : I now lay 
before the Honourable Board the progress made m the Honourable 
Company's new fortifications since the 18th December 1 767. The 
leason of my not giving an account thereof about this tame last year 
was my having been employed on scivico away from the Presidency 
(for most part of the time from November 176 7 to May 17 68) . During 
the time up to the end of May the sand hill was being removed, ncaily 
300, 0U0 solid feet woio filled into the adjacent batty grounds. The 
glacis lias beoii filled from tho Church gato to the southward about 750 
feet in length lepresentmg about 270,500 solid feet of earth. Tho 
-youth-west ravelin has the terrace platforms, the banquettes, the floorings 
of Ike magazine and stove room and the passage of communication all 
finished. 1 ” The west lavelm has its tenace platfoims advanced, and the 
footings of the magazine and stoic room and the passage of communi- 
cation finished. Hodges' ravelin is finished except making terrace 
platforms, laying the woodwoik of the bridge of communication and 
building the passage ; the additions thereto, since my last, represent 
138,776 feet of solid masonry. Opposite Hodges’ last ravelin, the 
retaining w r all of the glacis containing 10,500 solid feet of masonry 
has been completed and most of the glacis m front thereof filled in. 
The Duke of Cumberland's lavelin to the" north of Hodges' ravelin was 
begun on the Sid July 1768. It is now raised as high as the coidon 
stone containing 203,808 feet of solid masonry, the parapet will he 
finished by the lOUi of June noxt The removal of Dongri lull was 
begun ou tlie 23rd Octobei 1768 The rock and lull removed equals 
about 205, U00 solid feet including the foitifications of Dongri which 
were destioyed by mines on tho 18th Maicli 1769. The object of these 
changes is to clear the ground plot for the new works. I beg leave to 
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» Bom Gov. Consultation 8th March 1700, Pub. Diaiy 53 of 1709, 373. 

»Bom Go\. Consultation 28th Oct. 17(!P, Pub Di.uy Cl of 1700, 722 
5 Boiu. Gov. Consultation 8th Apul 17CD, Pub. Diary 53 of 1760, 430 and 44G. 
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observe to the Honourable Board it is a very heavy woik, and that for 
the proper and moie speedy removal of the same, it anil be veiy neces- 
sary to fall upon some effectual means of collecting a much gi eater 
number of labouiers. 3 have tiled cveiy method but villi lets sncce^s 
than I could wish In Maich 1768 a grand magazine was begun at 
Mdzgaon to contain the 4300 ban els of ponder belonging to tins island. 
The masoniy of this work will be finished about the 20th of next Juno. 
This is the principal pait of the voiks finished and in hand since the 
date of my letter m December 1767 As I have taken even’ method 
to.fonvaid the mal interact of my Honourable Employ’d?, I flattei 
myself the insult will meet with tlieii approbation, and likewise that'. of 
the Honourable Board to whom I bog leave to refer on this occasion 1 
The following lettci fiom the Piineipal Engincei to Got eminent 
shows the difficulties in the way of piocunng labourers On the Jid 
~J_jmel7{>9 Colonel Keating writes On the 1 st instant I motived sixty 
labomti^at Rs each and one mukdtlam at Rs Ida month TliC'-e 
men it appears have been entcied at Surat foi the somce of the 
Honourable Company's new foitifications. I am to obseivc to 3 our 
Honour, that the ab<w e is muchgi eater wages than have ever beengiveu 
to labomcis since my’ annal in India, mote in fact than they' can b r, mg 
nothing moie Ilian common bigihis* possibly’ earn. These rate 1 : will 
add greatly to the estimated expense of the woiks. They will aho 
occasion a general uneasiness to the labourers aheady' employed, and 
pi event us m futuio fiom getting others except by' complying with the 
same extravagant demands. The above masons induce me to apply 
foi your oidcrs to dimhaige those men aheady arrived, and give .your 
oiders for pi eventing any moie being entered on the above tcims I 
am very well assured on my’ representing to the Honourable Board the 
difficulty' of getting men, liad you given me oideis to grant’ an idtaucc 
of nine res (41 pies) a day, that is an addition of two quartern and 
twenty res in. the month of 30 days, and that only to good .rad strong 
men, I believe on those teims I should be able iu a. slioifc time to get 
as many’ as I should choose to employ’ ' This would be a saving of 
lie 1-1-70 a man, a very considerable item m oui monthly expense It 
would aho bo a fully sufficient not to ‘say’ a large payment for then 
labour. I w’ould suggest the entertainment of labourers on the 
following terms^ : 

1 That any man who will on or befouj'tW. 1st of October 17G9 rar-c 
and bring to Bombay for the “-ei vices of the iortiSwtuins twenty-five Able- 
bodied and stiong working bir/ih is, shall be appointed officer of tlie "imo 
with tbe pay of ’ninety ics (= 3 as 7 pies) a d.vy ortuiwnids bhoulu bis 
diligence merit it. 

2 That every bifflhi so entered shall be paid fiom. the day of bis arrival 
at the late of eighty les j day, or ten res an houi Tins pay he shall he 
entitled to receive dming hi*’ being ill of any hurt be may icieive in the 
actual execution of bis duty. 


1 Principal Engineer Colonel Keating to Goi eminent 19 th April 1709, Pah. Diar) 
GSof 1769, 470-471 

* btnctly unpaid or forced. Las tho senso of unskilled labourer. 

•Pub. Diarj SI of 1769, 511-516. 
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3 That cvoiy Hgih i so cnteied shall bo entitled to two cloys’ full pay to 
meet his expense of hovelling to Bombay. In lieu of tins and nil other 
benefits he receives he is to engage to seivclhe Honourable Company in the 
above station foi the space of tin co yean, during which time he is on no 
account to attempt leaving the island without a passpoit from the 
engineer, and fuithcrmoie is to subiect himself to nil manner of customs 
and fonns of checks mndc use of for the bettei legulation of the Uonourablc 
Company’s new foitifications. 

On these proposals £iom the Principal Engineer the Bombay Diary 
of the 13th June 1769 has the following cnliy: The President lays 
hefoie the Board a letter he has received fiom the principal engineer 
lcpresenting that the terms on which the Surat lahouicis aie engaged 
aic much too high, and enclosing propo'als for engaging here as many 
as may he necessary. Wo could have wished the engineer, when he 
set forth the want of labouiers, had made those pi oposals which would 
have picvcntcd our applying to Surat, and consequently saved the 
expense of bringing down those which liave been engaged theie. 
Howevey.as a veiy matenal saving will arise by engaging men on tho 
terms proposed by the engineer in preference to bunging them from 
Smut, he must he empoweicd to engage as many as may be necessary 
and to discharge those ai lived from Surat unless they will scivc upon 
the same terms The travelling charges of sitcli as may choose to 
return in consequence must he defrayed. 

On the 15th November 1769 the principal engineer submits the 
following progress lcporl: Agiccahlc to your orders of the 7th instant 
I now lay before you the present slate of the woiks, also what has been 
done since my address of the 20th April 1769, The west ravelin has 
had additional teriace platfoims and banquettes containing 7956 solid 
feet ’ of. masonry, the lampart is filled in -where wanting in all about 
2500 <?olid fqfet of caith This and the south-west lavclrn are ready to 
leceive their guns as soon as necessary. Hodges' lavclm has additional 
teira'" 1 platfoims aud banquettes containing 17,212 solid feet of 
masomy; the magazines floored with plank, and the stoic loom with 
ten ace. This work is icady to receive its guns as soon as it may he 
thought necessary. Duke of Cumheiland's ravelin lias had a paiapct 
added containing 3-1,5 18 solid feet of masonry ; one hundred and ten 
feet of the retaining wall containing 5280 solid feet of masonry has been 
built; the magazines stoic rooms and guaid loom containing 20,756 
solid feet of masonry, have been aicliod and terraced except the last coat. 
Of the rampart 120 feet containing 51,810 solid feet of earth liave also 
been filled Except platforms, banquettes, and flooring the magazines 
and store looms this work is finished The removal of Dongri has been 
continued with as much spirit as our numbers admit. Nearly 100,000 
solid feet of the hill liave been taken away for forming ditches For 
some months' past the whole aiea under removal has been little other 
than one entire table of rock. I may safely venture to afliim it is one 
of the most obstinate walks ever undei taken. However I hope to bo 
able to begin the masonry of the envelope of Dongri next new ycai's 
day and have not the least doubt of rendering it a very strong post 
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liofoio ilio close of the ensuing year. I began the foundation of the 
line of communication fiom the ba/ih ravelin to Dnngu on the 1st 
instant, which I hope to complete in the gioss with 0 its detached 
redoubt in the time abo\ e specified The voik in the castle, which, 
on account of the sent city o[ woikmcn hud been laid aside for pome 
months, was set about the 1st mutant Gins 1 hope to bo able to 
continue until lxwnb-pioofs foi lodging laboratoiy and other stores aic 
completed 

As some months ago it appeared to me that I should be much 
(list re^cd for c.uts to cany fiom Dongii to Mody bay the stones and 
cailh wanted foi the crenuilleie work with the IlonOuiablc Governor's 
permission, instead of caits 3 set alxmt making gondallo (gondola) 
boats, Two of those boats are finished and one has lwcn at work about 
seven weeks. They au-wer fully oven to my wishes The) w ill co*t 
u]>on a medium 11s, 1200 each Thcii expenses, one tnulal at Its 7, 
foui teen lasairs at Its G-0-30 each, and contingent cxpcii-es 
Its 1S-3-S0 a month This, juiciest included, bungs the monthly 
expense of each boat tolls 120 Each boat make- two trips in the 
tw onfcy-four hours and at each tup cirnes one bundled caitload«nr 
upwaulx. The common luie paid foi eich caitload was eight nngle 
piee, and with this the cai tmen w ere discontented. By this it plainly 
appeus each brat earns Rs. 000 a month ; so that she clcais heisclf in 
seienty-hvo day s, and then makes a monthly 'as mg to the Honourable 
Company of Its. ISO As four boats will be wanted, and atom luml, 
the annual saving will bo £2SS0 stcihng. 

In compliance with yom oideis of the lith June I7G9 (and agiceahle^, 
to my pioposals unde to the Honoiii.ihle Govemoi) I sent oflip^rr^ 
diffeient part* of the continent on rcciuilmg se.cit" > ■Trance 
luthcito succeeded \eiy well as 992 lalwin Cis have been • an( j 
tluifc time I have engaged a gic.it manv of these men at e»_ jno . 
than the purposed tcims and in the course of the =eason hope to 
as many as is neees«aiy. On 2000 men the ycaily difference between 
the Sm at plan and mmo will bo upwards of Its. 31, 000. As it has 
ever been inv endcavo'u to cany on the Honourable Company’s 
woiks with the gicatcst despatch and on tbe most fing.il ]>lan, I hope 
this airnngcmcnt lias and will meet with youi Ilonoui V approbation 
If so, I humbly icqucst you will signify the samu to my Ilonouiahlo 
Maslcis. 1 

On the 1 itli November 1709 Government older copy of tliis lettci 
to be tiansimltcd to the Court of Pnectois. 

On the foicnoon of the 1st Januaiy 1770 Colonel Keating the 
puncipal engineci laid the foundation stone of the now' foil at Dongn, 
and by' older of the Govcrnoi named it Foit Gcoige in honoui of His 
Majesty' George III. 5 

On the Puncipal Engineei iopie-enting tlie gieat want of assist- 
ant eugineeib foi the new woiks in piogiess the Boaid pass the 


* Principal Engineer to Govirnmrnt 15th Xov 17W, Puli Dinrj 51 of 1703, 787 789* 
" Horn Gov Diar} 1st Jan 1770, Puli Pur} Cj of 1770,2. 
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following oidcrs ou the 2nd January 1770: Bead a letter fiom 
the principal engineer representing the gieat want o£ assistant 
engiuccis £01 cairymg on the piesent new works aud recommending 
six gentlemen to be employed m that capacity. The same is agreed to 
during the cairyiug on of the present works. But as five of those 
recommended by the engineer to the Picsidont belong to the artillery 
corps which alieady furnishes six officcis to tins duty, it is lcsolved 
that only two artillery officers be employed on this occasion and that 
Ensign ltobert Lambert with any other three gentlemen pioperly 
qualified make up the number. Captain Loekart lTussel must also be 
oidcicd up from Tclliclicny by the first opportunity. 1 

It has been noted above that the Court wore in doubt whether 
to demolish or fortify Dongu lull and they put off a final decision 
until the lull was surveyed by Colonel Campbell. On receipt of his 
leport, on the Gth April 1770, the Court approve of the action taken by 
tlu> Bombay Government The Court unite : We have very attentively 
cousideied your advices lcspcctmg Dongu hill, also the plan pioposed 
by Colonel Campbell foi fortifying it. If that gentleman's estimate is 
collect that the demolition of the lull would cost .0130,000 moic than 
its foihficaliou, we cannot hesitate a moment to approve the oidcrs you 
have given for the execution of that woik m the manner lccommcndcd 
by Colonel Campbell We therefore direct that you cause Dongu fort 
to be completed with all possible expedition. 2 

On the 23rd April 1770 Colonel Keating submits his progicss 
crepoi t of the fortification woiks. He writes : Agreeable to your oiders 
On e yesleiday I now lay before you the pi ogress made in the Honourable 
On mpany's fortifications since my last under 15th November 17G9. 
bognii^nkc of Cumberland ravelin lias bad the last coat of teriaco given, 
tiiy^l^’ttfoi m over the magazines and proof stoie and guaid rooms, 
y C 1 r ^ -<gii hill, to clear a site for the fort about 570, U00 solid feet 
tff ia -iy lock have been removed On the 1st January (1770) I laid the 
foundation stone of the new fort and by oidci of the Jlonouiable 
Governor Mi. T. Hodges, named it Foit Gcoigo. Since then the 
envelope has been carried on as fast as possible. It 'is at pic«cnt 
neaily 10 feet high and contains about 72,000 solid feet of the very 
best masonry j the lampart beiug filled with the most solid materials 
containing about 1 28,00U solid feet. The retaining wall of the counter- 
scarp is carried on from south to north about 300 feet in length and 
10 high containing about 17,000 solid feet of masoniy and stones and 
caith filled therein in quantity about 300,000 solid feet. Tlie gallery 
for countermining the countciscarp is carried on in length 21G feet 
containing 4700 solid feet of masonry. The liue of communication 
aud its redoubt were begun the 1st of November 1769. The whole 
of the masonry is carried nearly the level of the coidon. The parapet 
of the first branch containing about 100,720 solid feet of masonry is 
begun and about 7 5,000 solid feel filled in to the ramp«arl. The woik in 


1 Bom. Gov. Coii'-nUatlon 2nd ,Tau 1770, Put. Ditiry 55 of 1770, 2. 

5 Court to Bombay Gtli April. 1770 para 43, l’ub, Dcp. Court’s. Letters Vol. 8 oE 
17G9- 1771, 150. 1 * 
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the eastlo has been continued. Every objectionable pait of the old house 
has been removed and most pait of the foundation fiom the bomb- 
proof lodgments aie laid containing about 21,500 solid feet of 
masonry. 

I have the satisfaction to bo able to a«sme the Honouiable Boaid 
that by the close of this yeai, Dongii will be above the power of an 
assault fiom the most vigoious enemy. 1 

Seven months later, the 27tli November 1770, Colonel Keating 
submits a further progress jeport According to your older of the 
13th instant I now lay befoie you an account of the piogicss of the 
woiks made m the Honouiable Company's fortifications since the 
23id of last April. The Duke of Cum bei land’s ravelin has lmd the 
stoie looms andbomb-pioof teriacedand tlieplatforms andbanqnettes 
nearly finished The removal of Dongri bill to make loom for the 
casemates and ditches has been continued. About 450,000 solid 
feet most pai t of it solid rock liave been lemovcd and filled into the 
glacis. The envelope of Fort Geoige has its masonry finished 
except terrace platforms banquettes nnd aich over the ciano The 
masomy added to this work since iny last is about 12S, 010 solid 
feet. As the situation of this work makes it of tlie gieatest con- 
sequence, I have been in every lespect as attentive as possible to 
its stiength and may venture to say it will be ns secure and 
serviceable a woik as any whatever. The conntcrscaip of Fort 
Geoige from the line of communication to the w est-noi th-w cst 
salient angle of the envelope is finished in length 435 feet Fiom - 
thence it is carrying on (and is at diffcicnt levels) to the tei minis' 
tion at the watei side. The masomy added to this pait since 
last is about 52,010 solid feet. Tlie idling behind the uw^iUy^ 10 
the counteiscarp for forming the glacis is well adv’n?>-d.r ancc 
mining tlie countei’scaip has al«o been continued. 439 fefaud 
galleiy and the chambers are completed, and the lcnminder 
as high as the spung of the aiches Platforms and banquettes" ■ 
.excepted, tlie whole masonry of the Imc of communication and its 
redoubt is finished. The masonry added since my last is about 
72,400 solid feet , aud tlie earth filled into the rampart 170,000 
solid feet The bomh-pi oof laboratory and lodgments m the castle 
aie nine feet above tlie level of the flooring, lepiescnting since last 
Apnl an addition of nearly 44,500 solid feet On the 21st July 
last I began the envelope of the noitli fiont of Bombay Since then 
the counterscarp of the hotly has been raised 44 feet ioi 945 feet in 
length that is about 11,310 solid feet of masomy, and the eaitli filled 
in older to form tlie lampart of the envelope. On tlie ditch and 
the scarp and counterscarp of the envelope about 20,000 solid feet 
of masonry have been expended. 2 

The Collectoi and Chief of Mi5him delivering m a report valua- 
tion of the Honouiable Company’s and pnvatc oaits cut down. 


* Principal Engineer to Government, 23rd April 1770, Pub, Diarj 35 of 1770, 290 
. 291. 

8 Principal Engineer to Govt. 27lb Nov 1770, Pnb Disrj 60 of 1770, 719 ■ 721. 
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* • 
on account; of the now works, the Board, on the 13th February 
1771, ordered that, as before diiected, the Companjf’s oarts must be 
immediately sold and after satisfying the owners of the piivate 
oarts cut down, the balance must be paid into the Honourable 
Company’s treasury. Further as allowing credit will much beneiit 
the sale, it is ordered that on furnishing ample security purchasers 
be allowed two months to pay. 1 * 

The Collector and Chief of Mrihim lay before the Boai'd valuation 
of the Honourable Company’s oarts at Mfihini and of the private 
oarts cut down on account of the new’ works. As the proprietors 
of the private oarts have agreed to take the Company’s Maliim 
oarts in exchange at piices stipulated and the prices named being 
reasonable and the arrangement more satisfactory than selling the 
Honourable Company’s oarts, the proposal is directed (26tli March 
1771) to be carried into execution. 15 

On the 20th April 1771 the Clcik of the Peace writes to the 
President: At the last Sessions in their representation to His 
Majesty’s Justices the Grand Jury urged the great necessity for 
cleaning the town ditch. If not removed, the filth therein might 
prove very prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants and 
requested an order might bo issued for that purpose. 3 * On the above 
lepiesentation the Board, on the 23rd April 1771, diiect that the 
tow’n ditch be cleaned so soon as the proper season arrives.* 

Abuses in the contracts for Dongri hill and other mines having 
come to their notice Government appointed a committee of inquiry. 
On the *25th May 1 77lthe committee submitted the following report : 
On reference to the fortification paymaster’s books since tlio 
beginning of the works in 1753 W’C find that in Mr. DeFuuck’s 
time the mining work was done by European soldiers who had a 
daily pay lor this service exclusive of their gairison pay. From 
the time Mr. Mace had chaigc of the works until January 1759 tlio 
mining w’ork w r as performed by garrison sepoys wdio exclusive of 
their pay as sepoys received ono-quarter of a rupee per foot mined. 
From January i759 to March 1763 mining was performed by 
different persons at Re. 0-1-50 (as. G) the foot From 1763 to the 
piesent it has been at one quarter of a rupee and forty res 
(Re. 0-1-40 that is as. 5 T 7 T ) as now’ paid to Vishvanutli Ndrdyanji. 
AVe called on 'Vishvandth Ndidyauji the contractor and asked him 
W’hat and how he paid the miners. He told us from 16 to 22 pice 
the foot according to the nature of tlio stone, the lowest being for 
soft stones and the highest for hard. Wc also examined on oath 
several of the miners wdio confirmed the same, particularly acquaint- 
ing us that at.the north front of the town they receive 22 pice the 
foot and at the south side of Dongii lull 20 pice, on the cast by the 
sea side 18 pice, and to the north in the ditch which was the softest 
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1 Bom Gov. Consultation 13th Pol) 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 92. 

s Bom Gov. Consultation 2(,fch March 1771, Tub. Diary 57 of 1771, 226. 

J Pub Diarj 57 of 1771 , 345 - 31G. 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 2Jr<l April 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 177 1 , 331-335. 
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16. We then asked Visliranfith Narayanji lio\v the proGt arisin'* 
between the conti act price and the prices paid to the nnneis 
was disposed of. Ho replied lie had one pice the foot ior lookin'* 
after this work and paying the people, and that he pnid the 
difference to his master the pnncipal engineer. Wo then called 
upon him foi his monthly paj ment lolls But he on oath acquainted 
us that they weio not in his possession but in Colonel Keating’s. 
By the measuiemcnt account foi Apul which he produced, it 
plainly appears to us that it is impossible to distinguish theioby 
is hat mines were blown up at Dongn hill and what at the bazar 
gate; and lie picvaiicated so much that wo could get fiom him no 
satisfactory accounts whatever The mincis who woik at Mazgnon 
dock undei Mr Watson weio then interrogated on oatli. They 
declared that they lcceive no more than 16 pice the foot, whether 
the stone be liaid oi soft , that they have stone at Mdzgaon equally 
haul as at the baz.tr gate, that they had before woikcdbofchon 
Dongn lull and at the Apollo and bazar gates, for which they received 
16 pice , that the}* nevci received any moie, nor ever lieaul that 
nioie was given. Noi, as Mr Watson acquaints the committee, 
have they ever asked for any met casern their pay, or ever expressed 
the least dissatisfaction at what is now allowed them 1 * 

After debate on tlio above repoit at their Consultation, the 28th 
May 1771, the Board lesolvedthat as a punishment for his contempt 
of their oidcis to pioduce his accounts, Vishvanatli be immediately 
committed into close confinement in the castle without penmssion 
to speak to any person whatever until he is ready to pioduce the 
-accounts demanded of him which the Board are convinced he must 
■have in his possession. 3 

About the middle of 1771 [June 2Gth) Government ordered that 
in futrnc the new foi tification paymaster must suffer no cocoauut 
tices to he cut down without giving the Collector previous and 
sufficient noticed 

The same yoai (August 13tli 1771) Colonel Keating pioposed 
.the following change in a poition of Colonel Campbell’s plan: 
Upon my having minutely examined into the natuic of llie gi ound 
within the limits of the esplanade I find that the ledoubt and line 
of communication intended to he elected on the capital of the small 
west lavelin will be of very little (or indeed no) service towaids 
letardingan enemy in their appioach fiom the north of the town, 
ns it is 1491 yards from the neaiestpart ot the lino of esplanade and 
is consequent!}’ much too fai off for its fire to ho of nmtenal service. 
For the above reason I beg leave to leconnnend to this Honourable 
Boaid in lieu of the above mentioned woiks a redoubt and line off 
the Duke of Cumhei land's ravelin as laid flow n in the outlines of 
the foitifications now in the possession of the Honourable Goveinoi. 
A ledoubt in fiont of the Duke of Cumberland’s lavelin will 


1 Tali Diary 57 of 1771, 42" - 424 

= Bom Gov. Consnltntion 2Sth May 1771, Pub D,ar> 57 of 1771, 421 • 122. 

s Rom. Gov. Diary 20th Juuo 17*1, -Pub. Diary JiS of 1771, 512, 
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severely clicek an enemy much earlier in thcii nppinncli iliai a 
redoubt off the small west mvolin. It will also be full as easily 
supported, being well secured bj' a heavy fii c on every pm t. Besides 
the above a gieat advantage arising therefrom is that it will take 
in a gieat deal of high ground, which other wise must be removed. 
The Honourable Governor and General "VYedderburn walked over 
the giound and from what they declared it appealed to me they 
coincided with what 1 have licic observed. As I do esteem the 
above work of much utility and very necessary to be set about 
without the least loss of time, I beg to have the Honourable Board’s 
orders relating thereto as soon as limy be pleasing 1 * 

On perusal of the above letter rcpicscnting -that the redoubt 
aud line of communication intended by Colonel Campbell’s plan to 
be erected on the capital of the small west ravelin will be of \ cry 
little use, and proposing that one be erected a little to tho noitli- 
waid of the Duke of Cumbeiland’s javelin, the Bonrd at a Consul- 
tation on the 13th August 1771 ordered that the engineer lay 
before them at tlieir next meeting Colonel Campbell's plan of the 
works and a plan of that which lie proposes should be erected. 
The Board will then take the same into consideration.® 

A week later the pi incipal engineer submits the plans as diicclcd. 
lie wntes, 20lh August 1771 : Agiccablc to your oulcis I now lay 
before you the plan of the fortifications of Bombay, showing the 
situation of the redoubt intended to be erected in lieu of that laid dow n 
on the capital of the small west ravelin, also the elevations and sections 
of the Apollo invelin, the south-west ravelin, the west ravelin, Hodges’ 
xavelin, the bandar pier, and the new building and ten-gun cui lain in 
the castle,. Those of the remaining woiks earned on in 1113 ' time am 
in hand and shall be laid before your Honour as soon as finished. T 
likewise lay before tins Honourable Boaid lists showing the sums paid 
for workiug the mines fiom November 1766 to July 1769 The rest 
of those lists shall be laid before you as soon as I have got conoct 
copies made of them , 3 

On perusal of the above letter Horn flic pi incipal engineer enclosing 
a plan of the fortifications, showing the situation of the woilc lie pi eposes 
should be elected in lieu of that intended by Colonel Campbell, 
and at the same time giving cover to the elevations aud sections of 
sundry pails ol the woiks and Ins accounts of the sums paid for walking 
the mine-, to July J 700, Government direct that the consideration of 
the engineer’s pi oposal lie rofened to tho committee of surveys who 
must examine the same and ropoit tlieir opinion thcicon * 

Probably in consequence of the abuses discoveied in the mines’ 
contracts Government appointed a committee to fiame rules in 1 expect 
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1 Principal Engineer to Go\L. I3lli Aug 1771, Tnl). Dmiy 5S of 1771, 783-7SJ. 

" Hum Gov. Consultation 13lli Ang 1771 , Tub. Dmiy f,s of J 77 1, 707. 

3 Pi incipal Engineer 20tU Aug. 1771, Pub. Diniy 33 of 1771, 817. None of 
these plans, and libts lias e been liaccrl 
* Bum. Cos. Consultation 20tli Aug 177], Puli. Dmiy 5S of 177], 807. 
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to the now n oil's. Oil the 20th August 1 771 Government received the 
following lcpoil fiom this committee : We now enclose your Honour 
such mles and dn echoes as appear to us necessity for the guidance of 
the committee of survej s respecting the fortifications Also some 
further regulations for the new fortification paymaster and principal 
engincei-’s offices. The following regulations are neccssaiy for the 
committee of suncys respecting the fortifications : 

1. That no mcmboi of this committee shall l>e dhoetly or indirectly 
concerned in any contracts, purchase-., or providing materials, oi in paying 
nny of the people. 

2. That the committee repnit to the Board whnt contracts may appear 
to them nctc'-snrj to be made in order that the Boai d may giv c the necessary 
diicctions lcgnrdmgit 

3. That a Board shall he held once n week or of tenor if necessary. 

4- That a storc-kcopei ho appointed who shall have the charge and be 
accountable for all felores, to he independent of the jm master or engineer 
further than ashcrcin.iftci mentioned Tho principal engince! to indent 
ns occasion may require for nil stores to tho paymaster Such indents if 
nppiovcd to he couiitci signed by the committee, then by the paymaster, 
ftua then delivered to the stoic-keeper of the vvoiks who is to i ce uc no 
stores whatever hut by indents fiom the pimcipal engined ’s assistants 
countei signed by the principal engineer This store keeper to deliver hw 
inonthlv receipts nnd issues to the pa} master who is to check tlia Mime 
with the principal engineer. 

5. Thnt two gentlemen of reputation anrl capacity lie appointed as 
mi rigors under the committee, who arc to visit all the works jards nnd 
stores as often as the} mnj think piopcr or arc directed That thcstorc- 
1 ecpci s assistants, cngincci 's assistants, practitionci engmcei s, lr.spcctoi », 
muster masters, Furvoes, and artiliccrs nny wav employed on the works in 
the } aids or stores, shall be directed to give tho surv ej ors the most satis- 
factory uifoimntion in their power in all their inquiries icgaiding tho 
materials, for wliat uses the} arc intended and ev cry otliei information neccs- 
Kny foi executing this oflico. 

0 That all matoi inis shall be examined by the committee or tbeii ser- 
ve} ors 'When the surveyors conduct tho examination they shall male 
immediate]} a report or tlieir quality to the committee before the same are 
purchased. As soon ns the con ti actors for furnishing timber report to tlie 
committee that they have imported a paiccl of timber, tho piincipnl 
engined is to inspect tho Kune and whatevei of it will ansvrei foi tho 
Honourable Company’s works and is absolutely wanted, must be oideied 
by him to have a murk put thereon When the maikiscut the pimcipal 
cngiiieci is to make an indent for the said timbers Sbonld the same bo 
nppioved by the committee the following peisons must be ordered to talo 
an exact account of tho measurement, namely one of the two snrvcyor», 
one assistant of each office, the stoie-kcepcr, and tho overseer of the timber 
} aid They shall see the same measured examined and niniked with the 
Honourable Company’s maik nnd number nnd the quantity it contains 
marked on each piece When the whole of their nccounts aio delivered in 
scpaiatcly and aio found to tally check with each other, the bill is to be 
certified l>y tho committee and paid, but not otherwise. 

T. That four young gentlemen, or more if they shall bo found necessary, 
shall bo appointed as sub-surv e} ora who must attend constantly and 
inspect the quantity and expenditure of all stores. They must see what 
work is dono by tho niinois of different places, see tlie mines exactly mea- 
sured, the quantity of powder used, examine when they are blown up, and 
see that they aie nil hi ed and that an exact account is taken of all the con- 
tact cut stones and measurements. 
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8 That the sub-siirvcy-ois shall v isit nil the stores and yai <k n ml vroiks 
mul that the s(oi e-keeper’s assistants, engineer's assistants, pi«u.ti( inner 
cngmccis, Pinions, master m.istris, inspectors, and nilifice-rs employed, 
shall satisfy them in their liiqumes lesraidmg matennls, then uses, mid 
workmen how employed as fm ns m their power. Tins they mo to icjioit 
to llio committee a cekly or oftenei if iiccoesuiy. 

0. The snb-suivoyois to make daily leports to the head sui » oyorn nml 
thevtotho committee once a week or ollcner if rcqimed, noticing nny 
abuses that may come undci then observation. 

10. A v cekly or daily lcnoit of the number of workmen employed, the 
measurement ot the woik done, the receipt and expense of stoics and 
maleii.ils should he gn en liy the officer m clinvgu of each w oik to the 
]mncipal cngincei w ho will lefcr the same to the sub- engineer to he 
foimcd into one general lcpoit to be laid before the committee dueclly. 

11. That a book-keepci be appointed for entciiug the lcpoils of Btoies 
and to state tlio accounts for the examination and contiol of the com- 
mittee. 

12. That all office hooks and accounts relative to the fortification i shall 
be open and ficc to the examination of .my of the members, 

18. That the monthly accounts of every depaitmcnt be hud before the 
committee by the 20th of the succeeding mouth. 

The Committee continue : As we esteem it nccc-siry that (lie prin- 
cipal engineer should deliver monthly a paitieulav account specify mg 
how the stoics issued to him have been expended m older that the 
paymaster oi Ins assistants may examine and check the same (which 
has hitherto novel yet been oidcrcd), we me of opinion he should ln- 
allowcd the Kui opcan assistant and Puivocs lie has applied for m older 
to enable him to have such accounts duly and regularly kept. As (line 
is gicat i Cason to suppose that, accoidmg to the present mode of paying 
the woikmeu, the Honourable Company lose a gicat deal by' the tucks 
of the Pmvoes who do not bring to the Company's cieilit the vums 
aiising by dilution and tlic deaths of many' people who have no ical 
hens or any otlicis piopcily authorized to receive their wages, it is m 
futuic positively oulcied that an assistant fiom each office is tobepicsent 
when the dilfcicnt companies of aililiccis or labouicis me paid. These 
assistants aic to he fumished with a copy of all payment rolls, and, as 
they' see the people paid, they' aie to postmaik them, nor shall the 
Purvocs' accounts be allowed of fiutlicr than they check with those of 
the assistants. To ptevenfc the said assistants being imposed upon by 
persons assuming false names, the salmis of the company and oflieei 
of the division that aio lccciving tlieii pay, must bo present and vouch 
for the identity' of cvciy poison. If any' salmis or ofiicer or any poison 
is delected m cndeavouiing to pass ouo man foi another, lie must 
receive the most exemplary punishment. The better to enable the 
above gentlemen to do tlieir duly and avoid imposition, they aio to do 
no other business tliau seeing tlio payments mafic, and taking cheek 
muslcis upon the dilfeient works in liand. When employed upon the 
last mentioned duty', by frequently' viewing with attention every per- 
son they muster, they will in a little time become vciy well acquainted 
with tlieir faces. It is lioic necessary' to observe and it is well known that 
when any' poison is inclined to desert the service and has no other 
impediments m the way than wages being due to him, lie can very' 
readily' find those in the bazar wlio make a practice of buying ..uciv 
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wages foi a infle. By tins means the Honourable Company lose their 
woikmcii anil pay money to men who nevei give half value foi it. A 
man who is noted for tho=c piaelices and has been detected m them, is 
one Saciah (Shankai) a Banian. To lcmedy tins last abuse, as much 
as may be without pi oof on oath chocked by the engineer’s pay sheets, 
no wage is to be paid to any peison on piclencc that be or she to 
whom such wage is due, is dead As it frequently happens that 
among so laigc a numhei of people as aie employed on the woilrs, 
numbeis aie disabled by sickness fiom attending at tlie piopor times 
for receiving their pay, it is theicfoic nccessaiy that four days m each 
month should be appointed for calling over such peoples’ names As it 
is vciy propci that those foui days should be known to tlie whole of the 
woikmg people, the 2nd 4th 6th and Sth days of each mouth aie 
appointed for that puipo«c. In ordci to picvcnt descition even foi a 
time, oi woikmcn going fiom the Honourable Companj^s to pm ate 
woihfl, any pei=ons who shall stand moio than two months unpaid 
without being able to piovc that their not attending bcfoie was entnely 
owing to then want of health, sliall not lie entitled to lcccivc any sums 
\w Inch might have been due unto them All such sums undemanded 
for the space of foui months, shall then ho earned to the Ilonouiable 
Company's credit. Of these lcgulations all peisons now' employed upon 
the woiks must leeeive due notice ; and evciy one who shall in future 
ciitei into the scmcc must be made acquainted with them at the time 
of 1 icing legistcicd. As to have a fixed price for each aiticle of 
petty stoics will save an infinite deal of liouble in adjusting accounts, 
such* standaid puce must be settled upon the following plan* Agree- 
able to the ictums given m annually by the principal engineer the 
following articles sliall lie laid m during tlie month of Deeemhei. 
The pice of each article shall then be ascei lamed by the 'Honourable 
Boaid, and shall not be alteiod for one yem aftei, namely Middle 
baskets of Bombay, ditto of Tlidna, huge baskets, large Bhiwnih 
lafteis, ditto of small sort, ditto smaller, Duka, (haif-ihessed >) 
lafteis, Cbowkas squared rafteis, Daskattys peihaps tczlutln^ oi barge 
poles, laigc Fiukils (V), small Fuikils ( ? ), Virally soltas oi batons of 
nz&li wood ( 5 ), cliarcoal in bundles, laige wooden handles foi tools. 
Cool Gull ( gugul ) bal E am, hemp,ied earth, Bombay coil, largeoi small 
bricks, chalk, c.yjau=, Bdjapur fucwood, twine. As the following article* 
\niy m puce, two statements should bo made, one m the month of 
December tlie othci m the month of July, namely Bamboos laigc, 
ditto small, tattas, jmgelly oil, dammar, jagn, and Calicut con 1 
On the above lepoit the Bombay Diary of the 20lh August 1771 
Las the following entry . The committee appointed to fiamc rules 
and lcgulations foi the committee of surveys in their superintendence 
of the new woilcs, now' lays bcfoie the Boaid a lettci enclosing the 
lcgulations they have drawn up for that purpose, and foi the hotter 
government of the engineer and paymasters offices AH these are 
now read and being matuicly debated, it is lcsolved that they bo enr- 


•Xew ‘Wur!? Rule? nml Regulations Committee’s Report, 10th Aug 1771 Tub. 
I)iarj Ob of 1771, 810-817. 
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ried into execution. In order thereto the following' appointments are 
now made: Mr. Benjamin llollamby, storekeeper to the fortifications 
■with a monthly allowance of Its. 100 and Mr. Ilcnry Alleyn, a 
c.ulet, clerk of the receipts and issues under the storekeeper with a 
monthly allowance of Its. 30. Majois Dagon and Burr, surveyors 
undei the committee with a monthly allowance oC Its. 60 for a carnage 
and palanquin to enable them to discharge their duty. Lieutenants 
Turner, Torriano, llollamby, and Black, sub-sun oyois under the 
committee with a monthly allowance of 1th. 30, Mi. Francis William 
Pcmbciton, accountant to the committee, with a monthly allowance 
of Its. 30. Oidcicd that the engineer lctam an Euiopean assistant 
and the additional Purvoes lecommcndcd hy the committee that the 
accounts of his office may be moie duly and tegularly kept. 1 

With a a iew to reduce the current expenditure in connection with 
the new ivories, on the 22nd October 177 J the Boaid pa c s llio follow- 
ing orders : The Board taking into consideration the very low* state 
of the treasury with the necessity of reducing the current expenses as 
much as possible, and as the monthly expense of the new works is very 
great and sucli as we arc not able to continue until we may ha\c a 
fiowing cash, it is ordered that the Committee of Surveys report to the 
Boaid as soon as possible the works in their opinion immediately 
necessary to he earned on, with the number of men wanted foi them, 
and a calculate of their expense that w-c may diEchaigc as many ol the 
men at present employed as can possibly be spared. 2 * * 

Two weeks later Government further lesolvedand ordered at tlicii 
Consultatn '{, the 9ili November 1771, that no new works, machines, or 
implements that will amount to more, on making, than the sum of 
Its 500, ho constiuctcd on the new foitification oflice or any other office 
whatever v ltliout the sanction of the Boaid. signified in writing. 5 

At a Consultation, the 23th February 1772, the Boaid debated 
whether any individual member o£ the committee of surveys established 
hy the Honouiablc Company's commands, dated 12th May 1758, has a 
light to question and interrogate whomsoc\er lie pleases whcthci 
artificers or othcis belonging to the several ofliccs to which that com- 
mittee relates. Aftei mature deliberation it was lcsolved that every 
member of Council has a right to make such inquiry as to them may 
appear proper of whomsoever they t Uink necessary. Smiilai ly any mem- 
ber of tiro committee of surveys may inquire in tlro-e offices to w Inch 
that committee lelates At the same timo neither the mcmbcis of 
Council nor the committee of surveys have any powers in consequence 
of inquiries to give ordcis without previous reference to tho head of 
lire office. 1 

As legards the daily wages of the mlificeis and labourers the 
committee appointed in 1772 made the following report to the Board 
on the 24 th Febiuary 1772: In obedience to your order of the 18th 
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5 Bum Go\. Consultation 22n.l Oct 1771, Pub. llimy OS of 1771, 1088. 
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instant wo now lay before your Honour a statement of the daily wages 
allow oil the diffcientaitificois and labouicrb employed on the Honourable 
Company's woiks in 1740, 1750, 1760, 1767, and the pic«ent time 
(1772) with an account of the puces paid for batty at each of those 
diffeient pcuodt 1 • 

Daily H’ngra In Claft'-mfn and Lalunit) i, 1740-1772 


Ulotlm. 

1740 

17 r *0 

17 l 0. 

17C7 


Ficc 

Tiic 

Tico 

Pice 

Ctrl* nlcr>, nbln 

LHj 

27 

27 


27 

l>o Inihffcrtnt 

2D to 21 

22 to 21 

22 to 24 

22 

to 24 

Smith'}, able *. 

t 

18 

18 


21} 

Du 1 util (Tl rent 

. 

15 

r. 


15 

Labourers Mile 

9 to 10 

10 

11,13 tn IS 

11 

to 12 

Do. middling 

7 to S 

8 

10. 11 to 12 

b\ 

to 10 

Brick Inters, ililc 

11, 1 j to 10 

22 to 21 i 

Jt to 2>* 

21 

to 2G 

Do. lwliflcrcut 

12 tn 13 

20 to IS 1 

20 to 22 

2(1 

to 21 


21 to 21 
Hi 
l>> 

10 

M 

21 lo 27 
20 to 21 


Duiing 1 the above ycais the piices of batty shown m the gcneial 
books were : 


Ynr 

Dice, 1740 -1772. 

Iluiirt* 
the Mtvla 

1740 

••• 

20 

1750 

••• 

25 

1700 

••• 

. . 10 

17o7 

••• ••• 

. . 25 

1772 

•t# ••• 

16 


On onquiiy into the cause of the gradual incicase of pay to the 
nitificcis and still moio to the labouicis, we wrote informed by the head 
ovcisceis m the diffeient departments that it has been chiefly occasioned 
by not having sufficient numbcis of those people inhabitants of 
Bombay. This lendcicd it iieccs«aiy at diffeient times to send foi' 
and engage laige liumbeis on the other side, who, m consideration 
thcicof had an advanced pay allowed them In October 1767 we hnd 
the committee of accounts lemaikcd on the high price of labour and 
lecommcnded leduclion In consequence Mcssis Boddam, Jervis, 
and Mostj'n weie appointed a committee for regulating wages, to w hose 
Report we beg leave to lefer your Honour. It appeals that tins com- 
mittee proposed 32 pice a day for an able-bodied Libouici and less m 
piopoition agiccalilo to slicnglli and age At this late the Honourable 
the President and Council fixed the same by publication In Apnl 
oi May 1769, oidcrs haring been given to the principal cngineei to 
incicase the number of woikmen on the fortifications, he on the 16th 
June addiesscd a letter to the Honourable the President and Council 
which was laid hcfoie the Boaid and in consequence the daily pay of 
labourers was inciea«cd to 80 and 72 res. These rates we find have 
been continued fiom the above pcnod until the beginmngof this month 
when the Honourable the Piesident pioposcd to the diffeient pay- 
masters to lower them They have accordingly been again i educed to 
the daily late of 63 res to an able-bodied man. Though fiom the 
best information w'e can procure wo aie of opinion tlie late cannot be 
at present fiullici i educed, it_ is to be observed that the above ought 


i Committees Report to Government 21tli Tel? 1772, Full Diary CO of 1772, 214-210. 
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to be const tiered iho pay of the most Kout able man and should be 
proporlionably less to those who me advanced in y'eais or arc in any 
inspect delieient in strength. The pay of artificers is not greatly 
increased aud we me nssmed, will not admit of much if any reduction. 
Me submit to your Honour’s consideration the rates lici caller entered 
■which we arc informed will be most just and equitable, comidciecl 
both with respect to the vioikmcn and our Honourable Employci s : 


Cia/Umin and Labowna' ll'flyc*, 1172. 


CTas«. 


Jlite, rice the Dij . 


Carpcnlci good ... ... 

Do. middling 

Bricklayer and Stonc-cnttcis, good 
Do middling ... 

Smiths, good ... ... 

Do. Huddling 

Workmen, nhle-hodicd ... 

Do. infciior ... 


27 

20 to 21 

2 1 to 27 
20 to 22 

Iti 

13 

10 

St 


On receipt of this report the Boaid passed the following eiders, 
the 25th Pebrunry 1772: ’Hie committee appointed in our last 
(1 Slh February) Consultation to examine the l.itcs paid to aitificcrs 
and Inborn ers, to asccilain the prices of pioibions at certain slated 
pcuods, and to suggest the present piopcr rate of wages, now lay 
the same befoic the Boaid. It is llici ef 01 e resol \cd that tlie sevei.il 
pajmnstcis be directed to pay the. rates heiein mentioned in their 
ic°pccli\c offices. At the same time if it can lie done without 
]iiejudiee to the public service they are lccommended to me their 
utmost endcavoms to icducc wages even lowei and the Secietaiy is 
diiccled to issue a publication sti icily cn;joiiiing nil piivnlc poisons on 
no account to pav 11101 c than the rates herein specified 01 on comiclinn 
of the contiaiy bcfoic a magistrate by the oath of two cicchblc 
witnesses they shall be fined in the sum of Its. 100 for such offence, 
one-half of which to go to the infoimcr aud the other to the Company. 
Any labouicror mlificcr refusing to w ork at the rate mentioned therein 
shall be put to bald labour on the woiksfor one month for the first 
offence and for every subsequent offence shall loccivc corpoial punish- 
ment at the disci etion of two Justices of the Peace. 1 


On the 10th March 1772 the committee of surveys inform iho 
Boaid that Ihcpiiecs of laljourcis* wages have bceiu educed fiom thu lecn 
pice per clay to ten pice for the best Inborn ers and the otlicis in 
propoilion.® 

On the I7tli March 1772 Captain Nilson the acting principal 
engineer submits the following piogrc c s icpoit to Government: 
Before the depaituie of the Jlampshii c for Europe I take the libeity 
to lay before your Honour and Council a icpoit of the pi ogress of the 
foitificalions fiom the time I took charge and had the diicction of 
them. The quantity of cubic feet of masonry' completed on the several 
woiks is as follows : 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultations I 8 LI 1 and 25lb Feb, 1772. Tub. Diary CO of 1772, IC7.205. 
s Pub. Diary 00 of 1772, 318. 
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.. 41,103 
2700 
.. 1113 

8400 
31tiG 
20,021 
1710 

.. 02,210 


Total ... 141,375 

The galleries of tlio countermining casemate gateway and magazine of 
the cm elope of Fort George are all plasteied, amounting to supeificial 
feet 1 2,500. The gicatcst part of the glacis of Foi t Gcoigc is also filled 
up containing aho\ e 1 30,000 solid feet of cai tli and stone. The casemate 
on the side of Fort George is moie tlian half completed, tlie supporting 

aichesfor those on the cast Eidc are two-thuds completed, the 

mount f oi tlio nest cui tain is entirely finished, and the pillais foi the 
casemates on the north side tw o-tliirds finished. I have completed Ihicc 
faces of tlio redan at the north tiont and built a paiapct 14 feet thick 
and 245 feet in length behind the rampart which can mount 12 pieces 
of cannon. The foundation for another ledan of the noith fiontis low 
being laid and the retaining wall of the ramparts is finished as far 
as the bazji gate The two sallyports of the Hodges’ and Cumberland' 
ravelins arc almost completed as al«o the ictnining wall of the cavalier 
of Prince’s bastion ■ two ai chcs of the castle casemates, 105 feet, long 
and 20 feet bioad, aie completed to a few keystones of one pE them ; 
and five paved platforms are finished at the dock bastions The num- 
ber of mines sprung is 2o,Gll. The numbci of TTaih cut aich stones 
fixed m tlie arches is 3558 and those of the Mdzgaon stone amount to 
7806 I have begun to dig the ditches of Hodges' ravelin and shall 
shortly begin the ditch of tlio Cnmbciland ravelin, both which I hope 
to complete hef oi e the rams Eveiy possible diligence and despatch 
will be u=cd to effect the so-much-wirtied-for completion of tlie woifcd. 
of tins foi tification I humbly hope that my attention hitlieito lias) 
mented your Honour’s appiobation. If so, I shall esteem myself veiy 
happy and lake the bbci ty to ieqncstthc favour of yom Honour and 
Council being pleaded toiecommcndme to the Honourable Company for 
succeeding to the post of principal engineer if it should so fall out 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Iveatmg docs not letum hither in that 
station. 1 

On the 17tli Maich 1772, on leading the above lettci fiom the 
acting principal engineer, the Boaid oidered that it he cnteied at the 
foot of this Consultation and add As we are convinced Captain Nilson 
is veiy attentive to this branch his lequest is complied with in 
tecommcndinglum to tlie Honourable Company to succeed to the post of 
principal engineer. 2 

land required On the same day, 17th Maich 1772, the Collector acquainting the 
for Hon'cs, Hoaid that on account of the objections made by the piopnetoi* of 
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iPuh Diary CO of 1772, 31C- 317 

: Bom Gov. Consultation 17th Alai. 1772, Tiilihc Diaij 60 of 1772, 310 - 311. 



Mat cuals ] 


AND ISLAND. 


393 


oavfcs on which houses arc to bo built, lie finds gicat difficulty in allot- 
ting giournl for the persons whose houses aic pulled down, and, at Die 
same time, laving before the Board the diaft of a publication for their 
approval which he believes will in a great measure obviate the difficulty, 
it is accordingly now lead and being approved the Secretary is diicctcd 
to issue a publication to that effect. 1 

In reference to tbc orders diiccting the town ditch to bo cleaned 
the meicliants submitted n petition on winch, on the 30th June 1772, 
the Bombay Council issued the following oidcrs • Read a petition 
fiom the principal Gentus Mooimcn and other inhabitants of the 
i.slaud desiiing to be excused from paying any proportion of the 
charge of cleaning the town ditch, and instead .suggesting that each 
caste furnish a proportionable number of people for that service. 
As we find this method w ill be attended with delay and as on account 
of the advanced season it is ncccssaiy that the ditch should be 
cleaned with all expedition, the land paymaster is thcicforc dirccfcd 
immediate!}' to engage a sufficient number of persons to clean the 
ditch. He is to keep a distinct account of the charge m older that 
it may be made good by an assessment on each caste excepting those 
merchants who have paid Bs. 100 annually by the custom bouse 
books for customs as the}* therein pay one per cent towards the 
fortifications, and also such poisons who for particular reasons have 
been usually excepted, 2 

The Bombay Diary of the 14th July 1772 lias the following 
entry • The land paymaster acquaints us* that the greatest part of 
the ditch before the noitli front has been well cleaned but the great 
■want of baskets prevented his going on with this work and lie tlicie- 
foio discharged the Iaboiucrs on the 9 ill instant J 

In February 1773, Mr. Lawrence Nilson, the acting piincipal 
cngineei, submits the following pi ogress report * Before the 
depai tin e of the ship Speaker 1 now’ agiccablc to your Honour’s 
commands repoit the progiess oE the fortifications since my last 
letter of March 17th. At Foil George the excavation for the level 
plain of the inside of the fort is entnoly finished, the excavation 
ioi.tho water cisterns is also completed, tlio meli work of which 
I w'ill begin this month j the casemates to the east and w cst sides are 
ontiicly finished, Hint on the east side consists of five bomb-proofs 
fifty-two feet m length and ten feet in bieadtli, and those on the W'est 
side of two arches fifty-four feet long and twelve feel bioad ; on 
the north side two magazines for pow'tloi and stoics aic about half 
completed, and the arches of those casemates on that side moie than 
half finished, the gateways begun, the excavation for the redoubts on 
the cast side is almost half done. On the envelope of Foil George 
eleven stone platfoims have been laid, a tcirace tbiown over a magazine 
to pi event its being damp in the lamy season and foi want of w’liicli 
it w r as before entirely useless, the slope for bringing up the cannon 
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1 Bom Gov. Consultation 17th JIaieli 1772, Fuh. Diary GO of 1772, 312. 
s Bom Gov Consultation noth June 1772, l’ub. Dmiv 01 of 1772, 018. 
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has l«on made, all the lnnqucltcs al c o made and plastered. Hie whole is 
entuclj' finished and elev on pieces- o£ cannon mounted on it On tlife 
lcdoulit of tlio lino of communication fifteen stone plat forme have been 
laid, the banquettes and the 1 claming wall of the rampait lan-od, aiul 
the icdoubl made in all ways ready foi mounting cannon The 
1 ci ctnicnt of the envelope of the noith iiont lias bccnentuely completed 
to the left of the Bazar Gate ns far as the Cumberland ravelin, the 
foundation for all the platfoims laid, almost all the banquettes made, 
and a parapet with tlui ty-eiglil enibrasuies fint-hed j the ditfli hefoic 
this cm elope lias been dug bcfoictlneo faces of the lcdans, and a tem- 
porary hi ldge made at the gate The ditch before the Cnmheiland raielin 
was dug bet oic the last lams as deep as it was then po«ihlc The 
count ei scarp before the noi th-enst face of that l.uulin has been com- 
pleted, and 1 shall do mj- utmost endcavouis to gut that ditch and 
covcicd way completed as soon as possible The ditch befote the 
Hodges* ravelin lias been dug and tlic caith l amoved, and tlio glacis 
bcfoic the south-west ravelin ami the counterscarp of the diteli have 
been entirely completed. The lctaimng wall of the rainpat ts lias Jjcen 
finished iiom the Hn/.h Gate to the M.indn liastion. The esplanade I 
have licen lorced to defer levelling as the gieato l p«ifc of my l.ibomeis 
-J^*)pnging to the new foitifications have loi ] ong been employed on the 
thnd*»liy dock, noi can I undertake io level the esplanade until I can 
get my full complement of labomois as oideicd byyoui Honour as 
they have lately greatly diminished for the leasons J had the 
honour to icpicsent m a letter nndci the 2nd instant In the 
castle one bomb-proof of ]l).> feet in length and 20 feet 'in biendth 
lias been begun and finished, nnd two otheis of the same bigness 
whose ccntie stones were not closed have nlso been completed This 
woik lias also been stopped some time past owing to the great 
seal city ot labouters, but 1 mn in hopes shortly toreciuit ns innnj ns 
innv enable me to continue it, and commence levelling the esplanade. 
The thud Diy Dock is so far finished that ships may l>c icceived 
into it, and wants only some few additions which will shortly bo 
completed Tlio cubic feet oi mnsoniyused on the dilfeient vvui ks 


1^ * WorV. Ciil'ic [irt. 

Tort Gcurgo ... C'l/llO 

jVrclinorl. . . 21, VIC 

North Pi out . . ITiS/IOC 

ContrnLtoi’s M I'nnrj . fi'i.Osl 

Cnmlicrl.uiil’s ltan tin Cumitercaip 1C,(>22 

ilotlgis’ I!a\ elm L'uunti'r-c.at p . ... 11,771 

Retaining Mall ami Gunul-room at lhi7.li Gate .. G.'.QO 


Total 3r»G,131 


The number of mines blown up is 48,313 amounting to 7S.101 
feet. Wnili stones laid 2300, M.izgaon arch stones 20,500, nnd 33 
stone platfoims completed. My piincipal object is the finishing 
those woiks which are already begun Nor can I with any propriety 
piopose to begin any otheis that nielnid dowiiin Colonel CnmpbclPs 
plan, unless tlic number of labouipis is increased, ns the present 
number oidored by youi Honour to be employed is no moie than 
sufficient for completing those woiks which weic begun by Licutc- 
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nanfc-Colonel Keating. My care and attention to the works in 
general, I flatter myself, meets with your Honour’s approbation. 
I shall ever use my utmost endear ours to carry on the same with 
every possible despatch and diligence, and I hope my assiduity 
hitherto may merit your Honour’s favourable mention of me to the 
Honouiablo the Court of Directors. 1 

On the 28th Miy 1773 Government ordered the new fortification 
paymaster to pay the contractor for at ched masonry at the rate of 
Its 4-J; the brass, agreeable to the acting engineer’s valuation. 2 

The Bombay Diary of the 1st June 1773 has the following entry 
regal ding the cleaning of the town ditch : It being now the most 
proper season for the much-wanted cleaning of the ditch, and as 
because the lainy season was far advanced only a small pait could be 
finished last year, it is resolved that the work bo immediately set 
about, and that such a number of people be employed as will do it 
effectually and m a short time. As was dctci mined last year the 
charge must he kept separate in the land paymnstei ’s books and 
rcimbuiscd to the Company by an assessment on the inhabitants. 3 

Regarding the want of money to meet the expenses in raising 
fortifications the Bombay Diaiy of the 2Gth November 1773 has 
the following entry : On leading advices from the President and 
Council at Port William it is with the utmost concern we observe 
that there is great probability we may be disappointed at least in 
part of tlic sura we have applied to that Presidency to furnish us 
with. A statement of the ticasury now laid before us shows we are 
still considerably in arrears to all our offices. From all this wo are 
unanimously of opinion that it is highly necessary to put a stop to 
every public work now carrying on that can possibly be stopped 
and to discharge all the workmen till such time as wc may have 
sufficient to defray our necessary charges. It is thoiefoie resolved 
and ordered that n't the end of this month a stop be put to all works 
buildings rcpaiis and alterations canying on under the new 
foilification, land, and dock and pier paymasters, and that with the 
following exceptions all the artificers and labourers employed in 
those offices be then discharged. 

■ As completing the levelling of the esplanade and laying the 
platforms in Fort George aie works very requisite to be speedily 
finished, under the now fortification paymaster 500 laboureis and 
ailifieers and no more must he retained without our express oidcrs. 
Whenever either of these works is completed the workmen now 
employed thereon must be also discharged. One hundred artificers 
and lahoui ers nud no more must he retained under the land paymaster 
for executing tlic repairs immediately requisite to the Company’s 


iT7rincip.il Engineer to Government Feb, 1773, Puli. Diary G3 of 1773, 82-85, The 
total given in the i coord is 37*1,731 but tlic details cntci cd givo a total of 3BD,ldl 
V’hicli ib bliov n in llio text. 

5 Horn Gov. Diaiy 28th May 1773, Fuh Diaiy G3 of 1773, 400. 

3 Bom. Go\. Consultation 1st June 1773, Tub. Diary G3 of 1773, 423. 
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building 1 !. Fill tlicr, ns it is highly ncccssaiy tlint the lepnnsof the 
middle dock sliould be speedily finished, one bundled aitifaccis and 
la homers and no moi o must be lctained under the dock and pier 
pnj-mastcr for that pm pose A piopoi tional nnnihci of piactitioner 
engineers overseas and all othoi ofliceis of artificers and Inboureis 
must he sti tick ott As this will be a fas out able time fori educing the 
pay of the people itisicsohcd that liencetoru ai <1 iiomoicthan 30 m 
(2 (is ) he allowed foi the daily paj of an able-bodied labourer instead 
oi GO ) cs ns.) the pi esont pay, and that in all the offices a pioptn- 
tional l eduction be made in the pay of evei y kind of m tificei s As u c 
me in immediate want of money to pay the aneais to all oui offices 
and for some months lime no piospect of a speedy or considerable 
supply fiom Bengal, dneetions must be sent immediately to tlio 
Chief and Council at Suiat to icncw their ondeavouis foi piocuiing 
oil the host tarns money for bills on the Piesulcncy of Bengal or 
even on that ol Madi as if any money can be proem oil by tliat means. 
It is lesolvcd aho that wc wnte to the Fiesident and Council at 
Madias advising them of the gieat distiess the Company's affairs 
hero arc in foi want of specie, and earnestly requesting them to 
assist us, oi any of our settlements on the coast, so far as may be 
in their power cillici by l omittances of bills oi in specie of any 
kind whatever. "Wc llattei ourselves, by then late successes against 
Taiijoi their situation must be so opulent as to enable them without 
difficulty to comply with our request. 1 

On the Sill .Tnnuaiy 1771 Mr. La wi once XiWon the acting piincipal 
engmeci submits the following piogic«s leport - In obedience to jour 
1 Ionian's commands I now la\ r befoie voui llonoui a icpoit of the 
pi ogrc=s of the foi (.ideation woiks since my last letter on that subject 
At Fmt Geoigc all the bomb-pi oof casemate^ arc cutnely finished 
togetliei with (lie gatew ay and tv o magazines of powder anil stoics. 
A cistern for lavn-u atei has been completed, containing 66,400 gallons, 
winch on a supposition that each man be allowed II gallons a day for 
dunking and cooking, and that the gamson consists of 400 men anil 
200 lascais and labouroi s, would lopie'-ent a daily expense of 900 gallons, 
and consequently a supply of water enough foi ten weeks The ditch 
of Fort Gcoige flouting the town has been excavated All the parapets 
on llic noi tli and west sides aie completed, and pait of those on the 
cast side Tlnee platfoims me finished and the foundation foi tluueen 
moie lias been laid, tlie greatest pait of the icvetment to the noith 
cm lam lias been raised togetliei with the slope for bringing np the 
cannon, the cutne lctainuig wall of the noith cnrlam lias been laiscd 
and the lampnits on tlie west and noitli sides filled to thcii intended 
height, and that on the east side is iciy near completed. The sqnaic 
redoubt of Foil Gcoige ncai the sea side is completed as fai as the 
bpring of tlie aiclics, the entue ditch of the same has been excavated 
The magazine in tlie envelope of Foil Geoige has been flowed and the 
casemates m the same lough-teiiaccil. On the envelope befoie the 
north fiont of the town seventeen platforms have been laid; all the 


1 Bom. Go>. Coimltolion 2Ctli Noi. 1773, Tub. Durj Cl ol 1773, S01-50C 
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parapets of the said envelope as far as tlie redan by the MYmdu bastion 
are finished j a lcvctmcnt 300 feet m length has been laiscd and 
completed before tlie Mdndvi bastion, together with the countcrscaip 
bofoie the envelope of the noith front, which has been laiscd extending 
itself by the diifcient turnings 1350 feet in length ; also the counter- 
scaip befoie the Mdndu bastion. Tlie ditch before the said envelope 
has been dug to the offset of the foundation being 11 feet 10 inches deep, 
and has been excavated befoie three different faces since my last leport, 
but the n hole of this ditch is now dug as far as the offset A ditch 
has been excavated before tlie face of the curtain of the envelope befoie 
the Miindvi bastion and a sliuce made at the end of the said ditch by 
the sea side. The Cumbeiland lavohn ditch is dug to the offset of the 
foundation, and the entire counterscarp of tlie said ravelin is now 
completed. In the Hodges’ ravelin the ictainiiig wall to the laniparls 
has been laiscd two feet and earth filled up on the ranipait m proportion. 
A tcnacc has been laid over the guaid room of the Bazar Gate and the 
said guard room is now finished. On the esplanade the houses that 
contained the old powdei woilcs have been removed, and all that part of 
the esplanade is levelled to the extent of 162,000 square yaids. On this 
ground gicat holes have been filled and rising grounds removed. 
Befoie tlie Stanhope bastion and without the covcicd way a considciablc 
tank has been filled and upon it a glacis of the said covered way 
complete J. This glacis, together with that befoie Gianby’s ravelin, 
extends G37 feet iu length I have the satisfaction to inform your 
Honour that the nine-loot high sand hill, only 220 yaids from the 
salient augle of the Cumberland lavehn, has been cntnely icmm cd 
and its 07,606 cubical feet have been used to fill a large extent of hollow 
giound lcsultmg in the levelling or 97,650 square yards Owing to 
the gieat scarcity of bucks I have not been able to* cany on the 
budding of the castle bomb-proof iaboiatoiy, but have taken eaic to lay 
up inatenals to carry on the said building when I again lcccivc your 
Ilonoui’s commands. The cubic feet of masomy completed on the 
seveial works at Foil George aie : 


Works 

Revetment, ictainiiig Mails and foundation for riatforms ... 
Casemates and Magazines ... ... ... 

Masonry made by tlie (Jon ti actor ... 

The Squall- Redoubt ... . . ... 

Tlie Ci->teru Wall . ... ... 

Korlli Fiont 

JM.i-.nniy made by tbp Contractor ... 

Countcrfic.ii p o£ tlie Cumberland Ravelin 

Retaining wall of tlie Hodges' Kau-hn 

Terraco and paiapct by tlie guard-room of tlio Barafi Gate . 


97,751 

57,778 

32,57* 

53,-157 

992ff 

133, -121 
13,310 
212-1 
1172 


Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings- 

Fortification 
Piogiess Report, 
1771. 


- Total ... 401, 813 

The number of mines sprung is 11,281*, amounting to feet 18,377 
and 7 inches. The number of cubical foot excavated of the ditch of tlie 
lioi th front amounts to 414,058 ; also of that on the face befoie tlie 
Mandvi bastion, and the ledan adjoining 129,600. The excavation of 
the ditch of Foil Geoige amounts to 1G0,4*25 cubical feet. 

Having thus given your Honour a faithful account of the progress 
of the foitification since my last report I beg leave to desciibc what 
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lemains to bo done to woiks ahead}' begun, as al=o n hat woiks aic 
yet to bo commenced befoie Colonel Campbell's plan can be said to be 
executed Of woiks alicadv in piogiess I shall begin with Toit 
Geoige, whcie the following paiticulais remain unfinished The squaie 
icdoubfc to be made bomb-pioof, and two draw budges provided foi the 
same The conntciscaip of the ditch fiontmg the town, part of the 
cast cuitam to be filled up, paiapet to be made on the said cui lam and 
a gumd loom foi the commanding officer, as also a slanca c o on that 
side A ditch to bo excavated befoie the two north bastions of Foi fc 
George and a ca«emated lcdoubt in the ditch befoie the envelope All 
the ditches of Foit Geoige and the line of communication to be pali- 
saded tlnongliout and the glacis on the north side to be completed, the 
two magazines to be flooicd, gates and doois to be made, the aich over 
the dram to bo tinned and the eoveied any of Fort George to be 
palisaded In the ledoubt of the hue of communication fiom the 
town to Fort Geoige is a cascmated ledoubt to be begun and completed. 
The whole space within the lino p£ communication to be levelled In 
the cm elope of the noith front of the town the following paiticulars 
remain undone. Tlnec small cascmated lcdoubts on the lc-entcimg 
angles and £01 tv-fire platfoims to be laid, the Ixmquetles to bo lough 
plastcied and the ditch befoie the whole to he dug The eoveied way 
and glacis befoie tlie C umbei land ravelin as far as the Hodges' ravelin 
lemain unfinished The hiidge to the Cumboiland ravelin is made, but 
not yet laid One budge is wanted to be made to the envelope by the 
Bazar Gate and anotliei fiomtlie em elope to the line of communication. 
The ditches before the Ilodgcs' and Cumbeiland ravelins lequnc to be 
dug thieo feet deeper. The lampait and parapet of the fate of the 
Dock bastion lemain yet to bo made The two towers at the entrance 
of the bason to be made at the ends of the baudai and Dock pier 
and those two pieis completed The fai gicatcst part of the esplanade 
lemains to be levelled These aic the puncipal heads of what 
remains to he done to those woiks alieady in progiess, I now take 
the libcity to point out those woiks laid down by Colonel Campbell's 
plan that have not yet been begun. The alteration of the Mandn 
bastion, and the rampaits to be laised by the wall that leads from the 
Mstndvi bastion to the Five-Gun Battery by Moody's Bay. The 
lunettes by the Mdndvi bastion by the sea side. The flanking woik 
befoie the Bazar Gate designed foi the defence of the ditches befoie 
the Mdndvi and Pimce's bastion. The ciemailleie woik staitmg ncai 
the castle and joining the town wall by Moody’s bay. The M001 
and Banian bastions to be alteied. The detached ledoubt to be advanced 
on the capital of the Granby's ravebn. I beg leave to remaik that 
the very few woikmen at pi csent allowed for levelling the esplanade 
and laying tlic platforms of Fort Geoige will cause those woiks to be 
earned ou very slowly, paiticulaily as gieat part of the esplanade has j 
many large and deep holes, foi filling which earth must be hi ought l 
from some distance . 1 f 

1 Principal Engineer to Gm eminent 6th .Tan 1774, Pnh Dia: 

The total o! cubic feet is given in the record at 421,533. The 
401,613 as shown in tho text 


/ 


iy 03 of 1774, 21-23^ 
details gwe a tola] o 4 
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The following farther lcport to Government was made by the 
Pnneipal Engineer on the 21st Pcbiuaiy 177*1 : Having agreeable 
to the orders lcccived fiom the Honourable Board completed as many 
platfoims at Fort George as was possible since that older was lcecivcd, 
there remain at picsent seven moie to be finished on the noilli- west 
bastion of the fort. Those on the noith cm tain and on the noith-cast 
bastion would not at picscnt bo safe to lay, because until next lams 
the caitli will not be sufficiently settled to sustain their weight without 
sinking. In the meantime I have to i e quest your Ilonoui’s orders 
and permission to complete the icdoubt of Foit George already begun, 
together with the countcrscaip, west cui tains, or such othei woiks as 
lcmain unfinished. This I will endeavour to do with the same number 
of men your Honour has already been pleased to older 1 * 

On the 25tli February 177*1* the Boaid passed the following oidcrs 
on the above lcpoit: On leading the aboie letter fiom the acting 
pnneipal cngincci wheicin he leprcscnts that as many of the plat- 
forms at Foi t George as cau at picscnt be laid, aic completed, it is 
oideicd that the aitificcis and labouicrs who have hitherto been employed 
thereon be set to finish the other woiks pointed out in this letter " 

About 1775 the meicliant Faisons wiote the following account of 
the foil ideations of Bombay : Between the two maimc gates is the 
castle properly called Bombay Castle, a veiy huge and strong forti- 
fication winch commands the bay. The woiks round the town arc so 
many and the bastions so veiy strong and judiciously situated and 
the whole so defended with a broad and deep ditch as to make a stiong 
forties^, which, while it has a suflicient gariison and piovisions, may 
bid defiance to any force which may be bi ought against it. Ileic 
also he adds, is a spacious Giecn capable of containing sc\ eial legiments 
exercising at the same time. 3 4 

In consequence of the Mardthas landing at Tliana, and pioiing 
tioublcsomc to the neighbouring villages, oil the 27th .Tanuaiy 1775 
the Bombay Council observe : it appears that the most effectual means 
foi preventing the MaiaUias fiom mailing any such attempts iu futiuc 
will be by establishing a foitaficd post at Dharavi, the northernmost 
pail of the island of Srthefcte and almost opposite to Ba«sein Bosolvcd 
Ihoieforc that it he done accordingly at the least expense that the service 
lcquned will admit of. The principal engineer must therefore pioeccil 
tlulher to examine and report the work that may be requisite and the 
expenses that will attend erecting the same 1 

On the 7th February 1775 the President lays hcfoie the Boaid the 
chief engineers estimate of the expense of lepaning Dhdravi battery, 
of making a stone staircase to the top of the lull, and of making a 
stoic-ioom and magazine there, amounting to R&. 537 £. As tins 


1 riineipal Engineer 21st Puli. 1771 , Puli Diaiy G5 of 177*1,' 1 17 . 

5 Horn Gov Consultation 25tU Pel) 1771, Puli Diaiy CD of 1774, 112, 

3 Parsons’ Tiavcl- m Asia find Ainunea (18081, 210, 

4 Puli. Diary G7 of 1773, 118. Comp, of btauiling Out. Yol. 2 of 1759-1788, 172 
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is a post o£ much impm tancc by the gieat command it has of the 
Ba«em liver, it ls oideied that it be completed as soon as possible 1 

Two months later the dearness of provisions compelled a nse m 
labouicis' wages. The dial j' of the 14th April has the following cutij' . 

It has been represented to the Boaid that the pay of a hiqnu, wlueh 
foi some time past has been reduced to 50 res (2 ns ) a day is too 
little for his subsistence, and that for this i cason, as well as on account of 
the dearness of piovisions, it is noeossaiy that the paj' should be raised 
As we aie satisfied of the justice of tins repiesentation, it is agteed and 
ordered that the pay of an able-bodied biya 1 1 which is at pie-cnt 50 lie 
incieascd to 60 res (2 ‘i a* ) a day and to other bvjdns in proportion. 2 

Towaids the close of 1775 a letter was reeened fiom the Couit 
of Dnectors dated 12th April 1775 directing that no otbei wmks 
than wliat weie lequued foi the immediate defence of Bombay should be 
undertaken and that the expcndihnc on account of buildings and 
fortifications lie limited to Bs 1,00.000 a yeai The Couit wntc: 

In regaid to foitifications and buildings it is onr express command that 
no moic than one lakh of l upees be expended thereon m any one yeai 
and tliat m such expenditure paihculai regaid be had to tho'-c public 
woiks which aie calculated foi the immediate defence of oui settlement 
at Bombay We hare communicated joui last advices on this subject 
to Colonel Campbell, om late chief engined, and lequc-dcd lum to 
point out uliat woiks would come undei the above description. That 
gentleman is of opinion that Foit George should be fiist completed, 
that a redoubt of communication should lie begun and completed, that / 
the lunette east of the Mdndvi bastion should ba finished, tliat^fJScT 
ciemailleie woik from the castle to the east front of the, lEandvi 
bastion should be likewise finished, and that the ledoubt aArauced on 
the capital of Cumbei land's lavelm should also lie eompd^ted That 
the alteiation m the Mdndvi bastion awl the flanking woi ti? Joi the 
defence of the ditch before the Mundvi and Pnwc’s bastions may' bo 
postponed and that clearing the space within the line of communication 
is not immediately necessary. Wc transmit the above foi jour 
observation and direct that jou call upon onr chief engined to 
lay befoie you a plau of such woiks as he shall deem neeessaiy to be 
fiist completed, an estimate of the ehaige to be mcuiicd theicbj*, and 
also the specific sum to be expended upon each paiticulai m the 
appiopnation wheieof due caie must betaken to keep the gioss amount 
within the reailj' sum of one lakh of i upees " 

In the same letter, pamgiaph 33, the Couit dnect As our 
foitiGcations at Bombay aie far fiom being completed, we cannot 
consent to relinquish the tax laid upon landed estates in 1753 which 
was designed as an aid to the Company m the meeting of those 
foitifications.* 


1 Rom Gov Consultation 7th Tub 1773, Pub Diary 07 of 1773, 101 

: Rom Gov. Consultation 1 1th April 1775, Tub Diary G7 of 1775, 321 

3 Court to BCunbay 12 th April 1773 paras 31- 3G, Pub Dep Couit’s Letters \o] a 
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In pursuance of these orders at a Consultation on the 23ul January 
1776 the Bombay Government clnect: The engineer must lay heCoio 
us a plan and his sentiments of such works as he may deem necessary 
to be first completed v ltli the proper estimates thereof, as directed by 
the Jlonoui able Company in the 36th paiagiaph. And the land and 
new fortification paymasters must he enjoined to confine the expense 
of all woilcs and buildings -within the yeaily allowance of one hundred 
thousand rupees. 1 

On the 30lh January 1776 the land paymaster lays before the 
Boaid estimates of some repairs neccssaiy to the Warli Mini and 
Sion dams or vcllaids, and to the salt pan sluices between Sion and 
llcw’a, the former amounting to Its. 536-0-38 and the latter to 
Us. 552-3-87. These being lepairs not to be dispensed with the Boaid 
ordoied them to be completed tor th with. 2 

On the 22nd December 1776 Government wiitc to the Coin l 
rcgaiding the progress of the foilificat ions : No gicat pi ogress has foi 
some time been made in our new’ woilcs on account of the small number 
oE workmen that have been employed and the sum you have been 
pleaded to limit foi our annual expense in buildings and foitifiealions 
which will not admit of anything considerable being effected. The 
workmen have been principally employed in the Castle and in finishing 
the msidc of Port George under the dncction of Major Law’ienceNilson 
who has had the superintendence of oui foitifieations duiing the absence 
and tiial of Licut.-Coloncl Keating. 3 

At their Consultation, the 31st December 1776, Government read the 
following letter fioin Mi. Nilson the acting principal cngmcoi , dated 
21st December 1776 : Befoie the departure of the ship LnUum 1 1 have 
the honour to lay before you the in ogress of the woilcs under my 
direction since my last leport on tliat subject The laboratory in the 
castle is now cntncly completed, consisting of three long casemates 
Si feet in length and 20 m breadth, four scpaiate looms of 20 
feet by 15 feet, one of 20 by 11 feet, one of 23 by 14 feet, 
one of 21 by 12 feet, and one of 51 by l'l feet, all bomb proof, also 
one long casemate of 102 feet in length and 20 feet broad and two 
rooms on each wing 20 feet in squaio each, all bomb-proof, the whole 
building 60 far completed as to -want only a coat or plastcung 
on its external smface of the north and oast fionts, a ten ace in the 
square below’, and some doois and window's. The two magazines under 
the lampait of the south curtain in the castle, each 34 by 18 feet, are 
made bomb-proof agreeable to outers but the passage leading to them is 
not yet completed. A newr biidge has been laid leading to the Cumbei- 
land ravelin. At Fort George the bomb -pi oofs of tlic easomated 
redoubt on the oast side have been finished. The commanding ollicoi s’ 
apartments have been completed and a veianda 260 feet long and 
12 feet bioad made in front of the casemate below r to sciocnlhe troops 
there from the inclemency of the monsoon. The Fcarps of the ledan on 
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1 Bom Gov. Consultation 23nl J nn 1776, Pulj. Diary 60 of 177G, 21. 

* Bom Gov. Consultation 30th Jan 177G, Pul) Diarj 69 of 177G, 33. 
1 Pnb. Di*p Letters to the Couit Vol. 23 o£ 177G, 125 - 12G. 

n 483— 51 



102 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


Chapter IV 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

rnrhfic.ilmn 
Pin-Tt's Ilcport, 

J77C 


Fnrtifirition 

Jlepnrt, 

1777 


llie south Mile are finished, also Hie rxniiitorscnip h-foie each face 
liiought up to it*- piojcr height anti a great pail ol the eacavatinn of 
tins ditch Ins been made. The piesont ‘tuieily and dearness o£ trniK’i 
has prevented me laving before vonr Ilonom the estimate onlcicd for 
the several works that remain still to lie put in execution Af fooii 
as any detei mined price lias been fixed I shall delivei in the same wjlli 
all possible despatch 

Refeuing to this pi ogress rcpoit Government tcmailc: Bead a 
repoil fiom the acting pnncip.il cngineei of the jnogicss of the woiks, 
copv of which h.u. liecn tiansmittcd to the Compiny by the Lath f id i 
and is oidcicd to 1m enteicd aftei tliis Consultation 1 

On the Slid July 1777 Mr. L. Nihon, the acting principal 
engineer, submit® the following xepml showing wlut woiks arc 
necc'"- ny to lie completed: Ilaiing maturely considered the sacral 
paiagr*phs of Colomd Egerton’s letter to voui Tlononrable .Board, 
scltinir foilli the necessity of completing the woiks tlieiem proposed 
I perfectly emeui with the Colonel m Ins opinion ie«pceling the came. 
I shall therei oi e endcav our to explain the necessity of putting the-e 
w orks into immediate execution 

In fortifying a place the first consideration obviously is to leave no 
one part moic exposed than another It follows that the line between 
the Mood} h lny and the castle, which is at picscnt open, should he 
secured by the cicniaillctc woik pioposcd and projected in Colonel 
Campbell's plan The 170 yards between the castle and the bandar 
is much exposed Tine it is defended by a low hnttoiy of heavy cannon 
pointing tow aids the hubour. Still, as the revetment of this ballciy is 
so very low that it is only a long stepfiom some pait of the locks below 
it, it cannot be Faid to be secure against the attempt of an entci prising 
enemy who would not fail to nsk a great deal to get into the place 
so easily. This part therefore demands our most serious attention. 
The space lictwecn llie handav and the dock is equally open and 
exposed. And as finishing the piers, agreeable to Colonel Campbell's 
plan, will take much time, it being a laboiious and difficult woik, I 
a gice with Colonel Egeilon that somo suitable woik should be raised 
along tins line sons to effectually secure this paitof the town. A 
magazine mthe noith part of the town is indispensably necessary. For 
want of a magazine, duiing an attack, the powder must lie transposed 
from a great distance, undoubtedly a xeiy dangerous piocecding 


1 rnl> Dmrj 70 nf 177G, 922, CIO - 932 Tire following is the quintitv of arch ami 
rough masonry and olhsr work m-wle since the last report on tins subjcit (1) The 
hoinh-pmof hlwratoiy and the cn'einntt m the Castle , Arch masonry made with 
inngntuie and VVurli stones, cubic fsst 13,813, Arcli masonry mode with liricls, S9(.l! , 
Hough masonry , (i3,47l ; T< Trace hid, 3h7S , PI istenng, 3,l,lilS rqu-irc feet , I’avcmsiit 
laid, tl3f, I.argi moulding stones from U’orli quarry, G7G. All the large shelves 
completed in the third co'Cimto nml the end rooms (2J Ihc two magazines m the 
Castle Aieli misonry mode of niaeazine and tVorii stone, 3G72 cubic fset , Anh 
masonry with bncKs, 2211, I’umrh ma=onry, 9 J7o , Plastering, 1124 squire fee* 
(>) At Port George A rah mi=onry made with ningi/inc and Wnrh stone, .'4)78 
tnhic foot. Arch masonry made with bricks, 7010, Hough masonry, 30,878 , 
Ihcavatcd from the ditch hcfmc the rulin in the wild rock, 20,SI0 , "Phslcrir;.'. 
13,37b Equate feet , Pavement hid, JlOli. 
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which might occasion serious hindrance in the defence of that part of the 
fortifications. The covered way and glacis of the Cumboilaiid ravelin 
remain unfinished It is my duty lo point out that it is highly necessary 
this part should he completed. Any attack from the land side on the 
capital of this ravelin and its coveicd way might gieatly shorten 
a siege. In the present condition of the Cnmhciland lavehn the 
enemy would nob fail with little delay to make their lodgments 
on this'part. If the covcied way and glacis were finished, the enemy 
could not effect a lodgment except at the lisle of very great loss. 
The laying of platforms on the north front is plainly equally ncccssaiy 
with any of the other woiks proposed. During a siege tins outwoik 
without plalfoims would become almost useless The total want 
of bomb-pioofs, one of the chief defects of this fortification, points 
to the necessity of completing the cast face of the Dock bastion 
wheie bomb-pioofs may be made for a considciable number of 
men. ‘ Besides in supplying bomb-proofs, the face of the Dock 
bastion when mounted with eight pieces of heavy cannon would he of 
great service in harassing the enhance of an enemy’s licet into the 
harbour. I need scaicely dwell on tlic impol lance of levelling our 
esplanade. If tlic esplanade is not levelled the gani«on will find tin* 
enemy advance towards our works with greater vapidity than lie would 
even under cover of hollow ways. 1 The barracks round the Mnhmufl 
Davcy (Mumba Dcu) Tank to the north-west of Foil George, aie so 
Luge as to enable a large body of men to be perfectly scenic liom the 
fiic of the place Tlic glacis of Fort Gcoige is also far from complete. 
In its picsent condition an enemy might in a veiy short time and 
without any material loss advance and make liis batteiics on the ciest 
of tlic glacis. As the great point during a siege is for the garrison as 
much as possible to retaid the pvogioss of the enemy towaids their 
woiks, it follows that cveiyfching winch can possibly contribute to tins 
great purpose is of the highest importance The peifceb levelling the 
esplanade, I declare to be one of the most effective means of let aiding 
the enemy. Acro-s a peifeclly level esplanade the enemy would ha\ c 
lo advance every step with much labour and caution, lie will be 
foiccd to open lus trenches at the gieatcst distance possible, an operation 
which in tins climate will gieatly -fatigue and harass an European 
army and letaid tlioir progress. 

The continuing tlic Hope Walk in its present direction by making 
a bomb-proof under the rampart is anolliei object well deserving oi 
attention By tins means an additional urgently wanted bomb-pioof 
will bo added to this gavuson and the communication on the ramparts 
be laid open, the inconvenience of any obsti notion to winch is too well 
known The total want of bomb-proofs within this fortification would 
duimg a siege subject tins garrison to the gieatest disn Ivanlagc. 
During a siege at least two-thiids of the sepoys ought to lie at 
rest The want of any place that would affnul security to that 
number would in a short lime make the garrison so harassed and fatigued 
as to be almost unfit for common duties. This, want of bomb-pioofb is a 
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defect of fuch consequence that strict attention if lcquiied to secure 
a sufficient mimbei to contain at least two thuds of this g.umon. A 
homb-pioof hospital and bakehouse aic also lequired togolhei with 
bomb-pioofs foi grain and othci provisions nece^aiy for su^tuning a 
long «iege, As no place seems bettei calculated for such buildings 
than under the rampaits which aic intended to lie added to the long 
wall by Moody's Lay. I would pi opo^c to have them built theic I am 
well convinced that when finished such a woik would piovc of the 
highest importance and adiantage foi the senility ot this place. 
Haling maturely considcied the situation of the open space between 
the castle and the upper dock, which extends no less than 570 jwids 
in length, the inconvenience in fortifying the whole of this line would 
be that any woik that would be constiuclcd there would vciy much 
cncioaeli on the buildings ol the low n and on the marine yai d It w’ould 
impede the building ot ships and make the mud dock less convenient 
than it is at pic t ent To obviate any ohsli notion I haic pi ejected a 
short polygon shown hythc yellow in the accompany mg plan This 
will cfleclnally scenic that side of the town and by making two open- 
ings one on cacli side of the bandar piei, neiLher the launching of ships 
noi then oidinaiy ingie=s and egiess wall be in the least impeded I 
also piopopc to make a gate under the lampails which will be placed at 
the end of the bandar piei The flight of steps bcfoie the fiont of this 
gate will make landing iciy commodious c\en at low- water The /lie 
of I lie cannon planted on tins woik, between the C'artlc and the 
bandai, will also be moic dneet on the harbour than it is from the 
juesent balleiy which may remain as it now is until the new pioposed 
ivoik is iai«cd so high as to impede its fnc Having thus parti- 
cularized the several aboic mentioned works all and* each as 
indispensably necessaiy to lie completed, and without the completion of 
which this fortification cannot bo said to lie in a state of common defence, 
liow fai it may be piudcnt to defer the execution of them your 
Honouiahlc Boaidaiethe best judges 

Agiecable to the oideis of youi Honour I shall now' proceed to point 
out such woiks as claim our picfcrenec to be earned into immediate 
ovucutum m consequence of the limitations to one Irtkli of 1 upccF a ye;n 
This allowance w ill not admit ot moi e than SOU men being emploi ed, 
whose pay togelhei with the cost of matenals will neaily amnuni to 
that turn I piopose these 8U0 men be employed m the following 
manner : Jkn 


1 Foi the ucmadlcie woilc ... . 3!i0 

2 Foi a in.ig.iamc in the goigc ot the Mrfmlv i bihtmn . . 100 

3 Foi the new wort between the Castle and doth ... 301) 

4 Foi lajmg the platfoi in ul tliu noith front 60 


Total . 800 

I have thus disposed of the 800 men and liai o been necessitated to 
allosv 50 men lev. foi the cicmailleie woik than I pioposcd in my e-li- 
mate which I gaie to Colonel Egerton without being able to provide 
ioi the covert way and glacis by Uic Citmbeiland lavelin noi foi any 
of the olhci ivniks befoicmenlioned As completing the Cumlieiland 
glacis and coicied way is of yen gicat consequence and as it is a woik 
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not expensive and with 300 men will most piobably be nnisbcdin about 
four months time, I cannot help inteiesting myself in its completion by 
proposing that 30U men moie be employed on this woik, which as soon 
as finished may be immediately after discharged if your Honour 
shall think proper. I must not omit mentioning Fort George which is 
alieady so far completed as not to demand an attention in equal pro- 
portion to the beforementioned works. Although T am well convinced 
that from the beginning it has been a gicat mistake to make the 
foitifi cations so extensive, still, as the greatest expense has already been 
inclined, it seems pioper those which aic already nearly finished should 
be cntiiely completed, even should it he hereafter found more convenient 
to reduce our fortification within a small ei compass, that, m ease of an 
attack, nothing may be wanted for those woiks that may prove condu- 
cive towards a vigorous defence. To prevent Fort George falling easily 
into an enemj J s hands, the danger and inconvenience of which must he 
too obvious to your Honour, al&o since I have laid in materials which 
aio alieady charged to this work oil the paymaster's books and which 
cannot be removed without an additional expense, I leave it to the con- 
sideration of your Honourable Boaid whether befoio an entire stop is 
put to this work the materials alieady laid in should not lie expended. 
'Phis may he done by employing 100 men moie for about one year. 
While 1 have the honour to communicate my sentiments to your 
Honourable Boaid on tins subject, I beg leave at the same time to offer 
my opinion on what works should be completed in succession, after those 
works mentioned in the foregoing paits of this letter have been 
entuely finished. On the supposition that we should still continue to 
follow Colonel Campbell's plan after all the above iccommended woiks 
have been completed, my opinion is that the intciior pails of Fort 
George logclhei with the casematcd ledoubt within the lme of com- 
munication, and every pait of the said lino, be the first taken m hand 
and finished j then the alleiation of the Moor and Banian bastions pro- 
posed to piocurc a flanking file to the Church, Hodges, and Cumbciland 
lavclms, m which they aie at present deficient ; then the advanced 
ledoubt on the capital of Granbj’'s ravelin ; then the completion of 
the alteration to the Mandvi bastion and its cavaliei ; then the ca&emated 
ledoubts in the re-enlemig angles of the envelope of the north front ; 
then the lunette by the Mdndvi bastion j and lastly the completion of the 
dock pier. As the platforms which ai c lately oi dcred to be laid with stone, 
as also the new plaslcung and lcpaiiing the paiapets and banquettes of 
the works all round the town, come propci ly under the article of re- 
pairs, I beg leave to pioposo that an older be given that all repaiis bo put 
on a sepaiatc bead and not mixed with the outlay on new foi tifications. 
I also beg leave to iufoimyour Honour that the sea docs continually 
so much encroach by tlic Queen's lunette befoio tlic Royal bastion that, 
if some precaution is not soon taken, it will vciy shortly wash pari 
of the glacis away. A lmo of rough wall well made without moi tar 
will be sufficient. I Ihcrefoic lequcst your Honour's oiders accoid- 
ingly. 1 
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On the 23id July 1777, the same day the aboie Icttei was. lead, the 
Bonnl passed the following oidois A Icttei from the puncipal engi- 
lieci m consequence of oui oidci and letoluhon on the lust Council day 
was lead, m which lie dcscuhes the seiy imperfect state of oui foi U- 
fications and the additions which lie judges neccssniy to he made thereto 
The piescnee ot the engmeei being deemed neces-aiy while this bulyect 
is under con&idciation he attends and an&weis sundry mleiiogato.ics 
put to him by the seieial membeis. After weighing this mattei 
thoiouglily the icoult ofom delibeiation is thit, cncumscubcd a& weaie 
hv the Honourable Company ; s oideis, nothing is left to ns but to apply 
in the most beneficial manuci we can the lakh of lupees allowed foi oui 
annual foi tification expenses A & the engineci l epie-ents that undci that 
limitation not above fiUU men can be employed, it ib ictolicd that he lie 
dneeted to complete the woikmen to that numliei and to confine them 
entirely to those woiks tow aids the sea pointed out mins icttei as 
elaimiDg a prefei ence to be earned into immediate execution The woi ks 
undci tins description aie the ciemailleie woik in Moody's Lay, the 
magazine in the goigo of the M.indi 1 bastion, and the new pioposed woi 1: 
betw een the Castle and the dock, which the engineci must complete 
as fast as the numbci of men allowed him will pemut The engineci 
was paiticulaily lutenogated whether the woik between the Castle 
and the dock might not be attended w ith mjmy and inconvenience to 
the docks by picicntmg the ictmn of the mud and dufc biouglit m with 
the tide To this he answers that he had pai hculaily provided against 
that objection by constructing the woik on such laigc aiclics ns liccly 
to pcimit of the return of wliatevei i= biought in by the fade It must 
be lceommendcd to the Honouiablo Comjiany m the maiinei tlic impoi- 
tance of the subject lequucs to permit us to pioceed m finishing oui foiti- 
tications, especially those towaids the tea with moic expedition than the 
restuction laid upon us m mu expenses w ill allow. The expense of 
lcpaus to the woiks and of new-laying the platfoims must he kept on a 
scpuiate head, and not blended with the cliaige of new foitifications to 
which wc s-hall devote tlic whole sum allow cd by the llonouiablc Company 
The wall of lough stones to pi event the cncioaehmenl of the tea on the 
Queen's lunette must he* cai i iod into execution forthw ith 1 

On the 26th jMaich 1777 Mi. L Nihon the pnncipal engineci 
wiotcto Government As the town ditch is no «v become so vciy foul 
as to lequiic to he thoroughly cleaned, 1 take the liberty to icpicsent to 
youi Houoiu the necessity of on tei taming about, fifteen bundled Inborn eis 
foi that pui pose A& such a numbci cannot always be had, I beg lease 
to piopose that they should he enteitaiued immcdiatelv and employed in 
the mteinn on the foitifications fiom whence they will be cbsclunged as 
soon as the cleaning of the ditch is begun I theiefoie icquest your 
Ilnnoui would lie pleased to gi\e an oidci foi this pui po^e, as the 
militia is entucly lusuflieient foi tins extensive woik winch iequiies 
despatch, and cannot be done effectually w ith a less number ot men 
than what I piopo=c. I fuithoi beg leas e to icprcsent that the foulness 
of the ditch wall evci he vcij gieat and the ivatei thereof veij' oficnme 
to the inha bitants, while tlic common scweis of the town aie sufteied 


1 Bom. Go\ . Coneultat<on 23ul Julj 1777, Pub Diaij 71 of 177", 300-302. 
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lo discharge themselves into it. I would tlicicfore piopose that sowers 
he made to discharge themselves into the sea as it will he a means of 
piccervmg the water of the town ditch puici, and consequently prove 
moie salutaiy to the inhabitants than at piesent. 1 * 

On the 1st Api ilon leading the above letter the Boaid observe : Bead 
a letter fioni the acting puncipal engineer sotting foitli the necessity 
of cleaning the town ditch and proposing thatafuither nnmber of 
l.ihonrcis should he cntei tamed for that purpose. Resolved that orders 
he given for cleaning the town ditch m the most effectual manner and that 
InUO men he immediately raised for this service who must be employed 
upon the fortilications until the p'opei season aruves foi setting about 
the other voile. And as the common sewets which are disehaiged into 
the ditch malic the valor veiy offensive and wo are inclined to think 
must affect the health of the inhabitants, it is further ordciod that 
estimates be piepaied of the expense of making sewers to discharge 
themselves info the sea which in every respect must he prefciahlc to the 
piesent ones. 3 

On the Kith Apiil the Engineer writes : Agreeable to the commands 
of your Ilonouiable Roaid I have given the ncccssaiy directions for 
enleiing 15U0 lalwurers for cleaning the town ditch. I have not yet 
been able lo get any on this island, owing as lam informed lo the 
gieat seal city of laboming people. 1 fear likewise that I shall not have 
the numbei oidcred nor probably half tliat number at the time they are 
wanted As in this ease so necessary a work cannot be earned into 
effectual execution I take the libeifcy to propo°c to your Iionoui's con- 
sideration whether, as the}' jug now so very diflicult lo he had, it would 
not he proper to lcstorc the foimcr pay of the lubourcis sixty-three rei 
(21 an) a day If this encouragement weie offcied it is probable I shall 
not find it eo land lo got the number of people oidcred foi this 
impoi taut pci vice I also beg leave lo l epic sent to your Honour that 
llieic aie now on the old works of this garrison sixty lotten wooden 
plaffoims which should he removed and replaced with stone platfoi ms. 
J thcicfoio wait your Honour’s ordois for that pm pose " 

On receipt of the abovo letter at a Consultation the 16lh Apiil 1777 
the Bombay Council observe: Read a letter from the acting piincipal 
engineer lcpiesentmg that it is out of his power lo raise the number 
of laboureis wauled for cleaning the ditch upon the present loduced 
pay, and pioposmg that the pay of these people be inci eased to the 
fonner standaul As 11ns is a measuie wc wish to avoid from the had 
consequences such a pi ccedcnt will pioduco, though at the same time 
wc aie sensible that it is absolutely necessary the ditch should he 
cleaned, it is agiecd as the better expedient to employ the sepoys off 
duty on this woilc and to allow such as choose to bo employed therein 
the same pay as the other laboureis exclusive of their pay ns sepoys. 
The unsciviccablc wooden platfoims mentioned in the engineers letter 
must he taken up and lcplaccd with stone ones 4 
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1 runcipal Engineer to Go\ eminent 2Gth March 1777, Pub. Diary 71 of 1777, 181. 

■ Bom Gov Consultation 1st Apul 1777, Pub. Diaiy 71 of 1777, 171. 

1 Principal Engined tofioit lGth April 1777, v Pnb Diaiy 71 of 1777, 22G-22/. 

4 Bom, Goi . Consultation lGtli April 1777, Pub. Diaiy 71 of 1777, 223 - 221. 
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. T, !° following cntiy in tlie Bombay Diary of Apiil 30th shows that 
m spite or the above order the cngineei could not pioeuie a sufficient 
numbei of sepoys ■ Read a lettei fiom the acting piineipal emdncei 
acquainting us that lie cannot pi ocure a sufficient numbei of sepoi s f< )r 
the puipose of cleaning the ditch and pioposmg as the only expedient 
foi getting woikmen foi this seivice that they bo allowed the same pay 
as the people employed in the docks, the work being cquallvlabmious 
The necessity of the case obliges us to agieo to this pi 0 p 0 s,d aB d their 
pay must be augmented accoidmglj-. But as it seems to us lint the 
ditch may be moie effectually cleaned by letting the sea into it than by 
any othei method, a leport must be made whctlici the tides use to a 
sufficient height for tins puipose 1 

In puisuauee of the abotc oidei the engineer on the 2nd May 
mites legal ding the use oE the tides: Having caiefully examined 
Jiow high the spring tides use aliove the nils of the sluices of the town 
ditch, I find that upon a medium it rises about tlnce feet, and at 
■very high springs something moie. But as the quantity of water that 
would lie received thiough the sluices during the highest pail of the tide 
would not much exceed a fcot in height above the tills of the sluices 
tluoughout the whole suiface, the benefit arising from leltmg the sea 
watci into the town ditch would tlieicfoie in my opinion be veiy 
small. And weie it possible enluely to fill the ditch the slowness of 
its dischaige thiough the sluices would occasion so gi cat a quantity of 
mud to he left behind as would greatly incommode us 2 

On leading the above leport fiom the piineipal engmeei of the 
height of the tides the Board oideicd on the 7th May that by way of 
experiment the ecu be let into that part of the ditch next to the 
Bazar Gate. 3 

In Octobei 1777 the engineer piopo=ed a plan of having flat- 
bottomed boats to clean the ditch. This plan did not meet with the 
approval of the Boaid On the 22nd Octobei they icmaik An 
estimate of the expense of building twelve flat-bottomed boats foi the 
puipose of cleaning the ditch is now' laid beforo us, amountmg.lo 
Rs. 3G00, Tins appealing too considerable an expense foi the object 
the engincci is now' called before us and asked if proper boats cannot 
lie hued fiom time to time, oi stages made to answei tbc same 
puipose as the flat-bottomed boats .As ho seems to think this may be 
done, and as tins last method will be attended with a much snullei 
expense, the pioject of building these boats is given up 1 

On the 21st Januaiy 1778 the principal engineer submits the 
following pi ogress lepoit . In obedience to the commands of youi 
Honourable Boaid I liar c now tbc honoui to lepoit the piogicss ol the 
new' fortifications since the 21st of Decembei 177G At Foit Geoige 
a great pait of the glacis has been filled up, the covert way completed, 
two Email ditches befoie the faces of the two noith bastions ham 
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been excavator!, one of winch is completed and palisaded, the exfciemily 
of the ditch before the envelope lias been palisaded, and the paiapets 
and embrasmes on the east side finished. A lei race has been laid 
over the noith-vcst bastion to socinc the magazine under the said 
bastion fiom damps. The slope of the south-west bastion has been 
terraced and the cistern tciraced and plastered. The alternated 
redoubt has been completed except its draw'bndgcs, the counterscarp 
completed, all the hi caches in the line of communication stopped up, 

, and the new line of communication fiuishcd. The south extremity o£ 
the ditch of Foil George and the ditch before the noilh side of the 
line of communication base been palisaded, A magazine under the 
north-west bastion Ins Leon floored with plank and completed. 

In the castle all the plastoiing and tciracing which lcmaiucd undone 
has been flni*-hed, two working rooms in the laboratoiy have been 
floored with plank, and a compound wall with palisading has been elected 
round the building of the laboratory. The passage to the bomb-pioof 
magazine has been completed and one of those magazines flooicd with 
plank. A new doorway has been made to the old ground magazine 

On the ciemaillerc work the lcvetmont of two ntfw faces has been 
cntiiely completed and the ramparts of three faces filled up with earth. 
Half the levetment of a thud- face lias been eiccted and the parapets 
and cmbiasures for seven pieces of cannon liavo been brought np and 
eight new' stone platioims have been laid. 

On the town wall repaiis have been completed to the banquettes and 
parapets of four bastions and tin ce cm tains, namely fiom the Dock 
bastion to the Stanhope bastion. Thii tj r - three old unserviceable 
platforms have been removed and the lamparts of the whole repan cd. 

The new work which has been ordcicd to he earned into execution 
on the open space between the castle and the dock w ill he started the 
beginning of next month. The want of a sufficient quantity of 
materials has pi evented the magazine in the goigc of the Mandvi 
bastion fiom being begun which I shall bo able to start some lime next 
month. I beg leave to take this opportunity of exploring my grateful 
thanks for the appointment of major and chief cngmeoi, the duty of 
which I shall ever make my pai iicular aim to cairy into execution 
with all possible attention 1 

Tn commuuicating the above repoit to the Court the Horn bay Gov- 
ernment m their letter of 25l.li Jnnuaiy 1778, para 5", add' The sum 
limited by you wall adnut of our employing only 800 men with winch 
no great expedition can he made in completing those works though all 
the others aie m the meantime at an entire stand Notwithstanding 
Ihelaigc sums expended on our foitilicatious the town is still very open 
towards the sea and so long as that is the case we cannot derive much 
scuunly from our oilier w'oiks. It gives us pain touige you on this 


1 Principal Engineer Mr Nikon to Government Cist Jan 17!"S, Pub Dm ry 73 of J 1 7S, 
48-G3. Bombay to Court 2oth .Tan. 1773 para 52, Pul>. Dep, Betters to tlie Court 
Vol. 24 of 1777 - 1778, 13. Poi tbe quantity of mnsom'i erected seepages 19-52 of Pub. 
Diaiy 73 of 1778. ■ • • v 
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head aftei the great expenses you have already incuircd "Bui we 
think it oui duty to lecominend to youi most senous consi-J elation the 
necessity o£ pcimithng us to proceed with the utmost expedition in 
finishing oui foitifications especially towards the <=ca In the me ul- 
timo we have icsolved to devote to the new foitiGcations the whole sum 
you have allowed and to keep a sepaiate account o£ all necessary i epau s 
to our w oiks and buildings 1 

On the 19th March 17 78 the Couit mite to Bombay • Having 
taken into our most serious consideration the lejiresentafaon contained 
in your ‘•cciefc lettei of the 29th July last, we pioceod to make such 
ohseivations thereon and to give such further instructions concerning 
the foitifications at Bombay as appeal to ns necessity at this junctuic 
The 10th Januaiy 1776 you leccived the oidcis which lcstiictcd 
you to theyeaily expendituie of one lakh of rupees on public voiles 
and buildings and liken ise the opinion of Colonel Camphell respecting 
works calculated for the immediate defence ot Bombay As this 
opinion was transmitted foi yonr ob«er\ation, only, you weie ducctcd 
to call upon youi chief engineer for a plan of s U ch ivoiks as lie might 
think nece=sary to he fiist completed, together withau estimate of the 
gioss eliaigc and of the specific sum to be expended on each paitieular 
paifc Two months aftei waids, namely the 21st Maich 1776, j on 
ndiisc us that our oidcrs had been communicated to the chief engineer, 
that he bad not then given his opinion of the woiks proper to be 
completed, that you will however take caie that the annual expense 
shall not exceed our ordeis, and it was with pleasme you mfoimcd us 

that the whole amount of the new foi tification paymaster’s disbuiscmcnt 

had been no gi eater than Bs 55,357 foi the year pieccding With 
these matciLils befoie ns we weie led to hope that Bs 1,00,000 a 
year would he moie than sufficient foi such public woiks as weie 
immediately necessary foi the defence of Bombay Wcfind no general 
plan piepaied of w oiks to he completed, accompanied by the estimate 
required fiom youi chief engineer m consequence of our ouleis on the 
subject But in youi Consultation of the 30th January a lettei is 
entcied fiom Alajor Nilson containing an estimate toi lepaiung 
magazines m the castle amounting to lls S035. In Decembei 1770 
the Majoi repoits several works done in the castle and at Foit Gcoige 
andinfonns you that the scaicity auddeainessof tunhei have pi evented 
him from laying befoie you the estimate oideied foi the several 
woiks that remain to be put in execution ; that so soon as auv dctoimmed 
price shall be fixed, he will dolivei it unto the Boaid Of this veiy 
unsatisfactory lepoityou transmit ns a copy without an observation 
of j oui own for oui fui ther information In the same lettei you 
acquaint us that little pi ogress liad foi some time been made m the 
works not indeed on account of the dearness of timbei as notified by 
Majoi Nil«on but owing to the small nnmhei of woikmen employed 
and to our limitation of the sum to lie expended The 29tli of July 
1777 you inform us that the town towaids the sea is almost entnely 
open and think you should be permitted to pioceedwitb more expedition 


1 Tub. Dcp. Letters to tlie Court YoL 24 of 1777 • 1778, 14. 
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in completing' the foi lific.it ions AVe are really at a loss how to answer 
these cxtraoidinury advices and paiticularly your lcquisition for leave 
to proceed with gi eater expedition. In the first place we were given 
toundeistaiKltlr.it our oidcrs had been communicated to the chief 
engineer, and consequently we had a right to expect that plans and 
estimates would he soon transmitted to ub. Jn the same letter you 
sigmfv to us with much pleasure that the sum expended in the year 
piecedmg our oiders had been little moio than half the amount 
authorized by us £<>i the succeeding year, and shoitly aftei wards that 
no great pi ogi c«s has been made m the woiks, because we lmcicslricled 
the expense The next information on the subject is that estimates 
aic postponed, because timber is dear. And now we arc told that the 
town is almost cnliicly open to the sea and that wc ought to permit 
you to proceed with greater expedition. It is not sufficient that 
we lecito the above ciicum&tanccs to piovc your inconsistency, because 
voui letter implies that you have not been permitted to piocecd with 
the neccssaiy expedition But allowing that m 1775 the Court of 
Duectois wore of opinion that it was necessary to hunt the expense la 
beinemredm foitilicalion and buildings, in which opinion we most 
lieai tily concur, it was nevertheless their plenum e that plans and 
estimates of the ncccssaiy woiks should lie prepared Their positive 
oi deis left you no disci etionary latitude on these points. Have jou 
then taken these picpaiatory measures ? Have wc been theicby enabled 
to judge of the piopncty of extending the sum to be expended on 
fortifications, and have we on proper intormation refused to have such 
necessary works completed ’ Wcic not our oi dels of 1775 explicit’ 
Have yon neglected or fulfilled them? Did you lcmonstiatc or at all 
acquaint us when you lcccivcd those oiders that the town was in danget 
and the sum allotted by us inadequate to put it in a state of defence ? 
Did not your answer rather imply that a less sum would have liecn 
suilicicnt, because little move than half the amount had been expended 
in the preceding yeai 9 Aic wc now to admit that, because timber 
boais a high puce no estimate could be foimcd ? If timber be dear, it is uo 
doubt an nnfavouiablc circumstance and will enlarge the amount of an 
estimate. It cannot rcndci an estimate impracticable or improper. Tlie 
usual pi ice of timber might have been estimated, the excess might also 
have been estimated, and it was worthy your consideration at least whether 
a temporary advance of the pi ice of timber could be considcied by us as 
a sufficient excuse foi abroach of our most positive oidcis. You now r alarm 
U6 by lcpoi ting the town open towards the sea, but with this report you give 
us no estimate of the oxpeuse to be inclined in making it sale. In sboit, 
after sustaining heavy losses aud expci lencing gieat abuse in conducting 
the public works at Bombay, after finding the person who had the 
immediate aud principal dnection of those works appealing to members 
of the Council for a pi oof of his having enjoyed great emoluments 
avising fiom ovcrchaiges and consequently from impositions on tho 
Company for several j-cars together, and affiinung that such emoluments 
were received with the knowledge and without the disapprobation of 
the Council, unless we will nevertheless continue to invest you with an 
unlimited authority for tho disposing of our pioperty at your discretion, 
we are to have our commauds disiegaided, aud by diiect implication 
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bo given to understand that we are oui«clvc? responsible foi oidcis 
which may eventually hazaid the safely of the settlement. Youi last 
lottei ninth conveys to us a gcneial idea that the woiks towards the 
sea aie open was received by us the 9th ultimo We embiace the 
call lest oppoilumty of leplymg thereto, and, unprovided as no aie 
mill any estimate concerning the expense of the piopo^cd woiks 01 the 
latitude you may think necessary ioi your futuie piocccdings, wc 
li.ne thought pioper to consult j oui late engmeci respecting the Fum 
requisite and the time necessary foi putting the foi lificalions of Bombay 
in a piopei state of defence. Befoie we descend to pailiculais on 
tliC'-e two points wc must observe that Colonel Keating, on being 
made acquainted with the lepicscntation contained in youi last lettei, 
lias gnen it as Ins opinion that although fiom the dock pier to Moody 
bay flank a space of ueaily SOU yai ds is foi the mobfc p.nfc open, yefc 
that it is seemed and lcndored a cry fomndahle bj r 55 pieces of cannon 
from Tier bastion, Bandai piei, Powlis’s battel y, thice fionts of the 
Castle crcmaillcic -a oik, and Mody bay flank. And that, as capital ships 
cannot anchor nener to the Hoik's than -150 vaids, he thinks that 
distance too gieat to admit of then top-liic galling (lie aitilieiymcn 
nlulu woikmg the guns, and finally that no gieat dangei is to be 
appieliended hum the Tiench, should thej- attempt a m.iiinc attack 
on the i=land of Bomliay. We tiansmit these paihculais meiely 
foi youi oh'-civation AVithout being able to aflnm oi deny that you 
ought to adopt tlic ideas tbeiein contained. We must necessanly 
depend upon yom vigilance to pievcnt suipiise and trust to vour 
Hi<dom courage and fidelity to lepcl an invasion bycAeij means in 
your pow or should it lake place fiom any quaitei wlutevei. xYnd .is 
Ave find it possible that under all cncumstanecs landing on the island 
may be effected, especially fiom Malum or Siilsettc, you will, wc doubt 
not m case of fucIi event, pay a paiticular regaid to our seciel 
instructions of tlic 30th January foi opposing the landing of an enemy 
and for obstructing then appioachby disputing e\eiy step of the 
giound he tv ceu the Fea and the town of Bombay. In lcgaid to 
tlic tune noee«aiy for completing the fortifications Colonel Keating 
if of opinion that m one fan season oi in about eight months time the 
defences on the land side may be lcndeicd impregnable, and that, in ' 
.two seasons at the most, the u hole of the foitiheations in the island of 
Bombay including the woilcs towaids the c ea may he entnely finished. 
He assiues us that moio woik than that n Inch lemains to be done 
lias been accomplished by lnm m the couise of ti\o fan seasons 
Itespeetmg the sum to ho allow cd foi the above puiposes, the Colonel 
has dcclaied that no cngmeei can superintend moic woik than is done 
tor the sum of Its 3 3,UU0 a month piovided due caic he taken to see 
it fi ugally andpropeily applied Having no doubt ot Ins liemg able fi om 

cxpenenee to ascei tain as nearly as maj he the above facts we hcicby 
nuthouse you to expend, if nece«aiv, to the amount of Its 2,80,000 m 
the ensuing j-cai and the like sum the 3 eai following on the foiliiicati’ons 
of Bomliay. We absolutely ducet that the whole be nppiopuuted to 
those woiks alone ivhirh aie calculated foi the immediate defence of 
the place and that no part thcicof he expended on othci buildings or 
repairs on am aecoimt 01 'Juctencc whateioi. 
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We once more direct tliat plans and estimates be forthwith prepared as 
specified in our oiders of 1775 and tiausmitted by the first opportunity 
ioi onr lufonnation. Wc again enjoin the stnetest frugality in the 
execution of the works and have only to add that if we find you 
deficient m your attention to these our oidcis and instructions we shall 
consider) on as unworthy of our confidence and as improper persons to 
fill the stations which you hold in our service. 1 

Regarding the cleaning of the town ditch on the 10th June 1778 
the principal engineer lepoi Is ■ As the time diaws near for cleaning 
the town ditches I take the lihcitv to address your Honour on that 
subject and to icqucst an older for entertaining foi the puipose 500 
lahoiueis at the same rate of pay they weie allowed last year which 
was 70 res a day. In canying out the present laborious works towards 
the harbour, I am obliged fo lay the foundation for the levctnicnts in 
places wheic the mud is veiy deep Tins makes the labour so gicat 
Hut many labouieis have left the woiks thinking their pay inadequate 
to the sci vice they peifoim As all labourers at present employed on 
laborious work at this place earn 70 ics a day, I beg leave to piopose 
that I be allowed to entertain 200 labouiers at the rate of 70 iet> a day 
for la) mg the foundations of the lcvetments. 

Having lately . examined the state of the artillery haviaclcs in the 
castle, I think it my duty to acquaint your Honour that being situated 
immediately under the south ciutam it is entirely unsafe to tiausport 
any cannon ot btoics over them as they must inevitably ill '■o doing fall 
in, the timber woik being entirely rotten and in many places tho 
plauks which supported the tcriaccs arc fallen down or mouldered 
away. In the very same condition is the pavement or er the gateway 
leading into the castle ; the wood- woik winch supports the tenace tliat 
coveis the cistern ib also decayed. I tlierefoic beg leave to piopose as 
wc have v'ery few bombproofs, that these banacks together with the 
gateway and cistern he made bombproof, this being the most economi- 
cal as well as the most useful method of repairing them. Had they been 
made so at first, any futuie repans would haw been unnecessary. 
Should yom Honour judge pi oper to have these lcpairs made in the 
r . manner I piopose, I will deliver m a plan and estimate for that 
puipose as soon as possible. 1 

On icadiug the above letter tho Boaid direct • 500 labouiers must 
he entoi tamed foi the puipose of cleaning the ditch at the same pay 
as last year. For the icasous assigned by the engineer wo permit of 
the ad\ anced pay being allow ed to 200 labourers employed in laying 
the foundation of the new woik towards the sea. He must he dneel- 
cd with all expedition to deliver in a plan and estimate of the pioposed 
lepaus to the castle. 1 

On the 1st July 1778, in consequence of the difficulty of procuring 
labourers, tho Bombay Council dueefc : As theie is a veiy great 
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5 Principal Enqincci to Go\ L. lOtli June 1778, Pub Diaiy 73 of 1778, 130- 132. 

3 Bom Gov. Consultation 101b June 1778, Puli, Diaiy uJ of 1778, 101 - 103. 



BOMBAY TOWN 


IHistoncal 


41 A 


Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Timber, 

J778. 


Fortification 

llcpnrt, 

177'J. 


difficulty in piccming Inborn cis and materials Eor Company's vvmks, it 
is lesolvcd that a publication be issued pi ululating any' neiv piivnte 
buildings to be uudci taken or ebunam burnt till pei mission is again 
given toi tliat puiposc 1 

The new fortification paymastei lepoitiug that 60 coigo of Ba«sem 
timber is wanted for the new woiks and that he can pin chase the same at 
Its 215 the eoi ge. Government oideied (1st July' 1778) that the timber 
al'tei boing fiist duly' suivey ed by the engineer be pm chased atcoidingly. 2 

Tlie Couit’s piotcst of the 1 Otli Maich 1778 led to the submission 
of tlie following detailed lepoit by the piincipal engineei, dated the 
2 8 i’ll Apiil 1779 : Having matuiely' eonsideied the picscnt state of 
the foitihcations, togethci with then defeets and the best method to 
lcmedy the same, 1 now, agieeahle to the Honouiahle Company's 
commands of the 19th Mai eh 1778, lay' hcfoie y'om Honour my' 
thoughts and proposals lelativ'e to this subject I shall point out the 
diffeienl woiks ncce=taiy’ to be uudci taken m oidei to lendci these 
foitihcations as complete as then oiigmal conshuction wall admit m 
oi del to prat tlie same m the best possible state of defence. The pic- 
sent extent of om esplanade is only 600 vaids fioni the ■.alient angle 
of the Fnncc's bastion and 400 y'aids fiom Foie Geoige So fai 
fioni tins distance liemg sufficient it is baielv half tlie distance 
lequucd. In Ins letter to the Honourable Boaid m 1768 Lieutenant- 
Colonel Campbell expicssly recommends that to the distance of 800 
yards tlie esplanade be denied of all buildings and using giounds 
Tins distance i= undoubtedly the least which ought to be denied 
Supposing an enemy' fanly landed and lodged in the subuibs at the 
distance the buildings now stand, he will have the advantage of being able 
to open his ticnchcb on the salient angle of the Thince's bastion 200 yaids 
ncaiei the place than he could if the esplanade was of a piopci extent 
Again, opposite Foit Geoige, an enemy lias it m his power to ciect 
lutteues under eovci of the buildings at the distance of 4 00 yaids, a 
vei\ r convenient distance foi Ins fiist Inltenes He will lmc tlie 
advantage of foiming small paiks of aitillcij' for the supply of the 
attacks close to the opening of the tienehes which could not be done if 
the esplanade extended to 1OO0 vaids fioni the foi tifications. 'fins 
nearness would gicatly facilitate his vvoik®, particulaily the cneum- 
fclaucc ot his being able to supply his battciics with stoics tiom that 
slioit distance For wdicn the esplanade is eleaicd to the distance 
which it ought to bo, the enemy will then have to bung Ins stoics to 
the salient angle of the Pnnce’s bastion at least 40U yaids fuither 
lliau he lias at piescnt and 601) yaids fuithei to his attack on Foit 
Geoige, a uicumstance which cannot £iil gicatly to add to the fatigue 
of an Euiopcan enemy m this climate dui mg a siege In stunt tlie 
jucseut small esplanade would enable an enemy to save both time and 
men m lus attacks It is almost needless, to mention tlie gieat 
advantage an enemy' would leap fiom being able to keep the best part 
of lus aimy vindei covci of tlie houses at so slioi t a distance ieady' to 


1 Dnm. Gos Consultation 1st July 1778, rub. Dnrj 74 of 1778,510. 

s Bom Gov. Diary 1st July 1778, Tub Diary 74 of 177S, 510-511. 
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support the ticnclies whenever any considciablc eallj" is made fiom the 
gamson upon any of his works. As the great object dining a siege 
is as long as possible to keep the enemy at a distance and to throw 
cvciy obstacle m his nay in order to obstruct or letaid his works, the 
having an esplanade of a piopci extent is one of the gicat means for 
effecting this purpose. Aftei what I have advanced I believe tboie 
can lemain no doubt that our esplanade is by much too small and that 
it consequently ought to he cnlaiged. I theieforc gi\c it as my 
opinion that as soon as possible tlie whole esplanade should he 
cleaied of all buildings to the distauco of 1000 yards fiom every part 
of the foititicatious, that is 400 yaids further than at pic<=ent fionrihe 
salient angle of the Pnnce’s bastion and 600 yaids further on the ridge 
of Dongn lull Stiietly speaking the distance of 10 JO yaids is less than 
is gcneially allowed, but the making it of gi eater extent would biing 
on an enormous expense. Nothing but the most absolute necessity 
could make me pioposc to extend the esplanade to the distance of 
1000 yaids. But as tlie enemy will then have all his matomls and 
stores to bung upwaids of 400 yaids to the place of his fhsl batlcues, 
I judge m such a climate this 400 yaids will prove sulliciently 
fatiguing. Upon this esplanade tlieic should afterwaids on no account 
he pciimtted to remain any buildings tices or hedges, oi m geneial any 
thing whatever that may in the least mtcicopt the view, and the high 
sand-bank by Back Bay ought to be cntnely levelled m such a manner 
that tlie cannon of the place may scour every part of the sandy beach. 

While the esplanade is dealing away to the abovementioned 
distance, the following woiks should be earned into execution • The 
caseraated ledoubt in fiont of the envelope of Foil Gcoigo should be 
completed ; all the ditches of this foil palisaded, the drawbridges 
completed, and, in general, everything done to put Fort Gcoige in a 
most thoiouoh state of defence. The cascmatcd ledoubt within the 
adtancod redoubt of the lino of communication should be made along 
t he whole of the said line and completed on the cast side and palisaded- 
the Mundvibasbon and its inteiior cavaliei, the lunette by the Mtlndvi' 
basnon, casemates for the garrison and a bomb-proof hospital m 
Moody bay should be completed ; the cast emtain of the castle icquires 
to l o somewhat raised; the dock pier should be earned out a little 
fuithcr to take offthc great swell wdiich at piescnt dunng the mon- 
soon incommodes the dock gates, and a battery be placed on the dock pier 
Ihioughout the cover t way traveiscs should be made and places 

m u i re * cnt ® 1 1 in e «8l«. The Banian and Moor bastions 
should be altered agiccablc to Colonel Campbell's plan and proposals m 
oi der to bung a flanking five outlie trees of tlie Cumberland, HoC and 
Chuich bw elms of which they aio at present deficient. Small bridges of 

o£ U K MrtIl front M bo dog at ta , t 


Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Fortification 

lieport, 

1779. 



*110 


11031 BAY TOWS 


[tTirtorical 




Cliaptei IV- 

Fortifications 
and Buildings 

l'cirtifii ‘itinn 
III port, 
J7T" 


c»scnv\fcd redoubts in flif re entering nugles of tlie envelope of the 
nut (li front i-lioiilcl lie completed. A 1 , laid tlmvn in Colonel Lnmiil>*ll - 
plan and pmpn-rtl h\ tli.it gentleman tlie forwnid ledimbl r-ltmiM U; 
iwU.tnctd on the capital of Granhy’f- mehn # J lut is a work 1 think 
highly neoe-Mry a- it will greatly di-tuib and annoy an enemy during 
hi‘< attack upon the cajiita! of any of the out woiks between the Chinch 
and Harm gate*. At the tame time I am of opinion tint Gianli\ J s 
ravelin is «o much lctred that the distance lie tween it and the salient 
angle of Ilodges’ ravelin is 7(10 vauls and from the Curobciland 
ravelin °00 yards, and from the s-alient angle of the envelope on the 
capital of the Bunco's tnstion upwanls of 11U0 amid-. Tin- po-ilion 
hn« tlie dis ulv. outage tint besides tlie redoubt's fire being vei y 
oblnjue tlie c o\ oral distances are Mich as would make its execution 
vm ineonsideiable. I would therefore propose that as before suggested 
» redoubt of tbe <-ame constmction lie advanced on the Church Gate 
ravelin. A ledouht thus situated would have all the advantages of 
the propo-od Graiihy ledoubt to a much greater dogice. It would be 
viewed moio in levcrso from any of the s lhent angles of the outworks 
that might lie attacked and consequently prove moie ob-liuctivc to tlie 
enemy’? woiks. It would he 37r> yards nearer those outworks than 
the Granby redoubt Consequently its fire would do moie execution 
nnd would" give a smartei and moie ducct fire on the burying gioimd 
and the lwacli wlncli is much wanted, and it will lw licttcv flanked and 
supported from the collatoial fronts. T thercfoie give it as my 
opinion that a ledoubt advanced on the Chuicti Gate ravelin is essen- 
tially neccPsii v and of the greatest utility dining a siege by very 
effectually ohstuicling the enemy's works and retarding lus piugre-s 
towards any of the outwoiks of the vve«t front. 2vor can an enemy 
can y on lus attack with any piobabditv of success till he is in pos- 
session of the said redoubt which will serve greatly to lengthen the 
defence. For the same reasons I am further of opinion that the 
icdouht ought to be placed at the distance of 50 toises or alwiit 100 
ytuds from the said capital of the Chuioli ravehu I have taken 
the liberty to point out these woiks as c-scnlial and if yom Ilonom 
shall he pleased to give me oidei for that puiposc I wall endeavour to 
carry them into execution ns speedily as possible 

I have never yet been able to complete the 3000 men ordered At 
present the want of near 500 men lias pi evented me going on with 
the levelling of the i camming part of the esplanade and building 
the magazine m the Ms'mdn bastion Wien complete the 3000 vvoik- 
mcn aic sufficient only foi earning on the woiks last oulored. Thcie 
is then not a man for canying into execution any one of the essential 
woiks mentioned in this letter. It will thciefoic be ncces«,uy to 
state wlmt number of workmen would be required to complete the 
fortifications, m evciy pait at once Mcn , 

Completing Tort Goorgo 200 

Line of Communication .... . ... 0»0 

Completing tlie nltcmtion of tlie M.lndvi Thstion and Pudd- 
ing a inngu/inc in its gorge together with a lunette by the 
M's side .... . COO 

Making the easemated homh-proofs m Monifj Hij and 
raising the curt uu m the Castle ... , GW 
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Men 

Completing the Dock Tier ... . . ... 300 

Altmng the Banian Bastion .. . ... COO 

Do 3Ioni (lo. . . ... 500 

Completing the Em elope of the Noitli fiont ...' 300 

Building the ath anccil lledoubt on tho Capital of the Church 
Gate llavclm ... ... ... ... . ... 500 

Total ... 3950 

To be employed on the ivories noiv under oidors .. 3000 

Gtand Total G950 
The total number requited to work on every part o£ the fortifications 
would be 6950 Even then none aie allowed foi deepening the ditches 
of the Hodges and Cumberland ravelins or those of the envelope of the 
noitli front. But, as I gicatly fear, and from experience am very 
certain, that we shall not be able to got together so great a body of 
workmen, I beg leave to piopose that the total woikmento he employed 
in future lie fixed at 5000 This would represent a monthly expense 
of Es. 30,000 exclusive of stoics and mateiials which would amount to 
about Es. 20,000 a month more. As my accompanying estimate 
computes the expense of completing the whole of the fortifications to 
amount to Es 1,22,080, the time for completing the whole if 5000 
men wcie employed would he about 24 months and this only pionded 
no interruption happens The necessity for securing the open space 
between the Castle and the dock was absolute. Part of the line between 
the bandar and the Castle was ontiiely open. By the battery now 
building between the Castle and the bandar pier, the opening towards 
the dry dock and mud dock is powerfully flanked and secured, and as 
the plan of seeming the docks by overlapping the two piers, as proposed 
by Colonel Campbell, would have gicatly injured our dock, it is 
Unadvisable to put it in practice. The reason why our diy as well as 
our mud docks would become useless, should that part of the plan he 
caincd into execution, is that every tide a certain quantity of mud 
would settle within the basin and hefoie the ontianee of the dock. 
This would eitlici choke up tho entrance or involve heavy dealing 
charges. By putting my scheme into execution, which has aheady been 
appiovcd bj* your Honourable Boaid, this inconvenience will be pie- 
vented as I propose the pier being built on niches by which meanB 
as the watci will still continue m motion no mud can settle behind 
the battery so as to prejudice the mud dock. I have also proposed by 
lengthening the south pier to secure the dock gates from the violence 
of the swell which during tho monsoons greatly incommodes them, and 
as it is conveniently situated for flanking the Castle I have pioposed to 
place a battery thereon The end of the bandar pier becomes a very 
complete battery both for flanking and annoying any ships that may 
attempt an attack opposite to the Castle, and the frontage between the 
bandar pier and the dock is secured by a battery forming a re-entering 
angle which is to be built on arches in Older that the motion of the 
watci may continue ns before By proposing this altciation in the 
foi mer plan I do not mean to lessen its merits, the construction of 
which could it he carried into execution is altogether excellent. But 
tho objections aheady mentioned could he well known only to a peison. 
n -4 S3 —53 
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who constantly icsides in the spot and whose ohsenations on the tide, 
and the mannoi the mud is thrown up in that part can nairautmy 
diffei mg f i om the foi mcr plan In building the eremailln e work I w as 

necessitated to make an opening m the le-entenng angle fionting the 
custom house foi the convenience of boats bunging their merchandize 
close up to the landing place. It would ha\e beenieij*piopci to have 
begun the alterations of the Moor and Banian bastions during the 
fan season while the watei in the ditches is yet very low and conse- 
quently the foundations might be dug and laid with gieatei case. But 
tins is totally out of my’ power ns a sufficient number of woikmen can- 
not be got at pie c ent to cany on so many works at once Unless j'oui 
Honour shall think piopei to increase their numboi, I am therefoic 
undei the disagreeable necessity of defenmg the essential woiks as 
well as the redoubt on the capital of the Chinch Gate ravelin till next 
diy season when the woiks by the seaside will be so far completed as to 
admit of the men being taken & om them and put to other woiks In the 
estimate uluch accompanies this lettei the expense of removing the 
houses for onlaiging the esplanade is not included, neithei is the expense 
of the lcmoial of the houses within the town wlicie the casemates for 
the gaiiison aie to be built I have estimated each woik at as low a 
rate as possible Allowances must be made should the result not exactly 

answer as the prices of materials very often incicasc in a way which 
tannot be foieseen. 

I shall now proceed to leport to youi Honourable Boaid the piogress 
of the fortifications since my last letlei. At the cicmaillere woik 
thiec new faces have been moic than thiee-quaiteis completed, more 
than half of the parapets of other tlnte faces have been raised, and 17 
new stone platfoims have been laid This eicmaillcie woik has an extent 
of 1300 feet and upwaids faced with equal cut stones and lampavt behind, 
32 feet m Ineadth along the whole extent, eveiy atom of the materials 
foi which extensive woik has been biought fiom great distances. I 
flatter myself that, pi muled no impediment of any sort intei venes, I 
shall be able totally to complete this woil: by the end of next Septembei . 
At the batteiy between the Castle and the Inndar piei a cm tun 450 
feet m length has been brought up, the lampait half filled, and its 
letaining wall (laiscd) to one-tliiid of its intended height. Pait of 
the foundation foi the Bandar pier battery has been laid, but this 
battery togethei with the dock piei batteiy and the batteiy between 
the Bandai pier and the dock are woiks which will neccssauly go on 
vciy slowly as the foundation can be laid only during spring tide, 
unless it be done by voiking with caissons which would make those 
woiks extiemely expensive All the picis of the casemates under the 
Dock bastions are biought up and the wooden centies for building the 
niches on aio fixed. The coveit way and the glacis all round Hie 
Cumbeilnnd ravelin and place of arms by the Hodges* ravelin have 
been entnely new built and completed and palisaded all lound; this 
covert way and glacis extend upwaids of 1200 feet. A new batteiy 
of eight pieces of cannon has been made bcfoie the Bandar pier which 
secures the Bandar piei itself as also the opening between the Bandai 
piei and the dock. Twelve new wooden platforms have been laid on 
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the old battery which was (removed) last rains and the whole of 
the. said battery lepaired to make the same serviceable in ease of any 
attempt by an enemy before the other work could be finished. On 
the envelope of the north front 38 now wooden platforms have been 
laid which has put that work in a most respectable state of defence. 
The parapets of Prince’s bastion have been repaired all round and twelve 
new platforms have been laid in the said bastion The cavalier of 
Prince’s bastion has been lepaired and ten new platforms laid on the 
said cavalier. The cavalier of the Banian bastion has been lepaired and 
six new platforms laid on the said cavalier. Ten new embrasures have 
been opened in the curtains for the defence of the salient angles 
opposite the several ravelins and seven new platforms have been laid 
on the said curtains On the ltoyal bastion twenty new plalfoims have 
been laid in the 100 m of twentj' which were unseinccablc At Fort 
George the small well ditch in front of the north-west bastion and the 
palisade in tlie ditch before the line of communication have been 
completed. 

Work was in progress at the following places : Fort George, line 
of communication, north fiont. Dock bastion, coveit way, and between 
the Castle and Dock. Two plans accompany this, the one No. 1 
l'opi eventing the fortifications of Bombay as they now stand together 
Avitli such works as arc pioposed to he made but Lave not yet been 
begun. The other plan No. 2 represents the state of the foitifications 
when I first took charge of the office. Your Honour null peiccivc what 
works have been complete! since the beginning of the year 1772. 
Permit me to assure your Honourable Board that I should long ere this 
have delivered in the plans and estimates ; but when T first received the 
order, Lieutenant-Colonel Keating was then cluef engineer and was 
daily expected fiom the north. I was tlicrcCoie in holies that on Ins 
arrival Colonel Keating would have done it himself as notwithstanding 
the order it was a difficult point for me to form an estimate of works 
which in all probability Colonel Keating was himself to have executed. 
After his amval the situation of his affairs prevented him fiom foim- 
ing an estimate. As I was then ordered to sit on a general Court- 
martial which lasted the whole of that seasou it was not possible foi 
me to do anything besides carrying on the works then in hand And 
as about that time the Maratha war had made timber much dearer than 
usual, I was appiehcnsivo that an estimate then foimed would have 
proved inaccmate Since that time I have not till veiy lately had 
any tolevable assistance for drawing the plans fail. As those gentlemen 
who could have assisted me have necessarily been otherwise employed, 
my own continued attention in seeing the works canied into execution 
having (hitherto) afforded me but little time to stay at home m 
order to delineate those designs Still as no time has been lost in 
carrying on the works, I hope your Honour will excuse it Id the 
Honourable Company’s commands dated 19th Marchl778, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Keating appeals to have given it as his opinion that no 
engineei could superintend moic works than may be done for Its. 35,000 
a month. I cannot otherwise than believe that his real meaning must 
be tlic charges of aitificcis and labouieis only and that the amount of 
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the cost of matoiials must be cxclusiic of that sum, pai ticulailj ps 
tlic expenses during- the year 1770-71 amounted one month with 
nnotlici to Rs. 5,00,000. 1 humbly l>eg leave to cxpiots my thanlcs for 

the appointment of Lieutenant- Colonel ancl clnel engineer of tins 
Pie'-idency The high sen^c I justly entertain of this favoui is Mich as 
must necessarily prompt me on c\eiy occasion to peifoim my duty 
with all imaginable zeal for the scrtice of my Honourable Employcis. 

On the 2Stli April tbe Board oideicd that copies of tins letter 
together with the estimates and plans be transmitted to the Com t of 
Dn cc Lois atul that the engineei he poimitted to entertain as many 
woikmcn n«- lie can procui or 

Ucgni ding cleaning the ditch the Bombay Diaiy of the 12th May 
1779 has the following: Tins being the season for cleaning (he ditch 
and the principal cngmeoi icquesfiiig by letter that 10UU men lie 
employed for that service, it is lesohed that the ncccsraiy oiJcrs be 
gi\ on aceoi dingly 5 

In 1775 the Couit oidcied tint no Eutopcan should inspect the 
foitification«. On the 27th May they wnto* It is oiu express 
command that no Euiopean, covenant servant of the Company 
excepted, be hcncofoi Hi permitted either in time of peace oi w at to 
\iew or inspect any of the foihlications, defences, docks, oi ai«enals 
at j om settlement on any account or pictcnce whatem. Noi shall 
any poison be «uffeicd to make any drawing or take any plan of any 
public woik, foitihcation, oi dockyaid, without license m willing 
fiom the Govcinoi foi the time being, fust obtained foi tlial puipose * 

Bercuing to Majoi Spaeth's pioposal to do moie woik to the dam 
at Cassoy cicck the Bomiuy Diaiy has the following notice In mu 
present distic^ foi money wc cannot afford to lay out so considerable 
a sum on a pioject tlic success of which must be unceitam It is 
theiefoie ic=olml foi the pie*cnt to entiicly suspend the execution of 
the woik proposed by Major Spactli at Causey (Ktisln) cicek. 5 

Rcgaiding the cleaning the ditch the puncipal engineer Lieutenant- 
Colonel Nikon makes the follow lug pioposAl on the 135th Januaiy 
17S0 landing that, besides lcmouuglhc mud which Ins been mostly 
done by the new foi lificalion cai ts, the cleaning the ditch has foi these 
Ihico ycais past cost about Rs 6000 a yen, I have been led to considci 
whether such expense might not he lessened Towardb the end of 
1777 I did myself the honour to piopose to voiu Honourable Boaid 
to haie twelic boats built which by being employed in cleaning the 
ditch would moie effectually peifoim this seivice than at picsent, as 
ten meu m each boat would be sufficient and being employed foi tluec 


1 Principal Engineer to G overmuent, Annl 1779, Secret and Pol. Diary 20 of 177a, 
455-400. 

3 Bom Gov. Consultation 25th April 1779, Pnli Dm] 77 of 1779, 274 

3 Bombay Diary 12 th May 1779, Puli Diarj 75 of I77't, 257 • 

4 Court to Bombay 2/tuMay 1779 paraJS Pali Dep Court’s Lctlcis VoL 10 if 
177S-1782, ICC- 103. Comp of Standing Ord Yol 2 of 1759- 17fa8, 200, 

‘Bom Got. Consultation 13th Oct 1779, Pul) Diaiy 7fi of 1770, 583. For details 
regarding this dam sec Bombay Tot ii Matciial", Yn], J ill . Ho. 
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months would amount to no more than Es. 2100, all materials included, 
which would he a yearly saving of at least Es. 3600. The estimate of 
these boats to be built in the maunc yard was Es. 300 each ; the whole 
twelve will then amount to Es. 3600, which by this method of cleaning 
the-town ditch is paid by the savings in one year. I thciefoic beg leave 
to leanest that your Honour will be pleased to give oideis for the 
'abovemcntioncd boats to bo built in the maimo yaid as soon as possible. 1 

On receipt of the above letter from the principal engineer, the 
Board, on the 26th January 1780, observe : On consideration of his 
proposal foi building flat-bottom boats for the purpose of cleaning the 
ditch leeouise is had to our pioeeedings under the 32nd of October 
1777, n hen this project was befoic discussed and then given up. As 
the expedients then pioposed would have been attended with constant 
expense and considerable trouble, as the cost of the boats now 
recommended will by the engineer's statement be saved m one year, 
and as m llic present situation of affairs flat-bottomed boats nay be 
requited for other services, it is resolved to accept the engineers 
pioposal and to gii e ordeis for the boats being immediately constiucted " 

On the 23rd Apul 1780 Lieutenant-Colonel Lawience Nil son, 
principal engineer, submits the following progiess report: In 
obedience to the commands of your Honouiable Boaid I have now the 
honoui to lay before you a lcpoit of the progiess of the works since 
my last, as also the piescnt state of the foitifications. The cremailleie 
woilc lias been completed and wants only a few traveises and a barrier 
gate. The new battery to the south of the Castle has been completed. 
The Bandar pier battery has been carried on as much as the springtides 
would admit; two faces of this batteiy and five of its embiasmes aic 
almost completed ; the tedious manner of woikmg at low water mark 
at spungtidcs makes it uncertain when this battery can be finished. 
The Dock bastion has been entnely completed; the magazine under it 
has been now flooied and lepaiicd, all the casemates under the said 
bastion poifectly finished, and a laige chain made to carry the water of 
the marine yaid during the rains, which pi events it failing into the 
dock ; fifteen cmbrasiues have been opened in the old woiks wheie 
they \\ cic most wanted. The lunette by the Mciudvi bastion is more 
than half completed I make no doubt this work will be finished by the 
31st of August. The Mdndvi bastion is carrying on as fast as possible ; 
the rcictment of its new face is now hi ought up five feet above its 
foundation. A large quantity of stone and materials has been laid up 
in leadiucss to cany on tbe casemates m Moody's bay; the foundation 
of the pieis for a sail ypoi t leading to the lunette has been laid. A 
batlardcau or stop-watei by the lunette is almost completed. The 
count ci scarp of the new ditch before tbe east face of the Mandvi bastion 
and envelope of the 1101 th fi out has been neaily completed. The lough 
wall neai the t ca before the lino of communication to Foil Geoi ge is about 
half completed and a range of banacksare built for the soldieis towaids 
the land side. A tcnace has been laid on the east bastion of Foi t George 
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to cover the magazine under the paid bastion to picvent it being damp 
A pet of cook rooms and ncce?=ancs for the soldieis liarc been completed 
and the space between the envelope and the foit paved, an exeat ation 
lias also been made in the outward ditch for the intended well 
belund the coionct. 

On the esplanade a laigc hank of Fand has boon removed, and . . . . 
superficial square feet of giound iu front of Fort George hat e been 
lctcllcd. A large quantity of matenals has been laid up for carrying 
on the alterations of the Banian and Mooi bastions. The foundation 
of the counterscarp of tlio former is now' begun and the leietmcnfc 
of the same will shoitly he started. Tlnee laigc dams lmc been 
made near the Banian bastion foi kecjring out the water in order to 
cany on that work. 

The piescnt state of this fortification may bo thus summarised • A ' 
good part of the esplanade has still to lie levelled, as the piesent 
buiying ground cannot be removed, and as part of the Fand banks 
neai the sea yefc i cm run as the people lately employed theicon have been 
moved to entry on the alterations of the Banian and Mooi bastions 
The following woiks icmam to be begun • The advanced ledoubt on the 
capital of the Church Gate ravclrn. The casemates neai the Stanhope 
bastion. Two battaideaus oi stop-wateis The Dock pici batteiy 
The battery lietwecn tlio Bandar pier and the dock. The cascmatcd 
ledoubt within the advanced ledoubt of the line of communication to 
Fort Geoige. The small bridges of communication to the diffeicnt 
out-woiks The places of aims and t laicises in tlie covert way. Tlnee 
small cascraated ledoubts in the rc-entcnng angles of tlie envelope of 
the north fiont. The lepairs of tlie glacis by the Apollo gate. I he 
alterations by the Bazdi Gate ravelin. The diaw'bndges to tlie noith 
fiont. 

The following woiks aie being carried on, but aie not finished : The 
coionct at Fort Geoige, tlie palisades, the ditches, the glacis and its 
drawbndges; the line of communication to the sea side; the Mdnd\i 
bastion ; the lunette near the Miindvi bastion , tlie magazine m the 
goigc of _ the Miindvi bastion , the casemates m Moody's bay , the 
Bandar piei battery; the alterations of the Baman bastion just 
begun; the alterations of the Mooi bastion just begun A space 
remains open between the Bandai pier and the Dock pici which I 
before proposed to secure by building a batteiy with a le-entcnng 
angle as lcpiescnted in the plan by the lettci . . m such a manner that 
the sea washing thiough the arches (on which the Paid batteiy was to bo 
built) would have pioventod any mud settling behind it On further 
consideration I find that by putting this plan into execution the said 
battery will take up so much loom that theie will not he sufficient left 
for the ships to lay on the liai d behind it and it will be lather inconvenient 
to bring them lound from the opening at the setter (centre?). As 
my constant endeavour is to regulate the means of the defence of this 
place in such a mannei as not to prejudice it materially m a point of 
so much consideration, instead of my former pioposal, I do now 
propose a floating battery in such a mannei as to be placed or lcmoved 
to the space It between the Bandar pier battery and tlie Dock pier 
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This will effectually secuic the opening and at the same time cover the 
docks and remove every objection which any other mode of defending 
this spot might occasion, by icndciing its present great utility to the 
shipping less complete. I therefore request your Honours oidcrs for 
commencing the said floating battery as soon as possible. Having had 
chnige of carrying on the works for some ycais 3 liaie ever found by 
expei ience that cliunam is never to be had in sufficient quantities till 
the end of December or the beginning of Jnnuaiy. As the cliunam laid 
in store before the rains is generally expended by the end of September, 
little woilc can be done dining October Novembei and December. As 
the people employed in burning the cliunam have not hitherto begun 
to bum any till the end of November, and even then in small quantities 
I have to request your Honourable Board will issue an order that the 
burning the chunam wanted for the use of the new fortifications do 
commence by the beginning of October every 3 r ear. Bj- this means a 
much gieatei quantity of w’ork wall be completed each season. 

With this accompanies a duplicate of my plan and estimate delivered 
last year. I have now corrected the estimate in some places and 
excluded the works then lcpoitcd to he finished. The quantity of 
sand and earth to be removed on the esplanade licing much move than 
was then calculated, the expense of lcmoviug the same must unavoidably 
be moie than what had been mentioned therein. 

The following aie the diffciont places where masonry and other 
woik has” been executed: Port George; the line of communication; 
Mdndvi Bastion; lunette by the Mdndvi bastion; casemates in 
Moody’s hay; ciemaillere W T Oik; Hornby’s battery; Bandar pier 
battery ; Dock bastion; Town walls; Staubope bastion; North 
front ; the Esplanade. 

The woikmen have lately decreased so much that it is at picscnt 
with the gieatest difficulty I can carry on all the W'orks now r in hand, 
but am m great hopes the men will slioilly return. 

I humbly request your Honourable Boaid will ho pleased to take 
into consideration my application made last year in favour of the 
Captains of the Engineer Corps and hope your Honour will recommend 
to the Honourable the Court of Diiectois tlmt their request may be 
complied with. 1 * 

Copy of this report was ordered to he EOnt to the Court by the 
JTatckc , 3 
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Section II— Military Artificers. 

The frequent ie£ei cnees to ill-built and unserviceable plalfoi me gun* 
coinages and otbei appliances, to failuits of constnichon, to defects 
in matcnal, the snipping miscalculations as to time and cost m forti- 
fying Bomba}', the difficulties found in conducting the siege of Tliuna, 
the delays even bcfoic Yc=dva, leave an impicssion of slackness and 
inefficiency, if not of eonuptness, on the part of the iesponsihlc authoi- 
ltics On one leading cause of these failuics, the difficulty of procui- 
mg shilled craftsmen, the records aie generally silent Like the 
climate the charactci of the workman Eeems to have been considcicd an 
unavoidable evil, complaint lcgarding which was unavailing, How 
cnppling w’as this want of efficient caipcntcis sawyers blacksmiths and 
other aihsans is shown in detail in a report addicted to the President 
in 1776 by Ensign Hcmy Witman Mi Witman's lcport has two 
fmtlici elements of inteicst, one general the other special The point 
of general inteicst is the light its details throw on the conditions wliieli 
gave rise to and which explain the slave oi helot position of the Hindu 
craftsman, suggesting slaveiy not intcrmainagc as the loot of the 
degradation of the aihsan or Eo-called mixed castes of Manu The point 
of special intci est m the report is that it is apparently the origin of the 
formation of the distinguished coips, whoso value lias to oiten been 
piovcd, the Bombay Bcgiment of Sappers and Miners 

On the 11th Fcliiuaiy 1776 Ensign Henry Witman writes to the 
Picsidcnt From the different services I have been employed upon since 
my arrival m this countiy I have observed a veiy gieat want of pioper 
artificeis wluch might be attended with the vvoisf of consequences, 
especially in case of distant seivice. To remedy this a plan has occiu- 
led to me, which I now' beg lca\c to submit to }our consideration. 
Should it meet with youi approbation I flattci m}self you will lay the 
same befoie the Board, and aff oid me your support for can} ing it into 
execution. 1 

It is the custom m Gcimany with every Prince who maintains a 
body of troops to have a company of aihsans to every battalion of 
aitillciy In time of peace oi whilst the army is in gauison these 
aihsans are employed in the aisenals lahoi atones and foundne®, making 
and piepanng ciciy kind of stoies that may he nece«saiy in time of 
wai In time of war they accompany the army and are employed in 
the lepau of arms and carnages, in shoit m all the vanous occasions 
which daily anse m anaimy for aihficeis of cveiy diffeicnt occupation 
Besides this the aitiFans ai c kept in constant discipline, and in action oi in 
sieges such as aie not immediately wanted on works, become an addi- 
tion to the stiength of the army by acting with the aitilleiy Fiom 
my observations in the diffeient employments and sei vices I have been 
engaged m, theie seems to me no improvement that could be adopted in 
the military system of the Honourable Company at once so beneficial 
and impoitantas the establishment of such a company, which w ould go fai 
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I o wauls lemcdymg several disadvantages the service now labours under 
both in garrison and m the Held. To a person who has had opportuni- 
ties o£ observing the dift'eieut branches of service, the utility- of such a 
company must be at once so striking that theic would be no occasion to 
point it out. But as you, Sir, may not have had all these neces.-aiy 
oppoi lumtics I will endeavour to make jou sensible of the seieial 
advantages that would arise and the defeels that might be remedied by 
the establishment m question 

To give you a moie pi eerie idea of the need of a company of aitisans T 
shall begin with the defects 1 have ohscived in the held which it might 
remedy a nd shall then show- the several advantages suchacoips w ouhl sccuie 
during the time of «ci vice. Every person must allow it to he a great di'acl- 
\antage hurthening an aimy with a number of follow cd. that are wholly 
useless in time of action r J his must ever be the ca c e when Indian aiti- 
ficeis aic to be employed The little woilc they aic capable of doing 
lcndeis it necessary to have a great numliei of them Add to this that 
almost every carpenter must have his mail oi Irirjrin to move, carry, and 
turn the piece of timber lie is at woilc upon. In c hml fiom what I have 
observedof the ditfei cnee between an Indian and an able European aililieci , 
1 am confident I may advance with safety that with Eiuopeans, where 
theic aic six poisons at present, llioie need be only one. Besides their 
inability, the timidity oi the Indian aitificeisis tlic causo of gicat delay 
in woilc. I have seen them when they hcaid the wlnz of a shot oi saw 
the dust of one, though at twenty yards distance, down goes their tools 
and away they i nn And it is only by foi ce, threats, pi omises, and pci sua- 
sion that after much time lost you can bring them hack to the work. 
AYe have ncvci yet had any opportunity of obsciving it, ns all our 
operations have been slioil sieges wlicie the nitifieois were unmolested 
by tlie enemy "But should it happen that m a campaign whcic llic 
army w-ould have to mai cli, it should he liniasscd and a £ew r of them 
killed, oi weie they to be evpo'-cd to any great inconveniences, tlic Indian 
artificers who have no predilection to any party, no point of honour to 
lose, no consequences to fear fiom dcnnlion, and have always a moilal 
avcibion to going on soivice, I am much inclined to think w-ould take 
every opportunity of quitting us, and thus exceedingly distress the 
aimy. If you oppose to this the baring men of courage who rvould 
rvoik at a battery in the tliickcst lire of an enemy, men bound to you 
being of the same nation and mannois by the point of honour and 
the fear of death, tlie security and advantage ansing by baring such 
men with an army in the field would almost of itself bo a sufiieient 
iccommcndation, without considering that m case of action these men 
are of real addition to our strength by engaging, whereas the others 
only rvoaken us by then- number and the confusion and delays which 
their fears aic ever liable to create After all when you have- the native 
artificer, their work of every kind is so miserably executed that it is 
almost useless The smiths so burn then iron- in rvorking it that it is" 
quite rvealc in comparison with well rvrouglit iion ; so that a person rvlio 
knorvs native smiths is obliged to order every thing of laigor dimensions 
than would be neces&ai y, if it rvas well wrought, which makes their rvorkR 
heavy and unwieldy besides occasioning a greater consumption of mate- 
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nal 5 The caipcntcia* woik it- if possible woi-etlian the smiths owing 
paitly to their caidc^noss anil paitly to their want of ®kill I ha\e had 
many opportunities of Feeing tins both on then oik® and in ®emco At 
the late «iegc of Tln'inn the plat foi ms wcic so badly const i acted that 
it i\a® a groat hindiance to the pomcc The caipenteis were c\er 
jepamng some of them After five or six discharge® they became useless 
again, and this cutnoly owing to the want ot skill as the materials 
were iciy good As the whole of 1he®e caipenters aie mcie cutteis 
of wood and totally unacquainted with the construction of imlitaiy 
machine®, lliorc arises another iciy gicat lnndiauce to the oflicci who 
may have the direction of works lie is not only obliged to plan 
the woilcs hut must duect tlic caipenteis step by step even to the vciv 
lining of their woik® Again he cannot quit them with safety. It 
lie 1® m a him y to complete a woik he must absolutely stand con- 
stantly by tlie w oikincn not only to keep them to it, but to sec that they 
do not spoil the matcuals and stop the woik I have often fcch 
that notwithstanding the most repeated directions and ey cn mniking the 
line®, tlie w oikmcn either fiom caiek’s®ness 01 de®ign have spoiled a piece 
of timber in cutting it Imagine the delays this must occasion should 
theic lie necessity tor meeting scsoial woiks at once Oppose to the®o 
delay s the gi eat adi antage that would acci ue on sei nee and e®]ieci.ill y in 
siege® if the engmcei s had wroi lemon they could depend upon, to w horn t hey 
need only give a 1 eibnl dnection, 01 a di awing of what they' mean to liai e 
done ilcflcct al'o how few of tliO'-C w ho on occasion act a® cngineeis 
have any pietensionsto lxs acquainted with the mimiti.n of caipenter's 
woik® I’oi, though eveiy man who wishes to excel in this piofe®sion 
would endeavour to make himself so, I beg leave to leinaik the few 
oppoitumtics that a young man who entcis the Company "® ®eivicc and 
is to gam lus knowledge in India, has of making himself pioficient m 
mechanics 

Uc®idc= the badness of then woik anotlici gieat ob|cchon to Indian 
aitificers is that there aie many necc®faiy woik® wh cli they cannot do 
at all Foi example, at Thrina the bed of a J i-incli mortal was 
biokeu and foi want of piopei eaipentei® to lepan it, it was quite 
usele's In all the suA’icc® lntliei to eveiy kind of milifaiy' store that 
wa® necessaiy lia® lieen dneclly Font fiom Bombay These service® wcic 
Irat fhoit and our communication was open with the rca lint suppose 
the tu my should evoi undeitake a leal campaign and have to besiege 
a place fai inland Should it bo nece =aiy to lepair a lnoken gun-coi- 
nage, the bed of amoitar, to make and elect elievanx-de-fiize®, icpnii the 
locks, stocks, bayonelp, oi i aimed® of the foMiois’ aims, make scaling 
laddeis, fuses foi shell®, and petards with many other articles that might 
be mentioned, I fancy there would not be found any- Indian artificer 
equal to these works On the otbei hand to cairyspaie aiticles of eveiy 
kind m any consideiable quantity would be veiy cumbcisome and 
expensive exclusive of the fact that it is not possible to aseeitam 
precisely' .Iiow many you may' want Admitting this there aie othei 
w'oiks that may' be ncce«sniy winch I will be bold to say the operation® 
of tlie army must Ixi at a stand foi if they' have only' the Indian 
aitificers to depend on 
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Without entering into minutiic the above will be sufficient to 
point out the disndx outages an nimv Inborn uii(h*r with only Indian 
nilificuis, all which a compilin' of Etnopoan artisans would 1 cmed y. 
I shall onto agum lemnik that to ha\e your woikinen soldicis aKo 
in case of need is no small advantage consideimg of how few men 
our Indian armies aie composed Arid to this that on the tenns I 
could procure them the pay of the mtilicei'> on an expedition would 
not amount to 111010 than a thud of what it does atpiOMint ami I 
believe them will he no occasion to insist fin Hut on the prefoience 
that i«? to he given to European artificeis in the field In gnn ison 
I apprehend this company would not lie less useful for many occa- 
sions tlmn in the field. Alpre-ont who have (he Company to repair 
the sold 101 arm« V None of the natives are equal to it. The Com- 
pany are glad to catch at csei}' common blacksmith that comes out 
among 1 he reemits and put him in the stoics. Kew good artists J 
believe need quit .such a country ns England, and the iepnii.s that I 
have seen given to the musqiicfs com income Hint the English aiticans 
now employed novel walked ns gunsmiths. 1 'esides the oflieeib nic 
often in the greatest distress when the one or two in the .stores get 
in liquor, slny away or nre sick, which is very frequently the case ; 
and the want of hands obliges linen to instruct some of the natives 
in some pint of the repairs. On an expedition what Kumpean 
workmen there nre are gencrully sent nwny. I leave yon to judge 
whether for want of being immediately lepnired many of the at ms 
must not rust and spoil. All tins would be remedied by having a 
number of good gunsmiths w ho so long «s the barrel lasted could keep 
every part in ns good condition as it comes from Europe. Eveiy other 
part of a soldier’s accoutrements might he made in a much lighter 
and nentci manner than they are at present. In short I apprehend 
that with these in tifiecis every store that belongs to an niscnal might 
be as well made, and the arms kept in ns good ordei and lepnir ns in 
any service in Eui ope. The Company might have a good foundry 
in Bombay not only for the casting of cannon, hut of ovoiy kind of 
brazier’s work that may ho wanted in the difleient stores. This 
would he much superior lo the heavy clum°y woik done by the countiy 
braziois, who, from their ignorance in this ait, arc also exceedingly 
tedious in tho execution of works of any size sometimes on account 
of their moulds loquiiing three weeks ora month to do what a Euto- 
pcan founder can do in tluce or lour days. The loutidry which the 
Company have at pi esont does not dcsci ve the nnine They have 
only one European in it , the only turner they lmd is lately dead ; 
and the director of the laboratory under whose cluu ge the foundry 
is, being absent, all works I believe nre nt a stand j whereas 
if there was a good foreman lo depend on with different 
workmen under him, this would not he the cnsc. In tlic 
department of tho foundry is the repair of fire engines which the 
natives cannot perform ns they do not know enough of tinning lo 
make tho brass screws. J could point out many advantages that a 
good foundry would he of both to the service and the place in 
goncial. 
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Thcic seems to merely great 100 m for improvement in tbe cni- 
pentci s’ w 01 k of all military machines. The gun eai nages aie most 
exceedmglj' clumsy and much heavier than they need to be if they 
Xk eic well constiucted Besides theie is a piopoition to lie obsei veil 
in the size of c\ cry pai t of a gun carnage according to the cabbie 
thej’ are designed loi, which the natives seem to he most pcifcctly 
ignorant of The eighteen-poundei carnages which were sent to 
Dhdi&vi wcie so nanow tliev would not lcceivc the guns The 
first wcie sent back ogam From those which aie theie now I was 
obliged to cut a little of the wood , and they are still so nauow that 
J appichend they would soon break if filed from. 1 lea\e you to 
judge of the distiess this cucumstance might have occasioned had 
these carnages been sent on an expedition Not is it the fault 
ol any gentleman who may have the duectmn of the caipenteis 
T know by expei mnee that you nmy give them even' propoxtion 
and either fiom ignoiance or caielessncss they will still do the 
work w long. Tlie platforms which should be n ell joined, level, 
and compact, when you come to put them togcthci, ai a loo*o and 
uneven, at least those I have seen sent on .seivicc have been such; 
and at Tirana the caipenteis weie obliged to even tbe cios 5 tnnbcis 
again befoie they could nail the planks on. I am sensible that it 
would exceed the bounds of this plan to have woikmen enough for 
all the military stor cs business Strll I imagine a few capable ar fists 
to join and finish the woiks would remedy all these defects 

It \\ ould tn e y our patience wns I to enter into all the particulars 
whcieiu tlie country smiths arc deficient In genciul they bum 
the lion . but in laigc woiks it is shocking to see them When they 
have got a heat, they begin lonLingut the non and consulting wlieic 
they me to strike till it is half cool and then they have not strength 
to plaj a large hammer, few exceeding 12 oi 14' pounds hut in gene- 
ral from 8 to 10 By this means they aie obliged to take a number 
of heats which bums the woik and consumes infinitely moie lion 
and coals than K necessary Besides theie are few laige w orks they 
undertake but they fail the fiist. and very often the second attempt, 
which is just so much labour and matenals lost to the Company by 
their want of skill Exclusive of the seivice the European aitisnn 
coi ps could he of m the militarj' stores, foundiy, and laboratory, 
there aie othei blanches in which they might he usefully employed 
When the foi tifications arc going foi ward they might be employed as 
oveiseeis of the caipenteis mas-ons and bnckhyeis, and being artists 
themselves they would be a check on the labourers, both to pi event 
then idleness and as to the mannei of executing thou work. Tlnee 
oi four millwrights might be engaged who could finish the 
Company's saw mill at Wailr if requisite, and also serve to keep 
the powder nulls in constant repair For want of some buch 
person I learn theie is at piesent a great impediment in making 
powder 

All the defects above pointed out both in the garrison and the 
field for want of good aitists might, I apprehend, be remedied by 
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tlic establishment m question, without londcrhig the company 
less fit to act as artillery in case or the place being besieged 01 on 
any other occasion as they might easily be kept in constant 
discipline ; and such part as ueie not wanted on woiks might also 
do gnuisou duty. 

In Germany the nrtisrns arc paid for the number of days they 
woik in their piofossions bc-ides the standing pay they receive as 
puvatc.s in the artilleiy. "When they do not work they receive 
theii common pay only I coukl engage men on these conditions 
who" would willingly woik for the same pay the Company now 
give the native amticeis in the stoics, that is what me cnllcd the 
able smiths and caipeuleis wlio leceivc fioin 11s. 10 to 11s 12 and 
the •oiisli'i'* Its. ]G the month. The company might consist of 100 
privates or more if necessary all versed in some business The 
non-commissioned officers .should be masteis or vciy able woi le- 
mon in the different tindes. I could nKo engage expci ieneed 
oflicers well veised in every branch of the artillery, such ns making 
powder, casting guns, and const i tiding cvciy kind of military 
machines uho would gladly servo as subalterns in (his company for 
the same pay that is now given to the subalterns in (lie artillery. 
The company might be kept constantly complete by recruits from 
Europe which I could annually send to London by means of ngenls 
established in Germany. Exclusive of tlicir utility to the Compnay, 
these artificers in theii difieiont branches would be of gicnt 
convenience to the place, and ns many of them would biing 
out tlicir wives and childien they might in time produce a incc 
which being pioperly timncd to their ditl'eient pi ofessions mul 
to arms would be nt once useful inhabitants and considerably add 
to the sticngth of the place in case of a siege. There aro many 
other advantages that could be poiuted out tlmt must occui to every 
one As it is on ideally our nilillery which gives us the groat 
superiority over the country Powers, esery plan that tends to 
impiovc our advantage by it would doubtless bo appiovcd by the 
Company. That the establishment of such a corps would he an 
improvement I think there is no doubt from what J have nbovo 
advanced ; but I could point out many things that me made use of 
in Germany that I have nob observed here nor indeed could they 
be piactised for want of proper artificers. 

As the late acquisition of (eniloiy may render an incicaso of 
artillery nccessai y, this would he a proper time for the establishment 
of this coips. The terms on which 1 would willingly inisc this 
company would he to have the command of it with the usual emolu- 
ments of captain of artilleiy and the l auk ns youngest captain ; 
the oflicers might he introduced ns youngest in the ditlerent classes 
they are entered in. As this plan Mould occasion nn addition of a 
company of artillery, the gentlemen whom I should supersede 
would not absolutely be wronged by it. But should this be an 
objection I would relinquish iny rise in the artillery and then tlicro 
would not be the least shadow of injustice. The olliceis who enter 
would continue their rise, nml, as a company falls vacant., would hnvo 
the picFcrence of commanding this company when it comes to tlicir 
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tom to lmvc n company Considering the trouble I shall ha\c and 
the mtoiest I must employ to get permission to bung these aitisaiib 
from Gennnny, 1 hope 1113 ’ proposal will not he thought extravagant 1 * 

On receipt of these proposals, the 13th February 1776, the 
Piesidcnt lays them before the Bnaid The Bomba}- Government 
Consultation of that da}- loconls • The President lays before us a 
lettci addressed to him bj' Ensign Witmnn, accompanying a plan for 
raising a company of nitificeis in Germany to he added to the 
battalion of mfanti y on tins establishment As no arc sensible 
man}’ good effects would attend its being carried into execution, 
it is agiccd to nfloid Mi. Witmnn a passage to Europe at the Hon. 
Company’s expense to give him an opportunity of submitting his 
plan lo them , and a copy theicof must likewise he transmitted to 
them by us with a recommendation to adopt it. - The Bugadicr 
Gcneinl gives it further as his opinion that some miners would he 
a vciy useful addition to this company which must be noticed to 
Mi. Witmnn.® 

Thiee years later, 27fch May 1770, the Comt wntc Although 
Mr Witmnn has not been successful equal to his expectations m 
engaging a whole company of artificers he has succeeded so far as 
to rnteitain above 25 men under that description 11 ho take passage 
on the ships of this season . 3 


1 Tuli Duty GO of 1770, 70-77 

: Bom Got Consultation 1.1th FlI> 1770i Puli Diniy 00 of 177G, 07 

3 Court tu Bomb ly 27th May 1779 para 20, Tub Dep Court’s Letters Vol 10 of 
1778 - 1782, 137, 
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Section 111,— Buildings. 

The fiist despatch of the Honomablc Company when Masters of the 
island (16GS) contained oidcisfor the building of a regular town. For 
weavers wlio had come fiom Clieulto Bombay houses had to be elected 
A sheet was therefoio ordcied to be built sketching £iom the custom 
hou^e (north-west of the pi esent Mint) to the foil (that is the Castle) the 
rents of wlucli it was expected would soon defray the expenses. About 
this time (16GS-69) when these houses were being built and the 
fortifications weic piessing on, arrangements were made to get timber 
and cliunam fiom Shivriji’s polls, 1 

At a Bombay Consultation, the Gtli Fcbiuary 1670, the President 
perused sevcial clauses in the Company's letter concerning the building 
of wliai f s docks and cranes, and taking m ground for a town. This being 
a work of time was lcsci ved to futuie consideration. The entry in the 
Dial 3 ' i mis • Bead the clause m the Company*.* letter touching the taking 
in giound for a town and propounded to the consideration of the 
Council whcthci it wcic a fitting lime to enter upon it now. "Where- 
upon after debale it was lesolved to defer it till the island be foi tilled 
and secured with moic men. It is a matter of gieat mipoit and will 
eciliunly laiso discontent in the inhabitants w hen their tiees t hall he 
cut down and desticn ed 2 

Rcfcning to the Jesuits’ claims on certain houses, aud to the necessity 
of providing accommodation for the Company’s servants, the Piesident 
Mr. Aungicr and Council write fiom Suiat to Bombay in Fcbruaiy 
1G71 : Touching the Jesuits’ demands of the warehouse by the 
custom house, w T e desire you give them notice that w r e cannot suricndei 
any giound oi bouse to them until fiulliei order fiom the Company. 
T\ r e aie sensible of what st.i eights the Company’s servants aie put to for 
want of loom. "We thciefoic would liai o you build a convenient bouse 
or tw r o between the custom house and the fort (apparently nenr the silo 
of the picsent Town Hall) equal with tlio custom house, to which ciul 
you may draw' off woikmen from the foit until the raid houses aie 
finished "We would have these houses built conveniently f. nr and huge, 
and we pray lake care that they stand the Company m as little as may bc.“ 

In the next month, 1st March 1071, the Siuat Council resume 
"What w r c wrote concerning the Jesuits’ pietenccb we still confiim and 
cannot allow' ot the delivering to them of tlieii houses until fuithcr 
ouleis fiom England. "What was surrendered to otlici people, was on 
examination and due piobation of their titles by the Comun«sioncis 
aulhouzed to that purpose. As the Jesuits refused to appear before the 
Commi«sioncis, protesting and appealing home to the Honourable 
Company for justice, and as we have sent home all papeis lelaling to 
that business, we cannot determine or make any enct with them until 
w r e hear fuithcr from our Masters. Seeing the first Commission is 
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1 Bruce's Annals, II. 220, 214 

s Bom. Got Consultation Otli Feb 1070 Siuat Fact. Diary 1 of 1000-1000. 

» Suiat to Bombay Feb. 1071, Suiat Fact Out. L B. lof 1020-107.1, 232. Foriest’s 
Home fc'ei i< s, I, ,17. 
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fallen by lOason of the death and de]>ailuic of tho Commi^sioneis, 
wc shall not tioublo ouifcIvcs to eieet any other Commi-eion to honoui 
the Padiep' unreasonable and subtle designs We do not mean that 
you should take all the ■workmen off the foil, only some few If 
jou want moio ton should cntoitam thorn as we tuppose woikmeu 
aio piocuiablc It is highly necessaiy that seme houses be biult to 
accommodate tlic Company’s tenants and such stiangeis as shall 
come 1 

Two weeks later, lSlli Match 1671, the Snrat Council send 
bricklaj'Ci s to Bombay to build the aioiesaid houses The} - wute* The 
beaicrs lieicof aio four bueklaj cin and a vm>nu (mistii) to make lime 
Tlieir names aie, Ivah.'m at Its 10 a month, Mahmud, S?om;|B and 
Dlinnji at 11s, 0, and Lnhon at Rs 4.] Wo have sent them down to 
begin and finish the bouses foimeily ouleied to be built betwixt the 
custom house and 1 lie foit Now you will base no occasion to keep anv 
men off tlie foil, whn-e woik wo ■would by no means lnndci Let 
them not want mnten.ils to go on with then woik and build the houses 
two stoioys high, fionting to the sea Foi then model we leave it 
wliollv to you who being on the place can best couture what will be 
moslfoi comomenee ol an and health as likewise foi the uicgulav 
electing of otbei buildings by them which may at piesent be needful 
Give us cicdit foi two months’ pay paid the biicldayeis and meruit 
(nustn) afoieliand. 5 

Next vear, Gtli Apnl 1672, they write • Immediately go in hand 
with the houses foi accommodating tlie Company's sonants which 
wo cnoidtucd to be lnult and to that effect sent you down (lie 
Inicklnyei- 

In the same letter, 6th Apnl 1672, they continue As wc did 
foimeily so wc now again appioie of i our dehvciy of those lauds 
to tho piocuiatoi foi Japan. For the thorough ending of the Jesuits’ 
and otliei pielcudois’ allans, we have drawn up auothci Commission 
and appointed new Commissioner-., some wheveofc aie in Rmat They 
shall suddenly be dispeeded towaids you in oidei to the duo 
admim&tiation of impaitial justice between the Honourable Company 
aud the sovei.il piclcndeis to tho seized lands 1 

Touching the said Commissioucis ten days latci, 16th Apiil 1(572, 
they intimate . On the J’/ienw ketch and JS T rv fng.ite take passage also 
Mi S Walkei and Mi F Day, two of the Commissioucis that ate to 
examine the Jesuits’ and othci pittendeib’ titles The Commission is 
diawn out and then instructions These the Piesident Mi Aun"icr 
intends to In mg duwn along with biin hoping to embaik on the George 
within these fom oi fi\c days at fiu(Iicst. c 



Fono’t’s Hume Series, I 59 
* Surat to Bombay fith Apnl 1072, Suiat Fact Out L. B I of 1G30-1G73 °(S 
Fox rent's Homo Series, T 59 1 “ * 

1W^ 1G7: ’ *“* Fact 0ut L ' Iof 10.70-1073,212. 
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On ihe subject of building the houses a week later, 23rd A pul 1G72, 
m reply to a Bombay letter tlie Suial Council write • AYe take due 
notice of. what you sav concerning the building the houses of 
accommodation we oidcrcd and to that purpose sent you down 
biicklaycis. In regard you make so great difficulties m the matter, 
and that there is present accommodation in the hospital for factois and 
also warehouse loom, you may defer the building of the said houses 
until the Picfcidcnt comes down, who doubts not but to contiive then 
fronting the sea without any iiicgulaiity or impediment to oilier 
buildings so that the north-east bastion shall command some sheets and 
likewise the water side AA r c <=hall take eaie to supply you with youi 
desiied recruit of moneys. 1 

The same year, ]Gth May 1G72, on being satisfied thcie was enough 
accommodation for the Companies servants and no new houses weic 
rcquiicd, the Suiat Council wntc to Bombay : In legmd you ha\e 
satisfied us that for the present thcie is accommodation enough iu 
the hospital and oilier places £01 the Company 's servants, we think 
good that 3 on tolnlly dc«ist from building those houses formcily orrlwcd 
this 3'ear, and go immcdiatclj' in hand with the building of 1 wo large 
stone warehouses behind the custom house or m some place ncai it, such 
as may he capable of lcccivmg into them three to four good ships' 
lading of goods Let them foi the present be covered with tiles and 
if possible finish them by September next For effecting this let youi 
utmost industry be cinp^ed and no pieteuee hinder it Thcie will he 
great occasion for these warehouses. Sec you do this with as little 
noise as possible. 2 

Three y’cars later, 18th Dccembci 1G75, referring to a request from 
the Deputy Governor of Bomba}' the Suiat Council wntc AA r e lake 
notice of the Dcput y Cloveinoi's request for the taking up Rs. 1000 on 
the house and land he liatli bought. This piuehasc lie says he has made 
on his arrears of salary in puisuauec of the Companj’' s older. In this 
we have thought good to giatify him icquning the said Rs 1000 he 
cliaiged to his debt and that he give a willing w’hciein he is to bind the 
said hou*c and land* over to the Company for their securitj' till he hath 
cleared account with them. 5 

Five months later, 27th May 1G7G, they wiite: As to the Deputy 
Governor and Mi. Petit's lequcst to have Rs. 500 a piece advanced 
to them moie than the amount already paid on their an cars of salai y 
tow'aid thcii building, wo have thought good to demui our consent 
thereunto till wc undei stand what is due to thorn by their ai reals 
of salary and what then house hath stood them in. When we 
understand those points w r e shall give our diioctions accoidingly.* 

Five w'eeks later, 4-tli July 1670, the Surat Council wntc to Bombay' ■ 
The President (Mr. Aungier) having a dosiie to build a street of 

'f-uiatto Bombay 23 rd Apnl 1072, Surat Fact. Out. L. 13 1 of 1G30-1G73, 250, 
Forrcht’a Homo t-'oucs, I 61, 

1 Surat to Bombay 10th May 1072, Suiat Fact Out. L. B. 1 of 1030- IG73, 2G2. 
I'oncst's Jlomo t-’ouos, I, (,1 

' Suiat to Bombay 18th Dec. 1075, Sm.it Fact, Out. L B. 2 of 1075-70, 13. Foi - 
test's Home Nits, I. 7'1. 

4 Suiat to Boinbaj 27th May IG7"**, Kmt Fact. Out I B. 2 of 1P73-7G, 130, . „ . 
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houses on Bomba}- reaching fiom Judge Niecoll's house to the water 
side aud having caused the giound to bo valued amounting to about 
COO Xcraphins, doth desire you to buy the said ground of the owner on 
the Company's account and to let a lease of it to him (the Piesidenl) 
for 01 yeais accoidmg to the Company's older. When you ha\c 
delivcied him the said lease, the Pie si dent will then take immediate 
oiders foi building the said sheet If you judge it anyways incon- 
venient to the Company to buy the said giound foi their account, 
then the Piesidcnt desucs you to buy the said giound for his own 
account, causing the wilting to be fiimly established by the law-, that 
he may have a sufficient title tlieieunto, desuing yom auswcibytlic 
next cossett (that is Idsul oi couiiei). 1 

About the close of the ycai, 21st November 1676, touching the 
Company's houses at Bombay, the Smat Council write to Bombay : 
You will seo that the Compauy have dcsned to be satisfied touching 
their houses m Bombay. We would theicfoic have }*ou cause a list of 
all the houses to be taken specifying then dimensions, the matenal of 
which they aie built, the looms which they contain, the pic®cnt uses 
tlieyaie put to, andtheii prime cost. Tins list send to us that wo 
may advise the Company what fuithei is theiein necessaij-. 2 

On the 1st Januaiy 1677 the Suiat Council write to Bombay 
Wc have leceived a list of the Company's houses on the inland of 
Bombay with then dimensions but not then cost One small house 
is termed m the list the Dog House. As wc aie apt to believe tins is 
put to some othei use than to keep dogs we would have you alter 
the nomination Also specify the value oi cost of each house paiticularly B 

The 24tli Januai}' 1677 the Bombay Council wiote to the Dhectois • 
We send a list of all youi Honoius’ houses with their dimensions and . 
the materials they aie made of with the pnme cost of the Court of 
judicature, hospital, and mint.* 

On the 12th March 1677 the Suiat Couucil wiite to Bombay We 
formeily gave you oidci to lccene unto the Honourable Company's 
cash the Its 3U00 paid Mr. Philip Gj’lfoid and .Mr John Petit on 
account of then nil cais of «alaiy for the building a house on Bombay 
winch they have now- sold to the Company. 5 

A month later, 10th Apiil 1677, they fuithei w-iite. Wc take 
notice that Mr. J ohn Petit w ill now pay into the Honourable Com- 
pany's cash the Its 1500 lie took upon account of house building, but 
we do somewliat blame lmn that lie did not advise us befoie, that lie 
had not wherewithal in Ins hands to pay Mr GyfEord's Its 1500 lie 
also took upon account of house buitdug. Wc shall now- demand the 
Ks, 1500 fiom Mr. GyfEord’s executors. 5 


1 Surat to Bomlny 4tU July 1G76, Eur.it Tact Out. L IS 2 of 1675 76, 156 
Forrest’s Home fccncs, L OS. 

3 Surat to Bomlnv 1st Nov. 1G7G, Surat Fact. Out. L B. 2 of 1675-76, 2C9. 
Fomst’s Home Sene', I 111. 

3 Surat to Bomlrii 1st Jan 1C77, Snrat Fact Out L B 3 of 1677- 1700, 1 -2. 

. * See Out L B 4 of 1G77-1GS7, 11 

* Surnt to Bombay 12lh March 1677, Sur-l Fact Out L B. 3 of 1677- 1700, 17. 

* Surat to Bombay 10th April 1677, Burnt Fact Out. L B 3 of 1677 -1700, 2S 
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On the 19tli March 168U, with the view of providing a sum equal to the 
cml and military charges of the Government, the Court required that 
all houses should he valued, and a proportionate tax imposed on each ; 
the uncultivated land surveyed, and let out on rent and the maishy 
grounds drained and rendered fit for agriculture. 1 

'Regarding the use of their houses at Bombay, the 2nd July 1684;, 
the Couit unite to Surat : We undei stand we have gieat warehouses as 
also an hospital, a large house called the East India House, as also the 
chcntry ( ihhntn meaning shed) or bandar, and gieat stables, of all which 
little use is made, and no profit at all to the Company On the contiaiy 
the Sidi, w hen he is there with the Moghal’s fleet, makes use of them to 
live in, and to serve and fit his rigging which will make but a mean 
account for the great expenses the Company hath been at in erecting 
such chargeable edifices. We thcrcfoie would desuc you to spend some 
senous thoughts and to invent some means whereby those buildings miy 
be employed to make us some better return for our gieat cost. Since 
there is so much to be put iu order at Bombay, and we begin to think 
that place of great concernment to us, we would have our Piesident 
when he thinks ho can he spaied fiom our business at Siuat to make a 
trip over to Bombay to settle all our affairs, military and civil, in such 
a frugal regular method that we may have a better account of our 
tiadc, levenuc, and all other things there than wu have lately 
received. 8 

Regarding the state of the Company's houses at Bombay a 
Bombay general letter to the Company, dated the 29th December 1686, 
has the following ■ We have had a view of our Honourable Masters' 
houses in this island, which are very much out of repair Some of them 
aie diopt down to the ground, othcis will cost more to make them 
tenautablo than the houses and ground-icnt is woith, but many of 
them that aie in town, when occasion shall serve, will make good ware- 
houses andgodowns. The new Deputy Governor, Sir John Wyboine, 
has made the house in the fort much moie commodious than ever 
it was, having fitted up a very convenient chapel out of two rooms 
situated m the middle of the house, where there is room enough for 
four times the number of peo|ilo that we have on this island 3 

Tlnce months later, 23rd March 1687, the Bombay Connoil write 
to Siuat : The Moors’ Dolvys have of late built one house on the 
island and are now veiy importunate with us to dig stone3 to build 
another. We desne your Excellency’s pleasure whether we shall 
permit them to build any moie 1 

On the 11th December 16S6 the Bombay Council write to Suiat s 
The water tanks weie locked up above two months ago and the Deputy 


1 Court to Surat and Bombay, lnth March 1679-80 . Biuce, II. 43G 
- Court to Surat 2nd,Tnly 1GS1, Pub. Dap. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1G81 • 1883, P3. 
Dui mg the Sidi war (1GS7 - 1G90) the Sidi YAkub Khin put four great guns in tbo 
Custom IIouso commonly called the India House. Hamilton’s Hew Account to the 
En«t Indies, Vol. 1 (1741), 22G 

3 Bombay to Court 29th Dec. 1GS0, See. Ont L B. 4 of 1071-1687, 41 -42. Forrests 
Home Scries, 1. 149. 

* Bombay to Surat 23id March 1GS7, See. Out L. B. 1 of 1G77 - 1GS7, 71. 
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(iovcmoi lus scuiied a good stoic of wood. "Wo canrot well get more 
as the haiahluis and Miblicdais on the other side demand large 
jieshcwthes (presents) "We hope we shall lia\e no want of furthei 
supplies. 1 

It eg, aiding the hid state of the Company ’s seivantb' houses at Bom- 
bay the Couit 1 vi lie on the 21st April 17U9. It has been icprescnled 
to ns that the houses of om veiv factors and writeis as wull as soldieis 
aio so old and ill-covered, that m the time of the rains people cannot 
keep diy within doors, whciehy they get distcmpeis We impure j*ou 
to take caie this be amended Let it not he looked upon as below the 
eaic of anv of you, our Council, fiom time to time to examine into and 
lcniedy ilns complaint, not only as to om covenant servants hut like- 
wise om soldieis and all otheis who iecenc our wage-. We thall 
nevei gmdgc any leasonable charge that is nccessanty laid out to sate 
oiu peopled lues and piesene their health Ifeithei through supine- 
ness oi otheiwise you do not take eiue these our nulets ate punctually 
md on .ill occasions complied with, we know not how lou can answer 
it to (»od ni us 1 

Clmstmas Dav of 1718 was memoiable foi finishing the Town 
Wall 3 

Tn the matter of comjensation for ticcs cut down to erect the town 
wall a Consultation ot the 33th June 1720 lccoids The lVsidcnt 
having lecened seveial petitions of poisons desmng satisfaction fm 
gi omuls built upon by the town wall oi encoanut tiecs cut down, it 
i= oulcied that Messis Blackett Midfoid and Owen Phillips cnqimo 
into the same anrl lay the whole demands befotc the Boat d for our 
diseliai gmg tliej euf * 

These ofiiceis .itcoidmgh rejioit, the 26th July 1720 . In 
obedience to yoai Ilonoiu s oi dui of the lolli ultimo, with the assistance 
of ihe veieadoies, we lu\e examined into the demands of the c eiend 
inhabitants of the island on the Bight lloiioniablc Company foi tiecs 
destioicd by building the town wall and foi batty gi ounds made me 
of on that account and emplo\ ed foi enlarging the town without the 
walls We/nid the whole damage to amount to l?s lS59as will appeal 
by the lists we now humbly lay befoic jou The people in geneial 
:ne moie demons of 1m mg tlie same quantity of gioimd oi numbci of 
trees letuincd to them than of pawnentiu money which if yom IJonoui 
ludge pio] ci may he allotted out of ihe oaits and battv giounds of 
the Right Honourable Company 3 

Tlicicupon a Consultation, the 30(h July 17£0, lecords • Accoidmg 
to an Older of Council of the 13th ultimo Mc-sis Slidfoid and Phillipps 
dcli\ cr m then lepoit of the cocoanut trees that hat e been cut down and 
of the batty giounds that lute been made use of foi building the town 


1 Bomba} to Smat 1 Itli Dll 10SG, Sec Out L 13 1 of 1077- ICS", 33 
5 Cc.nrt to Bomba} 2’stApnI 1 70S para 10. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol 1 of 
1715- 1721, 11.1 

s The Rci Cobbc to the Chiefs of Calient and Tclhchcrrv, 10th Jan 1711 m his 
/crnimt of the Bombay Church ( 17 f.r,J, 39 *’ " 10 m 

• n 0 i? n”' ConMiltalion Hlli June 3720, Pub Diair 1 of 1720, Eb . 57 
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■wall belonging to the inhabitants who demand otheis in the 100 m of them 
Confoimable to an account foimeily diaw n. out by Messrs Couitnev and 
Ciommelm, agieeablc to an older of Council of the 9lli October 1/19, 
it is ordered that Mcssis. Midfoid and Plnllipps with the lcceiver of the 
levenues adjust and satisfy the same out of the Right Ilonouiable 
Company’s oarts and batty grounds and lay an account thereof befoie 
U6 that it may be biought on our gcneial books accordingly. 1 

A Consultation, the 18th September 372 1, iceoids: Theic being 
about Rs 5000 m cash whicli sum is esteemed sufficient foi the 
picsent service of the church, it is agreed that from the 1st of last 
month the half per cent collected for the same be nppropnated towaids 
building a custom house when it shall be thought pioper to set about 
that work. 2 

A Consultation, the 9th July 1731, iccoids- Mr William Homy 
Draper pic c ents a certificate from the Mattras (mhiltar is) of Bombay 
of the measuiage of a piece of ginund part of that called Umhcicairy 
( Umai kliadi) situated neai the Hill Visoiam pioduelii e only of gr.i^s 
containing accoidmg to the mcisuic of the country tlin tv baiges valued 
bv the said mattias m (rupees) twenty-four which the said William 
Hemy Draper ofters to pay into the Honourable Company's treasury 
praying he may be entitled to the said spot of ground to build a small 
house tlieieon,he pacing the Honourable Company the annual pension 
over and above the said He. 24 purchase money, which is agreed to. 3 

A Consultation, the 3id December 1731, records • Resolved that all 
poisons that have a mind to build, apply to the land paymaster and 
signify to him m what part of the town and what sort of a house they 
design to build. On the paymaster’s being satisfied that the spot of 
giound they have pitched upon is a piopor situation for surh a house, he 
ip to giant them his license for building, receiving as fees for the same 
Rs 2 and no moic, provided the said house is built with stone and moitar 
and coveied with tiles, and for such houses as aie covered with cajans 
Re. 1 ; and upon any of the inhabitants applying to the Secietaiy for 
a lease or certificate to ascertain then title to the house to be built by 
licence of the paymaster, he is to grant them such a lease oi ceitifi- 
cate for the same on paying him Re. 1 and no inoie. 1 

A Consultation, the 38th May 3733, iccoids ■ It being found by 
expeneucc that little lcgaid has been had by the inhabitants within 
and without the walls to an older of Council made the 3id of Decem- 
ber 1731 directing that all poisons w ho have oi may lieienflei have 
houses should apply to the Sccictaiy for a regular lease of the said 
house or houses paying him Re. 1 as his fee for dialling out the said 
lease, it is agieed that we order a publication to he made cnfoicmg 
the said order under penalty of.dispossossing all such persons as shall 
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1 Bom Gov. Consultation 30th July 1720, Tnli Diary 1 o£ 1720, 123. 

- Bom Gov. Consultation 18th fcept. 1721, 1’nb. Diary 2 o£ 1721, 1 10. 

’’Bom Gov. Consultation 9th July 1731, Pnli. Diary 1 of 1731 70- 71 As early ns 
1720, I'nh. Diary l of 1720 page 110, there were houses enough outside of the fort to 
make the question of their taxation important. 

4 Bom Gov. Consultation 3rd Dee 1731, Tub, Diary 4 of 1731, 164 - 165 
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not pioJuco an authentic lease signed b\ the SeciuLiry in m montlw 
from the date of the said publication ascertaining then ughl to the 
said bouse or bouses and the ground they are built on. AgiecJ that 
the Secretary m flaming such leases, grant a term of foi t \ -one }ear» 
renewable on tlie party's paying a fine of half a year’* lent of tin 
said house or tenement, according as the same ‘■hall lie milled by the 
Second in Council and the Collector of the revenues fm the lime being 
and the possessor 1 

Rcgaidmg repans to public buildings the Dian of the Gtb June 
174U contains the following entry: The President lepnris to the 
Board that sundry repans ha\ing been found neecs'aiy in the public 
buildings, as tiling a cai pouters’ and sawyers’ ‘lied m the manne mid, 
hitbcito only eoieied with enjani which arc oxticmely liable to lire, 
repairing tlie ruinous M.indvi or custom house at Malum, aril new roofing 
the surgeons’ housc= in the hospital , lie had nccoidmgli ordoicd tbc c ame 
to be set about witli fitting expedition, winch is appioml <»f. J 

Iu connection with the demand of the inilitaiv authorities fir .i 
clear space round the town wall a Consultation of the 10th M iv 
lccoids. The President lepiesents to the Uoaul that though tin* p.a'-es 
of the i«land aie lendercd as defensible as they can at pic-cnt b' made, 
still in Ins opimontlic lrmts now employed in the mer might by 
means of battciics easily be compelled to rctne. In ■-uih a ea c a 
determined enemy might effect a landing on tlie islnntl If Mich 
an unfortunate cnenm-tancc happened, the town wall, being no more 
than eleven feet m height reckoning up to tlie'eordun, would in the 
opinion of tlie engineer J« unfit to ic-i-t lutfene- As IkjsjiIi’s tfie 
shelter they would gne loan attacking fmtv (he cocnanut tiers and 
houses near the wall would fumi-li ready material for wiring bit tone , 
the Pi evident recommends to the con-idcratinn of the lb Mid wla'llie it 
may not l»c absolutely nccessarx to lenvwc this soaice of ilangci bv 
clearing all bouses and trees within a certain distance ff th>* "a 1 '*. 
Some of the members apjn (.bending tins motion to be of gnat impnl- 
anee, de-no time to cnn«idei of it aud are indulged till to-monow to 
gii c tlieir sentiments ' 

The next dav, II th May 17.30, the Braid continue ■ Hemming the 
consideration of xestcidai’s proposal £>r making a dr trance juimd th* 
town wall by cutting down the cocnanut trees and «• in> , ii t Ii , n}{ 
the houses that aie tro near it, the approach < f the wins by i 

may dm e the suffciers to gicat ‘heights, is taken notice of in < bp” lion 
to {be proposal being immeJiateh putin r mention, the uncei lain* } '£ 
the expen-c being mentioned n= another obstacle It i“ u«nj\fd tin. 
]>re\ious to our final determination a line rf one hnndied yards bj rln»v n 
round the town wall, and a computation made of the x.ihi" rT all tl.' 
trees and houses which it mav be neci cc ary to lfmrne within that f J "»*, 
nnd a report lie made thereof for the further lnformatun of tbi« Ihard * 


* IVsn Gar C'a'aUaticc ISifi Mar 1733, Tcb II.vt S ef ir'- 31, 12”. 

T !C n l .nr (’■■>"■ nils'. n' 1 C’.h J> or 1740, Colt l)nrj 13 „) J73'l 10. 24- 

1 Rv*i Gr* , ConxiiItB”m 10. li Mnr 3 7 V. 1 . 1’ijti Jlurj 12 nf 173a V 1 , 1 7 “> - 

‘ l>m. Go.- C' r, iIWi"3 i till Jhy l'J' 1 , ft!>. I; vj l!o' 1715 If, W*. 
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The require! calculate having been received the 6th July 1739 an 
entry in the Diary mns: The Pi csident delivers into the Boaid a 
calculate made at his order agreeable to a lesolution in Council of 
the 11 th May last, by the veieadoies of all the tiecs and houses within, 
the circumference of one hundred yards outside the walls. The sum is 

as follows : m. qn,. rt. 

Oiuts and Tices belonging to private persons .. 5218 1 40 

Do. to tlio Honourable Company ... 97.5 1 50 

Houses nppiaisod by bricklivycis and enrpontors 30,512 0 10 

Total . . 30,703 3 0 

Upon this it is obscivod how incgular a practice had heretofore 
obtained of planting trees and building houses through the pei mission 
or connhanee of the Government within the distance proscribed for 
the safety of all regular foitilications. Seeing that the necessary 
precauhon lias hitherto been entiicly disicgardcd, it behoves this Board 
to come to such a resolution as may effectually picvent tin's evil, and 
obviate such modularities and inconvcnicncies as have arisen for want 
of proper control in the buildings, woiks, and plantation of trees both 
within and without the wall. It is therefore agreed that the following 
order be issued by the authority of this Boaid to the piopcr officers, 
as well a*? duly published . That no houses bo made or lebuilt nor any 
trees planted within the distance of four hundred yards fiom the town 
wall, nor any houses creeled within the said wall, until the ground be 
surveyed by the engineer foi the time being, and by him be lccom- 
mended to the land paymaster for his approbation and leave. 

In consideration that the woik of digging a ditch will require a 
strict attendance of (officers) to overlook all disbursements and other 
incidental expenses, and, as the additional service appears too gieat a bur- 
then for the laud paymaster’s office, the Board pitches upon Mr. Thomas 
Marsh to take charge thereof. Mr. John Morlcy has older to deliver 
the same over to Mr. Mai«-li, and Sir. ‘William Nicliolls, now assistant 
to the warehouse keeper, is ordered likewise to assist under Mr. Marsh 
in the said office. The Board then proceeds to consider, as sot forth, 
in our last Consultation of the 29th Juno, the most proper method of 
raising the voluntary conti ibntion towards the woik of the ditch of 
tliiity thousand rupees from the body of merchants The same being 
debated, we are unanimously of opinion that until the amount bo 
domed one pci cent be levied upon the trade, in nddition to the two 
per cent contribution to the town wall. The proceeds of - this extra 
one per cent to be carried to the head of Contribution to the town 
ditch. It is oidcred that the custom master do collect and distin- 
guish the same accordingly. 1 

On the question of removing tbe trees and houses round the town 
wall, on the lltk March 1742 tlio Court write : We observe that the 
late President (Honourable Mr. Jolm Horne, 1734 - 1739) before our 
last ship’s departure, was for removing all trees and houses round the 
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town wall, to the distance of at least point black shot We took 
notice with pleasure that three of themembeis Mcssis Geckie, Dudley, 
and Maisli stood in the gap and by a seasonable opposition prciented 
the proposal at that time being put m execution. Although our 
dnections weie desired they were not duly waited foi, as by the 
or ei land ad i ices we have the moi tification to find that a few days 
aftei the ship’s dcpaituie, the late President earned his point. If 
we aie rightly mioinicd the expense and loss to the island will 
amount to a vei}* gieat sum Thus when one costly step has been 
taken, our seivants ha\ e continually fallen into another, wasting oui 
estate in a veiy expensive and unsatisfactoiy manner. To what end 
is such a laige military and marine ioice maintained but to keep 
an enemy fi om landing, which by safe guarding the passes we aie 
well assured is impiacticable A due obsei ranee of oui last jeai’s 
oiders mil compel 3*011 to la}' aside all such projects You must 
undertake no expensive work wliatevei mthout an absolute necessity 
until oui leave is first obtained for the same. Wo shall take this 
afian into furlhei consideration Foi the present rvc dnect that those 
who did not dissent to this costl)* step shall not be sent to anr* suboi- 
dinale settlements noi expect an}* further far our fiom us till this 
matter is eleaicd Perceiving that the Council were ncaity equally 
dirided m their sentiments with lespect to the cutting down of the 
trees and pulling down the houses, we desne our Piesident (Ilonoin- 
able Mi Stephen Law, 1739-174:!) to send us his impartial opinion on 
that afEan. 1 * 3 

Two yeais later, 20th Match 1744, the Couit write. We aie 
highly pleased that a reduction of our chaiges and mcieasc to oui 
levenucs on Bombay have already been accomplished since our Piesi- 
dent (Honouiable Mi. William Wake, 1742- 1750) came to the chan , 
that b} r the woiks being all completed, our mone)' is no longei buucd 
in stone walls or ditches. Fiom such a good beginning we pcisuade 
ourselves that some further sarmgs will be made both at }*our place 
and at the subordinate factoues Our Piesident assuring us that 
he verily belicrcs none of tho Council rrbo were foi cutting down 
the ticcb and pulling down the houses, bad anj* pnrato views, but acted 
to the best ot then judgment, we arc rr filing to forego any fuitbcr 
censure, and thercfoie icvoke our formei orders foibidding their being 
sent Clnels to any suboidmate factoiy*, expecting that foi the futuic 
mthout our leave being fiist obtained the}* will be utterly aicrse fiom 
all expensive measures J 

As to the disposal of the tiees cut down round the town wall 
a Consultation of the 2nd I’ebiuary 1742 lecords : As the tiees 
that have been cut down may be serviceable to the poor people 
ivho aie lebuildmg their houses, it is duccted that the oveiseer 
of the oarts accommodate such persons as applj* to him with the 


1 Court to Bomba} 11th March 1742 paras C6 -71, 111, Pah Dcp. Court’s Letters 

Vol 3 of 1712-1751, 9-10, 1C. 

3 Court to Bombay 20th March 1741 paras 53, 54, Pah, Dep Court’s Letters Vol. 3 
of 1742 . 1701, 09. 
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numbcis they want and dispose of tlic remainder at public outcry 
for the most they will fetch. 1 

Regarding compensation for trees a Consultation of the 2blh 
May 1742 1 coords : The several persons whoso trees have been 
cut down in consequence of our late resolution being constantly 
for restitution, it is oidcrcd that the several claimants be by a 
publication directed to give in their scveial demands within fifteen 
days Such as shall neglect to make a demand within the term 
limited, shall be excluded from the benefit of a return. 2 

Regarding the recovery of the lent of the ground to which the 
people weic removed in consequence of the clearance of the giound 
round the town wall, a Consultation of the 29th October 1712 
lecords : The President moves in behalf of several possessor of 
ground on which the people who have been obliged to remove 
their houses in consequence of the resolution for a clcaiancc round 
the town have rebuilt. He remarks that the indigent circumstances 
of many of those moved from the Green will cause great difficult} in 
the recovery of the rents, a work for which the landholders must 
neglect their own occupations. This would not be the case with 
the Company as they have persons propeily appointed for the 
collection of their revenues and by viitue of his station the over- 
seer may easier .foice a compliance. He pioposcs a calculate bo 
made of the revenue that will arise from the ground rent of the 
houses so erected compared with what the same compass of ground 
would otherwise yield. If this is ascertained the Company should 
be no sufferers by taking the built plots and in exchange 
returning an equal measurement of land. To this the Board agice 
and direct that the proper examination and calculate be made 
The Picsidcnt observes the ground round the town wall which 
at present lying fallow yields no lcvenue, may be made to yield 
something if let out to be planted with batty. At the same 
time it ought to be expressly forbid that any fence hedge or trees 
be planted or elected as in time that would be found of equal 
detriment, as if the trees and houses already removed had re- 
mained He proposes that a publication be issued that all persons 
who are inclined to take any part under the above conditions 
do give in then’ proposals within thicc months for the Board’s 
determination. To this the Board agicc. 3 

A Consultation of the 6th May 17'ld iceords The owners of 
some batty grounds whereon houses were built when the people 
removed irom round the wall, being solicitous for a return, and 
the oveisocr of the oaits having asceitained each person’s propor- 
tion, the whole being of the annual produce of 38 mudns 23 phaius 
and 16 cnlliohs batty, it is agreed to make return of an equal 
quantity of ground and that the Collector of the revenues receive 
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the ofchci into his charge and lecover the lent as it becomes due 
fiom the possesses of the houses built theieon. 1 

To take advantage of the destruction of houses by fire a Con- 
sult ition, the 10th Fobruaij' 174-1, rccoids A fire which happened 
a few days past having consumed se\ eral of the remaining houses 
within the line of tinee hundred yards fiom the town wall, the 
Board are unanimous in opinion not to suffer any new houses to 
he erected on the same ground 2 

A Consultation of lOtli Febiuaiy 1741 rccoids: Mr. Maish 
repiesenting that without some lepairs he speedily given the 
sluices at Dliar.ivi a large extent of ground will be oveillowcd by 
the sea, a calculate of the woik nccessaiy to be done is now pie- 
sented amounting to Its 1650. It is ngieed the same be set 
about 3 

Two yems latei the Bombay Dial y of the 7th Febiuaiy 1746 
has the following enhy: Directed that Mcssis Kawdon and 
Sandeis be appointed to allot pi opei spaces of {pound to such of 
the inhabitants as may be inclined to build in the ton n 1 

Messis. John Spencer and H. Caraei on write to Government 
on lbtli June 1746 • Agieeable to 3 *our directions to us we have 
examined into the condition of the seveial wells and holes both 
within the town and to a convenient distnnee without it and think 
it necessary to make the following remarks 

Within the Town . — There iB a well in the Honoui able Company s 
Rope Walk belonging to Mr. John Saundeis which is in thp middle * 
of the common path eien with the suifacc of the earih and only 
part of it covexed with a few rotten boa ids and is so improperly 
situated as it ought to he filled. Between the compound walls of the 
houses of Captains Lewis and Atkins is a laige hole from which m tlic 
1 ains danger may beappi ehended, especially on one side wheic it takes 
away pai t of the common path which side ought to be filled up and 
3 ailed. Anothei should be made sloping and the eaifcli taken fioin 
thence earned to the side that is most dangerous which ill a great 
measure would leraedy tlic present mcomcnience of this hole. 
The well by the Poitugucse chapel wherein it is said so many 
people have fallen wants only two small battens to make it per- 
fectly seem c The most dangei ous hole is one between the com- 
pounds of Mi Lumbton’s and Ensign ISewinan's houses which 
after haul lains is always full of watei, is very deep and that side 
next the path most fiequentcd, the deepest. It would he very 
expensive to fill this hole up, hut it is absolute^’ necessary it should 
he 1 ailed in at least 011 that side next the common road In the 
coffee gaidcn near the compound of the Parsonage house is a deep 
veil sunk by the Honourable Company noiv ot no use w’hich is 
dangei ous to passengcis linvmg no fence and being clo«e to the 


1 Bom Gov Consnltition Ctli Mi\ J 7 43, Pali Dmri 16 o£ 1711, 129. 

1 Bom Gov Consultation 10th Teh 1711, Puli Diarv 17 of 171 1, .19 
~ I’nb Dian 17 of 1744, IS. 

* Bom Cov. Consultation, 7tli 1 1 li 17 H> Pii’i l)ur. in of 1710 IJ. 
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footpath Two or three days before we inspected it a person had 
fallen in, but it luckily happening in the day time was taken out 
alive The hole ma}' easily be made secuic to passengers by running 
up a dwarf wall on one side of it the other three being aheady 
surrounded, but, as it is not faced, in a little time, by the earth fall- 
ing in, it will bring down a large part of the Paisonage compound 
wall and as there are other wells near, it had better bo filled up. 
Under the gorge of the Banian bastion is a well which much 
wants to be secuicdaud a ^loor woman who owns it has promised to 
fence it properly in three or four days In that part of the town 
which is inhabited by the topass soldiers is a large well in the 
middle of the street which does not leave a passage two feet wide 
on each side of it. It is even with the ground which makes it veiy 
dangerous and it ought to ho filled up as several people have 
lately fallen into it. In the middle of the cut tam between the 
Banian and Prince’s bastions is a well belonging to the Honourable 
Company the fencing of which wants only a small repair to 
make it quite secure. In the small bazar by tlio old Mdndvi bastion 
is a very deep well which is said to belong to Rupji Dlianji is fenced 
but very insecuicly by its being much too low. It would be 
proper to call upon "him to raise it to a sufficient height which may 
be done at a very trifling expense. 

Without the Town.— Near the Apollo gate and public load aro 
three large deep wells without any manner of fence about them 
which are of no use since the trees have been cut down round the 
town wall. The}’ are faced with stone and the cai tlr that was taken 
out to sink them never having been removed to any distance it would 
be an easy matter and little expense to fill them up again with the 
same In the path from the bazar gate to Siv.ijPs Punch house is a 
well faced with stone formerly in the compound of one of the houses 
pulled down. The well is now of no use and as it is dangerous it 
would be necessary to fill it up. (. lose by the Punch house door is 
another well, the fence of which ought to be raised something higher 
to make it secure. Great part of the wall of the tank joining to the 
Poitugucse church close by the public load is fallen down and 
the lest is so very ruinous that it will soon be m the same condi- 
tion if not timely repaired. In a street near the Portuguese 
church is a dangerous well said to belong to one Yentubhfii who 
has promised to make it secure in a few days 1 

Referring to this letter a Consultation, the 2-Hli Juno 17 lG, records : 
Read a letter from the clerk of the maiket and the clcik of the 
works containing their remarks on the conditions of several wells 
and holes both within the town and for some distance without it. 
The expense of filling up some and fencing otheis is estimated by 
them at about Rs 3 51 A. Ordered that the land paymaster repair 
such as belong to the Honourable Company, and the others must 
be done by such of the inhabitants as live adjacent the same, 2 
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In IT.’iO nce'n ilinij i'» (irn^e most of the 1'mglish houses i.pio 
1'iiilt r«»uii*l tin (Siii'ii. 1 Tin y «vi« ".■lunjllj gionud-flooicd with 
n coiut-jnrd b*foi«* And hdiind mid oHlc* s ami out-hrwisos, Tiny 
weio ‘.'iSi-tuntmll Imill with «toii« Hint r.ml ]>1n*-L?i. They wun 
ofti'ii wlut* mivliuil, which hml n unit mr hut caused n trouble- 
some ijlal.* Ijiitli' "I , 1‘— iv ns iiinl Instead of glass the .sashes 
Were Mjiiiiii-rnl oj stur-sludls ulilfli 1< t li"ht through nml slopped 
irlai o 'Fin* flu. ir v\. is of stucco 01 chuu.iin lime id I mint shulls liy 
a |>»militii i>tt so ]v>lis|icil that \ mi ran sec join fimc in it The 
fm iic.s wci. id s i mi'll* of cliiuiniii. Dnt tho sun was apt to 
cimk t I k'ih Attempts had h-eu nindc to paint the wnlU. But 
sill in the liim* spoil, d the paint Whit the I’oitngucM* called 
m rami. is ut ,r <* a usi fill shelter ngmnst the sun. 3 

'J'lie lv st houses, writes (tioso, of tho bluk mci chants though nil 
wei e mu hluek. wvio in tho town winch was nhout a mile in cucmt 
Mod of tiios.' niei.'h.iuts* houses weic ill-huilt nml incommodious*, 
with small w indow lights nml ill-m imnrcii moms JAen the lx's! 
h iv e n cei fiiin mi r.i meanness mid clunisinoss * 

(ii.iso mcnlionsu well within the foil and add' But the w'atci is 
n.it o ctienn lv good and lmhlc to bo third up in the heals It is 
also to h» nhsi-ived that the wnlei in geiieial on the island is 
not lookout d the hast, mid has been "non foi a leason win the 
t u nt n moi chants weir not <o fm wm d to settle on it, watoi Ivmg 
a p.int of "i eat consequence With tlu’iu foi ns they dunk no 
spiiitnoiis liipiois they are \erj' curious nml discs*! mil" in the taste 
and qualities oi wnleis 1 

Two joins later n Consultation or the 12tli May 17a2 refolds 
Mi Lawience Sulivnn on delnenng charge of the custom house 
to Mr Thomas ITodges, and after taking the oath tendered hint 
b\ the President and one of the committee, is appointed his 
Mnjestj ’s Justice ol Peace foi legalutMi" gum ml to erect houses 
nml previ lit enci oachincnts on the high loads ^ 

On the question ol oncumchments a Consultation or the 10th Match 
17a 1 recouls* Tiuvcin] ot the inhubilmits within the low'll wall 


1 The Gris n w a spinous nn v ph vsintlv 1 "itl out in wall a plaited v ilh tree' 
On the croon w is situated the milv Knjrli'li church at Binuhav mil which war full 
mi fin lent fur nnv pn-sil.lc eoncre,; ition i.f them nt it 'J his ihurtli was i buildim* 
ealrcmclv nrat commodious nml nm (Grose's Yovacc, I .12) Besides the Grtcu 
Bi.mhnv had two verv pleasant cardcn* cultivated nftcr the European manner 
'J lie one a little v av out of the Rates upon to auv English Rentlcm in , the other 
much laiper and finer at about five miles di-t.inie from the town, (hit is it l’nrel, 
where the Governor had a 'erv ncrecablc counti v house Grose remarks 'Jhi> 
liou'C vws oriRinillv a Romish chnpel bclonpiua to the Jesuits hut confiscated al.out 
171U for some foul practices aRniust the English mtcrc't It is now, lie cnntmrcs 
(177.0), converted into a pleasant mansion-house, nml what with the additional 
I wildings and improv ements of the pardens, nfTords a spacion* and commodious 
habitation. Thcio is an avenue to it of n hedge and trees near a mile long, and 
thoiiRh near the **ea side, is sheltered from the air of it I.t ,i hill hitmen Here 
tho Govt mm ia spend most pirtot tho heats, the air lieinR cooler and fresher 
than in tov n , a-'I nothin'; is w.mtinp that nnv make a eo'intrv retirement agree 
•d.lc tiros, y, -rge, 1 -It. 

! Cn.st‘ Vo-r;c 1 I.3.’-3J 5 Grose s Vovago. I *,3 - .1 1 ' (iiosr s Yovnge, I P" 

‘IS.iiii (i..v ConsuUatiniiI2thM.lv 177.2, fill, llnrv 17. of I7V2, ISO. 
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have made encroachments on the high roads and elected sheds and 
buildings without license. These encroachments having been 
inspected by the proper officers, to prevent anything ot this n.ituic 
lccurring 111 future, the rules and regulations now affixed at the 
foot of this Consultation are ordered to be deposited in the Collector’s 
office. Further that the inhabitants may be duly uppiised thcieoi 
and no one plead ignorance, these regulations are oidcrcd to be made 
public by beat of drum. 1 

The following publication by the Honourable Richard Bourchier 
Esquire, President and Governor of His Majesty’s Castle and 
Island, Bombay, was accordinglj’ issued : 

Whereas, in contempt of the Government, scicral of the inhabit- 
ants have made encroachments on the high roads hv erecting 
buildings and sheds without license, the said President and Gov- 
ernor by and with the advice and consent of his Council- lias 
thought proper to ordain and direct that all cajan or palm-loafed 
sheds and pent-houses are to ho pulled down till the monsoon 
sets in. Liberty will then be obtained for refixing such as nio 
necessary and these will continue till the bi caking up of the mon- 
soon and no longer^ That all pent-liouses whether tlmtclied or 
tiled made without leave that appear encroach ments in the streets 
lie pulled down. That in future no houses walls compounds or 
sheds he elected within the town wall befoie a certificate is granted 
by the committee under tlieir hands for that purpose. Every 
stoiehonsc elected within the town wall to be covered with tiles 
in less. than thirty days or elso to be pulled down and the owner 
thereof fined j and all cajan or palm-leaf huts to be umoofed. 
When liberty is given for building a house the applicant must 
set about it in twenty days No stones chunam or other materials 
to lay longci in the public street than ten days befoie the work 
of building begins. All the grnmalook (prickly -pear the Por- 
tuguese gi.To maluco) hedges within the town wall to he dug up 
by the loots, especially those round the rainpai Ls. Hint, as few 
of the piesent holders of houses agree with the names on the rent 
loll, the name of every person purchasing a house within the 
walls be recorded in the Collectors office before the puichaser 
entu's in the premises. That, piovidcd upon lemcasui ement they 
aic found offenders, evciy poison ,wlio has insisted on having 
his g 1 ound mcasui cd to prove he has made no c lcioacliments, pay 
Captain Cameron’s fees besides the fine. That no storehouse be 
built within the town wall under a thousand rupees value If 
any one piesume to act in contempt of the above regulations, he 
shall be subject to such, penalty as the Honourable the President 
and Council pleases to inflict And that no one may presume to 
plead ignoiance hereof the said President and Governor hath 
caused this notice to be published by beat of drum and affixed at 
the usual places. Dated in Bombay Castle this 19tli Maicli 1/54. 2 


1 Horn Gov. ConMiUalinn 19 lli March Tub Diary 27 of 175J. 91, 

5 Pub. Diary 27 of 1751, 97-98 Foi rent’s Home Scnc--, II, 83, 
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Letter from Mi. John Spencer, Collector, to the Picsident and 
Council, 39th November 17.'i-i On examining into the meiits 
ol the petition oi Manocl Baietto unci Limji, entered m Consulta- 
tion of the 6th August Inst, I find that, in lfgard to the trees c\or 
since the digging of the town ditch they do labour under the 
hardships they set iorth. When the ditch was begun the President 
and Council insisted on Mnnoel Baretto and Limji permitting a 
number of houses to he lniilt m their respective oarts within the 
walls to be inhabited by the military I understand that most of 
the military base iound means to evade paying the owner the usual 
quit-rent ot six if*. Further by all accounts the petitioners suffer 
iiotn the onrts being inhabited, as this picvcnts the trees being 
propel ly cultiurlcd. As they show in then petition a desrre ot 
changing tircir oarts for others of the Honourable Company's, 
I thought it necessary to order the vcrcndoies to make a valuation 
of the trees ns they now stand in the cxnctcst manner they possibly 
could according to the nature of the trees Tin's valuation and 
report are enclosed for youi Honour's perusal The gi ound of these 
oarts being for the most part filled up by very ordinary houses, 
I applied to the clcilc of the woiks to give me a plan of that 
part of the town that your Honour might for in the bettci 
judgment in regard to their removal in ordci to make loom for 
houses foi merchants of sub-dance which at present me so much 
wanted within the walls. His attention to other mntteis has pie- 
rented the clcik of the works finishing the plnn m the manner 
lie intended. Yet as enough of it is peitormed to give your Honour 
the ncccssaiy knowledge ot the giound, I did not think it neces- 
sary to detain the report on that account. As to the fine laid on 
Mnnoel Baretto, the gentlemen of that committee being members 
of the Board, can infoim your Honour wliat may be neccss.ny iu 
regard thereto 1 

The Toreadores’ ropoit on the number and value of trees and 
the area of empty spaces gives the following details 1 : 
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1 rub Diary 28 of 1755, 39-40 

a Pah Diary 23 of 1733, 41-42. Besides the trees shown m the statement there 
was in the Tcjaudi oart one tree, hearing fruit, valued at Ee 2^ and one tree, to bear 
fnut, rained nt Rs 2, n Inch brought the total to 43S trees and 177-4 J rupees The 
advance calculated nt 400 to 430 per cent brought the total of Rs. J 774-* to 
Rr. 0005-2-12. 
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A Consultation of tlio 16tlv December 175 b lccoids : Mr. "William 
Andrew Pi ice, paymaster to the additional fortifications and buildings, 
lays before the Board an account amounting to Its. 740-2-50 of the 
valuation of certain houses, being pait of what must be pulled down 
to make the ravelin before the Baziir Gate, and to clear the ground 
about Dongri Port. This account being judged equitable he is oidered 
to discharge it. 1 

In their letter of 31st January 1756, paragraph 121, Government 
write to the Court : A house belonging to the Lionourable Company 
situated near the horse stables, being m so ruinous a condition that 
it would have cost Rs. 1000 to repair it, and then only accom- 
modate one of your servants, we judged it more your IlonoiuV 
interest to dispose of it together with the compound. They wcie 
accordingly sold the 20th May for Rs. 2705, w rich sum appears a 
gain on the general books as it was never bi ought on. 2 * 

In the same letter of 3lst January 1756, paragraph 125, Govern- 
ment add : Mr. Samuel Hough found the maiino house in a much 
woise condition than could be expected, rcndeiing it necessary 
almost to rebuild it. An account of the charges incuncd ho pre- 
sented in Consultation the 15th July amounting to Rs. 7117-3-17. 
Being persuaded he had carried on the repans with the utmost 
frugality by daily overlooking the workmen and expense of mate- 
rials, we ordered him to he lcimbursed out of the treasury which 
we hope your Honours will deem reasonable.® 

At the close of the same year, 15th December 1750, in paragraph 
114, Government write to the CouiL: The superintendent repre- 
senting that the marine suffered great inconvenience bj r being much 
streiglitoned for loom in the warehouses where the general stores 
were kept for the use of their ciuizeis and that the warehouses like- 
wise wanted new roofing, we ordered the land paymaster to lepair 
and enlarge them in such manner as the service rcqniicd under the 
superintendent’s inspection.' 4 

As lcgards the increase of houses within the town on Iho 31st 
March 1756 the Court wiilc : It is with satisfaction we observe your 
scheme for accommodating many of the creditable inhabitants in the 
town, who, much against their inclinations, wore obliged to live without 
it. "We shall add that wliatci er regulations aie made for the encourage- 
ment of the people in general and of the richer sort in particular, 
will always meet with onr approbation when, they aie calculated for 
the mutual intcreit of the Company and the people residing under 
their protection. 5 . 

A Consultation of the 10th August 1756 records : Pait of the dam 
Captain Jacques do Funck has made to confine the water in the town 

1 Pub Dial y 23 of 1733, 479, 

5 Pub. Diary 2S of 175.1, 217. Pub. Pep. L. to tlio Court Yol 4 of 17GG-57, *14.45. 

a Pub Diniy 28 of 1753, 27G Pub. Pop L to the Court Vol. 4 of 1750-57, 45. 

* Pub Pop Lottcis to tho Couit Vol 4 of 1750-G7, 103. 

5 Couit to ISombay 31st March 1750 paia 90, Pub. Pm>. Couit’s Lottos Yol. 1 of 
1732-1730, 309-310. 
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diMi from jns-mg tovvirds the ravelin netl flic lh/Ar Gate 1 m* 
given wav. .Should Ilia whole darn give wav no water will remain in 
the (litelianl in consequence the town wells will become diy To 
avoid surh a calamity, . 1 - the whole dam appeals weak, the President 
piopn-cs tlrvl Captain l)e l'unt'k ha onleied to make another dam 
twenty 01 thirty feet fi.un the present one. In this the Board 
concur. 1 

In 17. Vi with a view to clear a still larger area round the town 
wall more coenmut trees had to he cut down To obtain compensation 
for these trees, on the 18th March 1737, the Bombay fnrand.ars made 
the following petition to Government* Tiiat in the month of October 
last jour IIonmiK wete pleased to order to cut down a number or 
eneoamit trees belonging to your petitioners round the town wall 
which having been the only meins and leincdy for jour petitioners 
and theirfniniliesto subsist 11 pm, your petitioners suffered much thereby. 
In this great no. c->ity v our ]<etitioncrs make this application to 
jour Honours Imping yotu Honours will out of your wonted com- 
pletion be pleased to take the case into j-our consideration so that voui 
petitioners m ij have due reparation made them for their trees. The 
Hououiahle Company have on several occasions cut down coeoanut trees 
of the fa/andars’ oarts l'or thc.sc they alvvnvs gave just and lull 
satisfaction, tree for tree, otherwise your Honours’ petitioners must 
have been hioken and Mined.* 

ltcforruig to the abov c petition a CoiiMillation of the lStli Manh 1757 
records : Ileal a petition fiom the Bombij- f.iz.mdars praying a 
consideration for their coeoanul trees being cut down within the 
distance of 400 vards round the town wall pursuant to an onlci of the 
select committee under the 13th October last for making a proper 
clcai incc on the esplanade for the guns The«e tiees having been 
valued bv the veieadmcs previous to their being cut down we observe 
amount to Its. 31,'353’i nceoidmg to tlicir estimate now before ns 
As the veicadorcs have not insetted at what i.ate they value each soil 
of tree, tlio Collecloi isordeied to deliver man exact and paitieular 
account of their w m lli that the faaandars may liav e suitable satisfac- 
tion made them '* 

Agiecahlv to the above Older on the 22nd March 1757 the Collectoi 
rcpoits* In consequence of j*our Honoui’s diieetians to me in the 
Secictarv’s lottci of the 18th I called upon the vercadoies to explain 
to mo the method tlicj’ had made use of 111 valuing the trees cut clow n 
in October last by your Honours direction*- I find they have 
estimated them 111 a manner quite diffeient from that practised 
in lcgarcl to those cut down m the time of Govcrnoi Law n> yom 
Honour will obsoi \e on icferciice to the account I now enclose In 
this I have thought piopci to msoi t an additional column oxpicssing 
value accoiding to the usual method of valuing cocoa p rims Tlieic 


1 Bum f.o\. CoiiMiltation 10th Aug 175G, l’uli D.nrv 20 of 1750, 217 --05 
\ l’uli Bi.iry 20 of 1757, SO 

5 Bum l.o\ C'.iiisiiltvtion lStli M.urli 1757, I’lih Ilnrj ,10 of 1757, S- 
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is also an abslinct annexed at tlie foot of the said account showing the 
amount according to the usual method of valuation. 1 

Palm Tires tit Pi irate Oarti, I7J7. 
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On receipt of the above details on the 22nd Mai eh 1757 the Board 
observe: Read a letter from the Collector advising that the cocoanut 
tiecs which weie cut down in October near the town wall, according 
io the late at which tiecs have been alwaj-s valued and paid for by 
the Ilonouiable Company, amount only to Rs. 8443$ instead of 
Rk. 31,‘3'i 3 1 as valued by the vcicadorcs. Directed thercfoic that the 
vereadoies be inquired to attend at our next meeting to assign their 
leasons for having made such an exoibilant valuation. 2 

On the 29th Maich 1737 the vcicadorcs attended as icquircd when 
the Board pass the following order : The veieadoics attending 
agreeable to order allege that their icason for valuing the cocoanut 
trees cut down round the town wall in the manner they have, is 
because the value of tiecs has of late yeais so gieatly increased. 
They arc ncvci tholess reprimanded foi not having inserted a column 
in then rcpoit to apprise us of the adiance they put on the tiecs. At 
the same time as the proprietors are willing to accept trees from the 
Honouiablc Company in lieu ol those cut down, it is lesolved that the 
Collector be ordered to assign them tiecs agieeable to the method 
observed in the time of Pi csident Law, and to make a icpoit thereof 
that we may determine on making good any deficiency which cannot 
be paid in trees. 3 

A Consultation of the 10th May 1757 has the following entry: 
The Pi csident obseivcs that under the 6th July 1739 the Council 
passed a resolution that from that time no houses should be made or 
lcbuill nor any tiecs planted within 400 yards of the town wall. This 
resolution is now nccoidmgly road But as the publication therein 
mentioned is not to bo found in the office it may be doubted whether 
the inhabitants weie apprised of the above resolution. Messis, Crom- 
melm, Sedguickc, and J-Ioinby aie therefore appointed a committee 
for malting the necessary inquiry whether such jiublication was actually 
mado and if anything contradictory thereto appears m the Consul- 


i Pub. Dial y 30 of 1757, 90 -97. 

Bom. Gov Consultation 22nd Mur, 1757i Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 95 
* Bom Gov. Consultation 29tli Mai. 1757, Tub. Diary 30 of 1767, 101. 
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Chapter IV. tationc. Wo imagine many o£ the oocoannt trees cnfc down round the 

Fortifications ^°"' n wa ^ October may have been planted contrary to tho above 

nnd. Buildintrs resolution Notwithstanding: the permission noticed in the Consulta- 
tion of the 20th March last the Collectoi is therefore directed not to 
Compcnsit’on, g. lve u, e pioprictors any equivalent nor put auy pcison who owned any 
of the trees cut down in October in po«ses-ion of trees belonging to the 
Honourable Company without first making a report to us in what 
manner he piopores doing it 1 

Agreeably to the above order on the 11th June 1757 the Collector 
reports : In obedience to your commands of the lOtli ultimo I now 
lay before the Bond two accounts of cocoannt trees belonging to the 
Honourable Company proposed to be delivered the piopnctors in lieu 
of those cut down by your ordcis in October last The first marked 
No, 1, chiefly situate at Malum, arc in a veiy bad condition indeed 
through tho neglect of tlic farmers. Noi, in fact, aic they anything 
/ K like equivalent in value to those cut down belonging to the pioprictors, 

although, from the manner of the valuation, they appear to be so. The 
second- ranked No. 2, are chiefly situate at Bomhay and are in all 
respects pretty equal to those cut down. As the proprietors and their 
families are chiefly inliabltmts of Bombay, they have requested me to 
represent to your Honours on their Lel/df that it would be extremely , 
inconvenient to have trees given them at Mftlrim exclusive ol the con- 
sideration that they should be great sufferers by receiving trees there 
as those proposed to be delivered are much inferior in woith to those 
cut down - 

The following i« an abstract of the Mfihim palms proposed to bo 
delivered in exchange for trees cut down round the town wall in 
October 1756 s . 

Palm Trees at Mahim, 17SD. 



* Bom Gov. Consultation lOtli liny 1767, Pub Diary 30 of 1767, 147- 14S 

* Pub Diary 30 of 1757, 226 - 226 3 Pub, Diarj 30 of 1757, 231 ■ 232 
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According to the following account the result of these allotments Chapter IV. 
showed a balance of Rs. 1514 still due to the owners of trees :* Fortifications 
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1614 



Thereupon, on the 17tli June 1757, the Board, taking into con- 
sideration the Collector’s above letter respecting their making an 
equivalent to the proprietors of the cocoanut trees cut down round 
the town wall in October last, resolved that the Collector be diiected 
to put the people in possession of some of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s oarts at Mdlnm agreeable to the account he then enclosed. 
They add : Notwithstanding the inconvenience the Collector repre- 
sents wo think the proprietors will thus be sufficiently recompensed 
especially as it was as highly necessarj' for their security and that of 
the inhabitants in geneial as for our Honourable Masters’ estate and 
property that there should be a pioper clearance round the town 
wall in case of the place being attacked.® 

Three weeks later a Consultation of the 5th July 1757 further 
records : Read a petition from the proprietors of the cocoanut trees 
cut down lound the town wall in October last, representing that 
they shall be great sufferers by receiving the Honourable Company’s 
trees at Mahim in lieu thereof and praying to be considered on 
that account. Resolved : As we are unanimously of opinion that 
they will be sufficiently recompensed their petition is rejected 8 

Six weeks later, the 23rd August 1757, the Collector reports: 
Some of the proprietors of the cocoanut trees cut down by your 
Honour’s order in October last and who in consequence of your orders 
have been acquainted with and tendered such as I with your 
approbation lately assigned them in lieu, having requested me to 
represent to your Honour that they should instead thereof 
rather choose a space of the ground round the town wall to 
cultivate for batty, I request your Honour’s orders thereon, os 
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also to know if I may let out wliat may remain on the usual terms 
to such ns lmvc applied for it 1 

Thereupon on the 23rd August 1757 the Board eluent * We 
cntiielj’’ i eject the lequest of the piopiietois of the cocoanut trees 
cut down in Octohei last to have any of the giound round the town 
wall assigned them to cultivate batty as equivalent for their trees 
instead of those we have given them belonging to the Honouiable 
Company at Mdhim as we do not know how tar it may he deemed 
necessaiy to extend the fortifications 5 

In the matter of the valuation of certain houses the clerk of the 
woiks reports on the 23id May 1757 I received a letter fiom Mr. 
William Andrew Puce paymaster to the new fortifications, dated 
30th November 1755, desning me to nttend at the valuation of 
four houses belonging to Lakshumanset, Sivaji Dharamsct, Ydman, 
and Bdluset, and two mosques that Captain Dc Funck thought 
necessaiy to have pulled down I aftei wards received another 
letter from Mr. Thomas Byfeld paymaster to the new fortifications, 
of the 24th Maicli 175G, desiung a calculate of chaiges not only 
for lcmoving the mateiials of several houses between the Ba z&i 
Gate and the different flags placed by Captain De Funck fioin 
above Dongri lound to Back Bay, but an estimate also of the 
expense that would be occasioned by rebuilding sueli houses with 
the same mateiials m some other places more i emote. Both these 
ordcis were complied with without loss of tunc The lattei like- 
wise directed that all the cocoanut ti ces pointed out by Mi Warner 
should be included in the calculate at tlieir full value ns the proprie- 
tors were to have an equivalent given them out of the Honouiable 
Company’s oaxts This estimate was never made, as an order from 
the select committee of the 13th of October 1756 rendered that in 
a great measure unnecessary I was also further desued m the 
course of this sui vcy to have due regaid to such houses as were 
either repaued or rebuilt within 400 yards of the town nail since 
the time such lepaiis weie positively foibid by a publication 
issued in Governor Law’s time and remarks aie accoidmgly made 
where anything was found that could with certainty appear to be 
a bieach of that ordei On tins occasion I cannot omit to 
mention 260 houses budt round the town wall within 400 yards by 
leave only from the ground farmers. Within the line of valuation 
marked out by Captain Du Funck weie 984 bouses, 660 of which 
weie upon the Honouiable Company's giound, including 176 lately 
burnt down, 321 are m oaits belonging to fazandais, and 260 stand 
upon the ground that was farmed out. A suivey of those last 
mentioned accompanies this and the fazandars have always pos- 
sessed a powei of guing liberty to build upon thcii own ground. 
All such persons as weie desirous- of building upon tlie Company’s 
giound have constantly made application to the Collector ior his 
note of leave. This note is directed to the clerk of the woiks who 
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always gives a dischaige in writing for his fee signed by himself 
and specifying the length and hicadtli in feet and the contents in 
squaie yaids. Whoever fails to produce this note, is always 
supposed to have built or rcpaiied without leave This note Avas 
nil along demanded but as no inoie than five or six appealed, your 
Honour will receive with this a list of 484> houses valued at 
Rs. 57,952 whose owneis should be asked to explain under what 
authority they were built Permit me to piesent with this an 
account of wages due to the bricklayers carpcnterB and others who 
assisted at the valuations but wcie not in the Honourable Com- 
pany's service. 1 * 

On receipt of the abovo report on the 17tli Juno 1757 the Board 
record the following order : Read the above letter from the cleik of 
the ivories concerning his suivey of houses and buildings without 
the town wall. He mentions that 260 houses have been built 
by leave only from the giound fanners and in contempt of the 
publication issued by President Law' and his Council in July 1739 
positively foi bidding that any houses should be built or re-made 
after that time within the distance of 400 yards of the town Avail, 
as also that only five or six notes fiom the Collector Avcro shown 
him by the ow'ncrs of 484 other houses. In spite of this in order as 
much as possible to prevent the inhabitants having any cause for 
complaint, it is agreed that a publication bo issued by boat of dium 
lequiring all poisons possessed of houses round the town Avail to 
deliver whatever powers or authorities they may have obtained for 
building the same to the Collector by this day month. Othei Aviso 
that Ave shall take it for gi anted that such people as do not sheAV 
obedience thereto have built all tlicir houses Avithout any authority, 
and shall piocecd accordingly. 8 

Regarding the result of this publication on the 4th November 
1757 the Collector lopoits: In consequence of the publication 
issued by your Honour’s direction on the 17 th June last, the pro- 
prietors of such houses as aie therein mentioned have attended the 
Collector’s office and in obedience to your commands of the same 
date I now enclose a report of such as have ns avcII as such as have 
not produced building A'ouclicrs The latter in general declare they 
Avere once possessed of proper authorities and as proof thereof re- 
ferred me to the Honourable Company’s lent lolls Avhich I thought 
pioper to retrospect as far as 1738 in order that your Honour 
might be informed AVith gieater ceitainty Avhcther any and which 
of the said houses might have been built or re-built AA'ithin 400 
yards since tho publication in 1739. No giound belonging to the 
Honourable Company on which houses are built can appear in the 
rent roll, but such as had originally pioper permits for building on. 
For though it Avasfoimerly usual for the paymaster, the clerk of the 
works, and others to give permits, yet those permits AA r eio always 
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produced at the Collector’s office and the measure of the ground 
inserted in the rent lolls in order for the annual collection of the 
rent From whence your Honour will please to observe that those 
which are said m the repoit to have appeared on the rent loll m 
173S must have been standing befoie the date of the aforementioned 
publication and had originally pioper authority for building them. 
The proprietors of the 260 houses built lound the town wall within 
400 yards, declare that they had no other authority for the building 
them than the consent of the farmer of the ground round the town 
wall who by the tenor of his lease had no authority to grant 
permission without the Collector’s order 1 * 

On receipt of the Collector’s report, the 11th November 1757, the 
Board dnect Read the above letter from the Collector in consequence 
of our publication and orders of the 1 7th June last, regarding the 
houses built round the town wall and enclosing a lepoit of such 
propzictors ns have and have not pioduced authonties ior building 
houses and representing that 260 houses have been built by per- 
mission only fiorn the giound farmer. Resolved theicfoie thnt the 
Collector be ordered to pull those 260 houses down without allow- 
ing the owneis an}* compensation as they have built them without 
the consent of the Collector for the time being. Also to lequne the 
proprietors of the remaining 484 houses situate without the Bnzdr 
Gate to deliver him an account of the cost of building or repairing 
them with the dates when the same may have been done tor our 
inspection that by that means we may know to a certainty 
whether any or how many of those houses have been built or 
lepaired m contempt of the publication issued in 17K9. 8 

Regarding the cleansing of the town tlie Bombay Diaiy of 22nd 
November 1737 has the iollowing entry: As the town has become 
very dirty m great measuie owing to the little l egard the inhabit- 
ants pay to the scavenger on account of his being always n junior 
servant, the Boaid agreed that a member of the Boaul be appointed 
to that office; and that all houses within tlie town he proportionally 
taxed for maintaining a sufficient number of labourers, caits, nnd 
buflaloes for keeping tlie town clean 3 4 

Befoi e allowing people to build or re-build without the town wall it was 
necessary to detciminc what space should be left unoccupied by house 1 : 
To this end it uas necessary to fix the plan of fortifying the town 
on the land side. In connection uith tins subject a Consultation of the 
10th May 1757 lecords ■ As it will necessarily he a considerable time 
befoi c any material resolution fox foihfring Bombay town on the 
land side can bo carried into execution, it is directed that the Seciotaiy 
require the chief cngincei as soon as he can to deliver in the plan he 
has proposed for that purpose 1 


1 Pnb Diarj 30 of 1757, 417. 
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Three months later Government was asked to sanction the palling 
down of certain houses nest the Bazdr Gate On the 9th August 1757 
the Board direct : The Major representing that certain large stone and 
chu'nam houses nest the Baz&r Gate must be pulled down, the now 
foitification paj-mastcr is directed to set about the work immediately 
and to advance the owncis onc-foui tli part of their value as calculated 
by the clerk of the works on a late suivcy thereof on account of the 
expense they must incur in removing the materials to build their houses 
clscwheie 1 

In connection with the demolition of these houses, on the 23rd 
August 1757, the Collector wiites to Government- Scvcial of the 
proprietors of the houses now pulling down by your Honours orders 
just without the Bazdr Gate having lately applied to me for ground to 
rebuild, I lequcstto know the exact distance you aie or may bo lcsolvcd 
to icserve without the walls, clear of houses, in older that I maj- give 
the necessity directions to pievent new buildings being erected within 
that space in future, and likewise bo enabled to deteimine as soon as 
possible what ground is pioper to give such persons as have lately 
applied. 2 

On receipt of this letter the Boaid order the Secretary to repeat 
the Bond's order of the 10th May last to the chief engineer for Ins 
laying befoie them as soon as possible the plan he lias pioposed for 
fortifying the town on the land side. Till then, they add, it is impossible 
for us to deteimine what distance it may be necessary to preserve round 
the town wall clear of houses. 3 

The cutting down of faces within the town wall and the giving of trees 
in exchange to their proprietors outside the wall, afforded an opportunity 
to have substantial buildings raised witlnn the fort A Consultation, 
the 16th August 1757, records: As the chief ongineei is m want of 
more cocoanut tices foi making embrasuics and iinisliing the battery 
under the Tank bastion, and as under the 6th of August 1754 Manoel 
Barotto and Limji have petitioned us to exchange their oarts 
within the town wall for such of the same value as belong to oui 
Honourable Masters without the wall, we shall be able to accommodate 
many substantial people with houses on gi ound at present occupied by 
the poorer sort of inhabitants. Further as in paragiaph 90 of their letter 
of 31st Mai eh 1756, the Court of Diiectors have been pleased to approve 
this scheme, it is ordered that the Collector give dnections that the 
tiecs in the oarts (which have already been valued ns cntcied under the 
the 2l6t of Januaiy 1755) bo cut down for this service and assign the 
proprietors such tiees belonging to the Honourable Company without 
the town walls as he may nudge to be of the same value, reporting 
thereof to the Board 4 . fa 

Regai ding the afoiesaid esehange of trees, on the 28th February 
1758, the Board resolve that the Collector report the value of the 


1 Bom Gov. Consultation 9tli Aug. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 302. 
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Honourable Company’s oatis, piopo c ed to be given in exchange for 
those of Mnnoel Baietto and Limji situated between the Church and 
Apollo Gates, as aUo the expense inclined b}' cutting down those tress 
and pulling doivn the houses. The Boaul ob'circ that if any honses 
lcmain in that neiglibouihood, they aio forthwith to be denied away 
and the ground surveyed and mca<=uied by the clcik of the woiks that 
we may be enabled to calculate how much a yard ought to be chaiged 
to persons dcsiious of building tlicieon 1 * 

On the 3rd March 173S the Colloctoi leports • In obedience to 
yom commands I now enclose an account of such tiecs belonging to 
the Honourable Company as with your approbation are proposed 
to be delivered to Limji and Mnnoel Barotto m heu of theirs w Inch 
I was diiccled to cut down between the Church and Apollo Gates 
Four 01 five of the trees are still standing because they cannot be cut 
down without much damage until several of the houses about them aie 
rcmoml The following statement gives the details of the exchange 
and of the expense inclined . 


Di' (1) Limji in art-aim/ mlh the Hohovrabb Company Cr_ 


n< 

To his Oart Son.lpur . . C,02i 

To Balinco . . . OS} 

To Advance on ditto at 100 

per cent ... .. CSV 

To Tn o Wcll-whctls . 

103} 

IN 

1U his Onrt Dan I em don n . . 13b j 

Bj liih Oart Tcjiudi . ... 210 

B\ D.iukamli do 137} 

B> Balance ” , . GSJ 

C 02 J 

By Net Balance due . , 1G3J 

Dn ( 2 ) Jfaiw'l Barclta in account tcilfi the Jlononrahk Company Cr 

Us 

To his Oart Tnnkori 613} 

To ditto Chaunaudi 843} 

14S3} 

To Balance 119 

ToAdi.anceat 100 percent. 120 

To Six WUl-wln-cla 00 

334 

_ . IN 

By his Oarts . . . 1=1591 

lij Bal-im-c .. .. 129 " 

1488} 

By Net Balance duo to the Hon- 

oumblc Company 334 1 

1 

1 


In the same letter, 3id March 1753, the Collectoi continues. Of the 
two hunched and sixty houses within thice hundied yaids of the town 
wall oidcicd to be pulled down, only six oi seven aie now standing. 
These arc again oideicd to be lemoved immediately. In the demolition 
of these houses no expense has or will be meuiied to the Ilonomablc 
Company, otherwise the account thcicof would now be enclosed as 
you direct 5 

On leceipt of the above information fi om the Collector, a Consultation 
of the 3id Maicli 1738 lecoids • Resolved to appiove of the oaits the 
Collectoi has assigned belonging to the Honourable Company liemg given 
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in exchange Tor those of Limji and Manool Baretlo, situated between 
the Chuich and Apollo Gates, n hose account currents aie given above 
The Collector must be required to pulldown all the houses built on those 
lands that the streets may be lined out by the clerk of the woiks and 
the new buildings be earned on in such a lcgular manner as not to 
intcifcic with the defence of the fortifications, confoimable to a plan 
which has been approved by the President and puncipal engineer. 

The same Consultation, 3id Maieli 175S, continues- As wo must 
conclude from tlie proprietors of the 4 8 1- houses situated without the 
Bazar Gate refusing to give any account of their building, that they 
have had no authority for so doing, but on the contiaiv have built oi 
repaned these houses m contempt of the publication issued m July 
1739, tlie Collector must be requued to give directions foi theii being 
pulled down without loss of time 1 

At the same Consultation, the 3rd Mnich 1758, the Boaid further 
diicct : Mr. Mace having likewise uiged the necessity of clearing 
an ay the hou c es without one bundled yaids of the line to he earned on 
fiom Dongii to Back Bay, it is oidcred that the now foititieatiou pay- 
master and clerk of the works survey, value, and lepoit the expense 
uliich will attend their iemov.nl But that such houses as Mr. Mace 
wants to be immediately cleared away be valued and pulled down 
without waiting foi the report being delivcied to tlie Boaid. 8 

A Consultation of the 1st May 1750 leeoids: Read a letter fiom 
tlie Collector enclosing the vcicadoies J estimate of the eocoauut trees 
cut down in Match 375S, amounting to Us. 2208}, toeairy on the 
intended wall from Dongri to Back Bay; proposing also to let out such 
of tlie Honoui able Company’s carts as u eic not i ented on the 3 Olb 
ultimo Oidcicd that the Collector assign the proprielois of the above 
ment.oncd tiees an equivalent out of the said oat ts for those cut down 
iu Maieli 1758, after u Inch wc shall dctoimine on leasing out tho 
icmaindcr or those oarts. 8 

A Consultation of the 29th A ray 3759 lccords : Read a letler fiom 
the Collector enclosing an account valuation of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s trees at Malum which lie pioposcs delivering the piopuctois of 
those cut down in Maich 1758 with the propi ictovs' accounts current 
and an account of the produce of Puckravol, respecting which the 
following oidcis arc given: That such of tho Muliim oaits as he 
proposes be delivered to the piopiiclois of thoso cut down in March 
1758 to cany on the intended line fiom Dongii to Back Bay, but tha t 
the Collector take proper caio of tho icmaindcr of the oarts which wore 
not let out the 10th ultimo, as wc imagine tlieio may bo occasion to 
exchange 6ome moio of them on that account. We approve of his 
dclncTing to Gambit ji Putlilji the icmaindcr of tho oart Runsalc on his 
paying Its 17£G£ for it, agreeable to the voicadovcs' valuation. We 
also appiove of Mr. Richard Nowland cither paying or receiving tho 
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difference between the spots of ground belonging to the Mrizgaon 
c«lntc situated m P\ickravoI and those belonging to Fuckrav ol situated 
in the Mazgnon estate (aceoidmgto the \ creacloics' repot fc) to avoid the 
disputes which would in all piobabihty arise on then being possessed 
liv different persons. And, for the icason given by the Collector, we 
likewise agree to ln« cultn ating and paving the pension of the several 
spots of salt batty giound belonging to our Honourable Masters 
boi deling on Puckvavol and the Mrfzgnon estate. 1 

Lettci from the principal engineer Majoi James Maco to the Presi- 
dent and Council, 22nd July 1759. It is humbly rcpicseutcd to youi 
Honour that theic is an absolute necessity for pulling down or otherwise 
destroying the village without the Apollo Gate together with the 
cocoanufc ticcs and houses adjacent, also the walls and oilier buildings 
in and about the burying ground The icasons are that those places 
jointly or separately aie capable of concealing and covering a great 
number of ti oops should an enemy land onoi near Old Woman's island 2 
They will bo found piopcr places for them to occupy and commence 
their appioaclics. Fiom thorn al«o an enemy can gieatly annoy the 
gamson, and in one night be able to make the position so tenable that 
our w hole stiength could hardly force them to abandon it E\ en should 
w c buccccd, it might cost us very dear, while were we to suffer them 
to hold the position unmolested, it must oblige us to keep on duty 
more tioops than out number can admit of That all stiawr or liay in 
quantities neai the fortifications oi powder-house be immediately 
lomovcd to a propci distance from the same That all houses and 
buildings within the town that are nearer than 63 feet from the inside 
of the paiapct as lately thickened by Majoi Mace be taken down and 
removed. That no buddings be suffeied to stand w ithin *100 yards of 
the town walls. Tliat all sails and othei combustible stuff said to be 
in the long store looms in the dockyard be removed to some place 
distant fiom tlience, and that there be at least 100 casks or tanks full 
of water deposited m different parts of tlie said yaid together with 
engines to extinguish any file that may happen m that part 5 

On this letter being read at a Consultation on the 2ilh July 1759, 
the Secretary is directed to lemaik to Majoi Mace that it liasveiy 
lately been ropiesented by himself and othei principal officers that oui 
putting the work's next the haibour m the best condition was deemed 


i Puli Tharj 32 of 1759, 353 - 331 

3 Adjoining to Bombay (at low water) is (1775) a small island called Old Woman ’a 
island winch parti } forms the north side or entrance of the harbour It is about two 
miles and a half long near the extreme point of which, next tlie sea, is a a cry lofty 
light house, the liglitof which is bo bright and well watched that itmaj he discerned 
at fise leagues distance On this island are two huge banacks for the inilitarj. home 
times a camp is formed here It has good gr its, not many trees and a few houses hut 
neither town nor ullage It lies so ' ery open to the sea all ronnd as to ho deemed a 
very healthy pliee, wluthci people after recovering fiom illness fieqnentlj move for 

a change of air There are hi tter fish and a larger quantitv caught about tins island 

than in the parts adjacent, esncri.illy sea tortoise In the farther or inner part of the 
hnrbnui arc two small is] imls, liuth inhabited The first is called Ifaianja which is 
famed for its oysters The other or inner one is named Elephants Parsons’ Travels 

in Asia and America (1808), 217. 3 * Pnb Diary 33 of 1759, 449 - 400. 
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by liim the most essential for the defence of the island' and that w e 
desire to know whethei he has or can procme a sufficient number of 
workmen for immediately performing both services. If otherwise, 
which of the two in his opinion ought to be done first . 1 

In lcply, on the 27th July 1759, Major Mace writes: Concerning 
my letter representing the necessity of destroying the buildings without 
the Apollo Gate, your Honour has been pleased to direct that it should 
be remarked to me that it had very lately boon represented by myself 
and other principal officers that putting the woiks nest the harbour in 
the best condition was deemed by me the most essential for the defence 
of the island. To this I humbly answer that my joining in opinion 
that the works next the harbour w ere essential to the picservation of 
the place cannot, I humbly presume, he construed to mean that no 
attention was to he paid to the others. It can hardly he imagined I 
should mean that the pufting that side only in good posture of defence 
would he sufficient to protect the island from the insults of an enemy. 
At the time abovemenlioncd by 3 -our Honour I had the honour to 
represent my uneasiness at the lowness of the cui tain between the Flag 
and Cavalier .Bastions, likewise the tw 0 faces of the Cavalier Bastion 
and also the little height of the low flanks at the Royal Bastion which 
might he jumped into fiom a boat. All which I pioposcd to heighten, 
and this your Honour was pleaded to approve and dnect me to do. 
That very day I commenced, and I may venture to say they have been 
earned on with surprising despatch, notwithstanding the difficult}' 1 
have laboured under both for the want of labouiers and of clmnam. 

Your Honours are pleased to desiic me to know whether I have or 
can procuie a sufficient number of woikmen for performing both 
sei vices immediately, and if not, which of the two in my opinion ought 
to he done first. As to my having a sufficient number of workmen, 
I humbly appieliend that it is known I have very many times cxpiesscd 
my uneasiness at the want of men when I have been obliged to lend 
them to other brandies of business, and I have not had enough for that 
under my charge. As to my proem ing moic I should soon do it, was 
it in my power 3 nor have I been neglectful in ondeavouimg to piocure 
men. As to w-hich of the two woilcs ought in my opinion to be fiist 
begun the question indeed is very nice To answer as full}- as I can 
and in the way I appieliend your Honour intends me, I think the 
Apollo Gale buildings might he destroyed without much liindiancc to 
the works carrying on and ought to he dcsti oyed as soon as possible. 
Since many things now have to ho done which undoubtedly icquire the 
utmost despatch, I hope your Honour will lie pleased to take it into 
consideration that I may by some means or other be furnished with 
moie w'oikmen, labourers and women to cairy oaitli and sand. I 
hope likewise your Ilonoui will be pleased to consider that to eicct tho 
false sea-marks and disguise the othcis (which I am setting about), will 
further diam the fortifications of woikmg people especially as tlie 
sea-marks are at such a distance. In regard to those on Old Woman’s 
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island, if I may presume to advise, I should be foi destioying "one oE 
the tombs (instead of disguising it) and electing a false one in another 
place 1 

At a Consultation held regaiding this letter on the 31st July 1759, 
the piincipal engmoei being pie=ent is ordcied conformable to hi= re- 
commendation to destioy one of tbo tombs on Old Woman’s island and 
to erect a false tomb m anotbei place The detei mining it ith respect 
to pulling doivn the houses buildings and tiecs without the Apollo Gate 
and contiguous to the ramp aits is defcned till oni next meeting ! 

At the next Consultation, the7th Augu=t 1759, thefollovving decision 
is recoided' Talcing into consideration the letters from Major Mace, 
principal engineer, rei'ened to in the Consultations of the :14th and 
dlst ultimo, in the former of which, with the adv ice of the two of His 
Majesty’s captains of aitillery, lie in the strongest terms icpiesents 
the absolute necessity for oui pulling and cutting don n the houses 
and trees without tlic Apollo Gate, as liken isc the buildings at the 
buiial giound and all others within 100 vaiJs oi the town "wall and 
neaiei than Gofcetfioin the inside oi the parapet, and in his last 
lettci oxpic.-sly says that he thinks those buildings andtiees might 
be removed without much hindrance to the lest of the w oiks now 
carrying on and ought to be lemovedns soon as possible Reflect- 
ing likewise on tho reasons contained m the foimer letter in 
suppoi t of lus opinion and that he must undoubtedly be the best 
judge ot the necessity ior tailing these measures and that our 
Honourable Masteis have dnectcd us to cairy any such iepie- 
sentations from him into immediate execution ; it is resolved, 
notwithstanding the expense which will attend the lemovnl ot the 
said buildings and cutting down the trees and the haidslup of 
depriving so many people of then habitations at tbis disagieiable 
season ot the j'ear, that the piincipal engineer be ordeiod to 
acquaint the new Ratification paymaster with all such builduigi 
and tices as he judges absolutely necessary to be pulled down or 
cut dowm ioi the security of this place in Older for the principal 
ergineer’s cnirymg the same into execution ns soon as possible 
after tlic new ioi tiiicatiou paymaster is able to make a valuation 
of them.® 

At a Consultation on the 4 th September 1759 was lead the humble 
petition oi all the Piuvoes wdio lived without the Apollo Gate: 
That your Honour’s poor petitioneis humbly beg leave to submit to 
j'our consideration that they have, agieeable to the Government 
older, pulled down their houses and now cannot help tioubhng 
your Honour for your favour that your Honour will please 
to order the valuation to be paid 3 oui petitioners as their families 
aie in sheds undei gicat feai of robbery (one of them having 
been alicady lobbed) and ill health, both vvliich may roadilv 
happen on account ot the present weather and the situation they 
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are in. They huniMy think it appeal .s evident that the valuation 
made for leinovimi their houses cannot be sufficient to have such 
houses as the}' bofoie lmd ; because the calls, higari*, and aiti- 
ficers having much woik, will undoubtedly demand and lcccirc and 
have ahead}* iccci red a great deal more money than what your 
petitioners are allowed ns pci account hereunto annexed. If by 
your favour they get the valuation soon, they will lcbuild their 
houses as soon as possible. Otherwise, they must daily lose a great 
part of their materials much to their prejudice; all which your 
petitioners humbly submit to your Honour’s consideration. 1 

At the same Consultation was also read n petition from BAla 
Krishna Purvoe, praying that the Boaid Mould advance him 
Us. 2000 free of interest on account of the rent of Ins house within 
the town Avail, occupied by the King’s ofiiceis, and oITeiing to enter 
into a bond tor the balance if not cleared by that means On these 
petitions it is 01 dered that the provisional new foitification pay- 
master lay hcfoic us the \aluation of the Purvoe’s houses in order 
lor our coming to a determination with lcspoet thcicto. Bala’s 
petition is rejected ns he is knoA\n to be in A'ciy indilTcient cir- 
cumstances 2 

At a Consultation on the 1 1th Scplcmlior 175!) tlic provisional 
new i’oi tihcution paymaster presented n \nluntion of the clmigc 
of Its 1 'J,j 4U-2-S.1 rncuircd bv lately pulling down 135 houses of 
sorts AVithout the Apollo Gate and rcmo\ing the matciiuls for 
icbuilding them at a pi oper distance fiom the town Avail. Also an 
account of the rocoanut ticcs belonging to the oaits Dabory, 
Agondmn, and Bon an wliicli Avero situated in the same place 
amounting to Its. 17 1 3\. These valuations being deemed leasonnblo 
the paymaster is ordered to issue the amounts to tlic soA*cral 
proprietors ol‘ the said houses and trees. 3 

At a Consultation of the 30th October 1759, lead a petition 
from the Pui A'oes aa ho Avero lately obliged to remove fiom their 
houses Avithout the Apollo Calc, piaying that they may be alloAved 
to continue covering their present temporary habitations Avitli 
cajans, Avhich is agiced to 4 

Regai ding the power of granting permits to build new houses 
a Consultation, the 8th August 1758, iceords • The power of 
granting permits for giound to build on Avithout the toAvn A\ r alls 
having been disputed bcUvecn the engineer and Collecloi, it is 
resolved that no ground be granted to any poison for that use, 
Avithout getting a petition for the same, signed by the President 
for the time being, and that those gentlemen be ordered to pay a 
due regard thereto. 6 

In the next month, September 1758, Government received a 
petition for compensation ior a mosque pulled doAvn and for ground 
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to be used for a tank. A Consultation, the 26th September 1758, 
recoids . Bead a petition irom the Moor inhabitant 1 * - praying payment 
of the valuation ot their mosque lately pulled down ■without the 
Bazai Gate, likewise that an additional piece of ground may be 
given for a tank where the new mosque is to be built. The new 
fortification paymaster reporting that he some time 6ince offcied 
them ns well as othci people whose buildings weie taken down a 
quarter pait of the valuation conformable to our orders, agreed 
that the o9er bo repeated, but no more at present allowed them. 
Wo do not see any occasion for acquiescing in their request for an 
additional piece of ground, as the foiniei mosque hnd no tank 
before it j and that many of their mosques aie built without any 
tank in front. 1 

In tlie beginning of 1760, another petition was received when 
Government obseive on the Sth January 1760 : Bead a petition 
from the Moor inhabitants of this place, praying that the full 
valuation of their mosques which have been pulled down near 
the Bazdr Gate may be paid them, that they may build them in a 
propei place, the determining on which is defened. s 

As the warehouses near the bandar were appropriated for the 
use of the Company’s servants, room had to be piovided for the 
Company’s goods In their letter of 27th February 1700 para 165, 
Government write to the Court The range of warehouses m the 
bandar next the sea being altered to make apartments for the 
covenanted servants and warehouses proper for keeping woollen goods 
being wanted, wo ordered the warehouse-keeper to hire them on 
the lowest terms procurable. Ho reported on the 27th November 
thnt two large warehouses might be purchased for Bs 4000 to lodge 
giain adjoining to your own near the old Mandvi bastion Thinking 
that they may sell for near as much should we not have occasion 
to keep them and that purchasing them would prove far more 
fiugal than renting any at the high rent they now let for, we 
resolved on buying them Mr. Byfcld also represented that they 
might serve as lodgments for troops on an emergency Wetherefore 
ordered the Principal Engineer t o prepare them m such manner as 
might best answer that end. 3 * 

In the same letter, paragraph 16 f, Government write. It being 
necessary to remove the packing screws out of the warehouse m the 
Bandar to lodge some arrack tanks therein and to replace the screw 
without the bandar gate, a building is now carrying on for that 
pui pose.* 


1 Pub Diary 31 of 1763, 433-433 5 Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 19. 

’Pub Diary 33 of 1739, 702, Public Pep Letters to tho Court 3 ol 7 of 1700, G3-G4. 

Tho warehouses converted into Cmlmns’ quarters arc the present Custom House 

buildings After the conversion they serm to liave been named the Xew House 
On 20th June 17G0 (Pub. Diary 31 of 1760, SOS) Govmd &hivr4mpant an officer of 
liftna thatis Peshwa B'iUp BAjirao (1740-1761) Lid a moating with tho President 
and Council at the Company 'a N cw House. 

* Pub, Dop. Letters to the Court Vol 7 of 17G0, 63. 
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A month later they further intimate, 4th April 1760, para. 33 : 
Finding that the building intended for removing the packing 
screws to, might be convcited into two very good and commodious 
warehouses at an easy charge and thereby save your Honours a 
considerable sum monthly paid for warehouse rent, we have given 
directions for that purpose and that another place may be pitched on 
for fixing the screws at a cheap rate. 1 

Letter fiorn the principal engineer Major Mace to the Piesident, 
llth Apiil 1760 : On my anival here I found a number of houses 
had been levelled and trees cut down before the noith end of the 
town at about 400 yaids fiom the town walls to secure a free opening 
round them and to prevent an enemy’s turning those houses and 
walls to the disadvantage of this place, should it ever be attacked. 
There yet remain many houses within that same space and some to 
the very crest of the glacis now forming Some of those houses, 
as I am inf oi med, were not valued when the otheis were, though 
seveial are pulled down which stood farther off. The bad conse- 
quences that must arise from the vicinity of those houses, should 
this place be insulted by an enemy, aie in my humble opinion such 
ns make it absolutely necessary that no time ought to be lost m 
having them all levelled to the ground As the owners or inhabitants 
of them either plead their not being yet valued or the want of 
ground whereon to remove, your Honour will, I hope, be pleased 
to take this matter into consideration and honour me with your 
commands that I may be enabled speedily to remove so dangerous 
an evil. 2 

At a Consultation on the llth Apiil 1760 the above letter is 
read and the new fortification paymaster is ordered immediately to 
make an estimate of the expense which will be incuired by pulling 
down the houses. At the same time Messis Hornby and Holford 
are appointed a committee join tty with the puncipal engineer for 
pitching on a proper place whereon to rebuild the said houses and 
buildings. 3 

At a Consultation on the 15th May 1760, on Messrs. Hornby and 
Holford delivering a valuation of the charge which -will be incurred 
by pulling down seveial houses without the town wall and rebuild- 
ing them lit a proper distance conformable to the order of the llth 
ultimo, the new fortification paymaster is ordoied to discharge 
the amount being Hs. 25o6-3-68. 4 

At a Consultation on the 5th August 1760, read a petition 
signed by twenty of tlic inhabitants whose houses are oideied to be. 
pulled down, setting forth that they aie willing to comply theiewith 
but cannot pincuie ground to lcbuild them in a proper place, and 
praying that the fazandais may be obliged to assign them ground on 
their paying the common rent and the valuation of any of the trees 
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1 Fub Diary 34 of 1760, 278 - 279. 3 Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 272. 

* Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 3G7 -3G8. 
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that it may be necessary to pull down on that account Tho Ilonoui- 
able Companies giound being all occupied we think it piopor that tho 
fazandars should be obliged to pait with u hat spate giound may be 
wanted foi this puipose on reasonable teiras th.it the inhabitants may 
not he driven to quit the island The Collectoi ami the principal 
engineer aie theiefoie oideied to settle this affan between the parties 
concerned m the most equitable mannet 1 

At a Consultation, the 2nd September 1700, the new foitifieation 
paymaster laying befoie tho Boaid a list of the \aluation of such 
houses ns have been lately pulled down, amounting to Rs 1013-3-71, 
he is dnected to discliaige such part of the whole as belongs to tho 
poorei inhabitants and without fuithei onlei to proceed in paying for 
any houses which may he pulled down, the valuation wheieof does 
not exceed R®. 200 each 3 

On the subject of tho Bombay foit ideations, in then letter of the 
23th Apul 1760, pua 97, the Direetois write The clc«cuphon of 
the additional foitificatious and no.v woiks mten lo.l at Bombay shows 
that you aie putting ustoa piodigious expense Fnithei, many of these 
woiks appeal «upeilluoas and unnccetsaiy, paihcul.uly the wall earned 
aeioss the island and batteiie® eiectcd m diffcicnt pait= Our oitleis 
weie ior Mi Mace to suivev the fortifications and transmit u- Ins 
opinion of them when we would give such dncctions -is to us Eliouhl 
appeal proper and nccessuv , yet wliatevci was unmcdi.il cly rcquuei 
for tha secimty of the island might be pcifoimed, TTc theiefoie 
appiove of pul hug down the high buildings of the foit house, laising 
batteries tow-aids the ®ca lor piotectionof tlie castle and fntifung 
youi pieis, because all tlie=e arc woiks tint will admit of no delay 
But youi wall and otliei out woiks begun and earned on wulhout our 
pci mission we deem an absolute breach of oidcib Foi these there 
could be no immediate necessity E\en Mi Be F uncle, so loi.dlv com- 
plained ot foi cxpensivencss, which you hvealieadv moie than d mbled, 
could nevei be hi ought into such measuies. Fiom the Indian powcis 
it was generally allowed you had little to fcai ; against an Europe m 
encmv some precautions were ncce«saiy, and strengthening the castle 
and for titling the liaiboui weie wise and judicious steps The piopci 
securing of these was all you ought to base done, seeing that the town 
wall was always too laigo foi youi usual garrison to defend, the 
multiplying of walls and detached distant batteucs must surely be 
highly absuid If evci an enemy should laud, pmdenee will diiectyom 
drawing away your people to the defence of yonr capital, cl=o they may 
be cut off fiom a reheat, and you fiom such amisfoitunc be unable to 
hold out. A lcccut instance oE this misconduct offcis at Cuddalorc 
(m Madras) Again, whilst mono part you aie spending immen e c sums 
for defence, in .mother of infinite consequence you are suffci jng sucli 
obstructions to be raised as may prove fatal to the place. In all 
garrisons the fort ought to have no buildings to impedo the guns or 
6hcltci an enemy. Calcutta through this weakness became an easy 
conquest. And, although this is notoriously know n, yet you have lately 

1 Pul) Diary .Ti of 1700, 091 5 Pul, I)„ r y 37 of I7G0, CP J ' 
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peimitted (but never before attempted) largo aiul lofty houses to be 
built betwixt the church and the fort, with sevcial o their, contiguous, 
and thus yotu foi tific.vtions which had a considerable space for its guns 
one way, is almost blocked up on all sides, an evil ve aic deteiinmed 
to remove, anil tliercfoie positively older all such buildings to be 
immediately razed. Nor shall you ever suffer any house to be ciceted, 
but with the approbation in writing of the engineer or gunner 
signifying that it can zn no shape detriment the Castle 1 

At a Consultation, the 20th November 1761, the Collector 
lepiesenting that seveial people have petitioned foi permission to 
rebuild their houses within 600 yards of the town wall, and desiring 
the Bond's older theicon, he with Mr' Hornby and Ilolford aie 
appointed a committee to inquire into the matter and to make a repoit 
thereof to ns after examining the scveial oiders which have been issued 
on this head since the commencement of the new works. They must 
also take into consideiation the occupying the waste giound wheie 
the tiees were cut fiom Dongn to Back Bay, application having been 
made to build houses thereon. 2 

At a Consultation, the 15th December 1761, read the following 
report fiom the above mentioned committee. In obedience to your 
Honour’s commands under the 20th ultimo wc met to considei the 
application made by several people for pei mission to rebuild then 
houses within GOO yaids of the town wall. Having examined all 
oidcis that have been issued on that head since the commencement of 
the new works we find a publication was issued in November 1759 
piohibitmg all persons erecting or rebuilding the houses or planting 
young cocoanut trees within the space of 600 yaids lound the town 
ditch. This publication we judge must have been issued in consequence 
of Engined He Funck representing the necessity of dealing away 
that space for an esplanade But when in Maicli 17G0 the piopnetois 
of the houses situate within 600 yards which were burnt down m the 
yeav 1757 petitioned to rebuild tlieir houses, the late engineer Major 
Mace must have thought it no impediment to the fortifications, 
otherwise he would not have acquiesced in their rebuilding their houses. 
It is plain Major Maco did acquiesce from the repoi ts sent in by lum 
to the Collector in Apnl following of the measurement of each 
proprietor's ground. We cannot find he had any public older for so 
doing To he fuller satisfied on tins head we sent for the present clerk of 
the woiks who imagines that Mr He Punch's design was fii st and imme- 
diately to deal away as far as 400 yaids and that whenevei the houses 
oi oarts between that spaee and 000 yards fell to decay, not to suffer 
them to he rebuilt. As to Major Mace p'eimitting the inhabitants of the 
afoiesaid burnt houses to rebuild on the same spot he cannot pretend 
to account foi his reasons for so doing. At the same time he thinks 
that the distance of 500 yards will be sufficient for an esplanade anil 
that the houses comprehended within that distance should not he 
rebuilt when they fall to decay From all this your Honour will 
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lie pleaded to deteiminc what is to be done We beg leave to 
lecommend that piopci Loundaiies may be fixed at the distance 
of tin* intended esplanade. With legnid to the waste pound 
cleaicd away for the lino of communication we sent foi the old 
proprietors Only two of them accepted the oarts offeied them in 
truck, namely Manoel Baietto and Govindji. The oilicrs made 
the following proposals; to keep the tlnee oarts at Mahim which 
wcie offeied them m tnick although they baiely pay the labom 
and cliaigo of manuring them and to take theii lcspective pounds 
in the line on the new establishment. Bj- this' proposal the Honour- 
able Company will reap ns much ach outage for the fiist ten j'cais as 
if they kept the three oarts at Mlihim in tlicu own hands nnd the 
piopnetois of the waste pound weie to ho put m possession of that 
pound on the tcnns they held it bcfoie. Toi the pension by the 
new establishment amounts to tlnee times as much ashy the old, and 
after tpn ycai s the advantage w ill ho greatly m favour of the 
Company .is the pension will inci ease to six times the old establish- 
ment. Besides the piopeity of the pound will always lcmam the 
Company's Application having been made by seveial distressed 
inhabitants of this island foi ground to build houses on and the 
clerk of the woiks assuring us the afoiesaid waste pound was well 
situated fox that puiposo, J’our Honour will please to order -which 
you judge piopci, ictuining the pound to the old piopnetois 
on the terms pioposed or panting the same to those who want to 
build bouses thereon on the «ame Tent as is paid foi pound within 
the town wall. This last will turn to somewhat moie advantage 
to the Honoxuahle Company than le turning the ground to the old 
propiietois and will also be of great ease to seveial distics^cd inha- 
bitants. On the other hand, we beg leave to obsen e the building of 
houses will be of gieat prejudice to the old piopiietoTsas their oaits 
axe now divided in two by the line and will require two wheels 
wlieie one used to sci ve. Building houses will moreover cieate end- 
less disputes between the old piopnetois and the householdeis The 
wa&te gi-ound founexly belonging to Manoel Barctto and Gonndji 
in the line for -which they have received oarts in tiuck as al c o a 
small spot belonging to the Honourable Company may either be 
cultivated again 01 let out to build on as your Honom may 
think proper. 4 

At a Consultation on the 20th December 1761, the Board after' 
reperusing the above report agreed that the waste ground at the 
line of communication between Donp-i nnd Back Bay be let out for 
the rebuilding of houses on the same terms ns giound is let within the 
wall, namely 11 res the square yard In building, the inhabitants 
must be governed by such plan ns the engineer may lay down nnd 
the old pxopiietors of the pound must have the preference of any 
others who may be desiious of building there s 

Regarding the provision made for the unhoused inhabitants, m 
their letter of the 16th April 1762, para 83, the Court wiite : "We 


1 Pull Diary 37 of 1701, 773 - 774. 


5 Piili. Diarj 37 of 1701, 803. 
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appiove of the method you have taken to accommodate the useful 
inhabitants of Bombay with grounds to build upon m the room of 
what was necessaiy to be taken from them, being agreeable to our 
former oiders. 1 * 

At a Consultation of the 6th July 1762 the Board decide that as 
many of the inhabitants whose houses have been long pulled down 
to make an esplanade represent the hardship of their not being paid 
the valuation and request us to take the same into consideration, 
the paymaster is ordered to pay all such claims as do not exceed 
Rs. 400. s 

Bcgaidmg house accommodation for Rear Admiral Cornish in their 
letter of 10th April 1762, para 157, Government write to the Couit: 
On the 25th August the President laid before us a letter he had re- 
ceived from Rear Admnal Cornish setting foith the disagieeablcness of 
the house allotted for Ins residence which fiom its low situation m that 
lamy season affected his health, and pointing out a house belonging to 
Mr. Charles "VVhitebill at that time to be let as, from, its commanding a 
new of the haiborn, being well calculated for a commanding officer's 
lcsidcuco We wrote to Mr. Wliitehill to know the terms on ■which 
he would part with the house. He submitted his terms to us when we 
agreed to allow him Rs 350 a month for two yeais certain and to give 
the house such trifling repairs as it might lequire duiing that interval. 
Upon calculating the rent he received for the wai chouses alone we 
thought this a very reasonable offer. Copies of the Admual’s and 
Mr. Whitelull’s letters on this occasion are iu the packet and we ho 2 »e 
your Honours will approve tlus step. 3 4 

Refemng to the above in their letter of 6th Apiil 1763, paia 81, 
the Couit write to Bombay : The house lnied of Mr. Charles White- 
hill for the accommodation and convenience of Real Adnmal Cojmsh 
we cannot hut tlunk a pietty dear one at Rs 350 a month, notwith- 
standing the addition of warehouses belonging to it, especially when we 
consider that the keeping it m repair for two years and allowing 
Mr. Wliitehill another house in its stead are parts of the agi cement. 
We shall make no further lemarks on this transaction until we have a 
full and particular account from you of the sevcial sums of money which 
have been laid out in repairs whitewashing and the like to the time of 
its being delivered hack to Mr. Wliitehill Tlus account you are to 
scud us by the fust opportunity for our notice. 1 

Regarding repaiis to the President’s house in their letter of the 20th 
May 1703, paia 136, Government wiite to ilie Court: The beams of 
the upper pait of the President’s house being sprung in so much that it 
was obliged to be suppoi ted with stanchions, we on the 14th of December 
oideied the sub-engraeor to suivey and make a leport to us of its 
condition and the expense nhicli would be mcuried by lcpairing it. He 
made his repoit on llie'lSth January and delivered a model of a loof of 
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a **ti onfjf dm able consli nelion and an esi mute of u hat it would cost 
amounting to Its 5Q0G. As the upper part o£ the home mils then 
situation was quite uninhabitable, ive oideicd tlie repaus to bo completed 
as coon as possible 1 

Rcgaidmg accommodation foi the Societal y's and accountant’s 
ollii.es, on the 10th Apul 1762, para 165, Goieuiment mote to the 
Court* As a our Honour aic pacing 1 a heavy lent fin warehouses foi 
enu tying on tlie business of the Societal y’s and accountant’s offices, 
and as ue have expeuened fiom their situation that the public hoolrs 
and papcis aic subject to gie.it damage ulueh may mtime depnvcus 
of oui most valuable iccoids, we aie induced to lcquest jour Honours’ 
permission foi puiclnsmg or building such a house on your account 
as will obviate the chaigO' and incoin eniences above mentioned and \vc 
shall at the same time pay due attention tliat otlicr savings may accrue 
m the aiticlc of uaichonsc lent. 2 

In jcply to the above letter on 6tb Apiil 3 7G3, paia S6, the Couit 
wute. Wc ceit.uuh expect that all pi opci care shall be taken of our 
books, papers, and iccoids ; and if the u.nchou‘-es now Imed for ca liv- 
ing on the business of the Sccictary’s and accountant’s offices me 
inconvenient and the papers liable -to damage, you may embrace the 
first oppoitumly of pui chasing a house for the purpose, provided you. 
can get one on leasonaldc teiras e\ciy way fit for the occasion, and you 
may lit it up piopcily in a plain but not expensive manner 1 

“With a view to proude propei neenmmod ition for Government 
iccouls in their lettci of 25th Mai eh 1761, paia *>9, Government mite 
to the Comfc It being absolutely ueccssaiy foi the preseii ation of 
our rceoids to remove the public offices, no shall slioitly take into 
consideration the expediency of building oi piuchasmg a propei hou=e 
for that puipo v c But if building should be determined onucfeaiit 
Avill beneccssaiyto move the iccoids somewhcie till the liou=e is finished 
as many of the hooks and papets me alieadv gieatly damaged by the 
impioper constmetion of the offices now occupied 1 

On the subject of loom foi the Secietaiy and accountant’s offices a 
Consultation, the 22nd May 1761, iccoids Read a Icttei from the 
Secietaiy and accountant lepiesonhng the inconvenience- they experi- 
ence in earning on the business of then l elective offices iiom the 
impiopei constmetion of the places they now occupy foi that purpose 
and Fettmg forth the necessity of eitlici building or pui chasing houses 
piopcily adapted for then u«e This Icttei lwing matuiely consideied it 
is observed that om Honouiablo Masteis arc at picsent subject to a very 
extiaordmaiy expense of a waiehouee lent which might be saved if 
piopei waiehouscs weie built and which m the endive appiehcnd would 
turn out much clicapei . As we aie thoroughly satisfied m the justness 
and necessity of the repicscnt.itionb of the Secietaiy and accountant, 
oideied that the engineer piepaic a plan of a house foi the public 
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offices and for the seveial waiehouses and apartments that may be 
necessary for the several blanches of our Honourable Masters' business. 
This with a calculate of what it may cost, must be laid befoie us u hen 
we shall come to a dcleimmation regaidmg it. But as the near appioach 
of the rainy season rcndeis it absolutely necessary to move the public 
offices and the house m which the admirals, captains, and masters of His 
Majesty's ships have lately lived being now vacant by the dopartuie of 
all the naval officcis, agieed that it be appiopnatcd to this use until 
another house is cithei built 01 pin chased. 1 

Mr. ‘Weiner accordingly submits the icquiied plan on which at tlicir 
Consultation, the lSlli June 1764, the Board observe: Mr Werner 
has deluded in a plan of the building piopo^cd to be elected for the 
public offices and the military and general stoics together mth a 
calculate of the expense vlncli will thereby be inclined amounting to 
Its 1,U3,833. As this is so laigc a sum and. we may shoitly expect to 
have some oiders from our Honorable Masteis relative theieto, it is 
resolved to defei putting the same into execution for some time longer.* 

Towaids the close of the same year, 1761, in then letter of 1-lth 
December, paia 98, Government wnfc to the Couit ■ In the 99th paia 
of our addicsspcr Speakci your Honours were advised of oui intentions 
to lemove the public offices and on the 22nd May the Sccictary and 
accountant addressed us a lettci representing the absolute necessity 
there was foi coming to some speedy resolution m lcspcct thereto. 
It was then ohseivcd that your Honours were subject to a very heavy 
expense of warehouse lent w Inch might lie saved by building proper 
wai chouses and winch m the end wo imagined would turn out cheaper. 
As we neic thoroughly satisfied in the justness of the rcpicscntation of 
the Secietaiy and accountant we ordeicd Captain Weiner to piepaic a 
plan of a house for the public offices and foi the several \\ alehouses and 
apaitments that might he necessary for the seveial branches of your 
Honours’ business and to lay the same bofoic us with a calculate oi the 
expense. But as the near appioach of the rainy season rendered it ab- 
solutely necessary to move the public offices, and as the house m which 
the admiral or captains of His Majesty's ships had for sometime lived 
was then vacant, no determined to appropriate the same to this use 
until another house could he built On the 19th June Captain Weiner 
delivered in the plan and estimate required amounting to Bs. 1,03, S33. 
But as that Mas so laigo a sum and wc expected to receive some further 
diicctions fiom your Honours on this subject, wc agieed to defer the 
question foi some time longer. On the arrival oi the sliips of this 
season, as no such ordeis weie received, we on the 15th October took the 
mattei again into consideration. It was then ohseived that the house 
where the offices vcie kept would answer the puipose veiy well and 
would piobahly he purchased much cheaper than one could be built. And 
as in your commands of the Glh April 1763, youi Honours aic pleased to 
give us a latitude of either building oi jiurchasing, no oidcicd a 
committee to survey the house and to lepoit how it would answer the 
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pmposc and xxlitl in theii opinion should bo given for it Thi«s llicv 
did on the 23ul Oclolwr and the eleik of the woiks, master builder and 
ollicn whom the committee called upon to xalue it bating 1 * estimated 
it at Its 15,000 the interest of w Inch dim was much le-s tlnn the 
rent vre paid for it, and, a« it is leally and essentially neee^arv your 
Honour*, should hat e a house of yom own foi the public ofliees, and ive aic 
sensible one so well calculated loi the jnnpo e c could not lie built under 
a long time and foi a much largei sum than the aboxc, we agiccd to 
purchase it as also one adjoining it foi Its 00,000. Both houses 
together aie sulliciont for all the diffeient branches of yom Ilonoms' 
business except the liiaiinc The puiehase is a considerable suing as 
yom llonouit. will please to ■peiceixe by the report entered on our 
diary undei the 20tli ultimo irom the committee appointed to examine 
the second house As w c know the*c buildings cost much more than the 
puce paid and tint creeling a liou t c to answ ei all the purposes these 
houses will answer would have l»ecn much moio cvpcnsnc, we flatter 
ourselics you will appioxc of our having purcliaseJ them and lie 
pcisuadcd that nothing but a regard to your Honours' interest induced 
us to take this step 1 

Before tlie aliove lcttci of December leached the Court, in lcply to 
the picvious Bombay letter of Maicli 1761 the Couit in then letter of 
22nd Mai cli 1765, para 119, wntc • In para 93 of your lcttci of the 
25ili Maich 1761, xou represent the absolute necessity of a house for 
keeping llie iccouU foi want of which they have received damage. 
Wo should rat hoi choose to puicliasc than build a hou=e for tins 
puiposc and pcimit of your looking out for such a one on our account 
when a fax oui able opportunity oilers, but for gica'cr sccuiity wc wish 
you could find some conxcnient place foi this purpose in the Castle which 
xxc theicfore locomniend to vonr fuithei consideration = 

Regarding house accommodation for ihc Compands xvutcis, in tlieir 
letter of 25tb Apul l7o5, para 63, Gox'crnmcnt xvnte to tlio Court : 
On the 2nd instant the sevei.il wiireis lning in the Castle addicted us 
a letter, as entered on oui pi oeecdtngs under that date, xxlictcm they 
sticnuousdy set forth the xeiv bad condition of then apaitments by 
xvliicli their health xxas liable to he much impaired We being sen- 
sible of the justness of tlieir representation, though xxc had no othei 
apaitments m xvliicli they could be pi operly accommodated, agiccd to 
make them an allowance of Bs 10 n month foi house lent xvhtch xx-e 
hope your Honours will approve 3 

At a Consultation of tlie 19tli February 17C5, the Collector lays 
before the Boaid u petition to him fiom n propiietorot the oart c\it 
down in 1759, piaying that one ot the Honourable Company’s oarts 
may he given lici in lieu of it. As compliance xvith this request 
■will draw on others of the like kind, as there arc many xvho xxant 
oarts instead ot tlie full amount of tlieir x-alunlion in money, ordered 
that a publication he immediately issued lequiimg all poisons who 
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have any demands of this natuie to give in the same to the 
Collector u ithin 21 days from this date 1 

At a Consultation of the Gth June 17G6, the Boaul read the 
following letter fiom the Collector to the President and Council, 
dated 5th June 1766 : Agreeable to the dhoctions of the Board for 
enquiry into the petitions made by the pioprietors of the oarts 
cut down in the year 1738 for clearing a space where the late 
engineer Mr. Mace intended carrying his line of communication 
from Dongri to Back Bay, as well as of certain oarts cut in August 
1759 for forming an esplanade adjacent to the works at the Apollo 
Gate, I have the honour to report as follows . For the service of 
the intended line of communication parts of ten oarts were cut down 
and truck from the Honourable Company's oarts at Malum directed 
to be tendered the pioprietors in lieu theicof. Tlucc of the Milium 
oarts the proprietor accepted, the other four oaits intended as an 
equivalent for the seven remaining have been rejected by the pio- 
ptietors as in no shape adequate to those taken by the Honouiablc 
Company. This is particular!}’ set forth in the several petitions 
accompanying this addiess. From the leport of the Bombay and 
Mahim vcieadorcs the difference in the valuation both of the 
oarts cut down and of those tendered in tiuck by the Honourable 
Company amount to Its. 4G11J loss to the pnvate proprictois. 
In August 1759 five oaits belonging to different inhabitants stand- 
ing without the Apollo Gate were ordered to be cut down ami 
their valuation calculated at that time agreeable to the old 
establishment was at Rs. 4 for the first sort of trees, and so in 
proportion. This valuation amounting to Rs 1713 was ordered to 
be made good to them by the paymaster of the new woiks. But 
the proprietors refused to accept the same, alleging that the valua- 
tion was in no shape equal to tlicir intrinsic value. The}' likewise 
requested that they might be indulged with other oarts of the 
Honourable Company’s in truck for such of theirs ns were cut down 
for the public service, and which fiom the late valuation of their 
intrinsic value appeals to amount to Rs. 8500*. The difference of 
the valuation of the oarts agreeable to the old establishment ns 
practised by the vcieadorcs both of Bombay and Mahim, when 
directed to examine any oaits or grounds on behalf of the Honourable 
Company, and the real or intrinsic value proceeds from certain 
rates having foimcily been fixed oii the establishment of the Bank 
when any oai ts or grounds were tendered as security for money 
taken thei eout and for which such oarts or grounds became answer- 
able by mortgage. But as of late ycais the price of cocoanuts lias 
greatly increased, it has also occasioned the value of oarts on Bombay 
and Mahim to lise in proportion. By that means the present valua- 
tion differs greatly fiom the valuation according to the old 
establishment, which is seldom used excepting when a particular 
security is demanded as in loans to the black inhabitants from the 
Honourable Company’s Bank. Great attention is also paid to the 
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situation of onvt^ both in 1 aspect to the ground as well as to the water 
ncccvjaiy for cultivating the tiees. Tins fiom the leport of tlio 
Malum vcieadoies coincides with the le.isons alleged bv the piopriel- 
orsfor not accepting m tmcl: those tendered them by tfie Honourable 
Compnnj". In respect to the four vacant spots of giound taken into 
the glacis and covcicd way near the Bazdr Gate the piopnetois aie 
very willing to accept such waste ground ns may be allowed them 
by the Honouiable Cotnpanj' in piopoition to the piesent valuation 
made by the veiendores 1 

Aftei discussion tlio Board resolve that it seems cwdent the 
propriotois of tbooaits cut down m 1758 and 1759 must be con - 
sideiable sufFcieis, if their ticcs aie paid for only at the valuation 
of tlio old establishment As wc cannot by any means think of 
imposing so great a linidslup upon them, it is ngi ecd to pay foi 
the oaits at their piesent mtiinsic value and to allow the pio- 
pnctois since the time they wero cut what oaits at present aie 
generally estimated to pioduce, namely five peL cent a yeai s 

In tlicir lcttei of the 19tlv Fcbiuaiy 176G, paiagiaph 113, Govern- 
ment wntc to the Couit The Gianil Juiy at the last qnaitor 
sessions of the peace having lcpicsented that a ictaimng wall was 
absolutely nccessaiy at the wadi email's tank to proton c the mam load 
wlueli othciwise was in danger of being entiiely washed away, wo 
agreed to build the same aiul to lcpan the loads m gcneial upon the 
island as the heavy assessments aliendy laid upon the county and 
which aie baicly sullieiont to dcfiay the expenses will not admit of any 
moie being laid on and the badness of the loads is chiefly occasioned by 
your Honour’s caits bunging stones and cliunam fiom Bjcnlla tor the 
use of tlic foilifications 1 

The puncipal engmcci having lcpicsented the necessity of pulling 
dowm some paits of the foi t house the Board oidcicd the land payroastci 
to comply Ihoicwitli as it would m all piobabihty bate fallen m 
duung the ensuing laray season * 

Eogauling the piuchaso of now houses foi offices and maunc stoics 
in then letter of 19th Febiuaiy 1766, paiagiapk 115, Government 
wute to the Couit Mi. Gcoige England on the 31st Decembci made 
us a tendci of the house and back apartments adorning to the maunc 
house with the wai chouses underneath on both sides of the compound for 
Its 25,000 Being of opinion these buildings should belong to youi 
Ilonouis not only from theii being so vciy contiguous to the maune 
house hut fiom the convenience of then situation foi earning outlie 
different blanches of the maunc business and lodging the stoies, we 
appointed JJesMs Puce and Boddam with the master attendant to survey 
the same. On the 7tli ultimo they icpoited to us that Laving taken to 
then assistance the most skilful master buildeis and caipenters together 
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with such other poisons ns they judged would be of most use, the 
apartments and W'aiehonscs had been each surveyed and valued 
sepaialelv, the amount \aluation of the whole being Rs. 27,675 as 
your Hon ou is mil please to peiceive on lefcrenco to the repoiL entered 
on our Diary under the above date. The committee £ui tber lepie'-ented 
that these buildings weie most conveniently situated b\ the sea-side 
and would be very serviceable m lodging the marine stoics fiec fiom 
damp or damage and for the public offices and many otliei purposes 
appertaining to that dcpaitmcnt for which and to pi event their falling 
into pi ivate hands which for many i casons would he improper they 
judged it foi your Honours' 1 interest to accept Mr England's oiler. 
This we accoidiugly did and annexed the uppei apailmcnts to the 
mai me house and the wai chouses we have appiopmted to the purpose 
above mentioned. 1 

In then letter of 19(li February 1766, paraginph 116, Government 
Aviite to the Court : The wai chouses in which the military stoics have 
foi some years past been kept being to he sold at public outcry when 
it was pi obable they would sell very cheap, we empoweicd the land 
pavmastei to hid as far as Its 16,000 for them on your account. At 
this pi ice wc thought it would he much for youi intciost to puich.v-c 
them as the inteiest of that slim was only Rs 120 a month, whcioas 
you have paid Rs 22 5 a month lent for them o\oi since you ocuupicd 
them besides the expense which would nccessaiily he mcuiiccl by 
lemoving the btorcs and fitting up another house for their leccption 
The land paymaster went to the sale accoidiugly and we have the 
plca^uic to acquaint you puichased the warehouses for Rs 10,000, 
■which is certainly a veiy cheap purchase, moie especially as they wei e 
leady titled and m every lespccl well calculated foi the use to which 
they aie put and the upper pait of the house puichaEcd fiom Air. 
Hunter wlinh was included for this pin pose being theicby become 
vacant and Mr. Spcucei haviug no house allotted lum we detci mined to 
tender it to lum and he is to inhabit it accoi diugly. 2 

Retelling to those purchases in their letter of 4th Apiil 1767, 
paiagiaphs 80-83, the Court write to Bombay. The pm chase of a 
house fioin Air. England for R6. 18,000 and warehouses of the same 
gentleman to the amount of Rs. 0675 appears to us much moie than 
you ought to have given, paiticularly the house, as the gentlemen who 
sin veved them intend them foi no oilier purpose than to put stoics 
m Anotliei warehouse lias been puichased of one Air. Hunter foi 
Rs. 10,000, the upper part of which W'cohscno was given to Air, Spencer 
to live m. Fiom this wc judge that the high pi ice we are charged for 
places which you call waichou&es is owing £ i, the apartments over them 
and aie valued accordingly , whereas they aie no iui tlier serviceable to 
us than mcic wai chouses. We aie not at all obliged to pi o vide our 
scivants with elegant apartments ; if thexo is not a number bufficient 
for them, a settled allowance m money is paid in lieu of it. We must 
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observe lieio that for some years past under various pi ei cnees our 
seivants at your Piesidcncy have pui chased many building* from 
gentlemen leaving 1 the island, which in general have appeared moie for 
the interest of those gentlemen than that of vom Employ ei« To 
pi event this in futuie we positively 1 older that no hou«c« or waiehou c os 
be puicha«ed on our account until leave is first obtained fiom us If 
on any paiticulai emergency wni chouses should lie wanlcd which we 
suppose can only be for a shoit time, you must in that ca c c lure them 
We understand Mr Sedgwnckc has some that aic convenient If mi, 
you may give him tlio piefciencc, as he has been a very old servant of 
the Company's and we think mcnts this indulgence 1 

At a Consultation on the 22nd Jnnuaiy I7C8 the Board recoid 
the following opinion: The upper pm t of the foit house having 
lately been entirely taken down and the lower apaitments thuichy 
rendered unfit foi keeping stores until ns oiiginally intended a piopcr 
bomb-proof loof is tin own over them we have been imdei the 
necessity of appiopiiating for stores the apaitments m the Castle 
occupied by the junior seivants. As cv on before this the mimhei of 
apartments was so insufTcicnt as toiendci the 'constiuetiun of moic 
indispensable and ns tlieie is space foi two sets of looms at each end 
of the bandar, the building of them is oideied to he set about imme- 
diately an estimate of the expense being previously laid bcioic 
us. s 

The Bombay Dial y of the 1st Novcmbci 1768 has the follow mg 
entry : A plan of the alterations necessary to render the niniine house 
Kuitahlv commodious foi the marine paymaster and superintendent now 
being laid before us together with an estimate of the expense wln-li 
will tlicichy be inciurcd amounting to 11= 861,'i-O-oS, the *ame aie 
oidercd to lie earned into immediate execution ! 

A month latei, find Dccemboi 17CS, pain graph 83, Government 
w rite to the Court : In consequence of v oui commands the hud pay- 
master was oidercd to cause Midi alteration to he made to the marine 
house as might be necessary for lendcimg it Mutably commodious 
both for the marine paymaster and superintendent. r J hi" i» nceoidmgly 
now doing and will cost Its SG15-0-5S as by an estimate laid Imfoie 
ns the 1st ultimo * 

At a Consultation on the 26th January 1770, read a petition 
for compensation fiom the owners of the batty grounds occupied 
tor the esplanade contiguous to the west gate : I 'evolved that 
the petition be referred to the new fortification paymaster, the* 
collector, and the principal engineer to report what such pound* 
annually produce s 

At a Consultation of the 2ml February 1770 read the follow ing 
letter from the Committee to the President, dated 10 111 January 


’Pub Brp Coiri’* L>tt'n Vol 7 of 17G7-17GS, 2CS-250. 

1 1’ub IJliit CO of 170s, 107-103 5 Pub D.m Cl of 17GS. C57-C57. 

4 Pub Xltn Lctt*n to the Court Vol. 1C of 17G3, 111. 

‘PuP Bury C5 of 1770, PI. 



Materials-] 


AND ISLAND. 


475 


1770 s Enclosed your Honour will reccivo account valuation of 
sundry houses within the town wall rcpicscnted by Colonels 
Campbell and Keating as necessity to be removed. All such as aic 
to the westward of the Bazar Gate, the principal engineer requests 
may according!} at once be removed; the removal of those to the 
castwnid may, he appielicnds, be def cried till next season. Agreed 
that Us. 9132-1-26, the value of the westward houses, be made good 
to the proprietors and giound be allowed them oil which to lcbuild 
their houses. 1 

At n Consultation of the 17th August 1770 read the following 
report fiom the Committee to the President, dated 25th Juno 1770 : 
In consequence of youi Honour’s oulers to us of the 27th January 
and the 9th March last, with the assistance of the vcicadorcs and 
mh&ciuas we have valued such oails of cocoanut trees os aie with- 
in the line i ecommendcd by LienLcnant-Colonel Campbell to be 
cleared away and added to the esplanade. We now enclose to your 
Honour the veicadoros’ report ot the same as also report of the 
batty grounds occupied by the Honourable Company contiguous 
to the west gate of the town. Resolved that the proprietors of 
the oarts which have been cut down for the new works must liavo 
others allowed them to produce the annual rent shown in the 
valuation now laid befoie us liy tlic committee appointed for 
that purpose. The propi letors of batty grounds to be paid in money 
or have other grounds in exchange and such trees to be cut down 
as the engineer thinks immediately necessaiy 5 

At a Consultation on the Util September 1770, after reconsidering 
our resolution for giving oarts in exchange for thoso cut down on 
account of the new works contiguous to the town, the Collector is 
ordered to cause the oarts to be given in exchange to be valued in 
the same manner as those cut down laying a report valuation there- 
of before the Board picvious to their being distributed. Should any 
person be dissatisfied with the lot which may then be assigned Inin 
lie must be paid in money for liisoart cut down and the lot assigned 
him in exchange must be sold to make good the amount. 3 

At a Consultation of the 7th November 1770, the Board read a 
letter fiom the Collector enclosing an account of the oaits intended 
to be given in lieu of those cut and to he cut down ; also another 
account wlici cby it appeals the Honourable Company would sustain 
a loss of lbs. 17, 133-1-50 by valuing the oai ts at their annual produce 
instead of at their intunsic value These being consirleiod we are of 
opinion the most cei tain way of ascei tabling their real value will 
be to sell them at public outciy for whatever they will fetch. This 
the Collector and chief at Miihim are oidcied to do, the amounts 
realised to be appropriated towaids paying for the oaits cut down.* 

At a Consultation of tlic 18th February 1771, the Board icad the 
following repoi l from tlio paymaster of the new fortifications 
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acquainting: the Boaid that the Principal Engineer icpicsents it 
nece=saiy that the small houses at piesent occupied by hnmtils and oilier 
indigent people between the Chuich and Bazai Gates should he i emoted 
To tins the Boaid agree. The Boaid fuither order that flic giound so 
cleared lie allotted to the pioprietois of the laiger houses "which fiom 
being too nc.u the lampaits aie under ordcis to he pulled clou n As 
in the present want of space no eoeoanut plantation*, ought to he 
permitted within the town, it is fuithoi agreed the private propnetois 
of oarts he obliged eitlici to let them out tor house building oi to gi\ e 
them up to the Company on then valuation 1 

At a Consultation of the 23id Apiil 1771, the Boaid lead the following 
Icttei fiom Mi. Giegorv Page, clerk of the peace, to the resident nml 
Council, dated the 20th Apnl 1771. The Gland Juiy at the last 
sessions represented to His Majesty’s Justices that the liunous 
condition of the present Tom n Ilallj added to the great inconvenience 
attending the holding the sessions thcic fiom the uanl of propel 
apaitmcnt? fni the juues, mtIIi i corns for the piisoners and evidence*-, 
rendered the con-tructing a ncM- hall or the complete lcpamng of tlic 
piesent so essentially nccessaiy that they iccommcndcd to the Court 
to carry the same into execution 1 Resolved that tlic consideration of 
this letter be deferred ** 

At a Consultation of the 2-itli July 1771, tlic Boaid lead the following 
letter from tlic Clcik of the Peace to the President, dated Bombay Town 
Hall 23ul July 1771 : The Grand Jury have al«o again piescntcd the 
Tomb Ilall as licmg unsuitable impropci and dangeious The Conit 
pai ticulaily eoncui in the propi icty of this pait of then piesent men t 
and ha\o enjoined me stionglv to iccommcnd to 3 our Jlonoui the 
piovidrag a Town Ilall more secuic suitable and commodious than the 
pie=crit one.* The Boaid lcsolved that the consideration of the above 
letter lie defened c 

At a Consultation of the 21st May 1771, the Board appointed 
Mr Nathaniel Stackhouse a membci of the committee foi inspecting 
the buildings within the town wall® They ordcicd that in future tlic 
land put roaster and collector of Hie rents and levonues should lie 
constant members of the said committee 6 

At a Consultation of the 26th June 1771, the Boaid ordered that 
former directions for cnlhug doum all the ticc® within 600 yards of 
the foitifieations he enfoiced . 7 

At a Consultation of the 6 th August 1771, the Boaid lead a 
petition from Fundiy fazandars ouncis of oarts situated mtlun COO 
yaid= of the ncu- woiks and on tliat account ordcicd to be pulled down, 
icpifscnting the losses they have incuired by the oideis which have at 
different times been issued lcgaiding the oaits within tliat distance of 
tliCMorksaud requesting the Board’s consideration theieof. Oideicd 
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the Collectoi make due enquiry into the merits of their petition and 
report the same 1 * 

At a Consultation of the 20th August 1771, the Boaul read the 
following letter fiom Mr Robeil Gaidcn, Collector, to the Pi cadent 
and Council, dated 10th August 3771 • Tn compliance with your 
outers I have examined into the merits of the petition of sundry 
fazandars owners of oaits within GOO yauls of the town wall I am of 
opinion that at the time they were prohibited fiom building houses 
and planting young tices in their said grounds, they w'cie offeicd 
otliei oarts in tiuclc, or to he paid the value of the piesent oaits 
in money. They declined the said offer, and prcfeired keeping 
possession oL tlieir ow’n oaits till such time as tliei c w as an absolute 
necessity foi cutting down the cocoanut "tices. I thciefoic appichend 
they have no light to the allowance they petition for. Such of the 
fazandars who«c oaits wcie taken possession of and the tices cut down a 
twelve-month ago are ccitainly entitled to some consideration fiom the 
]Ion J blo Company. Either the amount of the annual pioduoc should he 
made good to tlicm,oi if judged equitable by your Honour, they should 
receive five per cent on the intiinsic valuation of the lands as was 
piactised in 1760 The five per cent payment w r ill cause a saving to 
the Honourable Company of above ono-half ; by the enclosed account 
the annual pioduoc of the oaits is Rs. 2733-1-55, while the per 
cent on the intiinsic value is only Its. 1151-2-15. Fiom this 
also may he deducted Rs. GG8 the amount of ground lout, foi houses 
lcceiicd by the diffcicnt piopiielors of the said oarts I think, 
howevci, if only five per cent on the valuation is allowed, the ground 
rent should be continued to the piopiielors. With legard to the 
petition of the BhamUrifc, it appears that 5335 cocoanut tiees have been 
cut down since the date of their lease of which 1679 wcie allotted to 
the Bhanddris to diaw toddy fiom. It thciefoic rests with your 
Ilonoui whether you will duccl the fazandiu s to allot the Bhandniisan 
equal number of tices from the oarts which the fazandois have received 
m lieu of those taken from them or fiom such of tlicii oaits as aic 
most contiguous to the town of Bombay. 3 

Resolved that the following diicctions he given • Such of the fazandars 
whose oarts were actually taken possession of and the trees cut down 
about twelve months ago, are to he allowed five per cent on their 
mtunsie value agreeable to the Collectors lccommcndation. The 
Collectoi must also cause a numbei of cocoanut tices to be allotted to 
the Bhandihis for diawing toddy m tjys Bombay woods equivalent to 
those cut down and at the same prices. 5 - ■ 

At a Consultation of the 20tli August 1771 the Boaid read two 
petitions, one from sundry Purvoes the other from sundiy Muham- 
madan proprietors of houses situatod within r G00 yards of the works 
and therefore oi dciecl to he pulled down, desiring that the propnetois 
of ceitain oarts may bo directed to permit of tlieir building thcieon, 
for which they are willing to pay the highest ground rent It is 
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ordeied tliat tlie fazandais pcimifc tlieir building in any oaifc nob within 
one thousand } arils of the woiks on their paying the usual gionnd 
lent 1 * * 4 At the same Consultation the Boaid icsolvcd and oideied that 
m futuio no buildings shall he elected within one thousand yaids of 
the new woiks on any account whatevei - 

At a Consultation of the 22nd August 1771, the Boaid lesolred 
tliat m futuic the committee of suiveis jointly with the Collector be 
the committee foi inspecting all buildings cm lying on within the 
town avail '* 

At a Consultation of the 22nd August 1771, lead tlie following letter 
fionithc committee ot suiveys to the President and Council, dated 
22nd August 1771 : In obedience to your dnetiions last Council day 
we have surveyed the giountl between the Prince's and Banian bastions 
We aic of opinion that it will he necessaiy (o lemovc mx house': m 
oidei to make loom foi a place of aims to pioteet the wo.ks on that 
tide of tlie town When these houses aic lcmoicd there will he a place 
of aims of the following dimensions , 32S feet ou ilio noith, 200 feet 
on the south, 317 feet on the we«t, and 330 feet on the cast tide The 
valuation of the whole will amount to about II s 3(J00 We have 
fuithei to icpie-'ent to joui Honoui that it will he necessaiy to stop 
the buildings tliat aie going on tlicic by pei mission of tlie committee 
witlun the town walls 1 Oideied that the houses the committee 
leeommend ho pulled down the valuation of which amounting to about 
Rs 3000 must he paid to the propnetois A stop must immediately 
he put to the buildings cai lying on tlicic 6 

Bombay Government Comultation, 25th Fchiuaiy 3772, Bead a 
petition flora Raghiuialh Baldji Puivoc owner of a house situated 
in Chinch Sheet lcpic'cnhng that lie had neatly completed lebuildnig 
the same when the committee of suiveis put a stop thcieto ; and ic- 
queshng pei mis c ion to complete it On this the committee acquaints 
the Boaid that they put a stop thcieto only till they could examine 
whetlici thcic w r cic any orders against the black piopuelois lebuild- 
ing then homes m that sheet but they find thcic aie none It is 
theiefoie agiced that he bo peinutled to complete lus home 6 

At a Consultation of the 25th Fchiuaiy 1772 tlie Boaid leeoul 
As tlieie is moat want of giound within the town walls foi 
Europeans to build, and as the Chuich Sheet is a vciv piopci 
place foi that purpose, icsohcd that the pic=cnt piopuelois he posi- 
tively piohibitcd lcpniruig Iheii liouses This we hope will be a means 
of inducing them to sell to Euiopeans on leasonablc teims. r Jho 
Secrctaiy to issue a proclamation to the above purpose 7 

A Consultation of the 25th rehruaiy 1772 leeoids. The shops 


1 Full Disirj 53 of 1771, SOS 

- 1’ub, Diars oS of 1771, SOS ■ S00 Comp of S binding Onl Vol 2 of 1709-1755, 

103 5 Tiili Dnry 35 of 1771, S2li 

4 Pub Diary 5S of 1771, 8*10-831. 8 Puli lliar) 3S of 1771, 820 
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to the south of Church Street having become a great nuisance, 
01 dei od tint they be all removed to the bizdr. In Inline no shop must 
he pci mi lie 1 to the south of the north side of Chin eh Stieet 1 

At a Consultation of the 23th February 1772 the Bnaul record : 
The valuation of all the remaining houses situated within 600 yawls of 
the new works, and on that account necessity to he jmllcd down, 
is now laid befoic the Board amounting to I? 1 : 98,')86-2-86. 
Oi dei cd that the amount he made good to the lespcelive propnctois 
by the new fortification paymaster and that the houses be pulled down 
as soon as possible beginning with those ncaicst to Foib Geoigc Five 
per cent irom the amount to be paid each person, must he deducted 
by the paymaster for the clerk of the woiks m con&uleiation of this 
trouble in having valued the same. 2 

At a Consultation, the 2nd Dccembci 1772, the Boaul lead the fol- 
lowing petition fiom the owners of some houses oidered to he pulled 
down: That your Honourib poor petitioners humbly beg lc.u c to 
l e present that some time after their houses weic destioyed by liie, the 
then engineer Major Mace promised to give the spot of ground of 
their said houses to those whose houses weic pulled down fiom near 
the gate to remove their houses to. On this yom petit loncis made 
lerjucst to the then Honouinblc Governor to have the said giound for 
their houses, as the same belonged to them and as they had ihcii stones 
and the Honrs of their destroyed houses stall lcmnining on the giound. 
The then Honoiuablc Governor diioclcd the committee to take a 
view llicieof and giant them tlieii old land to lebuild their houses 
each on lus own site. Accoidingly the committee oidercil the engi- 
neer to measure out each liis giound of old houses and grant them 
pei mission for lebuilding their houses on the same, piovided they 
‘ would build stiong laige tiled hou c es This yom petitioner accepted 
and built stiong laigc tiled houses. Two yeais thereafter the rest of 
your Honour’s petitioners’ neighbours asked pci mission to lcbmld 
houses on their ground which the then engineer did grant them on 
their passing a writing not to lake a valuation of their houses It 
follow’s that those who have passed their writing ought not to take a 
valuation. Those who have not passed any such waiting applied to 
Benj Jervis Esquiie, new foi lification paymaster, for an order to 
value their houses. Mr .Tcivis was pleased to diiccl Mi Spaeth ,to 
make the like valuation winch the said Air Spaeth has done excluding 
those who had passed a willing not to lake a valuation. This your 
petitioner humbly desire your Honour will ho giaciously pleased to 
oi dei to he paid them, who, evci since they have been obliged to demol- 
ish their said houses for the seivice of the Honourable Company, aie 
sufCeiing very much being unable to rebuild them on seveial other 
diilcient spots of giound. The charge of pulling the houses down and 
removing them each to his place, costs much more money than the 
valuation and as much rnoic it will cost them in lebuilding those 
houses. 3 


i Tub. Diary GO of 1772, 202 - 203. - Pub. Diary GO of 1772, 203. 

3 Pub Diary 02 of 1772, 1111-1113 
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Oideied that on examining the lccoids should it appeal that the 
pchtioneis weie pcimitted to hiuld on the giound the}- mention, the 
i aluation of thcii houses mutt he paid except to such as enteied into 
au obligation to demand no compensation 1 

At a Consultation of the 6th January 1773 the Boaid lead the fol- 
lowing letlei fiom Mi. Itobeit Gulden, Collectoi, to the Pie«ident and 
Council, dated 1th Januaiv 177 ^ In obedience to your oiders of the 
13th ultimo I have inspected the lcgistors of my office and find that 
what is set foitli by the pelitioneis with legal d to their ha\ mg per- 
mission to rebuild their houses is true. It is but just theieforc that 
they should lie paid valuation In the accompanying list which was 
delivered to me with the petition I ol^ei \ e the names of Govmdji 
Coppeismith and Ranoji Baibei, the house of the formci valued 
at Its 22-3-4S and of the lattei at Its 35-2-65 To these no 
i aluation should he paid as they are of the numbci who ag iced to 
lclnnld on condition that, whenever it might be deemed neecssaiy to 
pull down then houses, it should be done w ltbout then being entitled 
to any compensation I fuither submit it to the consnlci.ition o£ youi 
Honoui w bethel the valuation of Its 1 S-1-G q for tlie house of 
Govindji Tnnibahji T.uloi should be paid him as it docs not appeal by 
our registers ho had any peimission to build it, noi has he cvei paid a 
single if' of tax foi it to the Company. 2 

Oideied that (except the tluee ho mentions) valuation of the houses 
m the Collector’s list be paid s 

A Consultation of the 19th Febiuaiy 1773 has the following 
Diiections wcio given to the late ensmeei Lieutenant-Colonel Keating 
undei the 2(Jth of August 1771 that no pei«on whatevci should be 
peimitted to build any bouse of stouc and chunam uitlnn one thousand 
raids of the ciest of the glacis all iound the woilc*- Undeistanding 
that the same has not been exactly observed, it is lesohed and agieeil 
that the Secietaiy issue a publication to that effect advei tiding all 
peisons w ho may disobey the same that then houses will be eeiiamly 
lemoved and no compensation allowed The acting cngmeci must 
fix piopei boundaries at the above mentioned distance * 

At a Consultation of the lGth Maicli 1773, the Boaid read a peti- 
tion fiom tlie caste of people called Kolis, lequestmg as their houses 
contiguous to the woiks are oideied to he pulled down that the giound 
foimerly maiked foi icbuildmg the same may now he appiopnatcd to 
that use Th-s is agieed to and the new foitification pj} master is 
oideied to cause the Kolis’ houses to he dnectly pulled dow-n and to 
put them in possession of the giound foimeilV allotted them foi 
re-building their houses 1 

At a Consultation of the Stli Febiuaiy 177 -1 the Boaid lead the 
following lettei fiom the committee appointed to enguue into the 
merits of a petition fiom Mooimen to the Piesidcnt and Council, dated 
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Bombay 5th February 177*1 : Having 1 in consequence of 3-0111 Honour's 

01 (levs examined into the merit*; of a petition delivered to the Boaid b}- 
Shatudm Patel commandant-subhcddr, and otheis, wo called on them 
to prove their abortion that for the sake of fom dollcaisor net owneis 
they were to be suffeicrs, each of which dolkars had two or three houses. 
Confiontcd with the Jiohs the poiilioncis doclaied the}- did not laiow 
tliat any ol the dolkais, patcls, 01 Kolis whoso houses wcic ordcied to be 
pulled down had any -house or houses without the line j but that the said 
asseition lcspeeled other dolkais and pat els who live without the line 
and have some of them scvcial houses. Out of the 140 houses valued 
and oulcred to be removed from the ridge of Dongri hill to the spot 
formal}' allotted them we find that S3 arc the pioporty of the Dongn 
fishing and palanquin Koh caste . 1 

It is therefore agreed, though it. will lie attended with a small 
additional expense to the Company, that the Kolis’ houses be valued at 
their tine worth as well as those situated on the spot to which they 
are to remove The value of the Kolis' now houses must bo made good 
to the propiiclois out of the value of the Kolis’ old houses, and the Kolis 
must then be put in possession of the petilioneis' houses . 8 

At a Consultation of the 5th March 1774, the land paymaster 
lays before the Boaid an estimate of the expense of the repairs 
necessary befoie the rains to all the Honourable Company's build- 
ings, compiiscd in his books under the head of fortification and 
house repairs. Regarding these lepairs which amount to Rs. 12,283 

2 q is. 18 ics he requests the directions of the Board. As it appeals 
these lepairs are absolutely nccessaiy, oidoicdtliat lie cause them to be 
executed aecoidingly.'’ 

At a Consultation of the 13tli April 1771, the provisional new- forti- 
fication paymaster, pursuant to ordci, picscnts to the Boaid an estimate 
of the full valuation of the Kolis' houses on the ridge of Dongi i hill, 
which arc oidcicd to ho pulled down on account of the new- w-orics. 
no also presents an estimate of the full value of those houses .situated on 
the spot latched upon for rebuilding the Kolis' houses; the foimer of 
these amounts to Rs. 13,241-0-*l. and the other to 11s. 561(5-3-67. 
As our ticasmy is so very low- it is ordcied that the houses be permitted 
to remain till we may he hotter enabled to discharge the amount of their 
valuation . 1 

At a Consultation of tlio 11th October 177*1, read a petition from 
the piopnetois of the batty giounds without the Chinch Gate, which 
now- foim part of the esplanade, icqucstmg that their value may bo 
paid and that they may he allowed a compensation for w'lial they have 
lost by not having been pci milted to cultivate the fields for sevoial 
years. As it appears to us icasonabic that the loss should he made 
good to them 111 like manner as w-as done to the proprietors of the oarts 
that were cut down for the same inn pose, the Collector is ordered to 
adjust the same with them on such terms as may appear equitable 
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between the Company and the propiietois, and to pay them what he 
may think reasonable . 1 

At a Consultation of the 6 lk Apiil 1775j the land pay-mastei lays 
befoie the Boaid an estimate of the icpam> necessaiy- to bo' given to all 
the Company's buildings against the appioaching wins amounting to 
Rs 11,225-2-19. Oidciedtliat as those lcpaiis aic represented to bo 
necessary tliey be completed aceoidmgly.® 

In August 1775 the travellei Paisons wrote the following descnplion 
of Bombay . The town of Bombay is neai a mile m length fiom Apollo 
gate to Unit of the Bazh and about a quaiter of a mile bioad in the 
broadest pait fiom the Bunda (Bandai) acioss the Green, to Chuich gate, 
which is neaily in the eentie as 3-011 walkiound the walls between 
Apollo and Bazdi gate There are likewise two marine gate", with 
a commodious w-haif and eianes built out fiom each gate, beside a 
landing place foi pas«ongeis only. Between the two marine gates is 
the Castle propeilj- called Bomba}- Castle, a very largo and strong 
foitification winch commands the bay- Tlie w-oilrs lound the town 
aie so many and the bastions so veil- stiong and judiciously sjtnatcd 
and the whole defended w-itli a bioad and deep ditcli so as to make a 
strong foitaess, which, while it has a sufficient gam ton and previsions, 
may bid defiance to any foice which may- be hiouglit against it Time 
is a spacious Gieen, capable of containing several regiments exeicisxng 
at the same time. The sticets aie w-ell laid out and the buildings 
(namely' gentlemen's houses) so numcious and handsome as to' make 
it an elegant town. The soil is a sand, mixed with small gaavcl, winch 
makes it always so clean even in tlie rainy' season, that a man may 
walk all over tlie town within half an lioiu aftei a heavy- show ei with- 
out dirtying his shoes. The esplanade is very extensive and as smooth 
and even as a bowling-green wliich makes cithci walking or udmg 
round the town veiy pleasant ! 

At a Consultation of the 26th December 1775, the Board older 
that the houses on the ridge of Dongn hill be immediately- removed 
agreeable to formei older and the piopiietois be paid f 01 the same 
agreeable to tlio valuation made by the clerk of the works * 

At a Consultation of the 18th January 1776 the Boaul read the 
following letter fiom Mr James Sibbald, new- foitification paymaster, 
to the President and Council, dated the 9th Januaxy- 1776 • In consequence 
of youi older of the 29th ultimo to immediately- pull down the Kolis' 
houses situated on the ndge of Dongri hill and to pay their propiietois 
agiecable to the valuation foimcily- taken, the engineer has had 
directions accordingly- Bnt as y our Honmu has not been pleased m tlie 
accompanying oidui to the paymaster nndcr the 18th of Pchnim v 1774 
to signify whether it is your intention that the Kolis should have the 
materials of their houses pulled down as well as the full value thereof, 

I lequest your^ orders ou this head It is ceitain, although they be 
permitted this indulgence, that they will yet be sufreieis by the lcinotal 


^ Pub. Dja«- GO of 1771, 707. s Pnb Diarv G7 of 1775 70S 
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of llicit houses 1 Oidcrcd that as is always usual the piopriclors of the 
house-, pulled down be poiimttcd to eauy away the materialb they 
being of litllo value and no use to the Company. 2 

At a Consultation of the 30 th January 1776, icad a rcpoit from the 
committee appointed to line out the giound for the maiinc yaid at 
Mazgaon 'Dock and enclosing an account valuation of the houses 
necessary to be lcmovcd amounting- to Its. 1179. Those houses aio 
oidcrcd to lu taken down accordingly and the yearly ground rent of 
Its. 86-0-80 is to be deducted from the rent paid by the pio'-ent 
fnnnei. 3 

In the Bombay Diary of the 21st dune 1776 the following entry 
oecuis: Early this morning a iiic was diseovcied m the Honourable 
Company’s house allotted for the superintendent which although every 
possible assistance wabafEouled was entirely consumed and the adjoining 
house occupied by the imuno paymaster. 4 

Two weeks lalei, 0th July 177>i, the Board direct: The maiiue 
house aud the supeimtciidcnt’b hon«o having been lately destroy ed by 
flic, the acting magistiatc must ta’cc the necessaiy depositions nud 
endeavour to discover the cause of this accident which is j-et unknown, 
and the land piymistcr is du acted to cause the ruins to be surveyed 
and to lay a lcpoib of then state before us. fi 

On the 30th July 177 6‘ Government lead a letter 0 fiom Mr. Bobcifc 
Gaidcn, a justice of the peace, dated 18lh July 1770, with two dcposi. 
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"Mr Garden's Ijeltcr runs Enclosed you will please to icceivo the depositions of 
Messrs. George Emptagc andSimucl Patterson, two gen tlcmou who from then situation 
I thought iv cio likely to give mo the best mfoiination relative to the cause of the Into 
fixe 1 have also made inquiry of several others who were prusont shoitly after tho 
firo wns fust discovered but enunot loam from any of them the original cnu*c of it. 
Most of them however concur v\ ith Mr Emptago m opinion that had thoongmes been 
m good older and piopeily managed tho Mauno lluu'o might have been saved. 
(1) l’lic deposition of Oapt. Geoigc Emptago taken on oath huforomo Eobert Gulden 
Esqmic, oim of his Majesty’s Justices of Peace This deponent being firot duly sworn 
saitli that he was awoke about 3 o’clock in the morning of tho 21st ultimo l>y one of 
lus hoys telling him Mi. Ulntson ’& house was on flic ; that he inn over to the place 
when he saw the- flames hieak through tho windows of tho room ovci tho passage and 
that tho hie appeared to liavo piocccdud from tho room behind that it broke out from 
That the gates and door i wore all shut and nobody stn ring in or about tho house; 
that the lire not being »o furious hut that had the engmos boon brought that could 
have been made uso of, and they well supplied, tins deponent , does firmly 
behevo the Marino House might have been saved, hut that tho assistance neccss.ny 
coming too late it was not possible under tlinso circumstances to have saved that 
house, and further ho snitl; not —Signed Geoige Emptago Sworn heforo me (he 
day and year above wutten. — Signed Eobert Garden.' (2) Tho depo-aiou of 
Mr Samuel Patterson, clerk to tho executors to the estato of John Ulntson Esquiiu, 
taken on oath beforo mo, Eobert Garden Esquire, one of IIis Majesty’s .1 w-tieos of 
Peace' This deponent being first duly swoin dcpisotii audfs.nth that some months 
liofoie tho fire that happened the 21st of last Juno, an alaim was given of fne which 
proved to bo in a room to tho north of the hall of tlib liouso Mi Ulntson lived in, but 
was soon put out. It was occasioned by a halo of law silk hav mg taken fire fi.im some 
unknown cause. That loom never was cntcied from that day to tho 2 1st Juno last, 
to tho best of this deponent’s recollection, at night or any other timo with a light, hut 
that while ho had oliai go of the goods m that room, which was about n month hefote 
tho last fire liapponed, he is positive no light was over earned into it. That this 
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tions andiceoided the following It evolution on the evidence befoie them : 
Bead a lettei from Mi. Gaiden accompanying some depositions 
taken by him in consequence of om orders respecting the late fiie at 
the marine and superintendent's houses As it appeals’ theiehr that 
the piogiess of the lire might have been stopped had the engmes been 
m propci order, it is i evolved that m futuic they be put under 
ehaige of the major of aitiUory who must be directed to woik them as 
often as may he necessary with the aitillery lascais to keep them in 
propci ordei 

At the same Consultation of 30th July 1776 Government read also 
the following ieport from the principal engineer Mr Nikon, icgai ding 
the state and condition of the maime and superm tendent’s houses 
burnt down hv the late the : The w hole roof of the main building, the 
ceilings, the doors window’s and doois ha\c mostly been consumed 
by the fire, the two tenace flooi6 of the front and back veiandas arc 
teiy little damaged, the wood woik of the staircase is paitly dertioyed 
and must be replaced with new'. It appears also that the whole of the 
fionls and paifation walk of the upper part of the building have been 
raised on and suppoited by a flame of timbci owing to the greatest 
part of the walls of the first Horn being partly mud and sandstone and 
partly sandstone and chunam, and, as the abovementioned frame is 
entirely consumed, it will be necessity in ca=c the house should he 
lcbuilt to pull down all the fronts and partition walls and erect such a 
frame of wood as it had befoie as the lowei walls of this building are not 
strong enough to support such weight without the frame Part of tho 
loof of the light wing is bmnt and some pillars in the veiandas broke 
down , the gieatcst part of the loof of the left wing is consumed, as aie 
ako some doors and wmdow&, and some partition walls and pillais 
are pulled down. The mam budding of the superintendent's house is 
entirely destroyed, namely loofs, ceilings, stun ca c e, flooiings, doois, and 
windows. Tw t o paitition walk are fallen down and the whole of 
this in a totally mined condition, but the apartments and offices 
neaT the sea ride aTe all complete. On this the Boaid lecoid • Bead 
a ieport of the present state and condition of tho maime and 
superintendent's houses Oidcied that the estimates bo made by the 
acting engineer and clerk of the woiks with other pi oper persons, of 
the expense of lohuddmg them upon the original plan with stone and 
chunam and of lebuildmg them on frames of timbci 1 

On lcceipt of the icqiuied estimates at their Consultation of 11th 
Decembei 1776 Government duect: The land paymaster now’ lay® 


deponent the time the lire happened on the 21st June in the morning was aMccp in 
the bungalow at the back of tbo home on fire ; that tho evening before the fire did 
happen this deponent had sapped in the room ne\tto that in which the good? were 
and which is supposed first to haie taken fire, and tkeonlj lichttbat W no in the loom 
with him at suppLr was a candle winch he took away w ith him into the biuigilov. 
Tho bale of raw silk that occasioned the first fire was nt that time not in the house 
lining been taken out and sold some time before, and further tins deponent suth 
not, ciccpt that the room in which the good? were had not been opened for about 
three days before the fire — burned fcamutl Patter?™ Sn oi n licforc me tho day and 
> car aboi c written. — Signed Robert Gat don. Puli. Diary 70 of 1770 GOf - GOG. 

1 Pub. Diary 70 of I77&, 09G ‘ 
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tions andiccoidedtho following Resolution on the evidence bofoie them : 
Read a lettei flora Mi. Golden accompanying some depositions 
taken by him m consequence of our outers respecting the late hie at 
the maimc and superintendent's houses. As it appeals’ thereby that 
the piogicss of the the might have been stopped had the engines been 
m proper ordci, it is lesolved that m futuie they be put under 
chaigc of the major of aitilleiy who must be dnccted to woik them as 
often as may be necessaiy with the aitilleiy lascais to keep them in 
piopei older. 

At the same Consultation of 30th July 1776 Government lead also 
the following lepoit fiom the puneipal engineer Mi Nikon, lcgaidiug 
the state and condition of the maiine and superintendent's houses 
burnt down by the late lire ■ The whole loof of the main building, the 
ceilings, the lloois windows and doois have mostly been consumed 
by the lire, the two tenato lloois of the fiont and back veiandas are 
vciy little damaged, tliu wood woik of the stancase is paitly destroyed 
and rnubt be replaced with new'. It appears also that the whole of the 
fionts and paitilion walls of the upper pait of the building have been 
raised on and supported by a flame of timber owing to the gieatest 
pait of the walls of the first fiooi being partly mud and sandstone and 
paitly sandstone and chunam, and, as the abovemenhoned frame is 
entuely consumed, it will he necessaiy in case the house should be 
lebuilt to pull down all the fionts and paibtion walls and erect such a 
fiame of wood as it had before as the lowei walls of this building aie not 
stiong enough to suppoit such weight without the fume Pait of tho 
loof of the light wing is burnt and some pillars m the veiandas broke 
down , the gieatest pait of the loof of the left wing is consumed, as aie 
also some doois and windows, and some paitition walls and pillais 
aie pulled down The main building of the superintendent’s house is 
entirely destioyed, namely ioofs, ceilings, staircase, flooungs, dooib, and 
windows. Two partition w r alls aie fallen down and the whole of 
this m a totally ruined condition, but the apartments and offices 
neai the seaside aie all complete. On this the Boaid lecoid- Read 
a ieport of tlio present state and condition of the maimc and 
superintendent' s houses Older ed that the estimates be made by the 
acting engineer and clerk of the woiks with other pioper persons, of 
the expense of lebuildmg them upon the original plan with stone and 
chunam and of lebuildmg them on fiamcs of timbei. 1 

On leceipt of the lequued estimates at their Consultation of lltli 
December 1776 Government dueet: The land paymaster now lays 


deponent the time tho fiiu happened on tho 21st June in the morning was. asleep in 
the bungalow at the back of the house on fire , that the evening Injure tile fire dnl 
happen this deponent had supped in the room ne\t to chat in which the gooiU wero 
and which is supposed fiist to have taken tire, and the only light t hit was 111 the room 
with bun at supper was a candlu w Inch he took away wit a him into the liuncaluw. 
Tliuhalc of raw silk that occasioned the tint fire was at that tirao not in the house-, 
having been taken out and sold some tune before, and further this depone-nt siitll 
nut, ciccpt that tho room in which the goods wero had nut been opened for about 
three days before the fire — fcigued fcamuel Patterion Sworn before me the day and 
year aboie written. — Signed Robert Harden. Pub Diary 70 ot 1770 GOl-bUO 
1 Pub Diary 70 of 1770, 03b ’ ‘ 
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before us according' to order two estimates of the expense of rebuilding 
the maiiue bouse, one of erecting it upon frames of timber amounting 
to Its. 33,09(j-0-(;0, and the other of rebuilding it fiom the ground 
with stone and chuuam amounting to Its. 48,912-2-35. Unsolved 
before we dcteimine upon either of these p'ans that we make the cx- 
peiiment if this woilc cannot be executed cheaper by contiact. Oideied 
tlieiefoie that notices be affixed that we will leceive scaled proposals 
fiom any poison or persons who will contiact to lcbuild this house 
agreeable to the plan now before us by which the estimates woie 
formed. 1 

Next year, 1777, at tlieir Consultation of Sth January Government 
record : No proposals having yet been deliveicd for rebuilding the 
marine house by contiact and the price of timber which will be the 
principal article of expense being at present veiyhigh, it is lcsolved 
to defer this work until the plcasuie of our Honourable Masters is 
known, by which tune wo hope the price will be reduced. 2 

A year later, 19th Maich 1778, the Court cxpicss their disapproval 
of both proposals : We have determined they say not to consent for 
the piesent to any marine house being built. 3 

At a Consultation of the 12th May 1779 the Board record : As a 
proposal is now befoic us for enlarging the Esplanade, we think it 
very improper to erect buildings thereon which may in a short time 
be again pulled down. Some other accommodations mubt therefore be 
found for the lust battalion of sepoys. It appears to us the banaclcs 
on Old Woman's Island will veiy well answer the purpose. 1 

At a Consultation of the 8tli March 1780 the Board icad a letter 
fiom ilr. Lawrence Nilson, principal engineer, to the President and 
Council, dated loth February 17bU : I have removed a very large 
and extensive sandbank on that pait of the esplanade next to the sea. 
At the same time I was under the necessity of leaving the buiying 
groundnntouched along whose whole length of 380 and half of its bieadLh 
of 240 feet mns a sandbank more than eight feet high above the common 
level and not moic than live hundred yaids fiom the nearest cannon of the 
place. As this renders it very commodious for an enemy to cicct 
batteries on, the removal of the burial ground becomes highly 
advisable. As it is necessary to have another place appointed for the 
purpose of burying the dead, I have to icquest your Honour's 
'oideis for enclosing another place for that purpose where your Honour- 
able Board shall please to diiect. After this as soon as it shall be judged 
pioper or be found absolutely necessary the high bank on the piesent 
burying ground may be removed. A bouse belonging to Janoji 
mukadam of weaveis stands diiectly in the gorge of the Mandvi 
bastion and at present impedes the carrying on the bomb-proofs next 
to the new magazine. As it is absolutely necessary that Janoji's house 
should be lemoved, I 1 have to request your Honourable Boaid to be 
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1 Pub. Diary 70 of 1770, 891. a Pub. Diaiy 71 of 1777, 21. 

3 Pub Dep. Couil’s Lctteis Vol 10 of 1778 - 1789, 30 

4 j>ub. Diary 70 of 1779, 287. Comp of htandiug Ord. Vol, 2 of 1759-1788, £00. 
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pleased to gne oidois foi the iomov.il o£ tlio home .is tci-n as p. - 
ble 1 

Oiderod that he examine anil fix upon a piopei spot lor i raw 
burj in" guiiind taking c-.ue that it be at such a (lisi.uue limn tl. 
moi I ts as not to he liable to any tmtlior lcmniah The house he menli >n- 
in us; be valued and lemoied as soon .is possible 1 

alt a Com>ulta'ion of the lUtli Apnl I7h0 the Huaid r»ad the follow - 
iuy letter fiom Laivienie Xilnun hupii’e, pi liicipal cngincci, to the 
Ihesident and Council, dated the JUthMauh 17o0 ■ I hue the honour 
to enclose a laluahon o£ the hmise ot Jnuuji wcaici 'ituntid in the 
"oi ge of the Mamlii Uistion, which I take the Illicit s to request \n\ir 
llououiuble Boaid mil lie pleased to ordei payment of 1 Onlercd the 
% alualion of the ueaiui’s house, Its ltiyu-J-Thf, iniist be paid to the 
piopiietoi.* 

At a Consultation of the 23»1 Augii't Uh<) the ltnaid re-nlud 
that a suney lie nude of the Town Hall and a loj.oit (Iclumcd m of 
its pie~ent state and condition 3 

At a Consultation of the -Tnd Milch 17S') the Board u. id a letter 
from the > ecu etaiy and passed the following (h ' Mon ; (In cmi'.dei.i- 
tion of the tsecu-tan. ’& ease and as we p.ilgo him entitled to the 
indulgence he lopicst*, jutd on that pimciple rec inuuuili.il hi* mpu-t 
to tlu Ilonourab’e Couipuiy, it is agm.il to purclia-c the at 

the price before olfeicd Icing Its JO,OOU a".d to allot it £m the nj-nloi.cu 
ot the Sect chirp “ 

At i Consultation of I lu* tS'.li January 17M! the Ih.itd rudeud 
tlut the ]uinc ip d eiigim 1 1 !«■ duuctcd not to ] • riiut pruaU t • i m.s (.> 
dig for 'and-stone on the espl nude o.i any accoant whaN'ici • 

Mr For) C', th 'author of Oi lent d Meiuoii'. writes Ahml 1 7 1 1 ulna 
I left ISomliaj the generality of the publie Imilduigs weie riime in < i>il 
tliaii cleg.nt. r Ihe (Jon rnment hou-e, Ui'tom lioi'se, n> mih* h .u-e, 
biiricks, mint, trciMiiv, tln-itu, and pri-i n inehuleil t! u • li*> t of 
these structures, 'lime were aho tl.no large h.-jnt .1-, <.u« within the 
p itm for Jauoisviis, another oil ihe i sji'auad.* for tl.^ .tj < i s or v ti.c 
troop* in the Co.in.inj , s ‘civice, and a thud m «n ad ja« ■ lit i ! u.d for 
email, ci lits Tl.e n.ily l’r..t«- L.nt cl. null on the i ,r 1 r!m| u ..r 
the c. litre if th- town, ahrge ind n r.m.d o«s l»uilili'j g w)»b i ru-.t 
tower r l h . 1 * iUi abo a cli mti clvol So r 1 o\ * uni a tnp.i lor tl ■ 
j o »r it-ioPging to the Chi.uli of laigl mil 'lieu wi.e • ■ Iil> i’i u ,e 
th.n tool) q L'lis hi. ngmg t.» the B> iul-»v i -t..b!:-h» • lit Wien i 
i.a* in hul i (I7’ei- 17-* 1;, th • i.pe t, -.dnl th. IV \1* i • _* , tl • other 
ait. ri.-iV.li at Sunt and llu-’iis, wl.re i..'|.' ci l''i Ier dJc i i.i.ji 1 
girrl ..iis 'll.- Il"la«ll Ci'h be e-al f d « hi.ich- - ,.l l ihij. 1 l. 

«II1U7‘ i.t j irts i.f tl I*'»id '...d i ijij_.id i u'fi iiaiidgip i ij i', ■ 

Lngl it liuiin.’: »t. Th_ Iaigii h la . lh n i , ih , ghr.n’l r 
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so large nor elegant as those at Calcutta or Madras, weio comfortable 
and well furnished. '1 hey were built in the Euiopean style of aieln- 
tecture as much as the climate would admit of, but lost something of 
that appcaiance by the addition of veiandas or covcied piazzas to shade 
those apaitments most exposed to the sun. When illuminated and 
tilled with social parties m the evening these verandas gave the town 
a veiy cheerful appeaiance. But since I left India (1784) the town 
houses have been almost deserted by the English who leside entirely 
at their country villas The gentlemen only go to the fort in the 
morning to transact their business, devoting the evening to domestic 
pleasuie and convivial meetings at their gaiden houses 1 

.The houses of the lich Hindus and Muhammadans aie geneially 
built within an enclosure surrounded by gallenos or verandas not only 
for privacy but to exclude the sun from the apai tments '1 Ins court 
is frequently adorned with shrubs and flowers and a fountain playing 
before the pnneipal room wheie the master receives his guests which 
is open in front to the gaiden and furnished until caipots and cushions. 2 
The large bazar or the street in the black town within the fortress 
contained many good Asiatic houses and shops stoied with merchandise 
fiom all parts of the world for the Europeans and Natives These 
shops wcie geneially kept by the Indians, especially the Pa'isis, who 
after paying the established import customs weie exempted from other 
duties. 3 

On the 17tli July 1786 the managers of the Theatre wrote to 
Messis. Rawson Halt Boddam, Robert Sparks, and Richard Chuicli, 
bis Majesty's Justices for the town and county of Bombay. The 
managcis of the theatre with the utmost respect beg leave to lcprescnt 
to this Honourable Board that some time ago they addie&sed the 
Honouiablc tbc Governor and Council and enclosed plans and an 
estimate with a proposal for erecting’ a eouit bouse adjoining - to the 
tbeatie, but they conceive fiom a multiplicity of business of gicater 
moment the Honour able Board have not had time to take the matter 
into consideration. The managers aie veiy desiious m every lespect 
to n\ake the tlieatie as commodious as possible to His Majesty's 
Justices until such time as the Honourable the Governor Gcnoial and 
Council may think proper to adopt some other plan. In the meantime 
the managcis hope the Government will have no ol^ection to older the 
co mi ty to pay a modeiato rent to enable them to finish the plastering of 
the house and in other lespects to keep it in peifect lepair The managcis 
have the honour to enclose a bill for lent for the time they have alieady 
made use of it and hope it will meet with the approbation of the 
Honourable Board 1 

► 

On the above letter the Boaid at their Consultation, tbe 27tli July 
1786, observe : Read a letter from the manageis of the theatre addressed 
to his Majesty's Justices enclosing a bill for the lent of that building 
during tbc time it has been occasionally appiopnated for tbe meeting 
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1 Fortes’ Oriental Memoirs, 1, 132-153. 
3 Follies’ Onental Memoirs, I. 133. 


5 Fortes’ Oriental Memoirs, I, 
‘Pub. Diary 88 of 17SG, 302. 
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of the quaiterly sessions amounting to Its. 500 As we have had it in 
contemplation to dispose of the Old Town Hall and cicct a new building 
fiom the pioduce of its sale, and, as the exorbitance of the pie^ent 
demand lcndcis it necessary to come to an immediate deteimmation, 
it is lcsolved that the old building be sold at public outciy on Monday 
the 21st of the ensuing month of August for leady money and on the 
tei ms which will be noticed As the warehouses under the Old Town 
Ilall aie appiopnated by the turner's lease for the lodgment of his 
tobacco, our detoi inmation must be communicated to the Collectoi who 
is to settle with the tobacco faimei foi a compensation m lieu theicof 
dunng the lemamder of the lease The Geneial will dueet the cleilc 
of the works to diaw out a plan of the intended building on the most 
fiugnl scale to be erected on the luins of the old maiinc house which 
appe-iis to us to be the most convenient and piopei place for this 
puipose 1 * 

The next month the Town Hall was accoidmgly sold. On the 
21st August 1786 the land paymaster wutes to Government : 
Agiecable to youi ordeis I this day put up the Town Ilall to public 
sale on the teims pi escribed by youi Honoui and sold the same to 
Haijivan Snpat for Its. 22,600. As the lecoids of the Mayor's Couit 
weie in the uppci apartments and the warehouse^ below weie in 
possession of the tobacco faimer, I conditioned with the purchaser that 
the whole should be cleaicd out and dehieied up to him in one month 
fiom this date 3 

Tluec days later, at a Consultation on the 24th August 1786, the 
Boaid lecoid : Bead a letter fiom the land paymastei lepoitmg the 
sale of the Old Town Hall for the sum of Rs 22,600 agiecable to the 
public notice given for that puipose. 3 Read also a letter fiom the 
Collector dated 20th August 1786 Oidcied that the Collector be 
made acquainted with the sale of the Old Town nail and that the 
puichasei is to be put in possession theieof within one month fiom the 
day of sale * The land paymaster must be dnected to appiopnato a 
dry and sccuic room in the back pait of the huge house lonled of 
Mr Hoinby foi the lodgment of the lecoids of the Honourable the 


1 Bom Goy Consultation 27tli July 17SG Pub Diary S8 of 17SG, 197. 

3 Pub Diary 8S of 17SG, 3G2-jl>3 

3 On the 7tli May ISO,! tin. Committee's Secretary w rites to the Civil Paymaster 
I am (lircetcii by the Town Committee to request you n ill furnish them as soon as 
P°. lble with the billowing information What the Old Town Hall in the Bazar 
sold foi ami the numbu of square jaids the property computed (Bombay Town 
Committee Vol 1S3 of 160.5, Jl'J-dll.) In reply the same day (7th May 1&03) tbc 
CimI Paymaster wutes In reply to joui letter of this date jou will mfrum the 
Committee that the Old Town flail was sold by public outcry on 21st August 17SG to 
Har]i\au Supat for Ba 22,000 as appears by the records of the Civil piy office I 
liare l chared to the Collector’s office for tho meaouiement which I find to be stated in 
aieport of the \ ereadorcs and mattaras under date loth January 1737 at S1S71 square 
feet (Ditto, 314-31J ) This Tow n Hall is tho Court of Judicature of 107o. Pile- 
shell lemains m Bazar Gate btreet 

* As icgaiils tho sale deed of this Town Hall tho Diary of the 30th Dot ember 17SS 
baa the follow mg entry The Secretary lajs before the Board the deed ol sale 1 of 
the Town Hall which is oidcred to be evented and delivered to tho purchaser 

Harjivan Sirpat l’ub. Diaiy 93 of 1788, 169, 
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Mayor's Count. 1 As the warehoused and shops beneath the Town Hall 
are ••oon to be doliveied up, it is agreed to allow the tobacco fanner 
the monthly sum ol! Its. SO in lieu of tho'-o warehouses and it is 
expected ho w ill immediately piovide himself with piopor places of 
w Licit the Collector must lie acquainted. 2 

Letter from the Register to the Mayor's Court, dated Bombay Town 
TIall 23th August 17S6 : I am commanded by the Honourable the Mayor 
to acknowledge lcceipt of your Secretary's letter of the 25th instant 
acquainting the Court that the ground on which the Old Town Ilall 
stands had been sold and that the laud paymaster had lecened oideis 
to prepare a loom in the huge Iioiimi lented of Mr. Hornby for the 
leceptiun of the Comt's vecoids. fn answer tlicieto 1 am directed 
to acquaint your Honouiable Boaid that for a long time past the 
Mayor's Court have labouied under great inconveniences Loin the want 
of a proper place to meet in. As this will not be obviated by the 
removal of their ro coals to the place allotted, I am ouleicd to lcque^t 
your Honourable Boaid to appoint tome proper place to meet m or 
the Court will ho under the necessity of renting a home and chaiging 
' the Honouiable Company with the expense theieoi." 

On the above letter the Board lCs-ohe on the 30th August 17SG: 
Head a letter fiom the Honouiable M.iyoi's Com l signif) mg their 
being m want of a place to assemble in and repiosentiiig tlut a pioper 
accommodation may bo appropriated for that purpose. Ouleied that 
they lie acquainted, we have come to a dctcinnnatiun oL building a 
New Tow n Ilall and until Unit be iinuhed the Com t will beaccommoulatcd 
with a room in the home lenlcd of Mr. Hornby if convenient to them 1 

The following cxli acts of 17 S3 show Unit the Mayoi’s Couit was 
removed fi oiu the Old Town Ilall to the Admualty House m 17SG . 
Letter Loin the Mayor's Court to Go\ eminent, dated Bombay Castle 
17th March ] 7S3. Having summoned the members of the llonomablc 
the Mayor’s Court to lay before them your letter of the 17lli instant 
addressed ollieially to inc and acquainting me that Lorn public exigency 
you bad oideicrl a set of looms in the bandar or custom bouse to be 
appropriated for the lcceptiou of the Mayor’s Couit, the}’ unanimously 
came to the following resolution which by their desno I have the 
honour of communicating to you : Tlut tliov should consider an assent 
on tlicir part to bo highly dmogatory to the dignity of the Couit and 
at all events the place to be extremely inconvenient for its meetings’. 
That they llicieforo ilcsiic some piopor and commodious building may 
be allotted l’oi the reception of llic Court ; since until such time ns it 
can meet, conveniently with its dignity and convenience, the Mayor and 
Aldcimen must be under the necessity of adjourning their meetings and 
suspending* tlio adininisUnlion of civil justice or of carrying into 
execution their ic-olution communicated to the Honouiable the 
Governor and Council under the 28th August 17 8G (copy of which I 
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1 This Hornby House also culled Admualty llouso anil the Rucoidei’s Couit is the 
picaent (1S93J Old High Couit oi Giuut Western Hotel. 

1 Pub. Diary 8S o £ 1780, 518 -519. = l’ub. Diary 88 of 17S1!, 579. 

* Bom Gov. Consultation 30tli Aug, 17SG, Pub. Diary S3 of 1788, 577. 
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Lave the honour to enclose) o£ muting a hou&c foi the loceptiou o£ the 
Couit at the expense of the Honourable Company. 

On the above letter a Consultation of the 20th Maieh 1783 
reeoids : The Piesident (the llonoiuablc Andiew Ram c ay) lajs before 
tbe Boaid a lettei addiessed him by the Major and acquaints us that 
the Adnmalty Home wheiem tlie Major's Couit bad for some tune 
past been assembled, 1 emg now appiopmted to the accommodation of 
the nfliccis of Ills Majesty’s 71st Regiment ho had dnected a suito of 
apaitments in the baudai to bo fitted up for tho Couit not as a 
peimancnt, but as a temporary place for llicn meetings until a moic 
suitable building can be piovided for them The President observing 
at the same time that Couits have been fiequontly held m tho bandar 
licrctofoie mthout its having 1 cvei been consideicd as dciogatoiy to 
then dignity. Resolved tlieiofoio that the Couit be acquainted that 
we shall piovidc a suitable place for then reception as soon as it may 
be in om power In the meantime wo hope they mil put up with 
such accommodation as the bandar aifouls. 1 

Thcieupon the Register to tlio Mayor’s Couit \v loto tho following 
letter to Govcmment on the 2i(h Match 1788 • Yom Seeiutaij's 
letter of tho 21st mutant hav iug tins day been token into consideration 
by the Ilonomable the Maj oi’s Coui fc tliej- have dneoted mo to acquaint 
yom: Honomablc Boaid that thej r unanimously remain in the opinion 
notified to the Ilonomable the PuMdcnt m the Worshipful the Mayor's 
lettei of the 17tli instant As the Ilonouiahlo the Couit of Dncctois 
have given oidois for the expenses of the Couit to be defrayed fiom then 
tieasmy, they the Couit have fuithoi commanded me io again mfoim 
your Ilonomable Boaid that, unle-s some commodious binlding is 
immediately allotted for tbo Coiut to meet m, the> shall be nndei 
tbe necessity of lcnting a house and cbaigmg the Ilonomable Com- 
pany with the expense theicof m oulei that the business of the Couit 
which lias alieady mot with consideiablo delay may no longer be 
impeded , 

On lcceipt of the abov'o lettei at a Consultation on the 25th. Maieh 
1788, the Picsident acquaints the Boaid that m consequence of the 
inconvenience which tho Mayor's Com t apprehend would attend theii 
carrying oa theii pioceechugs m the bandar he lias ducctcd that the 
pait of the maiinc house at pie'eut occupied bj r tliu Secietaiy to the 
maiine board be fitted up as a Corn t Home and To»vn Hall, the expense of 
which by an estimate made by the cngmcei and now betoie us w ill not 
exceed Its. 13‘). This mtontion mad lie accordingly communicated to 
tho Mayor's Court. Wo thmk it necessaiy to leinaik that as we have 
allotted them apaitments in the bandar wherein comts bad been fre- 
quently held and which in oiu opinions would have ausw eied the purpose 
veiy well for the pie-cnt, wo have been in no vvaj eccessoij to then 
legal proceedings being impeded. 2 


*Fub Duty 92 o£ 17SS, 211-213 Foucst’s Home &uiu=, II .1i3 
•Bom Go>- Consultation 23th il-iu.li 17SS, Tub. Di.iiv ii~ of 1733, 219--W- 
Forrest’s Homo Senes, 11. 310 
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On the 1 1th January 1791 the Register of the Mayor’s Court writes 
to Government • The attorneys of the Mayor’s Court having represented 
to tho Court that the place allotted them in the Town Hall is much 
too small and confined, I am dneeted by the Court to icquost that tho 
necessary oideis may be given to the piopcr officer to enlarge the 
same so that it may lie made sufficiently spacious and commodious for 
the attorneys’ accommodation. 1 

On leceipt of the above letter a Consultation of the 18th January 
179 L records . Read the above letter from the Mayor’s Court in conse- 
quence of which the land paymaster will be directed to make the 
altciations in the Town Hall requested by the Court. 2 

On the loth February 1791 the Register of the Mayor’s Couit 
writes to Government: The land paymaster having lcprcscntcd to 
the Mayor’s Court that your Honourable Boaul bad objected to his 
plan for the proposed alterations in the Town Hall, I am directed by 
the Court to acquaint i ou that such plan was duly considered and 
approved of by the Couit before I was last commanded to add i css you, 
and tlut the alterations tlieiem laid down are such as the Court deem 
absolutely necessary for their accommodation and that of their officers. 

On the 18th February 1791 Government ohscive: fn answer to the 
foiegoing lettei the Mayor's Couit must he informed that the 
situation of the Company’s tieasury w ill not permit of their author- 
ising' further allemlions to bo amide to the Court House than they 
have already empowered the land paymaster to execute. 3 4 

At a Consultation of the 21-tli Apiil 1787 the Boaul lecord : 
Encroachments having been made witlnn the walls of the garnson by 
the native inhabitants having built numeious houses which may csscn- 
(dally interfere with the public works and be dctii menial to the health 
of tho community, wc think iG expedient to appoint a committee 
consisting of the laud paymaster, collector, and chief engineer 
who- must be directed to examine the several private buildings now 
can yin" on within tho town walls andicport how far thoy maybe 
prejudicial in these respects. The committee must also suspend the 
piogrcss of such buildings as thoy judge proper until thoy have com- 
pleted the said report.* 

In coiisequonco of tho Consultation of tho 2-ltli April 1787 the 
folio wm" letter was addressed on the 7 th May 1787 to Air. "William 
Arden provisional uollcctoi, Air Patnck Ciaufurcl 13ruco, land j^aymastei 
and Alajoi Robeit Nicholson, chief engineer: The Honourable the 
President and Council having noticed various encroachments within the 
town wall by the erection of numerous private buildings which they 
appichend must ho detrimental to tho works, as well as prejudicial to 
tho health of the community, have judged expedient to appoint you a 
committee for investigating these abuses, directing that you report to 
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them fully i unr •-cntiiiieiii.s thoieoii, and that in the inteiim ton put a 
nop to the pi<-gr<. K - of Mieli buildings now cairj'ing on as you may 
think iicces.-arv . l 

At a Con-lilt itinn, dated the 21th August 17 57, the Hoard re ul the 
following let l< l fium the ibmu cciii'iultcc to the Honourable Haw-on 
Hut ih.ihlum 1] ipme, I’lc-'iluil .n-d (iovcrnoi in Council, dated 
Homb.il 2Ki,Augu-L 1757. In obedience t<> join older «■£ the 7th 
M:ij appointing im a committee for in>.^ t otiuj»- private building', no 
Iiave mule ciupniv co'ici'rning tin* v.niou- buildings now civcting bj" 
puvatc people williiu the luun will. A\’e find tlut the piopuotor* of 
the lnni-cs now building h i\o hid primi— ion according to the u-ual 
and established mode, and that they have leslru.ttd ihcm-elves within 
the limit- of tlwir giotmd. Ilitheitu in tho ab-cnce of any re-trictinn 
iu.pi.etm>' the height of hoii-o-. the confined extent of then giound has 
led muij of the black inh ibitantd hi then put of the town to raise 
their home? to hj {'ll. it height iniy l>e mjiniou- to the hcalthme-s 
ot the tow n It h is likcw i v been unfni Innate, bodi foi ihe couliuvs 
and the ap]ieaiance ol the town, tli it little attciiliou In- been given to 
the bn.ulth of tho -ticet 1 ., anil to keeping them as much as possible 
stiaight cutting c ich othci at nyhl angles To -udilenly icmudy these 
inconveniences might he uppie— ive to many individual* and would 
occasion a veiv heavy oxpcn-c. Hut a cuie might lsi effected in the 
couiac of a modulate time, v. ithout mju-tioe oi much oxpen-o, by pioper 
i emulations ligully aillicicvl to ; mice in all wcll-iegulatod communities 
the convcniciicy ot an lndivilual must give wav' to the public good 
"We would lccummcnd tli.it the puucipal shoot within tho townaud 
round the vvoiks -liouhl be culaigcd to fifty feet in width clcai of all 
projections. All new houses to bo built at that distance fiom thn-e 
immediately opposite to them, oi fiom the walls of tho town The 
cio=s sheets to bo enhiged to twenty-live feet, dual of all piujeetions, 
aud the lane- to fifteen feet. The pic-cnt width of the -tieet tow .lids 
the works is conformable to regulations of a very long standiug 
in the engineer's olliee On empiny wc find tho«e regulations have 
been very stuctly attended to ill confining the newly erected buildings 
to the old site and limits of the giouud Anutcrul altciatiou would 
m course take place fiom this time foiwaid, if thcpioposcd lecoimnon- 
dution legauhng the hicidth of thu sheets is adopted "We w ould like- 
wise lecommend that all houses to be built m iutuie m that p.ut of 
the town belonging to the black inhabitants, shall not bo l'.u-od higliei 
than thirty-two feet fiom the tcireplcm to the caves, that is two loot 
foi the height of the llooi and tliuty ieet from the floor to the caves, 
which is about two Eiuopean sloiics The native inhabitants not to be 
restucted in tho luunbci ot their stoi ie* prov ided their houses do not 
exceed the above height AYo mo ot opinion it would be buttei lo 
regulate the height ot houses belonging to tho native inhabitants rather 
fiom the oo.\C£> than from the lulyo-bLUiiij beiMUbc then ,r ruuiul is often 
oxtromely naiiow which obliges them to increase the sue of then 
houses in tho depth. In this case supposing a house of sixty feet 


1 Committee Buildings Diaiy 177 of 1767- J70J, I. 
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in depth and allowing for the proper and necessary slope of the 
loof, theie would lcmaiu very little height for the wall not more 
than sufficient for one storey. This would be particularly injurious 
to the more wealthy part of the inhabitants, as likewise to the 
weavers whose houses lequiie to be of a gieat depth in Older to 
give a sufficient length foi their vvob« In our opinion the projections 
of the shops in the bazar or principal stieet of the black town, are 
a v cry gieat nuisance and ought all to be immediately 1 amoved, as 
being positive encioachuients on the stieet, and leeeplaelcs for every 
kind of tilth and nastiness. In many parts of the town inhabited by 
the natives a vciy filthy practice is permitted of ncccssaucs opening 
into the streets. This in every leapect is highly offensive. These 
ncccssaiics, we should hope, will nnmcdiatly be ordeied to bo closed and 
nothing of the kind admitted under a veiy severe penalty including 
imprisonment and eorpoial punishment to the lower classes of the 
inhabitants. Each householder, we also think, should bo obliged to 
clean daily that pait of the street opposite his dwelling house and 
to carry the rubbish and tilth to convenient places to be fixed 
on for that purpose in every stieet to bo under the direction of 
the scavenger whose people and carts should attend daily to carry 
it oif. Any householder allowing llio diit to remain in the 
street opposite Ins house bhould be lined. The admitting all kinds 
ol' goods to be piled up on what is called the Green and in 
that aiea opposite to the Mtindvi wc likewise think is a nuisance and 
being allowed to extend indisciiminalcly to all sorts of goods, may 
on some occasions be pioduclive of unhealthy consequences. In all 
eventbitisa vciy gieat inconvenience and eyesore allowing goods 
to be tossed down anywhere at the option oi the proprietor. Wo 
should thcicforo recommend that the putting goods on the Green or 
on any other open aiea vvitlun the town, should be lcstiictcd to parti- 
cular kinds of specified goods ; and that the inspection and contiol of 
the business should be placed under such authority as might effectual- 
ly prevent the inconvenience fiom going beyond the limits allowed 
by Government. Wo have much reason to imagine that many indi- 
viduals have encroached beyond the proper limits of their ground, and 
particularly those whose houses or compounds extend to lanes and 
alleys. To detect such abuses effectually it will bo necessary to mako 
a complete survey and measurement of ,tlio whole of the private pro- 
perty within the town. Tlijs at the same time might servo the good 
purpose of establishing the future intended improvements in the town 
by ascertaining tho best and most advantageous direction for the 
streets and lanes. We would recommend a heavy lino to be levied 
from every person who may have encroached, ^and, if wanted for 
public purposes, the ground to be taken, or if loll with the possessor 
ha in course to bo charged with the customary ground lent. 

Throughout the whole town the streets are exceedingly in want of 
repair. Indeed the larger part have never even been formed. In 
consequonce of this during the rains tho water lodges upon them and 
makes them vory dirty. Those in that part of the town inhabited by 
the natives are in a dreadful situation, and particularly during the rainy 
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season m many paits they aic knee deep in mud. This in course must 
become putrid and. bo exticmoly offensho and dotumental to the 
health of the inhabitants To lomedy tins effectually would leqiuio 
a a cry heavy expense, because it would be necessary to foim sewns 
tluougliout the whole town to lead off to the sea But much might 
bo lcmedied by baaing the sheets leguhuly foimed with a pietty 
high aich, and wheic po-siblo to gnc them a slope for the water to - 
mn off. It mil bo necessary likewise to gno them a good substantial 
foundation anil cos or them with shingle and sandstone liibbish, both of 
which di tides aicin gieat abundance and at nogieat distance from 
the town. As consulciable expense will be lequuetl to cany this into 
execution, and it being a mattei solely for the benelit convenience and 
healthiness of the inhabitants, they ought in couisc to hear the buiden. 
The mode of taxation may he easily determined and could be noways 
difficult to collect fiom so ncli a community 1 * 
At a Consultation, the 24th August 17S7, the Board lecoid ■ We 
admit the piopnoty of the measmes leeommended by the committee 
foi lcmcdying the inconvenience pointed out by them and for the 
geneial lmpiovement of the town Such pait of the legulations as 
will not mcui any expense to the Company must be earned into im- 
mediate execution, m particular those which will conduce to cleanliness. 
The necessary oidcis must bo accoidingly given to the oificcis whose 
pi ounce it is to supoiintend and enfoice the observance of these regula- 
tions. 3 

At their Consultation the 15th October 1799, Government lead the 
following lettci fiom Messis. James Andeis-on and William Sandwith, 
attorneys to Colonel Jones, dated Bomba}- August 1799 • On the 
aruval in SeptemLci 1798 of Sn William Syei, the fust Retoider, oiu 
house w T as taken foi his lcsidcncc at the late of Its 21)0 a month. Sir 
Wilham desued tlie monthly bills might be drawn out in his’namc and 
that we would cousidei linn and not the Compauv as oiu tenant. This 
wish of Sw William was complied with until lie intimated to us that he 
w’as about to quit the house as his pnvatc le-idence and that he had 
obtained youi consent to ictam it as a Town Ilall We tlioiefoie con- 
sider it as nccessaiy that some official agiecmeut should exist between 
Govcinmeuband us. You must be veiy sensible, Sn, that the tiansfoim- 
ing a house fiom a pnvatc dw clhng into a place ot public justice subj'octs 
it in a moio than ordiuaiy degiee to eveiy species of damage We 
theiefoie tiust undei such consideiations that the undeimentioued 
pioposal will not lxj deemed umeasonable. The lent to lie paid 
quaitcrly at Rs 250 a month and the lopaus on the pait of Govern- 
ment. That it be taken foi not le«» than tluee oi more than five 
yeais. That, on flic Company relinquishing the tenancy, the house 
to be put by them into its original state of dwelling house On tins 
letter the President, Honourable Jonathan Duncan, makes the follow- 
ing minute • Undeistauchug that Su William Syei has m consequence 


1 Pub. Diary 91 of 17S7, 704-707. Committee Buildings Diarj 177 of J7S7-1793, 
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of my application to him for that purpose made the following* agree- 
ment with Mr. Anderson subject to the ratification of Government, 
I recommend that tiro same he approved accordingly, namely : That 
Government take the house for tlueo yoais at a late of l?s 2U0 a 
month and keep rt in repair during the term, it liavmg been first put 
into proper repair by the landloul Provided nevertheless that if Gov- 
ernment choose to quit rt before the expiation of the term of tlnec 
years that the)' shall be at liberty to do so giving three months notice 
of their intention aucl pa) rug an additional lent of J?s. 50 a month 
for such time as they luve held it. That Government at the end or 
other expiration of the said term shall rostoie the home to its oiigmal 
state at their expense except as to such of the altoiations that the 
landlords may elioo-e to continue. The Jloaid concurring m the 
President's recommendation, ouleiod an answer to ho accordingly 
despatched in the terms of his minute to Mcssis. Anderson and Sand- 
v\ i til's application. 1 

The great fire of 1S03 in the north of the town gave an 
opportunity for introducing tlnoughoul the area alfceted a system 
of widei and ruoie regular sheets. On the 2Glh Match 1803 Govern- 
ment resolved to appoint a committee under the title of the Town Com- 
mittee to carry out Government instructions legaidrng the improve- 
ments to be made and to doluimine the compensation that might be 
found ncccsNiry in making such improvements. ; 

This committee which was called the Town Committee received the 
following instructions : Upon due consideration of the scveial sug- 
gestions from our own members it may pci haps become expedient to 
allow' the native merchants whoso premises have been burnt to build, 
in lieu of those now destroyed, warehouses for the reception under due 
precautions, of their goods and counting houses m as far in i aspect 
to both these descriptions of stiuctmes, as shall bo deemed consistent 
with a duo log-aid to Hits security of the fort This seems at. the first 
glance to oppose tins class of inhabitants being allowed to have their 
dwelling houses w’lthin the walls. Objection is also rightly taken to 
any of the propo-cd warehouses or offices being of more than two 
stones at the highest or otherwise covered than by terraces instead of 
the pitched roofs that have hilhoilo prevailed It maybe hoped that 
you will be able to convince the natives m question of the unadvisablc- 
ucss of their residing m a garrison .crow ded with lofty struetmes filled 
with goods and merchandise and mtoiscctod by such 'narrow streets as 
existed befoie the late fire. And that from the 9 onvietion forced on 
their minds by the late sad calamity, they will willingly concur in the 
expediency of their dwelling houses and families being without the fort 
where they ought to be sensible that under the advantage of our insular 
situation both w ill bo in perfect security. The molrvcs for our inclin- 
ing to admit any derci lption of their goods to be lodged within the 
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walls and for their being consequently indulged with counting houses 
adjoining an-o out of what the papers non tiunsnnttod to you indicate 
to he the local eiicunistaneos u£ the haibour, wheie that pait of it 
immediately opposite to the foititications is repic-cuted to Le the only 
eligible spot fui the lading of -dups paitieulaily dining the monsoon. 
This point it will he jour object still further to investigate since it 
would certainly prove above all things dcsuablc that eveiy mercantile 
house, especially of the natives, should he situated without the foit as 
is completely the ca'-e at Calcutta aiul has we undcistaml lately become 
so at Madias, IJcloie any plan lxt finally adopted it is nn. 0 es.ir} that 
the light of possession 01 piopeity m the tiact laid w j-te b\ tlie late 
conllagration should be thoroughly nscei (.lined. Towards assisting in 
this inquiry you arc herewith iumishcd with statements taken fiom 
the Collector’s legistiy of the two desenptions of giouud, namely 
public and pin ate affected by tins calamity. To these statements aie 
added rcmaiks hom Mr. Du isou/a a well-informed native of this place. 
Wo me pleased to find Mr. JI.il!, the Company's attorney, doe's not 
deem it neco-saiy altogethei to acipiiescu in Mr. Dc Souza's conclusions 
Mi Hall comideis that the part of the giound staled * public 1 was 
given to the tenants not in peipctuity as nndei stood by Mr. Dc Souza 
but meiely as a permissive indulgence to Le resumed at will. Mr. 
Ilall bolds that unless any of the public or unpensioned tenants can 
show leases fiom Government confuung a supenoi title, those distin- 
guished under the name ot pensioned piopuutois can alone claim 
compensation hom the Uonouiablc Company for any ground winch it 
may be deemed advisable to lcoccupy. 1 

The following aie cxtucts fiom the lccord of the committee’s 
proceedings and the correspondence between them and Government 
In April (23id) 1S0J the Town Committee's Sccrctaiy writes to the 
Seeietaiy to Government : Iain duccted by the Tow n Committee to 
communicate thiough ) on their leguest to the Honomablu the Governor 
m Council, that information may be alfoided them what ground it 
will be indispensably necessary to lcscivc between the ramparts and 
the houses which may be eventually rebuilt within the g.unson I am 
fuilhei duccted to lecpicst that the information thus applied for may 
be furnished with all practicable despatch. 4 

In reply to the above on the 27th Apiil 1803 the Secretary to 
Government vvntcs to the Piesidcnt of the Committee In acknow- 
ledgment of your Sccrctaiy's letter, dated the 23 id mstaut, I am 
directed by the Governor in Council to intimate that forty feet should be 
reserved between the ramparts and the houses, but whatever the pictent 
open space is greatei, it is not to be n.u rowed - 

On the 25th Apiil 1303 the Committee wnte to Government : We 
have now tho honour to leport to you the fuithei pioccedmgs of this 
committee upon tho important objects which you Ime been pleased to 


‘Bom Go f. Diary 2Gth Mai. 1803, Pub Duty 172 of 1S03 11 7.1 -’117b 
! Bombay Town Committco’a Dury 183 of 1S0J, 321 Pub bnry 173 of’lS03, 1009 
* Bombay Town ComiiiitUe'a Diary 183 of 1S03, 262. Pub. Diary 173 of 1S03, 1010. 
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refer to their consideration. In directing- their attention to the ma terial 
question of any recommendation to your Honourable Board for allow- 
ing the native merchants to build within the foit, in lieu of their houses 
destroyed by the late calamity, it became the first subject of their 
investigation whether and to what extent such an allowance was 
compatible with the safety and protection of the fort In order to 
ascertain this point the committee had recourse to tho highest military 
opinions to which they had access, as well as those of their own mem- 
bers, who were competent to decide upon it, w Inch were uniformly 
favourable to the allowance of building upon a prescribed and modified 
plan. Having proceeded thus far the committee had recourse to tho 
instructions of your Honourable Hoard respecting the natuic and 
description of such intended buildings Regarding- this they observe 
that warehouses and counting houses were alone in your contemplation, 
exclusive of dwelling housc-s, which you conceived, a due regard to 
the security of the fort, seemed at the first glance, to oppose. This 
you further confirmed by suggesting that it would certainly prove 
above all things desirable that every mercantile house especially of the 
natives should be situated without the fort as is Completely tho case 
at Calcutta and lias lately been enforced at Madias. The committee 
wcic fully awaie of tho justice and pioprioty of these ducctions of your 
Ilonouiablc Board as originating fiom the unfortunate cause which 
occasioned your interference and the best and most piobablc piovention 
of. its recurrence m iuturo. It was from these ideas that the liist 
object of the committee was directed to a separation of those ai tides 
of traffic within the fort from which the gioalosl, if not the only, danger 
was to be apprehended such as oil dammar and j jhi usually imported 
into the Mandii. ]?or this purpose it became a natural subject of 
enquiry if any othei situation without the JFoit could be selected 
for the importation of theso articles with equal convenience to those 
engaged in the traffic and the safely and sccun'y of the small vessels 
employed in it. This became further necessary if not indispensable 
fiom the recommendation of tlic commanding officer to shut up the 
passage of the Mandvi for the security of tho gairison. Tho success 
of this investigation has been already leported to your Honourable 
Boaid in pointing out a situation not only fully adequate to tho 
purpose but attended with many superior advantages to the future 
safety and encouragement of tins bumcli of traffic and to the con- 
venience and accommodation of those who are employed in it. 
When this alteration in tho destination of the trade takes place the 
committee entertain little doubt that the persons by whom it is 
conducted, who are very numerous, wdl bo anxious to change their 
residence in the fort to a situation nioie contiguous to their trade 
without tho walls which will remove a considerable class of 
inhabitants who formerly contributed to crowd the town and whoso 
residence was the most dangerous to its safety, Tho committee 
having thus, as they conceived, accorded with tho suggestions of 
your Honourable Board in removing the source of the danger 
were induced to listen to tho urgent and anxious request of the 
native merchants to lccommcud to your Honourable Board their 
being allowed a residence for their families within tho fort connect- 
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t«l with . c.r c muting Lon , - With thi , \ iow tin v applied 

to Captain ilruo'ce. t«i d.-lim at" a pi m w fii**li should at tin- ‘■amu 
linio turn** tii'- 1 u>'i •- ■■•Jitiiil pimcipl. , «■! the -tiUiiry i*it<I protec- 
tion ol th«* foiliouil'iin .1 with nu riMunlt ei*u\* w-iic.: un«1 .1* <.ommo- 
dntioii a-» w oil a., a due att* , ijti'*u Co da* limit itimt ul the hoiists in 
their fox in ami height and th>< ti«.c .whiii ti*n and uiiulntinu of mr 
through the -lt« tt» of tli*. pi upu.. d building- Tbi. plnu has been 
necoidingly pup!ii<.d Ly Captain Bmola - v. Iiiili wl lms e i*.\iunine<l 
with the iiiti it inimtti* ..itcnlion iiml t.i'-o th** Id* ity “i i\pri.s>mg 
mu* opinion that it upp<ai> to combine estrs u-»*iul and i‘\uv 
nects aiy objict and on m . tli • e«»n'idi‘i.rtn>'i of soitr Honourable 
Bonul for it< nltinmte adoption. Captain BioiA. - ha. ncis.inpani. .1 
this pian wiihii full and i*.cem..to »l« -uiptnm ot it* put. ami i*. 
statement of the i»*>-.,nii whuh niilu. toad him nuts pjrtirnlnr foi- 
iiiutiun All tin .e with the plan it,. If and draw ini'* and di— tchon 
of the piopovd liuii*-. » w * 1 1 iso die honour to aihuut to yotu 
inspection. Although the toimniUt i> i.iiomlly » it i, lied with the 
propriety and ixp^dinuy ot adopting the plan -u»*r a >tt«.cl hy Cap- 
tain Brookes they weie desiiniii of t id tilling tho h ltd as well as 
the spiiit of the iiwti uctiotw ol your lloiioiu able Buuul in reconcil- 
ing the natives to the piupos. d niiiingrmi'nt or at Lii-t in showing 
every depict* of attention hy coii-ulunt' than respecting it. With 
this siew* they diiectid n inciting to he called of the most le-pcct- 
nhlc of the ditfeient ea-te» to whom the eoniuiiiue pu-entud the 
different plans and e\plauied their object- Wlu*n altu* much con- 
sultation nnd convciMitiun uinong thenisclsis tiny U'i|in.sted n few 
days timo to consider dm plans mote uintuieiy to which the 
committee n—ented allowing tiiem to letniu the draught- lor that 
purpose. At tluii ne\t meeting the committee svei e again attended 
ny the nntnes who came ptepaieil w’lth detailed objections to the 
plan proposed hy Captain Uiooke., die whole originating, as it 
appeared to the cominukc, fi om the auxiuy they ixpius-ul io he 
permitted to ijiuild then* houses upon the lormur ground which they 
ropreseuted would pies cut expuii-em lajing nesv touudatious, ssould 
iavo the necessity of altering the public drama, would pieaone the 
svells attached to then fouuci house-, and would obviate that con- 
fusion of property which would naturally ensue from adopting a 
now plan intersecting the ground of ltuUstduals and occasion 
much tioublc m the adjustment oE claims and indemnities. Besides 
these objections they complained that the new plan would deprive 
them of a great p.nt of their fonnu property and puiticulaily by 
the proposed allowance of 60 feet from the rampait-to the buildings 
round the fort. They urged some lesser objection* which tlio com- 
mittee removed at the time. 

Were the committee to acquiesce in the foice ot these objec- 
tions by permitting a icoccupatioii of their former sites even although 
the shoots of tlio town weie widened and the form of the 
houses limited, points which were conceded by the natives or on to 
a small diminution of their par ticular grounds, they apprehend it 
would bo deviating from the object of their institution and 
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instructions to adopt a mode of preventing the recurrence of a Chapter IV* 
similar calamity, as the town would be still ciowded with winding Fortifications 
and irregular streets totally incompatible with its protection, ancl and Buildings, 
security as a fortified place. When the objections themselves aio * 

met and considered they do not appear to merit that weight and the^ Fort 

consequence which it is endeavoured to attach to them. Some 1803. ’ 

difficulties certainly must occur in the arrangement of a new plan 
of tliis nature and description j but these must give way to the 
superior and paramount consideration of the great object in view. 

As to the expense of digging a now foundation it has been found 
upon investigation not much to exceed I?s. *100, which is no great 
addition to the value of a house of Its. dOOO or 7000. As 
although the altering the drains may be attended with some expense 
yet the opciation is easy and practicable. The anangemenfc of 
the wells may be a matter of great difficulty but in many cases 
they may fall within the now plan and consequently retain 
their use. The obvious confusion of piopcity which a new systom 
of lines must occasion, appears to be the most serious consideration. 

Still even this may be adjusted by ascertaining the quantity of 
ground withdrawn from indh iduals and granting them such com- 
pensation as their lights may entitle them to and in many cases an 
arrangement of such propel ty may be made with their neighbours 
'upon equitable punciplcs of valuation where the parties have a right 
to sell. As to the deprivation of piopcity complained of there 
appears no solidity in the objection, the object of their wishes will 
be attained, a comfortable lesidunce for tlieir families, a shop for 
their business, and a more salubrious situation tlmu they formerly 
enjoyed. The objections to the quantity of ground round the ramparts 
must be inadmissible in every point of view. Further it shows the 
spirit in which all these objections are made of excluding every consi- 
deration other than private convenience and accommodation. The 
committee with gi oat deference submit to the superior discernment of 
yourllonorabloLoaid this consideration in answer to the objections of 
the natives how far the plan suggested ought to bo altered or affected 
by them. It may also be said that the proposed plan will exclude 
from the town many of the former inhabitants and that the poorer 
soit cannot afford to build houses upon the now system. With respect 
to the exclusion of inhabitants the committee consider it a desirable 
object to be attained as many ol' the previous inhabitants had no 
right to a residence in the fort. They had no business to transact 
and were merely drones in the hive interrupting the business and 
pursuits of others. The change of the Mdndvi will also withdraw 
a considerable number of petty traders who will find it to their 
intciestas well as to be more convenient to be near the scone of their 
traffic. Thus the accommodations within the fort will be left to the 
more respectable and wealthy merchants who have the best claim 
to its protection. The poorer sort who may have ground which would 
entitle them to build can easily dispose of this property to others 
with much advantage and betake tlicnisch cs to anotlior residence 
more suitable to their circumstances and moro convenient to their 
occupations which excludes every claim of compassion to this last 
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species of propnelor. The committee take the liberty of pointing 
out to your Honour able Board that by the plan of Captain Ihookes, 
agreeable to the suggestion of tile Commander of the forces, a spot 
in the ccntic of the proposed buildings is laid down to be appro- 
priated to military puipo->es At the same time the committee cannot 
help observing that if this militaiy space could be dispensed with 
it would tend to lelievc the Company in a considerable degree fiom 
the probable demands which may be made upon them foi indemnities 
on account of those whose pioperly may be thus applied. Before 
taking leave oi this subject the committee hope to be foi given for 
submitting to your llonomable Boaid that it appears to them tlieic 
is a considerable dillcieuco m the analog y between Fort William 
of Calcutta and Foit Sc. Geoige of Madias with this gairisou 
The two fonner are small in the companion and calculated merely 
for defence, while the extensive toitilicatious of Bombay and tbc 
considemble area it contains appear moic ncaily to lcscmblc the 
various foi titled cities on the continent of Euiope where the 
iidiabitants ot civil occupations and puisuits aio united and mixed 
with the hoops who aie appointed to defend them. The committee 
take the libeity of suggesting this companion to account for 
their adopting an opinion in favour of rebuilding this place aud 
pai ticulaily as it seems to meet the approbation of the Commanding 
Oflicei and finally to become an object of lefeiencc. by your Honour- 
able Board. 

The committee have adverted to that pait of the instructions of 
your Ilonouiable Boaid lecomniundmg them to point out a spot foi the 
residence of tlio natives beyond tile boundaries of tho engineer's limits 
As the otlici impoitant objects of yoiu lefeiencc have lutherto entucly 
engrossed the attention of tho committee they will not fail to enter 
upon tlus last subject at an early period of their futuie dclibeiations. 
With lcspect to tho compensations to be granted by the Honourable 
Company to such piopnetois as maybe found entitled to them, 
pai ticulaily lccommcnded to the consideration of the committee by the 
4th paragraph of the instructions of your Honourable Board, a case has 
been prepared on the subject by Mi Hall which thoy have dnected to 
be Lud befoio the Company’s couuscl for Ius advice and opinion. 
When this is obtained tho committee mil have tliehonoui of submitting 
the whole to your Ilonouiable Boaid. 1 

Oil the 29th ‘April 1803 the Secietaiy to Government mote to 
the Town Committee ■ In acknowledgment of your lettci dated, the 
25tli instant I am ducctcd to intimate that whilst the Governor in 
Conned lias the utmost leason to be satisfied with the zeal and 
mcntorious exeitioiib displaj cd m the piogiess you have hitherto made 
in the discliaige of tho auluous duty committed to you, and is also 
disposed to appiove and sanction the plan now suggested for lcbiuldmg 
that quaitcr of the town which uas the scene of the late conflagration, 
he must, however anxious to aeecleiate so dcsiiable an object, postpone 


1 Bombay Town Committee’s Duij 133 of 1303, 230-241. Pub Dim 113 of 1801, 
1581-1604. 1 ’ 
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the authorising its being commenced until ho shall have before him a 
general estimate at least o£ the expense likely to bo entailed on the 
Honourable Company by its execution. This must, the Governor in 
Council is sensible, have for its ground- work the opinion to be dohvcied 
by the Company's counsel on ilie case which lus been submitted to him. 
On procuring this opinion your committee, applying the lights thus 
obtained to the extent and description of the ground now to lie taken 
from the inhabitants, aie required to draw up estimates of the amount 
of indemnifications which may be theicon claimable from ilie Company. 
Fiist accoiding to the largest extent of the proposed improvements, 
that is, allowing tlie width of 60 feet between the interior part of the 
works and the houses and for the complete dimensions of the centrical 
place of arms as pioposed by Geueial Nicolls, atul Secondly an estimate 
limiting tlie width of the communication bet w een the mtenor part of 
the woiks and the houses to 40 feet and without any allowance fora 
ccntucal place of arms otherwise than may be aifoided by the breadth 
of the principal street which is proposed to be of 40 feet. 1 * 

On the 2nd May 1803 the Town Committee wiote to Government: 
4Ve havo tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Ilonouiablo 
Boaid's commands, dated 27th anil 29th ultimo. The appiobntion 
which you have been pleased to convey of om conduct in the progress 
of the duties hillicito piocecdedon cannot fail to animate oiu fuluic 
oxertions. We beg leave to tiausmit for the immediate perusal of j'our 
Honourable Board copy of the case and opinion of the Company's 
counsel alluded to in the last para of our letter of the 25tli ultimo.® 
The estimate suggested by tlie letter of your ILououiablo Boaid 
respecting compensations so far as it can bo at piescnl piepaied lus 
been undertaken by Captain Brookes and shall be handed up to your 
Ilonouiablc Board as soon as it is completed. In the meantime 
the Committee wcio desirous to furnish the law opinion they lia\o 
lcceivcd ascertaining the principloo upon which tins compensation may 
he adjusted. 3 

The Committee's diary of the lllh May 1803 lus the following 
entry : Captain Brookes having deliveied in to the committee the 
estimate respecting compensations which lie formerly undertook to 
prepare and which is alluded to m the last paiagraph of the committee's 
letter to Government of the 2nd instant, Iho same is now lead and 
the Scoietary is ordered to i educe it to tliu form of a loiter to be 
addiessed to Government which is aecoidingly done 1 

At a Consultation of the 13th May 1S03 read tho following letter 3 
from the Town Committee with accompaniments, dated llth May 
1803 : In reference to your Secretary’s letter of the SDLli April and 
to the promise communicated in the last paragraph of our addicss 
of 2nd May v r o have now tho honour to submit to your Honourable 


1 Bombay Town Committee's Diary 2ml May 180'i Vol, 1S3 of 1803, 205-200. Puli. 
Diary 173 of 1803, ] 70S -1710. , 1 

5 Toi tliu case and tlio opinion wo Bombay Town Committee's Diniy 183 of 1803. 

3 Bombay To,vu Committco’a Diary 18J of 1803, 300 - 301 - l’ub. Diary 171 of 1803, 
1795-00 1 Bombay Town Committco’s Diary 183 of 1803, 328.‘ 

8 Pub. Diary 174 of 1803, 1060 • 1073, Town Committee's. Dwiy 183 of 1803, 328 ■ 335. 
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Chapter IV. Board our sentiments upon the subject of compensation therein 

Fortifications alluded to. To facilitate the investigations of the committee it 

and Buildings, was thought desnable to asccitam the quantity oi'giound occupied 
Compensation by the old sheets ill that pait of the town lecently destioyed by 
for improvement*, the file in order that l>y a companion with the quantity lequiied 
1803. for the same purpose under the new plan we might be enabled to 
■ judge if any and to what extent compensation for loss of giound 

would bo neccssaiy. The present confused state oi the bazar 
lendeied it impossible to obtain any collect measuiement of the 
town. The committee theieforc have had lecouise to the most 
authentic document which is now extant, uamely a suivey of 
the place by tlio late Major Spaeth. 1 Since this penod few 
if any alteiations have been made in the public sheets. These 
measurements must differ somewhat fiom the truth as we have 
no better authority for the positions of the lines marking the 
boundary of the late calamity than a caieful inspection a fields. 
The lcsult is that of 102,393 squaie yaids laid waste by the file the 
old sheets occupied 2S,G59. If the jnopoaed design is adopted the 
new sheets upon the same spaco will lequiro 29,621 a sum 
exceeding the former by 965 squaie yaids. These measurements 
relate merely to the space m nuns. Theicfoic to rebuild that 
space upon the piopuscd plan does not appear likely to involve an 
expense worth much notice The extent for the pioposcd place of 
anus given by the officer cominandei-in-chief is 15,000 squaro yards 
ami to effect a clear space 00 feet wide along the ramparts from 
the Banian bastion to the Mdudvi, may lequnc about 12,000 
squaie yaids m addition to tlie deficiency of 905 abovementioned. 
Upon tins view of tlie subject compensation foi 27,965 square yards 
w dl be wanting and also for some houses which must come down in order 
to cany into effect the suggestion of GO feet clear along the rampaits. 

Towaids the Baz.ii Gate G1 houses lemam a list of winch wc have 
the honour to enclose 2 These stand upon the assessor’s books at the 


1 Tho record of tins btuvcj is not available It w as apparently made some tune aitei 
1750 (see above pvgu 4&1) Tlie lust recorded older lor i tegular survey of the island 
was in 1772 to Lieut Turnoi and Mr Witraan a oadut (1’iib. Diaiy 61 of 1773, 
aliS, 7CC ) Ko luiord of the evucution and results of that sun uy lias been traced 
- The details arc 
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gross annual value of Es. 25,155. Many of them are old on which 
account ten years’ purchase may peiliaps be a reasonable price for them, 
and this amounts to Its. 2,51,530 Probably one-half of tlie'-e houses must 
come down to open a clear space of sixty feet along the woilcs. Certain 
documents produced to the committee, supply an idea of the maiket price 
of land within the gates. It may be useful to aseoitain how much the 
price has risen above the oidmary value of equally good land in less 
fortunate situations. 1 

We learn from these documents that some time in 1786 the Honour- 
able Company sold at public auction to -Harp van Sirpat a building 
called the Old Court Douse situated in the Bazar Gate stieet together 
with the land on which it stood containing 909-/; square yards for 
Es. 22, GOO. 2 Some years later the plot of giound called the land pay 
otlice yard situated also within the gates near to the King’s ban acts 
and containing about -J 200 square yards was at a public sale bought m 
at Es. 02,000. The value of the Old Court House not being on the books 
in the civil pay otlice, we can only offer a conjectme as to the worth of 
the building which may bo a liberal one if taken at onc-foiulh of the 
abovemenlioned purchase money, the other tlnee-fourtlis or Es. 1G,9 jO 
remaining for 909 square yards which is Es. 1S-2- 52 the square yaid. 
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1 Pub. Diary 171 of 130 J, 1971. 

1 The details aru gu cn in a lcttci fiom IV. Ci aw fold civil paymaster to the 
fceorotary Town Committee, dated 7th May 1803. Thu sale was on the 21st August 
1780, tho building is described in the Old Town Hall ami tho aiea 81S74 equate feet 
equal to 909 A square yards. Pub Diaiy 171 of 1803, 1973. Sue above page 48S. 
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The second example the laud pay office yaid though not more in point 
is moie within leach of examination. The new shed oil the south side 
of this giound now in chaige of the commissary of stoics was not then 
m existence All the other buildings upon it aie \eiy old and veiy 
common. If theiefoie wo'deduct Its 2000 from the sum olfcicd on 
account of these old buildings Bs b0,000 mil lcmuin as the price of 
*1290 squaie yards of laud tliat is Bs 13-3-98 the sipiaie yaid. Now 
if for the sake of whole numbers Bs 1C be considered the medium of 
the above puces, tins may peilups not be vciy wide of the market 
puce of a square yaid of land within the foit in situations convenient 
foi busme-s. Captain Biooke-j having been personally picsent with the 
Collector at the pay office yawl sale, infoims us that after an mipioper 
mlluence exei ted by a pai ticulai family liad been counteracted (and which 
foi ncai'an horn had kept the Hist lot at Bs 4000) the sale was a fan 
competition of luddcis and musl thcn-foie be cousideicd as a decisive 
cuteiion of the value of ground similaily situated that is of the 
market pi ice 1 

The oidinaiy annual giound rent foi good land in Bombay without 
the gates neai the town is 11 les the squaie yaid and a very handsome 
lent it is, being L1G 12s 9d. the acie counting the lupeo at 2s. 6d. 
As in Bombay the established late of mtciest difEcis liLUc fiom 9 per 
cent, land on account ot its security may be fanly estimated m 
oidiiuiy cases at fifteen years' puiclusc. By this computation 1 qi. 
(J5 ius ‘■hould be the fan puce of a square yaid m common cases 
without the gates so long as money can be boirovved on good security 
at 9 pel cent As it has been show n above that Bs- 1U is near the 
maiket puce of a squaic yaid of land within the gates it follows that 
in favourable ‘•ltuations within the gates the glowing competition foi 
an aiticle winch cannot be inci eased Lis raised the market piice 
3878 per cent above its natural value If the above loasomugs aie just 
aud the calculations accurate vve must conclude that to ic-build the 
space in linns upon the piopo&ed plan leaving foi ly feet cleai along 
sm.li paits ot the lampaits as the late lire appio.iched, may piobakly 
cost the Honourable Company Bs 15, 1 10. To lcbvuld the space m ruius 
upon the pioposed plan lc^eiving a place of aims of given extent in 
such pait theioof as may be thought pioper, and ictcinng also a dear 
space sixty ieet wide along tlic lampaits hom the Banian bastion to the 
M.indvi, the committee conceive, may involve the following expense : 

Place of aim* .. 1U 2,10,000 

Unmoral uf homes , ,, 1,23,773 

Jsutj lett clear along tin. ramparts „ 2,07,110 

Total H>. 3,73,213 

This iepoit being lead the President deliveis in a statement from 
Town Majoi Mi William Green, dated Bombay 13th May 1803, 


1 Beta'll oi dm - ila oi the Co njia i>’» ground „iln ited between the I.ngino Uouse 
mil Kiii n ’' BirniU subject to a ijuit r.nt or 1’.? 3 a jear ami innmiit [arable one 
month .utci ih lncr} ol the ground ;huu tli .t the an. i van raid m four lot» Loti 
loDlid.ji 1) ulaji for It, Is.O'/O , Lot 2 to the t.vne- for Its lli.OOO, T.ot 3 to the 
name ior Uj 10,00'! , md Lot 1 to X igvr liaison i..r Ur. L0 j 0. Pub. Liarj 17 1 of 1803, 
1070. 
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showing that the bieadth of the space left clear for a communication 
between the Church and Apollo Gates, that is m such pail of the 
town as lemained unaffected by the late flic, gives a medium bieadth 
of twenty-four to twenty- fir e feet, while the like communication 
between the Church Gate and Bazar Gate averages not quite twenty 
feet. 1 

After consideration at the same Consultation, Government determine 
to fix the futuie breadth of the communication along the works between 
Cliuieh Gate and Bazar Gate at forty feet that is at halfway between 
the present average breadth and the suggested width of sixty feet. 
This medium the Board lemark combines in the greatest possible degree 
a necessary attention to economy with the requiiemcnts of public 
utility. In our opinion, they continue, the difference of twenty feet 
does not constitute a consideration equal to the expense of Its 2,07/110 
which the above lccoidcd able and clear repoit fiom the town committee 
shows a sixty-foot bioad communication would cost. Besides by 
limiting the breadth to forty feet due legard is shown to the situations 
of the late inhabitants who will thus he able to reoeeupy if not the 
piccisc limits from which they were lately burnt out, yet each of them 
a. nearly equivalent aiea within the same protected space without 
incurring any expense of material moment to the Honourable Company. 

They add ■ The same combined motives piccliidc Government from 
allotting a place of arms within the walls in the space known under 
the denomination of Bombay Giecu. The members of the Boaid cannot 
think they should stand justified with tlicir supciiors in adopting this 
article of the propositions laid before them for the lcbmlding of the 
Bazai, especially as since the period of that suggestion, circumstances 
have admitted of their allotting- l'or mililaiy purposes, iu the spot called 
Mody’s bay, a still more extensive aica than that originally proposed to 
be taken fiom the ground iu the Bazar. 

As the lemoval of the remaining' houses in the Bazur is estimated 
to cost so large a sum as its. 1,25,775, Government will not enter upon 
what must be under taken at so heavy a charge without the consent of 
the Honourable the Court of Dircctois further than by determining 
that in pioportion as these houses fall into decay and require to be 
rebuilt, this shall not he admitted on any system other than one in 
stnet consistence with the plan which the Bnaidhavo already sanctioned 
for the erection of the new houses in that part of the Bazdr which has 
been destioyed Copies of these resolutions to be transmitted to the 
town committee with instructions to proceed to allot to each of the 
former proprietors of the houses in the Bazar lately consumed on the 
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,, 1 details m feet between the Chui ch Gate and the Apollo Gate are : Church 
Gate IS, Ah. Defcouzas oJhce 32, Fort of Curlier 10, Mi Crawfoid’s house 56, 
General NichoFs house 31, Hope Walk 30, and load by the Hope Walk GO. 

The detail-, m feet between Chi’— 1 - ° 1 ” • " 
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Pub Diary 174 of 1803, 1976-77 
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17th Febiuary last, that proportion of ground which will devolve to each 
of them on the punciples of the piccedmg resolution-, icpoihng from 
time to time then progiess inclusive of the quotas of mdemmhcatiou 
to which any of the said inhabitants may m their opimon have an 
equitable claim. Oideied that copy of the above lepoit by the town 
committee with the piccedmg lesolutions he forwaided to the Com t 
of Dneetois by the o\eiland despatch proceeding lienee on the 15th 
instant for the Honouiable Coui f/s mfoimation as to the piogicss 
lutheito made towaids rebmlding that pait of the Baair consumed by 
the iiio on the 17tli Februaiy 1803. 1 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th May 1803' Read the 
following pioposals fiom the managers of the theatie. The managing 
of the theatie jundci standing that Government me much in wane of 
loom for offices beg to submit to then consideiation the lenting of the 
stage floor of the theatie to seive for the town committee and for the 
Sadai Adalat office 2 More, the manageis appiehcnd, could not bo 
accommodated ; and though Government lenteil it foimerly forRs. 250 
monthly for the great and petty sessions use, yet being desiious 
chiefly to accommodate Government, they only lequne Its lbU 
monthly, being the actual eliaiges attending the theatre. Government 
agree to the above piopo«al foi one year certain, of which the 
departments foi whose use the theatre is to he icnted, me to be advised. 3 

In Ins Oriental Commerce published m 1813 Milbuin thus describes 
Bombay apparently between 1803 and 1808 After quoting the 
passage fiom Paisons, 1775 (given above at pago 4S2), Milburn adds : 
Between the two maimc gates is the castle, called Bombay Castle, a 
legular quadiangle, well built of stiong haid stone In one of the 
basbons is a laige tank orieservon for water r lhe foitifications aie 
numeious, paiticularly towaids the sea, and aie so well constructed, 
the whole being encompassed by a broad and deep ditch, winch can be 
flooded at pleasuie, that it is now one of the strongest places the 
Company have in India Besides the Castle aie several fort- and 
redoubts, the puncipal of which is Maliini situated at the opposite 
extremity of the island, so that, piopcily garrisoned, Bombay may bid 
defiance to any force that can be brought against it. In the centre of 
the town is a laige open space, called the Green, winch m the fine 
weathei season, is covered with bales of cotton, aud othev meidiand'sc 
entuoly unprotected ; aiound the Gieen are many laige well built aud 
hancL-ome houses ; the Government house, aud the tliuich, which is an 
extremely neat commodious and airy building, are close to cadi other, 
on the left of the Church Gate. On the right of the Church Gate is 


’ Pub .Drury 171 o£ IS01, 1077 • 10S1. 

s In 1820 the pro\ incial Court of Civil Appeal at Surat was abolnhcd and tin 
Chief Civil Court or Scular Due , mi .idtifal w a; transferred from lloaib ly to r~jr. 1 t 
Itce. V of 1520. In tho dame jiar the power and functions of the Crmmul Court 
of circuit anil of appeal wore uni till to lorui a Chief Criminal Court or SaJir 
faujitan , Idnlcii anil btatioucd at burat. Jn 1623 the Chief Civil and Crmunil 
Courti were again rumored from burat to Bombay. Keg. VII of 1323 Bombay 
Gazetteer, burat, II 228. 

1 Com, Goa. Consultation 13th May 1803, Pub. Diary 174 of 1503, 10S1. 
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the Bazar, which is very crowded and populous, and whore the native 
merchants principally reside At its commencement stands the theatie, 
a neat handsome structure This part of the town suffered much by 
a destructive tire which broke out m Fcbiuary 1803 and destroyed 
nearly three-foui ths of the B<1zar, together with the barracks custom- 
house and many other public buildings, and property of immense value 
belonging to the native merchants. Many houses in the neighbourhood 
of the Castle weie batteicd down by the artillery, to stop the progress 
of the ilamcs, aud preserve the magazine, or in all probability the 
whole town would have been destroyed. Since the fire of 1S03 this 
part of the town has been rebuilt, and the whole much improved, at a 
considerable expense to the Company. 1 
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1 Milbum’s Oriental Commerce (1813), I. ICO ■ 170. 
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THE S1DIS IN BOMBAY- 

Pags -S3 Nots 3. 

The Sidi connection with Bombay laatud for about eighteen yeaia from 
1672 to 1690. The details of these lelutions from 1672 to 1G85 aio 
recorded by Orme (Fiagments, 3-110). Iu October 1Gi'2, about twelve 
years after then’ appointment ns Moghal admirals, the Sidis under Sidl 
.Ydtut entered Bombay harbour mth the object of ravaging ShivAji’s 
Kurlahs, that is the lands and villages of Panvcl. Pen, and Alibag. As 
President Aungier refused to let them land iu Bombay they witbdicw to 
Jan]ira. They returned to Bombay on the 24th December whore they were 
received with constrained civility and were allotted bouses in tlio town of 
Mdzgaon. SidiYAkut proposed to thePiesidcut that they should join against 
Shivaji, Aungier explained that a war with Sbiv.lji meant the stoppage 
of all Bombay supplies. Sidi Yakut admitted tins difficulty and in 
January 1673 letned to Surat. Though Sidi Yakut was friendly, hw 
people, ‘ with insolence characteristic of Moors in the Moghul's sor\ico/ 
burnt several of tlio houBcs which had been allotted to them in Ma/gaon. 
In May 1673 the Moghal and Sidi fleets anchoicd oil Bombay and 
required pei mission to winter (May -October) on tlio island. This 
permission Aungier accorded, neither because he was pleased to have tho 
Sidis as guests nor bccuuse he was unable to dnvo them off, but because 
to refuse the fleet shelter would he to emago tho Moghal Emperor and 
destroy English tiade at Surat. For this icason Aungier nllowed tho 
four principal Moghal frigates to ho hauled asboro under tho shelter of 
Bombay Castlo Ho refused to allow any Sidi boats to be hauled asboro 
or Vo permit any of tho crews to remain. On tho lctnrn of tho fan* 
beason (September 1G73) the Sidis came to Bombay, took away tho 
Moghal frigates, and pillaged the Jiatndgiri coasts. They returned on 
tho 18fch of October without message or warning and laid was to Pen and 
Ndgotlina. Mr. Aungier remonstrated to tho Sidi and the Govornor of 
Surat. No argumout availed and Mr. Aungier had to rostiainhis indig- 
nation from sinking tho Sidi's ships when they insolently anchoicd 
under Bombay Castle On the 24th April 1G74 driven in by a galo tho 
Sidi’s fleefc^ anchored in the harbour. They were ordored to leave and 
refused. I 1 10 m tho sca-sido thoy sent a number of rowboats up tlio 
Mdhim cieek, and, landing at Sion, drovo the pooplo out of their houses 
intending to stay till the monsoon was over. A irigato and part of tho 
Bombay garrison foiced thorn to leave. Their boats with 500 armed 
Sidis tried to land at Mazgaon hut were beaten back by tho cannon 
from tho shore. It was agreed that 300 of tho Sidi’s mon armed only 
with swords and under tho watch °f the Bombay garrison should bo on 
shore at the same time Tho Sidis conducted themselves with more 
respect tbamn them former Eojournmonts. Tboy sailed in tho beginning 
of September and returned in February distressed with evoiw want and 
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nn invitation to Sumt and ho left with all liis vessels on April 8th. In 
July all thu Sidi’s ships which hud been left in. Jrmjiia under Sidi K.ismi 
cunio to Bombay to spaic tliu piovisions of tlio Janjira garrison, bidi 
Kiioim was leccivcd with respect and took his abode at Mazgaon whi-rc 
the larger vessels rode und the smaller wetc haaled ashoru. In the 
middle of August Sidi K.ismi left to help in the defunco of Janjira. 
At tho end ot April 1C77 bull Sumb.il and Sidi Kasim came together to 
Bombay from Jnnju a. Sidi Kasun was given qnartcis near the-foit, 
apparently in tho original custom houso near tho pi er.cn t mint. Samb.il, 
who ivas ordcicd to haiid the command to K.ismi, promised from day to 
day to go to Suiatbnt loiteicd till the monsoon sot in As it a as then 
impossible to put to sea ho took up his rtsidcnco, as usual, at M.lzgaon. 
At tho beginning of tho next fair season (October 1G77) Sambal and 
Kdsim (juamdlcd lcgaiding tho terms of handing over tho command. At 
last Kasim nil'll 300 men mulched hum lus quarters near the Castlo and 
attacked S.nnbal and Lis 300 at Md/gaou. The reports of matchlocks 
and pistols apprised the Castle which detached the best of the gairi'-ou. 
with the troop ot hoiac who fell indiscriminately on both sides until they 
had quelled the not This wns not effected till threo horses of the tioop 
and Snmb.il's on n horse n ei u killed. -Many woi e w ounded and borne slain 
mostly by the sword Tho Council obliged tho two chiefs to send to tbo 
ships all their men except a few menials. A watch was also allowed, 
over the vessels hauled on the shoic. In consequence of tho Council’s 
mediation Sambal l clued. Kasim liused his flag as admiral of the two 
fleets, and lctt 'Bombay in tho beginning of Nov ember. They returned 
in lato April (1678) having tluougb the govcinoi of Surat obtained 
leave to winter m Bombay. They hauled their smnllcr vessels aslioio 
at Mdzguon and mooted tho larger ones as close to the shoio as they 
could. Many of the men made then dwelling in the town and daily 
committed violence and injuries]- on tho Gcntu inhabitants, Shivaji 
planned a scheme of crossing m boats fiom Pnnvcl and burning tbo 
Sidi's fleet. But during tbo- mo usoon enough boats were not available. 
He next asked leuvo of the Portuguese to pass to Ma/gaon tbiough 
Sdlsette and Malum. Tho Portuguese distrusted Shivaji and forty aimed 
boats drawn up in the cicek befoie Tliana made tbo attempted pussngo im- 
possible. Sidi Kisim unable to pay his men remained m Bombay bnrbonr 
till near the close of the year. In August 1G79 tbo for tit) in" of Kanliei i 
by Shivaji and m J auuar y 1680 tbo foitityiugof Hcuery by the Suli increased 
the riv airy and anxiety rogaiding Bombay bnibom. In 1G80 Sidi 
Kdsim sent some boats captured fiom thu Mai.itbas to be sold in Bombay. 
Tbo Government, who woio^tlien in negotiation with Shivaji, forbade tbo 
sale. So the Sidi passed along the south of the harbour and lavagcd Pen. 
On tho 28tk April 1GS0 Sidi Kasini sent somo of bis smallei ships to 
winter at Mdzgaon. On the stieiigth of a icccnfc pioelamation at Suiut 
which bad made Europeans liable to the hiirae customs duties as Hindus 
tbo Sidis treated tbo peojile of Mdzgaon as tboir subjects and brought 
captives from the Kuilubs to sell m tbo Mdzgaon market. On the 1th of 
May somo Sidis brought contraband goods rnto tho market winch led to 
a light. Next day (May 5tb) Srdi Kisim came into the barbour with tho 
main body of Ins fleet.. Without compliment or warning ho anchored off 
the fort. Guns wore flred on him and an agreement was concluded under 
which he was allowed to icmuin in Bombay barbour during tbo winter 
provided ho did not plunder the Kurlnb3 On the 1st of August Sidi 
Kdsim prepared to signalise a successful attack on Eeneiy by fixing 
eighty Slaiatkn- heads on poles along the Ulizgaou shoie 'llus form of 
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rejoicing the Council- interfile ted. Sidi Kasim remained at MAzgaon till 
the 22nd December when he started to plunder down tho coast. Ho 
leturncd in tlio end of April (1681) and sailed for Surat on tho 3rd 
Way leaving six gnlivats and 300 men at MAzgaon. During tho breaks 
in the monsoon the Sidi boats from Undeii at tacked several Bombay 
boats crossing for supplies to ■ the NAgothna creek. Tho Bombay 
Government appealed for rediess to Surat and the Sidis lcmaiucil 
quiet till October. Then KAsim returned with his fleet from Surat to 
Bombay harbour and setting aside his orders from Suiat, detained a 
Bombay boat tliat carried bis own pass. Sidi Kasim, says Ouno, w as 
all this while allowed to occupy tho town of MAzgaon and to make every 
use of tlio port without control, bceauso tho concern of lading the Com- 
pany’s ships at Siirnt precluded any eileotual opposition to his enormities 
which this forbearance increased. 

On the 12th April 1GS2, after guarding Janjiia fiom the MarAtliAs, Sidi 
Kasim came into Bombay harbour wheio tho English Council at Suiat, 
moic afraid of tho Moghal than of Sambhaji, bad oulctcd their admittance. 
During the snatches of fair weather in tho tarns tho Sidis and MaiAth.is 
fought at Kunhcu and at the moutli of the NAgothna creek. In a light on 
the 5th October between Sidi Kasim and Sidi Misn, who had joined the 
MaiAthAs, Sicli Kasim won and bi ought back four prizes and Sidi Misn a 
pusoner. As Sidi Misn was mortally wounded the Bombay Council allowed 
him to be landed but itfused pui mission to any one else In November 
1G82, befuie a Moglial fleet expected fioin Suiat could an ive, Sambhaji 
ordeied Ins admiral Daulat Khan to attack tho Sidis in Bombay. Tho 
militia were drawn out to resist the Manitha attack when an ambassador 
ai rived from Sambhaji explaining that Aurangzob’s fleet had oideis to take 
Bombay fiomtho English and Bassein and Daman from tho Poituguese. 
Sambhaji proposed an alliance on condition the Bombay Government 
would lofuse both the Sidi and Llie Moghal access to Bombay harbour. 
Meanwhile the Sicli knowing the aruval of the Moghuls would piove tho 
end of his harvest, plundered Pen and on the 28th November in spite of 
the Council’s expostulation biought 2u0 prisoners to MAzgaon. On the same 
day (28th November) the Moglial fleet sailed into the Itaibour without tho 
compliment of notice. They lauded 3000 trained Moors at MA/g.iou who 
boro themselves with such insolence that a sti auger would have uelieved 
the whole island belonged to them. The English, who seemed to hold 
their Castle on sufleiance, were obliged to w'ateh its gates against treachery 
and surprise. After the cold weatliei plundering cruise in March 1683 the 
Sidi and Moglial fleets l (‘turned to Bombay uml on the 20th March tho 
Moghal fleet was recalled to Surat. Tho Sidis lomamecl at MAzgaon more 
insolent than ever. In tlio MAzgaon market in May two unanned soldiers 
of the Bombay garrison were cut down by two of tho Sidi’s PatliAns. 
The Sidi sent the murdeier puvately to Surat. Tho Bombay Council 
took a strange form of cxpiessing their annoyance. In Julj a ciazy 
Councillor and a newly ainved ship captain heated with wine boarded the 
ship on which Sidi Kasim had his quarters.^ They used abusive language 
and the captain diew his sword. They wore oveipowored and sent baek 
in their boat. No sooner was he on board than tho captain fired a broadside 
into the Sidi fortunately doing little injury, except in S.urat where on learning 
tho new's the inob crowded tho streets -claiming vengeance on the English. 
Tho Sidi’s fleet, who as usual had -to wait for funds fiom Surat, did not 
leave Bombay till the end of October. On the 21st (November) the 
Moglial fleet arrived fiom Surat tq ovciawo Bombay and Sambhaji’s fleet. 
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Appendix I During tho Bombay rebellion (Decembei 1G83 to December 1G8I) tho 
Tne iiois nr strong government of Kuigwin foibade the Sidi’s gahvats to continue at 

Bomb vv Muzgaon 01 to come tlieie toi any pui pose than to gee water. In conse- 

1C72- IGo'o. quence m thu beginning of Apul I u8A they rot null to Smut. Duung 
tlni nevt cold weather, up to November when they suuendeied the foit 
and island to Sir Thomas Grantham, tho lebels without yielding to them 
kept on fair teims with tho Sidis who had lately letmned fiom Suiat 
Keigwin had to watch against suipiisc hom Samhhaji as well as from the 
Sidi, for both of them would have given much to captuie the inland. 

Between 1GS3 and 1GS3 no lefeience has been tiacud.to the Sidis m 
Bombay Early m 1089, on tho ruptuie with the Moghals, which formed 
pait of Sir John Child's ambitious scheme for mci easing the power of the 
English, boats fiom Bombay captured scveial ot the Sub's vessels which 
weie canying provisions to the Mughal army at Danda Jtajpun Of the 
result of this act of aggression the interloper Captain Hamilton has left the 
follow ing probably not unbiassed recount • When (1(139) the nows came 
to Sidi Yakut that his fleet with his provisions of com and cloth were seized 
and earned to Bombay he sent a civil letter to onr General to discharge 
his fleet protesting that as ho had not mrddlcd m the atfaiis between the 
Genei aland thu Suiateis he would continue neuter unless he was foicetl to 
do otheiwise But out Gcuetal gave him an insolent answer and the fleet 
was unladed at Bombay Sidi Yakut sent again in fair teims to desire 
the delivery of his fleet, otherwise he would be obliged to como w'ltli his 
aimy and quarter on Bombay where bis piousions weie detained. Ho 
tlueatcned that lfhis fleet was not set at liboity befoie the 11th February, 
wlnuh was near at hand, ho would cettaiuly be ou Bombay by the llth 
As ho still leceived uuciv'il answeis ho jieifoimcd his pioinise to a tittle, 
for that very night he landed at a place called Borneo (Sewn), about 
four miles distant fiom the main fort, with 20,000 men at bis back. 
Our Geneial’s secunly bad made him neglect providing for receiving 
such guests, t lusting to tho reputation ot his forces w»o were gieater . 
then than ever they had been bufoic or ever uero since that time And 
be had small ships enough, had they been stationed in proper places, 
that might ceitamly havo hmdei ed tbeSuli lauding and loiced him homo 
again. But all those necessaiy picparations weie neglected and the Sidi 
landed at midnight Tbo redoubt rvbeic be landed fired a gicat gnn 
to give the alaun and so descried then post and the Sidi took possession 
of it At ono in the morning the Castle filed tbice guns to give tho 
geneial alarm which bi ought such fear on thoso that lived sccuiely in 
their houses without the Castle that the poor ladies both white and black 
ran half naked to the fort and only earned their children with them, 
bat they weie all obliged to wait without iho wall till daylight lclieved 
them. Next morning the Sidi marched to Mazgaon, n small fort of 
foarti en guns anil about a random shot distant from tho Castle. On the 
enemy's appioach, that foit, though situ ited on a point of locks whore 
tho sea defended thrty-qnai teis of it, was also despi led in such piucipit incy 
that eight or ten chests of tieasuio which generally contain 1000 pounds 
each and four chests of new arms weie lett behind The seamen that 
weie sent in boats to bring them off,' pi offered to cany them along with 
them, but the Commanding Officer thought tho seamen not fit to bo 
trusted with money and arms and so the chests wui c left for a picsent to 
Sidi Yakut with, fourteen cannon, two mortars, and somo powder shot 
and shells Why that treasure and those aims and ammunition weie 
deposited m Mdzgaon few could account for, and the leasons why they 
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were left to tlio enemy were as wonderful. It waB plain that the old 
way of fishing in troubled waters was known at Bombay and the officer 
was ncvor called to account for his oversight, Sidi Yakut finding no 
opposition sent a party of men towai'ds Mahim to plunder the poor peasants 
and to take that fort which he thought might be deserted as the rest had 
been. Nor was he in the least out in his conjecture for the garrison had 
embarked in boats and come by sea to Bombay before they saw’ an 
enemy. The Sidi taking possession of Mazgaon hoisted his flag there 
and made it his head-quarters. The following day somo of the enemy 
appeared on the Mazgaon lulls which grieved our General's righteous soul 
to see infidels coine so near him in an hostile manner. Ho called a minion 
of his own, one Captain Peon, who was no better soldier than himself, 
and ordored him to take two companies, each containing about seventy 
men and march to those hills - and drive the enemy out of his sight. lie 
also ordered to be Pean’s lieutenant one Monro who had been a soldier 
at Tangier and received a wound in his heel that spoiled his running. 
Accordingly they marched m good order within shot of the enemy who 
showed their heads above the surface of the lull, bat did nob offer to 
advance or exposo their bodies Several gentlemen volunteers took their 
arms and accoinp.iuicd the little army. Lieutenant Monro advised the 
Captain to maioh up the hill m platoons to separate the enemy’s forces. 
The Captain took it as an affront to be advised He said to his lieutenant • 

When you have the command in your own hands yon may uso it as you 
think fit. Ai it is now entrusted to mo 1 will use it according to my 
own mind. So he ordered his men to spread as much as they could and 
when they saw the onci iy open m the plain to discharge all at once 
amongst them which he said would terrify them. Monro opposed Pesn’s 
schcmo and told him of tho danger he would bring himself and them 
into, if tho enemy should attack them whilst their arms were reloading. 
Nothing could dissuade Pean from lus project and so ho commanded lus 
men to tiro as he directed. The Sidis being ten to one in numbeis and 
better runners than our men, and also bettor acquainted with close 
fighting with sword and target, took hold of the opportunity aud advanced 
with all their speed. This the Captain porceivmg betook himself to lus 
liccls and was tho foremost man to tho Portuguese church where he took 
courage to look behind him to see what was become of his meu. Poor 
Monro thinking to stop the enemy's career by a part of the v>mg that he 
commanded, found himself deserted by all hut thirteen or fourteen stout 
fellows who were soon suriounded by the enemy aud cut to pieces. Pean 
had not stopt at the Portuguese chuich had ho nob found a party of 
100 men that lay there ready to support or receive him as his case should 
require. Ho w as a fellow as well made for running as any lever saw 
aud was so much in tho General’s favour that he had not so much as a 
lcpnmand for his cowaidice and misbehaviour. This relation I had from 
a gentleman volunteer who kept always near tho Captain while he could 
keep paeo with. lnm. And now the Sidi being mastoi'of the whole island 
except tho Castle and about half a mile to the southward of tho Castle, 
ho raised batteiics on Dongri hill which overlooked the fort wall iind 
disturbed the garrison very much. Then the Sidi put four gieat guns 
in the custom house commonly called tho India IIousc and raised a 
battery at the Moody’s house within 200 paces of tho Port, and another 
m the Lady's house that the General had lieon so unkind to, so that it 
was dangerous to go one or m at tho Castle gate till wc got up an half 
moon before it. All men were then pi essed into the Company's sfcr vice, 
and I amongst the lest. Wc parsed tho mouths fiorn April to September 
a JSS-bo 
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\ ory ill, for pi ovisions grew .scarce by the addition of .'S000 Shivdjis tliat 
wero employed ad auxilianes in the military service of the Company. 
When tlio winter months weio otet, at Sepleinbei mu went to *-ca with 
our small ships to ciuuo on the Moghul's subjects and bad pretty good 
succc >s. 

Tbo ill snccess wo had aslioio with tbo enemy made our General sick. 
In December liu despatched two factors to the Mughal’s court with a 
Surat ineichant called Mir Mczamic. In January General Child dud 
winch much facilitated the Amlnasudor’s affaiia at the Moglial couit 
Wliilo anew' cbartoi was picpariug, the Subs wire ordered to forbear 
Inutilities and as tlio English had the same oideia, frequent visits passed 
between tlio SkIm and the Emopeans. When thu -phiiuian was ready 
and tho required security gnuti, btdi Yakut lett Bombay the 3th June 
1GU0. Hut ho left behind linn a pestilence wlueli m four mouths' time 
dcstioycd more men than the war had done and loi joy made a malicious 
Loathe of his head- quart oid, Mazgaon Foit 1 


1 Hamilton s Mew Account of the Dart ladies (till), 1. '-’JO 2J1 
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' HARBOUR, DOCKS, SHIPS, AND LIGHT-HOUSES. 


Aftkis its transfer to tho English tlio earliest available reference to 
Bombay Harbour is by the Dutch traveller Baldmus, who, in 1CGG, 
dcscubes it as a fine large port where one can he safe from all winds. 
TLe depth he gives as six. fathoms at high water and four fathoms at low 
water. 1 

In 1668 in tho first despatch after the transfer of the island to tbo 
Honourable Company, orders woro issued for making a harbour with 
docks, and for stationing at Bombay an armed vessel of about ISO tons 
for tho protection of tho island and of its trade. 2 

In January 1673 the French traveller Dellon wrote : At tho entrance 
of the port of Bombay lies a rock which stretching a milo deep into tho 
sea makes this passage very dangerous. For this reason we sent for 
some pilots who took us safely on tbo 12th into that harbour which is 
one of the safest m the world provided you are well acquainted with tho 
situation of the place to avoid tho rocks. 3 

In 1750 Grose (Voyage, I. 29) writes : Bombay harbour is spacious 
enough to contain any number of ships. It has excellent anchoring 
ground. And by its circular position, can aftord them a land-locked 
shelter against any winds to which the mouth of it is exposed. It is 
also admirably situated for a centre of dominion and commerce, with 
respect to the Malab.lv Coast, the Gulf of Persia, tho Bed Sea and tbo 
whole trade of tbat side of the Great Indian Peninsula and northern parts 
adjoining to it, to the Government of which PieBidency they aTc vory 
properly subordinated. 

^ Betweon 1766 and 1770 Forbes (Oriental Memoirs, I. 21-22) writes : 
The liarbour is one of the finest in tbo world, accessible at all seasons and 
affording a salo anchorage during tho tempestuous monsoons, The 
merchants carry on a trade with all piiucipal sea ports and interior cities 
of tlio peninsula of India and extend their commerce to the Persian and 
Aiabian Gulfs, the Coast of Africa, Malacca, China, and tho eastern 
islands. Again, he says (Or. Mem I. 151-152) Bombay harbour is 
large and sccuic from the storms and hurricanes which are very frequent 
and destiuctivo at Sur.it bar and ou tho Malabar Coast 

About 1775 Parsons (Travels in', Asia and America, 214-215) writes: 
Bombay was first called so by the Portuguese, "literally in Eughsh, Good 
Bay, wluch it ism all respects, bomg so", very capacious as to be capable of 
receiving any number of ships of any size or .draft "of water with room 
sufficient to moor clear of each other in safety 
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51G BOMBAY TOWN 

In 17SG-87 Franckhn (Pinkerton’s Voyages, IX. *232) speaks of Bombay 
as a splendid haibour 

Fiom their fiisfc connection with the island the wide ran^o of its tides 
impressed the English with the suitableness of Bombay liai hour as a 
place for Docks. In August and September 1068, despatches fioin tho 
Court of Duectois in London and from Governor Gerald Aungier m 
Bombay crossed each other, enforcing the advantages of a mole and (By 
dock for Bombay. 1 

In 1G70, tho Conrt of Diicctors ordcied the making of docks and sent 
to Bombay Warwick Pett, one of the Petfc family of famous ship- 
builders, to constiuct two vessels for tlie defence of the rsland and 
to instruct the natives in the art of sbip-bmlding Nothing seems to 
have come of this fiist attempt 

In 1G8G the distinguished sailor Sir John Wyhoine, Deputy Got et nor 
of Bombay, suggested the building of a dry dock . All ships, he mites, 
in these seas w hen they knot/ of a dock where they can lie securely 
will come to clean and repair. Had there been n dock the ship Ffnlcoii 
bad not left her bones heie. We can only say it will bo a necessary 
profitable work wben done. 

In their Bombay despatch for 1G89-90 the Conrt of Directors ordeied 
the Honourable Bartholomew Hams, Governor of Bombay (1690 -lb91), 
to complete a dry dock in Bombay, that it might bccomo a safe reticat 
to English shipping Large quantities of iron wot k weie sent for building 
and lepaning vessels. But in those the darkest of dark cnd-of-centuiy 
days no tli mg was done. 

Between 1701 and 17 07, under Sir Nicholas Waite, tho ‘wretched 
aiiaiigciuents ’ hitherto deemed sufEcieut for repairing ships aie said to 
have been somewhat improved. 

In 1735, with the help of Mr. Dudley Master Attendant, and of 
Lavp Nasarvanji the famous Put A Shipbuilder oi Wadia fioin Suiat, 
Government staited a slnp-b adding yaid nt Bornbiy. 

Till 17-18 tho only dry dock was a mud basin in and out of which the 
tide Honed at will. This mud basin was probably pietty near the oentie 
of the present Government Dockyard. On the 3rd Jannaiy 1748, when 
tlie Honourable William Wake was Governor, the following resolution 
was recorded . Consideung that a diy dock at this place capablo of 
lereivmg a ship of 50 guns (that is of about 500 tons) would bo 
eatiemely useful for cleaning oi repairing ships belonging to the Honour- 
able Company or to privatu traders, and thereby bung many advantages 
to the island, particularly in respect to trade and most branches of the 
levcnuc, the charge of which by computation would not exceed Its 3000, 
and which would be soon rcirabuised by collecting a duty (not yet agreed 
upon) on all ships thut make use of it Of all which the Board being 
very sensible, and likewiso well assured tbeic are many puvatc peisons 
who would g.adly take it on themselves for the advantage, it is agieed 
that tho same be undei taken on the Honourable Company s account, 
bonowing money of tho Bank for the amount for which a distinct head 
is to he kept on tho General Books. Directed, therefore, that sueh 


1 In ll)G3 Clues notices (Ann via, IT 22G) The first despatch after the transfa i of 
Bomhsj to thu Company coutwm d urduis for making a li irliour * ith dock* Jii 
same jtar 1GGS (m another place, page 211b he adds A mole and dry does are 
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timber and planks as may be wanted for tlio gates of tko dock bo indented 
for to Tollicherry. 

Apparently tlio sito of the mud basin was chosen for tho new dock. 
The work was pushed so briskly that on the 3rd oi «f uly 1 1 50 this entry 
appeals The dry dock oidcrcd to bo set about at the Presidency 
being finished, tho rates to bo paid for all ships and vessels that go into 
it ate now settled, namely its. 150 for tho fust spring and Its. 100 for 
every spring they remain m afterwards. 

On the 23rd January 1751, when tho Honourable R. Bourcbier was 
Governor, it was -judged if tbe heads of tho dry dock wero carried a 
little further out, it would not only be moio commodious, but by means 
of the tides carrying off the liltli which at present settles in it, and as 
the came may he done for a small expense, it is agreed that it be set 
about and finished as speedily as possible. This 1 750 dock is tho Upper 
Old Bombay Dock, 209 feet long 47 foot broad and 15 feet deep. It 
forms tbe inmost or Avcstmost section of the southern of the two lines of 
docks which he parallel to each other, about north-oast and south-west 
near the centre of tbe Government Dockyuid. 

This Dock proved so great a success that in 1754 tho Superintendent 
of Mamie suggested the building of a second dock outsulo of and in the 
same line as the 1750 dock. In 1756, while tho woik waB in pi ogress. 
Captain Peareo of the ship Edyecolc , asked that tho dam in frout of tlio 
dock might be biokcn and his ship bo allowed to pass in. On Captain 
Pcarco agreeing to pay the expenses of pulling down tho dam and any 
extraordinary expenso Government might bo put to for want thereof 
till tho dock gates were fixed, his ship was allowed to enter. Captain 
Pearce’s bill, which ho afterwards tried to repudiate, was Its. 681-1-09. 1 

Iu 1702, on the 10th and 11th June, Admiral Cornish wrote from 
Tnnconialee urging tlio completion of tho outer dock before the return of 
the squadron. The duck was of the utmost jeonsequenco. It was the only 
means ot preserving the two capital ships of the squadron. On tho 21st 
July 1762 the Honourable Charles Crommclin being Governor, tho Board 
resolved : ‘ The outer dock has beon carrying on as fast as tho tides 
. would admit of working upon ever sinco the Admiral recommended its 
being completed and not a moment’s time will be lost jn finishing it.’ 
This dock, which seems to have been complctod before tho close of 1762, 
and still shows signs of somowhat rough and hurried workmanship, is 
the Middle Old Bombay dock, 183 iect long 51 broad and 20 deep. 
The cost of this dock is said to liavo beon Ks. 12,000. Outside of this 
second dock and in the same lino a third dock seems to have been 
almost at once started. 

On tbe 23rd July 17C5, when tlie Honourable Charles Crommclin was 
Governor, the following entiy of rare cheerfulness oceuis • * Our tieasury 
being now pietty strong and tbe third dry dock nearly completed, tho 
same is ordered to be continued and finished as soon as possible.’ This 
is the Lower Old Bombay Dock, 250 feet long 51 broad'iind 20 deep. 

For tho next forty years this lino of three docks, one within the other, 
was the boast of Bombay and the wonder of travellers. Even tho singlo 
original dock astonished Groso in 1750 and Ives in 1751. In 1763 
bofoie the third dock was finished, the German traveller Niebuhr wrote : 
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Appendix II. 1 Among the large number of good arrangements made by the English' 

Docks in Bombay for tiade and shipping the dock is much tho most considerable 

17 Co-1812. and important Tho work is paitly loek-ent pai tly ont-stone Tun 
ships can bo careened at a tnno and a thud basin is preparing Tho woik 
though costly bungs a cnnsidei.iblc return. Strangeis pay vciy dear fm 
libeiLy to caieen in these basin 3. When I was m Bombay 1 saw a ship 
of war bclougiug to tho Imam of Sana which he had sent to Bombay 
solely on purpose to he icfitted.’ In August 1775 the traveller Pinsons 
wiote * At Bombay theie is a dockyard laige and well coutiivcd with 
all kind of naval stoics deposited m piopcr warehouses, together with 
gieat quantities of timber and planks fonepainng and building ships and 
foiges for making of anchois as well as every laud of smaller smith’s, 
woik. Bombay boasts such a diy dock as pei haps is not to be scon in 
any pait of Euiopc, either for sue or convenient station. It has tlnce 
divisions and tlucc pairs of strong gates so as to bo capable of 
receiving and lopainng tlnce ships of the line at one time as the outer- 
most ship can waip out and nnothcr be admitted m her place eveiy 
spungtidu without any ir.toirnpfcion of the woik doing to the second 
and lnneimnst ships , or both the onteimost and the second ship can go 
out and two others be received iu their places without hindianco to the 
woikmen employed on. the thud or mnei most ship * In 3 776 Foibes 
mentions the three excellent docks In 178U-87 Eianeklm (Pmkei ton’s 
Voyages, IX 236) speaks of Bombay's splendid liaiboui and excellent 
docks in which His Majesty’s ships w r oro repaued lefittod and equipped 
And in tho beginning of tho piesent century tho doolcs aio described as 
‘ scmcelv equalled for sizo or convcnionec ’ So popular were the docks 
that it had been found possible to raise the original modest Rs 150 and 
Rs 100 to Rs 150 and Rs 3o0 in the case of English and to Its GOO and 
Rs 500 in tho case of ioioign ships In 1312 Hall (Voyages and 
Tinvels, III 192) found Bombay tho only placu with docks laige euough 
fill 1 the I Until ious 

1782. In Juno 1783 when the Honouialilo William Hornby was Gorei nor, 

the Admual asked that either now docks should be made or the old 
docks should be changed The Boaid decided tb.it the old docks could 
not be changed They thought as the i iso and fall of the tide was gi eater 
them than in tho Dockyard, Butelioi’s Island was the best place for a 
diy duck Plans and estimates weio called lor and submitted mNovem- 
bei 1782. 

ISOt-lSOG. No fuithci action seems to huso been taken, till, in August 1801, at 

tho icqucst of His Majesty’s Ministers tho Conit of Ducctois niged tlio 
Bombay Goiornment to .mange tor tho construction of a 7-1-guu m.ni- 
uf-wni. Col.iba and Butcher’s Island weio examined for sites lor a dock 
suitable for the construction of a 71-gnn ship On the 27th March 1805 
Ills Excellency Admual Sir Edward Pellew decided that the only piopor 
spot was in the dockyaid parallel to tho old dock Tendcis weio issued 
on 1st May 1805 Iu June 1S05 tbo’tioveinor the Honourable Jonathan 
Duncan decided that the dock should- I>o begun and a conti act enteied 
into with ono Mulji Naianji for Rl. 1,20,811. Iu July this decision was 
reviewed with the result that instead of giving it to contract, tho building 
of the dock was entrusted to Captain-Lieutenant Cro/!ier of tho Engineers, 
who, ‘with the utmost regard to substantial strength and future national 
utility, w as to make a point of honour of keeping within tho estimate ’ On 
the 30th September the Maiiue Board urged that tho pi oposed dock should 
be oxleudud f either seaward to givc.ioom for nnothci dock capable of 
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lccciving a ship of the lino of the largest class that could bo expected in 
thohe seas. The Marine Board urged that if ft second dock was not 
built the cost of keeping clear the passage into the fust dock would bo 
Rs. 1800 a year. Tlioy urged the extension from motives of economy 
as one dam would do for both The cost of tho additional dock would not 
bo moro than Its. 4-0,001). This suggestion was adopted (1th October 
1805), and the construction of a second dock was sanctioned. On tho 
8th April 18UG the Superintendent of Marino delivered a letter f tom 
Captain-Lieutenant Crozier saying tho cost of botli docks would be much 
more than tho estimated Rs 1,(39,811. The cost of both docks would 
ho Rs. 2,50,000 or Rs. 10,000 less if the upper dock was finished in tlio 
rough and not with cut-stono It was also stated that watei made its 
way into tho dock under tho north wall. This l oporb was so niia.it is- 
factory that in May 1800 Colonel Atkins was called from Malabar and 
Captain Cowper iiom Suiab and a committee was appointed to 
examino the dock. The committee’s opinion wa3 most untavouiablo. 
They considered the docks planned on a wrong principle and 
executed m an improper manner. In consequence of this opinion on 
the 4th of Juno Captain Cowper was placed in charge of tho woik. 
He reported that to complete tlie two docks would cost Rs. 2,79,457, 
and that tho work already done at a cost of Rs. 90,000 was an 
obstacle and should bo removed. During tlio lains tho work 
rcinauicd at a stand. In Soplembor Captain Cowper was ordered to 
proceed with the Upper or Building Dock with durable construction. 
Captain Cowper was to perform the work ‘upon honour’ without 
proceeding furthor on tho original design until the first and most urgent 
portion of the work,' that is tho Upper or Building Dock, was completed. 
On tho 23rd September the Honourable Board reconsidered the question 
of the Lower or Repairing Duck. As opinions wore divided, it was 
arranged that progress with tho second dock should be stayed till the 
‘views of the Honourable Court of Directors weio ascertained. 

Captain Cowpor began work under circumstances of special difficulty 
His first step was to- enclose* the whole of Captain Crozier’s masonry 
wuth a coifer-dara, 10 tho summit of which at high water spring-tides 
tho sea noarly approached. Before ho could lay a stone m execution of 
hvs own plan Captain Cowpor had to rornovo every particle of Captain 
Grozicr’a masonry. The two loading features of Captain Cowper’ s plan 
wore the genoraluse of vaulted arches and buttressos m constructin'"- tlio 
piers, and tlio system of rahbetting every stone in the exterior and interior 
burface oh the dock. By this rabbettiug all chinks and cracks woi e avoided , 
and the dock walls wcio as impervious as if liown out of tho hviu<>- 
lock. "* 

In January 1807 Captain Cowper had cleared all Captain Ciozicr’s 
‘ obstacles * and began the now work. Ho had four great difficulties to 
face • tho want of trained workmen,; interruption from springs, which 
required constant attention at alf"honrs to repress and ultimately to 
confino , tho extensivo bod of rock stretching from tho upper dock to the 
mouth of the outer dock so solid and hard, that it had to lie lomoved by 
mining , when his cutting reached bolow tho level of tho old docks, water 
oozed through tho old walls* -and a considerable part fell. Captain 
Cowper made his new walls support tho tottering fabric of tile old 
dock, which otherwise must havo given way. 

On the 28th November 1807 the-Upper or Building section of tho now 
dock was reported icady for the reception of tho keel of tho 74. Tho 
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Appendix II. President Dock Committee would have ordeicd the keel to be immediately 
Docks laid But the builder Jamsodji Bamanji being anxious to choose ’a 

1807. ' fortunate day for that purpose and the astiologers having lived on Friday 

no\l, Mr Money assented to Jamsodji's pioposal. The Honourable 
Boaid prefened the old English lucky d.iy to the astrologei’s luoky 
day The Bombay Couriet of 2Cth December announced that the new 
dock was forwaid enough to admit the laving of the keel of tbo neiv 
71, and that the cciemony of the Silver Nail had been fixed foi Now 
Year’s Day. The Com m of 2ml January 1808 lias this paiagi.tph 
‘ While this papei is going to pioss, a Royal Salute is filing as a signal 
that the Sihei Nail has been duven m aud united the stem and keel of 
ibo new 74. May,’ adds the loyal editor, ‘the ever-during Indian teak, 
under the auspices of our gallant tars, u\ ,il the glones of tlie British 
oak.’ A note m the Annual Register for 18uS shows that the numo of 
tho now 7 1 was Miiulen , that her Silver Nail vvas driven by the Governor , 
and that m tho Governor’s lionoui the dock was called Duncan’s Dock 
On the west end of the dock on a blackened slab, about eight feet below 
tho pier level, these vvoids arc caned . Tin-. dock vvas executed during the 
Government of the Honourable Jonathan Duncan Esquire by Captain 
William Cow pox of Engineers, 1807. 

Tho Upper Duncan Dock is 280 feet long 03 broad and 23 deep. Tlio 
sides aic of fane out stone. Tho bottom is paitly masonry partly iock. 

1S10. The answer of the Honourable Boaid of Dirceiois to tbo lcfcronce 

regarding the outer or lepumng new dock lias not been tiaced. Wh.it 
itj puipoit vvas is beyond doubt At all cost tbo outer or lopamng dock 
must be t>i eased on On the 20th July 1810 the Dock Committee 
addressed tho Government stating that as the 'magnificent and impoi tant 
vvoik’ of the new docks was completed, they laid before tlie Hououiablo 
Boaid tho peculiar aud eminent merits of Captain Cow per, who planned 
and executed the gieat undertaking. All who visited tlie Presidency 
coiiaideied the now docks an umivalled monument of piofcssionnl skill 
aud public utility. The committee pleaded for a special lowaid to" Captain 
Cowper. The Honourable Board lefeucd tho question oi special rewind 
to the Honourable Court of Dituctors. Tho Lower Duncan Dock is 24tj 
feet long 63 6 broad and 23 deep. That is the total length ot tho two 
docks is 532 feet. In 1811 before all Ibo dock fittings vveio completed a 
fui tlier sum of Bs 20,000 bad to be spent. Tho total cost of the Upper 
and Lowci Duncan Docks was thciefoic n. 

Spent by Captain Croaiei r.itliout return . . . . 90,000 

Captam Cow per'a detailed estimate . .. 2,51,03-J 

Add for fittings and finibhings . 20,000 

Total . 3,01,032 

1810- 1849 Since 1810, according to Maclean’s Guide to Bombay (page 239), two 
additions bave been made to tbo Upp"r Duncan Dock, 30 iect m 1845 and 
40 more in 18 19. According to tlio Monthly Miscellany (page 209) both 
tho Bombay and Dnncan Docks wore extended under the superintendence 
of Captain Sir Robert Oliver in 1845 Theic is some confusion in theso 
statements. Tho lecords show that m 1$41 the Bombay Government 
proposed to widen the entianco to the Lower or fltern Duncau Dock to 
6- feet, a.nd make culverts and sluices and cut a gioovo m tho dock wall? 
for a halt depth caisson to keep fourteen feet of water in tho Upper 
Duncan Dock. Tho estimated cost of these improvements was . widening 
its. CO, 3 jo, caisson Its. 13,000, total Ks. 73,355. The Comt; of Directors 
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approved these proposals. Afterwards in 1843-44 it was arranged to 
widen the Upper Dnncan Dock and fit both upper and lower docks with 
full depth caissons The revised estimate was : widening Rs. 38,093, fall 
depth ceiason Rs 43,00n, toial Rs. 76,698. These changes were approved 
and the work was pressed on On the 3rd July 1817, the improvements 
u ei c complete and the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steam vessel 
Biaymisu was hauled m fur urgent repairs. The gates .md ports-locks 
worked very satisfactory and woie highly creditable to Captain Estndge. 
The cost pioied Rs. 27,314 more than the estimate, that is a total charge 
of Rs. 1,04,042 for the improvements This raises the grand total outlay 
on tlic Upper and Lower Duncan Docks as they now stand to Rs. 1,6S,094. 
The Honourable Court of Directors were gratified with the manner in 
which the repairs had been carried out. They considered tlic result highly 
creditable to the professional talent and assiduity of Captain Estridge. 

Besides the five dry docks in the Government Dockyard there are three 
dry docks at Mazgaon Of the three Mazgaon Docks, Mr. Uloth, 
Supeiintendent, Peninsular and Oucntal Company, and All*. Turner, 
Agent to the British Indian Company, have kindly supplied tlie following 
details : The three Mazgaon Dociis arc the P. and 0. small dock, the 
British India Company’s dock, and the P. and 0 Ritchie dock. Of the 
threo tlie P. and 0. small dock is the oldest. It seems to be the 
same as the Mud Dock at Mazgaon which a committee appointed to fix 
a new situ for the Powder Works describe (lfitli January 1707) as 
to the south of the best site for tlic Powder Mills and which is referred to 
in a Consultation of the 30th January 1776 as ground for a marine yard 
at Mazgaon Dock. 1 Hamilton (Gazetteer, page 562) about 1810 
mentions at Mazgaon a good dock for small vessels. In 1827 m n 
correspondence regarding proposals for enlarging and improving tlie 
Mazgaon Dockyard, reference is made to the basins near the dockyard. 
In 1839 when it had been m a ruinous state for many yeais, this dock 
was handed to the P. and O. Company, in whose possession and use it 
has since remained. 

The next in age is the British India Dock, 3P5 feet long 45 broad and 
23 deep, and supposed to have cost about Rs. 5,00,000, This dock is on 
the sito of the British outwork, which in 1082 was seized by Yakut 
Kluln the Sidi of Janjtra, aud held by him for nearly a year. The dock 
was built about 1845 by Aga Muhammad Rahim Shirazi, a rich Persian 
met chant. The P. and O. Company became tenants of this dock in 1846, 
and discontinued its use in 3870, Since 1870 this dock has been leased 
by the British India Company from its owner Sultan Nawaz Jang, a 
Haidarabad nobleman. 

The third Mazgaon Dock was built by the P. and O Company between 
1S59 and 1SC7. It is named the Ritchie Dock in honour of Mr. John 
Ritcluo, the Supeiintendent the Company, when the dock was 
completed. The first vessel placed in the Ritchie dock was the P. and O. 
Company’s steamer Rangoon, gioss tonnage 1776, drawing 15 feet. The 
original lengtli of the dock was 390 feet. It has been twice lengthened, 
the second time in 1890, up to 49,1 feet. The largest of the Company’s 
fleet Oceana, G362 tons gioss, has since been docked. _ 

After the Ritchie dock, between 1869 and 1872, the Hog Island 
Hydraulic Lift was completed at a cost of about Rs. 3,00,000. This lift 


1 1’ub. Dairy 18 of 1767, 13: * Tub. Diary 69 of 177G, 33 

n 1S3 — G6 
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was available for v csxels up to .'000 tons, and bad 21 feet of water on tbo 
LIoJ: at sprint' tides. Tins lift proved a failure pi rtly on account of its 
ilistniiLu fiom Bombay, partly because of tho risk of btrain to the vi'-id 
lifted. After being under Uie management of the P. and O. Company 
foi buici.il reals it censed to bo used and is now broken Up. 

Tn 1023, nlii'n Danes with tbo Dutch attacked Bombay they found 
two ueiv frig.iUb not yet from the stocks nor fully ended. 1 

About twelsc ycira later (1035), under a coni cation between tbo 
Poitugne.su and English, pinnacca wore built for the English at Bossein. 3 

In ICtH, tbo lliat despatch after the transfer of the island to tlio 
Company, contained llio piovision that an armed vessel of 180 tons should 
bo stationed in Bombay to guard the island. 3 

In the .*■ imc year three small armed \ easels were built unil Warwick 
rttt was sent to Bombay to teach ship-building. 1 

About 1750 Groso gives the following details of tbo Bombay Marine: 
Tim Bombay mni iuc is chiefly dii ectcd against Angri.i. The English 
liul gallics built in England of the mod beautiful models that can 
bo imagined cairying abont 18 or 20 guns, provided with oars of 
special sci vice in a calm. AUoafc.v grabs, vessels of mnch the same 
burden, built in the country on the model of Angria’s grabs with prows 
which seem best suited for carrying chase guns. The schonie of Angri.i’s 
gunnel y nan chiefly to get into the waku of their enemy and rake him 
foie and aft. A kind of quartermaster conducts the a easel till he 
brings the masts of his chaso into one, at which instant be giv es the 
word foi firing and commonly does the greatest execution in the 
ngging after which they have the easier market of the vessel thus 
disabled. Other wise Angria’s grabs are too slightly built to lay 
alongside of any ship of the least weight of metal. Their great stress lies 
on those pro.v guns w Inch they manage to special advantage in a calm 
having aimed boats to ton them astern of thu vessel they attack w Inch 
for want of wind cannot avoid them. 

Of these aimed boats called ijiiliiula the Company maintains also n 
competent nnmbcr for tbo sen ice of their marine, being not only of uso 
to oppoco them to tbo enemy but for pursuit or expeditions in shoal 
water. For further strengthening of the naval force in thoso parts the 
Company occasionally stations .,t Bombay some larger built ships from 
Euiopc, which for their supenor weight of nict.il and gieate-r difficulty 
of boarding, especially in deep water, with anything of a commanding 
gale, havo nothing to fear from those slight vessels, thongh in a calm they 
might gall and plague them sufficiently. All these vessels that formed 
the military marine of Bombay were chiefly manned with English or 
Enropenn dcscrteis from other nations and according to the exigency 
reinfoiccd with detachments of soldicis fiom tho land forces to serve m 
the natnre of marines. 

These vessels wcic to gnnul the navigation of thoso seas and convoy 
the trade. They wcic also employed on such collateral services as pro- 
tecting the interest of tho Company or vindicating its honour where 
requisite within tho bonnils of that Presidency’s jurisdiction ns in tbo 
Red Sea, the Gulf of Persia, and the Bar of Stunt. Towards definymg 


1 Bmlwooil’d Old India Office Records, 213 - Brace's Annals, I. 331, 

1 Bruce’s Annals, II 22G. * Biuce’s Annals, II. 211. 
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the charges of this marine, tho Company lequfrctl of all ilic trading 1 
vessels, those of the other -European nations excepted, to take the parses 
of the Bombay Government, lor which they panl so small a consideration 
that l never licaid the least murmuring ; tho mciohants being duly 
sensible not only of the bonofifc their trade received fi'em the English 
protection, but that this contribution was far short of the cost of it 1 

The first Bombay boat builders weie tho P-irsi family of Lauji or 
'Wadia from Surat. Except in so far as it was modified by English 
influence Bombay ship-building was tho same as Surat ship-building. 
Of Surat ship-budding Grose writes : At Suiat they excelled in ship- 
building. If their models were as fine us English models they would be 
the best ships in the world for duration. They build to 1000 tons and 
upwards. But their naval architecture has something clumsy unfinished 
and inartistic. Surat ships last much longer than European ships, even 
a century, because they arc so solidly built, tbo planks in their bottoms 
and sides being lot into one another in the nature of rabbet work. The 
knees arc natural shape not warped or forced by fire. Teak as good us 
oak, and bottoms rubbed with wood- oil, keep pliiuks from decay. They 
do not lannch their ships, but dig canals from the water to the stocks or 
what they call cradles. 

Surat is not the only place by many in India wheie ships arc built but 
none as yet are compaiable to them. The masting generally used m the 
country ships aio poboon masts chiefly fiom the Malab.tr coast. But 
for the cordage what is worth anything must come from Europe. 
Their coir ropes, made of tho fibres of cocoanut husks, mo-, for cither 
running or standing rigging, moie harsh und untmctablo than what w 
produced from hemp. I have seen veiy sei viceablo and large coir cables 
which in opposition to tho Euiopcan ones last much longer in saltwater, 
flush being apt to rot them. Their anchors are mostly European, our 
irou being much better and better worked. As to sails they aro very well 
supplied by the country manufactuie of cotton into a sail cloth called 
dang) i which though not so strong or lasting ns canvas, Holland’s duck, 

- or vitry, is while m use more pliant and less apt to split than they aro. 
For pitch they have tho gum of a tree which is called dammar not at all 
iufenor to the other." 

Their navigators are very indifferent artists. Formerly they used to 
get Europdans to command their ships. Lately they make a shift to do 
without them having trained up to it somo of tho natives who may just 
servo in thoso parts wheto they seldom pnt to sea but m'tho fair season, 
and where consequently they rarely meet witb-storms to try thoir skill. 
Their common sailois aie rather better in thoir class though wanting in 
the vigour expertness and patience of fatigue of Europeans. Sometimes 
they come to England where they arc miserable objects of chanty. 3 

About the same time, 1750, Grose thus describes Angna’s Fleet: His 
fleet consisted of grabs aud galivats vessels peculiar to that coast. Grabs 
arc of two classes, two-masters up to- 150 tous and threo-masters about 
300 tons burthen.' They aro broad in proportion to their length and 
draw little water. They narrow from the middle forward where instead 
of bows they have the prow 1 of a Mediterranean galloy covered with 


tJ 

1 Groho’s Voyage, I._‘L2 -13. • Grose’s Voyage, 1, 107 - 100, 

s Uroso’b Vpyagc, 1. 109-110. 
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a slrong deck luvcl with tlic inaiu ill ck of the vessel and .-c-paiated from 
it by a bulk-head. As the grab pitches violently w hen sailing against a 
beul sea the prow Milts ,uc open so that the water passes easily olF. On 
the main ilctk under the foi Least le are mounted tAo pieces of cannuixof 
nine or twelve |>ouinlc*r» pointing fmu.iid thiough port-holes ml in tho 
liulk-hi ill and bring user the piov t . The cannon on iLu broadside me 
Jimii sis. to nino ]hjihrIlis. UiJnats are huge rowboats built likugiabs 
but hiimllcii seldom user pevewily tons. They base two masts a slight 
ini/eimiast and a strong niiiiniiust beating a huge triangular sail 
Folly or fitly stout o.ira mu send ilictu at a late of four miles an hunt. 
Some huge galnala have lived decks on wlnth thij mount fioin siv 
to eight pieces of cannon from two to foui poumlei-i Gabvats aiv 
gcneially covered with spar decks uiado of split LoinLoio ciuiying only 
jictteraiucs lived oil swivels ill the gunnel of the vii«aol._ 

When lie meant to attack largu and strong v c-'lIs Angri.v gathered a 
licet of eight or ten grabs aiul foity to fifty galivals crowded with men 
anil laid in wait hi sonic pent or bay. When a huge vessel came m sight 
lliu buats slipped their i allies and put to sLa. If tlieie w is a bree/is tiny 
ov ci look the cli iso for they were fust sailers, if it wms e dm the galivatn 
woikul their oars ami tow lO out the gi.ibs When within gunshot of 
the chasu they gatheied behind her and the grails waiting till the tluee 
masts ot tho vessel vveie m lino fntil their plow gnus If the clmse was 
ilismasted they came neater and liuKoied her on all sides till she sliuek. 

It the dcfciiLu was stuidy a number ol gabvats with two or three 
bundled men m each siuiouudcd the ship and boaided her on all sales 
swoid in hand 1 

Of Bombay ships between 176G and 1770 Forbes (Or. Mem. 1. 151-151) 
writes* Neai tliolmiboiii wcie three excellent docks and a spacious marine 
yaul amply supplied with ntiViil stores of every dese upturn, lleic* they 
build vessels of all si/e-s, fioni n ship of the line to the smallest gtabs and 
gabvats employed in the Company’s set vice. Tho timber used is ehielly 
tenk, the most valuable* of tho oucntal loiest woods ami nioic ilm able 
than the oak. Tho mastei-builileis and shipwrights of the Paisi tube 
sue vciy skilful anil cv.vct umUtois of the Lest models, fiom Em ope - 


1 lini-o’a Voy age, II 31 i - 21 1 

~ Regarding tho Ir vile of Uuinl ay (17Gb - 1770) T*orber (Or Mem I 153- 131) adds 
Bombvy .vos then one of the (iTat marls in India mil employed a gn it number ot 
ves-cls m its evtensive commerce Bosn, Jla-kat, Ormuz, nul other ports in llic 
Persian gulf furnished its merchants with peirls, raw silk, Cannama wool, d lies, 
dncil fimts, ro-evvater, allur of roses, ami sei oral other productions Anbia sup- 
plied them with codec, (told, drugs, and honey. A number of ships anuuilly freight- 
ed with cotton and bullion to China returned ltden with tea, ‘og ir, purcel un, 
w rouglit silks, nankeens, nnd a v ariuty of iv-efnl ami ornamental articles Prom Jav i, 
Malacca, Sumatra, and the e istera islands they* brought spices, amliergris, perfume.-, 
arruk, and sugar The cargoes from 31 idagascar,_ the Comorro I-Ies, Mo-auibiipie, 
mil other ports on the eastern co,isc of Afnca consisted chictly of ivory slaves mil 
drugs , while the dillorcnt parts of India produced cotton, silk, muslin, pearls, dia- 
monds anil every precious gem, together w Uli ivory, sandalwood, pepper, cassia, 
cinnamon, anil other luviirics This valuable commerce was carried on by vc-sels 
belonging to the Europe in and nitric ipcrchmts settled at ISoiubay tut illy inde- 
pendent anil uneoiineetcd with the trule of the Past India Company. The exports 
consisted of Euglish woollen eloths of every description, with Lopptr iron Icid 
nnd olhei Euiopoan staples purcli lscil 'at tho Company s sties by the native 
merchants both at Bombay and Irom the continent A great de vl of cotton imported 
in boats from burnt, broach, Ahmcilnbail, and Jnmbusar, w is skipped ill Inigo V, 
vessels at Bombay for Madras, Bengal, and China, The Portuguese from Oo.v j 
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About 177!) the traiellor Parsons loft these notes regarding Bombay 
ships • Near the dock is a convenient place to grave sovcial ships at once 
which is done as well and with as great expedition as in any dock in 
England. Ships built at Bombay aio not only as stiong, bat as handsome, 
and as well furnished as ships built in any part of Europe. Tbo timber 
and plank of which they are built so far exceeds any in Euiopo for 
dai ability that it is usual for ship-, to last fifty or sixty years. As a 
proof of this f am infoimcd that the ship called tho Bombay grab, of 
2‘1> guns (tho second in size belonging to the Company’s maiine), lias boon 
built inoi'0 than sixty yeuis and is now a good and strong ship. This 
timber and plank are peculiar to Indi i only. The best on this sido of 
India giows to tho 1101 th of Bombay. What grows to the south, oil the 
coast of Malabar, is however very good and great quantities ot it nro 
brought to Bombay. It is called tick and will last in a hot climate longer 
than any' wood whatever. The Company’s maiine on tho Bombay' estab- 
lishment are more than tw‘enty in number ; tlio hugest of which is tho 
lluvewje mounting 28 gnus, 20 of which are 12-pomuleis. The second is 
the Bombay grab- The remainder are from 10 to 8 guns, and as tliero aio 
several little piratical states both oil tho north ns well as on tho south 
const of Bombay, the coasting trade could not be earned on in safety 
without being convoyed by such vessels belonging to the Company. It 
is usual to see 00 or 80 coasting vessels sail butween Surat anil Bombay 
convoyed by one or two of these vessels 1 

As Tegards the time of year when ships pat to sra Parsons notices : 
Slops belonging to tlic natives of this pait of India (from tlio Gulf of 
Cambay to Capo Comorin) do not venture to sea in the south-west 
monsoon. Tlioy have a method or rule which the Hindus pieteud is 
known only to tlieir Brahmuus, to discover when tho monsoon is over. 
When that period arrives, the chief ot the Bi all mans attended with 
others of his tube anil multitudes of other people go m l'chgious pomp 
irom tbo pagoda to the sea shore, where, after the peiformance of a 
lcligious ceremony, he throws into tlio sea with all his iorco a gilded 
uoeoannt. Gieat rejoicings are then made and they have libcrly to go to 
hca with their ships and ovoiy other kind of vessel. This they novor 
will venture to do until tho coeuauut is thrown which happens either 
the latter end ot October or at least buforo tho 10th of November in overy 
year. This coremony is not peculiar to Bombay \ it is used at ovoiy 
town and port along the sea coast 2 

In 178G-87 Frangklm snys : Thoy build all sorts of vcssols. Tbo 
woikors are very ingenious and dcxtcious not yielding to our best ship- 
w rights in England. 3 

In 1788 Itcnncll (Memoir on Map of India, 180-181) speaks of the 
unpardonable negligence ot delaying to build teak ships of war for tlio 
Indian seas Ships of war under third rates constructed in India with 
moderato repairs List for ages. A ship of Eiuopcan construction can 
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Daman and Europe earned on a trifling trade with Bombay. But the Fi ouch Dutch 
and Danish ships seldom touched thcic. The American intercourse with India was 
then m its infancy, 

1 Pm -mis' Tiascls in Asia and America (1808), 2M-215. 

! Parsons’ Ti.ivolu in Asia and America (1808), 2, 3. Comp, me Close (Voyage, I 31), 
1730 : Thu black merchants have a supcistitioil not to send then vcssuls to sea until 
after a festival on tlio breaking up of tho rains when they throw into the sea a 
coiiseciatiid, gilt, and oniamcutcu cocoauut. 3 Pinkerton’s Voyages, IX. 230. 
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i cniain thcio bat a few years. The ships built at Bombay arc the best 
both in pome of woihmanship and materials or any that are con&U acted 
in India. Although fomth iates only arc mentioned there is no douot 
but third rates may be constructed. 

The following statement, piopaied fiom details collected by Caphiin 
W. Barker, Indian Navy, late Superintendent of Alaiinc, Bombay, shout, 
that ‘207 ship3 vcsacU and boats varying from ‘23 to *22‘J8 tons wcie built 
in Bombay bet ween the opening of the Docbjaid m ITdi-tib and the 
year 1857. Of the ‘2G7 there were thnty of moic than lOl'O and of these 
four of moio than 2000 tons The first steamer built in Bombay was in 
1820, the lluijh Lindsay of 411 tons, ana the fiist boat made of iion was 
the steam vessel Planet in 1840. The details are : 


Bombay Ship*, 17JG-1TS0. 


Nu 

Year. 

Koine, 

Clo*s 

Tuna 

Guns. 

M\U- 

nal. 

Remark? 

1 

17-4J- 


Drake M 


Schooner 






• 



SllCtLaS 


Grill . 


.. 




3 

17 >7 M 


1'rtDLL \U^UbtUd 


Ship 






1 

XTTn - 


llL'onrce 


Grib ^ 


.i 

m 

m 


5 

1730 . 


lkjmla} 


Do. 


. 


„ 


it 

1741) 


Success 


GalU} 






7 

1711 . 


Defence 


lveich 



, n 



S 

1747 . 


Sho\% lVdro 

— 

Grib M 






0 

174-4 . 


ycbit 


Ship 


o. 

• 



10 

1750 . 


Bomba} 


Frigate 



. 



11 



ilirj 


Ship . 



M 



12 

1751 . 


Itltlnu Quun 


Do 






13 

175J . 

.. 

1*01111) 


Do. 






M 

1751 . 


RcicngO 


Do. 



ia 



1"> 



Inglo 


Snow . 



_ 



1C 


• 

Euphrates M 


Do 


w 




17 



Success « 


Gdlcy 


• • 




13 

17b4 . 


Restoration 


Ship - 


.1 

.. 



VJ 



\\ allacc 


Do 


IM 


| _ 


21) 

17.7 . 


Governor 


y iclit 

. 





2! 

I7Uf 


Princess Ansru'-ta 

Grib 


» 

ij 



y 

ii 


Princess lto}al 


Do 


... 

u 



h 


Hunter 


Ship 






24 

l/iib . 


Grilhili 


Do 






Si 



Alexander 


Ship - 






JO 

1770 . 


SI.) 


(dikr 






27 



Swallow . , 

|i% 

Ketch 


„ 




23 



rhtLnix 


Do. 


• 




20 



&jrcn 

m 

Do. 


• 

,, 

_ 


M 



\S olfc 


Do 


• 




31 

1772 . 


Britannia 

- 

Slim a. 






32 


. . 

Loun^a 


Do. 


• 




J) 

1774 ■ 


Uo\ il Charlotte 


Do. 




m 


34 

„ 


N uicy 


Do 






35 

1775 • 

. 

11) run^uic 


Do 



p. 



W 



Xkl.h 


^)1DW 



, 



37 

17 7G . 


Industry _ 


benooner 


140 


m 


33 

fl 


Norhuridi . 


Do 


... 


M 


n 

1777 . 


S vi allow 


Pocket 


2i H) 




w 



Brazil 


Snow 





... 


JL 

1773 — 


Amphitntc • 


Do 




M 


42 



Bencoolen M 


Do. 




* . 


13 



Panther - 

, m 

bchooncr 


131 

14 

* 


44 



Britannia ». 

m 

Shin . 


747 


. 


13 



bca llorse 


rilob Vessel 1 

- 1S3 




4G 



Mermaid 


Do. 


» , 




47 

17m) 


llcrmims • 


Ship 



. 



M 



Defence 


Lu-'ca.oEuot 

loD 




40 

70 

i> 

— 

Intrepid • 

Hornby 

— 

Penuuner 
Ship . 


• ' 

1G 



SI 

1780 


Milford 


Do 


C53 




52 

1757 


Cornu iIJis 


Snow 


• 




53 



Johanna - - 


Do 




. 


H 



Jiy . 


Do. 


70 


* HI 


53 



Shaw ArJwhccr 


Shin ^ 


6M 




5ti 

1783 


Cjreno 


Do. 


' 




57 

17t9 .. 

. * 

-l«hux 

, , 

Do. 





Lost in the French \\ ir 

53 



Shaw Uinchcr 


Do 






59 

■> 

• 

luuj George 

• 

Do 

... 

' 

• 

“ 

burnt in tho Glum SiM 
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No 

Year 

Name. 

Class 

Tons 

Guns. 

Mate 

rial. 

Remarks. 

CO 

1730 


Boniancan ... 

Ship .. 




Lost In the Calcu tt inner 

G1 


u 

lluniiah 

Du. 


aa. 

. . 

Lost In the China Sei. 

52 

17‘H) . 

. 

Lou jm Family 

IX). . 

0:11 




03 

1702 .. 


Sarih 

Dili ata 

925 


, 

Lost m tho Freneli War 

01 



Bum 

Do. 


. . 

... 

Sold In 1603. 

G5 

I7yj •• 

, 

Mrombolo ■■ 

Ketch 

03 

12 



GO 

it 

. 

Bombay 

Frigata 

G2i 

12 

. a 

Afterwards 11. M. Ship 









Ceylon. 

07 

>1 


Antelope 

Brig ... 

199 

12 

... 


G9 


... 

My . 

Do. 

170 

, 

.. 


U» 

11 

. 

Upton Castle 

Du, 

1.7.7 

aa. 

■a. 

Burnt at Saugur. ICtli Fell 









1817. 

70 

1791... 

. 

Hooglily 

Pilot Vessel 

3 tO 


IM 


71 

I* 


Ahereiomby 

Do 

U7 

a. 

. 


72 

1705 . 

, 

Albert ,. 

Brin .. 

87 

12 

aa 

Lost m the year 1793. 

72 

1707 . 

. 

Asia 

Ship . 

735 


• aa 

Suld. 

71 

17‘iS . 


Comet 

Brit; 

m 

10 



7G 



Phillip Duml is 

Pilot Vessel .. 

187 

. 

• •• 


70 

If 


Scaltby Caitlo 

Ship . 

1210 

• •• 

••• 


77 

1799 . 

. 

Tuigiunoutli 

Du. 

251 

IB 

• aa 

Condemned I 11 Rangoon 









War. 

73 


.. 

Lon] ilornln^ton 

Do. 

139 

24 

aa* 

Sold ut Public Auction. 

70 



Eaikusruo . . 


1015 

10 


Sold into II. 2f berlie'L 









and called tlioCnmel,1801 

80 

• 1 

, , 

Serin:, upatam 

Do. 

33C 

... 

a • 


81 

1SU0 .. 

. 

Cornu allis 

Do. 

1252 

, 

• 

Sold into IT JT. Sen ice 









in 1801 and calledAcMiar. 

82 



IV illiam 

Do. ... 

391 

•aa 



81 

1301, . 


Yacht for Govern 

Yaelit 

82 

a a 

„ 





meat. 






31 


, , 

Tomato 

Brig . . 

2nd 

10 

■ 

Sold at Public Auction. 

87 


•• 

Supply 

Wnler Boat .. 

07 




SO 

1* 


David Soott 

. . 

7J9 


a a 

Suld 111 England. 

87 

1802 .. 

. 

Tasbiia 

, , 

727 

• aa 



83 

1801 . 


Pack hoi so . 

Lugir igoBdat 

101 

• • 

• 


61 



Alc\onilir . 

Ship . 

710 

• 

• a 


00 



Charlotte ... 

Do. 

072 

a 

• ■a 


01 



J unea hibbald 

Do. 

OKI 

• a. 


Sold In England and 









called Doris. 

03 



Cambrian . 

Do. 

703 

. . 



OJ 



Estumbulo . ... 

Do 

111 

... 


Sold to ail Arab. 

in 

1801 


Atll Uaimor 

Luggage Boat 

102 




05 

1803. . 


Prince ol Wales . 

Ship 

118 

11 

. , 

Sold at Public Auction. 

‘10 



Pitt . 

Frigate 

872 

20 



07 

1600 . 

• 

Mercury . ... 

Ship . 

185 

11 

. 

Condemned in Rangoon 









War. 

93 


. 

Nautilus 

Brig . 

189 

11 



09 


• 

Sylph 

Sehaontr 

7S 

0 

, _ 

V ' 

10) 

1607 .. 

, 

llenarea 

Ship . 

220 

10 



101 



SaWetto 

Prorate 

bb5 

JG 

. f 


102 



Bombay 

Ship . 

1120 

, lt 

• aa 


10J 

1808 . 

, 

Thomas Grenville . 

Do. 

BSD 

. . 

• •“ 

Indmumn, now (1821) In 









8ieo Trade. 

101 

1609 

... 

Ch tries Grant 

Do 

121'. 

, 

fTf 

Indnmu), China Ship. 

105 



Aurort 

Do. 

217 

10 



100 



Vestal 

Dry • • 

159 

11 

, 

Condemned I 11 Rangoon 









War. 

107 


„ 

Ariel 

Do. 

1*10 




103 

1810 . 


Psycho 

Do. 

180 

12 

. , 

Sold at Public Auction to 









an Arab. 

100 



Thetis 

Do 

137 

12 


Condemned from Service 

110 



Mmden 

Ship . 

1031 

71 

. 


111 


■•a 

Balcarras . . 

Do. 

1100 




112 

1811 .. 

, 

Mintrvu 

Do. .. 

939 




112 



Aboicrombio 

Do. , . 

1283 




111 

It 

. 

Hannah 

Do, . 

157 



Sold in England. 

115 

1812 . 


Aim 


783 

,,, 



110 


. 

llerctonlshuo 

Luggago Boat 

1270 



Built (or II. C Service. 

117 

1812 .. 


UuRalnc 

' 50 

. 

... 


118 



Ncrbuddt . 

Prow. . 



ift 


no 



Tapty ... . . 

Do. ‘ 





120 

>1 

. 

Ernad 

Timber §hip . 

559 



Sold at Public Auction, 

131 


■u 

Cornu allls ' 

.... . 

1757 

71 



125 


aa 

Eliza 

Pilot Vessel . 

•ISO 




123 


. 

Cceilia 

Du. . . 

101 

t . 



1'2 1 

1811 

aa 

Thames 

Luggage Boat 

102 


, 


127 


• 

Vietor .. 

Sloop. . ‘ 

381 

13 

||t 


120 



Caroline 

Ship _ 

675 

, 

|lf 


127 

11 

• 

Flora 

Pilot Vessel. . 

180 

* 

... - 
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Appendix II. 

Bom b Ai blurs, 

173ti-J837» 


Bombay Ships, Ifflt-lSJli 


Vo 

Yior. 

Name* 


Tons 

Guns 

Mati 

rial 

IUunrls. 

129 

lbU . 

Guide 

Pilot VlsslI 

159 


"■ 


129 


Sophia 

Do 

159 


, 


luO 

lblo 

Tun.li 

Lltfllt VcfiSsL 

174 



Concerted into Harbour 





“ 



Masters Depot it ClI 








CUtll 

ui 


\\ ellulcj . 

Ship 

1717 

71 



1 32 


Ztb -a 

SIo< in . 

3.^5 

1- 



1 J3 


Brigantine . 

Dj 

Sju 

10 



i n 


b|>h)ii\ 

i\> 

2J9 

U 

•M 


[31 

1S1G 


Water Boat 

« 




1J0 



Light Vebbel 

174 



SoM !n 1S33 and Lillid 


11 






.Die Bright PI met. 

137 

i 

Camel 

Sloop 

223 

10* 



Itf 


Auiplutrtu 

Inga to 

10U 

3a 


- 

119 



Ship . 

1313 




HO 

IS 2 7 


Pilut VcsjlI 

1H> 



Sn](l at Calcutta in 153* 








and calle-d William 

111 

(i 

Vehille 

Ship 

1707 

74 

■ • 


142 


Tnucomalic 

Fngatc 

1005 

J3 



112 

1813 

Malabar 

Slnp 

lUi’o 

74 



144 


beriniripatain 

frngifcc 

1152 

33 

. 


115 

1819 . 

Jano 

Pilot Viaael 

170 

. 

m . 


lUi 


biia^v AUmn 

F rugate 

mi 

— 


■ 

147 

lb JO . 

Vigilant 

Aruii-il Boat 

72 




14 i 

1521 

Hasting 

Ship of W ar 

508 

24 

mm 


14'» 


Bomba} 

(ran Boat 


. . 



i:o 

15 *1 

Gauges 

Ship 

22*59 

74 

• 


151 

1322 . 

Pal munis 

bloop of U ar 

102 


mm 


i*j 


Mudaiif^ar 

Fnififco 

1104 

40 



i“J 


Nan «K»rj 

Hrii 

101 




m 

1921 _ ' 

Mpliin&tona _ 

Sloop of war. 

3*7 

19 



15 » 


A« a 

Ship . 

22bU 

SO 

, 


150 


CaJuIonia 

Du. 

742 




157 

3t 

Cairmont 

Da. 

329 

. 


Lost in Iho China Sen. 








laJ3. 

na 

iyj5 

tmherat 

Sloop of War 


18 



1ST 


Seahnr»e 

Pilot Vessel 

185* 

a 



luo 


Mi rmjid 

Do 

155 




101 

lSJ.i 

CIlUl 

Sloop of War 

420 

18 



102 


Ln erpool 

Ship 


71 


Presented l>) the Imam 








to King W ilium IV. 

1C3 


Mount SteAart 

Do. 

Oil 






Elplunstone 






104 

1327 

Goute 

„ , 

120 

18 



lol 

1SJ3- 

Pann i M 

Patanur 

u 


. % 


Ira 


Ultima 

Do 

55 

# 



1C7 


Euphrates 

Dri^ o! War 

2-.V* 

10 



1G3 


Uuinbaj 

Ship 

22a5 

84 



109 


Ilormuiji Jlomonji 

r«. „ 

?■»! 



Lost in China SeJ. 

170 


Sir Charles Mai 

Da 

6 GO 






colm. 






171 

1829 

Tigredi 

Brig of War. 

25a 

10 



173 


Hugh Lindsay 

Steamer 

All 



Tlie first Steamer built at 








Bei lb i; 

173 


Rrjal Tutr 

Schooner 

129 

1 



174 


Androme-d \ 

Frigate 

11WJ 

10 



175 

16.U . 

Calcutta .. 

•ship 

2 JOS 

84 



170 

1632 . 

Shannon 

Schooner 

87 

4 



177 


Lari t f Clare 

Mup 

SOI 


m 


173 

1833 

Rnparel 

Water Boat 





179 

>s 

Do , 

W orp Boat 





1*0 


Sultana 

, 

51!? 

. 



lbl 


Jam&etji Jecjibhoj 

Ship 

55 j 



Lost at Quilon in 1SJG-1 >. 

la* 


TwoSiitcrB . 

Drift . 

277 

, 

• 

For a Baxa« la Me reliant 

IsJ 

1KJ1 

Tale 

Schuoncr 

l*o: 




181 

IS3o * 

JSirburidi. . 

Cutter 

49 

2 

• 


165 

|# 

3Iar?iret . . 

Do 

Cl 

a 

9 


lSe 

5i 

MaMava • . 

Do' 

23 




lb7 


Caliluo M •« 

Do'- 

27 




lb3 


3Io< tnc} 

„ 



• 

ForHicr Indus 

lb3 


Tiptoe 

Pilot V CaStl 

170 

m 

- 


100 


Nailery 

Drift . 

173 




191 


Ladj Grant 

Do. 

233 



For the Opioni Trade 

103 

•1 

Sir Ui.rui.rt Coup- 

Ship . 

310 






ton 






193 


Bombay 

Schooner 

G3 




104 

1SJG ■ 

Ardosecr - • 

Clipper 

422 




195 


3 ohu t kip mg • 

* 

514 


• 

V4 



materials-] 
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Bombay Sib! pa, 1S3G - 1S57. 


No. 

Year, 

Name. 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

Mntc- 

nals 

Remarks. 

l'lO 

LS30 . 

Megna ... 

Pilot Vessel . 

201 




157 


Seugor 

Do. 

200 

„ 



108 

t - 

Krishna 

Do. 

200 

. . 

• a 


109 

!Sl7 . 

Rajasthan ... 


COO 




203 

.633 . 

Cavcry . 

Pilot Vessel 

£00 


• 


2U1 


Colleroon 

Do. 

200 

, , 

.. 


203 

•S39 . 

Maiy Gordon 

. . 

350 


. , 


•2U3 

L810 Jan. 

Victoria 

Steam Vessel, 

714 


Wood 


201 

„ Feb 

Planet 

Do. 

315 


Iron. 


J05 

„ Miy 

Batelitc 

Do. 

315 




GOO 

i. Si.pt 

Medu-1 . ". 

Indus Steamer 

132 

.•a 



207 

„ Dec. 

An idnc 

Do. 

132 


a 


203 

1511 Jan, 

Auckland , . ... 

Steam Vessel 

910 


Wood 


2U9 

[812 Feb. 

Scnnrainis 

Do. , . 

1031 

• a 



210 


Coal Boat No. 1 . 






211 


Do 2 


, , 




21J 

n 

Do. 3 






213 

MS 

Do. 4 . 


, e 

, . 

, 


211 

„ March. 

Colabah 

Light Vessel 

158 

SJ 

. 


215 

„ Dee. . 

Coal Boat No 1 lor 


01 

. . 




Fa A O Go. 






210 

1813 March 

Do No. ? .. 

■> C It 

01 


. . 


217 

„ An", . 

Mud Boat 

B 

£00 

, 

a 


21b 

„ Sept . 

Hat Do. No 2 



• •a 

Iron 


210 

,, Do. 

Co il Do No. 5 


01 


Wood 


220 

1841 March 

Do Do No 0 

• • a 

01 


.. 


221 

i. April 

Bridge boats lor 

. 

aaa 


• aa 



to Dec. 

Scinde 






222 

„ Sept . 

Napiei 

Indus Steamer 

115 


Iron. 


223 

„ Nov 

Conqueror . 

Do. 

259 


a 


‘ ill 

„ Dec 

Mcancc 

Do. 

209 


• a 


223 

1815 Jan. 

Su Hedge . . 



a 

a 


22o 

» Oct 

Beeas 




»•» 


227 

„ Do. . 

Kaico 






223 

Nov. . 

Gaplcr 

Buoy Vessol. 



Wood 


11 29 

1810 Mir. .. 

Coal Boat No. 1 






2.10 

„ Oct. . 

Mater Do No 1 




. 


2J1 

i. Not . 

Coal Do No 2 


a a 


• •a 


232 

1617 Jau. 

Steamer to receive 
Hugh Lindbaj’t, 
engine. 

• 

500 

• •a 



233 

2)1 

ti Dec. 
1818 .May 

Coal Bolt No. 3 
leioo/ 

Steam Vessel. 

iiio 


[run 


233 

„ Sept .. 

Pdut Bo it No. 0 



• a 

Woud 


230 

1819 Mai 

Coil Do No. 1 

, . 





217 

.. Oet . 

Berenice 

, 

blG 

• a 

a a 


213 


Pilot Boat 

, , 



aa 


239 

1650 l'eb. 

Ncrbuddu 

Schooner 

. 


•» 


240 

„• April 

Firry Boats . 

. 

. 




241 

Dec . 

Coal Bo it No. 5 




a 


512 


Indus 

Indus Steamer 

522 


Iron. 


213 

„ Feb. . 

Jliclum 

Do 

199 


a 


211 

215 

21G 

April 
i> May- 
„ June •> 

FilMaud . ,» 

Zcnobia . . 

Chen ib 

Do 

Steam Vessel 
Indus btc uncr 

1139 

1001 

499 

• 

Wood, 

Iron. 


217 

1852 Jan. 

Coil Boat No 7 


, % 


Wood 


•218 

■i Feb 

Customs Pilot Do. 

... 

. 


h 




No J 






219 

April . 
„ May 

Seboonci 

• • 

» a 


, , 


259 

L idy F ilkland 

Steam Yesscl 

, 155 




•2J1 

- „ Oct.. 

Pilot licit 2fo_ 1 , 






232 

,! Dee 

Hat Do. 

Cursctji . 

£05 


a 

4 

25 3 

1563 Not. 

l-ulklind 

Sloop... 

104 


a 


251 

Do 

Light Ves.il 

19 




253 

„ Dec 

Augustus .. 

Schooner , 

111 


a 

m 

230 

1851 Jan. 

HitRthui'*cl 

, . 

271 


, . 


257 


Pilot lluat 






25S 

Mar 

Aesayc 

Steam Vessel 

1600 


Wood, 


259 

„ Now 

Punjiub 

Do. 

1800 




2G0 

1655 June 

Georgiana . 

. 

00 

, . 



201 

.. Oct.. 

rmilj ■ . , 

PilotSchooncr 

90 

» a 

• •a 


2o2 

>• X°'- 

Gaol inai 


213 


a 


2M 

2G1 

II 

Governor's Burgo , 
Admiril's Barge 

* 

a 

51 

20 

•a* 

a « 


205 

2Gu 

1830 May . 
1557 Jan. 

CL ttlotto 
pilot ScuofincrNo. i 

Pilot Schoonc 

107 

a « 

a 


297 

1 " 

Cargo Bo it .. 


. . 


ail 


" 
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Appeii&iX II. The following statement compiled in 1824 by Mr. Charles Keys, 
Snippiho'r) tail Master Attendant, Bombay, shows the number of uuivals and departures 

isoV.. is-m S| of slaps and vessels for a period of eighteen yeais from 1st January 180D 
- to 31st December 1823 : 


} Bombay Shipping, 1S0G - 1S23. 



Hi 5 Mojtsty'a 
Ships idu 

British Merchant 
Sh.ps and 

Vllalhi 

Foruirn Ship, 
and VisbiUs 
o 1 War. 

ForLizn Trilling 

Ship, ami 

■VlJilli 

Grand Total. 

Tear. 
























•3 



rs 



■a 



3 



_) 



•a 

-2 



rs 

■J 



*3 

J 





rs 


5 

rf 

"5 

H 

z. 


S 


1 


g 

3 


< 

a 

H 

< 


=3 

< 

S3 


■s 

5 

ri 

< 

a 

H 

1W» 

-0 

r,t 

04 

in 

121 

2a2 

3 

n 

7 

■*1 

23 

ts3 

131 

le5 

100 

11,07 

23 

2a 

1C 

no 

117 

221 

3 

3 

U 

31 

31 

1.2 

17J 

171 

317 

1=05 

3<j 

uti 

72 

113 

111 

224 


*> 

4 

17 

9 


1M 

15a 

43 Jl) 

louJ 

ill 

21 

12 

123 

1 2l) 

2U 

4 


7 

10 

lb 

20 

133 

In) 

313 

1410 

in 

11 

'21 

105 

99 

204 

2 

it 

i 

15 

10 


1j2 

1.2 

271 

lall 

->-» 

17 

-9 

99 

102 

201 

1 

1 

i* 

Ju 

-2 

53 

If 8 

112 

290 

la 1 2 

10 

u 


124 

110 

240 




20 

24 

41 

m 

173 

-07 

lalJ 

10 

12 

» > 

111 

llj 





14 

13 

27 

135 

110 

275 

laLl 

a 

b 

17 

101 

l'U 

20.1 

1 


1 


1 

9 

120 

Hi 

12JJ 

lall 

9 

11 

‘20 

91 

92 

1**3 

1 

2 

J 

11 

0 

20 

112 

114 

JM 

16 lu 

- 9 

k 

iiu 

0i 


101 

» 

m 


11 

3 

10 

1-0 

115 

nr. 

lal7 

a 

10 

19 

112 

119 

2U 

i 

\ 

3 

23 

lb 

41 

117 

1.71 

29* 

Ibla , 

9 

w 

19 

lib 

133 

2so 

i 

i 

2 

w 

ii 

bl 

103 

jyo 

'63 

1519 

n 

9 

20 

1JI 

117 

231 


j 

3 

2! 

23 

13 

170 

151 

421 

1S2U 

7 

10 

17 

1=7 

laj 

070 

1 

2 

3 

2J 

20 

12 

217 

217 

in 

1«21 

1 J 

5 

in 

170 

i&. 

' 1-0 

0 

3 

n 

Ii 

11 

23 

192 

155 

J77 

1611 

10 

r 

17 

1A! 

123 

217 

1 

1 

8 

22 

23 

17 

173 

137 

315 

Je-M 

1 

7 

ll 

11= 

1«0 

-'10 

3 

2 

4 

22 


13 

1)1 

1.3 

279 

Total 

211 

1» 

701 

2153 

2139 

1-2) 

w 

3 , 

fiO 

173 

333 

700 

2631 

2703 

5507 


M.ugaox Mark 
Hocse, 

1703. 

*eany cignieentn century Kept wiutewasJicu to aerve as a marKlor vessels 
sailing up and down the hatbour To this old Mazgaon Maik House a 
Bombay letter to the Conit, dated the 7th November 17.18, has the follow- 
ing reference Tile old Matk House on MAzg.ion hill it as plundered 
of all the timber and plank by the late supposed piopnetois who 
damaged great part of tho walla to get at tho timber, and thereby 
brought the house to a very minons condition. This ruined house Mr. 
Thomas liyfeld pioposed in a Consultation, tho 23id of May 1758, 
to ht up at his own expense for an habitation to live in provided we 
would permit him to alter the building m Buch manner as ho might think 
piopcr and giant him a lease of it and the hill on ninth it stands for 0U 
yeais. To this we agreed on his engaging to whitewash the tront of tho 
houac annually as usual to continue a maik to the shipping coming in or 
going out of this harbour. Y?e theiefoie issued an oidor to tho \ciea- 
doies and uiliutdid* to survey the hill and repoit what yoaily lent Mr, 
Byfeld ought to pay for it and in agreement with their report we cbuiged 
Mr Byfeld Rs. 23 a year. 1 In l7(il (April 4th) Government further 
.intimate The lenter of tho Mark House atMazgaon has been acquainted 
that it shall always bo in our power to dcstioy-it conformable to your 
Honouis’ commands. - 


Beaidcs tho light-houso on Col aha Point and ccrtnin of the Colaba 
tombs which wore used as land marks for ships entering and leaving the 
harbour, a houso on Mazgaon hill known as the Mark House was m the 


-I i . it i i 1 •• it 




’ Dl -P Lctttrz to the Court Vol 5 of 1708, 1S0-1S1 Pul). Pniy 31 of 1713, 
~ 3 ' -"Pul). Doi,. Letters to the Court Yol. 8 of 1761, 63. 
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In addition to tlie Collba light-houso which also served as a signal 
honso, in 17GG a signal house was established on Malabar Point* In 
their letter of 25th November 17G6, paragraph G5, Government write to 
tho Court : lb being represented to ns that a signal house erected at 
the point of Malabar Hill, in the samo manner and under the samo re<m- 
Jatioiis as that at Old Woidqd's island, would bo of g^reafc utilityj parti" 
culnrly in time of war, wc have ordered ono to bo erected there. Tho 
expense mil not exceed Rs 2095-2-50. 1 

With a view to improve tlio light of tho Colaba light-house, on the 30th 
June 1797, the Court of Dilectors write : Being of opinion that some 
improvement might ho made in tho light-houso at Bombay we obtained 
pcimission for Captaiu Tasker, our lato master attendant at your 
Presidency, to inspect tho plans of tho lights exhibited on the light-houses 
in this country. Captain Tasker having stated to ns that upon inspection 
of tho rellectoio used at various hght-honscs on the coast of this kingdom 
under the immediate oiders of the Trinity Board, m order to form an 
opinion of their nsc and application for tho light-honso at Bombay, ho 
does not hesitato to pronounce them far the best in principle ho over 
saw and extremely well calculated for tho Bombay light-house. Wo have 
tkeieforo ordered a frame with a completo sot of lcllectoia and lamps to 
ho shipped on tho Belvedere. At tho suggestion of Captain Tasker we 
now desire that the lanterns at picsent in tho light-houso bo so altcicd 
that the retlcctois occupy the t,paco flam north-north-west by west nnd 
south to east-south-east or twenty points, and that tho spaco flora cast- 
south-cast to nor tli-noi th-west occupying these points be glazed. Wo 
send numbers in tho packet of mstiuctions for fixing tho iron work for 
tho lamps and rcflcctoia, also mstiuctions for tiimming the lamps, and a 
few copies of the rules oidercd to bo observed at tho light-houses under 
the mauagement of the corporation of the Trinity House. Wo likewise 
send in the same packet instructions framed under our ordci'b which w r c 
desiio may bo particularly attcudcd to. Tho reflectors being very apt 
to become dim from the smoko of tho lamps wo diiect tho transparent 
cocoanut oil only ho burnt in the light-houso at Bombay, as tho jingoly 
and other oils in general use aio very productive of lampblack and 
consequently very unlit for this use. 2 

In leply to the abo\o on tbo 23rd April 1798 Government write : 
The superintendent of tho marine has been furnished with a copy of 
theso orders for hiH mfoimatiou and guidance in respect to tho 
improvement of tho light-houso as directed. 3 

Next year on the 29th January Government further write : On 
receipt of the leflcctora forwaided by your Honourable Court on 
boaid the Bclvedeie for tho use of tlio light-house, the superintendent of 
marino was called upon in conjunction with tho civil architect to 
examine how l'ar it was advisable to apply them to tho lamps at present 
in use. It appearing in their repoi fc to us that the lantern was not 
sulliciently Inigo t6 lender this practicable, wo have ordered a new one 
to be Built on tbo present light-houso on a moio extensive scale for this 
purpose. An estimate was framed by the civil ai chitect amounting to 
Rs. GG53-3-51, and tbo whole of tho work in its thus improved state was 
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JlALABtn Point 
Signal House, 
17GG. 


Colab v 
Light House, 
1707. 


1798. 


1799. 


1 *ub. Dep. Lett ciR to tlio Comt Vol. 13 of 17GG, 208 

2 5«1 J - Court's Letters Vol. 11 of 179G - 1709, 139 - 111. 
J Pub. Dop. Lcttcis to tho Couit Yol. 32 of 1797 - 1799, 211. 
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Appendix II. 

Cm uiv 
Limit Hot « , 
17 VI 


1SOO. 


\Vi.ll Ki| 

ISiG-lsI-*. 


i<x[M > ct« il to be romplutoil by thii lOtli 1'i.brii i.y 1 71*0, during v.huh 
iuMi.il liiito light, lmrinii” -it lihjht cvciy hour hu.e been hubutitutud 
for the benefit nl ship, in the nlhng. A lit.* n port, honour, by the 
ciwl uieliil- et, of which no li i.o the liomrir to ein Ie->: a mpy, 'ipjiri-i d 
ui that further in U-'i t ds ••■■e itill t<.<j:uri.il lr.iin Ilumpj u:id particului ly 
llKi-Ci ’ii"l copper fr.uuci v«hieh ate it ifud not t<» Lo pioiuriLlo hull. TLj 
lightning coniliictor ikiLio* «I m the mil aichitioL*. letter ii u ordeiitl .it 
thu recommend ition ul thu -tup-rinUudi'ni of mirine. The eon»tiuc(ii.” 
and pi icing of tin i .oius uUo to be i»:i ndod v.ith dithuulty , ahevfoie 
it jour Honourable Court should bj ple.iijd to think it nco. -..try we 
luquu-it to bo limiliil) form died with wio of the dimension i tenuind. 1 

In lcply to thu abo.u o*i the - 3 th Ani;ii=i lSuO the Court miw to 
Uoi.ib iy . The conductor b et been scot by the nay of Bengal. The 
copper friiue not h'.>itig Is on got iL.idy in time to bo -cut by a ship of 
l.iit fit iiou mil bo foi it a. dud on onuot the hist ship, of tin- nest ic..-on» 
Wo 'em by thu ihipi Cudfe I mid Pin .i. ,i ,111 dl nuriiiur of”! 
andnichifoi the now light-home unlti .m idea that such a supply 
might bo neLts-iry. But u, Mo t ‘nnot a-,o rt ,in ah it number m 1, I o 
lupnrod aunnoliy vo dedio that jou Mill in fill 1110 include lnjuiir 
luuiinu nnleut such articles as iuaj hciuaftii bo Mauled lor thu use of 
the light hou,u. J 

Tim following details compiled fiom the Wiccl: Chart of the Bombiy 
Harbour ulion that during the fuity-MX jciin 01111111” 1 ST-, hfty nice!.-, 
oecuricd 111 aud at the entiauee to the lloinhav II 11 hour. Of thu lilty 
wreck.-, eleven nuto oil" Ah! i.* T .‘iniio lonud Kciierf (slind.ninu on tbu 
I’uiugs Reefs, eighteen in tin! H-aihanr, 0110 off ’Hi each Candy, one off 
Vesava, and ono off ilanori. It 1, ‘ieui.trk.dde that since the establish- 
ment of the Kencry and Prongs Jngbt-hou-cs tfo wreck has occurred. 
The following st itcment gives the details r 
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1 Pub, Dtp Letters to the Court Yul. 32 of J737-1700, 320 -321. 
1 Pub, Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 10 of lbOU- lb03, 37 - J$, 
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